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THE  PEACE  ADMINISTRATIO^I^ 


S  I  X  T  H     P  E  R  I  O  D. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  FREDERICK  lU 
DURING  THE  PEACE. 


FEARFUL  of  interrupting  the  detail  of  the  mili-^ 
cary  acchievements  of  Frederick,  we  have,  hi* 
therto,  forborne  to  malce  his  civil  adminiftration  the 
iubjeft  of  our  inquiries.     It  is  now  our  duty  to  refume 
fo  interefting  a  topic,  and  to  prove  that  this  great  man 
was  no  lefs  diftinguifhed  during  the  arts  of  peace 
than^amidft  the  tumults  of  war.     Silefia  offered  t6 
him  a  new  province,  of  which  the  former  principles 
of  government  prefented  a  fti  iking  difllmilarity  from 
r  thofe  peculiar  to  the  Prufllan  dates.     The  changes 
Vol.  lU  B  which 
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whidi  he  eflfefted  in  that  countrjr  furnUhed  him  with 
the  opportunity  of  developing  hy  geniua  in  the 
leieiice  of  adnndniftnition;  and  by  following  him  in 
his  operations  in  this  province,  we  (hall  difcover  the 
general  principles  of  the  Prulfian  polity.  We  Ihali 
{be  a  new  country  fpring  forth  from  the  creative  hands 
of  Fiederidct  and  this  wonderful  man  will  rife  before 
tis  in  a  different  point  of  view,  to  challenge  our  ad-> 
miration^ 

ADMINISTRATION  OP  SILESIA. 

When  we  confider  that  no  poflible  refources,  either 
in  Silefia  or  his  other  ftates,  and  thtfe^  all,  calculated 
rapidty  to  obliterate  the  very  traces  of  a  deftrudive 
war,  efcaped  the  penetrating  eye  of  Frederick;  we 
cannot  but  conclude  that  his  principles  of  admi- 
niftradoQ  muft  have  been  infinitely  more  perfed  than 
thole  by  which  Silefia  had  heretofore  been  govern-* 
ed.  During  the  whole  war  of  feven  years,  the  king 
had  neVer  laid  any  frefii  impofi:,  never  exafted  a 
fingle  advance  from  his  fubjefts,  nor  had  recourfeto 
one  foreign  loan;  yet  the  payment  of  his  irmy  was 
xiever  delayed  a  moment.  Not  content  with  this, 
immediately  after  the  peace,  he  remitted  to  Silefia 
the  taxes  of  fix  months,  diftributed  in  the  country 
S7,ooo  horfes  for  the  purpofes  of  agriculture,  and 
opened  his  magazines,  and  thofe  of  the  Ruflians  in 
Poland^  wluch  he  bad  purchafed,  to  furnifii  the  huf* 
hapdman  with  bread  and  feed  corn.  At  the  fame 
time,  he  fet  on  foot  the  projedjof  rebuilding  all  the 

towns 
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towns  and  yiUages,  and  ftudted  every  itiefits  tif  .iitig<^ 
menting  population  and  Induftry. 

The  war  had  diminiftfed  the  papulation  of  SilefiaT 
at  the  rate  of  more  than  1 50,000  fouls.  In  1756,  ic^ 
amounted  to  1,300,000  men,  including  the  garrifonst 
in  1763,  there  were  no  more  than  1,150,0005  in. 
1776,  the  numbers  had  arifento.  1,371,754.  Thus,  fA 
the  courie  of  thirteen  years,  not  only  was  die  vacuunrt 
occafioned  by  the  war  filled  up,  but  the  pofHiIatiota 
was  augmented  by  72,754  fouls.  The  regifters  fcem 
to  prove,  that,  under  the  prefcnt  reign,  the  population 
of  Silefia  encreafes,  <:ommunibtts  annis^  to  the  amount 
of  5000  fouls,  without  reckoning  foreign  fettlers* 

L«t  us,  now^  compare  this  progrcft  With  the  tracet 
which  the  war  had  left  ki  Silefia  under  the  preceding 
reigns  $  let  us  compare  it  with  that  of  other  ftates^ 
where  esttraordinary  impofts,  exacted  for  a  long  feries 
tof  years,  ^arceiy  fujffite  to  extinguifh  the  debts  occa* 
fioned  by  war.  Whca  Frederick  conquered  Silefia, 
the  traveller  ftill  beheld,  in  the  greateft  part  of  the 
towns  and  villages,  the  traces  of  the  devaftation  of  the 
war  with  the  Swedes,  the  fire  of  which  had  been  ex« 
tinguiflied  for  a  century.  On  every  fide  was  the  ap* 
pesu-ance  of  the  ruins  of  edifices  burnt,  and  of  towns, 
the  limits  of  which  no  longer  offered  any  objed  to  the 
eye,  but  a  few  fcattered  houies  reared  upon  heaps  of 
afhes.  The  farms  were  abandoned,  and  lands,  which 
had  been  taken  by  violerice  from  their  pofleflbrs,  were 
become  a  barren  wafte,  without  care,  and  without  cuU 
tivation. .  Thus,  under  the  houfe  of  AuftrisC,  a  whole 
age  had  not  fufficed  to  efface  the  footfteps  of  deva& 

B  2  ution. 
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acf6n>  or  to  reftore  agriculture  and  populatibn,  whStRi 
under  die  reign  of  Frederick,  but  fourteen  years  after 
tlie  feven  years  war,  'which  did  not  occafion  fewer 
lavages  thih  that  of  thirty  years^  it  became  fcarcely 
poflible  to  difcover  more  than  the  flight  remains  of 
conflagration  in  the  towns,  and  of  a  fmall  quantity  of 
land  negle^ed  in  the  country.  Fifteen  confiderable 
towns,  bttikli^etofbreof  beams  laid  one  upon  ano<& 
cher,  in  the  manner  of  the  Poles,  arife  out  of  their  ruins, 
at  the  command  of  Frederick,  in  the  form  of  ilone 
buildings,  at  bnce  regular  and  commodious.  ( i ) 

•  Some  tirtie  after  the  war,  the  fbrtrefs  of  Silberberg, 
the  conilruftion  o(  which  coft  many  tons  of  gold, 
reared  up  its  head  amidft  the  rocks ;  and  a  new  regi^ 
YiDent  W8\s  embodied  for  its  garrifon;  throughout 
Silefia  new  forts  were  ere&ed,  and  the  old  ones  re^ 
}>aired  and  augmented.  (2) 

*  All  the  farms  which  were  abandoned,  haye  fcfund 
itew  mafters  3  fome  hundreds  of  hew  villages  have 
sprung  up  in  the  country  by  the  care  of  Frederick, 
)>eopled  with  new  inhabitants,  all  of  whom  areattradted 
there  by  this  wife  monarch.  Prom  his  generofity  have 
they  received  commodious  dwellings,  cattle,  and  lands 
to  cultivate. 

Notwitbfhinding  all  thefe  expence^,  and  many 
others  which  were  incurring  at  the  fame  moment 
in  all  the  provinces  of  the  ftate,  the  military  .forces 
remained,  as  it  were,  on  the  fame  footing  as  in  time 
4)f  wati  and  if  a  few  free  battalions  were  reduced,  on 
the  other  hand  hew  regiments  were  embodied*  Silefia 
contains  1 6  regiments  of  infantrjr,  and  1 1  of  cavalry  $ 
^.    .  ^     ^  in 


lA  all  40^000  menj  niaintaiixed  out  of  the  revenues^  o^ 
that  province.  ;, 

•  If  we  calciilatc  the  funns  employed,  immediately 
a,fter  the  war,  in  improvements^  or  new  eftabliQimcntsfi 
it  will  appear  that  the  king  of  Pruffia's  treafury  waa, 
yecy  far  from* being  exhaqftedj,  as  the  world  imagined  r 
a  circumilance,  perhapsj  not  iei^  ;({tonifhing  than  the: 
iiTue  of  the  war,  £^t  a  perip4  rppre  ignorant  and> 
credulous,  it  wquU  hav^e  Ijfeen  thought  that  Frederick, 
had  difcovered  the  fccrct  of  inking  gold,  and  thia^ 
prini;e  migh^t  have  paffed  for  a  Iqroeren  In  our  d^ys,^ 
numbers  would  attribute  s^ll  thefe  refpurcea  to  a,  con-- 
fiderable  augmentation  of  revenue^  T^^^X  would  .be 
m  a;  great  an  error  as  the  forn>er.  To  maintain  thit^ 
iburces  of  revenue  in  aljundance,  it  is  nqt  fqfficient  to^ 
9pprcfs  the  people,  A  ihort  Iketch  of  the  new  fyftenr\ 
of  finances  introduced  I?y  Frederick  into  Silcfia  im-». 
naediately  after  the  conqueft  of  that  province,  will 
f^ender  this  fufficiently.  evident.  This  province  ha4. 
Ijecn  the  theatre  of  a  new  military  art;  it  prefented. 
ttbe  world  likewif^  with  the  cxamplt?  pf  ^  new  admi^'* 
iiiftration.    , 

.  It  is  clear,  that  a  -province, -the  revenues  of  \\rlych 
fp^intain  an  army  of  40,009  men,  always  ready  to  tkk^^ 
the  field  at  a  week's  notice,  is  governed  pn  principle^ 
pf  adrainiftration  very  different  from  \vhat  it  was  fub- 
\^&  tp^  when  it  could  fcarcely  maintain  two  thpn- 
|and.  (3)  As  long  as  the  fyftem  pf  great  grmi^s  (halj 
prevail  in  Europe^  the  firft  problem .  pf  iDplitical  ad^ 
jniaU^ation  will  be^^  to  &id  the  niq^n,s  <c|(  ^eep^ng  th^ 
^reia^ft  poffihle  numbq^f  i^^ldier^  ^^^ji^tly^on  fpot^ 
uA  i,3  "'"*''  and 


ttd  ready  to  march^  in  the  manner  the  leail:  burthen*^ 
£>me  to  the  fubjeCb 

This  problem^  in  other  countries  the  foarce  of 
^itlels  inveftigation  to  multitudes  of  minifters  and 
comptrollers  general,  had  been  determined  upon  in 
Pruflia  under  the  reign  of  Frederick-William.  When 
Frederick  II.  mounted  the  throne,  and  had  conquered 
Silefia,  he  tried  how  far  the  problem  couM  be  accom- 
plifhed  in  that  province.  The  ij)irit  of  order,  afti vity, 
and  (implitity,.  every  where  followed  the  king.  The 
plan  of  the  new  arrangements  appears  to  have  been 
long  prepared.    The  following  was  its  objeft : 

I  ft.  The  arrangement  of  the  ftirhs  neccflary  for 
the  fupport  of  the  army  in  Silefia,  as  well  as  for  that 
of  the  civir officers,  and  the  other  wants  of  the  pro- 
vince i  m  which,  as  we  may  iinagine,  was  included  a 
iurplus  for  extraordinary  exigencies. 

2d}y.  The  moft  exaft  equality  in  the  rmpofitions^ 
tnd  repartition  of  the  funis  to  be  furni(hed  •  by  the 
province. 

3dly.  The  greateft  facility  and  flmpBcity  in  the 
colieftion  of  the  impofts.  -       . - 

4thly.  The  moft  rigid  admfniftration,  and  the  moft 
accurate  diftribution  and  calculation  of  the  revenues^ 
in  conicquence  of  authentic  rriemorials  and  ftatements* 

Under  the  laft  reign  of  thehoufe  ofAuftria,  the 
fcvenues  of  Silefia  arofe,  ift.  from  the  domains,  toUs^^ 
exchequer  fines,  duties  on  (alt,  and  a  tribute  from  the 
Jews.  zdly.  From  the  contributions  granted  by  the 
provincei  ai|  thefe  revenues,  taken  together,  amounted^ 
under  the  reign  of  Charles  YL  to  two  millioAs  and  a 

hair 
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half  of  crowns.    The  voluntary  tribute  of  the  ftatc^ 
granted  to  that  emperor   amounted^  in  17391  ^^ 
1^704,932  crowns.    This  fum  vras  levied  from  thc^ 
people  by  an  excife,  and,  when  infufficient,  by  partial 
taxes  on  landed  property,  on  provifions,  beer,  and^ 
dancing.      The  dates  had  the  power  of  impofing 
thefe  taxes  at  their  pleasure,  and  their  receivers,  of 
levying  them  as  they  thought  proper.    This  libcrt/ 
they  regarded  as  the  proof  of  ^  free  gift  i   but,  in 
faA,  it  was  no  more  than  a  mere  formality.    The 
court  always  demanded  what  they  choie,  and  the 
ilates  were  obliged  to  pay  it. 

Frederick,  immediately  after  the  cdnqueft  of  this 
province,  declared,  that  he  required  nothing  for  the 
maintenance  of  thetroops  neceflary  for  its  defence,  but 
the  excife  paid  in  thejown$,  and  for  the  country  j^ 
4>r,  in  other  words,  the  fum  of  S, 7049932  crowns  a» 
paid  to  Charles  VI.  in  1739.  '^^  ^^f^  ^^  province 
aiTented.  In  the  country,  excife  of  every  kind  was 
abolifhed,  and  the  contribution  of  the  provinces  afl* 
certained,  and  fixed  for  ever.  As  the  king  himfelf 
undertook  the  repartition,  and  all  the  expences  of  col« 
Icftion^  the  affeir  bly  of  the  ftates,  and  the  grand  di* 
jefbory  of  the  impofts,  became  ufelefs,  and  werif  of 
courfe  fupprefled :  in  the  room  of  which  the  kin^ 
inftituted,  for  the  adminiftration  of  the  revenues,  du« 
ties,  and  domains,  as  well  as  for  that  of  the  police,  two 
chambers  of  domains,  the  one  at  Breflaw,  the  other  ai 
Glogau  i  and  he  named  a  particular  miniHer,  to  whom 
Jie  cntrufted  the  care  of  this  department.' 
..  The.fure^  mode .  of  ^leviating  the  weight  -of  im^ 
,.  .^.  B4  pofitions^ 
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ppfitidns^'  IS;  to  make  an  equal  and  proportionate  Ye- 
pjtrtii;k>n  -  pf  them,  on  objefts  fubjcft  to  impoftsi  as 
an  lands,  and  tlieir  produce.  The  queftion,  there- 
fprc,  is  to  appreciate  and  determine  this  produce  as 
accurately,  as  poflible.  The  firft  care  of  the  Pruffian 
comoniffion  was,  accordingly,  to  Jntrodu.ce  a  general 
fiijvey  or  exaft  ftate  of  all  the  objefts  liable  to  pay 
t&xei»,  arid  pf  the  produce  of  thofc  objeds.  This. 
work  occupied,  for  two  .years,  an  inconfidcrablc 
ijjjrtiber/of  counfellors  of  the  domainsj  ceconomifts, 
^d  talculatprs^  and  coft  the  king  but  2o,ooor 
crowns;  yet,  according  to  the  judgment  of  connoif-. 
feuts;  thi^  i»  the  complcteft  and  moft  exaft  furvcy 
t^at  can  be  made.  It  extends  to  every  objeft  in  tho 
cjQuntry  {qfceptible  of  taxation  5  lands,  noeadpws,  gar- 
<jens,  for^fts,  ppnds,  mills^  cattle,  &"c.  and  to  every 
PfoduiStipn  which  a  poffeffor,  although  not  more  than 
tolerably  active,  may  turn  to  profit. 
:  .To  eflfeft  this  bufioefs,  they  had  recourfe  to  an- 
cient avowals  ^nd  furveys,  made  under  the  preceding 
ijcigns.  Thcff  fufveys,  which  had  coft  the  province 
^  million  of  crowns,  and  upon  which  an  Imperial 
Cpfmmffion  had  laboured  .for  twenty  years,  wctc  not 
yctfiniftiedsat  the  death  of  Charles  VI.  In  the  new 
icfc^ch'es,  it  was  difcovercd:  that  there  was  neither 
brdec  nor  accuracy  in  thefe  furveys.  A  few  examples 
fiHl  fuffice  to  (hew  how  well  founded  the  complaints 
^f  the  fut)jp(^s  w^e  rcfpc<ai3g  the  repartitipn  of  the 
.  kPl?Pt^&c  a^d-fiCw  Jitrie.  the  Imperial  commiffion  had 
remedied'  abwfesj  ftfter  confuming  fo  much  time  and 
laSfidji^t/iSaaift.^W^  of  looo  cro^pisyearljc  value 
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were  taxed  at  8oq,  whilft  others  of  2000  croivn^  m 
year  paid  but  200.  In  maay  places  evident  traces, 
were  found  of  partiality  and  iiguftice.  It;  was  too*' 
manifeft  that  the  commifiioners  had  frequently  fhut: 
their  eyes  on  fraudulent  valuations,  eipeciaHy  when 
the  proprietors  were  men  of  rank  and  affluence.^ 
The  eftates  of  prince  Karolat,  which  produce  upwards^ 
of  20,oco  crowns,  in  thefe  furvcys  were  valued  onlyi 
at  3245  ;  whild  an  adjoining  eftate  of  4500  crowns 
rent,  was  loaded  with  20QO  crowns  annual  contri-* 
bution.  {4) 

It  was  clear,  therefore,  that  fuch  ftatements  could 
never  ferve  as  a  bafis  for  the  new  operadons.  The 
comtnifljoners  had  exprefs  orders  to  draw  out  an  eXr 
2L&  ftate  of  all.  property  fufc^eft  to  taxation>  and  of  its 
produce.  To  attain  this  obje<%^  they  .examined  tho 
furveyor*s  regifters,  the  papers  of  the  landholders,  th^ 
prices  of  articles  in  the  markets,  and  they  alfo  col* 
lefted  the  teftimonies  of  different  perfuns  upon  oath; 
As  moft  produ^tioQ]^  are  iul[]^&  to  rife  and  fall,  they 
took  an  average  price  from  the  current  value  of  fk^ 
veral  fucccflive  years.  In  general,  the  lands  wcr^ 
valued:  according  to  the  ordinary  fertility  of  each  dif- 
tridl,  and  the  mean  price  of  their  prodvdions.  An 
example  will  illucidate  this  remark*  In.the  firft  ch&^ 
which  is  that  of  the  bell:  lands,  tl^  bv^el  c^  feed 
corn  was.  eftimated  at  fix  bufliels  produce,  the  price 
of  the  bulhel  of  wheat  was.e(timated  at  24  gros,  (5) 
:vnd  the  produce  of  a  cow  at  no  more  than  (evea 
crowns  a  yean  In  the  three  fi>llowing  clafics,  the 
prices  and  the  valuations  are  pn^octionably  lower, 

.  and 
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and  .abrays  greatly  ander  the  aftuaL  produce.'  *  Ex* 
dufivc  of  thefe  pointa,  allowances  were -made  for  in- 
undations, dearth^  and  other  accidents  to  which  the 
grounds.  lying  on  the  banks  of  rivers  are  expofed. 
Tbefe  are  ranged  in  the  laft  clag,  and^  of  courfe»  the 
MOtribudons  in  it  jare  lefs  confiderable. 
(  Another  advanuge  of  this,  general  furvey  is^  that 
ft  extends  to  all  clafies  of  proprietors*  Silefia  is  the 
only  country  where  the  lands  of  the  biihop,  the 
elcfgy^  chapters,  convents,  princes^  and  nobility,  are 
ibbjeft  to  the  tax  as, well  as  thole  of  the  peafant,  and 
where  the  fi>vereign  himfelf  pays  it  for  his  donnains, 
is  the  lowelt  of  his rgendemen  does. for  his  eftate. 
The  contribution  of.  die  royal  bailiwics  in  Silefia 
amounts  yearly  to  about  30,000  crowns.  It  is  evident 
Aat  (o  general  a  repartirion  muft  lighten  aa  much  as 
|iofl]blethe  burthen  of  each  contribufior.j  . 

When  the  furvey  was  completed,  and  the  whole 
produce  eftimated  in  money,  the  next  queftion  was 
SD  fix  the  fcale  on  which  this  was  annually  to  be 
f aifed  on  each  grofs  produce^ .  under  the  title  of  inH 
pofti  and  tMs  was  done  as  follows :        . .   ,    i  .,1.  ^ 

The  loyal  domains,  the  eftates  of  .princes>  nobles, 
£iirates,and  mafters  of  fchoob,  were;taxpd  at  z8  i-3ci 
per  cent,  of  their  annual  produce, 
i   The  lands  of  peafants  at  34  per  cent. 
,   Thofe  of  the  orders  of  chivalry  at  40  per  cent. 
•   Thofe  rf  the  biihop,  the  clergy,  chapters,  and  oon-r 
vents,  at  50  per  cent* 

.  Thefe  taxes  are  founded  on  the  principles  of  natural 
equity,  and  Jteepiavicw,  cither  the  more  or:  lefc  ccm; 
i-.*.*.  flderabic 
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fiderable  vtilitf  of  each  clafs  of  proprietors^  as  cdM 
neded  with  the  common  ivelfare  of  fociety.  Nor  is 
it  contrary  to  this  principle  that  the  peafant  Ihould 
pay  fomething  more  than  the  gentleman^  Formerly^ 
the  gentlemen  had  enjoyed  their  eftates  on  paying 
lefs  duties ;  now^  had  this  tax  been  fuddenly  au^ 
ixiented,  the  iralue  of  the  land  would  have  diminiihed 
at  the  fame  time>  without  any  fault  on  the  part  oC 
the  proprietor.  The  lands  of  the  peafants,  on  th0 
contrary,  by  the  tax  of  34  per  cent*  pay  lefs  thaa 
formerly,  and  confequentiy  hav^  encreafed  in  valuew 
In  the  new  furvey,  the  gentleman  is  let  down  fot 
ieveral  cafual  taxe$,.  the  produce  of  which  is  fubjeft 
ta  various  accidents,  fuch  as  hunting,  (hooting,  filh« 
ingy  the  right  of  diftilling  brandy,  of  brewing  beer^ 
&c.  It  is  confidered,  likewiie,  that  the  gentlemaa 
ipends  more  money  than  die  peafant,  that  he  is  lub« 
jeA  to  a  greater  number  of  faftitious  wailts»  and  baa 
many  more  people  to  maintain* 

After  all,  if  we  compare  thefe  taxes,  moderate  tfi 
themieives,  with  the  real  produce  of  the  lands  and 
their  improvements,  we  (hall  find,  that,  in  general^ 
the  impofts  on  the  nobility  and  peafants  hardly 
amount  to  25  per  cent,  or  one  quarter  of  their  adii4 
revenue.  (6) 

At  this  day  it  will  be  felt  in  every  country,  evea 
in  thole  where  fuperftition  has  converted  idleneis  into 
a  religious  duty,  that  die  pofTefibrs  of  rich  ecclefiad 
deal  benefices  would  not  pay  too  much  in  giving 
99  per  cent,  to  the  ftate,  to  indemnify  it  in  firnie  mea« 
five  for  the  good  they  might  procure  t^  didtbejr 
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IMK  pais  their  lives  ia  inaftivity  and  cdibacy.'  Is  ir 
ttoc  a  Atfficient  !oi$  co'^he  publicj  that  a  pious  igno 
laace  Ihould  haxc  bellowed  rich  pofiellions  on  per- 
Iboa  defilned^  by  their  yccadoQ  and  their  vows^  to 
)rre  lA  poverty,  lijumilicy».md  moderatioa  i  Do  not 
gpirernments  re9e&,  that  the  admini-itcadon  arid,  cul- 
matioii  of.fuch  Iand&.nn]ght  inaintaiit  as  many  fruitful 
itod  laboricxus  families,  ^  they .  now  do  iadividuals 
CDodetnned  hy  profeflloo  to  ftedlit^  aod  iodolence  ? 
ht  SileBa  are  convents  of  30  or  449  monks^^with  an 
uicome.  of  .50,000  crowns.  TiicfcLiftates,.  divided 
mto  50. or  140. farms,,  woidd.  procure  nutriment  and 
Ather.necefiaries  for  the  fenoe  number  of  fiamilies, 
wbot  would  foon  add  fbme  hundroda  of  men  to  po.* 
puktion.  .  We  know,  likewiie,  that  the  eftate^  of 
convents  and  of  chapters  are  fituated  in  the  molt  fcr. 
tile  cdimtnes,  and  that  priefts  and  monks  mull,  from 
profeflion,  be  the.  very .  worft,  of  cultivators.  How 
can  a  monk  acquire  the  knowkdge  and  experience 
peceffary  for  a  proper  cultivation  i  How  can  we  ex- 
peA  an  abbe  Jto  carry  hi&  attention  jto  his  e^tes  be^ 
yond  the  objeS  of  his  own  enjoyment,  or  trouble 
kimfclf  concerning  the  advantage,  of  a  fucceffor,  who 
i&  iodiSereatto.him  if  unknown,  and  nox  unfrequently 
odious,  if  he  falls  within  his  knowledge, 
.  As  muchmay  befiiddftlie  grand  comraahderjes, 
thofe  ihamefal  traces  of  the  exd-avagance  of  ChriftiaJi 
Europe*  .A.  tax.  of  50  per  cent,  is  little  enough, 
^rdy,  on  men,  who,Mithout  any  Icnfxble  cDerit,  withr 
out  die  legitimate  means  of  contributing  to  populat- 
ion, quietly  eojoy  theireyeau^  o£  many  eAitea.ivbicki 
;*.;  might 
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jmigKt  provide  fofr  the*^  mainteflance  of  a  fepeit'tibiw 
ber  of  laborious  and  ufeful  citizens*  '    i 

The  king,  who  had  engaged  by  treaties  of  jpeaot 
to  leave  the  affkirs  of  the  clergy  in  Silefia  in  the 
ftate  in  which  he'  had  found  thenf),  coidd  not,  how^ 
ever,  exa£t  lefe'tUan  5c  per  cent,  of  thenr^  to  redpcfi;^ 
in  fome  meafure,  the  -juft  cfenipbiiftts  of  <hc  mcA 
ufeful  and  moft  induftweus  ctefles  of  fociety,  mim 
were  loaded  with  esS^rbitant  impofitionfi,  B^  that  as 
it  may,  it  can  (afel^  be  aflerted  that  thefc  eftace$ 
produce  one  third  rtioce  than  the  rate  at  which  iivsf 
are  eflimated  in  the  furvey  5  fo  that  their  «eaLcoiiCri> 
bution  does  not  exceed  the  fotifth  of  their  value,  .  .. 

The  lands  of  Silefia  wefe  eftimated  at  8a  inilA 
lions  of  crowfis»  and  the  nvean  produce  at  fix  milibdi 
yearly.  The  annual;  impoft  produces  rather  ttmit 
than  1,700,000  crowns';  ^ich  makes  an  4r6rerage  d^ 
about  iS  per  cent,  on  the  whole  prod^ice.  Now,  if 
we  dedudt  from  this  ttie-  annual  ^rccid^fiC^  laid  die 
Turns  remitted  to  the' proprietors  on  accoiim  of  ^h^- 
lity,  hail-ftorms,  fires,  mwtality-  amongft  the  cmiks^ 
&c.  it  will  be  found  that  they  really  pay  not  mom 
than  25  per  cent,  of  their  reventia  It  muft  be  re-^ 
marked,  that  all  improvements  and  cleared-otJt  lands 
are  exempt  from  taxes*  An  eftat?e  Once  valued  i» 
the  furvey,  can  never  be  augmented^,  ftiould  it  ereii 
by  labour  and  induftry  attain  a  double  or  treble  pro^ 
duce.  . 

Befides  the  landholders,  there  are  a  great  many  ar* 
tifans  and  labourers  ih  Silefia  wIk)  work  and  live  in 
the  country*     As  this  clafs-c^- men  are  neither  fuhjeft 

to 
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to  die  land  tax  nor  to  die  exci&,  a  fmall  impoft  is 
Imed  on  them  under  the  dtle  of  induftty.  This  tax^ 
laid  on  inhabitants^  millers^  finith$>  innkeepers,  &c 
tt  never  le&  than  one  erown,  xM>r  more  than  eight, 
aeoording  to  the  profeflfion  of  the  parde$>  and  the  an- 
nual profit  thejr  may  derive  from  it,  produces  to  the 
lang  about  150,000  ciowns.  Spinners  of  flax  and 
viDol  are  exempt  from  this  tax,  as  well  as  weavers. 

The /4i/£f,  or  contribution,  then,  forms' the  only  im- 
poft  on  the  country.  According  to  the  foregoing  calcu- 
]adon,itproduces,withtheiifii{^i3r  tax,  about  1,850^000 
oowns.  Each  village  has  its  ftate  of  repartition,  and 
has  known,  during  dm  courfe  of  thirty  preceding 
years,  the  invariable  impoft  to  which  it  is  .iubjed. 
The  colleAion  of  thefe  taxes  is  condu£led  in  the 
fimpleft  and  eafieft  manner  poflible.  The  whole  j 
province  is  divided  into  48  circles,  named  after  the 
town  which  is  fituated  in  the  centre.  Each  circle 
has  its  particular  provincial  counfellor,  with  a  receiver 
ibbordinate  to  the  former.  In  each  village,  the 
mayor,  or  frocunur  Jl/cal^  levies  the  ftated  impoft 
every  month,  carries  it  on  a  certain  day  to  the  treafury 
of  the  domains;  and  each  proprietor  of  an  ellate 
A)es  the  fame.  Towards  the  end  of  the  fame  month 
this  treafiiry  fends  the  receipt  of  the  whole  circle  to 
Breflaw  or  to  Glogau.  The  flrft  city  has  a  depart- 
ment of  32  circles,  and  the  fecond  of  16.  Thefe 
tceafuries  are  alfo  called  treafuries  of  war,  as  they  ferve 
to  maintain  the  army. 

•  The  taxes  of  each  month  muft  be  fully  p^d  into 
Che  treafury ;  and  if  the  contributor  has  fuflfered  any 

damage 
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damage  by  air  accident,  foch  as  fire,  *  haS**ftorfns> 
lofs  of  cattle,  &c*  the  provincial  counfellor  examin€9w 
the  lofe,  and  values  it:  the  proprietor,  however,  imOt 
ilill  pay  hi&  whole  tax  into  the  treafury  at  the  ap-^ 
pointed  day ;  biatthe  general  treafury  reimburfes  hhn 
the  fum  in  ready  calh*  This  arrangement  makes  it 
habitual  for  the  contributor  to  pay  hts  whole  impd^, 
every  month,  which  is  not  difficult  from  its  mode- 
rate account ;  and  when  he  receives  an  indemnifica^ 
tion  in  ready  money,  he  confiders  it  as  Co  much  pro«*^ 
fie,  and  a  fuccoor  afforded  him  by  government.  To. 
this  fimple  order  is  it  owing,  that,  amidft  the  r^geof 
war,  die  receipt  of  taxes  fo  feldom  was  retarded; 

As  every  contributor  knows  the  duty  he  is  to  pay 
monthly  and  annually,  he  is  never  afraid  of  having 
more  exadted  from  him  than  the  ftipulated  fum«  The 
provincial  counfelbrs,  who  are  chofen  from  amongft 
the  nobility  of  the  circle,  or  who,  at  leaft,  are  obliged 
to  relide  in  it,  in  order  to:  bellow  a  conftant  acfiention 
on  the  affairs  of  their  department  and  the  intereft  of 
the  fbvereign,  are  anfwerable  for  the  exa£t  colleftioa 
of  the  taxes* 

There-  are  v^  rarely  any  arrears,  and  when  a 
proprietor  negleds  bringing  his  contribution  at  the 
ftated  time,  it  argues  in  general  a  want  of  oecoiMoiy 
and  of  order.  The  means  tt^n  employed  Q>  obtain 
the  contribution,  ace  of  a  nature  to  correal:  his  negfi* 
gence  and  deficiency  of  method,  and  to  augment  ^e 
produce  of  his  land.  Not  only  dragoons  or  feUierf 
of  the  circle  are  fent  to  execute  them,  but  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  manages  bis  property  Is  examiiiedit 

'    and 
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end  it  lis  (ubmifted  to  publk  adrtiiniftration*     The 
proprietor  of  an  cftate  negkAcd,  or  indebted^  receivej 
k  fiibfiftence,  and  the  remaiadcr  of  his  revenues  ij 
applied  to  the  payment  of  taxes,  his  <lcbts,  engage 
mcnts,  &ci  and  the  iniprovenient  of  Ws  property. 
-   This  new  plan  of  adn^inidration  was  eftabliflied  in 
S^efia  in  1745.     The  edi^  which  announced  it  ma; 
pafs  for  a  model  of  wifdom  and  peifpicuity  of  ift 
kind*  (y)   The  king  there  explains  his  views  wid: 
expreSidns  truly  paternaL  He  promifes  the  province 
for  himlelf  and  his  fuccefibrs,  never  to  augment  theii 
taxes,  folong  as  matters  remairton  the  prefent  footing 
or,  more  properly,  whilft  they  fhall  fuffice  for^the  maiD 
tenancc  of  the  army,  and  the  neceffities  of  the  pro^ 
vince.     Without  this  latter  claufe,  Frederick's  fuc 
teflbr  might  be  embarrafled  in  making  any  neceflart 
changes  in  this  refpeft  j    if,  indeed,  there  can  be  an) 
fuch  embarraffment  in  a  country  where,  in  fa6t,  thi 
only  fundamental  law  is  the  will  of  the  monarcl^ 
And  in  truth,  who  can  fay  that  in  the  courfe  of  a  fd 
years  the  fame  fum  will  be  fufficient  for  the  fainl 
wants  ?     For,  if  the  mafs  of  fpecie  continues  regulai)| 
to  augment,  as  it  has  done  in  Europe  for  the  Jaft  thi 
hundred  years,  the  price  of  commodities  of  every  kii 
miifl  encreafe  one  third  in  the  courfe  of  a  century, 
the  maintenance  of  an  army  be  encreafed  in  the  G 
proportion.     It  is  probable,  therefore,  if  not  cert 
that,  in  a  hundred  years,  the  prefcnt  taxes  will  not 
fice  for  that  objeft,  even  fuppofing  there  Ihould  be 
augmentation  to  the  army.     Under  the  reign  of  Fi 
<Jerick  II,  however,  the  rate  of  impoft  never  varid 

tho\i 
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thougli  a  considerable  addition  was  made  to  the  arftiy,' 
though  feveral  fortrcffes  were  conftruftcd,  arid  the 
general  price  of  articles  had  greatly  rifen  fincc  itsefta- 
blifhment. 

One  advantage  of  the  excife  over  other  duties  is, 
that  the  produce  is  proportioned  to  the  encreafc  of 
confumpcion  and  population.  This  fecond  fource  of 
revenue,  deftined  to  maintain  a  military  force,  iis  every 
day  becoming  more  and  more  produftive  in  Silcfia, 
fmce  the  peace.  It  extends  to  every  fpecies  of  mer- 
chandize and  produftions,  which  contribute  either  to 
the  fuftenance,  the  luxury,  or  conveniencies  of  life.  It 
it  certaio  that  this  mode  of  taxation  is  thebeft  adapted 
to  towns,  and  the  leaft  felt  by  the  inhabitants ;  yet  it 
is  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  empire,  which  forbid 
taxes  on  articles  of  confumption.  The  excife  in  towns 
is  the  mod  ingenious  invention  that  has  ever  be«i 
produced  in  political  adminiftration*  It  feems  hard,  I 
own,  not  to  be  allowed  to  eat  an  egg,  to  drink  a  glafs 
of  beer,  or  light  a  candle,  without  paying  a  previous 
duty  5  but,  this  duty  is  fo  paid  as  to  be  in  a  manner 
imperceptible  to  the  confumer.  The  countryman,  who 
brings  his  eggs  to  market,  pays  the  excife  z,fening  at 
the  gate,  which  he  recovers  on  the  price.  The  citi- 
zen who  purchafes  the  eggs,  never  dreams  that  he  is 
paying  at  the  fame  time  a  fening  <Juty  to  the  king ;  as 
he  who  drinks  a  bottle  of  beer  does  not  reflet  that 
the  duty  has  been  already  advanced  by  the  brewer, 
whom  he  reimburfes  in  paying  for  his  bottle. 

The  produce  of  the  excife  is  fo  intimately  conneAed 

•with  the  welfare  and  population  of  the  towns^  as  to  in- 
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ffire  the  ibvereigB  with  the  moft  powerful  rnQtitres  to 
augment  both  the  one  and  tlie  other ;  motives  which 
had  but  a  feeble  exiftence  under  the  government  of 
the  houfe  of  Auftria,  when  taxation  was  confined  to 
houies  and  eftates.  This  (brt  of  impoft»  as  immoveable 
as.  the  obje£U  on  which  it  is  laidj  is  fufceptible  of  no 
fenfible  augmentation ;  whereas  the  produce  of  the 
excife  encreafes,  and  diminiflies,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  and  confumption  of  the  inhabitants;  a  motive 
which  is  al<xie  fufficient^  in  our  days,  to  encourage  po* 
pul^tion  and  induftry  in  towns.  At  all  events,  it  is 
proved,  that  this  manner  of  contributing  to  the  public 
burthen,  at  leafl:  does  no  injury  to  then*  population 
and  encreafe. 

But,  this  duty  can  only  be  reckoned  upon  with 
fame  degree  of  certainty  in  walled  towns,  without 
which,  frauds  will  give  occafion  to  continual  diforders. 
In  villages  and  large  burghs,  the  conftant  care  that 
would  be  necefiary  to  prevent  fmuggling,  would  con* 
fume  a  great  part  of  the  receipt :  this  determined  Fre- 
derick to  abolifti  the  excife  throughout  the  coumry, 
and  to  confine  it  to  the  towns  as  their  only  impoft. 

The  colleftion  of  the  excife  is  made  by  receivers 
and  comptrollers,  ftationed  in  every  town  i  and  at  the 
gates  officers  are  placed  to  examine  all  who  enter,  and 
to  prevent  fmuggling.  Thefc  employments  furnifh  a 
flibfiftence  to  fome  thoufands  of  invalids.  Their  bu- 
ijineis  is  (b  fimple  and  (b  clear,  that  nothing  nx>re  is 
neccflary  to  enable  them  to  perform  their  duty,  than 
the  exaftnefs  and  punftuality  they  have  acquired  with 
their  regiments.     The  habit  they  are  in^  of  contenting 

them- 
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themfelvcs  with  very  moderate  pay,  makes  it  eafy  for 
them  to  fubfift  on  a  few  crowns  a  month.  They  have 
but  little  inclination  to  be  feduced  by  the  hope  of  gain, 
as  a  much  fmaller  income  fatisfics  them,  than  others 
who  may  not  have  received,  like  them,  a  Spartan  edu-. 
cation. 

Every  month  the  coUeftors  of  the  excife  tranfinit 
their  receipt  to  the  treafury  of  war  and  domains ;  and 
this  revenue  is  applied,  as  well  as  the  territorial  im- 
poft,  to  the  maintenance  of  the  troops.  The  excife  is 
faid  to  have  produced  in*  1766  about  a  million  of 
crowns.  It  is  calculated,  that  the  confumers  in  the 
towns  pay,  one  with  another,  at  leaft  a  crown  a  head. 
This  duty  falls  on  the  food  and  cloathing,  with  which 
the  pooreft  cannot  difpenfc.  An  ordinary  workman 
confumes,  annually,  at  leaft  fix  bufliels  of  corn ;  the 
excife  receives  6  gros  per  bufhel,  and,  confequently, 
I  I -5th  of  a  crown  annually,  without  reckoning  drink 
and  other  neceflaries. 

The  Silefians  found  this  impoft  the  more  tolerable, 
as  they  were  already  accuftomed  to  it  in  the  preceding 
rrign.  The  univerfality  of  the  impoGtion,  the  aug- 
mentation in  the  price  of  commodities,  ^nd  of  labour, 
which  has  increafed  in  proportion,  the  fimplicity  of 
the  coUeftioni  all  thefe  circumftances  foon.  rendered 
it  lefs  burthenfome,  and,  in  the  end,  almoft  imper- 
ceptible. 

The  firft  circumftance  to  be  attended  to,  to  leflen 
the  weight  of  this  impoft,  is  in  fixing  the  rate  of  it  on 
each  objeft,  to  proportion  it  to  its  neceffity,  as  that 
may  be  more  or  lefs  indifpenfable.     It  is  a  principle 
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not  to  be  contefted,  that  all  articles  of  the  firfl:  neccflity 
for  the  laborious  clafs  of  the  people,  fuch  as  bread, 
drink,  fuel,  cloathing,  &rc.  fhould  be  taxed  at  the 
lowcft  pofliblc  rate.  By  thefe  means,  the  clafs  the 
moft  numerous,  and  nioft  ufeful  to  the  ftate,  may  live 
at  a  fmaller  expence,  and  content  themfelves  with  a 
more  moderate  profit.  It  is  on  this  clafs,  and  on  the 
abundance  of  raw  materials,  chat  the  low  price  of  mer- 
chandize and  manufactures,  and  the  whole  benefit  of 
commerce,  depend.  Such  are  the  principles  which 
have  guided  Frederick  II.  in  all  his  operations  of  fi- 
nance. The  pay  of  the  troops  is  proportioned  to  the 
moderate  price  of  neceffaries. 

If  we  examine,  however,  on  the  principles  we  have 
been  eftablilhing,  the  taxes  laid  at  the  commencement 
on  Silefia,  on  articles  of  the  firft  neceffity,  they  will 
appear  very  confiderable.  Wheat  and  rye,  which 
have  already  paid  under  the  tax  on  land,  are  rated  at 
the  fifth  of  their  average  value ;  beer  and  brandy,  at 
pne  fourth  i  fle(h  meat  pays  from  the  loth  to  the  6  th 
part  of  its  worth ;  which  taxes  have  proportionably 
augmented  their  price  at  market.  This  appears  the 
more  ftriking,  ^s  there  are  many  objefts  of  art,  and  fu- 
perfluities,  which  pay  very  moderately.  None  of  thefe 
articles,  except  coffee,  tea,  chocolate,  Spanifh.fnufl^, 
&c.  are  taxed  at  one  third  of  their  value  :  oyfters,  lam- 
preys, Weftphalia  hams,  foreign  wines,  Hamburgh 
iapons,  foreign  cloths,  laces,  filk  ftuffs,  monkies, 
bears,parrots,  pay  only  one  tenth  of  their  value :  a  co- 
median, a  rope  dancer,  a  tumbler,  pay  each  of  them  a 
crown  a  day  i  a  puppet-lhow  man,  half  a  crpwn ;  a 
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quack  (Jpftof^  a  flight-of-hand  man,  and  an  exhibitor 
of  the  magic  lantern,  four  gros. 

Put,  experience  has  proved,  that  the  taxes  on  ar- 
ticles of  the  firft  neceflity  have  not  too  much  encreafed 
their  price,  either  for  the  citizen  pr  the  fbldier.  Po- 
pulation, induftry,  commerce,  and  agriculture,  flou- 
rifti.  It  is  ^  general  remark,, that,  when  bread  is  at  too 
low  a  price,  the  .working  people  arelefs  aftive  anddi- 
Jigeat.  It  is  not  poflible  to  force  them  to  earn  more  - 
than  they  have  occafion  to  fpend  s  whereas  neceflity 
infpires  them  with  double  aftivity,  when  they  cannot: 
live  but  at  a  double  expence,  The  maHufaftures  of 
linen  and  cloths,  which  form  the  principal  objefts  of 
conimerce  ia-Silpfia,  always  are  more  fiouriftiing  in 
thpft  yev^  when  the  f rqp  is  indifferent,  pr  even  bad, 
than  in  plentiful  feafons.  The  governnaent  conftantly 
takes  care  to  keep  the  price  of  corn  on  a  moderate 
footing,  either  by  filling  its  magazines  when  the  crops 
are  abundant,  ar^d  opening  them  in  times  of  dearth, 
or  by  opportunely  prohibiting  and  permittiog  the  im- 
portation or  ©deportation  of  chat  article. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  Pruffia  might  derive  fome 
profit  from  the  workmanfliip  of  natural  produftions 
imported  from  foreign  countries,  very  trifling  taxes 
were  laid  on  fome  raw  material?,  but  very  heavy  duties 
on  all  foreign  wrought  merchandize,  -fimilar  to  what 
can  be  manufaftured  in  the  country. 

As  this  province  does  npt  derive  all  its  wealth  znd^ 
r^fqurces  from  agriculture,  but  in  a  great  meafure  from 
the  fabrication  of  its  natural  produftions,  and  thofe  of 
its  neighbours,  and  confequently ;  from  coajmerce,  it 
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would  have  been  impolitic  wholly  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  foreign  merchandize,  even  of  inch  as 
was  not  abiblutely  neccflary :  for,  in  thefe  cafes,  it 
ufually  happens,  that  the  adjoining  dates  make  fimilar 
prohibitions  on  their  frontiers ;  a  mealiire  which  ruins 
foreign  commerce,  encourages  fraudulent  traffic,  and 
diminifhes  the  demand  for  the  manu&^kures  of  the 
country.  It  is  from  thele  prohibitions,  ib  frequent  in 
monarchical  governments,  that  commerce  is  ieldom  ib 
flourifliing  in  them  as  iii  republics.  In  the  latter,  all 
ordinances  of  this  nature  tend  only  to  the  general  wel* 
fare;  whereas,  under  monarchs,  theft  prohibitions  have 
frcquendy  no  other  Iburce  than  the  enmities  or  jealou- 
fics  of  courts. .  Ordin  ary  fovcreigns  oftqji  facrifice  the 
advantages  of  induftry  and  of  commerce  to  the  low 
paffions  which  animate  them  againft  their  neighbours. 
No  pofition  is  more  certain  than  that  the  reciprocal 
prohibitions  iffued  by  Auftria,  SileGa,  and  Saxony, 
were  lefs  founded  on  the  perfiialion  of  any  real  advan- 
tage, than  oh  ill  humour,  and  a  mutual  defire  of  in- 
juring. The  ordinances  of  this  nature  piiblifbed  in 
1756  were,  perhaps,  more  detrimental  to  thefe  pro- 
vinces, than  all  the  horrors  of  the  feven  years  war. 

The  impoft  which  the  Silefians  felt  iM  moft.  Was 
that  on  the  Hungary  wines,  which  were  taxed  at  dou- 
ble their  value.  This  obliged  them,  however,  to  ac- 
cuflom  themlelves  to  <lrink  the  wines  of  France, 
fWhich  greatly  encreafcd  the  trade  of  Stettin,  through 
which  the  Bordeaux  wine  pafles  into  Sslefia,  by  the  ri- 
ver Oder. 

It  h  probable,  that,  upon  the  whole,  Silefia  loft 
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nothing  hy'  tbde  prafaibidons^  and  that  ^  balance 
condnp^dto  be  die  faxne.  When  le&  merchaitdize  k 
exported  into  ibreign  countries^  kfs  money  is  ientmn 
of  the  country  for  foreign  produAions.  But,  on  the 
-other  hand,  by  reftrainmg  the  fale  of  a  confiderable 
branch  of  conm^rce^  many  thoia&nd  men  are  fooA 
thrown  out  of  employment^  and  want  iubliftenqe. 
Such  as  are  not  fettled^  quit  the  coimtry;  frauds /in4 
fint^giing  encreafe  in  propordon  to  the  dudes ;  the 
receipt  of  the  excife  diminifhes*  If  we  add  to  this  di^^ 
minution,  that  which  was  occafioned  in  Siiefia  by  the 
war,  widi  ri{pe&  to  its  popiladon  End  CDiifumpdon, 
it  is  ewdent,  that>  after  thefeven  years  war,  this  receipt 
muft  have  b^n  confiderably  lowered. 

Itfcems  that  Frederick  imagined  he,  had  difeovered 
the  caufe  of  this  dimiiiudon  in  the  negligence  and  want 
of  talents  of  the  perfcms  employed  in  the  colleAioii 
^nd  adminiftralbn:  a  prejudice  imbibed  with  his 
educadon,  made  him  think  the  Germans  devoid  of 
aftivity  and  talents.  In  1766,  he  eflablifhed  a  French 
adminiftration.  (8)  It  is  faid  that  Helvetius,  who 
came  to  Potzdam  after  tlie  feven  years  war,  gave  the 
king  fo  favourable  a  defcription  of  the  nvuiagement  of 
the  finances  in  France,  that  he  immediately  refolved 
to  fend  for  financiers  and  clerks  from  that  kingdom. 
If  this  be  the  fad,  Frederick  muft  furely  have  placed 
great  confidence  in  the  author  de  rEfpritj  to  adopt  his 
opinion,  in  oppofition  to  the  cries  of  all  France,  and 
the  innumerable  works,  which  fufficiendy  proved,  that 
the  adminiftration  of  finances  in  that  kingdom  was  as 
ruinous  to  the  fubjcft  as  to  the  fovereign,    France 
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had  not  then  aNedcer»  nor  was -Louis  XVI.  on  the 
throne^  to  labour^  with  fuch  adnurable  intentions,  to 
reforni  abuies,  and  to  relieve  his  people.-  It  has  been 
incODteftably  demonffa-ated^  that^  in  dividing  the  taxes 
in  France  into  five  parts,  only  three  fifths  entered  into 
the  royal  coffers,  whilft  the  two  others  were  devoured 
by  fixty  infatiable  farni^r$  general^  and  by  legions  of 
grejsdy  fubaJterns,  In  Silcfia,  by  Frederick's  arrange- 
ment, the  expences  of  the  coUeAion  and  adminif- 
tration  of.  all  the  imperils  and  revenues  of  the  ftate, 
barely  amounted  to  150,000  crowns,  one  third  of  the 
l^eceipt^  and  this  third  provided  a  fubfiftence  for  a 
vaft  number  of  invalid  foldicrs,  who  were  clerks,  and 
who,  independently  of  this,  muft'  have  been  provided 
for  by  the  ftate.  (9.) 

In  1766,  a  colony  of  French  were  feen  to  difperic 
themfelves  over  the  PrufTian  ftates, .  and  fix  in  the 
towns,  under  the  name  of  direftors,  fub-direclors,  in- 
Ipeftors,  comptrollers,  clerks,  fealers  of  merchandize^ 
2cc.  Brigades  of  foot  and  horfe  guards  were  formed 
to  make  war  againft  the  fmugglers ;  and  thefe  men  had 
cxcefTive  falarics :  falaries  unheard  of,  hitherto,  in  the 
Pruffian  flates-  (lo)  The  new  fyftem  multipliM 
without  end  formalities  and  ordinances ;  and  as  thefe 
new  managers  were  ftrangers  alike  to  the  language  and 
the  ancient  laws,  it  was  natural  to  perceive  a  multitude 
of  contradidtions  fpring  up,  which  in  the  end  produced 
diforder  and  confufion.  If  the  rate  of  excifc  was  not 
every  where  augmented,  a  multitude  of  tickets,  certi- 
iicates,  and  acknowledgments  of  every  kind,  were 
introduced  j  and^  for  thefe>  a  paynient  becaiftic;  necef- 
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laiy.    Thefc  permits,  in  faft,  formed  a  new  impoft, 
which,  inllead  of  entering  into  the  king's,  trcafury, 
only  augmented  the  income  and  infolence  of  thefe  nev 
comers.    An  infinite  number  of  little  laws  were  to  be 
Iqarnt,  written  in  a  foreign  tongue,  and  which  appeared 
cndle&ly  complicated  for  no  other  purpofe  but  to 
alarm  and  fhake  the  confidence  of  the  fubjefl:s>  to 
make  them  fall  every  inftant  into  involuntary  errors, 
and  to  augment  the  receipt  of  fines ;  a  frelh  fource 
of  rapine  for  theFr/ench  fubalterns.     A  new  fyftem 
ftarted  up,  introducing  with  it  the  tickets  and  other 
ufages  of  the  French  adminiftration.     Equally  noveji 
was  the  art  of  efcaping  from  the  fnares  fpread  by  thefe 
petty  laws  on  every  fide  under  the  footfteps  of  the 
citizens.    But,  the  difficulties  and  formalities  which 
accompanied  this  contribution  rendered,  it   doubly 
difagrecable*     A  man  efteemed  himftlf  fortunate,  i^ 
on  receiving  a  cafk  of  foreign  wine,  he  could,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  whole  day,  feek  out  and  difcover  all  the 
diflferent  offices  at  which  he  muft  pay,  and  obtain  ia 
the  evening,  with  a  dozen  of  little  tickets  in  his  hand, 
a  permiflion  to  put  his  wine  into  his  cellar,  (i  i ) 

The  punifhments  annexed  to  fi-auds  and  fmuggling 
were  greatly  difproportioned  to  the  damage.  The 
judges  of  thefe  crimes  were  in  a  confiderable  degree 
dependent  on  the  new  adminiftration,  and  partook  of 
the  fines.  It  is  known  that  Frederick  frequently  an- 
nulled thefe  barbarous  or  ridiculous  fentenccs ;  but 
only  in  cafes  where  either  the  judges  werefb  deficient 
in  penetration  as  not  to  perceive  that  their  execution 
was  inipoflible>   or  where  the  r^ine  had  become 
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glaring  in  the  excels.  ( 1 1)  The  greateft  fart  of  the 
cffenders  paid  the  penalties  infli&ed  by  thefe  judicial 
lobbess*  The  Ihare  of  the  fines  of  a  judge  of  excifc, 
xalkd  a  judge  af  attribuHony  amounted  to  upwards  of 
iooo  crawfis  annually^  and  that  <^  a  fupcrior  judge 
t0  above  5000^  exchifive  of  their  falaries. 

The  public  are  ignorant  whether  this  management 
ptotfoced  any  conTiderable  augmentation  to  the  royal 
revenues ;  but»  to  judge  from  the  compla^ts  of  the 
lubjefts^  they  feem  to  have  thought  thcmfelves  ten 
limes  more  heavily  laden  than  before*  It  was  natu- 
«ai  for  the  Germans,  who  always  fufpeft  the  French 
ef  the  defign  of  enriching  themfelves  at  their  ei^nce, 
to  be  prejudiced  againil  a  fyftem,  the  execution  of 
which  was  entrufted  to  perfons  of  that  nation  i  and 
"die  condud  of  feveral  of  thefe  forved  only  to  confirm 
|)rejudices.  They  were  confidered  as  fo  many  ene« 
inks  come  to  pillage  the  citizens>  and  every  thing 
yn&  tbou^t  a  fair  prize  that  could  be  hidden  from 
tb/t  watchful  eyes  of  thefe  detefted  Argufes.. 

From  tha6period>  the  people  could  no  longer  be 
perfuaded  that  the  augmentation  of  duties  on  foreign 
goods,  imported  into  the  country,  tended  to  make 
the  national  commerce  and  manufadures  flourifo. 
This  doctrine  was  confidered  as  a  pretext  of  the  ne¥r 
adminiftration  to  augment  the  receipt,  without  trou- 
bling  thcmfelves  about  the  confequences  which  might 
ultimately  arife  from  it  to  trade.  It  feemed  probable, 
that  thefe  French  financiers  could  not  expeft  to  remain 
longin  their  fituation ;  andlike  farmers  who  have  rented 
land  only  for  a  few  years,  they  laboured  rather  to  turn 
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ev^ry  thing  to  profit,  than  tx>  prepare  either  for  thear 
Aicceilbrs  or  their  mafter  a  plentiful  future  crop*  (13} 

It  is  not  afironiihing,  then,  tliat  the  Fruflians  (hoidd 
confider  it  as  no  breach  of  their  diKv,  as  fut^e&s,  tm 
fmuggle,  and  ufe  every  meaQS  to  defraud  the  revenue. 
Bands  of  fmugglers  becanic  £requenr,  and  marched 
often  arnned.(  14)  Still  were  they  leagued  clandef^ 
tinely  with  the  fubalterns  of  the  excife,  and  a^n^itted 
amonglt  them  as  participators  of  their  profits.  (15) 
The  French  themfelves  were  amazed  at  the  ftrata- 
gems  invented  every  day  to  deceive  their  vigilance. 
Nor  can  it  be  difputed,  that,  under  the  French  fyden^ 
itiore  foreign  merchandize  was  introduced  than  ever^ 
and  that  fince  1766  commerce  has  from  year  to 
year  been  fenfibly  declining:  yet  the  merchants  and 
carriers  complained  lefs  of  the  augmentation  of  the 
taxes,  than  oi  the  difficulties  with  which  diefe  pay^ 
itients  were  attended,  the  tkne  ioft  in  making  them^ 
and  the  unremitted  care  which  they  were  obliged  to 
take,  even  on  the  moft  trivial  occasions,  to  avoid  this 
fnares  into  which  a  choufand  Ikde  ordinances  were 
likely,  in  defpite  of  every  precaution^  to  decoy  thofe 
v^ho  were  the  objefts  of  their  inftitution.  A  great 
number  of  Folifh,  Ruflian,  and  Hungarian  merchants» 
difgufted  with  ail  thefe  formalities,  and  the  infolent 
rapacity  of  the  coUedtors,  preferred  longer  and  more 
expenfive  roads  to  Auftria,  Bohemia,  and  Saxony  f 
and  the  tranfit  duty>  which  was  confideraUe  before 
the  arrival  of  the  French,  was  on  the  point  of  anni- 
hilation at  the  end  <^  the  reign  of  Frederick  11. 

Fredehck  had  manifefted^  in  all  his  other  arrange- 
ments 


metits  of  finaace^  that  his  only  wilh  was  to  relieve  his 
(ubje£b  as  much  as  poffible;  yet  he  heard  their  <:onr 
jdnual  complaints^  and  was  no  ftranger  to  the  detefta- 
doa  with  which  the  French  fyftem  was  confidered  by 
his  people.  But  when  he  had  once  taken  his  refolu- 
don,  he  remained  irrevocably  attached  to  it.  He 
dreaded  left^  by  changing  too  ea01y>  he  ihould  let  the 
man  appear ;  and  he  imagined  that  in  the  endj  in  fpite 
of  the. evil  that  might  rcfult  from  it,  the  people  would 
be  always  difpofed  to  juftify  him^  by  giving  hin[i  credit 
for  being  acquainted  with  fome  fecret  advantages  an- 
fing  from  his  fyftem,  beyond  the  public  comprehen- 
fion,  Frederick  received  all  the  complaints  of  his 
fubjeds  againft  this  adminiftradon,  but  he  generally 
referred  them  to  the  very  fame  adminiftrarion,  only 
cncreaiing  by  this  the  infolence  of  the  direftois,  and  the, 
hatred  and  de(pair  of  his  people,  whp^  though  at  length 
they  bore  their  grievances  in  filence,  took  care  to  in- 
demnify themfelves  by  fraud.  In  faft,  the  Frencji 
fyftem  has  enjoyed  near  20  years  an  abfolute  power  in 
matters  under  its  controul,  and  an  authority  indepe^- 
dent  of  all  the  other  tribunals  ^d  departments.  It 
has  made  every  attempt  likewife  to  get  pofleffiqa  of  the 
,tolk  in  the  country,  and  to  monopolize  foreign  wines, 
tobacco,  coffee,  brandy,  &c.  clafling  them  under  the 
defcriptionof  r^/j///>j.  (16) 

The  tolls  of  the  country  form,  as  it  were,  a  part  of 
the  revenue  arifing  from  the  crown  lands,  and  enter 
into  the  treafury  of  the  royal  demefnes .  The  tolls  in 
cities,  and  of  fome  noblemen,  for  the  prot^ftipn  aud 
maintenance  of  the.  roads,  bridg«Sji  qjufeways,,  &c. 
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are  but  inconfiderable,  and  they  are  accordingly  very 
badly  kept.  (17)  Before  1766  the  royal  tolls  in 
Silefia  produced  a  revenue  of  200,000  crowns. 

The  moft  confiderable  royalty  in  Silefia  confiftsin 
the  monopoly  of  fait.     The  commerce  of  that  article,' 
fo  generally  neceflary,  is  no  longer  free  in  this  province. 
In  the  14th  century,  the  kings  of  Bohemia  granted  to 
the  towns  the  commerce  of  fait  as  a  branch  of  their 
prerogative.     The  greateft  part  of  this  fait  is  drawn 
from  the  royal  fait  mines  of  Halle  and  Schoenbeck, 
and  is  tranfported,  at  a  fmall  expence,  into  the  different 
provinces,  in  barrels,  by  the  Elbe  and  the  Spree, 
The  expences  amount  to  about  one  third  of  the  falesi 
and  the  whole  remainder  is  for  the  king.     For  the 
part  of  Silefia.  beyond  the  Oder,  about  30,000  quin- 
tals of  foflil  fait  is  brought  annually  from  the  mines 
of  Wililka,  in  Poland,  20  leagues  from  the  frontiers  of 
Silefia.     It  is  conveyed  into  the  magazines  of  Upper 
Silefia  by  the  Viftula,  or  on  carriages,  in  cylinders  of 
fome  hundred  weight,  called  Balwanen.     Each  com- 
munity IS  obliged  to  purchafe  a  certain-quantity  of  this 
fait.     The  peafants  pound  in  mortars  what  they  want 
for  their  own  ufe,  and  expofe  the  reft  in  lumps,  in 
their  ftables  and  court  yards,  as  a  kind  of  aliment  for 
tile  fheep  and  cows.     The  beauty  and  finenefs  of  the 
Silefian  wool  are  attributed  to  the  peculiar  qualities 
of  this  fait. 

The  royal  treafury  gains  as  much  by  the  commerce 
of  this  mineral  as  by  that  of  marine  fait;  but  as  thefe 
mines  are  fituated  in  the  country  which  has  fallen  to 
tlie  houfe  of  Auftriain  the  partition  of  Polandj  it  is  to 
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be  feared  that  its  price  will  be  one  day  confiderabty 
augmented.  The  public  ceconomifts  of  Silefia  con- 
fider  the  revenue  of  theie  fait  mines  of  fuch  lingular 
importance^  that  diey  cannot  pardon  the  ignorance  or 
negligence  of  the  Pruflian  minifters^  who  did  not  take 
care»  on  the  partition  of  Poland^  to  throw  them  into 
the  king's  portion. 

The  meaiures  employed  to  prevent  the  inhabitants 
cf  the  frontiers  of  Poland  from  purchafing  their  fait  in 
this  country*  where  they  might  have  it  much  cheaper, 
appear  oppreffive*  Each  town,  each  community,  is 
obliged  to  take,  and  pay  for,  at  the  royal  magazines,  a 
certain  quantity  of  fait,  which  is  then  diftributcd  to 
each  inhabitant.  Three  meafures  of  fait  annually  are 
aUowed  for  every  grown-up  perfon.  (i8)  The  furplusj 
muft  alfo  be  taken  from  the  royal  magazines.  It  is 
certain  that  this  proportion  is  not  fufficicnt ;  for  it  is 
proved  that  the  inhabitants  draw  fecr'cdy  a  great  quan- 
tity from  Poland.  The  lurplus  of  the  fea  and  mi- 
neral fait  produces  about  half  a  million  of  crowns 
yearly  in  Silefia. 

The  inhabitants  do  not  complain  of  the  dearnefs  of 
the  marine  fait,  becaufe  they  are  accuftomed  to  it,  but 
of  the  falfc  meafure  of  the  barrels.  And,  here,  as  in 
all  other  places,  the  inconvcniencics  infcparable  from 
the  fyflem  of  farming  the  revenue  are  obvious.  The 
fait  pits  are  farmed,  and  the  farmer  cheats  for  his  own 
profit.  To  remedy  thefe  frauds  in  the  meafurement, 
an  attempt  was  made  to  regulate  the  faje  by  weight, 
but  the  farmer  fl:ill  gained  a  fourth  on  every  ton,  by 
delivering  the  fait  moift.    The  farmer  of  the  royal 
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Ikk  mines  has  greatly  enriched  himfelfy  but,,  the  ac- 
tjuificion  of  fuch  affluence  did  not  at  all  excij:e  the  no^ 
ticeof  the  king. 

The  revenues  of  the  domains,  forcfts,  and  iron  fi>r- 
ges,  in  Silefia,  amount  annually  to  300,000  crofwm. 
The  domain  lands  are  didributed  into  great  baiiiwicv 
which  are  either  adminiftered  or  farmed.  It  would 
probably  be  more  advantageous  for  population  and 
the  public  revenues,  if  thefe  cftates  were  divided  ima 
fmall  farms,  and  fold  or  let  on  leales^  for,  on  a  bailie 
wic,  where  a  bailiff  with  a  few  people  now  refidt,  wp 
Ihouldfoon  fee  whole  families  of  cultivators  fpringup^ 
who,  befides  the  rent  of  their  lands,  would  further  cqq<* 
tribute  by  the  land  tax,  which  the  king  hirnfelf  is  oIk 
liged  to  pay ;  and  the  eocreafe  of  population  furaifli 
foldiers  in  more  abundance  for  the  ^my,  exclufivc  qf 
a  greater  qumber  of  individuals  for  the  purpofes  of 
agriculture.  England  for  fome  time  pad  has  aSbinied  ^ 
Krikingexample  of  the  fatal  confequences  of  large  farisis. 
The  ftate  is  vifibly  depopulating,  and  whole  villages 
become  deferted.  (19)  Yet,  ftill,  the  fyftemofnargc 
farms  is  not  without  its  admirers,  who  pretend  that  die 
manufadtures  require  fo  great  a  number  of  hands,  that 
the  clafs  of  cultivators  cannot  be  augmented.  But» 
this  reafon  is  at  all  events  inapplicable  to  fuch  a  coun- 
try as  Silefia,  where  100,000  cultivators  might  fldlj 
fubfifl:  on  their  labour,  without  doing  the  fmalleft  in- 
|ury  to  manufaftures. 

This  partition  of  the  domains  has  been  tried  in  fomc 
indifferent  lands ;  but  the  fettlers  knew  nothing  of 
igriculture,  and  the  fterility  of  the  foil,  added  to  their 
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ignorance,  rendering  it  impoffible  dfor  them  to  pay 
their  rents,  the  king  from  thence  concluded  that  the 
fyftem  was  aWblutely  ufelefs.  Yet,  it  is  beconiing  an 
€bjcft  of  attention  under  the  prefent  reign. 

The  royal  forefts  in  Silefia  are  very  confidcrable ; 
but  the  mod  extenfive  are  in  parts  where  there  is  nei- 
ther agriculture  nor  population*  A  cord  of  firewood 
cofts  only  half  a  florin  in  the  forefts  of  Upper  Silcfia, 
^  and  thefe  forefts  cover  upwards  of  200^000  acres. 
The  revenue  of  the  forefts  is  therefore  but  very  incon- 
fiderable,  in  proportion  to  their  extent.  In  fevcral 
places  they  would  produce  nothing,  were  it  not  for 
die  forges  of  every  kind  which  are  eftablifhed  in  their 
Vicinity. 

The  Jews  in  this  province  pay  upwards  of  10,000 
crowns  yearly  for  what  is  called  proteSion ;  and  the 
duty  on  cards  and  ftampcd  paper  amounts  to  above 
!20,ooo  crowns.  The  ftamp  is  paid  in  proportion  to 
the  importance  of  the  affair,  or  fale,  which  makes  the 
writipg,  memorial,  or  contradt,  requifite.  There.is  a 
fcale  of  from  fix  times  to  one  thoufand  times  the  va- 
lue of  the  paper.  , 

The  other  revenues  confift  in  the  produce  of  the 
pofts,  exchequer  fines,  certain  duties  on  lands  which 
hold  immediately  under  certain  cities  or  towns,  ^nd  on 
ibme  convents  and  commanderies.  Such  as  enter  into 
pofleffion  of  a  place  or  benefice,  pay  likewife  to  the 
treafury  one  quarter  of  their  income.  Thefe  revenues, 
formerly  named  recruit  duties^  were  employed  in  levy- 
ing Jiew  foldicrs^ 

The 
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The  whole  revenues  tff  the  royal  domains  in  Silefia 
amount  to  the  fum  of     -      i,ooo>ooo  crownSs' 
-   The  land  tax         -         -  1^704,932 

*  The  induftry  tax  in  the  country       1 50^000 

The  excifc        •        -       -         r, 000,000 
Thus  the  king  draws  from  this 

province        ,      -     ^        3>8 54,932  crowns. 

The  plan  orftateof  the  expenditure  is  fixed  in  con- 
fcquence  of  this  receipt,  the  greateft  part  of  which  is 
certain  in  time  of  peace,  and  that  which  is  fubjeft  to 
variation,  fuch  as  the  excife,  the  induftry,  tolls,  &c. 
has  augmented  every  year  until  the  commenc^nient  of 
the  fcven  years  war.  The  revenue  of  the  territorial 
impoft  and  the  excife  is  affigned  for  the  pay  of  the 
army,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  fortrefles,  arfehals,^ 
and  other  military  ftrudhires.  From  this  fund,  alio, 
are  paid  the  peafants,  who  arc  obliged  to  convey  the 
civil  and  military  officers  who  travel  on  public  hufmefs. 
The  falaries  of  the  counfellors  and  other  perfons  in  the 
king's  fervice,  in  the  province,  are  paid  out  of  the  funds 
of  the  domains,  as  well  as  the  other  expcnces  of  civil 
government ;  and  all  this  with  the  utmofl  exadtnefs. 

The  appointments  of  the  provincial  civil  officers  are 
more  confiderable  in  Silefia  than  in  many  other  coun- 
tries, but  their  negligence  and  faults  are  punifticd  with 
a  proportional  feverity.  As  mofl:  of  them  are  fo- 
reigners, the  public  do  not  like  them ;  they  are  con- 
tinually watched,  and  informers  are  never  wanting,  as 
the  inftruments  of  bringing  to  punifhment  thofe  who 
are  deficient  in  exadlnefs  or  fidelity^ 
Vol.  II.  D  At 
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Ac  the  cqinr9ftncemei|t  of  eacli  cml  yeivr>  which  i& 
on  the  ift  oC  JiiiBC^thc  ftatc  of  ik^  receipt  sind  «pcn- 
diture  of  ihi|  fund  was  laid  before  the.  king.  <zo)  la 
tbefe  ftaterocnta,  thefum$  already  naeutionod  fcrve  as 
the  bafis  of  the  receipt  -,  and  in  the  expenditgre^  oot 
only  the  determinate,  but  the  e^traojdin^  chaigcs^ 
are  carried  to  account,  fuch  as  buildings  ere£b^d  by 
order  of  the  king^  dutie^  returmrd,  ciipjKnce  of  jojur- 
nies,  inquefts^  &c.  Tbefe  flfatementa  the  king  figocd 
after  examining  them>  and  they  became  authentic  do- 
Clements  for  the  re^<5liye  chambers  aind  ti;eafi]SieSr 
The  latter  ^uld  not  pay  a  f^thing  beyond  the  ordi- 
nary znd  fi:^d  e]ipences>  without  a  ^cial  order  fioin 
the  minifter  of  the  province  a^d  the  chanaher  i  nor 
Qould  the  m^nifter,  or  the  chamber  themfelires,  give 
%Qy  orders  of  this  nature  to  a  confiderable  ^unount, 
without  the  exprcfs  mandate  of  the  king. 
.  The  leading  principle  of  the  Pruffian  adminiftration 
of  finances  is>  that  the  receipt  muft  always  exceed  the 
expenditure*  This  furplus,  communibus  annUy  amounts 
m  Siie£a  to  aboiiit  half  a  miUion  of  crowns^  The  ex* 
pences  of  the  ^my,  and  for  military  edifices,  ufually 
^nK>unt  tQ  -  -  2,900,000  crowns 

T  hat  pf the  ciyil  ^dipipifbratioQ  to   400^900 


Total      3,300,000 
The  annual  receipt  (as  we  have 

pbfcrved)  amounts  to  358  54,93  2  crowns. 


4  flirplus  tl^ercfprc  reni4i|^  of        ^54,932 

Of 
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Of  this  fafplus,  on6  part  w«s  paid  inm  the  treafary, 
and  Frederick  11.  ufoaiHy  ertiployed  the  rerti^ifidcY  in 
rebuilding  tbwns,  fetding  colonies^  making  iitiprovd- 
ments  in  the  province,  or  in  giving  pr€fertts  to  difffe* 
rent  individuals. 

Such  is  the  gener'al  pidiufe  of  the  adminiftratiofft  of 
the  finances  of  Frederick  jl.  in  Silefia,  and  it  is  nearly: 
oft  the  fame  fyftem  that  all  his  other  *  provinces  vr^t^^ 
idnninifter^d.  (21) 

The  land  tax  in  the  country,  and  the  excife  in  the 
towns,  are  the  onlf  irtipofts  in  tht  province  of  Silefiii}- 
but  the  fubjefts  are  ftlHiabte  to  certaift  fcfvices  which 
have  for  their  objeft  t^  defence  of  the  couhtry. 
Thefe  confift,  ift,  in  the  obligation  to  nrtilitary  fef  vice  i 
adly,  in  the  quartering  of  foldiers ;  jdly,  in  the  car- 
riages, works,  and  dififerent  fupplies  with  which  thd 
peafants  ami  inhabitants  of  the  villages  are  obliged  to 
furnifli  the  king,  his  arnfiy,  officers,  aftd  attendaritSi 
when  required. 

All  thefeobligations  already  exifted  under  Gharles^VI. 
but  if  we  refleft  on  the  differehce  of  the  govei^hnienti 
of  the  two  princes,  we  may  eafily  imagine  that  rhili-* 
tary  fervices  muft  hate  been  much  more  feverely  cix^ 
afted  by  Frederick  11.  than  under  the  preceding  reign : 
for,  in  the  time  of  Charles  VI.'  all  Silefia  fcarcely  con- 
tained 4000  foldiers;  under  Frederick  there  werd 
40,000,  one  half  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  province^ 
From  this  it  would  appear  that  the  burthen  was  in* 
creafed  ten-fold.  But  we  (hould  deceive  ourfelves  ih 
imagining  that  it  is  become  opprcffive  in  the  fame  pro-^ 
portion,  or  that  tho  Silefian  foldicr  is  refufcd  either 
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time  or  liberty  to  cultivate  his  lands.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  is  known  that  the  augnientation  of  the  troops 
has  contributed  in  Sii^da  to  the  increaTe  of  induftry 
and  circulation. 

It  is  clear  that  by  the  arniy  maintained  in  this 
pr6virice,  and  the  eitadt  and  punctual  payment  of  the 
ibldiery,  the  chief  part  of  the  provincial  revenues 
only  entered  the  king's  coffers  to  return  into  circu- 
lation, and  procured  the  citizen  and  the  cultivator  a 
degree  of  certainty  with  refpeft  toth^  means  of  fub- 
fiftence,  and  the  exchange  of  their  produce  againil 
money.  In^many  parts  of  this  country  the  gentleman 
and  the  peafant  fornierly  had  no  market  to  difpofe  of 
the  overplus  of  their  corn,  hay,  ftraw,  cattle,  and 
other  produ6tioRS.  Thus  fttuated,  they  became  care- 
Icfs,  and  agriculture  languilhed ;  the  gentleman  con- 
fined his  .attention  to  the  fports  of  the  field,  and  never 
thought  of  imprpving  his  eftate.  Thjcre  were  many  towns 
without  either  baker,  brewer,  butcher,  or  fhopkeeper, 

Atprefent  there  are  80  garrifoned  towns  in  Silefia, 
all  fo  difti  ibutcd  throughout  the  province,  as  to  enable 
the  villagers  of  every  diftrift  eafily  to  come  to  market, 
and  exchange  their  different  fuperfluities  for  money, 
A  Tmall  town,  with  only  a  garrifon  of  600  huflkrs,  re- 
ceives annually  5  or  6ot5Q  crowns.  The  money  paid 
the  foldier  returns  into  the  hands  of  the  inhabitant  and 
the  peafant,  who  furnilh  him  with  the  neceflaries  of 
life.  If  we  obferve  wh^t  eaft  and  comfort  the  circu- 
Jation  of  only  looo  crowns  in  fpecie  procures  to  9 
jiumber  of  induftrious  families,  we  may  form  fomc 
jd?4  Pf  Xh?  pop^latJQn#  activity,  and  cornfort,  which 
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two  millions  of  crowns  muft  produce,  diftributed 
yearly,  within  the  circle  of  a  province.  Not  above 
ten  years  have  elapfed  fince  the  little  town  of  Silber- 
berg  could  fcarcely  maintain  four  or  five  brewers, 
bakers,  butchers,  and  fhopkeepers-  Now  that  the 
fortrefs  is  rebuilt,  and  a  garrifon  kept  there  of  1600 
men,  whofe  pay  amounts  to  40,000  crowns,  thefc 
profeflions  furnifh  fubfiftence  for  more  than  50  fami- 
lies 5  and  this  increafe  of  comfort  and  population  has 
proportionably  augmented  the  number  of  other  trades. 

It  is  certain,  however,  that  all  thefe  advantages 
Would  difappear,  and  an  army  of  40,000  men  in  fuch 
a  province  as  Silefia  be 'a  devouring  monfter,  but.  for 
the  order  and  exaftnefs  with  which  it  is  paid,  and  the 
admirable  difcipline  which  invariably  keeps  the  foldier 
in  the  execution  of  his  duty.  The  Silefiaits,  ruined 
formerly  by  the  Imperial  troops,  were  unable  to  form 
any  idea  of  this  difcipline,  and  fhuddered  at  the  very 
name  of  a  garrifon.  On  reading  the  continual  com- 
plaints made  by  this  province,  under  the  preceding 
reign,  againft  the  military  exactions,  we  figure  to 
Ourfelvcs  an  army  pillaging  a  hoftile  country.  The 
foldiers,  not  punftually  paid^  were  driven  by  neceffity 
CO  live  as  they  could.  The  inhabitants  received  no- 
thing for  lodgings,  provifions,  tranfports,  and  other 
fcrvices.  The  money  they  paid  for  recruits  was  fent 
out  of  the  province,  to  which  it  never  returned. 

Experience  and  comparifon  have  proved  to  the  Si- 
lefians,  that  an  army,  governed  according  to  the  mili- 
tary conftitution  of  Pruffia,  is  more  generally  fayowv 
able  to  circulation  and  induftry,  than  the  profuiion  of 
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«  voluptuous  court.  Accordingly^  at  the  pre&nt  p(B-» 
riod^  complaints  are  feldom  heard  in  Silcfia  of  gar- 
rifons,  which  occafion  an  annual  circul^ion  of  upwards 
of  two  millions  of  crowns. 

When  we  confider  that  the  young  men  arc  obliged 
to  enter  into  the  military  line,  and  that  the  foldiers, 
vho  work  alio  on  the  fortifications,  are  furniihed,,  at  ^ 
certain  price^  with  lodg^iogs,  carriages,  horfes,  com, 
%nd  forage,  we  cannot  fuppoie  that  this  advantage  ba^ 
been  purchafed  at  top  dear  a  price. 

In  the  prefent  conftitution  of  monarchical  ftatesy 
vhich  are  obliged  to  maintain  coloifal  armies,  the  (irft 
dtity  of  tjie  fubye^l  is,  furely,  military  fervice.  At  all 
times,  and  under  every  form  of  government,  it  was 
the  duty  of  every  man  to  arm  for  the  defence  of  the 
country.  It  is  only  in  modern  times,  that  the  fubjcfts 
of  fome  ftates  furnifhed  nnoney  to  enlift  folditrs,  in 
lieu  of  perfonal  fervice.  But,  in  Pruffia,  the  military 
conftitqtion  is  far  beyond  what  was  ever  wiu^ffcii 
either  in  ancient  or  mpdern  ftates.  It  would  not  be 
difficult  to  prove,  that  when  Rome  governed  Afia^ 
Africa,  and  the  greateft  part  of  £urope>  ihe  at  np  time 
had  on  foot  more  numerpus  armies  than  thoT^  Kiiain- 
tained  by  Frederick  in  time  of  peace.  In  the  prc^vi^ce 
of  Silefxa,  for  inftance,  there  are  conft^ndy  fix  kgionfe; 
equal  to  thofe  of  the  Romans,  and  one  half  of  thtm, 
muft  be  native  fbldiers.  Never  did  the  Romadu 
m^nuin  fb.  conGderable  a  garrifbn  in  any  of  their 
cojjquered  kingdoms. 

We  have  (hewn  the  means  employed  by  the  admi* 

niftcatioa  to  keep  up  this  army  4t  the  expenoe  of  the. 
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proTiJicei  widiout  coniiderably  augmenting  the  taxes^ 
beyond  what  they  amounted  to  under  the  lad:  reign  of 
the  houfe  <^  Auftria.  But  how  can  this  province^ 
with  its  prefcnt  population,  continually  furnifti  20,000 
men  able  to:bear  arms  ?  (ai)  Sparta  and  Switzerland^* 
where  every  man  was  a  foldier,  cannot  her^  be  tited 
as  examples.  In  Sparta,  the  Jloies  cultivated  the 
lands,  and  the  Swifs  have  but  little  land  to  cultivate. 
The  woftderfiU  adminiftration  of  Frederick  has  refolved 
this  problem^  and  at  this  day  nothing  appears  more 
fimple« 

This  arrangement  i^  founded  dn  what  is  called 
cantonments.  Each  regiment,  except  the  hufiars,  \ii% 
a  cafttdfij  or  diftridt,  aifigned  to  it,  comprehending  a 
certain  number  of  towns  or  villages,  from  which  it  has 
a  right  to  take,  fof  the  military  fcrvice>  the  young  peo- 
ple of  whom  they  ftand  in  need.  The  regiment  keeps 
a  lift  of  all  the  (bns  of  citizens  and  peafants  in  the 
diftrift,  who  are  marked  on  the  baptifmal  regifteJ** 
Every  year  one  of  the  officers  of  the  regiment  is  fent 
into  the  canton,  to  examine  the  young  men,  to  meafurc 
them,  and  nnrark  fuch  as  are  fit  for  iervice.  But  this 
levy  cannot  be  made  arbitrarily,  without  giving  notice 
to  the  chamb^i  which  fends  commiffaries,  with  orders 
to  fee  that  ev^ry  thing  is  conduced  agreeably  to  the 
ordinances.  The  reguktion  eftabliflied  on  this  fub- 
je£t  limits  the  power  of  the  regiments,  and  determines 
the  cafes  in  which  levies  may  be  made.  There  are 
ipecific  exemptions,  which  tend  to  the  benefit  of  agri- 
culture, manufadfcures,  a^d  popiriation.  This  rega* 
iatioA  exempts,  m  the  firft  place,  only  fons,  who  are 

D  4  deftincd 
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,  deftined  to  fucceed  their  fadiers  in  fonae  iitnkaxfhi  or 

thofe  children  with  whofe  fervices  a  family  cannot  dif- 

.  penfe«  for  the  cultivation,  of  their  laads^  or  who  are 

,  obliged  to  take  care  of  a  poor  or  infirm  mother^  or 

'  brothers  and  fifters  in  a  ftate  of  infancy:  adly^  ftran- 

gers  newly  fettled  in  the  cound^y,  and  the  children  thcjr 

have  brought  with  thepi :   jdly,  weavers  (jn  Silelia) : 

.  4thly>  artifans  in  certain  profeffions^  according  to.their 

utility  and  fcarcity  in  each  province.     For  inftance,  as 

the  city  of  BreQaw,  and  the  mountainoms  diftrift,  arc 

the  feat  of  the  linen  manufaftories,  thcfc  places  ait 

exempt  from  military  fervice.      It  is  true  that  the 

mountains  of  Silefia  are  appropriated  to  the  king's. 

guards ;  but  foldiers  are  rarely  drawn  from  thence  for 

them,  as  the  generals  of  other  regiments  make  a  point 

.  of  offering  their  handfomeft  men  to  the  king  for  his 

regiment  of  guards. 

In  the  fpring,  the  canionjjis  (the  foldiers  of  the.  dif- 
.  tri£ts)  are  fent  to  their  rcfpeftive  regimchts  to  be  ex- 
ercifed;  and  in  three  months  they  muft  be  ready  to 
appear  at  the  king's  reviews.  As  long^s  they  remain 
with  the  regiment,  they  receive,  like  other  foldiers, 
pay,  lodging,  and  cloathing.  After  the  reviews^  they 
return  home.  As  the  captains  profit  by  the  pay  of 
the  foldiers  in  their  abfcnce,  there  is  no  fear  of  their 
retaining  them  a  day  longer  than  is  neceffary. 

When  not  on  duty,  thefe  foldiers  return  into  the 
clafs  of  other  villagers,  and  depend,  like  them,  upon 
the  lord  of  the  eftate.  They  may  marry,  purchafc 
land,  and  contraft  other  engagements. 

In  a  great  part  of  Silefia,  efpeci^ly  towards.  Po- 
land, 
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land,  the  military  fervice  aififts  in  poliChing  the  rude 
manners  of  the  inhabitants :  for,  in  thefe  countries, 
we  ftill  find'thofe  barbarous  and  filthy  ^^y^/  of  whom 
Procopius  has  left*  us  the  defcription.  (23)  It  is  the 
fame  with  refpeft  to  the  inhabitants  of  Pomerania, 
•  Pruflia,  and  Weftphalia.  The  new  fbldiers  acquire 
habits  of  order  and  cleanlitiefs  at  their  regiments,  and 
many  of  them,  who  in  their  villages  knew  nothing  but 
a  barbarous  and  unintelligible  jargont,  at  length  ac- 
quire a  proficiency  in  the  language  of  their  country. 
On  their  return  to  their  villages,  they  become  models 
of  politenefs  and  kon  ton,  and  thus  contribute,  in 
Ibmc  meafure,  to  the  progrefs  of  civilization.  In  many 
places,  thefe  fbldiers,  whom  they  call  Beurlaubten,  or 
fent  backy  are  the  only  perfons  who  can  fpeak  German, 
and  maintain  a  civilized  deportment. 

In  time  of  peace  the  foldiers  are  quartered  only  in 
.the  towns.  Tho'  no  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  Silefian 
towns  are  garrifoned,  the  burthen  is  divided  amongft 
them  all,  which  is  a  great  relief  to  thofe  who  are  aAu- 
ally  obliged  to  fupport  it.  This  repartition  is  eflFefted 
by  a  duty  on  each  houfe  in  the  towns,  and  on  indullry, 
which  duty  is  called  fervice.  The  fervice  of  a  mode- 
rate citizen  amounts  to  fome  crowns  monthly;  and  this 
impoft  is  fo  univerfal  in  the  towns,  that  the  civil 
officers  of  government  are  themfelves  obliged  to  con- 
tribute a  fmall  portion  of  their  appointments.  The 
fervice  money  caufes  an  annual  circulation  of  about 
200,000  crowns  in  Silefia. 

This  money  is  paid  into  the  fervice  fund,  from 
which,  a  reimburfemont  is  afterwards  made  to  all  in- 
habitants 
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habitants  upon  whom  dte  comrnon  ibldaers  aitf  itdualiy 
quartered.  Eight  gros>  or  half  a  florin  is  paid  month- 
ly for  a  foldier^  if  he  be  a  (ingk  maA|  for  a  married 
ibldier  i6>  and  for  a  bdrfe  6  gros. 

All  the  towns  in  the  SileQan  mountains  arc  not 
garrifoned  in  tinie  of  peace^  on  account  of.  the  dear* 
nefs  of  provifionsy  and  from  a  dread  of  inlerniptiag 
the  commerce  and  manufa^fcyres  <^  linen^  which  are 
very  flourifiiing  in  thoie  parts*  In  vain  are  treop 
well  difciplined^  when  it  will  c^cen  hapt>en  that  the 
officer  and  the  foldier  make  the  ckizen  feel  the  difdain 
with  which  they  think  they  have  a  right  to  treat  him. 
The  merchants  on  his  fide>  who  thinks^  with  reafon, 
that)  by  making  commerce  flourifli,  he  renders  iervice 
to  the  ftate,  cannot  fubmit  to  military  iniblence ;  he 
beholds  with  pain  the  im^ge  of  force  and  fervitude 
perpetually  thundering  on  every  fide  of  him :  all  thcfe 
circumftances  confpire  to  difcourage  and  dcptds  hini, 
nor  can  he  retain  the  fame  efteem  for  a  profefiion 
which  leads  to  no  refpe^l :  his  adivity  ceaies,  on  fee* 
ing  men  who  lead  an  idle  life  enjoy  without  any  trouble 
fuch  confideration,  and  pride  themfelvea  xspaa  it  to 
render  his  feelings  the  more  humiliating :  hence  be 
confiders  as  enemies  even  his  fellow  citizens^  armed 
for  his  defence ;  and  is  foon  tempted  to  carry  with 
him  into  neighbouring  countries,  always  ready  to  re- 
ceive him,  that  induftry,  wkhout  which  it  wooid  be 
no  eafy  matter  to  maintain  the  foldien  It  is  naturaij 
therefore,  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  in  theie 
diftrifts  readily  to  pay  the  fervice  duiy^  without  re- 
quiring garriibns  /  whilft  others^  which  are  defiitute  ai 

trade 
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rade  and  inanufd&ures>  deem  themfelves  loftgntte  to 
lave  quartered  upon  them  troops  who  procure  diem 
he  means  of  fubiiftcflce. 

Frjcderick  II.  to  relieve  the  inhabitants,  built  bar- 
acks  at  hi«  own  expence,  in  many  towns,  for  the  fol-' 
liers.  Thus  their  lodging  is  not  burthenfome  for 
ertain  places,  and  is  highly  advantageous  for.others. 

It  is  the  fame  with  refped  to  the  obligation  they 
re  under  of  travelling  with  their  horfes  for  the  king's 
brvice,  or  of  delivering  corn,  forage,  &c  All  per- 
bns  who  travel  in  the  public  fervice,  and  have  pa{P* 
K>rcs  from  the  kii^  his  minifter,  or  the  chamber,  are 
onveyed  by  the  peafants  from  one  village  to  another^ 
irith  tific  number  of  horfes  mentioned  in  the  paflport« 
rhe  traveller  gives  the  pealant  a  receipt,  which  he 
;arries  to  the  office  of  the  domains  of  his  circle,  and 
eceives  the  fixed  price  of  three  gros  a  German,  or 
be  Engliih  miles,  per  horfe.  This  pay,  which,  ia 
ruth,  would  appear  very  trifling  in  fome  countries,  is, 
tx  others,  equal  to  ordinary  gain.  Each  peafant  in 
iilefia  maintains  in  general  four  horfes>  and  thefe  ier> 
'ices  are  performed  alternately  by  the  inhabitants  of 
ach  village,  and  no  peafant  can  be  compelled  to  ab- 
ent  himfelf  above  one  day  from  his  houfe. 

All  the  ordinances  which  regulate  thefe  fcrvices 
)reathe  hunnamty  and  moderation.  An  extradt  from 
hat  for  regulating  the  travelling  horfes,  willfufBce  to 
hew  the  ffarit  that  pervades  the  whole:—*'  The  pea- 
'  fants  who  fumiih  horfes  fhall  not  be  forced  to  go 

*  further  than  their  fhtion,  'nor  fhall  they  be  com- 

*  peUcd.  CO  go  noore  than  a  (German)  mile  and  a  half 

*'in 
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"  in  two  hours.  Travellers  are  forbidden  to  pirih  on 
*'  the  hories^  and  load  them  with  packets  and  baggage  i 
•'  and  they  are  efpecially  warned  againft  fuflTering  their 
*^  fervants  to  drive  or  beat  the  horfes.  If  the  traveller 
"arrives  later  by  12  hours  than  the  time  at  which 
•*  the  horfes  were  ordered  for  him,  the  geafant  is  not 
'^  obliged  to  wait  any  longer  for  him  1  and  he  can  be 
**  condu&ed  only  at  his  own  expence." 

Frederick  himfelf  gave  the  example  of  humanity 
and  moderation  towards  the  peafants.  He  carried 
his  attention  fo  far  as  himfelf  to  determine  the  num- 
ber of  horfes  they  Ihould  be  obliged  to  furniih  for  his 
own  journiesj  and  never  did  he  require,  one  more« 
His  fuite  was  never  compofed  of  more  than  three  or 
four  carriages,  with  his  faddle  horfes.  The  plan  of 
his  journey  was  fo  difpofed,  that  the  peafants  never 
waited  above  an  hour  or  two,  nor  proceeded  more 
than  twelve  £ngli(h  miles.  When  the  horfes  died, 
they  were  always  paid  for  out  of  the  royal  treafury. 

When  a  confiderable  number  of  carriages  were 
neceflary  for  the  fervice  of  the  army,  the  conftrudtion 
of  fortreffes^  or  the  conveying  of  corn  to  the  nnaga- 
zines,  the  chamber  commanded  the  provincial  coun- 
fellors  in  each  circle  to  give  notice  to  the  peafants. 
The  diftance,  the  time,  and  the  quantity  of  the  con- 
veyances, are  fixed,  and  the  proprietors  are  paid  a 
reafonable  price.  Even  in  the  midft  of  war  the  pea- 
iknts  are  not  obliged  to  work  for  nothing ;  and  in  1 76  j 
the  Silefians  were  exempted  from  every  duty  for  fomc  | 
months,  to  indemnify  them  in  fome  meafure  for  the 
extraordinary  fervices  required  of  them  during  the  war.  I 

This! 
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This  ibxt  of  fervice  is  always  tinder  the  injpe&ion 
of  the  chambers,  their  commiflfaries,  and  provincial 
couniellors.  It  is  never  abandoned  to  the  arbitrary 
difpofal  of  the  military,  even  when  wanted  for  the  pur* 
pofes  of  the  army. 

The  fame  conduft  is  obfcrved  when  com,  forage, 
ftraw,  wood,  or  other  articles,  are  required  of  the  land* 
holders  for  the  ufe  of  the  army.  The  rates  are  fixed 
from  the  general  furvey  of  the  province;  the  prices 
are  reafonable^  and  in  fbme  places  furpafs  thofeof  the 
markets. 

With  refpeft  to  the  fortreflcs,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
villages  who  have  little  places,  the  day  labourers,  and 
artifans,  are  obliged  to  keep  the  ramparts  in  order; 
and  they  arc  fa  well  paid  for  this,  that  they  could  not 
gain  more  at  home,  befides  that  they  have  the  li- 
berty of  fending  others  to  fupply  their  places,  when 
they  think  proper.  The  chambers,  which  arc  entrufted 
with  thefe  works,  have  ftrid  orders  from  the  king  to 
fee  that  the  workmen  are  regularly  paid ;  but,  in  fpite 
of  thefe  precautions,  it,  often,  happens  that  rapacious 
engineers  rob  thefe  people  of  part  of  what  is  due  to 
them,  and  enrich  themfclves  at  their  expencc.  Many 
of  them  have  been  punilhed. 

Frederick  II.  built  every  year  a  certain  number  of 
houfes  at  Berlin,  Potzdam,  and  other  towns,  which 
opened  a  new  channel,  through  which  he  reftored  part 
of  his  revenues  to  circulation.  If  the  workmen  cm- 
ployed  in  thefe  buildings  did  not  gain  enough  to  put 
themfclves  at  their  cafe,  it  was  not  the  king's  fault, 
but  that  of  the  undertakers,  who  deceived  him  with 

the 
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the  grctter  fecility,  ss  it  wai  iffipcjffifcte  for  Mrti  195  ac- 
qtrire  a  knowledge  of  all  the  miniite  Aetit^  in  thn 
branch.  (24)  Frcderfek's  main  dbjeft  was  to  erttpfoy 
sdl  forts  of  workmen  and  artiftnj  m  embellifliing  or 
repairing  the  towns  of  his  dominions.  Fdr  thefe  works, 
and  efpecfaHyfor  thofe  of  the  fortrefles,  h  would  have 
been  eaJ^  to  command  fo!diers,who  would  bare  worked 
mxTch  cheaper  than  ordinary  labourers ;  bnt  this  mtift 
have  injured  other  workmen,  and  Fi^dcrick  tiniforrrfy 
rejefted  that  counfel  as  often  as  it  was  propofed  to 
him.  Many  foldicrs,  however,  Jid  live  by  thefe  works; 
htsr  thejr  were  confidered  as  ordinary  workmen,  paid 
on  the  feme  footing,  and  enjoyed  in  that  rc^cft  the 
feme  degree  of  liberty,  (a^) 

All  thele  arrangements  which  we  have  been  de- 
fcribing;  hare  for  then*  objeft  the  maintenance  of  the 
ijpcateftpoffAlenmnberof  military  forces.  There  is 
ttot,  nor  ever  was  there,  a  fovereign  who  knew  better 
Row  to  diftrover  and  employ  the  means  of  keeping  on 
foot  an  army  fo  immenle,  m  proportion  to  his  domi- 
nions, without  facrificing  the  bappincfs  of  his  people. 
In  aRtheordinances  of  this  philofophical  fovereign,  an 
umfbrm  defirc  of  affording  the  laborious  clafi  of  his 
people  the  means  of  induftry  and  profit  is  predomi- 
nant. Hefabourcd  mcefTantlytofccureto  hisfubjeds, 
fobfiftence,  tranquillity,  fecurity,  property,  and  Bberty 
of  religion;  to  inlpire  them  with  induffiry  and  emu- 
fetioni  to  prefervc  commodities  at  a  moderate  price, 
to  nrraintain  the  neceflary  circulation,  and  to  proteft 
die  people  againft  the  tyranny  and  vexations  of  the 
civiJ  and  miHtary  adminiftration. 

Let 
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Xet  uichntukue  to  examine  that  which  thb  prince 
create4  ia  Sikfia,  perfuaded  tfa^  it  vail  prefent  to  ii$ 
a  model  of  tlie  general  admituftradoa  of  the  Pniffian 
ftatesy  and  point  om  the  meitis  which  have  C€uiduded 
him  ta  the  execution  of  his  defigns. 

The  ihttramenta  of  the  king'&  will  in  Sikfia  are, 

ifi^  The  chambers  of  war  and  domains  eftabtifiied 
at  Breflaw  and  Gbgau.  Thefe  are  direded  by  the 
minifter  of  flafe  and  finai^ces  of  Sileftaj  vadet  the  title 
of  prefident, 

zdfy.  Three  cou0cUs  eftahliihed  ^  Breflaw,  Glo* 
gau,  and  Brieg,  defkhned  to  adminifter  juftke  in  the 
bailiwics,  The  chief  m  this  deparanemt  bears  the 
Ititle  of  minifter  of  ftate  and  juftice  in  S^efia^ 

jdly^  The  army,  always  ready  ta  enfi^^e  re^^ 
for  the  laws  and  ordinances  ot  the  Ibvereignv 

The  mimkler  of  finances  in  Silefia^  md  the  eham^ 
hers  over  which  he  |Nregdes,  da  not  depend,  like  the 
other  provinces  which  hare  no  parfdcutar  minifter,  on 
die  direAory  general  of  finances  at  Bertin.  They  re** 
ceive  their  orders  immedia^Iy  from  the  king.  Th^ 
objeS:s  entrufted  to>  chem^  are  more  extenfive  thaii 
tliofe^  of  the  other  departments  of  finances  and  do-^ 
mains.  Befides  the  adminKtration  of  the  royal  rerev 
nues,  the  care  of  the  troops^  for  whom  they  are  to  pror 
vide  quarters,  the  ^fireSion  of  the  deliveries  of  corn, 
&c.  the  trani|>orts,  and  labours  of  the  pesUants,  &c, 
they  have  the  fuperintendience  of  ^  which  concerns 
riie  rights  and  interefts  of  the  fovereign^  They  exer* 
cife  the  king's  rights  over  the  catholic  churches,  name 
pr  QOf^^m  th^  nonwK^tionof  cupates  of  irhac  (;ommu- 
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mott^  and  iivhen  the  pope  wants  to  pdblifli  a  boll  of  in- 
dulgencies  in  the  province^  it  muft  be  previoiUly  exa- 
mined by  the  chambers,  and  dieu*  confent  obtained 
fpr  its  promnlgation.  They  have  the  infpe£tion  of 
the  police  in  the  towna,  and  in  the  country  the  admi< 
niftracion  of  the  funds  and  revenues  of  municipal  bo- 
dies^  as  well  as  of  all  trades,  arts,  manufaduresj  and 
commerce  i  in  a  word,  of  whatlbever  relates  to  the 
improvent^ht,  the  augmentation,  laboiu:;,  and  iale,  of 
the  produftions  of  the  province. 

It  has,  already,  been  remarked,  that  the  country  is 
divided  into  forty-eight  circles,  each  of  which  is  di- 
redkcd  by  a  provincial  counfellor,  entruftcd  with  all 
which  concerns  the  territorial  impoft,  ^nd  the  exe- 
cution of  the  ordinances  of  the  chamber.  It  is  the 
fame  withrefped  to  towns,  which  are  alfo  divided  into 
ieveral  departments,  each  of  which  is  under  the  di- 
rection of  a  particular  commiflary,  named  by  the 
chamber.  jEach  commiflary  refides  in  the  centre  of 
his  depaftrpent.  He  is  obliged  to  make  frequent 
circuits  through  the  towns  under  his  infpeftion  j  to 
fecep  an  attentive  eye  on  every  thing  relative  to  the 
police,  the  oeconomy  of  the  chamber,  manufactures, 
provifions,  induftry,  and  commerce  3  to  make  accu- 
rate reports  to  the  chamber,  and  to  receive  and  exe- 
cute its  orders  for  the  remedy  of  abufes.  * 

All  thelc  counfdlors,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  cham- 
ber, ^e  nprninat^id  by  the  king.  '  The  firft  point  of 
their  inftru£tion  is,  zealoufly  -and  attentively  to  watch 
over  the  interefts  of  the  fovereign ;  the  fecpnd,  to  be- 
ftow  the  utrjioft  attention  on  whatfoevcr  concerns  the 

•  fub- 
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fubfifteBce  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  andcountiy; 
eipecially  of  the  numerous  clafsjof  cultivatx>rs^  arti^ 
fans^  and  Workmen.  It  is  this  clafs  of  men  which 
more  particularly  (lands  in  need  of  all  the  attention* 
and  proteftion  of  government.  As  for  the  gentleman^ 
the  merchant,  the  capitaliil^  &c.  fuch  men  muft  have 
been  abiblutely  deftttute  of  condud:  and  of  prudence^ 
not  to  live  at  their  ea(e,  in  fuch  a  country  as  Silefia, 
under  a  government  like  that  of  Frederick  11. 

The  clafs  of  what  are  properly  cTXieA/ubjeSs  in  the 
country,  is  compofed,  ift,  ofpeaiants;  adly,  of  gar- 
deners i  jdly,  of  fimple  inhabitants.  They  are  called 
peafants  who  pofiefs  land  fufiicient  to  maintain  one  oc 
more  ploughs,  and  who,  in  confequcncc  of  thefe  pof- 
leffions,  are  obliged  to  perform,  with  their  horfes^  a 
definite  or  indefinite  number  of  days  works  for  the 
lord  of  whom  they  hold  their  lands.  The  gardeners 
are  thofe  who  poffefs  only  a  few  acres  of  ground  or  a 
garden,  and  who,  when  they  have  not  purchafed  the 
privilege  of^^^  gardeners y  are  conftrained  to  perform 
fome  manual  fervices  in  the  fields,  or  at  the  caftle  of 
their  lords,  fuch  as  harvefting,  haymaking,  (hooting, 
filhing,  flkeep-lhearing,  meflfages,  or  other  labours  of 
that  kind.  For  thefe  they  receive  a  certain  quantity 
of  the  produce  they  help  to  gather;  fuch  as  the  ele- 
venth bUde,  when  they  work  at  harveft ;  the  fixteenth 
bufhel,  when  they  thrafli ;  two  grbs  per  day  for  other 
works  J  or  a  kreutzer  for  every  league  when  they  are 
fcnt  on  meflfages.  Thefe  rates,  which  were  fixed  at  a 
time  when  the  buftiel  of  wheat  coft  only  4  or  5  gros, 
and  a  labourer  might  fubfift  on  two  krcutzcrs  a  day, 
VojL.  II.  E  no 
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oo  longer  biir  a  juft  proportion  to  the  price  of  otfier 
articles,  and  are  infinitely  below  what  a  free  ma^n  may 
gain.  AU  thefe  people,  however,  find  the  means  of 
bving  on  this  (lender  pay,  and  the  fruits  of  their  gar* 
dens  and  fields.  They  are  extremely  ufeful  to  die 
gentlemen.  As  their  gain  depends  on  the  produce 
^d  fertility  of  the  earth,  it  is  their  interefi:  to  cultivate 
with  care  chofe  fields  of  which  they  fhare  the  profits* 
They  are  called  inhabitants  who  poiTefs  only  a  houie, 
who  live  by  fbme  trade,  or  labour  by  the  day^  and  pay 
a  fmall  tribute  to  the  lord. 

The  fituation  of  the /uljeffs  relatively  to  the  lords 
bore  no  fmall  refemblance  to  real  fervitude.  The 
peaiant  pofTefled  icarcely  any  right  of  property  and  in- 
heritance, as  is  ftill  the  cafe  in  Poland.  He  was  ob- 
liged, during  the  greateft  part  of  the  week>  to  labour 
for  his  lord  with  bis  horfes,  or  his  oxen,  and  had  but 
litde  time  left  to  cultivate  his  own  lands :  a  fingle 
years  fcarcity  was  fufficient  to  overwhelm  and  ruin 
him.  The  lords,  when  they  thought  proper,  deprived 
tii^fe  wretches  of  their  lands,  and  no  other  refburce 
remained  for  them  but  to  turn  labourers  and  fervants, 
or  to  retire  with  their  cattle  into  Poland.  Negli- 
gence, floth,  all  the  vices  of  flavery,  were  the  natural 
fruit  of  this  barbarous  conftitudon.  Induftry  can 
have  no  excitement  whatfoever  without  property  and 
enjoyment. 

The  fovereigns  who  governed  Silefia  before  Fre 
dcrick,.  endeavoured  to  fct  bounds  to  the  privileges  of' 
the  princes,  and  to  reduce  under  their  immediate 
fubjeftion  the  ftates  and  fubjcfts  which  were>  as  yet, 
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no  more  than  mediately  dependent  on  their  powen 
But  it  appears  that  their  objedt  was  to  enfeeble  the 
ftates,  rather  than'  to  reftore  their  fubjefts  to.  the  na- 
tural rights  of  property  and  freedom.  Their  firft  cb^ 
jeft  was  to  draw  a  great  revenue  from  the  country^ 
the  repartition  and  colle&ion  of  which  was  left  with 
the  province:  ib  that,  provided  the  tax  on  lands 
were  paid,  they  gave  themfelves  no  concern  whethet 
they  were  well  or  ill  cultivated.  When  Frederick 
made  himfdf  mafter  of  Silefia,  many  of  the  peafanta 
lands  were  found  in  the  hands  of  the  lords,  without  a 
cultivator;  he  ordered  them  to  be  diftributed  into 
farms,  and  beftowcd  in  full  right  on  cultivators,  with 
houfes,  cattle,  and  every  thing  nec^flary  for  agri- 
culture*  The  lords,  as  we  may  imagine,  did  not  ap- 
prove of  this  ordinance. '  Many  of  them  wtre  obliged 
to  refign  a  great  part  of  their  eftates,  that  they  might 
become  fettlements  for  peafants.  All  this,  however, 
was  literally  carried  into  execution,  and  the  chambers 
watched  with  great  care  over  the  proprietary  rights  of 
the  new  po^Tefibrs. 

An  ordinance  of  the  fame  nature  limited  each  pea^ 
fant  to  the  polTeffion  of  a  fingle  farm.  They  Who 
pofielTed  two  or  more,  were  obliged  tapart  with  them, 
by  eidier  felling  them  to  others,  or  by  giving  them  to 
their  fons,  if  old  enough  to  cultivate  them.  It  is  an 
excellent  principle  of  adminiftration,  that  every  portion 
of  land  capable  of  nourilhing  a  family,  fhduld  have  a 
particular  cultivator.  The  inhabitants  of  towns  were 
prohibited,   likeiwife,   from  poifefling  farms  in  the 
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countiy,  and  thofc  who  already  had  any,  were  obliged 
CO  fell  them  to  the  peafants. 

•  Other  ordinances  fct  bounds  to  the  fcverity  of  the 
lords  towards  their  peafants.  The  gentlemen^  in  imi- 
tation of  the  Poles,  treated  them  extremely  iH,  and 
beat  them  unmercifully,  whenever  they  thought  proper. 
Frederick  gave  thefc  unfortunate  men  the  right  of 
complaining  to  the  government  againft  the  treatment 
and  injuftice  of  their  fuperiors.  He  enjaned  the  tri- 
bunals to  examine  their  complaints,  to  fummon  the 
gentlemen  to  anfwcr  them,  to  punilh  the  cruelty  and 
injuftice  of  thefc  petty  tyrants,  and  to  alleviate  as  much 
as  poffible  the  fate  of  the  cultivator. 

The  fame  ordinance  prohibits  the  lords  from  refofing 
their  peifants  the  liberty  of  quitting  their  territory, 
to  marry  or  fettle  elfewhere,  on  their  paying  a  certain 
fum.  Which  is  fixed  at  a  ducat  a  head. 

There  is  no  country  where  the  laws  are  ib  favour- 
able for  the  Httle  againft  the  great>  asthey  were  in  the 
PruITian  ftates  during  the  reign  of  Frederick.  It  was 
difficult  for  unjuft  and  prejudiced  judges  to  rgeffc  the 
complaints  of  the  people,  in  a  country  where  all  Jcnew 
that  the  loweft  fubjed  could  himfelf  deliver  them 
into  the  hands  of  the  fovereign.  ^  Nor  muft  it  be  ima- 
gined that  2X1  thefe  complaints  were  thrown  into  the 
firC,  (26)  Whatever  was  their  form  and  ftyle,  they 
were  received  and  read,  and,  when  fbme  remarks  in 
the  form  of  inftrudions  had  been  written  upon  the 
margin,  they  were  immediately  ient  to  the  minifter, 
pr.ttie  degartment  conneded  with  the  point  in  queftion. 

*  .  '         ^  An 
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Aa  order  of  the  cabinet  was  frcquendy  given,  at  the. 
feme  time,  for  the  report  of  the  enquiry  to  be  made  to 
the  king.  All  further  regulations  were  needlefs  to 
infpire  the  commiffaries  with  care  and  prudence,  and 
the  judges  with  impartiality. 

.  Only  a  few  years  were  requifite  to  carry  all  thcfe 
ordinances  into  execution  in  Silefia,  whilft  in  other 
countries  they  were  propofing  prizes,  to  decide  fVh^-^ 
th£r  it  be  u/eful  to  fecure  io  tht  pajant  the  property  of 
his  lands  and  of  bis  labour  ?  Frederick  did  not  wait 
for  the  decifion  of  academics  in  matters  which  have 
io  immediate  an  influence  on  the  happii^els  of  man- 
kind,! and  which  no  circumftances,  except  baii)arous 
liabits,  or  the  cxceflive  love  of  paradoxes,  can  ever 
fuf&r  to  be  called  in  queflion. 

All  thefc  regulations  have  for  their  objeft  die  en- 
creafe  of  population,  and  the  improventient  of  the 
condition  of  the  countrymen.  Frederick  exerted 
with  no  lefs  vigilance  his  paternal  cace^  in  repairing 
their  misfortunes  occafioned  by  ftorms,  hail,  inun- 
dations, fires,  diibrders  amongH:  the  catde,  and  other 
acoidcnts,  (27)  In  nq  country  are  there  fewer  beggarsj 
or  a  government  more  attentive  in  preventing  and 
removing  the  mifery  of  the  iubjefts.  <  The  moral  ob- 
ligation of  folacing  the  unhappy  is  become,  ,in  Fre^ 
dcrick's  dominions,  a  duty  commanded  by  the  law; 
The  whole  country  is  divided  into  certain  Ibcieti^sj 
each  member  of  which  receives  fuccours  in  money, 
ncceflaries,  labour,  &c.  whenever  he  meets  with  any 
misfortune  or  confiderable  lofs.  If  we  add  to  this 
a^ftance  the  taxes  remitted  him  fqr  fome  years,  in 
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readymonejry  ii  is  evident  thst  he  mult  fbon  be  in  a 
oondition  to  repair  his  httcSg  and  to  reibtne  his  former 
fituation.  Aprovdncial  cQunfeilor  inquires  .concern- 
ing tlie  nature  ofthefeioflesj  and  eftimatcs  the.datnage» 
Next,  he  makes  his  report  to  the  chancers  which  de- 
cides on  the  nature  of  the  indemnification^  and  takes 
care  that  he  19  paid.  All  this  occa{ion&  na  extra* 
ordinary  exfiences.  In  the  fpace  of  a  few  months^ 
the  buildings  which  have  been  burnt,  muft'be  re- 
paired, and  the  cultivation  of  the  land  fuffers  ho  inter*- 
xuption.     . 

Great  care  is  taken,  Ukewife,  to  prevent  fires.  In 
each  village  there  is  a  pump,  and  every,  inc&vidual  is 
oUiged  to  keep,  in  his  houfe  a  certain  number  of 
leathern  buckets  and  other  implements  calculated  to 
exringaifli  fires;.'  Ail  matters  of  this  fort  arc  examined 
every  year  by  the  provincial  counfeUors,  and, an  exaft 
ieturnmadc.to  the  chambers.  When  there  is  any 
^efidency,  the  provincial  counfelfors  are  refponfible. 

:  it  has  been  obferved  that  we  may  judge  of  the  de- 
gree of  the  civitizadon  of  a  people,  and  of  the  value 
they  annex  to  fixed  habitations,  by  the  precautions 
they  take  againft  fires.  In  a  great  part  of  Silefia, 
fiiuated  on  the  confines  of  Poland,  the  houfes  in  the 
villages,  and  even. in  many  towns,  are  formed  of  the 
truiiks  of  trees  placed  horizontally  oii  each  other,  and 
covered  with,  ftraw  or  fhingles.  There  are  neither 
ftone  chimnies,  nor  any  mafonry.  In  this  cotintry 
it  was  found  neceflary  to  prohibit  the  inhabitants,  un- 
der pain  of  corporal  punifhment,  from  carrying  into 
the  barnsj  (tables^  and  other  thatched  buildings^  light** 
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ca  chips,  or  candles  without  a  lantern ;   fix>m  drying 
flax  and  hemp  in  their  houfes ;  from  lining  their  ftovcs  . 
with  linen  and  other  coHibuftible v iriatters ;     from, 
faioaking  near  thatched  roofs,  in  barxij,  or  in  the: 
woods.     All  thefe  prohibitions  imply  a  very  extraor- . 
dinary  negligence^  infomuch  that  one  would  imcagine . 
that  the  people  for  whom  they  were  rtjade  are  but  juft. 
emerging  out  of  the  paftoral  and  huncimg  itate,  and 
are  only  hegitming  to  experience  the  advanta^s  of  agri- 
culture, fociety,  and  permanent  dwellings.    The  habi- 
tations of  the  gentlemen  of  this  co«ntry  are  nearly  alii 
of  the  fame  architeftiire  j   and  the  barons  live,  as  inf 
many  Polilh  villages,  intermingled,  as  it  were,  with' 
their  horfes,  fwine,  (hcep,  and  oxen.  (18) 

During  the  reign  of  Frederick,  the  ordinances  of 
this  fage  monarch,  and  the  indefatigable  attention  of 
the  chambers,  have  at  length  obliged  them  to  fub- 
ftitute  ftone  chimnies  for  their  wooden  funnels  j  or,  at 
leaft,  the  prohibition  is  fo  enforced  as  to  prevent  themi; 
from  conftrufting  new  houfes  on  the  ancient  j^an.  In 
all  the  villages  ftone  ovens  are  now  to  bfe  met  with, 
and  particular  places  iet  apart  for  drying  their  flax, 
hemp,  and  fruits. 

FK)m  preceding  obfervations  the  reader  will  natu- 
rally conclude  that  the  villages  of  thefe  countries 
are  furroun^ded  by  forefts.  The  whole  country  is 
covered  with  wood,  and  the  villages,  here  and  there; 
rear  up  their  heads  in  the  midft  of  it.  Thefe  damp^ 
woods,  and  the  negligence  of  the  inhabitants,  are  fatai 
to  the  cattle.  Oxen  and  cows  arc  not  fed  in  fta- 
bless   but,  as  foon  as  the  grafs  appears,  they  are  ^nt 
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to  graze  in  the  woods  and  marlhy  codices.  Ho^ce 
it  frequently  happens,  that  they  are  in  want  ododd, 
and  that  the  dews,  the  fogs,  exhalations,  mud,  moif- 
ture  and  heat,  engender  all  ibrts  of  diforders.  Every 
eighth  or  tenth  year  a  general  mortality  rages  among 
the  cattle  in  thefe  diftrids.  Thefe  lofles  the  govern- 
ment endeavour  to  repur  by  companies  of  infurance, 
which,  added  to  the  allowances  made  by  the  chambers, 
comfort  the  inhabitants  amidft  their  calamities.  But, 
in  thefe  very  aids,  poflibly,  we  may  difcover  one  of 
the  caufes  of  the  n^ligence  of  the  peafants,  and  of 
the  encreafe  of  the  evil.  To  obviate  this,  ordinances 
have  been  publiflicd  concerning  the  manner  of  treat- 
ing the  cattle,  and  avoiding  the  contagion ;  and  as 
often  as  a  mortality  takes  place,  the  provincial  coun- 
lellor,  and  the  phyfician  of  the  circle,  open  fome  of 
the  animals,  to  examine  whether  the  diibrder  arifes 
from  a  real  infection,  or  from  the  negligence  of  the 
peafants.  In  the  latter  cafe,  every  kind  of  indemnity 
and  allowance  is  refufed  them,  Phyficians,  eftablilh- 
cd  in  every  circle,  are  employed  to  watch  over  the 
health  of  the  inhabitsmts,  and  the  prefervation  of  die 
cattle,  and  to  make  all  exertions  in  their  power  faith- 
fully to  fulfil  this  double  duty.  They  are  paid  by  the 
king. 

In  genera],  the  fields  are  the  beft  cultivated,  and 
the  cattle  in  the  fineft  condition,  in  the  proteftant 
cantons.  Thofe  of  Glogau,  Lignitz,  Breflaw,  Brieg, 
and  CEls,  iufhere  the  chief  part  of  the  inhabitants 
are  Lutherans,  offer  to  the  eye  as  well  cultivated  a 
country  as  in  any  part  of  Germany.    The  produce 
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of  the  land  is  thcrd  reckoned  at  fix  for  One.  Thc^ 
hoHes  and  horned  cattle  are  robufi:,  and  not  a  corner, 
of  land  is  left  uncultivated.  But,  in  Upper  SileGa^ 
except  Leobfchiitz,  and  the  confines  of  Polandj^  the 
calculation  does  not  exceed  three  for  onej  and  the 
produce  of  a  cow  is  three  crowns  a  year.  The  cattte 
there  are  fmall^  the  horfes  feeble,  and  the  fields  are 
but  very  lightly  tilled. 

Notwithftanding  thkt  the  principal  cau(e  of  thb 
difference,  in  ibme  nneafure,  refults  from  the  nature  of 
the  foil,  yet,  doubtlefs,  we  may  trace  the  abufe  of  re- 
ligion as  not  inaftivc  in  contributing  to  its  produftion. 
The  Silefian  catholics  celebmted  a  great  number  of 
feafts,  which  fufpendcd  the  labour  of  the  country  for 
a  confiderable  part  of  the  year.  Bilhops  and  popes, 
who  commanded  thefe  days  of  reft,  never  thought 
how  many  were  neceffary  for  the  labourer  to  maintain 
his  family.  Attendances  within  a  multitude  of  chapels, 
and  pilgrimages,  were  continually  drawing  him  from 
his  domeftic  occupations }  he  abandoned  his  fields, 
and  expended  on  the  road  the  fruit  of  his  paft  labours* 
It  is  io  exaggerated  eftimate,  furely,  to  fuppofe  that 
50,000  men,  annually,  facrificed  two  days  labour  to 
theie  pilgrimages.  The  lols  occafioned  by  the  faints 
holidays  was  ftill  more  confiderable.  Ten  annual 
feafts  only  fufpended  the  labour  of  at  leaft  500,000 
men.  Thus  two  pilgrimages  and  ten  holidays  ex« 
traordinary  fufficed  to  retrench  from  agriculture 
5,100,000  days  works.  Let  us  eftimate  each  day's 
work  at  only  two  gros,  (about  threepence,)  and  we 
iball  find  that  Frederick^  by  prohibiting  theie  pilgrU 
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mages,  and  abolifhing  thefe  fupcrfiuous  holidays,  pro- 
cured  the  province  an  annual  benefit  of  637,500  flo- 
rins, without  reckoning  the  very  confiderabic  fam 
expended  by  thefe  devout  pSgrims  in  the  foreign 
countries  where  they  went  to  vilit  the  chsq>els.  Fre- 
derick's exannple  has  had  an  influence  on  the  adjoining 
provinces,  and  thefe  holidays  are  aboliflxcd  by  fcveral 
catholic  ftates. 

Frederick,  from  the  commencement  of  his  reign 
in  Silefia,  laboured  to  give  new  life  to  agriculture  by 
population,  and  that  conllimption  which  is  the  ne- 
ceflary  confequence.  The  garrifons,  the  eftablifli* 
mcnt  of  new  manufaftures  in  the  towns,  and  foreign 
colonies  in  the  country,  were  the  means  which  he 
thought  proper  to  employ.  The  garrifons  have  oc- 
cafioned  a  frefti  circulation  of  fpecie  in  upwards  of  50 
towns,  and  have  procured  new  markets  for  the  huf- 
bandman.  Since  the  war  of  30  years,  the  price  of 
articles  has  rifen  one  third  in  Silefia,  as  have  the  fer- 
dlity  of  the  lands  and  the  population. 

The  moft  confiderable  colonies  are  fettled  in  Up- 
per Silefia,  where  they  have  formed  villages  and 
hamlets  from  thie  midft  of  forefts.  They  arc  chiefly 
compofed  of  Germans  :  the  Poles  are  only  admitted 
into  countries  entirely  German.  The  objeft  of  this 
arrangement  is  to  operate  an  akeration  in  the  manners, 
the  language,  and  agriculture,  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
are  ftill  the  ancient  Sarmatians. 

Each  colonifl:  is  put  in  poflTeflion  of  a  houfc  with  a 
barn  and  liable,  of  land  from  12  to  io-  acres,  to  clear 
out,  or  meadow  land,  a  garden  of  one  acre,  and  the 
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ficceffary  cattle*  The  coionift,  in  the  moment  of  his 
becoming  the  proprktor  <rf'this  ground,  is  exempted 
from  all  fervices,  whether  military  or  of  vaflalage. 
He  pays  no  taxes  for  fome  years,  and  the  children 
whom  he  brings  with  him  participate  his  privileges. 

When  Frederick  had  raifed  up,  in  the  forefls  of  his 
domains,  as  many  new  villages  as  prudence  wouH 
permit,  he  excited  the  lords  to  imitate  his  example. 
Each  of  them  who  eftabKlhed  a  new  colony  of 
foreigners  on  his  eftate,  on  the  fame  plan  with  the 
king,  received  a  gratification  of  150  crowns  from  the 
royal  treafury;  and  this  was  fufEcient  in  a  country 
where  lands  and  labour  are  at  a  very  low  rate.  The 
king  required  that  thefe  colonifts  Ihould  be  exonerated 
from  all  fervices,  and  have  their  lands  fecured  to  them 
as  hereditary  property,  A  newly  fettled  village  muft 
contain,  at  leaft,  fix  farms. 

In  order  to  augment  alfo  the  number  of  handicraftf-^ 
men  and  labourers  in  the  province,  the  king  granted 
the  lords  70  crowns  for  every  new  houfe  with  a  gar- 
den, when  they  had  themfelves  the  building  timber, 
and  100  when  they  had  it  not.  After  the  years  of 
exemption,  thefe  fettlers  only  paid  a  flight  quit-rent  to 
the  lord,  and  a  trifling  duty  to  the  royal  coffers.  In 
other  refpefts  they  were  perfeftly  free. 

By  thefe  means,  a  very  few  years  after  the  feven 
years  war,  arofe  upwards  of  250  new  villages,  and 
more  than  2000  new  fettlements  of  farmers,  manu- 
fafturers,  and  other  workmen.  Reckoning  each  vil- 
lage, one  with  another,  only  at  15  families,  and  each 
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family  at  four  perfbns,  we  (hall  findj  including  the  ^ew 
hpuies  of  the  inhabitants,  t7>ooq  coloniflts,  of  whom 
three  fourths  at  leaft  are  foreigner^ 

Althougl^  as  we  have  already  remarked,  attempts 
have  been  made,  in  fome  of  the  royal  domains,  to 
filfide  the  lands  among  (he  ddtiTators,  the  royal 
chambers  have  invariably  confidered  it  as  a  principle^ 
that  it  is  advantageous  to  the  Ibvereign,  to  agncul^rCi 
i^nd  to  populafjorb  that  the  gentlemen  and  other  pro- 
prietors of  land  (hq^ld  divide  it  among  a  great  num- 
ber of  farmers,  either  as  hereditary  property,  or  on 
kaies.  They  always  favour  this  fort  of  arrangcmentSj 
and  encourage  the  proprietors  to  ^dopt  th^m. 

^  ftriking  proof  that  agriculture  has  not  attained 
its  perfe6Uon  in  Silefia  is,  that  two  thirds  only  of  the 
lands  are  fown  yearly,  and  the  remainder  lies  fallow. 
Every  farmer  divides  his  land  into  three  parts;  the  one 
he  calls  his  winter,  the  fecond  his  fummer,  and  the 
third  his  fallow  land.  His  winter  land,  thus  called 
as  it  is  fowed  in  autumn,  is  for  wheat  ^n^  rye.  Hi§ 
fummer  land,  which  is  fown  in  the  Spring,  produces 
barley,  oats,  millet,  flax,  &c.  The  fallows  are  not 
fown,  but  remain  two  years  out  of  tiUage,^  and  ferve 
only  to  graze  the  c^tde.  But,  it  is  evident  that  they 
can  rarely  find  good  eating  on  them,  and  this  repofe 
contributes  little  to  the  fertility.  *  Almoft  all  the  lands 
in  Silefia  are  good,  yet,  on  deducing  the  repofe  of 
thcfe  fallows,  they  fcarccly  produce  four  for  one.  In 
England,  the  Low  Countries,  and  on  the  banks  qf  the 
Jthinc,  the  crop  is  deemed  very  moderate  when  the 
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produce  is  not  12  for  one.  Can  any  point  more 
clearly  prove  diat  tfiefe  fallows  are  kfs  advantageous 
than  marl  and  dung  ? 

It  is  eaff  to  perceive  that  this  cuftom  derives  its 
origin  from  the  times  in  which  die  country  wa3  thinly 
peopled.  If  Silefia  had  &  many  cultivators  as  to  al- 
low only  feven  acres  to  each,  as  amongft  the  Romans, 
they  would  take  care  to  leave  no  fallows,  and  diefe 
feven  acres  would  certainly  produce  more  than  fifty 
in  the  prefent  ftate.  (29)  In  China,  near  London, 
and  in  the  fuburbs  of  BreQaw,  where  thirty  acres  of 
land  colt  as  high  as  10,000  crowns,  and  where  there 
are  no  fallows,  a  fingle  acre  is  fufficient  to  furnifli  fub* 
filtence  for  a  whole  family* 

This  diftribution  of  the  lands  is  one  of  the  greateft 
obftacles  to  agriculture  in  Silefias  it  divides  the  pro^ 
perty  of  each  cultivator  into  three  long  flips,  and  de- 
prives him  of  the  means  of  deriving  the  moft  profit 
from  it.  The  moft  remote  parts  arc  generally  badly 
cultivated,  and  rarely  manured.  The  hufbandman  is 
ordered  to  work  his  fallow  in  June^  but  the  ordinance 
is  feldom  executed,  as  this  is  the  moment  when  forage 
is  the  moft  fcarce,  and  the  fallows  are  wanted  fcx*  the 
cattle  to  graze  on. 

Another  proof  of  the  backwardnefe  of  agriculture  in 
Silefia  is  in  the  quandty  of  commons,  where  neither 
corn  nor  hay  are  reaped  in  whole  diftri&s^  and  which 
ierve  only  for  pafturage  to  one  or  more  villages.  It  is 
proved  that  thefe  commons  ddnotfurniih  the  catde 
with  fufficient  nutriment,  and  are,  confequently,  of 
litde  or  no  ufe.    If  thefe  lands  were  fhared  amoxigft 
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the  inbatHUntB  of  the  refjpe&ive  communittesj  evety 
one  might  eiKlofc  bis  portion  ^ith  a  hedge^  make  it 
produce  com  or  grafs,  and  procure  himfelf  ten  times 
snore  good  forage  to  fted  his  beafts  with  in  the  (table, 
than  they  can  find  bad  grais  upon  the  commons* 

The  king  and  his  chambeis  were  not  ignorant  c^ 
thefe  errorsj  fb  prejudicial  to  s^culture«  It  is  cer-* 
tai0>  that  by  an  agrarian  lawj  iuch  ss  tiK  lex  Lki- 
nia,  (30)  which  Ihould  limit  the  lands  of  the  pea&nts 
to  half  of  what  they  adually  poflfefe,  the  cultivation 
would  foon  be  brought  to  perfedtion>  and  the  produce 
of  the  lands  be  confiderably  increaied.  But^  there 
are  many  cafes  in, which  a  free  people  may  impoie  laws 
on  themfelves>  which,  if  ordained  by  a  monarch,  would 
be  confideied  as  ads'  of  defpotifm,  and  a  violation  of 
the  property  of  the  citizens.  Frederick  felt  this  truthj 
and  contented  himfelf  with  exciting,  by  eJcampks  and 
rewards,  the  hufbandmen  themfelves  to  correft  the 
abufes  in  agriculture,  to  cultivate  new  produ&ions  5 
in  a  word,  to  make  every  improvertient  of  their  lands » 
He  fent  feveral  fkilful  men,  at  his  own  expence,  into 
England,  the  Low  Countries,  and  other  parts,  to  ftudy 
the  bcft  methods  of  improving  iagriculture,  that  they 
might  inftruft  their  fellow  citizens,  on  their  return* 
Forcigh  cultivators  were  placed  on  the  royal  domains, 
to  furniih  the  example  of  a  good  agriculture,  to  culti- 
vate unknown  produ£tions  in  Ac  province,  and  to  dif- 
fufe  the  knowledge  of  their  utility.  It  is  a  duty  im- 
pofed  on  the  chapters  and  convents,  to  make  efiays 
and  experiments  of  this  nature  in  thehr  vafl:  poflef- 
fions.  (31)    On  confirming  the  deftion  of  a  new 
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abbe,  the  king  ufually  impofed  on  hkn^  as  a  cotv^ 
dition,  a  certain  number  of  improvements  relative 
to  agricultwe :  fuch  as  the  planting  of  vines^  oaks, 
mulberry  -  trees,  potatoes,  the  making  fome  e»- 
perin\ents  on  the  culture  of  flax,  and  on  wool  s  the 
fending  for  ftallions  from  Prullia,  farmers  from  Mag- 
debourg,  cows  from  Oft-Fricfland,  turf-cutters  from 
Weftphalia,  filk  manufacturers  from  France,  and  other 
articles  of  that  nature.  A  monk,  who  was  defirous 
of  becoming  an  abbe,  fubfcribed  readily  to  all  thefp 
conditions  i  but  the  execution  did  not  always  corre- 
Ipond  with  the  promifes.  New  produftions,  however, 
gradually  find  their  way  into  the  country,  new  me- 
thods and  new  arts  are  taught,  and  by  gradual  advan« 
ces  prejudices  and  ignorance  difappear.  Fertile  vine- 
yards are  to  be  found  in  countries,  where  but  twenty 
years  before  the  eye  faw  no  objedt  except  hills  covered 
with  barren  land.  The  wine,  indeed,  is  not  excellent; 
but,  at  leaft,  fome  profit  is  drawn  from  land  which 
could  not  be  otherwife  employed ;  and  this  wine,  fuch 
as  it  is,  cannot  but  be  very  ufeful  in  a  country  which 
produced  none  before.  (32) 

Marl  and  turf  have  been  difcovered  in  fome  parts 
of  Silefia,  and  the  inhabitants  have  learnt  how  to  make 
ufe  of  them.  The  fucceis  of  the  mulberry-trees  and 
filk  worms  has  proved  that  thefe  productions  are  not 
deflined  by  nature  to  be  confined  to  Perfia  and  China ; 
and  potatoes  are  difcovered  to  be  as  capable  of  culti- 
vation in  the  north  of  Europe  as  in  the  fouth  of  Ame- 
rica. Thirty  years  ago,  ordinances  and  notices  wercs 
of  neceflity  published,  to  compel  the  inhabitants  to 
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introduce  diis  root*    Such  are  the  happy  cffibds  d 
experiments  and  example  in  rural  oeconomjr. 

As  for  the  commons,  common  paftures,  and  the 
^vifion  of  the  lands  into  three  portions,  the  king  did 
not  qhufe  to  exert  his  authority  to  produce  changes; 
but  he  propofed  prizes  for  fuch  as  would  conform  to 
his  patriotic  intentions.  To  this  effeft,  commiffions 
were  named,  compofed  of  magiftrates,  ceconomifts^ 
and  funreyors,  who  undertook  to  divide  the  comnDons^ 
irficnevcr  the  communities  were  fo  difpofed.  The  or- 
dinance for  this  eftablifhmcnt,  recommending  thefc 
divifions,  is  of  the  14th  of  April,  1771. 

If  the  tranfition  from  the  paftoral  ftate  to  that  of 
agriculture  be  ^e  fecond  degree  of  civilization,  it 
may  be  aflcrtc5  uhat  the  partition  of  each  eftate,  and  I 
the  liberty  accorded  to  each  cultivator  to  work  his 
land  for  his  own  profit,  is  the  highcft  degree,  and 
condufts  to  the  perfe6tion  of  agriculture.    But  a  few  j 
years  ago,  the  inhabitants  of  Silefia  were  fb  far  remov- 
ed from  this  ft^te,  that  the  ordinance  for  thefe  divifions  I 
appeared  a  mod  extraordinary  innovation,  and  pro- 
duced a  general  aftonifhment.     This  ordinance  does, 
jn  fa£l,  refemble  an  agrarian  law;    but  the  ftyle  in 
which  it  is  conceived  fufficicntly  demonfbates  that 
the  government  endeavours  to  operate  the  abolition  of 
the  commons,  lefs  by  its  injunftions,  than  by  perfua- 
five  means.  (^S)  As  almoft  all  the  gentlemen  have 
the  right  of  pafturage  on  the  lands  of  their  peafants, 
and  cattle  form  the  beft  part  of  their  revenues,  we 
may  eafily  conceive  what  difficulties  they  threw  in  the 
way  of  this  divifion  of  the  commons,  and  with  what 
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l-eluAance  thty  cdnfcnted  to  fee  the  peafant  irtclofc 
his  property.  The  example  of  England,  and  many 
other  countries,  where  there  are  no  comnnons*,  where 
each  peafant  feeds  his  fheep  in  his  indofure,  and 
where  the  gentleman  derives  great  benefit  from  his 
catdc,  is  not  y^t  fuffidently  felt  in  Silefia  to  be  gene- 
rally imitated. 

Yet,  wh^t  has  beeh  already  done,  has  occafioned  4 
dawn  of  light,  and  prbduced  a  coilflderable  degree  of 
attention  to  rural  oeconomy ;  and  it  is  no  trifling  ac-« 
quifition  tb  have  induced  the  hufbandman  to  make 
experiments,  and  to  have  difpofed  him  to  abandori 
his  ufual  habits,  and  to  imitate  good  examples*  Th^ 
cares  of  government  have  awakened  ^'n  foitie  judicioui 
and  well  direfted  minds,  the  love  or  a  fcietice  which 
attrafted  the  attention  ^nd  bounties  of  the  fovereign. 
A  fociety  of  agriculture  is  formed  in  Silefia,  who'ptrb-* 
Kfh  the  refult  of  their  experiments  and  improvements. 
Their  progrefs  is  daily  increafing,  and,  tf  the  prefent- 
government  does  not  fall  from  tfit- predicament  in 
which  Frederick  fo  fuccelsfully  placed  it  at  the  ourfet, 
Silefia  will  fhortly  be  not  inferior,  in  this  branch,  to 
any  country  in  Europe. 

After  the  blefling  of  a  good  king,  there  is  none 
greater  for  a  (late  than  to  poflefs  a  good  miniftefl 
Schlabrendorf,  Frederick's  minifter  in  Silefia,  fhould 
fhare  with  his  mafter  the  gratitude  of  that  province. 
During  the  fcven  years  war,  he  accuftomed  the  Sile- 

♦  The  Englilh  ffcader  need  not  be  told  that  tliis  is  an  error.  ' 
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fians  punftually  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  king^  This 
rigour,  injurious  in  many  relpeds,  eftablilhed  the 
points  the  moft  eflential  for  the  reforms  intended  to 
be  introduced.  It  was  he  who  confirixied  the  rights  of 
inheritance  in  the  property  of  the  peafants>  who  placed 
cultivators  on  deferted  lands,  and  prevented  them 
fix>m  holding  niore  than  one  farm.  If  the  property  of 
an  eftate  be  not  fecurcd  to  him  who  cultivates  it»  how 
can  we  cxpeft  from  him  either  care  or  induftry  ?  Car- 
mer,  the  minifler  of  juilice>  did  for  the  benefit  of  die 
lords  what  Schlabrendorf  had  efiefted  for,  that  of  the 
peafants  in  Silefia.  He  formed  a  fociety  of  oecono- 
mifts  and  naturalifts,  who  occupy  themfelves  wholly 
upon  the  progreis  of  agriculture  s  and  he  eftabliihed  a 
bank  of  credit^  which  has  been  attended  with  the 
happieft  coniequences  to  the  gendemen  of  the  pro- 
vince. 

A  great  part  of  the  gentlemen,  poffeflbrs  of  lands  b 
Silefia,  had  been  ruined  by  the  feven  years  war,  by 
the  alteration  of  the  coin,  and  ftill  more  by  an  exceiCve 
luxury.  They  were  poor  and  overwhelmed  with 
debt.  -After  the  war^  they  were  unable  to  torn  their 
eftates  to  account;  and  their  rapacious  creditors  were 
difputing  their  ipoils  in  the  courts  of  juftice.  Carmer, 
as  prefident  of  that  department,  felt  the  whole  extent 
of  the  evil,  and  formed  the  projcft  of  meeting  it  with 
a  remedy.  It  was  neceflary  to  check  the  avidity  of 
the  ufurcrs,  and  he  took  the  following  method.  He 
engaged  all  the  ftates,  or  pofleflbrs  of  mancrial  lands, 
in  the  province,  to  unite,  and  form  a  fociety,  all  the 
iperi^bcrs  of  which,   reciprocally  anfwering  for  the 
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is^hole  body,  fliould  create  and  maintain  a  public  ere* 
die.    For  this  purpole,  a  chamber  was  eftablifhed  at 
Breflaw,  called  the  college  of  thefiates^  who  formed  a 
loan  office.    On  this  common  guaranty,  the  fociety 
receives  the  capitals  of  thofe  who  wi(h  to  place  their 
money  on  landed  fecurity,  and  thus  is  it  enabled  to 
fupply  the  wants  of  individuals  who  feek  to  borrow 
on  their  eftates.    For  the  fecurity  of  the  ibciety,  the 
fum  lent  never  exceeds  one  half  of  the  value  of  the 
land  mortgaged.     Accordingly,  the  firfl:  ftep  is  to 
have  the  eftate  cftimated  by  perfons  named  by  the 
focicty,  after  which  tickets  are  ifTued  for  the  fum  bor- 
rowed, which  are  called  in  German  ledeme  brief ey  or 
letters  of  leather^  becaufe  they  are  printed  on  parch* 
ment.    One  of  thefe  letters  is  an  obligation,  on  which 
is  printed  the  name  of  the  mortgaged  eftate,  and  the 
atceftation  of  the  jurors  who  have  valued  it.    Thefe 
letters  arc  divided  into  various  fums,  from  loo  to 
looo  crowns.    They  who  depofit  their  money  at  the 
bank,  receive  a  number  of  thefe  letters  for  the  funt" 
they  preient,  and  they  circulate  every  where  as  ready 
money.  The  bearer  receives  his  intereft,  on  producing 
them,  every  fix  months.     At  the  commencement, 
the  intereft  was  at  five  per  cent,  but,  (hortly  after, 
money  became  fo  plentiful  at  the  bank,  that  it  was 
reduced  to  44  per  cent. 

The  poffeflbr  of  a  leathern  letter  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  proprietor  of  a  mortgaged  eftate:  all  his 
tranfadions  lie  with  the  fociety;  it  is  the  general 
body  who  pay  him  the  intereft,  and  his  capital  when  he 
demands  it.    The  focicty  colled,  every  fix  months, 

F  2  from 


ftom  thr  borrowers,  the  iRtereft  of  the  money  lent 
them.  When  this  is  not  cxaftly  paid,  they  have  a 
right  to  fcquefter  the  cftate,  and  affump  the  n?anagc- 
ment  of  it^  giving  the  proprietor  only  a  moderate  fum 
for  his  fut^tftencc.  If  an  eftate  is  to  be  fold  ((x  debt, 
t^e  focicty  have  the  preference  over  all  other  creditors 
by  virtue  of  its  mortgages,  and  poffefs  thcnnfelvcs  of 
the  fum  lent,  without  entering  into  any  procefs. 

At  the  beginning,  the  fociety  endeavoured  to  pro- 
cure  money  in  Holland,  Genoa,  and  Switzerland,  that 
they  might  realize  their  obligations,  on  the  demand  of 
the  creditors;  but  thefe  wary  republicans  made  too 
many  difficulties,  and  the  bank  loon  perceived  that 
they  could  difpenfe  with  foreign  loans.  Frederick 
lent  them  fome  tons  of  gold  at  two  per  cent,  and  the 
bank  was  charged  to  diftribute  the  produce  of  thofe 
fjwns  yearly  amongft  the  poor  widows  and  daughters 
'  of  officers.  At  prefent,  more  money  is  offered  to  them 
tlianthey  want;  and  the  capitalift  has  no  fafcr  means 
#f  invefling  his  property. 

The  advantage  of  this  eftablifliment  is  evident. 
The  gendemen,  who  before  were  obliged  to  borrow 
from  ulurers  at  the  rate  of  from  fix  to  ten  per  cent, 
now  find  money  at  the  bank  at  4  4,  and  are  no  longer 
fubjeft  to  the  tricks  and  barbarity  of  a  knavifh  ufurcr. 
On  the  other  .hand,  capitalifts  find  in  this  inftitution 
t^  me^ns  of  placing  their  funds  without  hazard  i  they 
receive  their  intereft  pundually>  and  are  in  no  appre- 
benfion  of  a  lawfuit.  Another  material  advantage  is 
produced  by  it,  in  teaching  the  gentlemen  to  fet  bounds 
.  to  their  expences,  and  pay  more  attention  to  the  cul- 
tivation 
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livation  of  their  eftates.  It  is  almoft  impoiEble  for 
them  to  borrow  more  than  one  half  of  the  vahie  of 
their  lands ;  for,  though  they  are  not  prohibited  from 
obtaining  more  from  individuals,  it  is  clear  diat  few 
monied  men  will  truft  tb^xi  with  their  property  \mdtt 
fuch  circumftances,  even  at  a  higher  intereft.  ^  Thus^ 
gentlemen  find  themfclves,  as  it  were,  compelled  to 
augment  their  incomes,  by  a  proper  attention  to  their 
eftates,  and  to  meafure  their  cxpences  by  that  income. 
At  prefent,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  difcover  in  Si- 
lefiaoneofthofeparafites,  formerly  fo  common,  who, 
after  fpending  all  their  fortune,  travelled  from-  one 
houfe  to  another,  to  live  at  the  cxpence  of  their  neigh- 
bours. Several  young  gentlemen  are  as  much  at- 
tached to  agriculture  and  the  embcUiftiment  of  their 
cftates,  as  their  anceftors  were  to  the  expenditure  of 
their  whole  fortunes,  in  profufion  of  every  kind,  in  tra- 
velling, entertainments,  field  fports,  and  .  other  pur- 
fuits  of  the  fame  hature. 

The  bank  of  credit  fo  diminifhcd  the  number  of 
lawfuits,  that  many  counfelJors  were  obliged  to  quit 
the  profeffion,  and  turn  to  other  methods  of  fubfiftence. 
Never  was  the  utility  of  an  inftitution  fo  fpeedily  juf- 
tified  by  its  fucceiS.  The  leaibem  Utters,  at  the  Com- 
mencement, afibrded  room  for  fatirc  and  pkafkn- 
try;  (34)  but  the  jeflers themfelves  were  foon  h^>py 
in  being  able  to  recur  to  them.  This  cftabliflamcnt 
has  been  imitated  in  other  provinces  of  the  Pruffian 
dominions. 

Frederick  was  no  lefs  attentive,  from  the.beginning 
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of  his  reign,  to  the  augmenution  of  the  number  of 
towns  in  Silefia.  There  are  at  prefent  as  many  in 
proportion  as  in  Holland.  Upwards  of  50  towns  are 
encloTcd  widi  walls ;  befides  which,  there  are  jo  open 
or  market  towns,  the  inhabitants  of  which  live  by 
trades,  manufafturesj  or  agriculture.  All  thefe  towns 
are  {o  diftributed^  as  to  render  it  eafy  for  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  adjacent  Tillages  to  bring  their  articles  to 
market.  The  moft  confiderable,  fuch  as  Breflaw, 
Schweidnicz,  Brieg,  Lignitz,  Glogau,  Hirfchherg, 
Glatz,  Buntzlaw^  and  others>  belong  immediately  to 
ibc  ktngi  and  are  diftinguilhed  from  the  reft  by 
their  population  J  induftry^  and  not  inconfiderable  pub- 
lic revenues.  In  the  others^  the  rights  of  the  lords 
are  (b  limited^  and  fo  deprived  are  they  of  every  op- 
portunity to  harrafs  their  dependentSj  that  only  the 
execution  of  what  is  good  appears  to  reouun  within 
their  power. 

The  means  employed  by  Frederick  to  attra£b  frefh 
artifiuis  to  his  towns,  to  augment  population  and  in- 
duftry^  and  to  decorate  them  with  regular  buUdiiigs, 
werej  money^  proce&ion»  gratifications^  and  religious 
liberty.  We  ihall  lay  before  our  readers  ibme  of  the 
advantages  offered  to  ftrangcrs  who  were  inclined  to 
fettle  in  his  townSj  as  they  appeared  in  the  public  pa^ 
pers. 

The  privileges  of  a  burgefs,  and  the  right  qf  exer? 
oifing  pcofeflions,  free  of  all  expences. 

The  exemption  from  all  taxes  and  public  charges 
^  the  f|>acp  of  feveriil  enfuing  y ears^ 


F    R   *E   D    E    R    I    C   K      !!•  71 

The  exemption  from  being  enrolled  a§  foldierSj  for 
them  and  ^e  children  brovghj:  with  them  into  the 
.couqt;ry. 

Advances  from  thp  rayrf  treafury  to  purchafc  work- 
Ibops  and  implen^ents. 

To  fuch  as  were  inclined  "to  baild  hovfes,  a  fjpot  of 
ground  ai>d  part  of  the  materials  were  offered  gratis, 
and  they  ijsrere  reimburfed  one  qua;rter  of  the  expences 
of  tfec  workmanfhip.  It  w,as  ijaade  a  condition,  how- 
;Cyer,  that  thefe  hoyfes  fhould  be  built  of  mafonry, 
and  after  a  plan  prefcribed  by  the  king,  {q  as  to  kavc 
lefs  room  for  apprehending  fires,  and  that  they  migll8«^' 
contribute  at  t)ie  feme  time  to  the  cmbellilhmpnt  of 
the  tQwnS;. 

When  Frederick  conquered  Silefia,  fcarcely  any 
Hone  boufcs  were  in  the  towns :  even  the  principal 
ftreets  were  formed  of  wooden  houies  covered  >yith 
Jhingles.  At  prefent,  whole  ftreets  arc  in  general 
lined  with  ftone  houfes  5  and  there  remain  only  a  few 
ruinous  buildings  in  the  fmalier  ftreets  ftill  covered 
with  fhingles.  JEveq  in  the  tovjrns  on  the  Pplith  fron- 
tiers, where  the  houfes  arc  generally  tQrmcd  of  thi; 
trunks  pf  trees  placed  horizontally  on  each  other, 
there  are  a  confiderable  number  builf  with  ttope.  A^ 
moft  all  thefe  houfes  have  been  conftrufted  at  the 
king's  expence,  who  fold  them  4t  a  low  price  to  the 
foreigners  who  came  to  fettle  io  the  country. 

The  chambers  are  attentive  to  tjie  property  and  re- 
venues of  the  pommunities  of  the  tqwns,  foniie  of  whiph 
pofTefs  10,  2©,  nay  even  as  far  as  50,000  crowns  a 
y?ar»    This  money  is  dcftined  to  pay  the  cownfellors, 
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Hn^  other  municipal  o^Rcers,  as  well  as  for  tht  fup- 
port  of  public  works  and  inftitutions.  The  general 
adminiftration  is  in  the  hands  of  the  town  council, 
imd  the  principal  or  mod  ancient  inhabitants ;  but  it 
is  the  royal  chamber  which  coUefts  the  revenues,  pays 
the  expences,  ancj  draws  up  the  accounts. 

Though  towns  can  hardly  be  confidered  in  the 
fight  of  orphans^  becaufe  the  council,  afting,  as  it 
were,  paternally,  never  ceafes  to  exift^  yet  the  Ro^ 
man  laws  had  in  view  the  happinefs  of  citic5>  in  com- 
paring them  to  infants.  (35)  Accordingly,  as  far  as 
rcfpefts  their  privileges  and  common  property,  they 
depend  on  {he  fupreme  guardianftiip  of  the  fovereign. 
Thefe  laws  were  pccafioned,  doubtlefs,  by  either  the 
ignorance  or  infidelity  of  councils^  who  have  but  too 
frequently  laboured  to  ruin  towns,  the  welfare  of 
which  it  was  their  duty  to  promote.  This  opinion  is 
juftified  by  the  CQndu(St  of  thqfe  towns,  which,  under 
the  reign  of  Charles  VI.  had  the  entire  adminiftration 
of  their  revenues :  a  part  of  them  was  ufually  diffN 
pated  in  feafts,  amufements,  eqtertainments,  &c, 
Thefe  abufes  excited  perpetual  cqmplaints  and  dif? 
turbances  amongft  the  people.  In  many  of  the  fm^U 
towns,  the  communities  were  obliged  to  levy  contri- 
butions to  pay  the  magiftratcs ;  and  whenever  there 
was  ^  queftion  of  any  extraordinary  public  cxpence^ 
they  involved  themfelves  in  debt,  with  g  perf^ft  in- 
difference as  to  the  mode  of  difcharging  it^  Many 
towns  mortgaged  their  eftates,  others  abandoned  them 
(o  their  creditors,  thi^s  depriving  th?mf(?iyes  of  ajl  the 
*jnf  SUis  pf  improvement, 

Upder 
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Under  the  reign  of  Frederick,  thefe  abufe^  have 
difappeared.  The  eftatesof  the  towns,  and  their  re ve-p 
nues,  arc  adnainiftered  under  the  infpcftion  of  the 
royal  chanabers,  with  as  much  order  and  exaftnefs  as 
the  royal  domains  and  treafury.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  each  town  is  <5bliged  to  lay  before  the 
chamber  a  ftate  of  its  receipt  and  expenditure.  The 
chambers  fubmit  thefe  accounts  to  the  examination 
of  commiflaries  and  men  of  ikill,  who  make  their 
report,  and  decide  on  the  utility  of  tljie  fchemes  pro- 
pofed,  and  the  chambers  approve,  or  introduce  altc* 
f  ations,  in  confequence  of  this  report. 

No  magiftrate  is  allowed  to  expend  ten  crowns  be- 
yond the  fixed  ftatement,  without  the  confent.  of  the 
chamber.  The  towns  can  mal^e  no  bargain,  enter  into  • 
no  contract  or  leafe,  or  perform  any  ad  of  that  na- 
ture, without  the  previous  confent  of  the  chamber, 
^nd  this  even  before  the  council  or  the  elders.  The 
confent  is  never  given  until  the  utility  of  the  meafure 
be  clearly  proved.  In  general,  the  commiflaries  of 
the  chamber  are  expedled  to  refide  in  the  towns  of 
their  departments,  to  maintain  order  and  regularity. 
Thus,  the  eftates  and  revenues  of  the  towns  can  only 
be  applied  to  purpofes  of  public  utility,  and  in  con- 
formity with  the  views  of  the  fovereign. 

Frederick  carried  ftill  farther  his  care  to  augment 
their  welfare.  The  communities  of  towns  in  arrear 
from  accidents,  or  overloaded  with  debt;  receive  from 
the  royal  treafury  the  fums  they  ftand  in  need  of,  to 
extricate  themfelvcs,  or  to  put  their  affairs  in  order. 
Th«fc  advances  are,  generally,  made  without  intereft, 

and 
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and  the  rcimburfemcnt  is  cffcftcd  fo  gradually  as  to 
enable  them  to  accomplifh  it  out  of  their  lavings, 
without  fufpending  the  neceffary  expcnces. 

Thcfe  wife  arrangements  have  remedied  fo  cfRca- 
cioufly  all  paft  evils  and  abufes,  that  few  towns  are  now 
cither  in  debt,  or  fufFering  under  any  traces  of  the 
miferies  of  war  ^  but,  on  the  contrary,  their  property 
is  in  a  better  ftate  than  ever.  When  the  king  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  Silcfia,  there  were  large  and  void 
Ip^ces  in  many  of  the  towns,  occafioned  by  confla- 
gration, on  which  the  houfes  never  had  been  fcbuilt, 
■  and  the  inhabitants  were  loaded  with  confiderablc 
*3ebts,  the  fatal  remains  of  the  war  of  30  years, 
,  In  a  country  where  the  houfes  in  the  towns,  as  well 
as  the  coimtry,  are  of  wood,  their  roofs  Qf  Ihingles, 
and  their  chimnies  formed  of  planks,  fire  muft  be  a 
very  formidable  enemy  to  the  inhabitants.  It  will 
not,  therefore,  appear  incredible,  that,  in  the  firft 
twenty  years  of  Frederick's  reign,  and,  elpecially, 
during  the  feven  years  war,  more  than  a  fixth  part  of 
the  towns  in  Silelja  ftiopld  have  been  either  partially 
or  entirely  burnt. 

(joverpment  has  created  Snftitutions  to  prevent 
thefe  accidents,  or  at  leaft  to  alleviate  the  misfortune, ' 
by  obliging  all  the  other  towns  to  contribute  towards 
enabling  the  fufierers  to  rebuild  their  houfes.  For 
this  purpofe,  wooden  houfes  and  chinipies  are  pro- 
hibited, as  well  as  fhingle  roofs;  and  this  prohibition 
has  been  ftriftly  carried  into  execution.  In  every  ^ 
town,  a  particular  counfellpr,  who  is  entitled  the 
hurgomajter  of  fire ^  is  charged  with  the  care  of  every 

thing 
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thing  relative  to  the  precautions,  or  to  the  airiftance> 
ordered  in  cafes  of  fire.  To  excite  and  prefer\'e  an 
afllduity  in  the  execution  of  thefe  ordinances^  rewards 
and  punifliTnents  are  eftabliflied*  The  attention  of  the 
chambers  extends  even  to  the  fweepinig  of  the  chim- 
nies.  Each  circle,  each  town,  mlift  have  a  certain 
number  of  chimney  fwcepers,  who  engage  by  coatraft 
to  clean  all  the  chimnies,  at  certain  ftated  times,  and 
for  a  ftipulated  price.  The  police,  and^  above  all, 
the  burgomafter  of  fire,  are  obliged  frequently  to 
examine  whether  the  chimnies  are  properly  fwept,  and 
the  implementsi  of  which  there  muft  be  a  fufficient , 
number,  for  extinguifhing  fires^  preferved  in  good 
order. 

All  thefe  precautions,  however,  cannot  prevent  ac- 
cidents. A  common  fund  of  indemnification,  there- 
fore, is  eftabliflied  under  the  diredlion  of  the  cham- 
bers, for  the  afllftance  of  thole  who  experience  the 
misfortune  of  fufFcring  by  fire.  This  fund  reimburfes 
the  fufferer  the  price  of  his  houfe,  acceding  to  his  own 
eftimate  of  it  m  the  general  valuation.  This  general 
valuation  is  a  book  which  contains  a  lift  of  all  the 
houfes  in  the  town^  with  the  value  affixed  to  them  by  the 
proprietors  themfelves.  When  a  houfe  is  burnt,  the 
fum  at  which  it  is  rated  is  drawn  from  all  the  members 
^f  the  ibciety;  in  proportion  to  the  price  at  which  each 
)ioufe  is  eftimatcd,  which  is  fent  to  the  fufierer."*^    All 

diis 
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^  There  19  a  fimilar  vcluntary  uifBtntion  at  Phihdelpluai  which 
is  followed  by  the  happieil  effedls.  Each  inhabitant  has  buckets 
in  hi$  houfe,  foiA  all  neceflary  implenients,  and^  befides  his  own 

humanity^ 
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this  takes  place  under  the  inlpcAioa  of  die  clnimbcr, 
which  has  the  accounts  examined,  and  carefully  ob- 
ferves  that  the  n^ioney,  thus  beftowed,  Jhall^bc  applied 
to  no  other  purpofe  but  the  rebuilding  of  their  houfcs. 
Yet,  as  the  fums  allowed  by  the  focicty  did  not  fuf- 
ficc  for  the  conftruftion  of  ftone  houfes,  the  king  re- 
built^ at  his  own  expence,  almoft  all  the  houfirs  burnt 
in  the  towns  during  his  reign. 

Frederick  has  introduced  as  uieful  change  with 
re(pe6k  to  religion,  as  in  other  branches  of  adminif- 
tration.  On  becoming  matter  of  Silefia,  he  reformed 
abufes,  without  attacking  liberty/  ,  • 

The  f  onqueft  of  Silefia  caufed  a  revoludon  in  that 
province  relatively  to  religion  ;  but  it  was  neither  fuch 
as  tlic  protcftants  had  hop<*d  for,  or  the  catholics 
apprehended.  Under  a  monarchical  government, 
nothing  is  more  natural  than  an  eftabliflied  religion, 
and  it  is  as  natural  to  imagine  that  this  eftabliihed 
form  of  worihip  either  fhould,  or  will  be,  that  of  the 
ibvereign.  This  ideXhad  in^ired  the  catholitrs  with 
dread,  and  the  proteftants  with  hopes.  .  The  latter  had 
no  d^ubt  that  a  prince  of  tlieir;  religi(Hi  would  give  his 
piode  of  faith  the  predominabqe  in  a  conquered  pro- 
vince, and  that  he  would  pcrfecute  without  pity  die 
catholics,  whom  they  hated.  They  were  unable  to 
form  an  idea  of  a  king  who  could  confider  as  prcju* 

hununity,  has  the  powerful  motive  of  intereft  to  animate  his  ex- 
ertions. It  is  impoffibie  to  form  a  n(iore  admirable,  or  a  more 
funple  iniUtutipn :  why  is  it  not  uiore  ge;a<erally  adopted  i 

**  Thansjlator. 
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dices  every  thing  not  immediately  cohncfted  with  th^ 
cflentials  of  religion ;  and  who  could  be  of  opinion; 
that  all  ceremonies,  every  form  of  worfhip,  not  con- 
trary to  the  principles  of  government,  might  be  ad- 
mitted and  tolerated  without  danger. 

Frederick  removed  the  obftacles  which  impeded  or 
ftraitened  the  proteftants  in  the  exefcife  of  their 
religion,  and  left  the  catholics  in  full  pofiefiion  of 
their  mode  of  worlhip.  The  former  were  allowed 
new  churches  and  new  minifters  j  the  latter  retained 
their  priefts,  who  were  only  difarmed  of  the  power  of 
turning  againft  their  brethren  the  efforts  of  a  miftakeiv 
zeal.  Catholics,  Lutherans,  Calvinifts,  Schwencfel- 
dians,  (36)  Huffites,  Hernhutters  (or  Moravians}, 
Greeks,  Jews ;  in  a  word,  all  creeds,  all  lefts,  all  re- 
ligions, were  obliged  to  tolerate  each  other,  and  live 
in  peace,  under  the  fceptre  of  Frederick.  This  prince 
declared  his  peremptory  will  in  that  refpeft,  at  the 
very  outfet  of  the  eftabliftiment  of  his  power  in  Si- 
lefia*  A  number  of  ecclefiallic^l  candidates  followed 
his  troops,  and  proteftant  churches  were  {ttn  to  Ipring 
up,  as  his  arms  penetrated  the  province.  (37) 

The  conqueft  of  Silefia  was  not  yet  completed, 
when  he  publilhed  an  edidt,  to  recal  the  Schwencfel- 
dians,  who  had  been  baniflied  from  the  province.  (38) 
The  Moravian  brethren,  the  difciples  of  count  Zin- 
zendorf,  received,  in  i743>  the  permiffion  to  fettle  in 
Silefia,'  to  form  feparate  communities,  and  to  continue 
in  matters  of  religion  independent  of  all  bifhops,  their 
own  excepted.* 

At  the  commencement,  the  zeal  of  the  proteftants 

in 


in  buUding  new  churches  was  fo  ardept,  that  Frederick 
thought  proper  to  (et  bounds  to  it^  left  the  parifhes 
ihould  prove  unable  to  pay  the  expence  of  the  build- 
ings>  and  maintain  the  priefts.  The  king  had  en- 
gaged to  leave  the  catholics  in  the  fituation  in  which 
he  had  found  them;  fo  that,  in  tlic  places  where  Lu- 
thertin  churches  were  built,  and  new  priefts  eftabliflied^ 
liie  Lutheran  inhabitants  were  ftill  obliged  to  pay,  as 
heretofore,  tythes  and  other  parochial  contributions  to 
the  catholic  curates,  in  addition  to  the  fupport  <rf  their 
own  churches,  priefts,  and  Lutheran  fchools.  It  may 
be  imagined,  therefore,  that  thcfe  contributions  muft 
become  burthenfome  in  the  end. 

In  confequence  of  this  univcrfal  enjoyment  of  for- 
mer fituations,  the  catholics  kept  all  the  churches  and 
ccclefiaftical  property  which  they  poffeffed  at  the  con- 
^ueft  of  Silefia :  they  poffeffed  more  than  2000  at 
that  period,  and  the  proteftants  had  only  400  ancient 
livings.  In  order  to  eftablifli  fome  equality  in  the 
burthens,  the  catliolic  inhabitants  of  the  proteftant 
parilhes  were  ordered  to  pay  the  fame  duties  to  the 
proteftant  minifters,  as  the  proteftants  paid  to  the  ca- 
tholic curates  in  their  pariflies.  (39) 

If  we  add  to  the  400  ancient  churches  poi&^Bed  by 
the  proteftants  in  Silefia,  thofe  which  were  buik  under 
the  government  of  Fi'ederick,  we  (hall  find  them 
amount,  at  this  day,  to  more  than  600. 

It  was  long  fince  the  fovereigns  of  Silefia  had 
flicwn  fo  much  refpeft  to  the  biftop  of  that  province, 
as  Frederick  manifefted  to  cardinal  Zfteeendorf,  who 
had  been  inveftcd  with  that  dignity  in  1732. 
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It  is  true,  that  he  iflued  orders  for  conveying  .him 
away  from  his  palace  of  Ottmachan,  becaufe  he  fut 
peAed  that  he  maintained  a  correfpondencc  with  the 
Auftrians.  But,  as  fooa  as  he  had  jullified  himiel^ 
the  king  permitted  him  to  return  to  Vienna,  for  his 
fafety.  After  the  peace,  he  repaired  to  his  bifliopric, 
and  cnjbyed  all  his  ancient  privileges.  Fredericl?; 
gave  him  the  order  of  the  black  eagle  -,  and  conferre4 
upon  him  an  honour  the  more  flattering  from  itj. 
rarity^  by  attending  at  a  fcrmon  which  he  requeftcd 
him  to  preach. 

Federick  laboured  to  withdraw  Silefia  from  a  de- 
pendence on  the  court  of  Rome.  It  appeared  to  him 
ridiculous  for  a  bilhop  on  the  banks  of  the  Tiber  tq 
cxercife  a  jurifdiftion,  and  levy  contributions,  in  a 
country  governed  by  a  Huguenot  king  on  the  coaft 
of  the  Baltic.  From  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  hq 
ordered  the  jurifdidion .  and  adminiftration  of  all 
Ipiritual  affairs  to  reft  only  with  the  bifhopj  and  for- 
bade all  appeals  to  Rome  or  to  the  nuncio.  Should 
any  one  think  himfelf  aggrieved  by  the  fentence  of 
the  biftiop,  he  may  appeal  to  the  provincial  fynod, 
who  judge  in  the  fecond  and  third  inftances.  The  ap* 
peals  are  not  allowed  to  go  any  farther.  Under  the 
reign  of  Charles  VI.  the  pope  had  already  been  de- 
prived of  his  firft  fruits,  and  the  nomination  of  a 
bifliop.  Nor  was  Silefia  fubjedt  to  the  apojiolic 
months  ;*  at  leaft,  there  is  no  concordate  which  obliges 
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that  province  to  fubmit  to  them,  like  the  reft  of  Ccr- 
many,  in  which  country  it  is  not  confiprizcd. 

Frederick  proclaimed  himfelf  the  head  of  the 
chxirches  in  his  ftates,  and  named  the  bifiiop  ftts  vicar 
general.  He  declared,  likewife,  that  he  fhould  in 
iRiture  nominate  to  all  ecclefiaftical  places  and  dig^ 
nines,  and  the  confirmation  is  referved  to  the  pope 
only  for  the  fake  of  form.  Under  the  preceding 
reigns,  the  elcftion  of  the  biftiop  retted  with  the  court. 
They  ftrove  to  make  the  choice  fall  on  a  prince,  and 
recommendations,  cabals,  and  money,  were  employed 
to  obtain  what  Frederick  efiefted  by  a  fingle  word. 

In  1744,  he  named  count  Schafgotfch  coadjutor 
of  cardinal  Zinzendorf,  and,  on  the  death  of  the  latter 
in  1747,  the  former  was  advanced  to  the  bifhopric  by 
the  king.  The  chapter  made  reprdcntations,  and 
the  coadjutor  rcfufed  with  humility  the  dignity  dcf- 
tined  for  him  in  confequence  of  his  fituation,  in  order 
to  give  the  king  an  opportunity  of  confirming  him  in 
it  by  an  aft  of  authority.  The  count  de  Munchow, 
minifter  of  ftate  in  Silefia,  fignified  to  him  this  con- 
firmation, demanded  the  keys  of  the  epiifcopal  palace 
of  the  chapter,  and  inftalled  the  new  bifliop  in  the 
king's  name.  In  1748,  Benedidl  XIV.  fent  cardinal 
Archinto  to  Breflaw;  the  chapter  were  filent,  and 
Schafgotfch  was  confirmed  by  the  pope.  This  is  the 
fame  Schafgotfch,  who,  by  the  blackeft  ingratitude, 
afterwards  proved  that  he  fo  little  merited  the  favours 
heaped  on  him  by  Frederick. 

fices.    Thefe  rights  were  efkblifhed  in  Germany,  hf  coneordates 
between  the  emperor  Frederick  III.  smd  Pope  Nicholas  V.  in  i44^« 
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The  bad  condiift  of  this  bilhop  obliged  Frederick 
to  commit  the  eftates  of  the  bifhopric  to  the  admi- 
niftration  of  the  chamber  of  domains.  Thefe  eftates 
produce  about  50,000  crowns.  With  this  revenue 
the  debts  of  the  fee  are  paid,  the  buildings  and  other 
property  are  kept  in  order,  and  the  lands  improved. 
The  epifcopal  palace  having  been  burnt  a  few  years 
fince,  Frederick  was  of  opinion  that  the  word  palace 
was  ill  fuited  to  the  habitation  of  a  fervant  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  ordered  the  chamber  to  creft  a  fimplc 
and  commodious  building,  in  which  a  genuine  fuc* 
ceflbr  of  the  apoftles  might  dwell  without  putting  hi$ 
modefty  to  the  blufh. 

We  perceive,  by  the  ufe  which  Frederiqk  made 
of  the  eftates  of  the  bifhopric,  that  he  did  not  attri« 
bute  them  to  himfelf  as  2ijus  regale^  as  feveral  of  his 
predeceflbrs  in  that  province  had  done,  with  rcfpeft 
to  the  epifcopal  fee  and  abbies,  during  the  vacancy  of 
thefe  benefices.  (40) 

From  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  he  declared  that 
he  advanced  not  any  pretentions  either  to  the  revenues 
of  the  vacant  benefices  or  to  the  fucceffion  of  the  pre^ 
latcs.  On  the  death  of  cardinal  Zinzendorf,  he  re** 
newed  his  declarations  in  this  refped.  Nor  did  he 
lend  officers  or  invalid  foldiers  to  the  abbies,  to  be 
maintained  at  the  expence  of  the  mohks^  as  had  been 
praftifed  heretofore.  (41)  He  converted  thefe  droUs 
d'oblatSy  *  or  lay  prebends,  into  annual  penfions^ 

♦  The  droits  d^ohlats  are  the  claims  which  a  foldier  worn  out  in 
the  royal  fervice  may  make  to  the  enjoyment  and  benefit  of  a 
jnonk's  place  in  an  abbey. 
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which  the  rich  abbiea  are  obliged  to  pay.  Thele 
penfions  are  paid  iato  tho  treafuiy  of  the  domains>  and 
Frederick  difpofcd  of  them  in  favour  of  meritorious 
officera  whorp  he  wiflied  to  recompcnfe. 

By  th^  canon  law,  thefe  lay  prebends  fluaiid  amount 
to  oae  fourth  of  the  whole  revenue  of  thiS  abbtes.  (4Z) 
Sut  the  richefl:  abbies  in  Silefia^:  fomc  of  which  poiTels 
4P,ooo  crown«  a  year,  do  not  pay  above  aooo ;  fo 
t^at>  deduding  the  contributions  of  50  per  cent, 
vhich  they,  are  obliged  to  pay,  ftill  are  they  very  far 
£roiT>  contri^ting  mooe  ihai^  the  fousth  of  what  re- 
mains.. 

It  is  rather  fingular,  that,  m  former  times,  the  ab- 
bies were  compelled  to  furnifh  and  maintain  the  whole 
trainof  artillery.  .Under  preceding  reigns,,  SUefia  has 
often- feen  her  ibvereigns  takepoffefEonof  the  abbies 
and  church  benefices^  and  convert  them  to  other 
«fes :  (4j)  under  that  of  Frederick,  the  priefts  and 
monks  were  free  from  any  fuch  ^prehenfioni*  The 
Iting  rigidly  bbferved  the  ^atu  quo  (44)  promtled  in 
the  treaties  of  peace,  though  that  promife  only  re- 
fpc^bed  liberty  of  confcience  and  religion-.  AJi  know 
with  what  repugnance  Frederick  deftroyed  the  Jefuits 
in  his  donsiinions*  This  revolution  took  place  very 
late  in  Silefiai  nor  did  Frederick  confent  to  it,  but 
after  the  ftrongcft  reprefentations  made  repeatedly  by 
the  court  of  Rome  and  other  catholic  fovereigfis.  A^ 
it  is,  he  has  provided  abundantly  for  the  Ex-Jefliits ; 
their  cftates  are  better  adminiffered  than  ever,  and 
the  revenues  applied  to  the  catholic  fchools  and  uni- 
verfities.    No  where  are  the  Fx- Jefuits  more  at  the :: 
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eafe  I  nor  is  there  any  catholic  ftate  where  thcjr  ergojr 
a  greater  portion  of  freedom^  tranquillity,  and  content.  - 

All  the  affairs  reipeding  the  abhies  and  eccfefiaftics 
are  laid  before  the  minifter  of  finances  and  the  cham- 
bers.  The  duty  of  50  per  cent,  muft  appear  very 
light  to  the  abbies^  compared  with  the  free  gifts  and 
the  exadbions  to  which  they  were  before  expofed.  (45) 

Frederick  permitted  the  chapters  to  elcft  their  ab- 
bes and  abbeifes,  provided  that  the  ceremony  took 
place  in  the  prefcnce  of  a  royal  commiflary.  The 
elefkion  undergoes  three  fcrutinies.  The  names  of 
the  three  pcribns  chofen  were  fent  to  the  king,  who, 
fomedmes  made  them  put  the  three  names  into  a  hat^ 
and  ordered  one  of  his  generals  to  draw  out  the  ticket 
which  was  to  afcertain  die  lucky  mortal  on'whofi:! 
fortune  chofe  to  beftow  the  croficr.  Preceding  fovc- 
reigns  were  not  fo  eafily  to  be  fatisfied.  They  fre- 
quently named  the  perfon  on  whom  they  wilhed  the 
choice  to  (all,  and  did  not  always  leave  die  chapters 
the  liberty  of  depofing  their  abbes.  (46) 

In  Silefia  there  are  i  chapter,  6  collegiate  chtirchest 
upwards  of  70  convents  for  men,  and  1%  for  women* 
Thefe  houfes  maintain  about  2boo  perfons.  Eleven 
colleges  belonging  to  the  Jefuits  have  been  fuppreffed, 
and  their  revenues,  adminiftered  by  a  fpecial  Com- 
miffion,  are  afligned  for  the  maintenance  of  the  uni-^ 
verfity  of  Breflaw  and  fome  other  fchools. 

The  abbies  and  chapters  in  Silefia  poiTefs  a  confi-«' 
derable  part  erf"  the  property  of  the  province.  There 
are  abbies  of  Bernardine  monks,  which  poffefs  more 
than  one  hundred  farms.    Their  buildings  are  the 
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moft  cxtenfivc  and  tnoft  beautiful  of  the  whole  proi^ 
vince.  The  Berxiardincs  of  Leubus  have  a  hall  fo 
ipaciou's,  and  fo  richly  6rnamented,  as  to  be  rivalled 
by  few  fovereigns  of  Europe,  The  abbe  de  Grifau^  of 
the  fame  order,  has  juft  built  for  his  oWn  refidence,  a 
liQufe  which  ccft  above  100,000  crowns.  All  this 
was  tolerated  under  the  government  of  a  prince  whom 
the  catholics  called  Hi^enot;  under  what  catholic 
prince  would  the  monks  have  enjoyed  a  more  advan- 
tageous fituation  ?  Such  are  the  happy  efFefts  of  phi- 
lofophy  and  toleration } 

'  The  education  of  the  people  did  not  appear  an  o\> 
jeft  of  indiflFercnce  to  the  philofophic  mind  of  Fre- 
derick. He  did  not  think,  like  certain  falfe  politicians, 
that  every  degreeof  knowledge  and  civilization  amongft 
the  people  is  dangerous  for  government.  He  did  not 
conceive,  thaty  by  knowing  how  to  read,  write,  and 
calculate,  the  peafams  would  ceafe  to  fubmic  ta  their 
fervices,  to  pay  taxes,  or  to  be  willing  for  their 
children  to  become  foldicrs.  He  cftabliflied  fchoola 
in  every  vill^e,  and  fixed  a  falary  for  the  fchool- 
mafters,  to  which  the  gentlemen  and  communities 
contribute  i  and  he 'enjoined  the  ecclefiaftics  to  pajr 
partieujair  atterition  to  thefe  fchools. 

The  difficulty  was  to  find  a  fufficient  number  of 
fchoolmaftersy  capable  of  teachings  and  eftablilhing  a 
limple  and  general  method  of  inftru£tioJi.  A  man  of 
talents  /was  fought  for  to  form  this  plan^  and  fuch  a 
perfon  was  found  in  Felbiger,.  an  Auguftine  monkj 
and  abbe  of  Sagan.  This  prelate,  to  whom  great  part 
of  Germany  will  one  day  owe  a  revolution  in  the  minds 
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45f  the  people,  (47)  was  fcnt  to  Berlin,  where  he  rcr 
mained  fomc  time  to  obrerve,  in  the  little  fchools,  th^^ 
beft  method  of anftrufting  children.  On  his  return, 
he  coiiverced  his  convent- into  a  ieminary  for  young' 
^cclefiaftics,  and  .perfons  intended  to  be^comc  teachers 
of  fchools.  Here  tliey  were  properly,  formed,  and 
then  fent  to  eftablifh  feminarieS'  of  the  fame  kind  at 
Brcflaw,  Glatz,  Rauden,*  &c.  The  futtds  neceffary^ 
for  the  maintenance  of  thefe  inftitutions,  are  drawa 
from  certain  contributions  which  the  catholic  curates^ 
are  obliged  to  pay  on  entering  on  their  livings;  and 
thefe  amount  to  the  fpurth-of  one  year's  revenue. 

The  femiparies  are  conncftcd  with  the  fmaller 
ichools,  to  give  the  young  pupils  the  opportunity  of 
cxercifing  themfelves  in  the  method  taught  them.r 
No  fchoolmafter  is  received,  unlefs  he  has  been  brought 
up  in  one  of  thefe  feminaries  j  ^nor  can  any  ecclefiaftic, 
who  has  not  been  taught  the  new  method  piirfued  in 
them,  be  promoted  to  a  benefice,  as  he  is  deemed  inca- 
pable of  fulfilling  an  efiential  part  of  his  duty,  by 
patching  over  the  education  of  the  youth  according  to 
the  plan  of  the  fovereign.  Accordingly,  the  firft  point 
required  for  the  admifllon  of  a  candidate,  is  an  attef^ 
tadon  from  one  of  thefe  feminaries. 

When  all  thefe  eftablifhments  had  acquii-ed  a  certain 
degree  of  confiftence,  .Brederick  publiihed  a  regu- 
lation (in  1785),  wherein  he  enters  into  the- minuted 
detail  refpe£kingthe  manner  df  teaching  children.  (48) 
The  fuperficial  man  will  fmile,  perhaps,  on  feeing  a 
king,  and  his  council  of  finances,  engaged  on  ;the  dii^ 
covery  of  the  aioft  cffciftual  method  of  teacbihg  chit 
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in  building  new  churches  was  fo  ardept^  that  Frederick 
thought  proper  to  fet  bounds  to  it>  left  the  parifhes 
ihould  prove  unable  to  pay  tlie  expence  of  the  buUd- 
ii^^  and  maintain  the  pfiefts.  The  king  had  en- 
gaged to  leave  the  catholics  in  the  fituation  in  which 
he  had  found  them;  fo  that,  in  the  places  where  Lu- 
thei^  churches  were  built^  and  new  priefts  eftablifiied> 
die  Lutheran  inhabitants  were  ftill  obliged  to  pay^  as 
heretofore,  tythes  and  other  parochial  contributions  to 
the  catholic  curates,  in  addition  to  the  fupport  of  their 
own  churches,  priefts,  and  Lutheran  fchools.  It  may 
be  ima^ned,  therefore,  that  thcfe  contributions  muft 
become  burthenfome  in  the  end. 

In  conlequence  of  this  univcrfal  enjoyment  of  for- 
mer fituations,  the  catholics  kept  all  the  churches  and 
ccclefiaflical  property  which  they  poffefled  at  the  con- 
tjueft  of  Silefia:  they  poffefled  more  than  2000  at 
that  period,  and  the  proteftants  had  only  400  ancient 
livings.  In  order  to  eftablifli  fome  equality  in  the 
burthens,  the  catholic  inhabitants  of  the  proteftant 
parifhes  were  ordered  to  pay  the  fame  duties  tx>  the 
proteftant  minifters,  as  the  proteftants  paid  t©  the  ca- 
tholic curates  in  their  pariflies.  (39) 

If  we  add  to  the  400  ancient  churches  poflefied  by 
the  proteftants  in  Silefia,  thofe  which  were  built  under 
the  government  of  Frederick,  we  (hall  find  them 
amount,  at  this  day,  to  more  than  600. 

It  was  long  fince  the  fovereigns  of  Silefia  had 
Ihcwn  fo  much  refpeft  to  the  bilhop  of  that  province, 
as  Frederick  manifefted  to  cardinal  Zifeendorf,  who 
had  been  invefted  with  that  dignity  in  i732, 
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It  is  true,  that  he  iflued  orders  for  conveying  him 
away  from  his  palace  of  Ottmachan,  becaufche  fufr- 
peded  that  he  maintained  a  coirefpondencc  with  the 
Auftrians.  But,  as  foon  as  he  had  juftified  himfcl^ 
the  king  permitted  him  to  return  to  Vienna,  for  his 
fafety.  After  the  peace,  herep^iired  to  his  bifliopric, 
and  enjoyed  all  his  ancient  privileges.  Frederick 
gave  him  the  order  of  the  black  eagle ;  and  conferred 
upon  him  an  honour  the  more  flattering  from  it^ 
rarity^  by  attending  at  a  fcrmon  which  he  requefted 
him  to  preach* 

Fcderick  laboured  to  withdraw  Silefia  from  a  de- 
pendence on  the  court  of  Rome.  It  appeared  to  him 
ridiculous  for  a  bilhop  on  the  banks  of  the  Tiber  tq 
cxercife  a  jurifdidion,  and  levy  contributions,  in  a 
country  governed  by  a  Huguenot  king  on  the  coaft 
of  the  Baltic.  From  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  h^ 
ordered  the  jurifdidtion .  and  adminiftration  of  all 
Ipiritual  affairs  to  reft  only  with  the  biihop  j  and  for- 
bade all  appeals  to  Rome  or  to  the  nuncio.  Should 
any  one  think  hinafelf  aggrieved  by  the  fentence  of 
die  bilhop,  he  m^y  appeal  to  the  provincial  fynod, 
who  judge  in  the  fecond  and  third  inftances.  The  ap* 
peals  are  not  allowed  to  go  any  farther.  Under  the 
reign  of  Charles  VI.  the  pope  had  already  been  de- 
prived of  his  firft  fruits,  and  the  nomination  of  a 
bifhop.  Nor  was  Silefia  fubjedt  to  the  apftolic 
months  -*  at  leaft,  there  is  no  concordate  which  obliges 
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•  The  apoftol»f  months  (menfe$  papahsj  are  fix  months  of  the 
year  b  which  the  pope  has  the  right'of  conferring  the  vacant  bene- 
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that  province  to  lubmit  to  Aem,  like  the  reft  of  Ger- 
many, in  which  country  it  is  not  comprized. 

Frederick  proclainned  himfelf  the  head  of  the 
churches  in  his  ftates,  and  named  the  biftiop  his  vicar 
general.  He  declared,  likewifc,  that  he  (hould  in 
future  nominate  to  all  eccleiiaftical  places  and  dig-^ 
iiities,  and  the  confirmation  is  referved  to  the  pope 
only  for  the  fake  of  form.  Under  the  preceding 
reigns,  the  elc6lion  of  the  bifiiop  retted  with  the  court. 
They  ftrove  to  make  the  choice  fall  on  a  princc>  and 
recommendations,  cabals,  and  money,  were  employed 
to  obtain  what  Frederick  effcfted  by  a  finglc  word. 

In  1744,  he  named  count  Schafgotfch  coadjutor 
of  cardinal  Zinzendorf,  and,  on  the  death  of  the  latter 
in  1747,  the  former  was  advanced  to  the  bifhopric  by 
the  king.    The  chapter  made  reprefentations,  atid 
the  coadjutor  rcfufed  with  humility  the  dignity  dcf- 
tined  for  him  in  confequence  of  his  fituation,  in  order 
to  give  the  king  an  opportunity  of  confirming  him  in 
it  by  an  aft  of  authority.     The  count  de  Munchow, 
minifter  of  ftate  in  Silefia,  fignified  to  him  this  con- 
firmation, demanded  the  keys  of  the  epifcopal  palace 
of  the  chapter,  and  inftalled  the  new  biihop  in  the 
king's  name.    In  1748,  Benedift  XIV.  fent  cardinal 
Archinto  to  Breflaw;    the  chapter  were  filent,  and 
Schafgotfch  was  confirmed  by  the  pope.     This  is  the 
fame  Schafgotfch,  who,  by  the  blackeft  ingratitude, 
afterwards  proved  that  he  fo  litde  merited  the  favours 
heaped  on  him  by  Frederick. 

£ces.    Thefe  rights  were  eftablifhed  in  Germany,  by  contiordates 
between  the  emperor  Frederic  III.  dUd  Pope  Nicholas  V.  in  144^- 
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The  bad  condiiftof  this  bifhop  obliged  Frederick 
to  commit  the  eftates  of  the  bifhopric  to  the  admi- 
niftration  of  the  chamber  of  domains.  Thefe  eftates 
produce  about  50,000  crowns.  With  this  revenue 
the  debts  of  the  fee  are  paid,  the  buildings  and  other 
property  are  kept  in  order,  and  the  lands  improved. 
The  epifcopal  palace  having  been  burnt  a  few  years 
fmce,  Frederick  was  of  opinion  that  the  word  palace 
was  ill  fuited  to  the  habitation  of  a  fervant  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  ordered  the  chamber  to  ereft  a  (imple 
and  commodious  building,  in  which  a  genuine  fuc* 
cefforof  the  apoftles  might  dwell  without  putting  his 
modcfty  to  the  blufh. 

Wc  perceive,  by  the  ufe  which  Frederic;k  made 
of  the  eftates  of  the  bifliopric,  that  he  did  not  attri- 
bute them  to  himfelf  as  tljus  regale,  as  feveral  of  his 
predeceflbrs  in  that  province  had  done,  with  refpeft 
to  the  epifcopal  fee  and  abbies,  during  the  vacancy  of 
thefe  benefices.  (40) 

From  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  he  declared  that 
he  advanced  not  any  pretentions  either  to  the  revenues 
of  the  vacant  benefices  or  to  the  fucceffion  of  the  pre- 
lates. On  the  death  of  cardinal  Zinzendorf,  he  re- 
newed his  declarations  in  this  refped.  Nor  did  he 
fend  officers  or  invalid  foldiers  to  the  abbies,  to  be 
maintained  at  the  expenceof  the  monks^  as  had  beea 
praftifcd  heretofore.  (41)  He  converted  thefe  droits 
d'oblats,  *  or  lay  prebends,  into  annual  penfions^ 

•  The  droits  d^ohlats  are  the  claims  which  a  foldier  worn  out  in 
the  royal  fervice  may  make  to  the  enjoyment  and  benefit  of  a 
monk's  place  in  an  abbey. 

Vol.  II.  G  which 
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drcn  their  A,  B,  C  ;  but  the  ixuui  of  fenfibilityj  the 
genuine  philofopber»  wHl  fhed  a  tear  of  tendernefs  over 
t)ie  cares  of  this  heroj  who^  after  nnakiog  aU  Europe 
Q«mble>  deftends  into  every  pvrfiiit  connected  with 
the  duty  of  a  good  father  of  a  fiunily,  nor  ever  ceaies 
a£Uvely  to  confult  the  happinefs  of  his  children.  It 
muft  be  referved  for  the  (ucceeding  generaticxi  fully 
to  experience  the  beneficial  eSe£b  c^.this  reform. 
AU  new  arrangements  are  condemned  by  a  great  part 
of  the  contemporaries  of  thofe  by  whom  diey  may 
kave  been  introduced.  The  ancient  curates  and 
fchoolmafters  inveighed  bitterly  againft  thefe  alte- 
rations, which  they  reprefented  as  dangerous  to  reli- 
gion. The  government  fuf&red  them  to  exclaim^ 
and  continued  the  reformation. 

The  queftion  here  is  only  refpe£ting  the  little 
fchools  for  writing  and  reading;  at  Breflaw,  and  in 
almoft  all  the  other  towns,  there  are  Latin  fchools,  at- 
tached to  the  convents  or  churches;  The  reforms 
which  Frederick  made  in  them,  extended  to  teaching 
the  children  to  fpeak  fbme  Latin,  and  more  of  Gemnan  $  I 
neither,  amidft  thefe  purfuits,  were  they  fuffered  to 
negle&  writing  and  arithmetic.  He  introduced  Ibme 
able  profeflbrs  of  natural  philoibphy  and.  mathematics 
into  the  catholic  univerfity  of  Breflaw,  from  which 
he  attempted  to  banilh  the  fcholaftic  philofephy  and 
theology. 

The  conduft  and  toleratkus  of  Frederick,  the  pa- 
ternal cares  he  extended  equally  to  catholics  and  pro- 
teftants,  have  infenfiUydeftroyed  religious  hatred  to 
fiich  a  d^ee,  that  in  many  villages  the  cacholios  fend 

their 
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their  children  to  the  protcftant  fchools,  there  to  learn 
reading,  writiisg,  and  arithmetic.  In  tljefe  cafes,  it  is 
tecommehded  to  the  mailer  not  to  talk  of  religion  to 
the  children,  which  branch  of  their  cdcication  is  left  to 
the  catholic  ^curates. 

The  efffcas  of  xo\eat6an  and  knowledge  on  the 
minds  of  the  people  are  already  apparent.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  different  communions  infenfibly  come  to- 
gether^ Amoflgft  peribns  of  fome  education  the  dif- 
ference of  religion  is  hardly  perceptible.  Prudence 
and  modefty  have  baniflied  all  religious  difputes 
from  Ibciety^  a^d  the  fear  of  being  particularly  re- 
marked, draws  off  numbers  from  an  attention  to  feve- 
ral  external  rites  and  ceremonies,  which  render  the 
difference  of  churches  more  ijtriking*  A  ftranger  may 
remain  fomc  time  at  Breflaw,  withomt  perceiving  that 
the  city  is  compofed  of  catholics,  Lutherans,  and  CajU 
vinifts,  n  . .    . 

Though  the  catholics  aric  no  way  ftraitened  in  the 
cxcrcife  of  their  religion,  yet  in  places  where  the  two 
religions  are  intermingled,  the  tafte  for  proceflionsj 
fraternities,  and  other  points  of  that  nature,  is  vifibly 
^d  daily  decre^fing. 

No  perfoa  either  liftens  to  or  reads  controverfial 
difcourfes  or  writings.  The  words  heretic  zviii  hereof 
appear  banifhed  fromfociety;  and  though^  umier  the 
reign  of  Frederick,  the  Lutheran  was  becomei'  in  fome 
meafure,  the  prevailing  religion  in  Silefia,  its  prbfeffors 
were  never  fcen  endeavouring  to  revenge  themfclvcs  oh 
tthecfttholics,  for  the  miferies  and  opprefllons  they  had 
filtered  fimn  them  under  preceding  reigns.     Should 
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fome  haughty  or  indifcrcct  protcftant  clergyman 
venture  to  preach  controverfy,  the  confiftorics  imme- 
diately repreis  his  zeal  -,  and  the  chambers  and  vicar 
royal  would  not  fail  to  impofe  the  fame  filence  on  any 
catholic  prieft  wholhould  be  tempted  to  revive  limilar 
difputes.  At  the  commencement  of  Frederick's 
reign,  a  catholic  prieft  was  tolerated  at  Breflaw,  who 
preached  controverfy  alone,  and  never  ceafed,  in  his 
fermons,  exclaiming  againft  the  proteftant  church. 
This  man,  however,  was  either  too  wife,  or  too  great 
a  fimpleton,  to  fubmit  to  his  auditors  any  opinion 
which  was  not  calculated  to  make  proteftants  as  well 
as  papifts  laugh.  (49)  His  pleafantries  were  Qat^'  all 
were  foon  tired  of  them:  the  catholics  blu(hed  at 
having  fuch  a  defender:  he  was  left  to  preach  to him- 
felf,  and  finally  obliged  to  hold  his  tongue. 

Marriages  between  perfcms  of  different  communions 
are  not  unfrequent,  andthe  government  favours  them, 
particularly  amongthe  common  people,  in  order  tobring 
the  different  fefts  nearer  to  each  other,  In  thefe  cafes 
it  is  ufually  ftipulated,  that  the  boys  (hall  be  educated 
in  the  religion  of  the  father,  and  the  girls  in  that  of 
the  mother.  Others  leave  their  children  free  until 
the  age  of  15  or  16,  to  chufe  what  religion  they  think 
proper,  and  teach  them  nothing  before  that  period 
but  the  principles  of  natural  religion,  which  ferve  as 
the  bafis  of  every  mode  of  faith. 

The  difference  of  churches,  however,  is  to  be  re- 
marked in  the  appointment  to  places  and  public  em«- 
ployments.  Poffibly  Frederick  would  have  ordered 
thefe  to  be  hglden  indifferently  by  catholics  or  Luthe- 

rans. 
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rans,  had  not  the  condu6l:  of  die  bifhop,  and  fbme  of 
the  catholic  vaffals,  infpired  that  prince  with  fome 
diftnift.  He  rennarked  that  the  attachment  of  his 
new  fubjedts  to  the  ancient  government  was  founded 
wholly  on  religions  and  the  precautions  he  took  in 
this  refpedk  were  neceffary,  elpecially  at  a  time  when 
fuperftition  ftill  fubfifted  in  its  full  force  in  Silefia. 

Such  was  Frederick's  adminiflration  in  Silefia^ 
and  fuch  the  ufeful  changes  which  he  effeded.  By 
his  care,  agriculture  has  been  reftored  in  the  province, 
commerce  encouraged,  population  augniented,  the 
people  relieved,  fuperftition  deftroyed,  induftry  and 
adtivity  excited,  and  knowledge  univerfally  diffufed. 
Nor  lefs  beneficially  did  the  cares  of  Frederick  per^ 
vade  thediiferent  provinces  of  his  dominions,  accord- 
ing to  the  circumftances  and  fituation  in  which  he 
found  them.  We  Ihall  now  proceed  to  trace  out 
ibme  of  thefc  operations. 


THE 
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THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  FREDERICK  IN  THE 
OTHER  PROVINCES  OF  HIS  DOMINIONS* 

WHILST  he  was  thus  making  a  new  country  of 
Silcfia,  his  paternal  views  extended  to  every 
other  part  of  his  dominions,  where  he  occupied  him- 
felf  in  reforming  or  perfe(5Hng  all  the  branches  of 
adminiftration.  The  greatcft  misfortune  that  can 
befal  any  people,  is  to  be  {libject  to  barbarous  and  un- 
certain laws,  which,  inconfiftent  and  trontraditftory, 
perpetually  cxpofe  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the 
citizens.  Frederick's  father  had  felt  the  defeft  of 
the  juri^rudence  followed  in  his  Hates,  and  conceived 
an  intention  of  reforming  it.  Frederick  laboured  du- 
ring the  whole  courfe  of  his  life  to  carry  into  execution 
this  great  work,  yet  it  remains  imperfeft.  Frederick's 
defigns  were  excellent;  he  had  no  other  objeft  than 
the  happinefs  of  his  peojde,  but  it  is  evi<iently  much 
cafier  to  be  a  conqueror  than  a  legiflator  5  for,  in  the 
multitude  of  great  men  whom  hiftory  prefents  us,  how 
often  do  we  find  Ca&fars  and  Alexanders,  inftead  of 
a  Lycurgus  and  a  Solon  ? 

A  mixture  of  the  Roman  and  canon,  confoundecj 
with  a  pretended  German  and  Saxon  law,  had  long 
formed  the  jurifprudence  of  die  Pruffian  ftatcs.  Un- 
ceitainty  reigned  in  every  decifion,  and  Confofion  in 
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all  the  tribunals.  Attempts  were  made  to  remedy 
abufes  by  a  multitude  of  fpecial  edifts,  which  only 
ferved  to  augment  perplexity  and  contradiAion. 

la  J  746  Frederick  himfelf  drew  up  a  plan  for  the 
reformatian  of  juftice.  He  wifhed  to  have  all  pro- 
cefies  terminated  in  one  year^  by  three  judgments,  and 
the  expences  diminifhed.  The  execution  of  this  pro^ 
jeft  was  entrufted  to  Coccei,  then  grand  chancellor, 
who  was  ordered,  by  the  )cing,  to  draw  up  a  new  code. 
Coccei  poflefied  all  the  talents  requifite  for  fulfilling 
the  king's  intentions  -,  but,  where  is  the  man,  how- 
ever tranfcendent  his  abilities,  capable  of  overthrowing, 
in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  the  jurifprudence  of  a 
whole  nation,  and  of  eftabUlhing  on  its  ruins  new  forms 
and  new  laws,  which  may  be  fubmitted  to  without 
abufes,  and  without  contradi<flions  ? 

Coccfi  purged  the  tribunals  of  a  band  of  unworthy 
memberS)  and  of  an  infinity  of  intdierable  abufes.  He 
introduced  order  and  regularity  in  the  proceedings. 
He  abolilhed  the  ancient,  and  eftablilhed  new  tribu-- 
nals,  to  which  he  communicated  the  aflive  fpirit,  the 
pure  and  ardent  zeal  which  animated  him  in  all  his 
operations.  Out  of  the  fees  he  created  a  Rind,  from 
which  the  falaries  of  the  officers  of  juftice  vC^ere  paid, 
thus  ihutting  the  doors  of  the  tribunals  againft  intereft 
and  avidity.  But,  by  abridging  formalities,  which 
often  Gonftitute  the  palladium  of  the  liberty  of  the 
citizen,  did  he  not  afford  too  much  opportunity  for 
precipitation  ?  Are  not  the  countries  in  which  the 
adminiftration  of  law  is  fubje£fc  to  fewer  forms>  pre- 
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*  cifcly  thofc  wherein  defpotifm  reigns  with  an  unbound- 
ed fway,  and  from  whence  liberty  has  difappcared  ? 

A  new  judicial  order  was  eftablifhed  in  all  the 
Pruflian  provinces,  to  which,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
years.  Cilery  point  was  fubmitted.  In  175a,  the  fuc- 
ccfs  of  this  reform  was  deemed  complete,  becaufe, 
put  of  9366  proccflcs,  all,  except  three,  had  been  de-r 
termincd  within  a  year.  On  this  plan  of  reafoning, 
no  fyftem  is  more  admirable  than  the  jurifprudencc 
i)i  the  Turkifh  governors,  who  will  difp^tch  twenty 
in  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

Frederick  foori  felt  that  he  was  fkill  remote  from 
his  objeft,  and  that  all  the  aftivity  of  the  Frederician 
code  would  prove  infufEcient  to  deftroy  the  hydra  of 
chicanery.  Coccci,  honourably  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  whofe  fervices,  he  gave  orders  that  a  medal 
£hould  be  ftruck  (50)  in  1748,  was  negleftcd  towards 
the  end  of  his  life ;  nor  was  Jarriges,  who  fucceeded 
him,  more  fortunate.  The  feven  years  war  threw  all 
theie  prcgeds  of  reformation  out  of  fight,  and  abufcs 
continued.  In  1776,  a  new  fchemc  wasprefented  to 
the  king.  Fiirft,  at  that  period  grand  chancellor, 
laboured  with  ardour  to  accQmpliih  Frederick's  in- 
tentions; when,  at  the  end  of  three  years,  an  affair, 
which  attrafted  a  very  general  attention,  occafioned 
the  fall  of  the  chancellor,  and,  in  its  coniequences, 
proved  how  much  the  king  had  grqwn  diflatisfied  with 
%11  his  tribunals. 

The  mill  of  a  man,  named  Arnold,  is  fituated  oi;i  a 
Cr.all  river,  near  the  village  of  Ppmrncrzig,    Above 

his 
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hU  mill,  this  river  p^flcs  through  the  eftate  of  Kay, 
belottging  to  Mr,  Gerfdorf,  a  provincial  coxinfcllor. 
Some  yejfcrs  before,  the  latter  had  made  a  filhpond 
on  his  eftate,  into  which  he  condufted  the  water  of 
the  river,  but  not  fo  as  to  prevent  if  from  returning  to 
che  river  by  another  outlet.  Arnold  pfctendcd  that 
this  pond  robbed  him  of  the  water  neceflary  for  his 
mill,  and  hindered  him  from  grinding  during  a  great 
part  of  the  year.  Under  this  pretext,  he  refufes  to 
pay  count  Schmettau,  of  whom  he  farmed  the  mill, 
the  quantity  of  corn  ftipulated  in  the  contract. 
Schmettau  attacks  him  judicially,  and  the  miller  is 
condemned.  Arnold,  in  contempt  of  the  fentcncc, 
ftill  perfifts  in  refufing  payment.  An  execution  is 
iflucd,  the  mill  is  fold  to  the  higheft  bidder,  and  falls 
to  counfellor  Gerfdorf,  Arnold,  deprived  of  his  milf, 
accufts  the  judges  of  violence  and  injuftice,  and  com  - 
plains  to  the  king.,  The  regency  of  the  New  Marchc 
are  ordered  to  examine  the  affair,  and  one  of  the 
counfellors,  with  a  Ikilful  attendant,  is  fent  to  make 
inquiries  on  the  fpot.  The  commiffioners  find  that 
the  pond  is  no  way  injurious  to  Arnold's  mill ;  and 
another  miller,  whofe  mill  ilood  higher  up  than  Ar- 
-nold*s,  and  between  the  latter  and  the  pond,  depofes 
on  oath,  that  this  pond  has  done  no  injury  to  his 
mill,  but  that  he  continues  to  grind  as  heretofore; 
from  whence  the  commiffioners  conclude  that  Arnold 
had  no  reafon  to  complain.  Arnold  appeals  from 
their  decifion  to  the  chamber  of  juftice  at  Berlin,  who 
qoiiBrm  the  firft  fentencc.  The  miller  again  complains 
to  the  king,    Frederick,  who  had  been  mad^  ta  take 
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the  afiair  in  a  faUe  point  of  view,  and  was  nnortified  i9 
fee  diat  allrthe  pains  and  labour  which  it  had  coft  to 
Te^m  the  adminiftration  of  jufticej  produced  no  ef- 
i^&y  difmifled  the  chancellor  and  the  prefident  of 
Cuilrinj  fent  the  counfellors  of  the  chamber  of  Berlin 
to  prifbn^  and  the  counfeUors  of  regency  to  Spandau. 
Ail  the  public  papers  of  Europe  extolled,  at  the  time, 
this  conduct  of  the  king  j  yet  lie  was  in  the  wrong,  as 
he  himfelf  acknowledged  fbme  jtzx^  previous  to  his 
death.  (51)  But,  even  in  this  tranfadion,  Frederick 
has  left  a  precious  monument  of  the  purity  of  his  ii^ 
tentions,  and  of  his  philofbphic  fpirit.  On  reading 
the  following  piece,  we  cannot  but  regret  that  he  was 
either  unable  to  find  perfons  worthy  of  executing  his 
prqjeAs,  or  that  all  their  operations  fhould  have  been 
rendered  abortive  by  intrigue. 

*^  The  tribunals,"  obfcrves  the  king,  in  his  report 
on  this  occafion,  "  Ihould  be  convinced  that  the  low- 
**  eft  peafant,  nay  the  mcaneft  beggar,  is  a  man,  as 
^'  well  as  the  king,  and  that  juftice  fiunild  be  rendered 
<^  to  all.  In  the  fight  (^juftice,  all  men  are  equals 
«*  the  peaiant  to  the  prince,  and  the  prince  to  the  pea- 
*'  fant,  when  complaints  are  made  by  one  againft  die 
<*  other.  In  diefe  fcafes,  they  fliould  aft  according  to 
*^  the  rules  of  equity,  without  diftinftion  of  perfons. 
*^  A  tribunal  which  commits  injuftice  is  more  dan- 
*'  gerous,  and  more  to  be  dreaded,  than  a  band  of 
"  robbers.  Precautions  may  be  taken  againft  rob- 
^'  bers,  but  no  man  is  in  fafety  againft  knaves  who 
^'  envelop  themfelves  in  the  robes  of  juftice,  to  fatisfy 
"  their  criminal  paflions." 

Carmer, 


^    •  F    R    E  ,D    E:R   I    C   K      II*  95 

Carsner,  fhe  mmifler  of  juflke  in  Stle(ta>  was  apN 
pointed  chanceUor^  and  the  reformation  again  renewed. 
In  1780J  the  king  addreflfed  an  order  of  the  c^bbtt 
to  him^  to  draw  up  a  new  code.  (52)  This  mag^f. 
trate  muft  have  laboured  with  ardour  f  for,  in  tHe 
following  ye^,  he  printed  a  new  judicial  order  in  tW0 
large  volumes  in  Svo.  of  near  one  thoiafand  pages>  and 
fince  that  period  he  has.  puWifhed  leveral  detached 
parts  of  the  new  code  of  which  he  was  the  compiler. 
But,  in  fpite  of  all  thefe  endeavours,  it  may  be  afferted 
^at  the  grcateft  confufion  ftiU  reigns  in  the  Prufliaa 
tribunals.  The  judges  zmd  chancery  officers,  accuf- 
tomed  to  the  ancient  judicial  fyilem,  are  loft,  fince  it 
lias  become  neceffary  to  conform  to  the  new  code* 
Such  of  them  as  are  employed  in  examining  the  par- 
ties, carry  under  their  arms  the  new  judicial  order, 
and  at  every  cafe  are  oblig^  to  confult,  after  a  refe- 
rence to  the  kxdex,  the  book  itfelf,  to  difcover  a  rule 
lor  their  ccmdud.  In  general,  the  perfons  who  have 
been  employed  in  the  reformation  of  the  laws  under 
Frederick,  are  accufed  of  having  epdeavoured  rather 
to  acquire  themlelveSu  a  name,  than  to  eftabli&  the 
principles'of  that  great  prince.  Whilft  Carmcr  was 
compoling,  or  giving  diredions  for  the  compofition  of 
his  code,  uMlft  he  was  employed  in  refifking  the 
cabal  wlio  were  labouring  to  deftroy  it,  innocent  men,^ 
fhut  up  in  priibns,  could  with  difficulty  obtain  ibme 
equivocal  decifion,  which  during  the  Ipace  of  many 
months  they  had  folicited.  Such  as  wifhcd  to  com- 
plain  of  any  aft  ofirrjuftice,  were  either  intimidated^ 
or  the  point  was  meanly  gi\^en  up  to  thoie  on  whom 
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menaces  had  no  effeft;  Every  decree  ifiued  from  the 
chancery^  although  containing  no  more  than  two  lines^ 
and  thefe  not  upon  ftamped  paper^  cod:  the  wretched 
iuitor^  who  was  fometimes  pleading  only  for  the  price 
of  his  daily  hbour,  nearly  three  crowns  j  and  thefe  de- 
crees were  fo  multiplied^  as,  in  the  end,  to  exceed  the 
ilim  for  the  recovery  of  which  he  had  rccourfe  to  the 
tribunals.  (53) 

Nothing  could  be  more  entertaining  than  the  man« 
ner.  of  conduding  the  caufes.  Around  a  large  table 
are  featcd  eighteen  or  twenty  young  referees,  each  of 
them  liftening  to  two  parties.  Here  a  huA>and  and 
wife  are  feen  difputing  about  a  feparationi  by  the  fide 
of  them  is  a  jew  accufed  of  roguery  and  ufury  ;  at 
fbme  diftance  Hands  z  girl  complaining  againft  her 
feducer  $  a  Ktde  further  is  a  gentleman  demanding 
juftice  againft  his  tenant,  or  a  peafant  againft  his  lord  : 
here  they  are  talking  of  adultery,  rapes^  or  an  ailault ; 
there,  of  com,  oats,  or  hay :  in  fbme  parts  nothing  is 
heard  but  5, 9,  or  12  per  cent,  in  others,  maintenance  is 
loudly  demanded/or  an  illegitimate  child.  All  thefe 
confufed  voices  mingle  together,  and  form  a  whimfical 
murmur,  in  the  midft  of  which  it  is  impoflible  for  a 
man,  the  moft  converfant  in  bufinefs,  to  preferve  his 
attention.  Add  to  this,  the  frequent  difturbance  of 
attention  to  which  the  young  referecj  who  may  be 
examining  the  moil  interefting  matter,  is  liable,  on 
hearing  a  huA^and  recounting  to  his  companion  the 
infidelities  of  a  wife  $  and,  in  fa£b,  he  often  does  not 
take  the  leaft  notice  of  one  half  of  what  the  parties 
referred  to  him  are  faying,  whilft  not  a  word  of  what 
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others  are  repeating  to  his  next  neighbour  efcapes 
his  ear. 

One  great  obftacle  to  order  in  the  tribunals,  and  the 
adminiftration  of  juftice  under  the  reign  of  Frederick, 
arofe  from  the  uncertainty  of  their  decifions,  and  the 
fear  left  an  order  of  the  cabinet  ihould  overturn  a  fen- 
tence  delivered  by  the  ableft  judges,  after  an  exami- 
nation of  many  months.  The  moft  enlightened 
prince  may  be  deceived  by  impofture  and  diflimu- 
lation.  Wickednefs  often  alTumes  the  raalk  of  inno- 
cence, and  feduces  by  calumny.  The  affair  of  the 
miller  Arnold  evinces  that  Frederick  was  not  proof 
Againft  this  Icduftion,  In  what  confifts  the  magif- 
trate's  authority.  When  a  fingle  word  of  the  fovereign 
can  overturn  his  decifion,  and  flay  its  execution? 
How  can  thehoneft  citizen  thinK  himfelf  fecure  in  his 
pofieffions,  confirmed  by  the  tribunals  of  the  ftate,  if 
he  is  every  moment  in  dread  of  feeing  coriteflations> 
long  fince  determined  by  equity,  revived  by  malig- 
nity, and  that  property  which  the  magiftrate  accorded 
to  him  with  juflice,  wrefled  from  him  by  violence  ^ 
If  Frederick  could  be  deceived  in  matters  of  this  na- 
ture, if  he  frequently  committed,  unintentional  a6fcs  of 
injuflice,  \rfiat  a  fatal  example  ha3  he  not^iven  to  his 
fuccefTors,  who  may  be  endowed  with  lefs  information 
and  philofbphy !  Frederick-William  the  Second  has 
declared,  on  afTuming  the  reins  of  government,  that 
he  is  determined  to  fee  juflice  done  to  all  his  fubjefts, 
and  that  nothing  fhall  interrupt  its  courfe ;  but  has  , 
Providence  fecured  to  Pruffia  an  uninterrupted  fuc- 
ceflion  of  monarchs  as  enlightened  as  Frederick  U: 
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.or  as  jufl:  as  Frcdcrick-William  ?  What  wotdd  be-» 
c6me  of  the  arbitrary  power  of  annulling  the  fcntences 
t)f  courts  of  jufticc  in  the  hands  of  a  pervcFfe  prince  ? 
Jt  would  be  an  zd:  of  real  bounty  to  Pruflia^  after 
fonxunga  good  code  of  laws,  to  fecure  their  operation 
•by  mainuintng  their  authority  with. an  inflexible  feve-^ 
4-ity*  Thefccurity  of  pr<^rty  particularly  requires^ 
that^  when  the  tribtinals  have  pronounced  reipe&ing 
•the  coQceftations  of  the  citizens^  their  decrees  fhould 
436  irrevocable^  and  their  execution  as  ijpeedy  as  infal-^ 
'lible«  Let  the  judiciary  forms  be  prefcribed  widi  the 
^reateft  precaution^  let  tribunals  be  ere6):ed  ta  fcruti-' 
-nize  the  cottdu£^  and  decifions  of  the  judges  $  but  the 
forms  prelcribed  by  the  1^  being  oace  complied  with^ 
and  a  cauie  once  fbbmitted  to  the  judgment  of  the 
perfons  appointed  to  Cry  it,  let  there  ncx  longer  remain 
any  doubt  refpe&ing  juftice  or  injuftice :  hst  no  com- 
4>laint  beliftened  tOy  and  an  eternal  fiience  be  impofed 
en  the  reftlefs  ipirit  of  wrangling^  and  all  refiftance  be 
4C)verthrown.  A  Germain  author  has  afcribed  Frede- 
tick's  condu(5l  refpe&ing  the  miller  Arnold  to  the  i\U 
humour  occafioned  by  the  gout,  with  which  he  was  at 
that  time  tormented^  In  what  a  Situation  is  a  magif- 
Crate,  a  judge,  a  citizen,  whofe  fate  depends  upon  a  lit 
of  the  gout ! 

•  Let  us  conclude  from  what  we  havie  oblerved^that. 
In  our  modern  conftitutions,  a  good  code  of  laws  is  not 
die  work  of  one  man,  but  muil  originate  in  the  com* 
bined  knowledge  of  the  enlightened  men  of  a  nation, 
when  a  nation  is  blefled  with  fuch,  and  not  dcfaafod  by 
the  defpotifm  which  blafls  all  wifdom  and  all  virtue. 

^  -         .  Xet 
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Liit  us  conclude,  that,  after  making  laws,  a  mohe  diffi- 
cult tafk  ftill  remains,  to  get  the  citizens  tb  cherilh  and 
obey  them*  ,  It  is  impoflible  af  once  to  overthrow  the 
jurilprudence  and  the  laws  which  have  governed  il 
nation  for  a  long  feries  of  years,  and  fviddenly  to  efta-» 
blifti  new  decrees.  To  effe6t  revolutions  of  this  na* 
turc,  the  firft  ftudy  fliould  be  to  mature  arid  prepavt 
them  in  the  prefcnt  generation,  ill  order  to  procure 
them  a  favourable  reception  from  thofe  which  are  to  . 
come.  The  example  of  Frederick  has  induced  many 
other  (bvereigns,  friends  to  humanity,  to  attempt 
changes  in  their  ftates  j  we  are  witnefles  of  their  df-^ 
fefts !  The  Romans,  our  matters  in  legiflation,  con-* 
fidered  a  Icgiflative  code  as  too  important  an  objcft 
to  be  fintrufted  to  one  man ;  th«y  felt  the  defefts  and 
infufficiency  of  the  laws  made  by  Iheir  kings  and  con« 
fuls,  and  fent  deputies  ihto  Greece,  to  coUeft  every 
thing  excellent  in  the  infticutes  of  the  different  cities^ 
Ten  perfons  were  employed  in  the  revifal  of  them,  a 
new  code  was  prefented  to  the  people,  who  received 
it  with  applaufe,  and  all  the  orders  of  the  ftatc  ap-^f 
proved  of  it. 

Frederick  was  more  fortunate  in  the  other  branched 
of  adminiilration ;  it  is  impoffible  to  ftir  a  fingle  ftep 
in  the  provinces,  without  being  ftruck  with  admi-^ 
ration.  The  firft  year  after  the  peace  of  Drefiicn, 
the  two  canals  of  Plauen  and  of  Finow  were  com* 
pleted;  The  former,  defigncd  to'  favour  the  navis* 
gation  between  Berlin  and  Magdcbourg,  takes  its  rife 
nearParey  on  the  Elbe,  the  waters  of  which  if  unitcSf . 
with  the  Havel>  into  which  it  throws  itfelf  noar  Plauen: 
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it  has  three  fluiccs,»and  is  nine  leagues  in  length.  The 
iecond,  which  has  thirteen  fluices,  rifes  near  Lieben- 
walde  on  the  Havel,  traverfcs  a  fpace  of  two  thoufand 
feet  meafure  of  the  Rhine,  and  joins  the  Oder  above 
Oberberg,  at  the  fpot  where  that  river  receives  the 
Havel!  The  lands  cleared  dut,  andthe  fettlenients  of 
foreign  cultivators,  reftorc  life  and  aftivity  to  the  coun- 
try, whilft  new  fabrics  augment  the  induftry  of  the 
towns*  Two  commercial  companies  fpring  up  at 
Emden  for  the  trade  of  China  and  Bengal ;  (54) .  Ber- 
lin and  Potzdam  become  the  moft  beautiful  towns  in 
Europe ;  every  year  a  number  of  fuperb  edifices  rear 
up  their  heads  under  the  aufpices  of  Frederick,  and 
fcrm  fo  many  prefents  made  by  the  tnonarch  to  his 
fijbjefts.  (55) 

'  After  the  war  of  feven  years,  Frederick  labours 
trith  ardour  to  efface  on  aU  fides  (he  traces  of  this 
deftruftive  fcourge.    He  travels  through  the  provin- 
ces, interrogates  the  provincial  counfellors>  enters  into 
the  mofi:  minute  details,  makes  himfelf  acquainted 
with  all  the  evils,  and  applies  himfelf  to  all  forts  of 
remedies.  (56)     He  reflores  to  the  communities  of 
the  country  the  money  exacted  from  them  as  the  price 
«f  fafcty,  and  diflributes  aniong  the  moft  neceflitous 
.families  the  magazines  of  provifions  formed  from 
Saxony  and  Poland,     He  orders  bread  and  flour  to 
Iw:  given  daily  to  the  poor,  and  feed  to  the  hufband- 
man  for  the  purpofc  of  lowing  his  ground  j    all  the 
fiipcrfluous  horfes  of  the  cavalry  and  convoys  are  gra- 
tuitoufly  beflowed  on  them.     The  towns  and  villages 
receive  extraordinary  fums,  to  rebuild  their  habitations, 
.      -  In 
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Jn  1765,  twelve  hutidfcd  ho^fes'were  conftruftcd  in 
{^Omcfani^  at  the  expence  of  the  royal  treafury.        t 

Near  five  hundred  thoufand  crowns  are  diilributed 
in  corn*  flour,  horfes,  and  other  articles.  Alnioft 
§o,ooa  are  expended  in  reb^uilding  the  houfes  de- 
ftroycd  in  thcrNew  Marphc,  and  3^,^90  in  the  in>. 
provcaient  of  lands^j  and  th^  relief  pf  chp  hyfband- 
men.  Berlin,  .Koningfbcrg,  Magdebox}rg,  Bfeflaw, 
Stettin,  andjColberg,  pergeiv/s  th?ir  conimerce  revi- 
ve4  W  y^ip.u§  ufefvil  cftablifhmeints,  Frederick  gi  vesf 
orders  for  cutting  the  canal  of  Bromberg,  which  unites 
tj}>Q;y;i^la,t<>th^  P4^F,  ::r  Th^  uncjaltivated  knds  are 
cfeai:e^-0Ut,tthp  morafles  dra4ne45  fertile  fields  np^ 
s(ttra£l:,(be  eye,  an^i  fix  the  attention  pf  the  aflonifhed 
traveller,  jn  immpnfe  plains,  which  he,  fornmefiy,  be-, 
held  covered  with  barg^n  rpeds  or  .muddy  waters, 
Two  or  three  millions  yparly,  are  ei^iplpyed  in  thcfe, 
real  bpunties.and  iipproyements,  (57) 

Dikes  are  elevated  on  the  Netze  and  the  Warta,. 
ff pnaPriefen  as  far  asrPuftrin^  along  th^  Oder,  from 
Guftrin  to  Oderberg,  along  the  Havel  and  the  Elbe>' 
rpundthe  great  lake  of  Madua,  in  Ponierania,  to  the^ 
environs  of  Pot?dam,  and  in  fevpral  other  diftridts.^ 
Whole  trads  of  country,  onqe  fubged  to.  inundations,, 
rife,  as  it  were,  out  of  the  boftpm.of  the  waters,  ap^> 
pearing  fertile,  and  fit  for  tilhge.     Twq  or  three  h\in-»- 
dgeA  thqufaqd  acres  of  freih  lands  are  diftributed  to. 
new^dersi  500  villages,  or  hamlets,  appear  fuddenly 
cfk  thefe  plains,  where  34,000;  families  find  their  fub- 
i)ftenc.e.  .  Reckpi^ing    five  perfons  tp.q^h  familyj: 
btxf  is  ^  incresrfc  of  pppuiatipn  of .;  79,090  fouls.  ^ . : 

.    ,  '  H  3  Befides 
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A&ndesthefe  eftablKhments^  Frederick  advanced, 
to  a  great  number  of  gentlemen  a|id  poflefibrs  of  lands^ 
leveral  millions  of  money^  to  enable  them  to  clear  ouc 
and  improve  their  eiHtes,  and  to  make  new  fettlements. 
upon  them.  Thefe  fums  are  either  prefents^  or  loans 
at  f  or  2  pep  cent,  the  intereft  of  which  if  ddftined  tc^ 
pay  the  falaries  of  ichoolmaflers^  or  the  pcniions  off 
widows  and  dau^uers  of  poor  officers. 

Upwards  of  30a  farms  of  the  royal  domains  have 
lleen  feparated  from  the  grand  bailiwics,  and  given  to 
cultivators. 

H^  favours  and  encourages  every  where^  as  well#aa 
ih  Silefia^  the  abolition  of  commons,  and  the  diftri-> 
bution  of  the  lands  of  which  they  are  compofed.  Kfe 
orders  mulberry-trees  to  be  planted  5  and  lupin,  tre- 
foil, and  lucerne  feeds  to  be  diftributed  to  all  who 
demand  them  j.  and  he  excites  aftivity,  oeconomy,  an 
attachment  to  experiments,  and  induftry,  by  bounties 
of  every  kind. 

Though  the  greateft  part  of  the  lands  in  the  Pruf-- 
fian  dominions  are  by  no  means  Co  fertile  as  in  many 
either  dates,  never  have  Frederick's  fubjeAs  Had  reafon* 
to  dread  fcarcity  or  famine.     Immenfe  magazines, 
conftrufted  in  every  province,  conftandy  ofier  effica-^ 
cious  refources  for  his  army  in  time  of  war,  and  for  all 
his  fubje<5ts  in  cafe  of  dearth.    By  fontiing  th^fc  ma* 
gazines,  he  maintains  the  value  of  com  at  a  rate 
equally  moderate  and  advantageous  f6rthe  farmer/ 
zadi  by  opening  them,  he  prevents  the  price  of  gram' 
fiom  rifing  fb  as  to  prove  ruinous  to  the  people.     In 
27  7  2,  whilft  a  fevere  famine  was^  laying  wafte  the  moft-  *> 
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fertile'  provinces  of  Gerrtiany,  th^  Prtaffians,  on  theit 
(andy  plainSj  |)*rcei^ed  nothing  of  the  public  calamity, 
and  furnifli^d  corn  tti  their  Ie(s  provident  neighbours. 

The  foreign  manufa€&iires  eftabHflied  by  Frt^e^ 
tick  in  hi^  dates,  enable  hb  fubjedb  to  difp^nfe  With 
alitipft  ali  forts  of  fotcign  merchandize,  the  entry  oif 
which  is  prohibited.  The  linens,  the  woollen  ftufFs, 
the  cloth$^  and  other  articles  fabricated  in  thfe  provin- 
ces of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  arc  tranfported  into  all  thd 
German  ftates,'to  Switzerland,  Jtaly,  France,  Poland, 
and  even  to.  Ruflja  and  China,  The  Pruflians  export, 
innuaiiy,  linens  to  the  amount  of  fix  millions  of 
CfSwhs,  andiE:lQi:hs  and  ^dllen  ftuflfs  to  the  amount  of 
four  rnilKons.  The  iroh^  works  ^nd  hardware  of  the 
county  of  La  Mark  produce  a  return  of  about  one 
ffltHiofi  into  the  country^  The  woods  of  Branden- 
boui'gand  Pomerartia,  the'  c$rn,  the  flax,  and  woods 
ftf  Pruffia,  form,  alfo,  very  confiderable  articles  of 
commerce ;  a  commerce  which  muft  recover  froni 
the  checks  which  it  has  received^  if  not  experience 
a '  confiderable  increafe,  as  Frederick-William  haS 
purged  his  dominions  qf  thofe  rapacious  foreigner 
who  imppfed  but  too  often  on  Frederick  I|. 

This  numerous  body  of  manufafturers  much  augi- 
triented  the  population  of  the  Pruffian  ftates  under  the 
reign  of  Frederick.  •  In  1^787,  not  lefs  than  :?  23,006 
-^milies  were  reckoned,  who  are  emplojred  in  -the 
nianu(a6ture  of  filks,  woollens,  linfcns,  cortbtis,  leathei', 
and  other  raw  materials;  The  ^ercliatrdize  which 
they  worked  up  amounted,  at  that  period,  to  16  miB- 
llpns  of  crowns,  one  half  of  which  Was  for  foreign  con- 
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fumption.  If  we  reckon  four  perfons  to^gicb  liimilf^ 
it  may  be  afTerted  that  the  Pru4Un  manufadures.  give 
fubfiileoce  to  half  a  million  of  workn^n>  which  num«> 
her  forms  about  the  twelfth  part  of  the  population. 

Frederick  protf  died  andfavoiHred  the  manufadhirers 
by^very  poflible  means^  and  efpecially  by  making 
theip  large  advances  of  money,  by  holding  out  pre* 
miums  to  encourage  thqm,  by  efl^liihing  magazines 
of  wool  and  other  raw  materials  in  feveral  of  the  fmall 
towns,  by  exempting  the  manufacturing  towni  from 
inrolments  and  military  feryice. 

Frederick*Wil]iam,  his  father,  had  eftabliihed  fome 
manufadories  of  cloths,  woollen  Huffs,  linens,  and 
arois;  Frederick  II.  added  to  them  others  of  cotton, 
filk,  porcelain,  fugar,  leather,  &c.  The  manufaftory 
.of  porcelain  at  Berlin  employs  500  workmen,  and, 
notwithftanding  the  rivalfhip  of  that  of  Saxony,  fells  a 
great  quantity  in  foreign  countries.  The  fiifc  manu- 
factures were  very  inconfiderable  in  the  reigo  of  Fre- 
derick-William I.  in  the  laft  years  of  that  of  Frede- 
rick II.  they  occupied  upwards  of  5000  workmen; 
in  th^  marche  of  Brandenbourg  alone,  the  woricing  of 
the  mines,  which  owes  a  part  of  its  actual  exiftence  to 
the  indefatigable  pains  and  enlightened  knowledge  of 
Mr.  de  Heinitz,  a  minifler  of  (tate,  then  occaiipned  a 
national  produce  of  half  a  million. 

Frederick  introduced  what  may  be  termed  a  mari- 
time navigation,  which  vifibly  incrcafed  during  the 
courfe  of  his  reign,  and,  fioce  the  pcacp  9f  Hubertf- 
bourg,  the  Pruflian  flag  is  refpedted  by  all  natipns. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  finances  and  agriculture  under 

Frederick, 
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Frederick,  wc  cannot  avoid  placing  by  die  fide  of 
this  great  king  the  pame  of  Brenkenhoff>  who  either 
aflifted  with  his  advice,  or  directed  the  chief  part  of 
thefe  operations.     A  fingle  word  will  conftitute  the 
eulogium  of  this  great  man :  Frederick  faid  of  him, 
"  I  lock  upon  the  birth  of  Brenkenhoff  as  one  of  the  ma^ 
"  fortunate  events  vf  my  reign.''     A  prince  capable^  of 
making  fuch  a  remark,  m^erits  to  be  ferved  only  by 
great  men.     This  extraordinary  man,  fent  by  his  £a^ 
ther  into  the  world  with  half  a  florin  in  his  pocketj^ 
foupd  the  means,  by  his  talents,  of  gaining  conflderable 
fums.  (58)     He  was  at  firft  page  to  prince  Leopold 
of  PcfTau,  whofe  confidence  he  obtained.     Brenken- 
hoflf  had  conceived  for  Frederick  an  admiration  bor* 
dering  on  enthufiafm;     Frederick  had  heard  his  ta- 
lents  mentioned.     This  prince  had  often  been  flopped 
in  his  ei)terprize$  for  want  of  a  fufficient  number  of 
horfes.     When  on  the  point  of  entering  Bohemia,  he 
confulted  Brenkenhoff  on  the  means  of.  finding  them^ 
Brenkenhoff  obferved  tq  the  king  that  there  was  no 
want  of  horfes  in  his  own  flates,  and  that  he  could  find 
him  -as  many  as  he  wanted,  if  he  would  but  confent 
to  check  the  luxury  of  perfons  who  had  equipages, 
<'  It  is  as  eafy,"  faid  he  to  the  king,  *^  to  go  with  two 
''  hcn-fes  in  a  coach,  as  four ;  and^  under  the  neceffity 
"  which  your  majefty  now  experiepcesj  there  caa  be 
"  nothing  rigorous  or  unjufl  in  an  arrangement  of  this 
"nature."     The  king  approved  of  the  propofal,  and 
Brenkcnhoflr  undertook  to  carry  it into  execution,  oa 
two  conditions  :  the  firfl,  that  there  fhould  be  no  dii^ 
tinftion  of  perfons  i  and^  fecondly,  that  the  horfes 

ihould. 
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ftould  be  paid  for  at  a  fair  price.  He  fyon  procured 
the  king  foroe  thoufands  of  fine  hb^fes.  Othei^-ftfviccs 
Which  he  rcrtdered  Frederick,  convinced  that|>rihce 
df  the  talents;  aftivity,  and,  above  all,  of  thedlfinte- 
reftednefs,  of  this  ceconomifti  and  be  determined  tq 
jRtach  him  to  his  fcrvicc. 

On  the  death  of  the  emprefi  Elizabeth,  Frederick, 
^o  had  (carcclj  recovered  the  poffcffion  of  Pome- 
tania  and  the  New  Marchc,  immediately  thought  of 
leftoring  thefe  ravaged  prorinces,  even  in  the  midft  of 
war^  and  fixed  upon  Brenkenhoff  fflj:  the  execucion 
of  his  projeft.  He  lent  for  him,  and  propo(ed  to  take 
him  into  his  fcrvice,  leaving  the  ^tle  and  falary  to  his 
6ption.  Brenkenhoff  had  die  modefty  to  ^eman4 
6nly  two  thoufaad  crowns,  and  the  title  pf  privy  coun- 
fellor  of  finances.  He  was  charged  wJch  the  reftq- 
ration  of  thefc  two  provinces,  and  inftandy  feegan  to  I 
hbour  at  the  accomplifhment  of  his  objeft,  Py  dint  ' 
of  an  incredible  aftivity,  ind  thfe  pecuniary  ^Qiftance 
6f  the  king,  he  fucceeded,  iii  the  courfe  of  a  YPTy  few 
;^ears,  fti  effacing  all  the  traces  of  the  war.  It  istqhim 
iJiat  feveral  of  the  Pruflian  provinces  owe  the  cfta- 
blifhment  of  magazines,  the-  redonftruftion  of  theif 
towns,  the  increafe  of  population,  the  revival  of  agri- 
culture, the  conftruftion  of  new  fabrics,  the  draining 
of  agreatntmiberrfrnwafles,  and  a  multitude  of  other 
operations,  which  will  render  his  name  immortal.  (59) 
*  But,  the  moft  brilliant  part  of  Frederick's  adminif- 
frition,  and  that  which  has  given  him  fo  decided  a 
fiiperiority  over  all  hjs  neighbdurs,  was  the  conftitution 
df  his  armies.  Let  us  he^rhiqifplf  paint  rfic-ftate  of 
^        •  the  I 


the  army  iindar  b»  father  Frederick-WilSam>  and  we 
fhall  cken  diicover  by  what  means  he  was  able  to  carr)^ 
it  t6  its  prefenc  point  of  perfe&ion.  ^ 

"  The  whole  army,"  obfcrves  Fredierick,  m  his  Mc^ 
moirsofthe  Houfec^Brandenbotirg,  "  as  wdlinfim^' 
*'  tty  as  cavalry,  were  put  into  winter  quartets  in  thef 
^^  towjis.  To  introduce  order,  and  maintain  dlftnpline/ 
<'  the  king^^ubliflied  a.  milisary  regulatbn,  iiiftrufbmg 
'*  each  officer  in  his  duly  ;  and  he  himfeif  cafefuU^ 
"  watched  their  conduA.  Officeits^  reipedbabie  froai 
**  age  and  fcrvices,  were  at  the  head  of  every  corps, 
'^  and  gave  additional  force  to  fubordinadon  by  their^ 
f^  example  and  fcverity,.  The  king  reviewed  his* 
*^  troops  every  year;  he  made  them  go  through  various* 
'^  evolutions,  and,  as  he  was  hiaifelf  the  ihlpeftor  of  his" 
*^  army,  he  pouid  not  be  deceived.'*  ' 

^  Qn  the  firft  introduftion  of  the  new  exercifes,  the^ 
^*  officers  were  ignorant  of  the  fimple  method  of  teach-' 
''*  ing  them  fince  pra&ifed,  and  made  ufe  of  no  odier 
*^  rhetoric  but  biows^   which  rendered  this  operation' 
<«  tedious  and  difficult.    In  each. regiment,  the  corps* 
"  of  Q^ers  W4S  purged  of  thofe  men' wbofe  conduft' 
"  or  birth  were  repugnant  to- the  principles  6f  honour' 
*' peculiar  to  the  profelBon ;  and  from  this  period  the 
'<  delicacy  of  die  officera^no  longer  fufitrs)  them  to  af- 
*<  foci^^ce  with  any  perfoni  whofe  cbara&tns  are  not 
"  iireproachable/'  .      j 

"  The  battalions  were  ranged   in  four  flies,  but 
'*  chai^ged  in  three :   the  battalion  contained  fow  di<- 
''  vifions,  and  each  divifion  twp.  platoons,  exdufitp^e  or 
'^  the  gcenadier  comp9i}y#- 

"The 
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«*;The  pnnte  of  Anhalt,  y^  had  ftudicd  war  as  a: 
'^.  profeflion^  perceiving  that  all  poffible  advantage 
«*was  not  derived  from  the  mufkets^^  invented  iron 
*^  ramrodS)  and  found  the  means  of  teaching^  the  fbl- 
^  diers  to  .load'  with  incredible  quickneis.  From  the 
^  year  I73i3>  the  firft  rank  charged  with  bayonets  at 
*«  the  end  of  their  pieces. 

^<  The  exercife  was  at  that  time  perfonned  as  fol- 
<^  lows  s  they  began  by  hamfiing  their  arms  1  then 
^.  loaded  by  platoons  and  jdivifions ;  when  firing,  they 
*'  advanced  flowly,  and  retreated  nearly  in  the  fame 
^iflflanneri^,.  after -which  tw6drripenetrisible%iares  were 
*^  formed  oppofitelthe  enemy,' and,  they  iinHhipd^by  a 
*'  fcattering ,  6re  which  was !  very  uickis.  » All<thefe' 
"  evolutions,. however,  were  performed  akeady^  'with 
^'  fo  much  precifion,  that  the  movements  of  a  batta- 
^  lion  were  like  the  play  of  the  ^iogs  of  the  beft 
*^  made  watch. 

'  ^'  The  king  aboliflied  cloaks,  and  fliortened  the 
*f  drels  of  the  infantry,  and,  to  accelerate  them  in 
^f  their  march,  attached  two  bat  horfes  to  each  com- 
'^  pany,  to  carry,  the  tents  and  blankets  for  ;he  &1- 
*'  diers,  when  they  took  the  field, 

'  ^^  The  king,  from  motivesof  precaution^  ^ofiituted, 
'^  in  all  die  provinces,  abundant  magazines,^  which 
*f  ferved  to  relieve  the  .people  in  times  of  foarcityij^  and 
"  provided  him  with  wellfurnifhcd  ftores  for  the  army 
*'  in  time  of  war. 

.  ^^  Towards  the  year  1730,  the  rage  fortajlnocit 
*«  was  carried,  .to  .fuch  a  hcightas  will  appear  incredible 
^\ to  pdftcrity.    The  commcu^pricc  paid  for acnan  of 

! !   ^^  «avc 
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^  five  feet  fen  inches,  of  the  Rhine  nieafiire,'  was  700^ 
^  crowns' i  a  man  of  fix  feet  received  1000,  and  Jf 
^*  ftill  taller,  the  price  was 'greatly  augmented  :  there 
"  were  feveral  regiments  which  had  not  a-  fingle  man 
**  under  five  feet  eight  inches  j  and  the  lelft  man  of 
**  the  army  was  five  feet  fix,  well  meafured.  i 

**  To  put  fome  order  in  thefe  enliftments,  which 
^  were  made  with  confufion  in  die  country,  and  oc- 
**  cafioned  numberlels  difputes  between  the  regiments ; 
**  in  the  year  1733,  the  king  divided  all  his  provinces 
*^  into  diftrifts,  which  were  affigned  to  different  i^egi- 
^  ments,  and  from  which  they  might  draw  annually 
^  thirty  men  in  time  of  peace,  and  in  war  as  far  as  one 
*'  hundred ;  which  rendered'  the  army,  as  it  were, 
*'  immortal,  by  fumilhing  it  widi  a  certain  ftock,  from 
**  which  it  has  ever  fince  been  conftantly  renewed. 

**  The  cavalry,  as  well  as  the  infantry,  were  com- 
'*  pofed  of  very  tall  men,  mounted  on  enormous 
*^  horfes  t  ihey  were  fo  many  colofllifes  on  elc* 
**  phants,  who  neither  knew  how  to  manoeuvre  or  to 
<*  fight.  There  never  was  a  review  but  fome  unikilfiil 
«*  cavalier  received  a  fall.  They  were  not  matters  of 
<*  their  horfes,  and  their  officers  had  no  notion  of  ca- 
**  valry  fcrvice ;  not  die  fmallcft  idea  of  war,  no  know- 
*'  ledge  of  ground,  no  theory,  no  pradtice  of  the  evo*- 
"  lutions  fit  for  cavalry  in  die  day  of  aftion. 

"  Thefe  excellent  officers  were  of  thofc  ceconomical 
*«  gentry  who  confidered  their  companies  as  farms, 
«  which  they  endeavoured  to  turn  to  the  beft  ac- 
"  count. 

**  fiefides  what  we  have  juft  mentioned,  the  long 

"  peace 


^|)eMe  h#d  bsflmrdtSiMl  the  Service.  At  th^  com^ 
^  menceinent  of  the  reign  of  Frederick-William^  die j 
^  had  refined  upon  tlie  order  of  the  re^ments  and  on 
^  dUcti^ne ;  but  as  there  was  nothing  left  to  be  done 
^  in  that  branchy  tho'ipecolations  turned  towards  all 
**  forts  of  things  ealculated  only  to  pieafe  the  eye: 
^  the  foldicr  varniihed  his  mufket  and  fornkta-e ;  the 
^^  eavaUer^  his  bridle^  faddkj  nay  even  his  boots ;  the 
f  ^  horfes  manes  were  plaited  with  ribbands ;  ^d  at 
^^  hA  cleaid:inef8>  which  of  itl^lf  is  ufeful^  degento-ated 
i^tnlK)  a  ridiculous  abufe^  If  the  peace  had  lafted 
V  beydnd  the  year  1740,  in  all  probability  we  ihould 
¥  ere  now  have  acquired  the  habit  of  wearing  paint 
*^  and  patches ;  but,  a  circuniftance  itill  mOre  deplo- 
f^  rable^  is^  that  the  eflential  pomts  of  war  were  totally 
<<  negleAed,  and  that  our  gfentus  was  narrowing  itfelf 
l^  from  day  to  day  by  the  moft  trivial  deti^. 
i  ^^  In  fpite  of  all  thefc  abufes,  the  infantry  was  good, 
i*  and  there  reigned  a  fevere  difcif^e  and  ftrict  order 
f*  in  that  body ;  but  the  cavalry  was  abfolutcly  ruined. 
<*  The  king,  who  was  prefent  at  the  batde  of  Malpla- 
»<  quet,  had  feen  the  cavalry  of  the.  ImperialHls  three 
^'  times  rcpulfed ;  and  at  the  fieges  of  Menin,  Toxir- 
1*  nay,  and  Straliund,  the  cavalry  had  no  opportunity 
•-*  to  acquire  military  reputadon.  The  prince  of  An- 
*'  halt^  in  fome  degree,  felt  the  fame  prejudices.  He 
!^  could  not  pardon  the  cavalry  of  Sdrheim  the  defeat 
'*  at  the  firft  battle  of  Hochftedt,  and  imagined  that 
^^  diis  fort  of  foldiery  were  founfteady,  that  it  was  im- 
"  poffible  to  depend  upon  their  efforts.  His  unfortu- 
*'  nite  prejudices  were  fo  fatal  to  our  cavalry,  that 

«they 
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^'tfiey -remained  ^thout  difciplinc,  ^d  were  cobft^ 
'^  quently  found  to  be  of  iio  life  in  the  moment  when 
*^  their  fervices  were  required*  .  * 

"  The  infantry  itpf)lied  greatly  to  their  profelBbn ; 
^^  and  greatly  were  they  Superior  to  the  cavalry,  who, 
*^  generally  difperfed  in  the  fxnail  towns,  were  leis  iff- 
*^  telligent  and  animated  than  the  formen  Amongft 
^*  the  generals  were  to  be  found  more  bravery  than 
-*'  talents*  The  prince  of  Anhalt  was  the  only  ooe 
^1  amongft  them  capable  of  commanding  an  armyrt 
<^  this  he  well  knew>  and  availed  himfelf,  upon  all  oo- 
^^  cafions  whatibeter*,  of  hisfuperiority,  that  he  might 
^^  have  the  more  court  paid  him>  and  iland  higher  than 
«^  the  others. 

.    ^*  buring  the  kind's  reign,  the  fortifications  of  Mag- 

•^^  debourg  and  Wefel  were  completed,   and  diofe  of 

*'  Stettin  were  conftrufted  under  the  conduct  of  cobnel 

i^  Walrawe,  but  directed  by  the  prince  of  Anhalt.    , 

**  The  king  created  a  corps  of  thirty  engineers, 
'^^  who  formed  themfelves  by  thefe  different  works : 
^^  he  filled  his  arfenal  with  trains  of  artillery  for  fiegcs 
^^  and  for  the  field  s  he  had  excellent  artillery  ofiicers; 
'^  and  the  cadets,  that  nurfery  of  officers,  repaired  all 
^'  the  loiTes  that  happened  in  his  army  by  death  s  and 
5^  this  plan  fucoeeded  the  better,  as  theie  young  men 
*^  left  the  military  ichool  with  all  the  knowledge  which 
^^  an  officer  ought  to  have  acquired. 

^  Such  was  the  progrefs  of  the  Pruffian  foldiery  till 
^*  the  death  of  the  late  king.  We  may  apply  to  this 
*^  body  what  Vegetius  faid  of  the  Romans :  their 
^'  difcipline  ijiadc  diem  triunpph  over  the"  artifice  of 

*^the 
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•U  the  Greeks,  the  ftrengtb  of  the  Germans,  the  fofty 
/*'  ftature  of  the  Gauls,  and  over  all  die  nations  of  the 
*•  earth." 

:  It  was  Frederick-William,  then,  who  laid  the  foun- 
jdarion  of  this  formidable  army,  which  performed  fuch 
prodigies  of  valotir  under  Frederick  11.  As  to  the 
Jformer,  they  were  only  an  obje6t  of  stmufement  and 
•parade.  Never  had  thcfe  troops  fcrved  but  in  detach- 
inents,  or  auxiliary  corps  j  and,  therefore,  the  diffi- 
xruky  lay  in  forming  them  into  one  machine,  and  in 
communicating  to  them  one  common  movement. 
.  Four  means  were  employed  by  Frederick  to  bring 
iiiis .  army  to  perfoftion ;  difcipline,  augmentatk>n> 
continual  exercife,  and  the  invention  of  a  new  tadtic.  ^ 

It  was  the  good  fortune  of  Frederick  to  difcoVcr, 
when  he  aicended  the  throne,  that  every  fudden  inno^ 
.ration  is  dangerous,  and  that  all  fuch  meafbres  fhould 
be.avoided^  unleis  neceffity  requires  them.  On  this 
.principle,  he  did  not  touch  the  conftitution  of  the  army, 
thus  paying  the  relpeft  he  merited  to  the  mcnwry  of 
^his  father.  All  the  changes  which  he  did  make,  were 
a  kind  of  ereftion  upon  the  foundations  laid  by  Fre- 
derick-William. He  augmented  the  army,  he  dou- 
bled the  artilkry  and  m^azines. 

The  fevereft  difcipline  was  always  obfcrvcd  among 
thefe  troops*  Though  he  had  an  averfion  to'  fhed 
blood,  and  fhuddered  as  often  as  he  was  obliged  to  lign 
a  fentence  of  death,  he  never  pardoned  afoldier  who 
.was  wanting  to  fubordination  s  and  the  (lighteft  gefture 
againft  the  ill  treatment  of  an  officer,  howevcir  unjuft> 
was  puniflied  inevitably  with  death,  (60)    . 

The 
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The  officer,  the  ncjij-cpipptuflion^cd  officer^  ^d 
fimi^e  fql4icr,  knoyr  e:f  a^ly  the  nature  of  their  dutf  « 
and  they  muft  fulfil  it  .^ith  the  ^p^  Ccrupulpys  precis 
fion,  A  r^rod  ^Qptf  f  (houlder  too  far  or  top  little 
advanced,  always  expofed  the  oiTending  ibldier  to  ^ 
few  ftrokes  of  a  cane*  Some  foreigners  are  of  opinion 
that  thefe  trifles  do  not  merit  fo  har|h  and  humiliating 
apuniihmenti  bu,t  ijCJntift  be  obferved  ihat^thepu* 
ni&ment  was  inflifted  lejls  on  the  fault  itfelf,  than  o^ 
the  wantof  exadneis,  which  might  infeni^ly  lead  tcf 
greater  difprders>  and  gradually  fap  the  foundations 
of  fubordination  ai^d  diicipUne-  A  daily  account  of 
every  thing  that  pai&d  in  each  regiment  was  regularly 
drawn  up,  and  underwent  the  king's  examination. 

Frederick  was  pcrfeftly  fenfible  of  the  fujl  ejffcft  of 
cenfure  and  comnxendations,  and  never  did  man  know 
better  how  to  difpcnfe  .the  one  and  the  other  i  I  do  not 
iay  always  with  juftice^  but  in  the  way  the  bed:  fuited 
to  his  own  intereft,  and  the  moft  apt  to  produce  a  ge* 
neral  impreffion  on  the  minds  of  the  whole  army» 
and  to  decive  the  moft  advantage  from  the  fervice^  oif 
each  officer^  in  confequence  of  the  knowledge  which 
he  poflefied  of  his  charaften  (6 1 ) 

We  have  fcen  what  was  the  army  of  Frederick's 
'  father :  at  his  deatli,  it  was  compofed^of  more  than 
200,000  men»  Thefe  augmentations  he  made  by  little 
and  little,  that  he  m^ht  condnue  to  form,  as  he  ere* 
ated  i  and  to  avoid  the  expences  arifing  from  too  fud« 
den  an  augoientation. 
I  The  Pruffian  army  is  divided  into  three  claffes,  tht 
field  r^imientsi  the  garrifon  regimencs,  and  the  free 
Vol.  IL  I  battalions. 
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battalions.  The  firft  clafs  compriied  all.the  rdgi- 
mcnts  of  infantry,  known  by  the  name  of  Feldregi^ 
moiety  or  regiments  who  take  the  field,  all  the  ciriraf- 
fiers,  dragoons,  huffars,  and  regiments  of  artillery^. 
The  fecond  is  compofed  of  what  are  Called  Garnifon- 
regimenter^  whofe  duty  it  is  to  guard  the  foftrcffes  and 
she  •  interior  parts  of  the  country.  Thefe  regiments, 
fometimes,  take  the  field;  and  are  employed  in  the  rear 
of  riie  army,  where  they  occupy  the  communications, 
and  the  pofts  which  fupport  them.  The  third  clafs, 
which  is  hot  numerous  in  time  of  peace,  is  that  of  the 
iFr^jp^^^f /^///^ J,  troops*  deftined  to  guard  theoutpofts, 
and  ufually  collefted  in  hafte  at  the  beginning  of  a 
^war:  In  general,  thefe  troops  are  ill  compofed^  and 
ferve  only  to  fwell  the  number. 

The  clafs  of  field  infanty  is  fubdivided  into  the  bat- 
talions of  guards,  the  infantry,  fufilecrs,  and  grena- 
diers. ■     •  ' 

The  garrifon  regiments  are  divided  into  infantry, 
fufileers,  and  artillery.  It  is  in  thefe  regiments  that 
all  the  foreign  recruits  are  placed  on  their  arrival>  and 
fupplies  are  drawn  from  them  to  tomplete  the  field 
army. 

The  garrifon  artillery  are  difttiblited  in  the  fortref- 
fes  J  befides  which,  there  is  a  corps  of  horfe  artillery 
in  garrifon  at  Potzdam,  in  which  the  officers  of  the 
garrifon  artillery  alternately  ferve  and  are  exercifed. 

The  arrangement  of  the  cantons,  or  diftrifts,  takes 
place  in  all  the  PruflSan  flatcs,  as  we  have  defcribed  it 
in  Silefia.     Befides  the  Beurlaubtetty  or  foldiers  fent 
back,  whom  we  have  ^oken  of,  the  captain  is  autho- 
rized 
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{-ized  to  diftribute^  amongit  thok  who  remain  wkH 
the  rcgloi^nt,  thirty  or  forty;  working  permiflions,  an^ 
ibmctimes  as  far  as  50  or  60.  The  captains  anfwei^^ 
ibr  thofe  who  go  to  work  out  of  the  town,  and  are  ob- 
liged to  fill  up  the  vacancies  if  they  defcrt.  Thefd 
'Worknaen  do  no  duty  i  they  are  only  obliged  to  ap- 
pear at  the  grand  exercifes^  at  the  church  parades,  ^nd 
at  roll-calling  every  night.  t)uring  the  two  months  ot 
the  grand  manoeuvres,  they  muft  be  prefent,  as  weU 
as  the  natives  of  the  country  fent  back  to  tlieir  villa-^ 
ges,  at  which  times  only  they  receive  their  pay.  -  For^. 
the  teri  rcnys^ning  months  of  the  year  the  pay  be- 
longs to  their  captain.  We  may  judge  from  hence  of 
the  facility  with  which  fuch  permiffions  ate  granted  3 
the  captain,  who  does  not  wilh  to  forfeit  his  perquifite^ 
charges  a  fubalterh  or  rion*commiflloned  officer  td 
find  him  wprkmeh.  This  commiffion  is  eafily  exe- 
cuted by  ciint  of  piinilhments  and  bad  treatment,  if 
he  can  fucceed  no  odier  way.  The  foldiers  under- 
iiand  perfedtly  the  meaning  of  this  procedure,  and  feek 
for  work.  If  they  perfift,  jiowever,  in  turning  a  deaf 
*ar  to  thcfe  faints^  the  fubaltern  freaks  oiit^  and  they 
are  plainly  tgld  they  mult  obey,  if  they  do  not  wifh  xd 
cxpofe  their  backs  to  the  canes  of  the  whole  c6n>^ 
pany* 

This  arrangement  has  its  advantage^  as  well  as  tliat; 
for  the  natives  who  return  home.  The  foldier  who 
works  in  the  garrifbns,  acquires  the  habit  of  adivity^ 
or  preferves  it^  if  already  cootrafled;  He  lives  more 
at  his  eafcj  and  is  the  better  enabled  to  fupport  hxi 
family^  when  married. 
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IthlsbeeA)illedgcd  thitthefuddtn  Md  ptibVepuni&« 
tfiencof  the  cane  producer  an  excellcfnt  ^ffedtondte  fol- 
diers.  I  fliatl  not  difpute  the  point,  but  it  muft  be 
admitted  that  many  of  the  Prulfian  oMcers  abufe  their 
power  in  tliis  refpeft  in  the  mdft  fhameftii  ittanner. 
The  heart  revolts  at  feeing  young  officers,  juft  let  out 
from  the  country  dwellings  of  their  parents,  (ahd, /i&//, 
ibmetimes,  after  fo  vulgar  an  education,  that  they  and 
their  father's  cattle  may  be  fald'  to  have  Kved  m  com- 
mon under  the  fame  roof,)  availing  thcmfclves  of  the 
very  iirft  moment  of  a  reputable  fituarion  m  the  wortdi 
publicly  to  inifliA  a  caning,  without  realbn^  and  fre- 
quently to  exercife  a  right  too  flattering  to  their  pride, 
on  veteran  ibldters  covered  with  wounds,  who  have 
Ihed  their  blood  for  the  ftate^  and  to  whom  the  nation 
is  indebted  for  a  fhare  of  its  fecurity  and  glory.  But 
the  man  of  humanity  is  doubly  fhocked,  when  he  ob- 
ferves  captains  thenrtfelves,  who  Ihould  have  acquired 
fentiments  of  decency  and  honour  from  their  experi- 
ence and  commerce  ^th  the  world,  debafe  thenifclves 
by  afting  the  part  of  executioners,  and,  with  an  in- 
flamed vifage  and  furious  eye,  giving  thirty  or  forty 
ftrokes  to  a  wretch  who  remains  imnioveable  under 
their  cane  in  the  middle  of  a  ftreet  or  pubJfc  place. 
It  is  far  from  my  intention  to  paint  in  odious  colours 
Che  Pruffian  officers,  many  of  whom,  in  other  rtfpefts, 
arepoflTefled  of  infinite  merit  and  much  honour;  but 
I  ftiould  be  happy  to  make  thofe  men  blufti  for  their 
tonduft  in  this  particular,  whom  paffion,  habit,  or 
example,  lead  to  excefles  which  fill  every  honcft  man  i 
with  indignation^  and  compel  him  to  withhold  from 

them 
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thcrtx  that  efteem  which  otherwife  they  fo  well  de- 
ferve.  •  / 

They  are  not  iofenfible  In  Pruffia  of  the  horror 
which  this  barbarous  treatment  ejccites  in  the  breaft  of 
foreigners,  and  the  want  of  recruits  has  fometimes 
tempted  the  government  to  declare  that  it  was  pror 
hiblted  under  the  fev^reft  penalties. 

Kot  many  years  have  elapfed  fince  a  pretended  Icf* 
ter  from  general  Moellendorf  to  the  officers  made  it? 
appearance  in  all  the  public  prints,  in  wliich  he  rcpre- 
fents  to  them,  in  the  moft  phjlofbphic  terms,  that  fol- 
diers  are  men  like  themfelves,  and  forbids  them  to  ill* 
treat  them  either  by  words  or  blows.  This  letter  wa$ 
univerfally  read  at  Berlin :  it  was  printed,  and  careT 
fully  tranflatcd  into  ^11  the  foreign  papers ;  yet  M..  dc 
Mce-lendorf  had  at  leafl:  no  public  concern  in  it,  noj;^ 
was  it  ever  communicated  to  the  officers. 

The  inftruftion  for  the  Pruflian  foldier  is  extremely 
fimple  and  methodical.  On  his  arrival  at  the  regi^ 
mcnt,,he  is  turned  over  to  a  non-commiffioned  officer 
of  his  company,  who  is  to  givfe  him  the  firft  leflbns. 
He  begins  by  teaching  him  to  march^  to  obferve  his 
equilibrium,  and  ftand  well  upon  his  centre,  to  handle 
his  arms  with  precifion,  and  load  and  fire  with  the 
greateft  quicknefs.  When  he  is  fufficiently  acquaiated 
with  this  exercife,  he  joins  the  platoon  of  the  recruits 
of  the  company. 

During  the  firft  part  of  his  inftru<9:ion,  he  is  every 
day  infpededby  one  of  the  officers^  who  carefully  ob- 
ierve  whether  the  rudiments  he  is  taught  are  good  and 
uniform.    The  Iquad  of  recruits  is  always  exercifed  by 

I  3  an 
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fOi  officer.  The  captain  every  day  vifits  the  reerultj 
of  his  cpmjpsuiy^  fd&fl:^  at. their inftruftion^  feleds  tholb 
ipvho  are  the  mpft  advanced  in  their  pxerciff ^  incor- 
porates tl^eni  into  the  platoons  of  the  company,  an4 
they  perform  their  ipancenyres  hencpfprwar4  ivith  the 
jbattalion. 

The  nipnths  of 'May  arid  JuSe  arc  appointed  /or 
the  grand  exerpifcs,  and  during  thefe  iwo  mopths  the 
ifbldiers  have  fcarcely  any  re^axatipn.  The  different 
parts  of  the  inftrudtion  arc  dfftributed  among  the  ofii- 
cprs  of  the  company.  Thefe  parties  afterwards  join 
on  ibrming  the  battalion,  and  execute  on  a  great 
jTcale  what  they  have  been  pradtifing  upon  onp  much 
iefs  extended. 

The  (bldier  is  paid  every  five  days.  On  the  firft  of 
the  month  the  captaia  recc;ives  the  pay  of  the  com-? 
pany,  and  diftributes  it  hirpfelf  to  the  foldiers. 

Each  company  is  copfipofedpf  2po  nien,  ^d  comr 
•rnanded  by  a  captain,  two  lieutenants,  two  fub-lieu- 
tenant?,  two  cnfigns,  and  eight  pacers  qf  equal  ranjf. 
The  firft  of  the^  fubalterns  muft  be  a  gentleman  by 
birth ;  he  carries  thp  colours  of  the  pompany,  and  be- 
comes, in  hi§  turn,  ^n  officer  of  the  regijjient,  He  i$ 
failed  FabnjunUr  (cadet  pf  the  colours). 

The  cavalry,  fuch  a^  it  now  is  in  Pruffia,  was  en- 
•  tirely  inftituted  by  Frederic!^;  It  is  divided  into 
body  guards,  guard§,  carabineers,  cuir^ffiers,  dragoons^ 
huifars,  and  bofniacs.  The  fquadron§  all  pqnfift  of 
^09  men.  '  In  phc  <pace  pf  fpur  pr  five  days  ^l^c  whole 
•^my  may  be  coUedted, 

}t  was  by  continual  pn^oeuvrei  and  e^fcrclfes  that 

I'rpdcrick 
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TiJcderick  fuccecdcd- in  always  keeping  the  foldier.in 
die  bcft  ttrainihg.    .  The  garrifon  tpwns  are  real  c^wpV? 
where  the  troops  at^  copibmtljr  exerciGi^;  and  the. 
ficki  cxercifes  form  fo  many  real  fields  of  ^attl^,  ia 
ivhich  the  Pruffian  armies,  divided  jfltp  enemy's  par-^ 
ties,  place  themfelvesjn  aUp6iGble:ri}jUations,  and^ 
ftudy,  arms  in  hand,  every  refource  of  art,  to  jconqiier, 
or,  atleaft,  not  to  be  defeated.    Froderici? wajs-tl^ 
foul  of  all  th^ffe  exercifes,  and  his  inde&tigaj;>le  a^i* 
vity'occafioned  him  to  be  prefent  in  ftvery  paft  o{  hi» 
army.    At  Potzdam  he  exercifcd,  in  perfon,  his  body 
guards,  and  never  fuflfered  a  day  to  efcape  him,  except 
when  he  was  ill,  without  appearing  on  the  parade^ 
As  fdon  as  the  r6ads  became  paiTable  in  fpring^  he   , 
iiew  from  province  to  province,  reviewing  his  who^ie 
army,  obferving  their  various  progrefs,  punilbing  ncgg. 
lefit,  redrefling  grievances,  and,  by  reproaches  or  cony 
mendations    opportunely  diftributed,    inflaming  or 
awakening  th6  military  zeal,  thus  calling  forth  frefh 
efforts,  and  giving  rife*. to  frefti  fucceffes.    Thefe  ex- 
peditions and  reviews  lafted  the  whole  fun^fper.    It 
was  on  thefe  occafions  that  this  indefati^ble  prince, 
even  to  the  laft  year  of  his  life,  loaded  with  infirmities, 
after  travelling  upwards  of  twoJwmdred  leagues,,  aj- 
.  peared  before  funrife  at  the.  head  of  his  ifquadropp, 
pafled  one  half  of  the  day  in  examining  them,  or  cqi^i- 
,  mandingthe  manoeuvres,  and  retunned,  ^o>nei;ed  with 

•  duft,  and  expoied  to  heat,  to  converfe  with  hjs  geisf - 

•  rals  or  men-pf  ktters,-  and  tO:dediCTt|5,Jbis.evenings{^o 
the>detailsof  adminiftratipn,  or  contverfations  on  li^« 
ratureandphilgfophy.      .1   -  .  4x\    ,.;  ,. 

I  4  The 


The  autumn  was  eQ>eciaily  fct  apart  for  tte  ma- 
noeuvres of  Pdtzdam  j  it  was  there  that  Frederick 
.effayed  thbfe  (ktlful  marches^  thofe  combined  evo^ 
lutions,  thofe  able  fiftidous  maneeuvre^,  which  confti^ 
tute  his  glory,  and  arc  ftill  the  objed  of  the  envy  and 
icfpair  of  all  hSs  neighbours,  Thcfc  manceuvrcs 
^werc  as  ferioufly  performed  as  in  die  field  of  battle* 
A  reprefentaci<M>  was  ufually  given  in  them  of  fome 
bkttte  loft  or  gained  by  Frederick.  He  exaimned, 
.knd  made  ill  his  officers  reDriark,  where  he  might  have 
abne  better,  and  by  learning  to  avoid,  or  to  repair  the 
faults  by  which  he  had  fu8fered>  he  e:«ercifed  himfelf  to 
become  invirtcible. 

'  At  firft  the  king;  admitted  no  foreigners  at  his  re* 

Views ;  he  afterwards  permitted  a  few  to  be  fpedators, 

IWt  it  was  ncccflary  to  write  to  hi?n,  to  obtain  that 

•jiermifiion :  at  the  end  of  his  reign,  ev^ry  officer  of 

Tffiftlhdion  enjoyed  this  liberty  on  demanding  it. 

'    Frederick  formed  his  infisintry  in  three  ranks,  and 

"jbreferred  making  them  fight  with  ftfe*  arms.  (6  a) 

-^  Tv  attack  the  enemy  wtbmt  the  ad'oanttfge  offircy* 

«1ic  obferved,  <«  is  fighting  againft  arfHs  with  fiieks** 

ft^  pfctended  that  policy,  tfnd  the  fear  of  lofing  Iris 

'  feldfer^,  made  him  adopt  this  principle.    An  infantry 

e6mp6(ed  in  g^eat  meafure  of  foreigners  coHefted 

fegether  from  a  variety  of  diflfef ent  quarters,  could 

'  neither  be  amifttated  by  (he  love  of  the  country  nor  of 

the  fovereign.    Forc^  and  difcipline  alone  could  make 

them  fight,  and  Ibldiers  are  always  ready 'to  feize  the 

iftrft  t)pp6rtunity  6f  dfeferting  and  going  over  to  the 

enemy.    Frederick  was  not  ignorant  pf  the  advantage 

of 
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of  ck^gmg  with  cold  iron^  but  fac  dreaded  the  coa« 
fequences  which  I  have  mentioned.  Yet>  occafions 
ard(e><  during  which  he  did  apt  allow  his  troops  to  fire^ 
but  made  the  infantry  advance  iatrqudly,  and  in  order^, 
to  the  enemy.  (63) 

The  Pruffian  infantry  march  wonderfully  well,  the 
ibldier  exhibiting  nothing  of  a  (ti9^  or  llraitened  air^ 
and  aknoft  conftantly  preferying  filence,  without  lland^ 
ing  hi  nktd  of  the  cadence  of  mufical  inflrumentsi  yec 
are  his  fteps  not  left  in  time,  or  lefs  exactly  meafured^ 
than  if  the  dram  were  beating. 

Thie  king's  favourite  manoeuvres  were  the  change 
of  froclt»  the  bafis  of  which  is  always  the  oblique  order^ 
a^d  the  devdopement  of  the  columns  on  the  right  or 
left.  By  means  of  this  develc^ment^  he  broi^ht  hisr 
forces  to  bear  on  the  poinit  he  wifhed,  k<pt  the  weak 
patt  of  his  anny  fhdtered  from  the  heat  of  the  battle^ 
and  ffeU  &iddenly  oh  the  feebkft  quarter  of  his  adver^ 
iary. 

Butj  his  greatefl:  advantage  and  fu^erioricy  lay  m 
iiis  falfe  manoeuvres^  the  art  of  which,  he  pofleiied  far 
beyond  any  preceding  or  contemporary  general.  The 
gfeat<eft  fecrecy  w^  always  oblerved  refpeding  the 
plan  of  die  jpgagement.  Noperfon  was  acquainted 
with  the  resTpoint  to  which  the  attack  was  dir^Gtedp 
but  hin^elf  and  a  few  adjutants.  AU  the  reft  obeyed 
inechanically>  without  carrying  their  ideas  beyond  the 
word  of  command^  add  without  attempting  to^tivine 
the  motive  of  the  maneeuvres. 

The  oblique  order,  which  Frederick  bofpowed  front 
the  ancieot3>  has  beea  adopted  by  this^priiop:  to  mp- 

derii 
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dern  taftics.  It  confifts,  as  we  have  alrt'ady^fiiM,  ii» 
the  rapid  devclopcmcnt  oforie'of  the  wiivgs  of  the  at- 
tacking army  on  the  enemy's' wing  intended  to  be 
borne  down,  whilft  the  other  is  .^ept  under  fhelter. 
This  manoeuvre,  which  is  extremely  difficult,  requires 
well-difciplitied  troops,  the  moft  fcrupulousexadtitude, 
united  with  a  quick  and  accurately  marking  eye  on  the 
partof  the  generals  at  the  head  of  columns,  and  the 
greatcft  precifion  on  that  of  .the  <?fficers  who  lead  the 
divifions.  It  is  this  manoeuvre,  the  fuccefs  of  which 
was  due  to  the  indefatigable  pains  he  tqok  in  the  exer- 
cifes  during  peace,  that  gained  him  the  battles  of  Lit 
fa,  Hohen-Friedberg,  and  Rolbachj  it  was  this  ma- 
noeuvre thaf  decided  the  day  at  Freyberg,  and  covered 
prince  Henry  with  glory.  By  thefe  means,  Frederick 
Sometimes  got  the  ftart  of  the  enemy  by  hours  in  their 
manoeuvres,  kept  them  in  continual  alarms  for  fheir 
whole  front,  and  particularly  for  the  fide  on  which  he 
never  intended  making  the  attack;  then  throwing 
open  at  once  one  of  his  wings  on  the  oppofite  fide,  he 
overthrew  one  wing  of  the  enemy  at  the  very  moment 
they  were  endeavouring  to  penetrate  his  defigns,  or 
to  guard  againft  his  falfe  attacks.  He  then  paffed 
^ucceflively  to  their  army,  into  which  thj^urprife  had 
•generally  difFufed  difmay,  difordcr,  andconfufion. 

The  order  of  battle  of  the  Pruffian  cavalry  is  in 
three  ranks.  Frederick  contended  that  all  cavalry 
(hould  be  ranged  in  that  order.  He  made  them 
charge;  in  two,  and  when  it  happened  that  a  fquadron 
^goi;ig  to  the  charge  opened  out,  became  feparated,or 
was  obliged  *to  lengthen  its  fronts  not  to  be  taken  itn 
'  flank, 
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flarik,  he  found  in  the  third  rank  a  refburcc  for  filling 
up  the  vacancies,  or  for  lengthening  the  front  on  the 
right  or  left. 

He  allowed  no  interval  between  the  fquadrons  of  the 
firftline  j  but  thought  that  to  leave  fpaces  between 
thefe  fquadrons  was  only  multiplying  flanks,  without 
procuring  any  advantage.  If  he  fometimes  admitted 
diftarrces  of  fix  or  feven  feet,  It  was  only  when  abfo- 
iutely  neceflTary,  and  under  peculiar  circumftances.    * 

The  fquadrons  of  the  fecohd  line  had,  in  general^ 
intervals  equal  to  their  front^  yet  fometimes  exceeded 
it.  According  to  ^is  idea,  the  principal  attention  of  a 
fecbnd  line  was  to  watch  over  the  flank  of  the  firft*'; 
and  when,  in  advancing,  the  ground  opened  out,  he 
filled  it  from  this  fecond  line,  by  gradually  pufliing 
forward  his  fquadrons  on  the  flank  of  the  firft* 

The  officers  were  always  out  of  the  rank:  Fredc^- 
rick  rcfolved  that  they  (hould  not  content  themfelves 
with  the  duty  of  fimple  cavafiers,  but  animate  the 
troops  by  their  example,  be  always  at  hand  to  fl:op 
and  reflrain  them  ^fter  a  charge,  and  manoeuvre  theni 
according  to  circumftances,  whether  by  leading  them 
to  attack  the  flanks  or  rear  of  the  enemy's  infantr)',  or 
by  detaching  after  the  fogirives,  and  rcftoring  order 
amongft  the  remainder,  to  charge  a  ffecond  line,  or 
jdifperfe  others  who  might  be  attempting  to  rally. 

The  Prufllan  cavalry  always  charge  on  the  fiill  gal- 
lop. '  This  method  pf  charging  (obferved  the  king) 
makes  the  enemy,  if  not  habituated  to  charging  in  the 
fame  manner,  give  way,  even  before  you  reach  their 
rapks.    And,  in  fa6t,  a  line  of  cavalry  fo  deteripined 

has 
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has  Something  formidable  in  its  appe^i^nce;  the  hoiv 
ibs  on  which  they  are  ready  to  pwr,  if  unaccuftomed 
to  this  fpedtacle,  are  afraid  and  wheel  about.     Thus, 
alfb,  arc'  cowards  hindered- from  flying  or  remaining 
J^hinds   they  are  hurried  on.  by  their  horfes,  and  the 
fear  of  being  thrown  down,  and  crufhed  under  the  hor- 
jles  feety  prevents  them  from  ftof^ing  a  (ingle  inftant* 
..^  The  Pruffian  cavalry  always  perform  their  manoeu- 
vres^ with  the  greateft  dexterity,  :fw<^d  in  hand>  and 
frequently  on  the  full  gaHop/ .  Frederick  found  <hc 
pQ9(ans  of  giving  his  cavalry  a  rapidity  in  their  move- 
/(nents  unknown  to  all  other  nations.     Thefe  manoeu- 
vres were  esectated  with  fo  much  impetuofity,  that 
ibw  of  them  took  place  without  the  lofs  of  fomchorfes, 
and  indeed  of  horfemen,  trodden  under  foot. 

It  was  by  profiting  by  the  faults  of  his  cavalry^  and 
Jbgp  d^t  of  obfervation,  thatprederick  became,  enabled 
to  render  the  operations  of  this  corps  fo  very  perfeft. 
Xn  the  two  firft  wars  of  Silefia,  he  perceived  the  little 
^ScSt  of  the  fire  of  his  cavalry,  who,  with  more  teme- 
jity  than  cool  and  well-direfted  courage,  were  almoft 
^perpetually  engaged  in  difcharging  their  piftols.    Im- 
^diatdy  after  the  peace,  by  his  orders,  the  figures  of 
jxien  of  flriwr  were  expofed  to  them,  and,  ag^inft  thefe^ 
J>ut,  conftandy,  without  hitting  their  mark,  they  fired 
riieir  piftols.    After  thus  making  them  feel  the  inu- 
tility of  fuch  a  difcharge^  he  exercifed  them  in  falling 
/0»-thefe  figures  fword  in  hand.     The  foldier,  whom 
Jiis  fovereigndid  not  difdain  enlightening^  quitted  with 
.|)leafiire  his  ancient  method,  efpecially  when  he  be- 
fCame  convinced  ojfihe  good,  effefts  of  fide  arms. 

f   .  Frederick 
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I'redcrick  was  not  Icfs  attentive  in  forming  the  ojSS-* 
Cers  of  the  cavalry,  than  in  correftly  difciplining  t!te 
private  foldier.  The  fciencc  of  iTcirmifhing  is,  m  the 
idea  of  this' prince,  as  cflential  to  a  cavalry  officer^  as 
that  of  engineering  is  to  ah  officer  of  infantry.  It  is 
by  the  ftudy  and  exerdfe  of  this  fcience  that  they  leira 
fo  know  countries,  to  become  acquainted  with  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  ground,  to  judge  of  the  difpofitioM  , 
and  movementsof  the  enenr>y's  troops,  and  to  form  a 
juft  eye  for  obfervation.  !t  is  this  fbiehce  which  fornrai 
the  beft  generals.  Frederick,  convinced  of  this  tiuth, 
ufed  to  femi  the  young  officers  of  cavalry,  in  whom  hd 
difcovered  aftivity  and  intelligence,  to  ferve  for  feme 
time  in  the  htrflar  regiments.  Thefe  regiments 
formed  a  fchool  for  (kirmifliing.  Several  of  thert^  are 
quartered  in  the  towns  and  villages  of  Silefia,  where 
they  remain,  conftantly,  on  the  watch,  as  if  the  enemy 
were  always  at  hand  and  re^  to  lurprifc  them.  As 
foon  as  the  harveft'  was  over,  and  tfe  lands  cleared^ 
they  took  the  field  and  made  war  againft  each  odier. 
They  occafioned  alarms,  night  and  day,  laid  am- 
bufcades,  tried  to  cut  ofF  convoys^  &c.  In  every 
company  there  are  twenty  huflars  who  know  how  to 
read  and  write,  and  are  called  patrollers.  Out  of  ttsis 
number,  the  captain,  felefting  feveral,  ordered  tliem 
fo  reconnoitre  a  village,  examine  the  nature  and  cot»rfe 
of  a  rivulet,  beat  the  woods,  &g»  and  to  bipt  were  they 
obliged,  on  their  return,  to  communicate  their  difco* 
vcries  and  remarks. 

During  the  feven  years  war,  the  king  of  Pruflia  kept 
on  foot  TOO  fquadrons  of  hufTars,  of  159  men  each. 

The 
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The  exercifes  and  manoeuvres  h^ve  formed  them  mfc^ 
the  belt  huflars  in  Europe.  They  are  almoft  all 
mounted  on  Polifli  horfes^  and  have  the  advantage  or 
being  able  to  charge  in  a  line^  as  they  actuary  did>  as 
well  as  upon  other  occafionsj  at  the  battle  of  Hohen-^. 
Fricdberg,  where  the  regiment  of  Natzmer  changed 
in  a  fquadron  the  Saxon  carabineers,  overthrew  themj 
and  carried  off  their  kettle-drums. 

Let  us  now  endeavour  to  give  the  reader  fome  ide^ 
of  the  manoeuvres  of  the  Pruffian  cavalry* 

This  cavalry  ufually  marches  by  half  companies, 
or  quarters  of  a  Iquadron.  They  generally  have  pn 
the  right  and  left  of  the  columns  a  number  of  hprfe* 
men,  at  the  diftance  of  about  mufket-fliot,  marching 
one  by  one,  or  in  fmall  platoons,  with  uplifted  carbines^ 
Thefe  cavaliers  marching  forward,  and  ftill  keeping  in 
a  line  with  the  bead  of  the  column,  approach  the  hol- 
low ways,  woods,  hedges,  &c.  and  on  the  firfl.  fignal 
of  the  trumpet  rejoin  their  troops  ^lU-ipeed. 

They  obfervc  their  diftances  in  marching  with  the 
moft  fcrupulous  exaftnefs.  If  the  difEeulties  occa- 
fioned  by  the  nature  of  the  ground  fometioies  produce 
irregularities,  this  inconvenience  is  foon  reitiedied  by 
the  attention  of  the  officers,  and  there  is  fcarcely  time 
to  perceive  them. 

The  cavahy  marching  iri  the  order  above  men- 
tioned, after  recalling  the  platoons  detached  on  eaqh 
flank,  form  in  order  of  battU-  by  two  different  me7 
thods  i  the  one  extremely  fimplci  to  face  their  left 
£ank  by  a  quarter  wheel  or  converfion  to  the  left  of 
each'divifion,  the  other  to  form  a  front  on  the  fide  on 
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Which  they  were  marching.  This  fccond  inethbd  i» 
rather  remarkabk,  and  merits  explanation.  On  the 
firft  fignal)  or  word  of  command^  the  column  conti- 
nuing to  marth,  each  fquadik)nforms^  the  firft  divifion 
bearing  on  the  right  and  getting  into  a  trot  j  the  fe- 
cond  advancing  before  k^  or  even  inclining  a  little  to 
tlie  right  i  the  two  latter  bearing  on  the  left,  and  all 
the  three  fetting  off  in  a  gallop  to  form  on  the  left  of 
the  firft  divifion.  As  loon  as  they  are  arrived  there, 
the  commander  of  the  Iquadron  cries  out,  **  HaU!  form 
^«  a  line  /"  This  beii^  executed  in  an  inftant,  the  fqua- 
dron  continues  its  march.  This  manoeuvre  fhould  be 
icen,  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  the  fpeftator  a  juft  idea 
of  the  rapidity  and  precifion  with  which  it  is  per- 
formed. 

The  fquadrons  thus  formed,  the  ofiicer  at  the  head 
of  the  column,  at  the  command  of  the  general,  orders 
«them  to  halt,  and  they  mlkrately  clofe  their  files, 
leaving  between  them  only  an  interval  of  five  or  fix 
paces.  It  is  from  this  difpofition  that  the  develope- 
ment  and  forming  of  the  line  takes  place.  That  I 
may  be  better  underftood,  I  (hall  fijppofe  a  column  of 
twenty  five  fquadrons  difpofed  in  the  manner  which:  I 
have  defcribed.  In  this  cafe,  at  the  word  of  command 
to  open  out  the  column,  the  thirteenth  iquadron  not 
ftirring>  the  firft  twelve  turn  their  horfes  heads  to  the 
right,  and  march  by  their  right  flank:  the  laft 
.  twelve  &ce  in  the  fame  manner  to  the  left,  and  nrarch 
by  their  left  flank.  As  foon  as  the*  right  file  of  the 
-twelfth  fijuadron,  arid  the  kft  file  of  the  fourteenth, 
have  gained  the  flanks  at  the  diftance  of  the  front  of 
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dieir'iq%iadron>  they  ftopj  and  fuM  ahott^  the  otliflr 
files  doing  the  fame ;  and  a&  ibon  as  the  fi|ki^iQRt 
are  fbrfned>  tliey  march  forward^  getting  into  a  \m 
with  the  diirteenth  fi^uadron,  which,  iu  foon  lu  it  i| 
unmaflcedi  advances  hkemff  at  a  flow  pace*  AU  thf 
other  iquadrons  fuccefflvdypeiformii^  the  fame  mat 
Aoeuvre,  the  line  is  completely  formed  without  intert 
trals,  and  advances  together*  It  is  in  a  trot  idiat  the 
Iquadrons  move  to  right  and  left  on  the  flanks.  It  is 
evident  that  the  precision  of  this  manceuvre  dependf 
on  the  exa6Htude  and  quicknefs  of  the  eye  of  the  offi- 
cers commanding  iquadrons,  in  ftc^ping  the  right  of 
left  file.  The  Pruflian  officm  are  Co  perfectly  habi* 
tuated  to  it,  that  not  more  than  four  minutes  are  re^ 
quifite  to  form  thirty-five  iquadrons  in  this  manner^ 
in  two  lines,  the  one  of  twenty-iive,  the  other  pften, 
'without  the  fmaileil  diibi|^« 

The  line  thus  formaPwit^  the  utrpoft  regularitfi 
and  halting,  the  Ipare  horfes  of  the  army  are  ient  out 
of  the  iquadrons.  It  is  uilial  to  place  them  forward  in 
One  rank,  to  repreient  an  enemy's  line. 

.  The  PruiTianqavalry. execute  three^fons  of  charges.; 
the  one  itraight  forward,  without  turning  iio  the  right 
or  left  I  the  other,  by  throwkig  tbemfelves  ontbe  right, 
to  ovcr-reaoh  the  left  of  the  enemy's  line,  by  pne  or 
two  iquadrbns ;  the  third,  by  advancing  in.  li]^c  man* 
ner  on  the  Idt,  to  get  round  tbiir  Fight  flailk. 

Ail  thefe  charges  are  ^esxecuted  on  the  full  .gaUopi 
during  the  length  <^  fix  or  feven  hundred  yatds.  iVt 
the  word  halt!  the  whole  body^ftaods  Aill)  and  after* 
wards  forms  the  line. 

The 
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The  king  fbmetimes  made  choice  of  very  difficult 
ground  for  thcfe  manoeuvres,  on  which  were  high  fur- 
rows, holes,  bulbes,  &c. 

After  a  charge,  when  it  is  thought  proper  to  bring 
back  the  cavalry  to  the  fame  ground  which  they  had 
before  occupied,  they  perform  the  half  circuit  to  the 
right  by  fours.  Frederick  preferred  this,  as  the  moft 
fimple  method. 

The  following  manoeuvre  appears  to  4iave  for  its 
objeft,  to  rufli  with  impetuofity  on  the  expofed  flank 
of  the  enemy,  without  giving  them  time  to  prepare 
againftit. 

The  line,  being  broken  to  the  right  and  left  by 
quarter  fquadrons,  fets  out  immediately  on  a  trot ;  the 
divifion  which  forms  the  head  of  the  column  then 
turns  to  the  right  or  left,  direfting  its  march  towards  a 
given  point  of  view,  and  is  foH6wed  by  all  the  other 
divifions :  when  the  lail  has  turned  the  pivot,  and 
paffed  it  as  far  as  is  thought  neccflary,  the  line  forms, 
and  inftantly  charges  in  a  gallop.  Every  thing  is 
fimple  in  this  manoeuvre,  but  it  is  impoffible  not  to 
admire  the  vivacity  with  which  it  is  executed  by  the 
Pruffian  cavalry. 

This  cavalry  praftife  another  peculiar  manoeuvre 
for  a  line  of  infantry.  To  execute  it,  the  king  ufually 
took  five  or  fix  iquadrons,  which  he  difpofed  in  a  co- 
lumn by  half  fquadrons.  A  line  is  traced  out  by 
ftakes  which  reprefcnts  the  infantry.  The  cavalry 
column  marcH  direftly  up  to  the  line,  and  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  r5o  paces  fct  off  in  a  gallop.  The  firft 
troop,  fometimes  followed  by  the  fccond,  pafs  beyond 
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the  line,  loo  or  ijo  paces  before  they  halt.  The 
following  troop  turn  to  the  left  of  this  Koei  and  pa&  it 
as  far  as  it  extends.  The  next  troop  turn  to  the  right 
and  imitate  the  preceding  troop.  Thefe  two  troops 
are  followed  by  the  others  who  turn  alternsuiely  to 
right  and  left  along  the  lins^  until  they  are  ordered  to 
halt. 

There  is  another  manoeuvre  relative  to  the  conduA 
to  be  purfucd  by  a  line  of  cavalry  after  overthrowing 
that  of  the  enemy.  The  line  halting,  after  havbg 
made  the  charge^  fome  troops  are  detached  from  it  in 
a  trot,  who  fcattcr  themfelves  along  the  front,  fire  their 
piftols,  and  appear  to  be  following  the  fugitives.  At 
the  iignal  given  them  by  a  trumpet,  all  thefe  troops 
rally  with  the  greatcft  celerity,  oppofite  to  the  intervals 
they  had  occafioned  by  quitting  the  line,  which  now 
marches  forward,  ar^d  rejoins  them,  to  make  a  fecond 
charge. 

On  beholding  all  thefe  manoeuvres  we  are  loft  in 
afloailhment  and  admiration,  and  can  fcarccly  believe 
it  poflible  for  human  art  to  carry  activity,  order,  and 
precifion,  to  a  higher  point  of  perfection. 

Such  are  the  prodigious  effefts  to  be  produced  by 
continual  cxercifes,  performed  under  the  eye  of  an  in- 
defatigable fovereign,  whofe  ^Idiers  were  witneffcs  to 
his  fuperior  knowledge.  Merit,  titles,  fcrvices,  feni- 
ority,  with  him,  were  no  apologies  for  ignorance  or 
negligence  in  any  branch  whatever.  The  exercife 
muft  not  only  be  general,  but  executed  in  the  moft  pcr- 
feft  manner.  The  dragoon  regiment  of  Bareiih, 
which  gained  immortal  glory  at  the  battle  of  Hohcn- 
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Fricdberg,  where  they  took  67  colours  from  the  ene- 
my, and  made  upwards  of  2000  prifoners,  appeared 
one  day  at  the  camp  fomcthing  worfe  exercifcd  than 
the  others.  The  king  manifcfted  his  difcontent,  and 
ordered  them  to  continue  their  exercifes  for  three 
months.  At  the  camp  of  Magdebourg,  another  regi- 
ment in  the  fame  fituation  received  the  fame  order  ; 
and  Frederick  mortified  them  fo  far  as  to  give  them 
the  major  of  another  regiment  to  exercife  them,  and 
bring  them  to  the  point  of  perfedtion  at  which  he 
aimed.  Not  a  review  or  a  manoeuvre  paffed  withoiJt 
fome  order  of  this  nati^re  from  Frederick. 


K  a  SEVENTH 


132  LIFE         e     F 


SEVENTH     PERIOD. 

THE  PARTITION  OF  POLAND.  THE  WAR  OF  THE  BA- 
VARIAN SUCCESSION.  THE  GERMANIC  CONFEDE- 
RATION. 

1771—1785. 


FREDERICK  II.  appeared  to  have  fatisfied  his 
ambition,  with  relped  to  conquefts,  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  feven  years  war.  Mailer  of  a  confide- 
rable  province,  forming  one  of  the  moft  valuable  parts 
of  his  dominions,  dreaded  by  his  neighbours,  co- 
vered with  the  laurels  of  glory,  his  whole  attention  was 
bent  to  preferve  the  fruit  of  his  viftories;  nor  was  he 
inclined  to  rifk,  in  a  new  war,  that  fame  which  he  had 
purchafed  by  fuch  a  multitude  of  exertions.  He  feemed 
to  have  no  other  wilh  but  to  live  in  peace,  and  if  he 
was  eventually  obliged  to  take  up  arms,  it  was  no  lon- 
ger as  a  conqueror,  but  to  acquire  a  new  fpecies  of 
glory,  in  ftepping  forth  the  protestor  and  defender  of 
the  Germanic  conftitution. 

In  1772,  Frederick  difcovered  a  frcfli  opportunity 
of  adding  to  his  ftates^  without  Ihedding  blood ;  and 
he  embraced  it,  if  not  as  a  philofopher,  at  lead  as  an 
able  politician. 

Poland,  proud  of  the  right  of  elefting  her  fbve- 

rcigns;  and  whofe  fate  it  fo  often  is  to  take  fuch  as  are 
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given  her  by  her  neighbours}  Poland,  exhaufted  by 
diflentions,  and  torn  to  pieces  by  internal  faftions,' 
ofFered  an  cafy  prey  to  the  avidity  ofthofe  neigh- 
bours. The  eniprefs  ofRuflia,  whilft  employed  in 
appeafing  the  troubles  of  this  unhappy  kingdom,  de— 
termined  to  pay  herfelf  for  her  good  offices,  by  de- 
ipoiling  the  republic  (he  was  protefting  of  Ibmc  pro-; 
vinces  which  fuited  her  convenience.  The  Poles  werc; 
unable  .tp  defend  themfelves;  Maria-Therefa  and 
Fr£4e;;iclc  alqne  were  able  to  fupport  them.  Cathe- 
rine II.  formed  a  treaty  -with  thefe  courts,  by  which 
it  was  agrjeed  that  each  of  them  ihould  pretend  rights^ 
and  put  in  claims  to  certain  provinces,  and  that  the 
partition  fhould  be  mfuie  in  conqert.  This  treaty 
concluded,  the  three  powers  unveiled  their  projefts, 
r^fpcftiyely  publiflied  the  pretenfions  which  they  ;al- 
ledged  againft  Poland,(64)  and  took  pofleflion  of  what 
they  choiS^.  Frederick  got  Elbing  and  all  Poliih 
Pruflia,  except  the  cities  of  Thorn  aad  Dantzick* 

The  Polifh  minifters  made  reprefentations,  (65) 
and  they  were  juft ;  but  what  avail  reprefentations  the 
moft  juft,  when  not  feconded  by  force,  againft  three 
combined  powers  able  to  carry  all  before  them,  ?  Fre- 
derick paid  no  attention  to  them ;  he  made  all  Polifh 
Fruftia  pafs  under  his  domination,  and  ftatipned  hi$ . 
troops  at  the  very  gates  of  Thorn  and  Dantzick; 
he  repaired  and  widened  thoji^ighways  of  the  pro- 
vince, ordered  bridges  to  be  built  over  the  rivulets  and 
rivers,  and  his  coat  of  arms  to  be  every  where  affixed. 

Ruffia  took  for  the  fcparation  pf  her  limits  the  river . 
Wella,  from  its  fource  to  thp  place  where  itdifchargps 
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itfelf  into  the  NicrAen,  and  froni  the  hcAd  6f  the  river 
Benefina  to  R2cczjrca>  where  it  faDs  into  the  Dnie- 
per. 

Pruffia  appropriiited  tb  herlelf  Polifli  Pruflia,  and 
the  part  of  Great  Poland  fituated  beyond  the  Netze* 

Thfehonfeof  Aiiftria  took  poffeflion  of  all  the  left 
bank  of  the  Viftula,  from  the  fait  mines  to  the  fpdt 
^hef'c  the  Wiroz  falls  into  that  river,  at  fourteen 
6ennan  miles  from  Warfaw,  with  all  the  palatinate 
of  Belz.  Red  Ruffia,  and  the  greateft  part  of  Wofiii- 
Aia  as  far  as  Rue%. 

Thcfe  portions,  very  unequal  iti  themfelvcs,  were 
fixed  upon  in  conformity  to  the  pretenfiofts  erf*  each 
^wer,  and  the  fetret  creaties  into  whith  they  had 
entered. 

Pt-urna  poflTeflfed  96b  fquare  le^es^  AiAria  2700, 
kfik  Rljffia  3440.  The  latter  terrttoiry,  however^ 
thdu^  very  extenfive,  was  of  lefs  importance  dtan 
thofe  of  the  two  other  powers* 

T^hefe  invafions  gave  rife  to  hiftorical  refearches, 
specially  with  relpeft  to  the  titles  fet  forth  by  the 
king  of  Pruffia  in  his  manifefto.  Their  want  of  foun- 
dation was  evidently  pointed  out;  but  Frederick,  who 
tared  no  more  for  manifeftoes  than  for  thofe  who 
inade  them,  let  the  civilians  talk,  and  kept  his  new 
ftcquifition.  (66) 

The  fenatorial  aflfertWy  of  Poland,  and  a  new  coun- 
cil of  the  (enate,  determined  to  lay  before  the  powers, 
guarantees  of  the  treaties  df  Oliva,  Wielau,  and  Car* 
Idwitz,  thisdifmemberrtientofthe  kingdom,  andpar- 
*icii^krly  to  i*mind  the  threeco-partitioning  powers  of 
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itfelf  into  the  NierAen,  and  from  the  hcAd  6f  the  river 
Benefina  to  Rzccz^ca^  where  it  falls  into  the  Dnie- 
per. 

Pruffia  appropriated  to  herlelf  Polifli  Pruffia,  and 
the  part  of  Great  Poland  fituated  beyond  the  Netze. 

Thfehonfeof  Atfftriatook  poffeflion  of  all  the  left 
bank  of  the  Viftula,  from  the  fait  mines  to  the  fpot 
^hei^c  the  Wiroz  falls  into  that  river,  at  fourteen 
penman  miles  from  Warfaw,  with  all  the  palatinate 
of  Belz,  Red  Ruffia,  and  the  greateft  part  of  Wolhi- 
Aia  as  far  as  Rue%. 

Thcfe  portions,  very  unequal  iti  thttrtfelvcs,  were 
fixed  upon  in  conformity  to  the  pretenfions  of  each 
^ower,  and  the  fetret  treaties  into  whith  they  had 
entered. 

Pi-dfria  poflTeflfed  965  fquare  leagues,  Ai^ria  27oo> 
ifj4  Rbflia  3440.  The  latter  lerritoiry,  however^ 
thdug^i  very  extenfive^  was  of  lefs  importance  than 
thofe  of  the  two  other  powers* 

T'hefe  invafions  gave  rife  to  hiftorical  refearches, 
fcfpecially  with  relpeft  to  the  titles  fet  forth  by  the 
king  of  Pruffia  in  his  manifefto.  Their  want  of  foun- 
dation was  evidently  pointed  out;  but  Frederick,  who 
tared  no  more  for  nrianifeftoes  than  for  thofe  wha 
inade  them,  let  the  civilians  talk,  and  kept  his  new 
ftcquifition.  (66) 

The  fen^torial  aflertfcly  of  Poland,  and  a  new  coun- 
eil  of  the  fenate,  determined  to  lay  before  the  powers, 
guarantees  of  the  treaties  df'Oliva,  Wielau,  and  Car- 
lowitz,  thisdifmemberrtient'ofthe  kingdom,  andpar- 
*icukrly  te  pemkid  the  three^co-partitioning  powers  of 
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the  folemn  promifes  they  had  made,  never  to  invade 
the  territory  of  the  republie,  and  to  prcfcrve  it  in  all 
its  fplendor. 

In  confequencc  of  this  determination,  StaniQaus 
Auguftus  anfwered  the  declaration  of  the  three  courts, 
and  proved  that  they  could  have  ho  claims  on  the  re- 
public, on  account  of  what  was  ftipulated  in  the  trea- 
ties of  Wielau  and  Oliva,  and  of  what  was  concluded 
with  Ruflia  in  1686.  He  demanded,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  fupport  of  the  mediators,  guarsmtees  of  the 
treaty  of  Oliva  5  protefted  in  the  moft  folemn  manner 
againft  thefe  afts  of  violence ;  and  concluded  by  trail- 
ing the  refult  to  Heaven  and  the  occurrences  of  a  fu- 
ture time. 

Notwithllanding  that  die  troops  of  Jofeph  II.  al- 
ready occupied  feveral  diftrifts,  an  inclination  to  con- 
ipiracy  and  revolt  Ipratig  up,  which,  had  it  not  been 
crufhed  in  time,  might  have  become  ferious.  Frede- 
rick, grpwn  diffident  from  this  example,  treated  his 
new  fubjefts  with  feverity,  and  prohibited  all  the  no- 
bles and  orfiers  from  engaging  in  tlie  fervice  of  foreign 
powers,  and  from  travelling  out  of  the  country,  without 
an  exprefs  penniffion  figned  by  his  own  handj  (67)^ 
and  when  the  king  of  Poland  wiflted  to  convoke  a 
council  of  the  fenate,  Frederick  fent  notices  to  all  the 
diftrifts  in  pofleffion  of  his  troops,  forbidding  the  fena- 
tors  of  the  kingdom,  now  his^j^efts,  under  pain  of 
confifcation  of  their  eftates,  and  forfeiture  of  their  in- 
digenous rights,  to  repair  to  Warfaw,  tliere  to  aflift  at 
the  council  affembled  by  his  Polifli  majefty. 

Not  content  with  this  ftep,  he  ordered  his  minifter 

K  4  to 
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to  deliver  a  declaration  (68)  to  poftpone  that  aflembly, 
and  hinder  it  from  being  caUed.  His  minifters^  and 
thofe  of  Catherine  II.  however,  ftrongly  infifted  on  the 
holding  of  a  national  aflembly,  threatening  the  king, 
in  cafe  of  refufal,  with  the  appearance  of  the  troops  of 
their  rcfpedtive  fovcreigns  at  the  gates  of  Warfaw,  to 
command  a  convention.  Thefe  menaces  induced  the 
king  of  Poland  to  accelerate,  by  a  month,  the  convo- 
cation ofthefenate. 

The  objeft  of  the  allied  powers  in  demanding  a  na- 
tional aflembly  was  to  ratify  their  claims :  in  confe- 
quence,  they  concerted  a  projeft  to  be  laid  before  the 
council  of  the  fenate,  in  which  they  efl:ablilhed  thefe 
rights,  and  propofed,  that,  at  the  approaching  diet,  the 
king  and  ftates  fhould  declare  them  well  founded,  and 
their  entry  into  poflfefllon  lawful  j  after  which  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  kingdom  fliould  be  regulated  by  the  diet, 
and  confirmed  by  the  ftates. 

The  grand  council  of  the  fenate  alTeixjbled  in  1773, 
but  without  coming  to  any  conclufion.  Catherine, 
who  wiihed  to  accelerate  the  negociations,  fent  back 
the  Polilh  prifoners  fhe  had  retained,  and  Frederick 
declared  to  the  minifter  of  the  crown,  that,  if  the  fu- 
ture diet  Ihould  think  proper  to  refufe  their  confent 
to  the  partition,  they  Ihould  fee  that  he  could  do  with- 
out it. 

The  three  powers^  J»wcver,  ftill  advanced  the  body 
of  their  troops,  and  penetrated  farther  into  the  coifntry. 
The  Poles  continued  to  make  complaints  and  repre- 
fentations,  whilft  the  allied  powers  continued  to  over- 
whelm.the  public  with  manifeftoes  and  memorials. 

At 
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AtJength,  the  king  of  Poland  declared,  that,  fince 
the  three  allied  courts  demanded  a  confederation,  and 
the  nation  had  engaged  to  have  one,  he  approved  it. 
This  meafure  was  extorted  from  him  by  the  minifters 
of  the  three  courts,  who  protefted,  that,  if  he  did  not 
accede  to  the  confederation  that  very  day,  the  city  of 
Warfaw  (hould  be  inverted  by  fifty  thoufand  men. 

The  confederation  was  figned,  and  die  diet  opened 
a  few  days  afterwards.  The  fpirit  of  confufion  and 
delirium  reigned  in  this  afiembly.  The  allied  powers, 
who  had  promifed  not  to  intermeddle  with  affairs,  de- 
livered, notwithftanding,  a  declaration  to  the  diet,  in 
which  they  protefted,  that  they  would  not  fuffer  the 
confederation  to  depend  on  the  diet,  nor  would  they 
permit  it  to  break  up  until  after  the  conclufion  of  the 
ceffional  treaties  with  the  three  powers,  and  the  final 
arrangement  of  every  other  point  in  queftion. 

The  king  of  Poland,  irritated  at  this  declaration, 
which  rendered  the  three  powers  judges  in  their  own 
caufe,  declared,  that  he  could  not  confent  to  the  par- 
tition; and  that  the  decifion  of  this  affair  muft  be 
referred  to  thofe  pow^s  which  had  mediated  the  treaty 
of  peace  with  Poland.  But  as  thefe  powers  had  de- 
clared that  they  would  not  interfere  in  it,  Staniflaus 
propofed  to  fubmit  to  the  arbitration  of  fome  impar- 
tial power.  Nothing  could  be  more  equitable  than 
this  propofition,  which  was  accordingly  fo  diipleafing 
to  the  minifters  of  the  allies,  as  to  make  them  not  only 
infift  on  having  the  affair  terminated  in  eight  days, 
but,  urge  violent  menaces,  in  cafe  of  a  refufal. 

In 
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In  this  cxtremky,  the  king  made  a  fpccch  to  th^ 
diet,  (69)  laying  before  them  his  final  fentiments,  and 
propofing  to  fend  a  fi-dh  note  to  the  three  courts.  He 
was  anfwered  by  fi'elh  menaces.  At  length,  a  com- 
milfion  was  named,  and  the  partition  of  Poland  rati- 
fied, contrary  to  the  expeftations  of  the  whole  nation. 
The  king,  the  fenators,  and  nuncios,  by  this  aft,  ac- 
knowledged that  the  territories,  of  which  the  three 
powers  had  taken  poflcflion,.  belonged  to  them  of  right. 
The  treaties  were  figned.  But,  the  laft  confederation 
protefted  by  a  manifefto.  (70) 

After  this  ratification,  the  three  powers  prefcribed 
to  the  diet  the  riew  form  of  government  they  thought 
fit  to  give  to  Poland. 

In  1774,  the  Pruflian  troops  fummoned  the  grand 
military  officer  of  Great  Poland  to  quit  the  country, 
which  he  occupied  with  his  forces  j  but  he  complained 
to  the  delegation,  and  demanded  their  inftruftions  on 
the  fubjeft.  The  commiflion  of  war  direfted  him,  by 
order  of  the  general  confederation,  not  to  retire  till 
neceflity  obliged  him. 

The  delegation,  confidering  the  march  of  the  Pruf- 
fitas  towards  the  Warta  as  an  infraftion  of  the  trea- 
ties, delivered  a  memorial  on  the  lubjeft  to  the  mi- 
nifters  of  the  three  allied  powers,  and  declared  that, 
after  this  meafure  of  the  Pruffians,  they  would  no  Ion- 
ger  continue  their  g^mbly.  The  memorial  addreff- 
cd  to  the  Pruffian  minifter  was  very  vehement  and 
harfh,  and  the  anfwer  breathed  the  fame  violence. 
Difagrceable  confcquences  were  forefeen  from  this 
frcih  altercation,  and  it  was  refolved  to  withdraw  both 

the 
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the  memorial  ^nd  the  anfwer.  The  delegation  now 
publilhed  one  more  moderate  than  the  fytfncc,{ji) 
in  which  they  protefted  againft  every  aft  committed  in 
violation  of  the  late  treaty. 

Though  there  was  a  treaty  conetuded  with  the  deke* 
gation  re^^ng  the  difmemberment  of  Poland,  thtt 
cO'pattitionbg  powers  could  not  ^gree  upon  the  litt^ 
ration  of  the  frontiers.  It  feemed  as  if  each  of  tht 
powers  feh  a  reliidance  in  taking  the  lead  in  this  bu^ 
linefs,  as,  at  the  moment  when  every  point  appeared 
to  be  fetded,  fre(h  difficulties  arde  to  delay  its  exe^ 

CUtlCHl. 

The  coiirts  of  Peterfburgh  and  Berlin  mamtained> 
however,  that  nothing  was  more  fimple  than  this  fixa^ 
tion  of  the  limits ;  that  it  was  only  necefikry  to  caft 
their  eyes  upon  a  map,  to  difcover  the  rivers  which 
might  ferve  as  barriers ;  and  that  it  was  fuperiiuous  to 
enter  into  written  engagements  on  the  fubjetSl,  finct 
the  determinate  courfe  of  thofe  rivers  marked  out  the 
frontiers  with  fufiicient  accuracy. 

In  confequence  of  this  pretention,  thefe  courts  tran* 
fmitted  to  the  delegation  a  plan  relative  to  the  new 
frontiers,  with  a  geographical  chart,  (72)  whereon  the 
limits  were  pointed  out>  to  be  eftablifhed  between  the 
pofleflions  of  their  majefties  and  thofe  of  the  Polifii 
republic. 

Pending  thefe  difcuffions  refp^ing  the  limits  of 
the  co-partitioning  ftates,  a  brifk  atftion  took  place  in 
tlie  palatinate  of  Gujavia,  between  the  Pruffian  gene- 
ral Laflbw  and  the  Polilh  regimentary  Kraczewflci. 
Dranowicz,  a  Pruffian  major*  at  the  head,  of  560  Bof- 

niacs. 
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tMcs,  occupied  Kieckzewo,  and  Jronacbw.  He  tn« 
fifted  that  the  regimentary  (hould  evacuate  Complino^ 
fuid,  on  his  refo&l,  nuirched  againft  him  witH  a  de- 
tachment of  50  men.  But  hjC  wa9  rcpulfed^  aqd  re- 
ceived ;» ihot  in  bis  ^resft.  iGei^ral  LafTow^  inG>rined 
oflhisa&ion^  pollened  the  remainder  of  hisBpfniacs^ 
9fid  was  hpirdy  enough  to  attack  the  P&^Ies,  then  1 2,000 
lOrpngp  The  action  lafted  feveral  hours  s  ^e  general 
had  his  horfe^fhof  pncjer  him,  and  was  taken  prifoner 
\}y  the  Uhlaps.  But,  fortunatiely  fqr  him,  whilft  the 
ibjdiers  who  had  him  in  thf^ir  pofli^ilion  yf^^  employed 
in  ilripping  him,  fome  Bofniacs  arrived,  and  rjefpued 
liinn  from  ^eir  h*nd?,  At  the  feme  time,  Boyer,  a 
Pryfli^n  m^jor-gener^l,  fi^U  with  his  infantry  on  th^ 
Poles,  ip  their  retreat  from  Cpmpljno*  He  ^tf^icked 
jtheir  rear  guard>  killed  two  hundred  irien,  at)d  mad^ 
forty  prifoners.  The  Jofs  of  the  Pruffiaps  y^zs  lefs 
confiderable  by  one  half  j  but  the  Polifti  regimen- 
jary,  and  the  Pr^^i^n  major  pranowiczj  died  of  fhelr 
wounds, 

\yhen  the  PrufGan  minifter  delivered  to  the  dele- 
gation the  chart  of  the  boundaries  to  which  his  court 
limited  its  new  acquifitions  in  Poland,  the  republic 
thought  proper  to  make  obfervatioQs  on  it,  and  to  in- 
form him,  that,  in  ceding  to  the  court  pf  Berlin  the 
diftrift  of  Great  Poland  within  the  Netze,  ftretching 
along  that  river  from  the  frontiers  of  the  New  Marche 
CO  the  Viftula,  near  to  Sordon  and  Soletz,  the  repub- 
lic never  meant  to  extend  this  ceffion  beyond  thofe 
parts  of  the  palatinates  of  Pofnania  and,  G.nefnia  which 
lie  on  the  right  of  the  Notecz,  but  fhat  a  boundary 

line 
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lln6  of  dendarkation  (hould  be  fixed  ff orn  the  pk)iilt  of 
the  frontier  of  the  latter  palatinate  the  moft  contiguous 
to  the  Viftula^  which  is  Naklow,  by  the  palatinate  of 
Ironoclaw,  as  far  as  the  Vlftula :  fo  that  this  line, 
commencing  at  the  Notecz, which  forms  the  feparatioi^ 
between  the  palatinltes  of  Gnefnia  and  Ironoclaw, 
following  pretty  nearly  the  courfe  of  the  Brda^  ihovild 
terminate  at  the  neareft  point  of  the  Vittula,  between 
Sordon  and  Soletz ;  but  that,  inftead  of  this  line,  the 
limits  traced  by  the  chart  of  the  court  of  Berlin  ex- 
tended much  farther  J  and,  in  lieu  of  a  very  fmall 
portbn  of  the  palatinate  of  Ironoclaw,  they  added  to 
the  new  pofleflions  of  the  king  of  Pruflia  th^greatcft 
part  of  this  latter  palatinate,  and  part  of  that  of  Brezc^ 
in  Cujavia,  as  far  as  the  fource  of  the  Notecz,  beyond 
cape  Golpho,  This  extent  was  evidently  contrary 
both  to  the  fenfe  and  letter  of  the  treaty  of  ceffion, 
fince  it  would  have  been  fuperfluous  to  defignate  a 
term  by  the  expreffion  of  the  towns  of  Sordon  and 
Soletz,  if  the  ceflion  were  to  be  underftood  as  extend-* 
ing  beyond  thofe  places,  even  into  the  palatinate  of 
Brezc,  and  to  the  fource  of  the  Notecz  in  lake  Golpho* 
Frederick's  minifter  replied  to  thefe  obfervations  by 
a  menK)rial,  (73)  in  which  he  maint^ned  that  his 
court  had  a  full  right  to  occupy  the  countries  of  which 
it  had  taken  pofTefTion.  Similar  obfervations  were 
made  to  the  two  other  courts,  who  returned  anfwcrs 
of  the  fame  nature.  Many  other  altercations  of  this 
kind  afterwards  took  place,  which  all  terminated  in^an 
involuntary  fubmiflion  to  the  abfolute  will  of  the  three 
powers. 

Another 
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Another  event  ibon  after  menaced  the  sepoie  of 
Germany,  and  again  put  arms  into  the  hands  of  the 
two  rival  houfes,  between  whom  the  peace  of  Hvibertf- 
bourg  feemed  to  have  at  length  eftabliihed  a  good 
uflderftandiAg. 

On  the  30th  of  December^  1777,  Maximilian  Jo- 
icph»  eledor  and  duke  of  Bavaria^  died  of  the  fitiall 
poxj  and  with  him  the  male  line  of  his  houfe  became 
exdnA.  The  Palatine  houie  had  long  put  ia  their 
daim  to  this  fucceflioa  on  fuch  an  event,  from  thdr 
common  defccnt  fronri  duke  Ix>uis  the  Severej  who 
died  in  1294$  and  this  claim>  founded  on  the  treaty 
of  Pavia  of  i^^g,  had  been  confirmed  by  other  trea- 
fies  in  the  years  1766,  1771,  and  1774. 

At  thetime^  however,  of  the  treaty  of  Pavia,  con- 
cluded by  Louis  of  Bavaria  with  the  counts  Palatine 
cf  the  Rhine,  his  brother's  children,  he  on}y  pofiefled 
Upper  Bavaria.  A  collateral  branch,  ifliiing  from  a  | 
brother  o£  his  father,  Louis  ijie  Severe,  was  then  in 
pofleffion  of  Lower  Bavaria ;  and  it  was  only  in  1340, 
on  die  exdnftion  of  this  collateral  branch,  that  this 
country  was  united  to  Upper  Bavaria ;  £>  that  it  could 
not  be  comprized  in  the  treaty  of  Payia.  Since  that 
time,  in  1353,  anew divlfion  took  place  between  the 
Ions  of  Louis  of  Bavaria,  by  which  Lower  Bavaria 
was  again  feparated  from  the  Upper  i  and  a  new 
branch  of  the  Lower  Bavarian  houfe  iprung  up  at 
Staubing.  The  houfe  of  Auftria  pretended,  that  this 
partition  was  abfolute,  (iodtbeilungy)  and  that  the 
male  pofterity  of  this  line  being  cxtindt  by  the  death  | 
of  John,  fon  of  Albert,  the  male  paternal  defccndants 

io  I 
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in  (Hfterent  lines  of  the  honk  of  Bavaria  bad^  propeclf 
fpeaking,  ik)  right  to  this,  fucceflion;  that  the  only  le- 
gitimate claimants  mufl:  be,  Albert  of  Auftria>  £m  of 
the  fifter  of  the  laft  duke  John  j  and  the  emperor  Sif 
gifmund,  who  might  confider  this  part  of  Bavarisi  as.  4 
lapfed  fief:  that  in  this  quality  he  had  given  the  in- 
vcftiture  of  it  to  his  fen^in-law,  this  ,lamj?  Albert  of 
Auftria:  that,  in  ifnte  of  this,  the  Upper  Bavarian 
branch  had  fucceeded  in  pofleffing  themiclves  of 
Lower  Bavaria;  but  that  the  extin^on  of  that  line 
revived  the  rights  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and  that 
the  Palatine  houfe  cduld  have  no  pretootfion  la  this 
fucceOion. 

It  was  impoflible,  with  any  foundation^  to.  maimiuii 
that  die  partition  of  1353  was  abfolute;  fop,  in  14.19, 
an  Imperial  ientence  had  decreed  in  favour  of  the  muh 
paternal  defcendants*  in  diiSerent  lines  of  thie  houfe  of 
Bavaria,  Albert  of  Auftria  had  folemnly  renounced 
his  rights,  and,  in  fadt,  the  reigning  houfe  of  Auftria 
does  not  defcend  from  this  Albert. 

Exclufive  oiall  this,  the  court  of  Vienna  pret^endedg 
that  the  countries  which  the  hpuie  of  JBavaria  had  re^ 
ceived  as  a. fief,  whether  of  the  empire,  or  of  the  crowa 
of  Bohemia,  were  now  open  and  lapfed,  and  that,  coo^ 
fequoitly,  Jofeph  II.  had  a  right  to  taki^poflcffionof 
one  part,  in  quality  of  emperor,  andlViaria*Thereia  of 
the  other,  as  queen  of  Bohemia. 

Immediately  after  the  death  of  theele£lor,  Chatici 
Theodore,  elector  Palatine,  as  the  ncareft  a-kin,  wiis 
proclaimed  eleftor  of  Bavaria,  and  on  the  ad  of  Janu* 
ary  repaired  to  Munich^    But,  the  court  of  Vienna* 

which 
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which  faw  in  this  eledorace  an  advantageous  oppor- 
tunity of  rounding  the  Imperial  dominions,  prevailed 
on  the  new  eledor  to  acknowledge  its  pretenfions^  by  a 
convention  figned  at  Vienna  on  the  3d  of  the  fame 
month. 

As  Charles  Theodore  was  already  in  pofleffion 
of  Bavaria,  the  court  of  Vienna  had  apprehended 
fome  oppofition  from  that  quarter,  and  the  Imperial 
troops  were  already  prepared  to  enter  the  eleftorate. 
The  eafy  difpofition  of  the  ele&or  Palatine  ren- 
dered thefe  meafiires  ufelefs  s  he  fuffered  the  em- 
peror and  empreis  to  take  pofTefiion  of  Bavaf ia^  the 
firft  as  emperor  of  Germany,  the  fecond  as  queen  of 
Bohemia. 

In  the  interim  the  duke  of  Deux  Fonts,  a^the  near- 
eft  male  defcendant  of  the  ele£tor  Palatine,  protefted 
agvnft  any  fuch  treaty,  entered  into  without  his  con« 
fent,  and  contrary  to  the  ri^ts  of  his  houfe.  At  the 
fame  time  the  eledtoral  houfe  ofSaxony  put  in  a  claim 
to  the  allodial  fucceflion,  and  demanded  47  millions  of 
florins.  This  houfe  pretended,  that,  the  male  line  if* 
fuing  from  the  emperor  Louis  being  extinft,  this  al- 
lodial fucceflion  returned  of  right  to  the  prihcefs  dow^ 
ager  ofSaxony,  fiftcr  of  the  deccafcd,  or  rather  to  the 
eleftor  her  fon,  to  whom  fhe  had  eventually  transferred 
her  clainns.  On  the  6ther  hand,  the  duke  of  Meck- 
lenbourg  thought  he  had,  at  length,  founds  good  op- 
portunity to  bring  forward  his  pretenfion  to  a  reverfion 
of  the  landgravate  of  Leuchtenberg,  granted  to  his 
houfe  in  1502;  a  reverfion,  the  executk)n  of  which 
had  been  eluded  in  1 647* 

Thefe 
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"  Thfefe  three,  courts  addrcffedthc  fcirtgW;^Pruffui, 
requefting  him  to  fiipport  their  cl^irite.  Frederick, 
who  WQiild  have  feen  with  jealo^fy  die  /  aggrandifer 
ment  of  the  hbuie  of  Auftria,  aod  who  found  the  road 
open  to  a  new  Ipecies  of  glory  5  to  the  fame  of  appear^ 
ing,  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  the  difinterefted  defender  of 
the  Germanic  liberty  and  cbnftitution;  ieized  this  op* 
portunity  with  ardoun  The  eledlor  of  Brandenbourg^ 
-who  formerly  had  laughed  at  the  ban  of  the  empire, 
now  pretended>  that  all  the.fteps  hitherto  taken  in  this 
affair  were  contrary  to  the/ecurity,  lib^tyy  and  whole 
confiitution  of  the  Germanic  hdy^  and  that  it  fhould 
have  been  previoufly  fubmitted  to  the  diet,  where  the 
opinbns  of  the  cIe<Stors  ought  to  have  been  taken.  He 
declared,  therefore^  in  his  quality  of  elector,  and  a  con* 
trading  party  in  the  peace  of  Weftphalia,  that  he  was 
determined  to  maintain  the  conftitudon  of  die  em* 
pire* 

After  fpirited,  but  fruitlefs  negociations  (74)  be* 
tween  the  courts  of  Berlin  and  Vienna,  war  broke  out 
in  July,  1778. 

Pruflla  had  aflembled  two  armies  $  one  in  Silefia^ 
under  the  king;  the  fecond,  in  the  Marche,  com* 
manded  by  prince  Henry  1.  The  latter  was  deftined 
either  to  enter  Bavaria,  or  to  cover  Saxony. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  the  king  fet  out  for  Silefia, 
with  the  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwick,  and  fixed  his 
head  quarters  at  Schoenwalde. 

During  this  time>  the  emperor  continued  his  pre- 
parations and  incurfions  in  Bavaria,  taking  pofleflion 
even  of  diftridts  which  could  never  be  confidered  as 
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male  fio6  of  the  empire,  and  wtrt  not  in^ttded  in  tk^ 
oomeadcuk  tfinch  the  eleftor  Palatine*  He  fortified 
Egraf  to  prevent  die  Prufllans  from  enterii^  Bavaria, 
ind  to  have  a  plac»  of  arms  on  the  fronders  of  Saxony. 
Thirty  thoufand  men^  commanded  by  the  p-ince  of 
lidrtenftein)  menaced  that  eleAorate$  and  this  cir« 
camftance  obliged  the  eledor  to  coUed  all  his  troops 
Aeaf  Drefden. 

The  king  of  Pruffia^s  army  lemained,  till  Joaf^ 
cantoned  near  Silberberg,  and  on  the  i6di  of  thai 
month,  general  Wunfch  marched^  with  20  battalions 
and  28  fijuadrons,  to  form  a  camp  near  Reinerz*  The 
AuIMan  troops  were  cantoned,  likewife,  in  Bohemia, 
and  receiving  daily  reinforcements/  In  June,  the 
emperor  repaired  to  his  army,  fixed  his  headquarters 
at  Sobbtka,  near  Jting-Buntzlaw ;  and,  foon  afcer^ 
duke  Albert  entered  Moravia,  and  took  quarters  in 
the  circle  of  Koenigfgrastz.  The  armies  remained  in 
this  pofition^  waiting  the  refult  of  negociadons.  They 
were  broken  ofFon  the  a4th  of  June,  on  the  part  of  the 
court  of  Vienna.  (75) 

In  the  beginning  of  July,  the  king  entered  Bohe* 
mia ;  and,  at  the  approach  of  his  troops,  the  Aufinan 
army  qtikted  Buntzlaw  and  Kcenigfgrsetz^  and  took  a 
camp  on  the  right  batik  of  the  Elbe,  near  Kukns^  a 
fmall  town  fituated  between  Jaromirs  and  Kcenig* 
ihoE  This  army,  commanded  by  Lafcy  and  Had* 
dik,  were  100,000  ftrong,  and  had  no  other  intentioo 
butto  cover  the  Elbe,  and  hinder  the  Pruffians  from 
^  ^pafling  that  river.  The  two  armies  were  only  at  s 
foj^ue's  diftance  from  each  other.    This  proximity 
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occafioncd  feveral  Ikirmilhcs,  or  rencounters,  which 
klmoft  always  terminated  in  favour  of  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  whofe  cavalry  never  failed  to  prove  themfelves 
fupcrior  to  thofe  of  the  emperor.  The  latter  ordered 
all  the  bridges  to  be  broken,  all  the  cattle  to  be  tranf* 
ported  to  KGenigfgraQtz,  and  all  the  corn  in  the  coun-ti 
try  to  be  cut  down. 

Laudohn,  however,  wasfent,  at  the  head  of  100,000 
men,  againft  prince  Henry,  who  was  fufpefted  of  an 
intention  to  enter,  the  Upper  Palatinate  and  Bavaria. 
Laudohn  was  deceived ;  the  prince  led  his  army  into 
Saxony,  formed  a  junftion  with  22,000  Saxons,  and 
found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  72,850  men. 

Frederick  was  occupied  near  Jaromirs  in  obferving 
the  pofition  of  the  enemy,  and  in  feeking  the  oppor- 
tunity of  making  an  attack.  On  the  14th  of  July, 
count  de  Wurmfer,  an  Auftrian  general,  fell  upon  the 
Pruffian  advanced  pofts  near  Nachod,  and  was  re- 
puliedit  This  circumftance  induced  the  king  to  make 
fbme  litde  change  in  the  pofition  of  his  camp,  hoping, 
by  thele  means,  to  engage  the  Auftrians  to  make  an 
alteration  in  theirs,  and  thus  obtain  the  power  of  at* 
tacking  them  with  advantage ;  but,  the  ^mpcror,  in« 
Head  of  changing  his  camp,  only  fortified  it  more  and 
more,  on  the  fide  on  which  he  feared  th^  Pruflians 
might  pafs  the  river. 

Frederick,  feeing  his  cxpeftatioAs  deceived,  ordered 
prince  Henry  to  enter  Bohemia  alio  with  his  army ; 
tocfFeft  which  he  was  under  the  neceffity  of  pafling 
through  Lufatia,  in  order  to  approach  as  near  as  pot 
fiblc  to  the  king's  army,  and  the  left  wing  of  the  Auf^ 
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trians.  The  latter  htd  forcfecn  this  march,  and  dit^ 
pofcd  every  thing  to  render  it  extremely  difficult,  if 
not  impoffibl|.  The  prince,  more  expert  than  them, 
amufcci  himfelf  with  their  efforts :  he  feigned  to  at- 
tempt his  entry  by  another  quarter,  drew  Laudohn 
Aidier,  Aefl  fuddenly  took  a  new  dircftion,  made 
forced  marches  towards  the  frontiers  of  Lufatia^  and 
penetrated  into  Bohemia  on  that  fide,  in  fpite  of  the 
abbattis  and  other  obftaclcs  ^|)pofed  to  him.  The 
Auftrians,  who  got  all  their,  ferces  together,  were  not 
able  to  prevent  this  march,  perhaps  the  moft  fkilful 
that  was  ever  performed*  In  its  progrefs,  there  were 
but  a  few  llcirmifhes,  in  which  the  Pruffians  fuffcred 
very  littlci  but  took  from  the  enemy  29  officers  and 
1500  foldicrs. 

Laudohn,  who  wiftied  to  avoid  a  batdcj  reftked  into 
the  heart  of  Bohemia,  and  prince  Henry's  army  fprcad 
itfelf  more  and  more  every  day  over  the  circles  of 
Leitmeritz  and  Buntzlaw,and  took  L'eitmeritz,  where 
there  were  confiderable  magazines. 

Nothing  remarkable,  howevef,  paired  in  the  king*s^ 
army  before  the  month  of  Auguft  :  he  remained  quiet 
in  his  campi  waiting  the  iffite  of  prince  Henry's 
marches. 

,  Laudohn  pofted  himfelf  as  advantageoufly  againft  the 
attacks  of  prince  Henry,  as  the  army  of  Lafci  had  done 
^igainfl:  that  of  Frederick.  -  It  was  impoffible  for  the 
Pruffians  to  attack.  The  king,  at  length,  quitted  his 
pofition  in  order  to  facilitate  the  jundicm  of  his  army 
with  that  ofprinccHenryhis  brother,  and  remounted 
towards  the  fburces  of  die  Elbe.    In  this  march,  be 

was 
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was  obliged  to  i)afs  through  fevcral  defiles,  where  it  is 
aftoniihing  that  the  Imperial  army  never  attempted  to 
molcfthim*  We  read  in  an  Auftrian  journal  of  the 
day,  "  that  very  important  political  reajons  prevented 
^'  them  from  undertaking  any  enterprize  againji  the  em* 
*'  my  on  that  occafion'* 

The  Auftrian  army  followed,  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Elbe,  the  Pruffian  movements  on  the  left,  and 
chcamped  near  Arnau,  oppofite  the  Pruffian  cariip, 
always  taking  care  to  fottify  thenifelves  as  well  as  ia 
their  former  camp.  The  two  armies  were  thus  pofted 
near  Arnau ;  and  the  king,  having  in  vain  attempted 
to  draw  the  Auftrians  out  of  their  entrenchments, 
tried  to  pafs  the  Elbe  between  Arnau  and  Hohenelb, 
that  he  might  join  prince  Henry  towards  thc.Ifer; 
jbut,  the  vigilance  and  pains  of  the  Auftrians  rendered 
this  attempt  abortive.  The  king  made  a  fecond  tU 
fort  higher  up,  yet,  with  as  litde  fucccfs  as  the  former; 
At  length,  wearied  with  harraffing  himfelf  to  no  pur-* 
pofe  in  an  imprafticable  country,  where  the  enemy 
refufcd  to  come  to  blows,  he  relblved  to  retire,  and 
wait  the  events  of  the  following  campaign. 

Prince  Henry,  pofted  near  Nimcs,  in  Bohemia,  conr 
tinued  to  obferve  Laudohn^s  army,  and  waited  to 
fnatch  a  favourable  moment  to  cffcft  die  dcfired 
junftion.  Finding  his  efforts  vain  on  thatrfide,  he 
tried  tq  draw  Laudohn  out  of  his  entrenchqiepts,  to 
give  him  battle.  The  beft  method  of  cfFe6bing  this, 
he  conceived,  would  be  by  feigning  to  attack  Prague. 
On  thelaft  of  Auguft,  generajs  Platen  and  Moellen- 
jdorf  approached  that  city,  the  one  on  the  left,  the 
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other  on  the  right  fide  of  the  Elbe.  The  inhabitants 
were  in  confternation :  all  the  young  men  were  inroU-* 
ed,  the  archives  packed  up,  the  public  money  fecured ; 
and  Laudohn,  fb  far  from  flying  to  their  fuccmir, 
fcemed  to  intend  leaving  the  town  a  prey  to  the  ene- 
my, and  remained  quiet  itf^is  Entrenchments.  The 
ftratagem  failing  of  fuccefs,  the  two  Pruffian  corps 
were  recalled. 

The  Pruffian  troops  had  now  no  other  refourcc,  but 
^to  avail  themfelves  of  the  remainder  of  the  (eafon,  to 
enable  themfelves  to  fubfift  at  the  expence  of  the  ene- 
my ;  they  foraged  in  Bohemia,  and  laid  fevend  places 
under  contribution.  The  Auflrian  generals  did  the 
fame  on  the  fide  of  Saxony,  which  was  defencelefs. 

At  length,  the  king  retreated  by  Altftadt  towards 
Schatzlar.  This  retreat,  in  a  mountainous  country, 
interfeded  in  all  parts,  in  almoft  continual  bad  wea- 
ther, and  under  the  eyes  of  an  army  of  near  200,000 
men,  is  much  admired  by  all  military  connoifieurs. 

Frederick  refolved  to  remain  at  Schatzlar  until  he 
Ihould  be  informed  of  prince  Henry's  return,  who  had 
orders  to  retire  into  Saxony,  with  the  defign  of  dircd- 
ing  his  future  entcrprizes  by  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  $  but,  they  continued  to  aft  with  {o  timid  a 
precaution,  that  it  was  evident  they  thought  of  nothing 
but  how  to  avoid  a  battle. 

Prince  Henry  had  now  got  into  winter  quarters 
in  Saxony,  and  Frederick  thought  of  following  the 
example  in  Silefia. 

The  Pruffians  had  taken  poflcflion  of  the  principa- 
lities of  Jaegerndorf  and  Troppau^i  belonging  to  the 
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hoiafe  of  Auftria^  and  the  Auftrians  had  formed  the 
^rqje&of  Jietaking  them.  Widi  this  view,  they  rem-r 
forced  a  body  of  their  troops  in  Moravia,  on  the  con* 
fines  of  Upper  Silefia,  which  corps  were  to  drive  the 
Profiiins  from  Troppau  and  Jaegerndorf,  At  the 
end  of  September,  20  batailions  were  detached  frorft 
Bohemia  to  the  fame  places  and  a  confKierable  body 
of  Qx>ats  advanced,  likewife^  towards  Moraviai 
Tbefe  preparations  obliged  the  Prufnans>  tdfo^  to  rein« 
Ibrce. 

The  hereditary  piince  was  ient  againfl;  Rotta>  whom 
be  forced  to  retire  as  £ur  as  Basr,  in  Moravia,  and  the 
greateft  part  of  Upper  Silefia  returned  into  the  hands 
of  the  Pniffians.  The  Auftrians  ftill  kept  reinforcing, 
but  confined  themfelves  to  foraging,  and  always 
avoided  a  dedfive  aftion. 

Atlcngth,  however,  an  Auftrian  cdrps  under  gene- 
ral Ellrichihaufbn  did  venture  to  advance  into  the  en* 
virons  of  Troppau.  On  the  17  th  of  Oftob^r,  two 
battaUons  of  Croats  attacked  a  Prufllan  guard,  com- 
posed of  a  aon-«commi0k>ned  officer  and  fixtpen  horie^ 
but  thefe  brave  men  defended  themfelvjeslpogenougli 
(O  give  time  for  fix  Iquadrons  of  huflars  and  Bofaiacs 
to  come  to  their  afliftance.  Colonel  cle  Sp^eni,  of 
Efterhazi's  regiment^  attacked  three  fquadrons  of 
Pmflians  who  were  advancing  towsu*ds  himi  but  ma«^ 
jor  Hul&n  arriving  in  time  to  fupport  them  with  his 
iquadron,  the  Auftrian  detachment  retreated,  and  werp 
purfued  as  fiir  as  Ja£Ur» 

Another  atiempcjwas  made  by  a  detachment  of  the 
.     ^.  L4  Moravian 
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Moravian  army^  in  which  the  Auftrians  met  with  thip 
fame  ill  iuccefs.  They  revenged  themfelves  by  £b>ra^ 
^ng  and  laying  fome  places  tinder  contribution^  the 
inhabitants  of  which  they  treated  with  great  rigoun 

Frederick,  after  providing  far  the  fafety  of  Ilower 
Silefia^  refolved  to  enter  Upper  Silefia,  imagining  that 
the  Auftrian  army,  which  was  greatly  fuperior  to  his, 
would,  at  length,  come  to  a  deciGve  oigagement.  A 
corps  Gommandsd  by  -Tayenzien  mardied  from 
Schatzlarthe  15th  of  Oftober,  and  reached  Neuftadt 
the  1 9th.  On  the  fame  day  the  king  arrived  at  NeilTe. 
The  Auftrian  army  in  this  country  confided  of  50,000 
men,  and  Frederick  had  no  doubt  of  theirattempting 
to  defend  their  pofts«  He  was  deceived :  the  detach* 
ments  retired  as  he  advanced.  Frederick^  obierving 
this  circumftance,  thought  only  of  poiting  his  army 
advantagebufly  in  the  environs  of  Troppau  and>  Jae- 
gerpdorf,  to  fecure  it  againft  every  attack  during  the 
winter. 

On  the  23d  of  Ofbober,  the  Prufiiiahs  learnt  that 
the  Auftrian  trobps  were  advatidngiti^ther  towards 
01berfdo!*f.  Major  general  de  Tfeun,'  who  was  at 
Mockerni  in  the  vicinity  of  Olbecfdorf,  nsfolvod  to 
wait  for  them.  In  the  night  of  the  a6£h,  the  Croats 
and  huifars  advanced  amidft  rain  and  darlchefi,  -and 
fell  unexpe Acidly  upori  the  Prtriilan  advanced  guards. 
Scarcely  had  the.  laftter  time*  itc;^eti9eat,  bi£Qrc  the 
Auftrians  had  aflr-eady  fdrtrfed  towards  the  village,- and 
endeavoured  by  a  very  briflc  fire  to.  throw  tlie  PruC- 
fians  into  diforder-}  ':b«t,  they  defeiukd  themfelves 
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ivith  ib  much  courage  and  vivacity,  that  the  enemy  re« 
treated,  leaving  leveral  dead  upon  the  fpot.  Kain  and, 
darknefs  {^'evented  the  purfuit. 

In  aiK>ther.fkirmifh,the  Auftrians  were  driven  froai 
Oftrau,  in  Moravia. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  tie.  king  went  toBreflaw, 
after  ordering  the  cantonoients  of  his  army.  The 
chain  began  at  Ratibor,  and  extended  as  far.  as  Jsegern- 
dorf.  Wunfch  was  with  a  corps  in,  the  county  of 
^lasz  >  Ramin  commanded  another  in  the  mountains 
of  Lower  Silefia;  the  head  quarters  were  at  Landr 
ihoutj  and.  this  chain  extended  to  Greifienberg  on  the 
frontiers  of  Saxony,  where  prince  Henry's  army  were 
cantoned. 

The  Auftrians  imitated  the  cantonments  of  the 
Prufiians.  Their  line  ftretched  from  Egra  atong  the 
frontiers  of  Saxony  and  Lufatia,  then  following  the 
confines  of  Silefia  and  Glatz,  by  Boheoua,  Moravia, 
and  the  principality  of  Tefchen. 

During  the  month  of  November,  the  Auftrians 
made.feveral  attcippts  to  retake  Jaegemdorf,  but  were 
always  xepulfed  with  lofs;  Both  armies  iknt  rein<r 
forcemeats  thither. 

The  conjmencement  oftheenfuixigyearpaffed  over 
With  dnly.trifling  enterprizes,  in  which  the  advantage 
was  nbt^  confiderable  on  one  fide  or  the  other.  The 
Auflrians,  who  always  avoided  a  battle  in  this  war,  are 
reproached  with  aniufing  thenxfelves  in  burning  towns 
and  villnges.  The  town  of  Neuftadt,  where  the  regi* 
0>entof  the  prince  royal  of  Pruffia,  now  the  reigning 
ibvo^eigQ/theo  lay,  was  reduced  to  a(hes,  and  250 
»  *  hoiifes 
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houfes  were  cMfomed  bj  die  fl«Mi*  This  prince 
difplayed,  upon  that  occafion,  marks  of  the  geiieFofit7 
which  was  one  day  to  make  him  beloved  upon  the 
iShrone.  On  returning  into  the  town  after  the  con* 
fiagration,  the  bhabitants  threw  diemfelves  oa  their 
knees  before  lum  in  the  ftreets^  and  painted  to  him 
their  dtftrefi.  The  benevolent  prince  ming^d  his 
tears  with  thofe  of  the  poor  fuSerers$  d^ributed 
among  them  all  the  money  he  had  at  bis  diipofal; 
and  promifedthem  to  engage  the  king  to  rep^r  their 
misfortune. 

In  the  month  of  December,  1778,  the  emprefi  of 
Ruffia,  by  a  declaration  which  (he  then  made,  pre* 
pared  the  way  for  the  peace  which  took  place  m  May, 

1779- 
Theem^rcfi  declared,  *'  That,  matters  being  on  the 

^  point  of  coming  to  a  decifion  by  the  fate  of  arms, 

<*  (he  could  no  longer  confider  the  affairs  of  Germany 

*'  as  (imple  differences  to  be  accommodated  by  lenient 

*'  meafurcs.  That  the  fituation  as  well  as  the  power  of 

"  Germany  rendered  this  country  the  feat  of  all  the 

«*  political  operations  of  Europe.    That,  in  confe- 

**  quence,  it  was  matter  of  extreme  import  to  all  the 

**  other  powers,  whether  its  conftitution  Ihould  be  pcr- 

**  manent  or  changed,  whether  the  empire  fliould  en* 

**  joy  peace  or  be  torn  to  pieces  by  war.    That  all 

•*  thcfe  confiderations   more  efpecially  interefted  a 

^'  country  luch  as  Ruffia,  whiah,  exclufiveof  her  natu* 

**  ral  connexions  wkh  other  ftates,  and  the  ties  of 

^^  friendfhip  by  which  ibe  was  bound  to  the  greateft 

f*  part  of  the  princes  6f  the  empire^  owedftiU  more 

'  «refpca 
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''  refped:  to  the  ftrift  alliance  that  attached  her  tx>  the 
^^  power  which  has  feen  itfclf  compelled  to  take  up 
^'  arms  ia  oppdmon  to  th^  meafures  cf  tlk^  court  of 
f*  Vienna.  That,  coniequently,  due  emprefe  can  no 
^^  longer  view  widi  indifference  the  difputes  which 
^^  have  arifen  relpe&ing  the  Bavarian  fuccefHon,  but 
f«  thinks  hcHelf  c^ed  uponitotake  a  partih  tScm. 

"  That,  without  entering  into  a  dKcuflion  of  the 
^'  political  rights  of  Germany,'  the  emprefs  t<Jok  na* 
"  tural  equity  few  her  guide,  and  the  principles  on 
^^  which  all  Ibciety  is  founded.  That,  on  thefe  prin^ 
^*  ciples,  flie  found  the  empire  in  commotion,  only 
"  becauie  the  houfe  of  Auftria  had  thought  proper  & 
p*  revive  claims  extin£fc  for  feveral  centuries,  and  for- 
"  gotten  in  the  peace  of  Weftphalia  5  which  claims  (he 
'<  now  wanted  to  aflert,  againft  that  peace  which  fonti^ 
"  the  bafis  and  bulwark  of  the  Germanic  empire ; 
**  jMid,  by  the  mode  of  aflerting  them,  to  aft  in  a 
^^  manner  ftill  more  contrary  to  diat  folemn  and  fa« 
^  cred  peace.  In  fhort,  that,  by  the  war  which  was 
•'  to  fupportthis  firft  ftep  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  the 
'*  whole  Germanic  body  was  expofcd  to  the  moft  im* 
'*  minent  danger.  That  the  downfall  of  this  empire 
'*  would  neceflarily  caufe  a  violent  convulfion  in  all 
*^  the  ftates  contiguous  to  Germany,  a  total  derange* 
'*  mentof  the  order  and  equilibrium  of  Europe,  and, 
*'  in  the  lapfe  of  time,  poffibly,  be  produftive  of  great 
«•  danger  to  the  Ruffian  empire.  That  every  wife 
*«  and  prudent  Ibvcreign  fhould  look  jfbrward  and  pre* 
«  vent  thofe  evils ;  and  that  the  court  of  Ruffia 
^^  could  adopt  no  other  principles,  or  maxims,  than 

« thofe 
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^^thofe  adopted  by  that  of  Vienna  on  Timilarocc^ 
^*  fion$* 

^^  Thati  in  confequencei  the  court  of  Rufiia  re« 
y  queftcd  the  emprefs  queen>  and  the  emperor,  to  put 
^afKendtothefubfifting  troubled  of  Germany,  con* 
^  formably  to  the  priaciplet.  <^  equity  and  fimtiments 
*^  of  humanity  which  were  6>  iiUioient  in  them;  and] 
/'  to  (liter  into  an  amicsijble  acoommodation,  according 
f  f  to  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  the  empires  with  his 
^  Pruflian  majefty,  aqd  the  other  parties  interefted  io 
''  the  Bavarian  fuccelfion*  But  that,  on  a  contrary 
^^  fuppofitionj  the  enipr$(s  of.Ruffia  declared,  though 
<^  with  great  rf  gret,  that  (he  could  not  remain  an  uncon* 
^*  cerned  fpedatqr  of  the  war  lighted  up  in  G^rfn^y* 
5*  whether  on  account  oi  its  objed,  or  the  circum* 
y  ftanqes  with  which  it  was  coqned«d,  and  the  confe* 
f^  quences  to  which  it  poifibly  noighclead  s  but  fhpuld 
y  find  herfelf  called  uponf^rioufly  to  pay  attei\tK>atD 
**' what  (he  qwpd  to  her  own  en^ue,  .to  the  interefl;  d 
^^  the  princes  who  had  demanded  her  friendfliip  and 
*'  alQiftance,  ai^d^t  above  9ll»  to  her  obligations  towards 
«  her  allies.''        , 

Previous  tp  the  arrival  of  this  4^claration  at  Vienna, 
that  court  had  propofed,  by  her  ^nvoy  at  Paterfburgb, 
to  accept  the  mediation  of  the  courts  of  Ruffia  and 
France.  Thcfc  two  courts,  giving  their  conient,  as 
well  as  the  king  of  Pruffia,  a  congrefs  was  aflembled 
at  Tefchen,  and  peace  was  figned,  the  13th  of  May, 
1779.  (76)  The  .main  artick  grants  to  the  houfcof 
Auftria  a  flip  of  Bavaria ;  namely,  tjie  part  fituated 
between  the  panpbey  the  Inn,  apd  the  3al(.3 :  ^  tiio 
.  o reft 
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reft  rcfhiuns  to  Bavaria  as  before.  The  emprefs 
queen  engages,  in  quality.of  queen  of  Bohemia,  to  give 
a  frefh  inveftiture  of  the  fiefs  depending  on  that  crown 
to  the  Palatine  houfe,  and  to  addrefs  the  emperor  to 
procure  for  the  fame  houfe  the  inveftiture  of  the  fiefs 
holding  of  the  empire. 

The  family  titaties  Were  confirmed  at  the  fame 
klme,  toncluded  between  thehoufes  Palatine  of  Deux 
Fonts  in  the  years  1766, 177 1,  and  1774J  and  gua- 
rantied by  the  contrading  and  mediating  pbwer$» 
comprehending  iii  them,  byname,  the  houfe  of  Bir- 
kenfeld ;  provided  that  the  faid  treaties  did  not  either 
prove  contrary  to  the  peace  of  Weftphalia,  or  intro- 
duce an  alteration  in  thofe  circumftances  which  might 
not  have  been  ch^ged  by  the  prcfent  treaty. 

The  eleftor  promifed  to  pay  the  Court  of  Drefden 
fix  millions  of  florinsj  as  a  fatisfaftion  for  the  claim  of 
that  court. 

As  for  the  houfe  of  Mecklenboiirg,  the  emprefs, 
jointly  with  the  king  of  Pruffia,  engaged  to  employ 
their  good  ofiices  with  the  emperor  to  obtain  it  an  un* 
limited  exemption  from  the  right  of  appeal.  (77) 
(PrivHegium  de  non  appellandd,) 

The  king  of  Pruffia  piqued  hirtifelf  on  his  genero- 
fity  in  this  treaty,  and  contented  himfdf  with  deriving 
nothing  from  the  war,  but  the  glory  of  having  la- 
boured to  maintain  the  conftitution  of  the  empire.  He 
required  no  indemnification. 

Ruflia  and  France  guarantied  this  treaty,  to  which 
the  emperor  and  empire  were  invited  to  accede,  and, 
after  fome  trifling  difficulties,  they  confented*. 

The 
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The  emprds  queen  did  not  long  ibrvive  the  peace  of 
Tefchen ;  and  the  emperor  Jofeph  IL  was  no  fboncr 
inpoflfeflion  of  the  hereditary  dominions  of  his  houfe, 
than  he  ardently  laboured  to  introdyce  fuch  changes 
as  he  deemed  the  moft  likely  to  accompUfh  the  con- 
jblidation  of  his  authority  and  power* 

Mean  while,  Frederick,  placing  a  firm  dependence 
on  the  treaty  of  Tefchen^  never  imagined  that  there 
could  again  be  a  queftion  of  uniting  Bavaria  to  the 
poflfeffions  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  What  then  was 
his  aftonifhment,  on  learning  that  it  was  rea^  in  agi- 
tation to  exchange  Bavaria  for  the  AuftrianLdwCouO' 
tries,  with  the  exception  of  Luxembourg  and  Namur, 
and  to  beftow  on  thofe  countries  the  title  of  the  king- 
dom of  Burgundy !  It  was  known,  that,  ii)  the  month 
of  January,  17S5,  the  Ruffian  envoy  had  propoied  to 
the  duke  of  Deux  Fonts  to  ^ve  his  qonfent  to  this  ex- 
change, and  to  declare  himfelf  categorically  in  eight 
days ;  with  this  verbal  addition,  that,  in  cafe  of  refufal, 
the  tranfadion  would  take  place,  even  without  his 
confent. 

This  circumftance  appeared  the  more  aftonilhingi 
as,  in  the  negociations  for  the  peace  of  Tefchen,  it  was 
cxprcfsly  declared  that  fuch  a  rounding  of  the  domi- 
nions of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  whilft  it  greatly  aug- 
mented her  pofleffions,  wQuId  entirely  deftroy  the  ba« 
lance  of  power  which  had  hitherto  fid>fifted  between 
the  different  ftates  of  the  empire ;  and  the  peace  of 
Tefchen,  guarantied  by  Ruffia  and  France,  feemed  to 
have  been  concluded  purpofely  to  prevent,  and  put  a 
final  flop  to,  this  rounding  of  heir  domimoos.  Fre- 
derick, 


VREDBIttCX:      II.,  159^ 

derick,  therefore,  confidered  this  xneafure  as  an  in- 
iradiM  of  chat  peace. 

It  ieemed  no  lefs  furprifing  that  fuch  an  exchange 
Ihould  be  agreed  on  without  the  content  of  the  prince 
who  had  a  right  to  the  fucceflion  of  Bavaria ;  and  the 
fingular  manner  in  which  the  concelfion  of  the  duke 
of  Deux  Pon^had  beendemanded,  gave  rife  to  vari- 
ous fufpicions. 

In  the(e  circumftances,  Frederick  faw  no  means  fb 
proper  to  fruftate  this  fH^ojed,  as  to  form  a  league  with 
the  mc^  powerful  princes  of  Germany,  for  the  defence 
of  the^^/conftitution  of  the  empire.  (78)  The  courts 
of  Saxony,  Brandenbourg,  and  Hanover,  were  the 
leading  members  of  this  confederation.  In  the  end, 
dieele£tor<if  Mayence,  and  feveral  other  princes  of 
the  empire,  acceded  to  ic  The  objcd  of  this  leagtie 
is  folely  to  maintain  the.conftitution  of  the  empire, 
aod  to  defend  it  againft  any  power  whatlbever  who 
may  di&avcr  an  inclination  to  attack  it.  This  league, 
which  announced  nothing  in  fad  but  what  the  empe-- 
ror  might  ealily  fbrefee,  produced  the  efieft  of  flopping 
him  in  his  projeft.  He  renounced,  or  appeared  to 
renounce  its  and  Frederick  terminated  his  politicai 
career  by  xJm  glorious  operation. 


THE 
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THE    LAST    PERIOD. 

ftlVAtE  AND  LlTERAkV  LIFE  OF  FREDERICK.  HIS 
ILLNESS  AND  DEATH.  HIS  INFLUENCE  UPON  THE 
AGE  IN  WHICH  HE  LIVEDO 


WE  have  feen  Frederick,  at  the  head  of  his  ar- 
mies, bidding  defiance^  with  inferior  forces^  to 
the  combined  efforts  of  all  Europe  $  conquering  a  vail 
province  by  his  aftivity  and  courage ;  retaming  it  by 
the  fame  meansj  aided  by  the  inexhauftible  refburces 
of  his  genius;  and  finally  terminating  with  glory  three 
perilous  war$>  during  which  he  frequently^  approached 
the  very  precipice  of  deftruftion-  We  have  obfcrved 
him  employing  the  leifure  hours  of  peace  in  aug- 
menting the  great  refourccs  of  defence,  his  army  and 
his  treafury ;  in  encouraging  agriculturCi  population^ 
and  commerce,  which  mutually  fufftain  each  other; 
and  in  rendering  his  fubjefts  happy,  knowing  that  on 
their  welfare  depends  the  happinefs  of  the  prince. 
We  are  now  upon  the  point  of  viewing  him,  amidft 
the  tranquillity  of  private  life,  ardendy  advancing  in 
the  career  of  the  fciences  and  arts,  and  cultivating 
them  equally  with  fuccefs ;  thus  adding  the  wreathes 
of  Apollo  to  the  triumphant  laurels  of  Bellona.  We 
(hall  perceive  him  difcarding  the  idle  pomp  of  kings, 

placing 
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placing  out  of  fight  the  mafk  of  grandeur,  to  enjoy 
the  Iweets  of  friendfhip,  and  of  thofe  focial  pleafurcs 
which  can  originate  only  fronn  equality,  and  which  fly 
at  the  approach  of  pride.  ^ 

Frederick  was  endowed  by  Heaven  with  one.  of 
thofe  fouls  of  fire,  which,  unable  to  reft  inaftive,  de- 
mands a  continual  aliment.     To  fouls  of  this  ftannp 
has  the  world  become  indebted  for  great  men  of  all 
denominations.      Sequeftered  by   an  auftere  father 
from  all  the  pleafures  of  his  age,  his  aftivity  took  a 
difFerent  diredlion,  and  he  fought  his  amufement  ia 
ftudy.    The  conftraint  under  which  he  lived,  com-^ 
preflSng  the  energy  of  his  mind,  only  gave  a  frelh 
fpring  to  the  heroic  virtues  and  extraordinary  talent3 
which  he  afterwards  dilplayed.     The  contempt  enter- 
tained by  his  father  for  letters,  and  theobftacles  which 
he  oppofed  againft  the  ftudies  of  his  fon,  did  but  fcrvc 
to  give  him  a  higher  relifh  for  the  charms  of  appli- 
cation, and  inipire  him  with  more  zeal  amidft  his  en- 
deavours to  accelerate  his  progrefs  in  the  purfujt. 
Himfelf  a  viftim  to  defpotifm,  having  feen  the  fwprd 
of  arbitrary  power  fufpended,  for  fome  moments,  over 
his  own  head,  and,  at  length,  fl^riking  ofi^  that  of  his 
friend,  he  conceived  an  infiirmountable  horror  againft 
arbitrary  fway,  and,  before  he  afcended  the  throne,  he 
made  preparations  for  the  introduftion  of  a  fyftem  of 
government  founded  upon  the  principles  of  juftice, 
mildnefs,  and  moderation. 

Madame  dc  Recoule,  his  governels,  had  fami- 
liarized him,  at  an  early  age,  to  the  beft  works  of  the 
French  poets^  and  he  became  an  cnthufiafti^  adi«ircr 

Voi..  IL  M  of 


of  the  charms  of  harmony ;  thefe  pure  cji^joyments 
once  tailed,  afforded  him  a  refource  in  his  afBidions, 
and  their  endearing  frequency,  at  length,,  converted 
them  into  neceffary  purfuits.  Hq  cultivated  poetry, 
eloquence,  and  muflc ;  he  ftudied  hiftory>  which  un- 
veiled to  him  the  faults  of  fovereigns,  and  pointed  out 
the  genuine  paths  of  glory  s  politics,  which  enlightened 
bim.  refpcAing  his  teaj  jptereftsj  £|nd  philofqpby, 
which  infpired  him  with  a  wfte  for  all  the  yirtvie** . 
•  But  why  (hould  we  labour. to  paint  Frederick? 
Let  us  adopt  rather  the  pQrt^it  which  he  ^ves  of  him* 
fclf  in  the  Epiftle  to  his  Miad : 


To  future,  candid  readers  of  my  rbime, 
(Should  it's  duration  pierce  the  ihades  of  time. 
Or  place  thee  in  the  fafhionable  world,) 
Reveal  the  bard  whofe  aftive  Mufe  unfurl'd 
Her  flag  on  Helicon  j  fought  pleafure*s  way. 
And,  vacant  hours  t6  chcar,  attdn'd  the  lay. 

Tell  that  my  cradle  was  hefet  with  arfnsj 
"Whilft,  rear*d  within  the  bofom  of  alarms, ' 
My  nurfcries  (how  flern  a  fire's  commands !) 
Were  camps ;  my  play«>mate3  tiYilitary  bands. 
Say  that,  in  fchools  of  greateft  captains  train'xi, 
I,  to  the  various  arts  of  war  attaim'd* 
Nor  more  by  Mars  than  by  Minerva  preft. 
The  mild  purfuits  of  peace  have  footh'd  my  breaiL 
Th'  Athenian  ray,  with  Spartan  flame  combiri'd, 
Illuili'd  a  poHfli'dand  a  dauntlefs  mind. 
And,  yet,  not  learned,  but  fair  Learning's  friend, 
I,  "to  her  lures,  with  cautious  love,  attend  j 
A  fimple  vot'ry,  to  her  (hrine  repair '; 
Nor,  'flfvidft  the  croud  of  M«m;'ry'&daugfa(er%.daret 
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All-ardor,  to  the  heights  of  fame  afpir^. 
And  ftrike,  with  their*s,  thcetnulating  lyre. 
Far  more  intent  rajr  humbler  flights  to  bound, 
Nor  let  my  .ftraitts  in  lofty  notes  rcfoiind, 
I,  wifli  fome  thought  with  juftice  toexprefs. 
And  give  to  reas'ning  profe  a  cadenc'd  drefs. 

Siy,  I  wilhftood  afflidHon^s  ruthlefs  fllow'ir^ 
And,  in  the  conteft,  foar'd  above  her  poVr  j 
Whilft,  borne  on  royalty's  refplendertt  iJrings, 
I  rofe  into  the  throne  of  Pruilia's  kings* 

AfBrm  that  the'philofophy,  which  wato'd 
My  pliant  foul,  my  life  reform'd ; 
That,  when  the  fyftcm  of  the  gods  I  heard,  ^ 

My  harp  to  arts  faftidious  I  prcferr'd  i 
That,  not  an  enfemy  to  Zeno^s  fchools^ 
Of  Epicurus  i  efteetti'd  the  rules, 
Obey'd  the  laws  which  flow  from  nature's  plan> 
Mark'd  where  the  monarch  differs  from  the  man^ 
Could,  as  a  king,  perhaps,  feverely  reign^ 
Vet,  oft,  become  a  citizen  huinane. 
Though  at  the  fame  I  could,  with  joy,  have  gar'^^ 
Which  crown'd  Akides,  and  on  Csfc^r  blaz'di 
From  choice,  I  wifli'd  no  virtue  to  farfake, , 
But)  Ariftides  my  example  tnake ! 

When  wearied  Fates  no  more  the  fpindle  tend> 
But,  clip  the  thread,  and  bid  exigence  ehd  s 
Whilft  Satire  lifts  a  daflard  arm,  to  turn 
Her  envious  fliaft  againft  my  fun'ral  urn. 
Then,  fay  (defpifing  all  the  wiles  (he  tries. 
Whether  from  rage  or  folly  they  arife. 
Or  from  the  dark  and  falfely-flaiid'ring  heart, 
VS/liich  aims  at  virtue's  vulnerable  part,) 

M  2  That 
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That  cafe  ftill  rcign'd  unmov'd  within  my  breaft. 
Though  ccnfure  mcnac'd,  and  though  praifc  carcfs'd : 
That  to  poflcrity  I  dare  appeal ! 
Thcir*«  IS  the  right  to  judges  bccaufc  they  feci. 

From  a  tafte  for  letters,  to  an  eftccm  fer  thofe  who 
cultivate  them,  the  tranfition  is  imperceptible.  Fre- 
derick admired  Voltaire,  Maupertuis,  s'Gravcfandc, 
Algarotti,  and  RoUin,  as  he  admired  Alexander, 
Charles  XII.  Guftavus  Adolphus,  the  eleftor  Frcdc- 
dck- William,  and  Peter  the  Firft.  He  glowed  with 
the  defire  of  imitating  both  the  one  and  the  other. 

It  is  alledged,  however,  that  in  his  youth  he  conceived 
that  natural  horror  for  war  and  combats  which  is  to 
be  furmounted  only  by  the  love  of  glorj^ ;  and  his  con- 
du£t  on  the  firft  vidtory  which  he  gained  feems  to  cor- 
roborate this  opinion ;  but  fo  far  from  tarnifhing  his 
fame,  this  faft,  if  well  founded,  does  but  render  it 
more  brilliant.  It  is  difficult  to  become  a  hero  and  a 
great  captain,  even  when  the  heart  becomes  impaf- 
fioned  with  the  love  of  war;  but  to  rife  into  the 
greateft  warrior  of  his  own,  nay,  poffibly,  of  paftages, 
againft  his  native  difpofition,  was  a  glory  referved  for 
Frederick  the  Second. 

In  the  firft  moment  when  he  became  an  eye-witnefs 
of  the  fcenes  of  war,  his  fenfible  heart  was  (hocked, 
and  fome  of  the  earlieft  of  his  verfes  which  have 
reached  us  were  written  on  the  campaign  of  17  J4»  If 
they  cannot  be  mentioned  as  models  of  poetry  j  at 
Icaftjthey  arc  notdeftituteof  eafe,  of  philofophic  fen- 

timents. 


FREDERICK      II.  165 

timcnts,  and  of  poetic  fancy.     It  is  thus  that  he  ex- 
claims againil  the  fHX>fecution  of  war : 

Thou  !  bitter  curfeT  which  can  of  fenfe  the  mind  difarmy.- 

Force  frantic  ilian  to  raife  his  fangulnary  arm. 

And,  unrelu£hint,  quit  the  academic  groves, 

For  fcenes  where.  Horror  at  bis  fide,  fell  Murder  roves  ! 

From  choice,  I  wilh'd  no  virtue  tofbrfake. 

But,  Ariftides  my  example  make* 

That  his  tafte  was  not,  as  yet,  tots^Uy  refinisd  by  hi$ 
connexion  with  Voltaire,  and  t|iat  he  was  ftill  a  ftraii*» 
ger  to  that  unity  of  fentiment  and  exprcffion  which 
conftitutc  the  (charm  of  all  good  works,  is  evidepf  from 
the  following  lines : 

Throughout  my  office  ftill  to  perfever^y 
Nor  let  one  a£):  of  cruelty  appear. 
Proves  that  to  Paphia's  courts  I  could  repair^ 
And  love's  delights  without  (heir,  venom*  (hare. 

About  the  fame  time,  he  compofed  an  ode  to  ho- 
nour, the  laft  ftrophe  of  which  appears  diftated  by  the 
heart, 

O  !  Fame !  around  whofe  fhrine,  with  vows  finccre. 

My  pleafures  and  my  paffions,  charm'd,  appear : 

0  !  Fame  !  in  whom  with  ardor  1  confide. 

My  adions  deign  to  brighten  and  to  guide  ! 

'Tis  thine,  though  Death  condu£t  me  to  the  grave. 

One  fpark  from  his  remorfetefs  grafp  to  fave ! 

Come  I  feize  it,  as  it  glows  within  my  heart ! 

Point  to  the  fplendid  goal !  and  bid  it  ftart  I 

With  hafte,  to  run  thy  vaft  career  I  fly  ! 

For  thee!  alone,  I  livef  For  thee  !  would  die/ 
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It  was  in  1736  that  he  wrote,  for  .the  firfl:  time,  to 
Voltaire.  His  letter  was  well  calculated  to  feducc  a 
philofopher,  (79)  and  efpccially  fuch  a  philofopter  as 
Voltaire,  who  poffeffed  fcarccly  lefe  vanity  than  ge- 
nius. The  nioft  unqualified  flattery  was  lavifticd  on 
the  philofopher,  ^o  couW  not  bijt  Tetmn  the  com- 
pliment  in  ^hc  fame  fort  of  homage.  Frederick,  ftill 
doubtful  of  attaining  the  glory  of  a  hero,  wiihed  to  cn- 
fure  himfelf,  at  leaft,  the  reputation  of  a  man  of  let- 
ters, and  no  means  appeared  to  him  fo  likely  to  raife 
the  notes  in  his' favour  from  the  hundred  trumpets  of 
Renown  as  the  commendations  of  Voltaire,  Frede- 
rick was  then  preparing  his  refutation  of  ^he  Prince  cf 
Macbiavely  and  who  more  proper  than  Voltaire  to 
give  6clat  to  hisKterary  outfet  ?  He  imagined,  that, 
by  becoming  the  editor  of  Voltaire,  the  poet  would 
not  refufe  to  render  hirri  the  fame  fervice.  The  Hen- 
riad  was  then  printing  in  England,  and  Algarotti, 
with  whonv  the  prince  royal  w^?  in  correfpondence^ 
happening ,t;Q  be  in  Lpndon,  he  employed  him  to  get 
the  whole  Henriad  engraved  in  copper  plate,  and  the 
edition  completed  with  the  utmoft  poflTihle  magnifi- 
cence. He  compqfed  at  the  fame  time  a  preface,  in 
which  he  ftiles  Voltaire,  prince  af  the  Frdrnkpoetrfy  a 
vajl  genius y  antim^fajublimetmderfiandingy  Sec.  Un* 
luckily  for  the  edition,  Frederick's  father  died,  Al- 
garotti quitted  London,  and  Frederick,  who  foon 
found  an  opportunity  of  interweaving  the  laurels  of 
vidory  with  the  crown  he  had  received^  forgqjt  the 
flenriad^  and  fliew  into  Silefia. 

Yhc  preface,  hqwever,   was  completed,   and  the 

kjng's 
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king's  mtehtion  appearrdfe  flatiteriog^  U  tjlidraw  ^er 
it  the  gratitude  of  Vokaiirc,  •.  . 

'    iThekiQg  had  finUhed  bis  oriticilbn  on  the  Prince  oC 
MaCbiavtl;  and  a  hook^  which  .in  :ouif  age  did  no( 
merit  a  reply,  was  ably  rcfuficd  by  Frederick,  who  by 
this!  peiiferiiance  anofiimced  at  )taft%>  Siurope  hil ' 
intention  of  carrying  with  hinn  to  ti^e.  throne  jufticfti 
equity, ^moderations  «Sid  an  ihviofabk.obfervance  of 
his  words  and  aSbrded  the  moft  flattering  and.  mo(( 
brilliant  expefbations  from  his  reign..    Frederick  fcntj 
his  mamifcript  to  be  correfted  by  Voitaire,  and  the 
philofbplier,  in  his  preface  to  the  work^^  repaid  th« 
king  for  all  the  culogiutns  which  he  had  recfived  from 
him  in  that  of  the  Heirfiad.  (8q)    Previous  tq  jhe 
jprinting"  of  this  work,  he  had  art  interview  wi^h  >ho 
king  near  Clev'es,  and  faid  to  hiin,;ift  ipcaking  of  the 
Anti-Machiavel,  "  Sire,  had  I  beesn.  Machiavd,  and 
**  could  have  obt&dned  accefs  to  a  young  king,  the  firft 
^^  thing  I  ftiould  have  done  w6uld  have  been  to  advife 
'^  hrm  to  write  againtt  me."  (81)  He  repr^fe^ted  to 
him,  nexertbelefs,  that  it  might  be  as  well  not  to  pub-» 
li(h  the  book  precrfely  at  a  moment  when  he  might  be 
reproached  with  violating  its  precepts,  alluding  to  his 
recent  tranfaftion  with  the  biihop  of  Liege «     Fret 
deride  fcemed  fenfible  of  this  objection,  and  fufferecl 
him  to  fufpend  the  edition;    but.  the  bookfeller  rtr 
quiring  much  nnoney  as  a  conipenfation  to  himjbr  ^ 
the  propofed  delay,  and  the  king  being,  at  heart,  not 
forry  to  appear  in  print,  chofe  rather  to  indulge  his 
wiftics  at  free  coft,  than  pay  for  leaviag  them  unr 
gratified^  (8a) 

M  4  The 
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The  Anti-M achiavd  b  not  the  only  work  in  which 
Frederick  wifiied  to  give  the  world  a  favouraUe  idea 
of  his  heart  and  his  intentions.  His  poetry  breathes 
in  every  line  the  love  of  humanity  and  juftice,  and  he 
perpetually  {Mmdi^  Titus  and  Marcus  Aureltus  for 
examples  in  pM^^d  the  eledor  Freddtk^Willtam 
in  time  of  war.  (83^ 

The  firft  words  which  he  addrefled  to  his  minifters, 
in  announcing  the  death  of  his  father,  were  well  worthy 
of  Trajan  or  Mancus  Aurelius.  •  «  Our  firft  care,"  he 
obferved,  ^'  Ihould  be  to  promote  the  happinefs  of 
*'  our  dominions,  and  that  of  every  one  of  our  fubje£ts. 
*•  It  is  our  will  that  you  (hould  not  opprefs  them  to 
"  enrich  yourfclves,  but  rather  have  before  your  eyes 
•*  the  profperity  of  the  country  as  well  as  our  interefl  i 
*'  for,  thefe  two  objefts  are  inleparable." 

We  know  in  what  manner  Frederick  efpoufed  the 
queen.  (84)  When  he  mounted  the  throne,  Ibme 
change  was  apprehended  with  refpeS:  to  that  princefs. 
The  day  of  Frederick-William's  death,  the  court  at- 
tended to  congratulate  Frederick  11.  and  then  pafled 
into  the  queen's  apartment,  to  pay  the  fame  compli- 
ment to  her  majefty,  many  of  them  fearing,  however, 
that  fhe  would  not  long  retain  the  title  they  were  about 
to  give  her.  The  queen,  who  always  loved  Frede- 
rick, and  never  fpoke  of  him  but  with  the  livelieft  con- 
cern, received  their  compliments  with  the  affability  (b 
natural  to  her  charaAer  ;  yet,  uneaflnefs  lay  hidden  in 
her  heart.  How,  therefore,  was  her  anxiety  aug* 
mented  on  feeing  the  doors  fuddenly  thrown  open, 
and  the  couniers  ranging  themfelves  to  make  way  for 

the 
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the  king,  who  was  entering  her  apartment!     Not 

doul^ng  that  this  unexpected  vifit  announced  her 

difgrace  and  the  lofs  of  her  huiband,  (he  trembled  at 

having  {o  many  wimefTes  of  her  misfortune.    Scarcely 

did  her  confufion  and  weaknefs  aUo^jjb^ri^  rife  to  re« 

ceive  the Un^jj^ind  fbe  was oblig#A  Iflfton  one  o€ 

her  ladies,  whilft  (he  advanced  to  mecf  him.     She  was 

uttering  a  few  broken  words,  as  an  apology  for  he* 

emotion,    when   Frederick,    interrupting  her,  faid, 

**  Madam,  the  whole  kingdom  know  in  what  manner 

**  I  accompanied  jfou  to  the  altar :  You  know  yourfelf 

*^  how  I  have  lived  with  you  fince  that  time:"    [this 

beginning  encreafed  the  queen's  uneafinefs,  and  fhtf 

was  on  the  point  of  fainting  away :]  "  you  imagine> 

**  perhaps,  now  that  I  am  mailer  of  my  aftions,  that 

•*  I  ihall  renounce  engagements  I  contrafted  againft  my 

*'  will,  and  which  have  been  fo  ill  complied  with  on 

**  my  part ;  but,  know.  Madam,  that  your  patience, 

^<  your  tendemefs,  your  unalterable  gendenefs,  and  a 

<^  thoufand  other  virtues  with  which  you  are  endowed, 

*^  have  long  opened  my  eyes.     Hitherto,  ibmething 

*^  in  my  charafter  (call  it  what  you  pkafe)  has  pre-, 

**  vented  me  from  making  this  avowal;  I  wiflicd  to 

<«  delay  it  till  the  moment,  when,  in  doing  it,  I  might 

*'  convince  the  whole  world  that  it  was  entirely  free 

^«  and  voluntary.     This  moment.  Madam,  is  arrived, 

<'  and  I  invite  you  to  fhare  with  me  a  throne  of  which 

"  you  are  fo  wbrthy.     Forget,  I  beiaech  you,  every 

"  paft  adof  injuftice;  or,  ifyouftill  retain  any  recol- 

"  ledtion  of  them,  let  it  only  ferve  to  augment  the 

«'  glory  of  your  triumph." 

The 


The  qoccn  dowager  had  no  left  reaibn  to  be  fads- 
fied  with  the  tendernefs  and  refpeA  e€  Frederick: 
he  beflowed  on  her  the  title  (^  queen  mother,  and 
when  fte  attempted  to  caB  him,  Yo«r  Majefty,  "  Call 
^  me  always  ymrjhn^**  aniWered  Frederick  5  *'  a  titk 
*»  inoreprecr^s  io  me  than  the  royal  digmffy.**  (t0 

Voltaire  was  watching  the  moment  when  his  friend 
Frederick  fliould  be  decorated  with  a  crown,  and/was 
the  firft  poet  who  congratulated  him  on  his  accef- 
fion.  (86)  We  have  not  the  anfwer  made  to  him  by 
Frederick,  but  Voltaire  replied  by  the  well-known 
piece,  commencing, 

\Vhat !  r;iis*d  to  empire  !  and,  yet,  love  your  friend  f 

In  the  firft  year  of  his  reign,  Frederick  thought  d 
reftoring  the  academy  of  fctenc($  of  Berlin,  founded 
by  his  grandfather  Frederick  L 

This  fociety,  wluch  owes  its  origin  to  the  vanity  d 
ibat  prince^  rather  than  to  his  information,  was  founded 
in  1700.  Its.  ovitfet  was  not  bdlKant,  nor  could  it 
be  ezpeded>  confidering  the  fituation  of  Frederick  i* 
It  was  then  in  agitation  in  Gennany  tQ  reform  the 
calendar  f  and  this  prince,  who  had  already  iovndti 
an  academy  of  painting,  fculpture,  and  arcfaite&ure, 
in  imitation  of  Louts  XIV,  eredted  likewife  an  aca- 
demy of  fciences  to  eflFcduate  this  reform.  (87)  The 
afananacks  whjch  they  publilbed  were  fold  for  the 
profit  of  the  alcademy,  and  their  produce,  which 
amounted,  in  the  firft  years,  to  400  crowns,  conftitutecj 
the  foie  fund  of  this  ilhiftrious  fociety. 

As  almariack-makiiig  is  no^the  byfincfs  ofevfO" 

day, 
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day,  tfar  academidans  w^re  charged  alfo  ti^kh  the  fra^ 

f  agaiim  of  the  faith i  and  foreign  mffiens.    ^^  As  it  is 

*^  certain  and  admitted,"  fays  Frederick  I.  in  the  fun- 

datoiy  diploma  of  ^  acadenfiy,  **  that  found  ideas 

*'  of  God,  rdig^n,  andworlhip,  and  the  Ghriftian  vir- 

*^  tues  in  gen«fal,  cannot  be  fetter  difFufed,  taught, 

<*  and  incidcated,   ai  well  throughout  the  Chriftian 

*^  world,  as  among  qatbns  deftitute  of  the  light  of  the 

'*  Gofpel,  than  by  men,  who  join  to  integrity  of  life^ 

^«  and  innocence  of  manners^  a  profound  knowledge 

<^  of  divine  and  human  truths ;   our  will  is,  and  we 

^^  enjoin  our  fociety,  to  labour,  under  our  aufpices, 

^'  in  conveying  and/preading  the  pure  worjhip  of  the  di^ 

*^  vinity  among  the  moji  diftant  nations^  and  into  tbofe 

''  countries  ftill  enveloped  in  the  darknefi  of  tbegrojfefi 

^^  ignorance.^' > 

Such  was  the  fociety  of  which  Leibnitz,  the  greateft 
philofopher  of  Germany,  was  made  prefident. 

The  i^w  academy,'  however,  remained  ten  years 
without  obfervatory,  buildings,  or  even  holding  an 
affemhly,  Gottfried  Kirch,  wjip  was  fent  for  to  Ber- 
lin frorp  Guben,.  was  the  only  academician  who  took 
any  pains  concerning  it»  He  calciil^ed,  and  pub- 
lilhed  yearly,  the  ftate  of  the  heavens  5  hut  not  a  mem- 
ber as  yet;  thought  of  fetting  put  to  plant  the  faith 
among  tlie  Hurons  or  the  Samoiedes. 

At  length,  on  the  19th  of  January,  1711,  an  ob- 
fervatory, a  hall  for  affembling,  a  writing-table,  and  a 
chair  to  lean  on,  were  granted  them ;  a  minifter  of  ftace, 
named  Printzen,  pronounced  a  very  fmgular  (88) 
Latin  difcourfe,  the  firft  ever  delivered  in  that  aflem-r 

bly. 
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biy,  but  which  has  been  long  followed  by  many  others 
of  the  fame  naturej  frequently  proceeding  from  the 
mouths  of  peHonages  not  leis  important. 

From  this  period  the  academy  held  regular  meet- 
ings^ and  we  fee,  in  its  hiftory,  that  the  members,  in- 
Head  of  travelling  to  propagate  the  faith  among  the 
barb^ous  nations,  employed  themlelves  in  encoura« 
ging  the  plantation  of  mulberry-trees  in  Branden- 
boiirg. 

The  death  of  Frederick  L  obferves  the  hillorian  of 
the  academy,  operated  as  a  thunder-ftroke  to  the  fo- 
cicty.  We  have  fcen  in  what  eftimation  Frederick- 
William  held  both  faiences  and  fcienti6c  men.  Du- 
ring his  reign,  eclipfes  were  ill  predided,  die  planta- 
tions of  mulberries  were  neglefked,  and  Leibnitz, 
whofe  pcnfion  was  ill  paid,  troubled  himfelf  very  little 
with  either  the  making  of  Chriftians  or  the  nourifliing 
of  filk- worms. 

Frederick- William,  however,  to  whom  propofals 
were  fubmitted  for  eftablifhing  a  fchool  of  anatomy  at 
the  academy^  much  approved  of  the  idea,  as  good  fur- 
geons  are  neceflary  in  an  army  s  and^  therefore,  it  was 
founded  on  the  1 5th  of  May,  1 7 17. 

Leibnitz  dying  in  17 16,  Frederick- William  af- 
fented  to  the  appointment  of  a  fucceflbr,  and  the 
choice  fell  on  James-Paul  Gundling.  But,  this  new 
prcfident  muft  not  be  confounded  with  his  brother,  a 
much  cfteemed  man  of  letters,  who  lived  at  Halle.  The 
former  was  a  fort  of  dignified  fool,  the  butt  of  all  the 
railleries  of  court  and  city,  and  one  whom  the  king  ap- 
peared diverted  to  bedaub  with  titles  of  every  fort, 

for 
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for  the  purpofe  of  rendering  him  ftiil  more  ri- 
diculous. He  was  a  whimfical  compofition  of 
pride  and  pedantry,  of  ferioufiiefs  and*  jeft,  of 
gravity  and  buffoonery,  of  folly  and  vain  boaft- 
ing.  The  author  from  whom  I  borrow  this  ac- 
count, reprelents  him  marching  with  his  head  thrown 
back,  a  haughty  countenance,  a  look^  mod  laughably 
diidainful,  large  unmeaning  eyes,  projedting  lips,  and 
the  ftately  ftep  of  a  Spaniard.  His  drels  perfeftly 
correfponded  with  his  perfon.  Upon  days  of  cere- 
mony it  confided  of  a  black  velvet  coat,  with  gold 
buttons  and  button-holes,  fdlarlet  facings  from  his 
fleeves  up  to  his  fhoulders,  a  gold  brocaded  waiflcoat 
hanging  over  his  knees,  red  dockings  with  gold 
clocks,  fquare-toed  flioes  with  red  heels,  a  huge  white 
peruke  in  the  Spanilh  faihion,  falling  on  his  haunches, 
on  which  was  planted  a  little  hat  with  white  feathers. 
Such  was  the  worthy  fucceflbr  of  the  great  Leibjiitz 
in  the  prefidency  of  the  academy  of  Berlin.  With 
all  thcfe  Iplendid  qualities,  the  prefidcnt  was  rather 
fond  of  the  juice  of  the  grape,  and,  as  he  often  took 
more  than  he  could  carry,  the  fmall  pprtion  of  good 
lenfe  he  had  in  his  brain  was  frequently  difturbed. 
This  lingular  man  died  in  1732,  and  was  buried  with 
great  ceremony  in  a  barrel. 

Nor  did  his  death  exhauft  the  ridicule  which  Fre- 
derick-William was  determined  to  throw  upon  this 
poor  academy ;  h^  chofe  another  madman  to  replace 
him,  whom  he  named  vice-prefident.  This  was 
count  Stein,  whofe  letters  patent  we  have  laid  before 
the  reader  in  the  firft  volume. 

The 
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The  academy  of  painting  and  Ihilptiire  t^as  not  in 
ft  much  more  brilliant  fituMtidn.  There  titere  no 
longer  any  aflenablies,  ndr  dki  the  fneitibers  receive 
any  pay.'  Peffie,  the  dircftor,  quitted  hiftorical 
paintings  for  portraits 5  'cabinet  ftiakers  -fet  themfelvcs 
up  for  {culptors>  and  comnnon  maibns  for  ^rchitefb. 

It  was  with  ttsifon  that  Frederick  IL  thought  of 
teffcoring  fuch  an  academy.  He  formed  the  projeft 
of  giving  them  a  more  commodious  buildihg ;  he 
aflced  for  the  lift  ofpenfions,  ftfuck  outibme  ridi- 
tulous  members,  named  others  more  deceftt  in  their 
places,  and  f\ibftituted>  for  count  Steitt,  the  celebrated 
Mau^ertuis,  who  poflefTed  infinitely  more  know- 
ledge, but  not  much  lefs  vanity  than  his  two  imme- 
diate predcceflbrs.  The  philofbpher  was  invited  by 
a  very  gracious  letter  to  repair  to  Berlin.  Mau- 
pertuis,  who  marked  every  opportunity  of  playing  a 
part  with  ftill  more  accuracy  than  he  calculated  the 
degrees  of  the  equator,  joyfully  accepted  Frederick's 
propofition,  and  fct  out  from  Paris  for  the  capitkl  of 
Pruffia. 

The  Silefian  war  fufpended,  for  fome  time,  the 
projedts  of  the  king  refpedling  his  academy,  krid,  in 
the  interim,  fome  inhabitants  of  Berlin  fornrleil^  lite- 
rary fociety,  and  obtained  the  king's  permiflidn  to 
aflcmble  in  one  of  the  apartments  of  the  caftle. 

Algarotti,  a  learned  Venetian,  who  in  17  3S  had 
publifhed  his  Italian  dialogues  on  light,  colours,  and 
attradion*,  came  to  Berlin  with  his  bvothter  ift  J^ine, 

•  DiaJogbi /opra  la  luce,  i  itUry  i.T aar<titiai». 

1740. 
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1740*  The  king  give  them  a  favourable  reception, 
and  created  thenti  counts.  It  was  a£  thi&.  period  that 
(as  we  have  already  remarked)  h€  recalled^  Wolf,  and 
made  him  chancellor  of  the  univerfity  of  3E4aIle,  from 
which  he  had  been  driven  by  the  terribk  Frederick- 
William.        - 

When  Frederick  went  upon  a  journey  into  Cleves, 
Voltaire,  who  was  then  at  Bniffeh,  fent  the  king  fome 
verfes  by  a  wine-merchant,  named  Honiy  who  found 
him  indifpofed  with,  a  fever  at  Wefel,.  He  anfwered 
the  poet  in  the  following  flanzast 

Your  Kn^s,  and  pajipott  in  his  hand^, 
^roud  of  the  precious  charge  he  bears. 

And  dignified  by  your  comtnands, 
H^i  to  W^^ili  fooii,  repairs. 

Ah  !  prieft  of  Bacchus !  I  exclaim'd  : 

Commiferate  my  lingering  pain  I 
What  wines  can  cure  a  heart  inflam'd  f 

I  dare  not  drink  when  fevers  reign. 

<<  ApdU,  wb$  ctmpcs^d  theft  Jays^ 

<«  O/vitfe  andphjfic  is  the  god. 
**  Obfirve^  as  on  th  lyre  be  plays^ 

*^  Health  comesy  obedient  to  his  nod!** 

(Thus  Ibni  fpoke).  .  .  .  Your  lines  I  read: 

Again,  I  read:    Joy  fill'd  my  bread  ! 
*Twas  tranfport,  all  I     Pale  ficknefs  fled. 
And  life,  with  thefe^  my  frame  carefs'd. 

.  •<    '^ Plcafore  and  ftrength  your  Mof?  confers  L 
-  -:f  : :   >,  Rais'd.by  your  art^  one  fingle  bound, 
.  .  . ,  Whilft  prompt  defire  applies  th,e  fpurs, 
Shall,  bring  me  upon  Auftrian  ground. 

Soon 
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Soon  at  the  week  (halt  glide  away. 

To  Hbmei 's  rival  Til  repair ; 
From  the  proud  court  rejoice  to  ftray. 

And  pafs  my  moments  with  Vtbainm  , 

.    Fly  I«-my  precurfor  t  Hmu!  fly  I 
And,  ftiU«  thy  new  diploma  hold  I 
Of  thee  while  im'reft  is  the  tie. 
My  arms  a  great  man  (hall  enfold. 

Frederick  foon  after  fet  out  for  Silcfia,  and,  pre- 
vious to  his  departure,  fpent  three  days  in  his  padace 
with  Voltaire.  (89)  The  battle  of  Molwitz  convinced 
the  Auftrians  of  the  difcipline,  experience^  and  cou- 
rage of  the  troops  who  were  the  objefts  of  dieir  at- 
tacks ;  and  Frederick,  fome  years  after,  celebrated  in 
a  poem  his  principal  officers  who  fell  in  that  engage- 
ment. (90) 

The  toils  of  war  did  not  make  him  negleft  the 
Mufes  I  Frederiidk  took  with  him  into  Silefia  Mau- 
pertuis,  and  Du  Han,  his  ancient  preceptor.  He  cor- 
rclponded  with  literary  men,  ftudied  and  made  verfes. 
He  compofed  fomc  poetry  after  the  battle  of  Mol- 
witz, and  the  capture  of  Neiflfe,  which  immediately 
followed  that  vidtory.  Thefe  two  pieces  have  not 
been  publiftied,  but  it  appears  from  a  letter  written 
to  him  by  Voltaire  the  12 1  ft  of  December,  that  they 
were  not  deftroyed.  (91)  Voltaire  himfelf  celebrated 
the  affair  of  Molwitz.  (92) 

It  is  a  flngular  circumftance,  and  difficult  to  eKrr 
plain,  that  Rollin,  who  had  mainuined  a  -conftant 
correfpondence  with  Frederick  in  his  retirement  at 
Rheinfberg,  fhould  difcontinuc  it  In  the  very  moment 

when 
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when  he  was  feated  oh  the  throne.  Frederick  wrote 
to  him  as  to  all  other  friends,  to  announce  his  acccflion, 
to  which  RoUin  anfwered,  '*  That  as  he  refpcfted  his 
"  important  occupations,  and  as  the  king  had,  now, 
**  no  counfel  to  take  but  from  his  own  honour,  he 
**  ihould  no  longer  enjoy  that  of  writing  to  him/'** 
Perhaps-  the  timid  confcicnce  of  the  good  RoBin 
-would  not  permit  him  to  continue  a  corrclpondence 
with  an  heretical  prince^  and  his  cbnfefTor  might  have 
ordered  him  totally  to  drop  it. 

In  1741,  Frederick  addreffed  an  epiftle  to  Kayfer- 
ling,  under  the  name  of  Ca^farion^  beginning  with 
thcfe  verfes : 

Say!  can  the  babbling  lines  I  write. 
Your  ftill  unwearied  ear  delight  ? 

This  was  the  fame  Kayfeding,  on  whofe  death  he, 
afterwards,  compofed  a  poem,  which,  certainly,  was 
not  the  beft  that  has  proceeded  from  his  pen.  The 
following  lines  are  extrafbed  as  fpecimens  of  his  en- 
deavours to  appear  fentimental : 

Airs  loft  !    I,  for  a  friend  belov'd,  but  breathlers,  moan. 
And  feem,  without  him,  in  this  ample  world,  alone. 
Like  quickly  fleeting  (hades  tbofe  halcyon  days  are  run. 
When  both  our  faithful  hearts*  cemented  into  one. 
Freely  to  each  difclos'd  it^s  pleafure  and  it*scare. 
And  fcorn'd  the  talle  of  joys  which  either  might  not  fliare.' 

*  See  Life  of  Rollin,  hi  the  Hiftory  of  the  Royal  Academy  af 
Belles  Lettres.     Tome  VIII. 

Vol.  II.  N  To 
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T5  thefe  coequal  was  the  claim; 
Our  thoughts  and  habits  prov'd  the  fame. 
Participation  chofe  the  gen'rous  bond  to  form. 
Cold  indifference  ne'er  try'd 
The  union  to  divide, 
'Midft  contention's  angry  ftorit!. 

*  Voltaire  was  not  fo  fcrupulous  as  RoUin,  and  fcl* 
dom  fufFercd  a  week  to  elapfe  without  writing  to  his 
hero,  or  making  fome  verfes  in  his  commendation. 
Upon  the  ajd  of  March,  1742,  the  king  wrote  to 
him,  from  his  head  quarters  at  Selowitz,  a  letter  fo 
filled  with  wit,  that  we  flatter  ourfelvcs  the  reader  will 
not  be  difpleafcd  at  its  infcrtion* 

"  My   DEAR  VoLtairi, 

*'  I  am  afraid  to  write  to  you ;  for,  I  have  no 
*^  news,  except  of  that  kind  which  muft  either  merit 
*'  your  indifference,  or  excite  your  deteftation.  Were 
f^  I  to  tell  you,  for  example,  that  the  peq)le  of  two 
*'  different  countries  in  Germany  have  ifTued  forth 
*'  from  the  depth  of  their  dwellings  to  cut  throats 
"  with  other  nations  of  whofe  name  even  they  were 
^  ignorant,  and  whom  they  have  gone  in  fearch  of 
*^  into  a  very  remote  country ;  and  for  what  reafon  ? 
*"  Becaufe  their  malter  has  made  a  contrad  with  ano- 
*'  tha;  prince,  and  they  wifti  jointly  to  mafTacre  a 
*'  third :  in  fuch  a  cafe,  you  would  anfwer,  that  they 
*'  are  fools,  blockheads,  and  madmen,  thus  to  make 
**  themfelves  inftruments  of  the  caprice  and  barbarity 
^•*^  of  their  maftefs. 

**  Should  I  add  that  we  are  prepating  with  infinite 
c  *  s^rpains 
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^  pains  to  dcmolifli  a  few  walls  erefted  at  a  vaft  ex- 
'^  penee  5  that  we  are  reaping  where  we  have  not 
"  fown,  and  are  mafters  where  no  perfon  is  ftrong 
**  enough  to  refift  us ;  you  would  exclaim,  "  Ah ! 
**  barbarians,  ah !  robbers,  inhuman  as  you  are ! 
*^  The  unjujl'\  would  you  add,  ^^  Jhall  not  inherit  the 
^'  kingdom  ofheaven^  according  to  St.  Matthew ^  chap. 
^*  xii.  verje  34.*' 

^*  Bemg  no  ftranger  to  what  would  prove  your  ob- 
*'  fervattons  concerning  theft  points,  I  (hall  not  fpeak 
*^  of  them,  but  content  myfelf  with  informing  you, 
**  that  a  man  of  whom  you  have  heard  by  the  name 
**  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  learning  that  the  ftates  of 
**  his  ally  were  ruined  by  the  queen  of  Hungary,  has 
**  flown  to  his  fuccour ;  that  he  has  joined  his  troops 
"  with  thofe  of  the  king  of  Poland,  to  operate  a  di- 
**  vcrfion  in  Lower  Auftria,  in  which  he  has  fo  well 
**  fucceeded,  that  he  Ihordy  expefts  to  attack  the 
**  principal  forces  of  the  queen  of  Hungary  for  the 
^*  fervice  of  his  ally.  Here  is  generofity !  you  will 
**  fay;  here  is  heroifm  I  Yet,  dear  Voltaire,  this  pic- 
*/  ture  and  the  former  are  the  fame.  It  is  the  fame 
**  female  firft  reprefented  in  her  night-cap,  ftript  of 
**  all  her  borrowed  charms,  then  making  her  appear- 
**  ance  with  her  paint,  her  falfe  teeth,  and  her  trin- 
**  kets.  In  how  many  different  lights  do  we  look  upon 
**  fimilar  objefts !  how  varied  are  our  judgments ! 
**  Men  condemn  in  the  evening  what  they  approve 
*^  in  the  morning;  the  fame  fun  which  delights  them 
**  at  his  rifing,  fatigues  them  as  he  fcts.  Hence 
.«^  thofc  reputations  eftabliftied  and  obliterated,  but 

N  2  "  which^ 
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*^  which  ftfll  rife  again;  and  we  are fenfelefs  enough  cd 
^*  put  olirfelves  in  motion  during  our  whole  lives,  for 
**  this  fame  bubble  reputation.  Is  it  poflible  that 
**  mankind  ftiould  not  yet  be  undeceived  reljpefting 
*'  this  bafe  coin,  confidering  what  a  length  of  time  hafc 
^  elapfed  fince  its  difcovery  ?"  &c. 

When  Voltaire  received  this  letter  he  was  ill,  at 
Kis  anfwer  proves.  (93)  The  battle  of  Chotufitz,  wheri 
the  king  loft  general  Werdeck,  and  major  Budden- 
brock,  one  of  his  favourites,  and  where  general  de  Rot- 
henbourg  was  wounded,  afforded  him  a  frelh  oppor- 
tunity for  exercifing  his  Mufe.  He  addreffed  an  epiftlfe 
to  Stil,  wherein  he  regrets  the  lofs  of  thefe  brave 
t^arriors. 

Two  days  before  this  battle,  Voltaire  wrote  an  epiC- 
tle  to  the  king,  (94)  by  v/hich  we  fee  that  Frederick 
had  men  and  women  dancers  brought  from  Paris 
for  his  opera,  and  that  Voltaire  offered  to  procure 
him  good  aftors  of  tragedy,  not  imagining,  as  he  re- 
marks in  this  letter,  that  Frederick  would  confine 
himfelf  to  Italian  nonfenfe  and  French  capers;  but  he 
was  deceived.  Frederick  felt  but  a  moderate  paffioa 
for  the  French  theatre,  and  his  tafte  for  mufic  attach- 
ed him,  all  his  life,  to  that  of  Italy :  his  caftrati  and 
his  women  dancers  w^ere  paid  twice  as  well  as  his  mi- 
nifters  of  ftate,  and,  towards  the  laft  years  of  his  life> 
while  he  difcarded  all  the  French  comedians,  whorh 
he  treated  as  wretched  ftroll'ers,  he  continued  to  amufe 
himfelf  at  Potzdam  with  thofe  deteftable  Italian  farccs> 
known  by  the  name  of  ofera  buffa. 

It  will  eafily  be  fuppofed  that  the  battle  of  Chotu* 
••  fitz 
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fitzdid  not  fail  to  fire  the  poetic  vein  of  Voltaire,  and, 
en  the  a6th  of  May,  1752,  he  addrefled  to  him,  from 
Paris,  the  cpiftle  beginning  with  thefe  verfes : 

The  Northern  Solomon,  like  Alexander  fir'd. 

Scares  worlds  by  whom  He  was  beloved,  by  whom  admir'd. 

The  peace  of  Breflaw  reftoring  Frederick  to  the 
leifures  of  private  life,  he  thought  fcrioufly  of  meriting, 
ftill  more  and  more,  the  praifes  laviflicd  on  him  from 
all  quarters  in  confequence  of  his  tafte  for  the  arts  and 
fciences.  Cardinal  Polignac  died  at  Paris  in  Noyein- 
ber,  1741,  and  left  behind  him  a  valuable  collcdtion  of 
antiques.  From  amongft  thefe  Louis  XV.  obtained 
the  family  of  Diomede,  confifting  of  nine  beautiful 
marble  ftatues,  eftimated  at  one  million  two  hundred 
thoufand  livres.  Frederick  purchafed  the  remainder,, 
and  tranlportedthem  to  Charlottcnbourg.  In  the  be- 
ginning of  December,  1742,  the  firft  Italian  opera  was 
reprefented  in  his  new  hall,  built  under  the  infpeftion 
of  Knobelfdorf. 

It  is  aftonifhing  that  Frederick,  who  was  far  from 
being  fond  of  ufelefs  expence,  fhould  have  iavifhed 
100,000  crowns  a  year  to  fupport  the  moft  tirefome 
Ipeftacle  in  the  worlds  and  which  was  limited  to  fix 
performances  dtiring  the  carnival.  This  theatre, 
where  foldiers  were  muftered  as  for  the  parade,  in  its 
external  appearance  refembled  a  camp.  Though  the 
reprefentations  were  given  gratis,  parties  of  officers  and 
foldiers  often  drove  back  the  very  perfons  to  whom  the 
king  ha4  granted  boxes.  The  pit;  was  filled  with  fol- 
diers and  their  wives,  who,  on  thofe  days,  put  on  the 
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"  which  ftill  rife  again;  and  we  are fenfelefs  enough  cd 
^'  put  otirfclVes  in  motion  during  our  whole  lives,  for 
"  this  fanne  bubble  reputation.  Is  it  poffible  that 
**  mankind  fliould  not  yet  be  undeceived  refpefting 
"  this  bafe  coin,  confidering  what  a  length  of  time  ha^ 
***  elapfed  fince  its  difcovery  ?'*  &c. 

When  Voltaire  received  this  letter  he  was  ill,  a* 
Kisanfwer  proves.  (93)  The  battle  of  Chotufitz,  wherfi 
the  king  loft  general  Werdeck,  and  major  Budden- 
brock,  one  of  his  favourites,  and  where  general  de  Rot- 
henbourg  was  wounded,  afforded  him  a  frefli  oppor- 
tunity for  exercifing  his  Mufe.  He  addrefled  an  epiftlfe 
to  Stil,  wherein  he  regrets  the  lofs  of  thefc  brave 
trarriors. 

Two  days  before  this  battle,  Voltaire  wrote  an  epif^ 
tie  to  the  king,  (94)  by  v/hich  we  fee  that  Frederick 
had  men  and  women  dancers  brought  from  Paris 
for  his  opera,  and  that  Voltaire  offered  to  procure 
him  good  aftors  of  tragedy,  not  imagining,  as  he  re- 
marks in  this  letter,  that  Frederick  would  confine 
himfelf  to  Italian  nonfenfe  and  French  capers;  but  he 
was  deceived.  Frederick  felt  but  a  moderate  paffioa 
for  the  French  theatre,  and  his  tafte  for  mufic  attach- 
ed him,  all  his  life,  to  that  of  Italy :  his  caftrati  and 
his  women  dancers  were  paid  twice  as  well  as  his  mi- 
nifters  of  ftate,  and,  towards  the  laft  years  of  his  life> 
while  he  difcarded  all  the  Fren>:h  comedians,  whorh 
he  treated  as  wretched  ftrollers,  he  continued  to  amufe 
himfelf  at  Potzdam  with  thofe  deteftable  Italian  farces^ 
known  by  the  name  of  opera  buffa. 

It  will  eafily  be  fuppofcd  that  the  battle  of  Chotu- 

fitz 
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fitzdid  not  fail  to  fire  the  poetic  vein  of  Voltaire,  and, 
on  the  26th  of  May,  1752,  he  addrefled  to  him,  from 
Paris,  the  cpiftlc  beginning  with  thefe  verfes : 

The  Northern  Solomon,  like  Alexander  fir'd. 

Scares  worlds  by  whom  He  was  beloved,  by  whom  admir'd. 

The  peace  of  Breflaw  reftoring  Frederick  to  the 
Icifures  of  private  life,  he  thought  feriouQy  of  meriting, 
ftill  more  and  more,  the  praifes  lavifhed  on  him  from 
all  quarters  in  confequence  of  his  tafte  for  the  arts  and 
fciences.  Cardinal  Polignac  died  at  Paris  in  Novcm* 
ber,  1741,  and  left  behind  him  a  valuable  collection  of 
antiques.  From  amongft  thefe  Louis  XV.  obtained 
the  family  of  Diomede,  confifting  of  nine  beautiful 
marble  ftatues,  eftimatcd  at  one  million  two  hundred 
thoufand  livres.  Frederick  purchafed  the  remainder,, 
and  traniported  them  to  Charlottenbourg.  In  the  be- 
ginning of  December,  1742,  the  firft  Italian  opera  was 
reprefented  in  his  new  hall,  built  under  the  infpcdkion 
of  Knobelfdorf 

It  is  aftonifliing  that  Frederick,  who  was  far  from 
being  fond  of  ufelefs  expence,  (hould  have  lavilhed 
100,000  crowns  a  year  to  fupport  the  moft  tirefbme 
fpeftacle  in  the  worlds  and  which  was  limited  to  fix 
performances  dtiring  the  carnival.  This  theatre, 
where  foldiers  were  muftered  as  for  the  parade,  in  its 
external  appearance  refembled  a  camp.  Though  the 
reprefentations  were  given  gratis,  parties  of  officers  and 
foldiers  often  drove  back  the  very  perfons  to  whom  the 
king  hacj  granted  boxes.  The  pit;  was  filled  with  fol- 
diers and  their  wives,  who,  on  thofe  days,  put  on  the 
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uniform  of  their  hufcands ;  and  this  foldiery,  drunk 
with  brandy,  inftead  of  lift^ning  to  Graun's  mufic, 
filled  the  boxes  with  fuch  difgufting  exhalations,  that 
they  rather  refembled  an  intoxicated  guard -houfe  than 
departments  in  a  theatre. 

Voltaire,  covered  with  glory  by  the  fuccefs  of  his 
tragedy  of  Merope,  made,  at  this  time,  a  fecond  jour- 
ney to  Berlin.  Frederick  had  given  him  an  invitation 
as  one  philofopher  invites  another,  not  imagining  that 
he  was  a  negociator  fent  by  the  cabmet  of  Vcrfailles  to 
allure  him  into  a  breach  of  the  peace  which  he  had 
juft  (igned,  apd  to  induce  him  again  to  march  one 
hundred  thoufand  men  againft  the  Hungarians  and 
Imperialifts.  Voltaire,  availing  himlelf  of  his  confi- 
dential accefs  to  the  king,  thus  fet  about  the  negoci* 
ation,  as  he  himfelf  remarks  c 

^^  Amidft  entertainments,  operas,  and  fuppers,  my 
'^  fecret  negociation  was  advancing ;  the  king  was 
*/  pleaied  to  permit  me  to  talk  to  him  concerning  all 
"  points  whatever,  and  in  our  difcuflions  refpe6ting  the 
*^  merits  of  the  JEneid,  of  Virgil,  and  Livy,  I  often  in- 
'^  troduced  queftions  relative  to  France  and  Auftria. 
"  Sometimes  the  converfation  took  an  animated  turn  j 
^5  the  king  warmed,  and  told  me  that  (b  long  as  our 
*5  court  continued  knocking  at  every  door  to  obtaiq 
'^  peaccj  he  certainly  would  not  expofe  himfelf  by 
**  drawing  the  fword  in  her  defence,  I  fent  him  from 
*^  my  chamber  to  his  apartment  my  refleftions  on  a, 
^  doubled  Iheet  of  paper.  He.  replied  to  my  pre- 
*^  fumption  on  the  oppofite  column.  I  ftill  have  the 
W  p^p^r  wherein  1  pbferved  to  {iiro|  Do  yqu  doubt 

^'whctliej' 
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*'  whcthfer  the  houfe  of  Auftria  will  not,  at  thfe  firftop- 
*^  portunity,  bring  demands  againft  you  for  the  refti-i 
^'  tution  of  Silefia  ?  The  followng  was  his  anfwer 
*^  on  the  margin : 

«  My  friend !  they'll  be  receivM:  Biriii^ 
*'  According  to  the  mode  of  Barbari." 

*^  This  negociation,  certainly  of  a  hovel  fpecies, 
^*  terminated  by  a  dilcourfe  into  which  he  entered 
^^  with  mej  during  one  of  his  moments  of  vivacity, 
^'  and  whilft  he  levelled  his  remarks  againft  his  uncle 
*^  the  king  of  England.  The  two  kings  by  no  means 
**  liked  each  other :  Louis  XV.  obferved,  "  George  is 
**  Frederick's  uncle ;  but  George  is  not  the  uncle  of  the 
•^^  king  ofPruffia/*  At  length  the  king  faid  to  me/^Let 
"  France  declare  war  with  England,  and  I  march." 
*'  This  being  all  I  wanted,  I  returned  inftantly  to  the 
**  court  of  France,  and  rendered  an  account  of  my 
*«  joiarney :  I  gave  them  the  fame  hopes  the  king  had 
^^  afforded  me  at  Berlin,  and  they  were  not  deceived; 
"  for  in  the  courfe  of  the  fpring  following  the  king  of 
**  PruQia  entered  into  a  new  treaty  with  France,  and 
*^  advanced  into  Bohemia,  while  the  Auftriatis  were  in 
«  Alface/' 

Voltaire  returned  to  Paris  in  November.  I'he 
Algarottis  enjoyed  the  friendftiip  and  confidence  cf 
Frederick,  which  they  Ihared  with  the  marquis  d*Ar- 
gens,  whofe  romantic  adventures  had  brought  him  to 
Berlin  at  the  commencement  of  the  reign.  D*Arget, 
and  D^Arnaud,  both  Frenchmen,  were  fecretaries  to  the 
king.     General  de  Rothenbourg,  Baron  Goltz,  and 

N  4  fomc 
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tome  others^  lived  alfo  with  hrm  on  terms  of  <wu« 
liarky. 

Some  time  after,  Voltaire  fent  the  king  his  Age  of 
Louis  XIV.  which  produced  him  as  flattering  a  letter 
as  any  which  he  had  hitherto  received  from  the  mo^ 
narch,  (95) 

In  1744,  Frederick,  at  length,  thought  ferioufly  of 
reftoring  the  academy  of  Bcrlm,  for  which  purpofe  he 
united  with  it  the  literary  focicty  formed  at  the  begin- 
nii^  of  his  reign.  Patents  were  read,  the  birth-day 
of  the  reftorer  was  celebrated,  curators  and  ordinary 
members  were  nominated,  prizes  propofed,  and  me* 
dais  ftruck :  Frederick  himfelf  wrote  a  pompous 
ode,  wherein  he  flatters  himfelf  that  the  arts  and 
fciences  are  upon  the  point  of  reigning  at  Berlin,  com^ 
paring  the  academy  to  Olympus,  and  the  academi- 
cians to  the  gods,  and  flyles  thef^  illuftrious  academi- 
cians, oracles j/ag^j  ofwbem  the  gods  are  jealous  in  their 
celeftial  courts  agents  of  truths  in  their  areopagi^  wb^ 
enchain  captive  prejudices  at  their  knees  i  in  a  word,  he 
reprefents  them  as  men, 

Th*  eccentric  fources  of  whofc  penetrating  mind 
Explore  whate'cr  is  to  the  univerfe  aflign*d. 

In  the  mean  while,  war  was  kindkd,  and  the  bat* 
elesofHohen-Friedberg,  Soor,  and  Keflfelfdorf,  had 
crowned  Frederick  with  frefli  laurels.  He  entered 
Drefden  as  a  conqueror,  and  took  up  his  refidence 
with  the  prince  de  Luwomirflcy,  and  fhewed  every 
mark  of  politenefs  to  the  princefs,  whom  he  found 
with  ftveral  other  ladies.    The  coaverfation  falling  on 

the 
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when  he  was  featcd  on  the  throne.  Frederick  wrote 
to  him  as  to  all  other  friends,  to  announce  his  acccflion, 
to  which  RoUin  anfwercd,  '*  That  as  he  refpefted  his 
'^  important  occupations,  and  as  the  king  had,  now, 
**  no  counfel  to  take  but  from  his  own  honour,  he 
'*  fhould  no  longer  enjoy  that  of  writing  to  him."** 
Perhaps  the  timid  confcicnce  of  the  good  Rollin 
would  not  permit  him  to  continue  a  corrclpondencc 
with  an  heretical  prince,  and  his  cbnfeflbr  might  have 
ordered  him  totally  to  drop  it. 

In  1 74 1,  Frederick  addreflcd  an  epnlle  to  Kayfer- 
ling,  under  the  name  of  C^farion,  beginning  with 
thcfc  verfes : 

Say!  can  the  babbling  lines  I  write. 
Your  ftill  unwearied  ear  delight  ? 

This  was  the  fame  Kayfeding,  on  whofe  death  he, 
afterwards,  compofed  a  poem,  which,  certainly,  was 
not  the  beft  that  has  proceeded  from  his  pen.  The 
following  lines  are  extraftcd  as  fpecimens  of  his  en- 
deavours to  appear  fentimental ; 

Airs  loft  !    I,  for  a  friend  belovM,  but  breathlefs,  mpaii^ 
And  feem,  without  him,  in  this  ample  world,  alone. 
Like  quickly  fleeting  (hades  tbofe  halcyon  days  are  run. 
When  both  our  faithful  hearts*  cemented  into  one. 
Freely  to  each  difclos'd  it*s  pleafure  and  it's  care. 
And  fcorn'd  the  tafie  of  joys  which  either  might  not  fliare.' 


*  See  Life  of  Rollin,  b\  the  Hiftory  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Belles  Lettres,     Tome  VIII. 

Vol.  IL  N  To 
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The  difficulties  of  this  war  left  Frederick  little  lei- 
fore  to  cultivate  letters.  Peace  reflored  to  him  thcfe 
moments.  In  1745  and  J746,  he  fofFered  lolfes 
which  went  deeply  to' his  heart;  death  robbed  him  of 
three  men  to  whom  he  was  exceedingly  attached,  Jor- 
dan, Kayferling,  and  Du  Han,  his  ancient  preceptor. 
He  (hed  many  tears  for  the  lofs  of  the  latter,  and  him- 
fclfcompofcd  the  eulogium  of  Jordan,  which  is  printed 
in  the  Memoirs  of  the  academy. 

In  1746,  he  went  into  Silefia,  to  confer  benefits; 
not  on  the  inn«-keepers  and  quacks  whom  he  met  with 
on  his  road,  but  on  cultivators,  on  manu&durers,  on 
gentlemen  who  applied  to  farming,  on  citizens,  on  the 
people; 

Between  this  period  and  1756,  Frederick  compofed 
the  chief  part  of  the  works  which  are  acknowledged 
to  have  come  from  his  hand,  and  of  thofe  to  be  fhort- 
ly  given  to  the  public.  In  1746,  he  finiftied  liis  Me- 
moirs of  Brandenbourg,  unqueftionably  his  bqft  profe 
production.  It  was  at  this  period,  too,  that  he  wrote 
hi^Hifioryofmy  own  ^imey  which  is  announced  among 
his  pofthumous  works.  On  this  fubjedt  he  expreffes 
himfelf  as  follows,  in  a  letter  to  Voltaire  on  the  aid  of 
J^ebruary,  1747  :  - 

*'  Your  tafte  then  is  decidedly  for  hiftory.  Purfue, 
♦*  fince  it  muft  be  fo,  this  foreign  impulfe;  I  do  not 
"  oppofe  it.  The  work  which  employs. me  is  neidier 
"in  the  nature  of  memoirs  nor  commentaries;  my 
^'  perfon  has  nothing  to  do  with  it.  It  is  an  idle  prc- 
^'  fumption  for  any  man  to  imagine  himfelf  fo  re- 
"  markable  a  being  as  to  intereft  the  whole  univerfe 

"in 
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V  in  the  detail  of  every  thing  relative  to  his  peffonal 

•^  exiftence.     I  paiiit  on  a  great  fcale  the  overthrow 

*^  of  Europe;  I  have  employed  myfelf  in  iketching 

*^  the  abfurdities  and  contradi6bions  to  be  obfcrvcd  \n 

^^  the  condud  of  thofe  who  govern  it :  I  have  given  a 

^^  fummary  of  important  negociations,^of  the  moft  re- 

**  markable  exploits  of  war  j  and  have  feafoned  thefe 

**  recitals  widi  refleftions  on  the  caufes  of  the  events 

<^  in  queftion,  and  on  the  different  effeds  produced 

^r^  by  the  fame  caufe  operating  at  other  times,  or 

"  among  different  nations.     The  details  of  war  which 

*^  you  difdain,  are,  doubtlefs,  thofe  long  journals  con-i 

*^  tfining  the  tedious  enumeration  of  minutiae,  and  you 

**  are  in  the  right.     On  this  fubjeft,  however,  we  muft 

**  diftinguifh  the  materials  from  the  unflcilfulnefs  of 

^f  thofe  who  generally  handle  them.    Were  we  to  read 

<'  a  defcription  of  Paris,  wherein  the  Author  fbould 

*^  amufe  himfelf  with  giving  \is  the  cxaft  dimenfion  .of 

'^  all  the  houfes  qf  that  immenfe  city,  not  omitdng  the 

<^  plan  even  of  the  vileft  gambling  houfe,  we  Ihould 

^^  condemn  both  the  author  and  his  book  to  ridicule, 

"  but  never  conclude  from  thence  that  Paris  was  an 

*'  uninterefting  city,     I   am  of  opinion,  that  gcpat 

*'  feats  of  war,  written  with  concifenefs  and  truth,  de- 

^'  veloping  the  reafons^^  which  have  adbuated  a  general 

**  in  his  decifions,  and  expofing,  as  it  were,  the  foul  of 

^f  his  operations ;  I  believe,  and  I  repeat  it,  that  fuch 

^'  memoirs  muft  be  highly  inftruftive  to  thofe  who 

<•  follow  the  prpfeffion  of  arms.  They  refemble  leflpns 

^^  given  by  an  anatomift  toXculptors,  which  teach  them 

f^  by  what  contradions  the  mufcles  of  the  human 

«  body 
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«*  body  move.  All  arts  have  precepts  and  examples  r 
«*  why  fhould  war,  which  defends  the  country,  and 
'<  Aives  nations  from  impending  ruin,  be  exempt  from 
"them? 

**  If  you  continue  to  write  on  thefc  late  wars,  it  be- 
**  connes  me  to  yield  to  you  the  field  of  battle ;  and, 
**  indeed,  my  work  is  not  intended  for  die  public,*' 
&c. 

In  writing  hiftory,  F/ederick  acquired  a  tafte  for 
hiftorians.  He  juftly  preferred  the  ancients  to  the 
moderns,  and  every  year  read  over  the  moft  celebrated 
of  the  former.  He  employed  himfelf  likewife,  about 
this  time,  in  compofing  his  poem  on  the  art  of  war, 
as  well  as  (everal  litde  pieces  of  poetry  printed  in  the 
coUcftion  of  his  works, 

Frederick  had,  for  fome  years,  been  building  a 
fumptuous  fummer  palace  ne^ar  Potzdam;  this  was 
finiihed  in  1 748,  and  he  gave  it  the  name  oi^ans-Souci. 
It  was  here  the  monarch  repaired,  far  from  the  tumult 
of  the  court,  attended  by  a  few  domeftics,  to  purlue 
his  tafte  for  ftudy  and  philofophy.  It  was  here  he 
compofed  the  chief  pant  of  his  poetry. 

In  proportion  as  the  works  of  this  philofbphic  mo- 
narch augmented,  the  more  did  he  feel  the  want  of  a 
guide  and  counfellorj  and  who  fo  proper  as  Voltaire 
tK>  give  the  king's  poetry  a  touch  of  that  delicate  var- 
nifli,  without  which  the  beft  imagined  produdions  are 
contemned  by  every  man  of  tafte  in  France  ?  He 
fent  him,  indeed,  his  verfes  to  correft,  begging  that 
he  would  not  fpare  him ;  but  he  felt  at  the  fame  time, 
that  a  fuigle  Iiour's  interview  would  prove  more  ufeful 

than 


FREDERIC]^      II.  189 

than  twenty  corrcdions  by  the  poft.  Neither,  indeed, 
i  was  Frederick  fond  offending  all  hi*  verics  to  France 
exaftly  as  he  had  compofed  them.  He  knew  chat,  the 
French  approved  of  what  excited  laughterj  and  that 
poets  were  fond  of  boafting. 

Voltaire,  lolicited  by  Frederick  torefide  with  him, 
was  juftly  afraid  of  lofing  his  tranquillity  and  liberty 
in  a  court.     He  declined  the  vifit  at  firft  from  a  pre-* 
text  of  the  rigour  of  the  climate  of  Berlin  j  but  D*Ar- 
gens.  La  Mettrie,  and  Algarotti,  were  charged  hf 
the  king  to  remove  that  caule  of  apprehcnfion.  D*Ar- 
gens,  the  king's  fecretary,  joined  to  theif  letters  a  cer-* 
tificate  in  verfe,  accompanied  with  two  melons  ga- 
thered in  the  gardens  of  Potzdam  in  the  month  of  June. 
Voltaire's  next  objeftion  turned  on  the  inconftancy 
of  kings,  and  Frederick  wrote  him  a  letter  well  caU 
culated  to  tranquillize  him.     Still  continuing,   how- 
ever, to  plead  the  expence  of  the  journey,  Frederick 
ordered  him  fixteen  thoufand  livres  for  that  purpofe. 
Still  Voltaire  was  not  decided  j   but  entered  into  a 
kind  of  treaty  for  the  fituation  of  his  niece,  madam 
Denis,  by  whom  he  wilhed  to  be  accompanied,  when 
a  litdc  occurrence,  that  greatly  wounded  his  felf*love, 
determined  him  to  accept  the  offer. 

D'Arnaud  had  addreflcd  an  cpiftle  to  the  king,  to 
which  Frederick  anfwered  in  a  few  veries,  (96)  where- 
in Voltaire  was  compared  to  the  fetting,  and  D'Arnaud 
to  the  riling  fun. 

Thefe  epiftle^^were  fent  to  Thiriot,  the  king's  lite- 
rary corre(pondent  at  Paris,  and  when  Voltaire  receiv- 
ed them  he  was  in  bed.  "  fbeAurjora  of  D'Arnaud  r 

be 
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he  ckclaimedy  ftarting  up,  undreftj  and  inflamed  with 
anger;  *^  Voltaire  in  bis  decline !  Let  Frederick  mind 
•^  his  reigning,  and  not*  take  upon  him  to  judge  me. 
^<  I'll  go ;  yes>  m  gcr,  and  teach  thi^  king  that  I  am 
•'  not  yet  letting ;"  and,  accordingly,  he  fet  out  foon 
after,  and  arrived  at  Berlin  in  June,  1750. 

Voltaire  was  received  with  all  the  enthufiafm  in- 
ipired  by  efteem,  tendernefs,  and  equality.  He  was 
lodged  in  the  apartment  occupied  formerly  by  marihal 
Saxe ;  all  the  officers  of  the  king's  houfehold  were  at 
his  diipofal  whenever  he  chofe  to  eat  in  his  apartments, 
as  well  as  the  carriages  of  the  court  wheii  he  wiflied  to 
take  an  airing.  D'Arget  was  ordered  to  negleft  no 
circumftance  whatibever  which  might  tend  to  make 
his  life  hajppy  and  agreeable.  Voltaire,  however, 
was  ftill  not  without  uneafinefs,  which  Frederick  la- 
boured with  ardour  to  remove.  **  How  could  I 
**  ever,"  the  king  remarked,  in  one  of  his  letters  to 
Voltaire,  ^^  occafion  the  unhappinefs  of  a  man  I  ef- 
**  teem  and  love,  and  vrfio  facrifices  to  me  his  coun- 
•'  try,  and  all  which  is  deareft  to  humanity  ?  I  refpeft 
'*  you  as  my  mafter  in  eloquence ;  I  love  you  as  a 
"  virtuous  friend.  What  flavery,  what  misfortune, 
"what  change  is  there  to -apprehend  in  a  country 
"  where  you  are  as  much  eftecmed  as  in  your  own, 
*'  and  with  a  friend  who  h^s  a  grateful  heart  ?  I  re- 
**  Ipefted  the  friendfliip  which  bound  you  to  madame 
"  du  Chatelet;  but,  after  her,  I  was  one  of  your  old- 
*^  eft  friends,  I  promifeyou,  that  you  (hall  be  happy 
^*  here  as  long  as  I  live.'* 

Verbal  proteftations  were  ftill  ftrpngcrj   andj  one 

day, 
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day,  when  alone  with  Voltaire,  he  took  his  hand  to 
kifs  it,  A  pretty  woman  could  not  have  refiftedi 
ftiil  lefs  a  poet;  Frederick  demanded  of  the  king  of 
France  permiffion  to  retain  Voltaire,  which  he  ob- 
tained, and  he  was  appointed  chamberlain  to  this 
philofophic  king,  with  a  falary  of  twenty  thoufand 
livrcs, 

Voltaire,  then,  is  chamberlain,  and  correftor  of 
the  works  of  Frederick.  He  Ipent  two  hours  regu- 
larly with  him  every  day,  revifed  all  his  produftions, 
gave  him  a  written  account  of  all  his  erafures,  which 
alone  compofed  a  fyftem  of  rhetoric  and  poefy  for 
that  prince,  by  which  his  genius  knew  how  to  pro- 
fit. (97) 

A  ytSLT  thus  glided  on  in  the  moll  pleafing  inti- 
tnacy ;  but  clouds,  as  we  fhall  now  fee,  loon  obfcured 
the  literary  horizon  of  Berlin. 

Every  man  acquainted  with  philofpphers,  men  of 
letters,  and  pretty  women,  will  readily  believe  that 
Voltaire's  appearance  at  Berlin,  and  the  favours  heaped 
on  him  by  Frederick,  were  not  looked  upon  with  the 
naoft  favourable  eye  by  the  literati  whom  this  prince 
encouraged  at  his  court* 

Maupertuis,  who,  as  we  all  know,  was  extremely 
inflated  with  his  knowledge,  and  was  as  implacable  as 
Voltaire  towards  fuch  as  refufed  him  the  homage  of 
admiration,  had  been  formerly  very  intimate  with  the 
latter.  (98)  This  union  was  in  fome  meafure  inter- 
rupted by  differences  refpefting  a  work  of  madamc 
du  Chatelet,  on  which  Maupertuis  had  fuffered  fome 
pkafantrics^to  dfcape  him,  Voluire's  arrival  at  Ber- 
-  •'.  Hn 
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lb  awakenedj  too,  the  remains  of  an  ancient  rancour 
lurking  in  the  breail  of  the  prefident. 

When  the  former  was  received  at  the  French  aca- 
demy,  he  fent  Maupertuis  his  difcourfe  of  reception, 
telling  him  that  the  count  de  Mammas,  then  miniftcr 
of  ftate>  had  obliged  him  to  fupprcTs  a  paflage,  where- 
in M.  de  Maupertuis  was  compared  to  Plato  repair- 
ing to  the  court  of  Dionyfius*  The  philofopher's  va- 
nity was  ihocked,  and  the  firit  objed  of  his  hatred  was 
the  miniftcr.  But,  in  the  end,  he  pretended  to  have 
been  informed  that  the  poet  had  never  thought  of  prai- 
fing  him ;  a  want  of  attention  which  he  could  never 
pardon.  On  the  contrary,  he  conceived  againft  him, 
from  that  moment,  the  moft  violent  hatred. 

For  fome  time,  however,  Maupertuis  dificmhlcd, 
waiting  only  for  a  favourable  opportunity  to  give  vent 
to  his  averfion,  and  in  the  interim  he  contented  him-^ 
felf  with  fecredy  labouring  to  pave  the  way  fcr  the 
ruin  of  his  enemy,  for  which  purpofe  he  entered  into 
a  combination  with  others  amongft  the  French  lite- 
rati at  Berlin.  The  wifhed-for  opportunity  foon  pre- 
fcnted  itfelfforthe.deftruftionof  Voltaire,  and  Jiedid 
not  negleft  it. 

The  king  of  PruflSa  had  juft  concluded  a  treaty 
with  Auguftus,eledor  of  Saxony,  in  which  it  was  fti- 
pulated,  that  his  fubjefts,  holders  of  bills  of  the  Steuery 
(hould  be  reimburfed  without  lofs.  By  this  claufe  he 
had  taken  care  of  the  intereft  of  his  people.  But  Au- 
guflus  was  either  fb  negligent  or  impnident  as  not  tQ 
}^wt  the  amount  of  thefe  bills  eftimatcd. 

The  Steuer  was  a  bank  ^ftabliihcd  at  Ebneiden,  on 

which 
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wfiich  the  eleftor  of  Saxony  had  circulated  fo  many 
bills,  that  they  were  unable  to  acquit  them,  and  which 
fold  at  half  their  value.  The  Pruffians,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  circumftances  and  rendition  of  the 
treaty,*  purchafed  theJje  bills  at  a  low  rate  from  the 
Dutch*  and  other  Gerntians,  and  got  them  paid  without 
any  deduftion.  (99) 

During  the  jobbing  of  this  paper,  Voltaire  employ- 
ed a  Jew,  called  Herfcheld,  to  negociate  bills  of  ex- 
change for  him  to  the  amount  of  ten  thoufahd  crowns, 
for  which  fum  the  Jew  gave  him  diamonds  belong- 
ing to  Chalbt^  a  French  officer,  and  favourite  of  the. 
king,  who  had  them  from  the  duchefs  of  Mecklcn- 
bourg,  whofe  good  graces  he  had,  for  fome  time,  en- 
joyed. Voltaire,  learning  that  the  diamonds  were 
not  the  property  of  the  Jew,  and  that  he  was  a  man 
difcredited  on  account  of  feveral  knavifii  ads,  fends 
for  him  from  Leipfic,  forbids  him  to  negociate  the 
bills,  and'writes  to  Paris  to  proteft  them.  Herfcheld 
demands  two  hundred  crowns  for  his  journey,  which 
Voltaire  pays  him;  but  he  wanted,  befides,  500 
crowns  for  pretended  expenccs,  and  this  Voltaire  re- 
fufed.  The  Jew,  deceived  in  his  expedations,  refufes 
to  take  back  the  diamonds^  and  accuies  Voltaire  of 
having  fubftituted  a  great  number  of  fmall  ftones  for. 
large  ones  which  he  had  received  from  him.  The 
Jew  was  now  loudly  protected  by  Maupertuis  and  all 
the  cabal  of  Frenchmen;  and  the  Germans,  who,  in 
general,  envy  the  French  the  very  air  they  breathe  in 
their  country,  on  this  occafion  grew  clamorous  in 
their  complaints.    The  literati  of  that  nation^  who  do 

Vol.  II.  O  not 
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Frederick  wrote  againflr  the  work  of  Maupertuis,  tum^ 
ing  it  into  ridicule,  and  fent  his  manufcript  to  VoIf 
taire.  The  poet  thought  h^  might  amufe  h^felf 
with  a  work  againft  which  the  king  h^  thrown  out 
•  his  jefts,  and  wrote  his  Jkakia.  This  fatirc  he  (hewed 
the  king,  who  joined  heartily  in  the  laugh  with  him, 
luid  the  more  fo,  ^  he  faw  that  Voltaire  had  cmployr- 
cd  fevcr^l  of  his  ideas.  Nothing  was  fo  natural,  then, 
as  to  think  of  printing  it,  and  he  fulfilled  his  in- 
tentigns.  But  an  officer^  who  was  at  this  tin)e  print- 
ing a  work  on  fortifications,  difcovered,  at  his  print- 
er's, feveral  fhee(s  of  ulkakia,  and  acq[uainted  Maur 
p^rtuis  with  the  circumftance.  The  prefident  com- 
pUined  to  (he  king,  who  fent  {qr  all  the  copies  $  then 
ordering  Voltaire  to  appear,  he  faid,  pointing  to  then], 
^f  K[ow  could  you  think  of  writing  (o  difbbliging  a 
*f  work  againfl  a  man  with  whom  yoii  every  day  e^^ 
^^'  at  my  table,  and  ought,  from  your  fituation,  to  live 
^^  on  good  terms  with  ?  I  4m  perfuj^ded  you  now 
*^  perceive  how  blamcable  your  vivacity  has  beeq. 
^^  As  for  myfelf,  thoygh  you  hav^  b^en  wanting  to 
^'  me  on  this  Qccafion,  I  entirely  forget  the  affair, 
^^  and  wi(h  to  take  a  part  in  it  only  to  reconcile  you 
^^  with  Maupcrtuis.  Give  me  your  word  that  the 
^^  work  (hall  not  be  printed  ejfewhere.*'  Voltaire 
feemed  touched  with  this  difcourfe,  and  prpmifed  th^t 
Akalcia  never  ihpuld  appear.  Three  weeks  after, 
Akakia  appeared,  The  king,  who  had.  Mnfortqnately 
begun  tp  intermeddle  in  thi?  literary  quarrel,  when  he 
ftgylci  have  fuffcrpd  the  two  champions  to  fight  \t 
eat,  wa?  pi^Me4  agajnft  Volwirp,  burnt  with  his  owp 
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Citadel  of  Magdebonrg,  for  forging  fi:t  bills  of  eic- 
chatigc,  and  other  afts  of  roguery  fimilar  to  that  he 
had  attempted  to  perpetrate  in  prgudtcejto  Voltaire. 

Though  the  poet  was  not  ignorant  of  the  fecret  in- 
trigues of  Maupertuis  againft  him,  yet  the  prefident 
flill  continued  to  fee  him  as  ufual,  when  he  was  reftored 
to  favour.  One  day,  when  the  men  of  letters  werfe 
invited  to  eat,  as  they  called  it,  the  kin^*s  roafiy  the 
company  waited  for  Maupertuis.  Oh  his  arrival, 
Voltaire  paid  his  compliments  to  him  on  the  new 
work,  entitled  ^^  Letters  concerning  Happinefs,*'  which 
he  had  juft  given  to  the  public.  ^^  Your  book,  pre- 
^^  fident,*'  he  obferved,  ^^  has  pleafed  me  much,  ex- 
^^  cept  in  a  few  obfcure  paffages,  which  we  will  taljc 
**  over  together/' 

*' Obfcurities!"  anfwered  Maupertuis,  with  a  for- 
bidding air;  "  there  may  poflibly  be  fpme  for  you, 
^'  fir  !'*  Voltaire  looks  at  him,  places  his  hand  upon 
his  flioulder,  and  fays,  "  I  efteem  you,,  prefident  i  you 
^'  are  a  bold  man,  and  wifli  for  war." 

From  this  moment  Voltaire  circulated  many  manu- 
fcript  fatires  on  Maupertuis,  fome  of  which  were  print- 
ed. At  length  the  geometrician  conceived  and  exe- 
:uted  the  ftrange  defign  of  publifliing  letters  full  of 
•everies,  in  which  he  propofed  digging  a  hole  to  the 
:entre  of  the  earth ;  to  cure  diforders  by  enveloping 
:he  fick  in  pitch  wrappers  5  to  eftablifli  a  city  entire- 
y  Latin  j  and  other  extravagancies  of  the  fame  na- 
:ure,  A  glorious  opportunity  for  Voltaire !  And 
ran  he  be  blamed  for  laughing  a  little  at  ihe  expence 
)f  a  man  who  aimed  at  nothing  lefs  than  his  ruin  ? 

O  2  Frederick 
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Frederick  wrote  agaioflrthe  work  of  Maupertms^  tunu 
|iig  it  into  ridicule^  and  fenc  his  manufaipt  to  Vol- 
taire, The  poet  thought  he  might  amiife  hunielf 
with  a  work  ag^nft  which  the  king  hsul  thrown  out 
.  his  jefts,  and  wrote  his  jfkakia.  This  fatire  be  (hewed 
the  king,  who  joined  heartily  in  the  laugh  with  him^ 
gnd  the  more  fb,  ^  he  faw  that  Voltaire  had  employ- 
ed leveral  of  his  ideas.  Nothing  was  fb  ns^tural,  then^ 
as  to  thjnk  of  printing  it,  and  he  fulfilled  his  in- 
tentiQn$.  But  an  officer,  who  was  at  this  tin)e  imnt- 
ing  a  work  on  fortifications,  difcpvered,  at  his  print- 
^r's^  fcveral  fheeps  of  Akakia^  and  acquainted  Mau- 
p^rtuis  with  the  circumflance.  The  prefident  com- 
plained to  the  king,  who  fent  fpr  all  the  copies  5  then 
ordering  Voltaire  to  appear,  he  faid,  pointing  to  then), 
^^  How  could  you  think  of  writing  fo  difbbliging  a 
'^  work  agaiofl  a  man  with  whom  yoii  every  day  e^ 
^^  at  my  table,  and  ought,  from  your  (ituation,  to  live 
^'  pn  gopd  terms  with  ?  I  4m  perfyj^ded  you  now 
^^  perceive  how  blamcable  your  vivacity  has  beeq. 
^^  As  fpr  niyfclf,  tho\igh  you  have  beeq  wanting  to 
^^  me  on  this  pccafipn,  I  entirely  forget  the  affair, 
f^  and  wifti  to  take  4  part  in  it  only  to  reconcile  you 
^^  with  Mauper^uis.  Give  ipe  your  wqrd  that  the 
^^  work  fhall  npt  be  printed  elfewhere."  Voltaire 
feemed  touched  with  this  difcoyrfe,  and  prpmifed  th^t 
Akaki^  never  fhpuld  appear,  Three  weeks  after, 
Akakia  appeared,  The  king,  who  had.  Mnfortqnateljr 
begun  tp  intermeddle  in  this  literary  quarrel,  when  he 
flipyld  have  fuffer^ d  the  two  champions  to  fight  ;t 
e«t|  ws»?  picjqc4  agajnft  Vplwire,  l?urnt  with  his  owji 


hands  the  copy  that  was  (hewn  him,  and  next  d^y  di  • 

reded  that  the  remainder  receive  the -fame  fate  from 

thofe  of  the  Common  hangman;    Voltdire,  piqued  in 

his  turn  at  Frederick's  interference  in  quarrels  of  lite-^ 

raturej  cortlpoftd  a  bitter  epigram  on  the  two  bumingi^^  •  \ 

ahd,  10  cioming  oiit  of  the  king's  antichamber^  order-  i 

ed  his  fervant  to  take  off  his  drofs  of  rh^riti  and  his  ! 

cAamberlain^s  keyi  faying^  Free  fAe^  friend^  frbm  theji  ' 

Jhameful  bddges  of  fervitudt^    then,  fulpending  thcrti 

both  on  the  key  of  thd.  king's  apartment,  he  retired  to 

Berlin^  execrating  thofe  literati  who  imagine  thdt  fhey 

<*an  govern  their  own  peculiar  empire  as  they  would 

difcipline  a  regiment* 

The  abbe  de  Prades  (toi)  Was  fenf  after  VoltairjC 
to  Berliiii  to  enjoin  him^  on  the  part  of  the  king,  mU 
mediately  to  write  a  letter  of  apoldgy  to  Maupertuis^ 
apprizing  hirti  that  he  had  orders  to  carry  back  his 
anfwer,  word  for  word.  Voltaire  fet  him  at  defiance 
in  a  reply  fo  obfcene  that  decency  will  not  fufFer  us  to 
give  it  aii  infertion*  "  What !''  fays  the  abbe,  '^  is 
"  this  the  anfwer  I  muft  deliver  to  his  majefty  V^ 
"  Yes,*'  rejoined  Voltaire^  "  and  add  that  IJent  you 
«  with  it:' 

The  abb6  returns  to  Potzdaift>  totel-s  the  king^s 
apartment  trembling,  Frederick  demands  the  anfwefi 
The  abbe  hefitatcs;  but,  on  the  kiflg's  infifting, 
makes  a  (hift  at  length  to  ftammer  it  out.  The  king 
laughed  exceedingly )  obliged  him  feveral  times  t(> 
repeat  the  anfwer,  and  as  often  redoubled  his  fits  pf 
laughter.  This  ftroke  chara^erizes  Frederick.  An 
ordinary  monarch  would  have  difcove^ed,    in  riiis 

O  3  .  JwfwfTj 
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anfwer^  an  bfqlcncc  worthy  of  the  fevereft  purufiiment. 
Frederick  viewed  it  in  no  other  light  than  as  the  ridi* 
culous  exploQon  of  an  angry  man  who  could  do  no- 
thing againft  another  who  had  every  thing  in  his  pow- 
•r »  and,  in  truth,  it  was  no  more.  Inftead  of  pw- 
hilhing  him,  he  returned  him  the  crof*  and  key,  and 
recalled  him  to  Potzdam. 

Vokairc  returns,  enters  the  chamber  tfithlJMia  tH 
his  hand,  and  throws  it  inpo  the  fire.  "  There,  fire^"^ 
lays  he,  "  are  the  remains  of  that  unlucky  book  which 
•«  has  made  me  lofe  you  frichdfliip."  The  king  in- 
ftantly  tries  to  fave  Akaikia  from  the  flames,  while 
Voltaire,  with  one  hand  oppofing  the  efforts  of  the 
l^ing,  with  the  other  puAics  the  pamphlet  with  rhe 
tongs  into  the  flames.  Frederick,  after  foixje  flrug- 
gling,  in  which  he  burnt  his  ruffles,  got  the  better  $ 
Akakiats  faved,  and  the  two  aftors  in  this  farce,  con^ 
elude  it  with  a  laugh,  a  QWtual  embracCj  and  a  fup<* 
per. 

Two  other  circumftanccs  wherein  Voltaire  and 
Maupertuis  were  immediately  concerned,  occafioned 
frefti  bickerings,  and  more  and  more  diiguflicd  Frede- 
rick with  the  fociety  of  wits  and  philofophers. 

La  Beaumelle,  returning  from  Copenhagen,  went 
to  Berlin,  in  hopes  of  being  engaged  in  the  king's  fer- 
vice.  He  addrefled  himfclf  to  Voltaire,  and  had  the 
indifcretion  to  defire  him  to  prefent  a  fmall  pamphlet 
of  his  to  Frederick,  entitled  .Afej  Penfeeiy  containing 
the  following  .pafl^ges :  . 
.  "  Voltaire  is  not  the  greatefl:  poet,  but  he  is  the  bcft 
5*  rewarded,'' 
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'^  The  king  of  Pruffia  is  f^rrovndcd  with  wks,  as 
^^  the  German  prinOGS  keep  inookics  in  their  pal»« 

Evwi  if  Vokairc  Jiad  not  fecoUftded  iall  the  vexa* 
tions  which  he  lufiercd  from  the  Frertch,  the  former 
paflkge  )¥ould  hav6  been  fufficieht  to  coi^l  his  2eal  fd( 
MonBeur  La  Beaumelk,  and  the  lut^  tQ  prevent  hihn 
from  j^efenting  hi&  work  to.  the  king.  Atcordinglyi 
he  took  no  ftep^  an  this  ix:cafiohj  .although  any  o^er 
man  would,  in  his  fituatioh^  have  nianifefted  lefs  in« 
dificrence.  Maupertuis^  who  kept  a  wiatchful  eye  on 
crcry  thing  that  paflfedi  feized  this:  momfent  to.kl 
loofe  this  new  Frenchman,  whom  he  knei^  to  be  of  a 
rirtdifthre  and  paffionate  charafter,  againil  his  encmyi 
and  chance  favoured  his  defign.  At  one  of  the  king's 
J(bppersi  whch  w^iverfal  mirth  prevailed,  Vohalne  faii^i 
in  A^fiWpcr  to  the  Man}uis  D'Argtfns,  who  far  near 
him,  "  Brother,  msd^ate  youY  gaiety  y  aH  author  has 
^  jufi  compared  us  to  moHkiesJ'*  The  rnarquls  laughed 
at  the  idea,  which  the  king  perceiving,  wanted  to 
know  what  Voltaire  had  faid.  The  marquis  anfwered 
that  it  was  a  little  pleafantry  not  worth  rep^ating^ 
The  king  infilled  upon  a  more  explicit  r^p^f^  add 
Voltaire  was  obliged  to  quote  La  Beaumelk*:  Ffe-r 
derick  was  extremely  diffatisfied  with  the  jcft» 

The  next  day,  Maupertuis  framed  a  ftor/ •  O^  ot 
this  adventure,  and  reprefented  Vokaire  to  l>a  Beau* 
mellc  as  a  man  who  wiihed  to  ruui  hini  with  the  kirigi 
Hence  all  that  war  of  invedkives  b€t#rien  theinfi,  which 
we  might  overlook  in  fuch  a  mail  as  La  Beiiimollei 
but  ta  which  Vokahrc  ntytr  fliould  have  roplifd. 

O4  The 
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The  other  diffia*ence  originated  as  follows :  Mau^ 
pertubj  jealous  of  (haring  with  other  academicians  the 
honour  of  meafuring  the  earthy  and  determined  at  all 
'  events  to  publifh  fomething  new,  thought  proper  to 
advance,  as  a  difcovery,  thai  motion  in  matter  is  pro^ 
duceiiy  the  leafipoffible  quantity  of  affion  -,  a  principle 
which  he  clothed  in  all  the  fcientific  pomp  of  calcu- 
lation, and  called  the  law  of  the  Minimum.    All  the 
ancient  philofbphers  had  miintained  the  fame  idea  in 
different  terms,  by  contending  that  there  was  nothing 
unferviceable  in  nature,  who  never,  made  ufc  of  fuper- 
fluity ;  whence  it  neceffarily  followed,  that,  in  the  ge- 
neral law  of  motion,  no  more  is  employed  than  what 
is  neceflary  to  that  law.    Fontenelle  remarks,  that 
nature  afts  with  the  greateft  ceconomy ;,  father  Malle-- 
brancft  obferves,  that  God  always  emplays  thCrmoft 
limple  ways  and  me^ns.     Maupcrtuis  was  plunung 
himfelf  on  the  glory  of  this  dilcovery,  revived  from 
the  Greeks,  when  Koeiiig,  librarian  to  the  princefs 
^  tof  Orange  at  the  Hague,   a  friend  of  Maupertuis, 
came  to  Berlin,  and  communicated  to  himtts  intention 
of  publilhing  fome  letters  of  Leibnitz,  in  which  the 
idea  Jf  the  Minimum  was  amply  treated.   Koenig, ^r- 
ceiving  that  Maupcrtuis  was  difpleafed  with  his  pro- 
jcd,  upon  the  day  following  wrote  him  a  letter,  in-  . 
clofed  the  manufcript  in  queftion,  and  intreatcd  him 
to  bum  it,  if  he  thought  proper,  protefting  that  no- 
thing was  farther  from  his  intention  than  to  do  any 
thing  difagrceable  to  him.     Maupertuis,  affuming  a 
tone  of  loftinefs  and  contempt,  returned  him  the  ma- 
nufcriptj  and  broke  off  acquaintance  with  Kccnig, 

who 
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who  then  publifhed  the  letters  of  Leibnitz.  Mau« 
pertuis^  enr^d^  fummons  Koenig  before  the  tribu- 
nal of  the  academy^  and  challenges  him  to  produce  the 
originals  of  Leibnitz.  Kcenig  replies,  that  he  had 
always  declared  he  had  no  other  than  copies  of  the 
let|:ers,  whi^  were  communicated  to  him  by  oik  of 
the  principal  citizens  of  Amfterdam,  whofc  certificate 
he  produced.  Maupertuis  perfifts,  and  aiiembles  fbme 
of  thofe  men  (102)  with  whom  Frederick  has  too 
often  filled  his  academy,  and,  ereding  himfelf  into  a 
judge  in  his  own  cau(e,  he  prefides  at  a  meeting  where 
thefe  letters  were  declared  not  to  have  been  written 
by  Leibnitz,  and  Koenig  was  ftigmatized  a^  a  forger 
who  had  fabricated  them  to  injure  the  prefident,  afid, 
as  fuch,  his  name  was  erafcd  from  the  lift  of.  acade** 
micians.  .    "^ 

Maupertuis  had  gained  the  king  in  this  affair,  by 
infinuating  that  Koenig  was  his  enemy,  and  had  ipo* 
ken  very  ill  of  his  majefty's  profe  and  poetry  to  the 
princefs  x)f  Cktfige.  This  was  always  a  heinous  of- 
fence in  the  efff  of  the  royal  poet,  and  he  took  a  part 
in  this  unlucky  quarrel,  which  covered  the  academy 
wi\th  a  diigrace  which  th^y  have  never  been  abl^^to 
furmouni:. 

Voltaire,  who  was  a  friend  of  Koenig,  and  had  no 
reafon,  certainly,  to  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  Maupertuis, 
publifties  a  little  faRum  in  defence  of  the  librarian. 
The  prefident's  vanity  is  fhocked  5  he  keeps  his  bed ; 
his  chagrin,  he  fays,  is  the  caufe  of  his  illnefe,  and  Fre- 
derick is  on  the  point  of  lofing  the  prefident  of  his 
academy.*   Frederick,  who  was  no  geometrician,  and 

wanted 
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wanted  to  be  a  poet  and  U&<)tm^  blames  Vj^tairei 
and  comes  to  Berlin  tt>  vifit  and  tonibk^  the  ikk 
Stan* 

This  drcumftance  occafioned  qH  fhA  literati  atnongft 
die  Gourders  to  arrange  thettafclves  on  thi  fide  of 
Maupertuis^  and  Vdtaire  is  negleded*  As  &)t  hijfn^ 
be  laughed  at  it^  and  makes. the  public  lati^  b^  pub-* 
fifliing  his  M^ument  of  tbt  Sorbet^,  ih  which  he 
wich  much  hutnour  fhuts  up  the  poor  prefident.  This 
pleafantry,  bbwever^  threw  Maupertuis  into  a  real 
ilbiefd^  inftead  of  that  which  he  had  feigncd>  fike  chil*- 
dren  to  obtain  fweetmeats^  and  Frederick  came  to  pay 
a  lecond  vi(it  to  the  poor  fufierer,  and  ordered  the 
work  to  be  burnt.  Yet  this  Tcry  Frederiek  had  ac" 
tualfy  read  the  work  before  the  impreflSon  cime  out> 
and  even  added  feme  fcraps  in  his  own  hand !  Koenig^ 
iriio  did  more  honour  to  the  academy^  than  the  aca- 
demy could  poffibly  reHe£b  on  him^  had  anticipated 
their  decifion^  by  fending  back^  with  contempt,  hi^ 
diploma  toi^a  fociety  which  fo  little  nqakcd  to  pofTefs 
him  as  a  n^ember.  ^ 

Frederick  became  weary  of  all  diefe  bickerings; 
die  literati,  who  faw  that  the  king  greatly  influenced 
the  poet,  lofl  infenfibly  that  confidence  which  had  ren- 
dered them  amiable ;  and  Frederick,  finding  that  he 
could  not  take  the  lead  of  them  at  his  fancy,  became 
difgufled  with  the  whole  afftttibly,  D'Arget,  who 
was  a  fenfible  man,  prudently  retired  fh>m  a  theatre, 
the  adors  of  which  fiirmfhcd  matter  of  laughter  to 
all  Europe  j  Algarotd  did  the  femcj  and  D'Arnaud^ 
who  had  reafbns  for  noc  efpoufuig  eidier  of  the  par«« 

ties 
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tics,  was  difmiffed  as  a  funj^ei»n  igiorattt  of  a  csourt 
life,  and  evcxouaily  proved  that  be  was  refcrvqd  for  ^: 
better  fate, 

V^airc  had  Jdag  becft  fatigued  widi  thefe  qURr- 
rels.  RUh  ai  he  Was^  aad  enjoying  the  maft  braUaot 
litQ^ary  reputation,  what  need  had  he  of  a  king  ?  He 
wanted  nothing  but  repofe*  The  Ak^a  had  b^a 
reprmeed^  in  HeUaad^  and  Itrederick^  inn^uting  cbts 
to  Voltaire,  recommeticcd  his  coolnefei  Voltaire  dc- 
mandSs'permiflion  to  retire;  Frederick,  piqued,  con- 
fents,  demanding  the  chamberlain*s  key,  the  crofs 
of  .nieirit;,  apd  the-coatraa  he  had  made  with  him, . 
all  of^which  Yokflke  feturned  ¥«idi  >£he  foUawiiig 
verft^:  ;  .-  ,  -^      , 

Thefe,  whieh  with  teriderners  1  once  rcceiv'd. 
Return^,  become  the  figns  of  love  aggrieved :  ^ 

And  thus  th^  Twain,  in  jqalousj^e,  refiores  » 
The  portrait  of  the  nymph  whom  be  adoKs* 

He  did  not  with  to  quit  the  king  in  difgrace,  and 

fct  feme  value  on  thefe  magnificent  baubles,  of  which 

he*  had  no  need,  and  which  he  ought  never  to  have 

received.     Frederick,  foftened  by  thele  pleafing  lines> 

fent  him  back  the  key  and  crofs  fo  often  given  aqji 

retumcdf  and  Vohaire  fpoke  no  more  of  his  retreat.  - 

Three  months  after,  he  afked  permiflion  to  go  to  the 

waters  of  Plombicrcs,  and  Frederick  confented  to  the 

journey.    But,  fcarcely  was  Voltaire  out  of  the  PruC- 

fian  ftates,  before  an  epigram  wa&  circulated  in  Berlin 

againft  the  king,  which  Voltaire's  enemies  attributed 

to  hiiiii  and,  fome  time  after,  a  fatire  appeared  in 

•  •  ^  ,  Saxony, 
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SaKony,  cntMcd  Tie  Private  Life  of  PriJeriek  II* 
and  this  alio  the  literati  at  Berlin  and  Potzdam  de^' 
clared  to  be  the  work  of  Voltaire. 

The  king,  who  ftsfpeAed  that  the  expedition  to  j 
PlombiSre*  was  only  a  pretext  of  Voltaire  to  q«k 

*  -As  a  proof  how  tfindi  Fredenck  wa^  htfrt  at  tfie  publication  of 
Ms  Friifate  Lift,  Mr.  LanreRt^  a  very  himeft  and  eftt emed  hock* 
mier  of  Parity  gave  me  the  follomng  antcdote*  When  this  work 
£rfl  made  its  appearance  at  Paris,  ftridl  orders  were  fent  by  go^ 
vemment  to  the  police  to  fupprefs  the  fale ;  dut,  tike  all  othe^ 
works  of  the  fame  nature,  it  was  furhifhed  hy  the  bookfellers  td 
cnflomers  with  whom  they  were  acquainted.  Mr.  Laurent^  after 
T^attd  af^ctftions.  fhnfi  a  pcrfen  who  had  all  the  exterior  of  a 
man  of  diflinfton,  at  length  agreed  to  furnifh  hiln  with  a  copy  \  but 
no  fooner  did  the  purchafer  receive  it,  than  he  loaded  the  bookfeller 
with  the  mod  virulent  reproaches,  and  inftantly  complained  to  the 
lieutenant  of  police.  Laurent,  fummoned  before  Mr.  Le  Noir,  foofl  | 
found  that  the  perfon  to  whom  the  book  had  been  fold  was  Ho  other 
than  Baron  Goltz,  the  Pruffian  envoy.  The  siagiilrate,  witSi  great 
aufterity,  demanded  if  he  was  really  guilty  of  etpofiiig  a  book  to 
fale  fo  highly  refledling  on  his  Pruilian  majefly,  and  which,  on  thd 
rq>refentatk)ns  of  his  minifler,  had  been  fo  ftiifily  prohibited? 
Laurent,  a  man  of  integrity,  firmnefs,  and  good  fenfe,  replied 
Hathout  hefiutiony  avowed  the  fale,  and  quoted  to  Mn  Le  Noir  fom^ 
of  his  particular  acquaintance,  to  whom  he  had  likewife  fnraiihed 
it ;  adding,  '•  I  certainly  am  to  blame,  at  leaft,  in  this  inftance ; 
«*  for  I  trufted  wholly  to  the  appearance  of  the  informer,  whom  I 
'*  took  to  be  a  gentleman,  never  dreaming  that  Monfeigneur"  (the 
ride  of  the  lieutenant  de  police)  *'  had  the  honour  of  ranking  am- 
<'  baifadors  among  his  fpies."  M*  Le  Noir,  a  liberal  man,  could 
fc^cely  refi-am  from  laughing  at  thb  blunt  fpeech  of  the  book- 
feller, and,  inflead  of  punilhing,  has,  from  that  moment,  become 
the  patron  and  employer  of  the  worthy  Laurent. 

TuANfLATOR^ 
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liim,  occafioned  him  to  be  arrefted  at  Frankfort,  for 
the  purpofe  of  again  recovering  this  key  and  crofe, 
and  his  poetical  works,  as  they  were  termed  by  Frcy- 
tag,  his  agent  at  Ftankfbrt.  The  fevourite  of  Frede- 
rick, and  his  niece,  who  came  to  meet  Jiim  at  that 
town  with  a  paffport  from  the  king  of  France,  were 
detained  a  month  at  the  boUl  du  Bouc,  by  an  order 
from  the  royal  -  friend,  A  guard  of  twelve  foldiers 
watched  them,  and  flood  centry  day  and  night  at  the 
gate^  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  the  key,  the  cnofi, 
and  the  poetry ,  which  were  fent  for  to  Leipfic.  At 
length,  Voltaire  was  fet  at  liberty,  after  refloring  thefe 
fine  things,  and  efcaped  with  paying  all  expences.     i 

Voltaire,  on  his  return  to  France,  wrote  the  Memoirs 
tojtrve  as  his  own  Life,  in  which  Frederick  is  not  fpa- 
red.  The  treatment  which  he  received  at  Frank- 
fort makes  fuch  a  fally  pardonable  5  but,  after  this, 
Ihould  he  have  been  reconciled  to  the  king  of  Pruflia, 
fhould  he  have  received  his  verfes  andcorreded  them, 
or,  in  that  ca^  ought  he  not  at  leaft  to  have  deflroycd 
this  monumftat  of  vengeance,  fo  oppofite  to  his  con* 
dud  ?  Frederick  even  invited  him  again,  at  a  fuh- 
fequent  period,  to  return  to  Berlin;  but  he  was 
cured  of  the  vanity  of  living  familiarly  with  royal 
poets.  (103) 

From  this  period,  Frederick  avoided  living  with 
men  of  letters  of  diflinguilhed  merit,  and  preferred 
perfons  of  modeft  worth,  amongfl  whom  he  might 
take  the  lead.  The  marquis  D'Argens,  who  had  no 
fortune,  was  obliged  to  remain,  and  thofe  whom  he 
afterwards  fcleded,  exifting  only  by  his  favour,  en- 
deavoured 
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deavotirf  d  to  prefervc  k  as  long  as  pofliMe.  In  the 
laft  years  of  his  life,  a  certain  abb6»  Duval  Pirau>  and 
two  Italian  adventurers^  wKofe  names  are  unknown 
in  the  republic  of  letters,  occupied' the  ftation  of  the 
Voltaircs,  the  Maupertuis,  the  Algarottis,  the  Ar- 
nauds,  and  the  Argcnsj  and  a  petty  fcholar  of  a 
French  college  was  his  reader. 

Voltaire  has  given  us  the  following  pifture   of  the 
king's  private  life  at  the  time  he  lived  with   him: 
•*  He  rofe  at  five  in  the  morning  in  fummer,   and.  at 
"  fix  in  winter.      If  you  wifli  to  know  the   cerc- 
•*  mollies  of  this  royal  rifing,  M^at  were  the  great 
"  and  what  the  fmallcr   privileges  of  entering  his 
^  chamber,  the  funftions  of  his  great  chaplain,  his 
•*  great  chamberlain,  the  firft  gentleman  of  his  ^  bcd- 
••  chamber,  his  chief  officer,  &c.  I  will  anlwer  yoi^ 
**  rfiat  a  laquey  came  to  light  his  fire,  drefe  and  fhavc/ 
••  him,  and  indeed  he  almoft  wholly  drcfled  hrmfelf. 
**  His  room  was  not  inelegant.     A  rich  baluftradc  of 
**  filver,  ornamented  wth  Kttle  Cupicb  tolerably  wdl 
*^  carved,  fcemcd  to  enclofe  an  alcove  bed,  the  cur- 
^*  tains  of  which  were  vifible^  but  bdiind  them,  inftead 
**  of  a  bed,  there  was  a  library :    the  king  flept  on 
•*  a  truckle  bed  vnth  a  flight  mattrefs,  concealed  be- 
**  hind  a  fcreen.     Marcus  Aurelius  and  Jufian,  thofe 
^'  apoftlesof  Stoicifm,  did  not  fleep  in  a  more  homely 
**  manner. 

"  At  feven  his  prime  minifter  arrived  with  a  great 
"  bundle  of  papers  under  his  arm.  This  prime  mi- 
««  nifter  was  a  clerk  who  lodged  in  the  fecond  floor  of 
^*  a  houfe  at  Frederfdorf,  from  a  foldier  become  valet 
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^*  de  chambre  and  favourite,  and  had  foriqerlf  lenred 
^*  the  king  when  in  the  caftlc  of  Cuftrin.  The  fccre- 
^  tgnes  of  ftate  fent  iaU  their  difpatdies  to  die  king^ 
^  clerk,  who  brought  an  extraft  of  ch€m^  to  which 
*'  the  king  wrote  his  anfwers,  in  two  \rords^  on  the 
^^  margin ;  and  the  ai&irs  of  the  whole  kbgdom  were 
^^  thus  expedited  in  an  hour.  (104)  Rarely  did  the  fe- 
*^  crcturies  of  ftate,  or  minifters  oa  duty,  approach 
*^  him  i  there  arc  fbrae  even  who  never  Ipoke  to  hinrL 
*^  The  king  his  father  had  ^ftabliflied  fuch  order  ill 
**  the  finances,  every  thmg  was  executed  in  fa  mili- 
^'  tary  a  way,  and  obedience  was  fo  irapKdt,  that  four 
«^  hundred  leagues  of  country  were  gpvcrncd  Kke  an . 
**  ^bey« 

'<«  Towards  ekven  the  king  put  on  his  boots,  r^• 

**  viewed  his  reginaent^  of  guards  in  his  garden,  and 

#  at  the  feme  hour  the  refpeftivc  colonels  were  fol- 

^  k>w^g  his  example  in  all  the  provinces.  (105) 

**  The  princes  his  brothen,  the  general  officers,  and 

*^  one  or  two  chamberlains,  dined  at  his  table,  {106) 

^^  which  was  as  good  as  it  could  be  in  a  country 

*^  where  there  is  neither  game,  tolerable  butchcrls 

**  meat,  nor  a  puHet,  and  where  the  very  wheat  is 

"  brought  from  Magdcbourg*     After  the  repaft,  he 

^  retired  alone  into  his  cabinet,  and  made  verfes  ttU 

"  five  or  fix  o'clock.  (107)  Then  came  a  young  nxan 

**  named  D'Arget,  formerly  fecretary  to  Valory,  the 

**  French  envoy,  who  read  to  him.  (108)   A  little 

**  concert  began  at  fcven,  in  which  the  king  played 

"  the  flute  with  as  much  IkiU  as  the  firft  performiM', 

^^  and  pieces  were  frequently  executed  of  his  com- 

*^  pofition  5 
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^'pofition;  fbr>  there  was  no  art  which  he  did  not 
•*  cultivate,  nor  could  he  have  experienced  the  mor- 
^'  tification  among  the  Greeks,  like  Epaminondas,  of 
^^  acknowledging  that  he  did  not  underftand  mu- 
«*  fic/'  (109) 

^'  Supper  was  ferved  in  a  little  hall,  the  fingular 
"  and  ftriking  ornament  of  which  was  a  pidhire^  the 
*'  defign  of  which  he  had  given  to  Pefiic,  his  painter^ 
^  one  of  our  bcft  colourifts.    It  was  a  fine  figure  of 

^*  Priapus 

*^  Thefc  repafts  were  not  in  general  lefs  philoibphic 

<*  on  that  account Never  did  men  con- 

**  verfe  in  any  part  of  the  world  with  io  much  liberty 
^^  refpefting  all  the  fuperftitions  of  mankind,  and  never 
**  were  they  treated  with  more  pleafantry  and  con- 
**  tempt.  God  was  rclpcfted ;  but  none  of  thofe 
^*  who  had  deceived  men  in  his  name  were  fpared*. 
"  Neither  women  nor  priefts  ever  entered  the  palace. 
"  In  a  word,  Frederick  lived  without  a  court,  without 
*^  counfel,  and  without  religious  worlhip/' 

It  was  during  Voltaire's  refidcnce  at  Berlin  that 
Frederick  fixed  upon  a  prieft  for  the  objeftofhis 
pleafantry.  This  prieft,  who  was  a  village  curate  near 
Stettin,  had  dared,  in  a  fermon  on  Herod,  to  intro- 
duce fome  allufions  againft  Frederick.  The  king 
fent  for  him  to  Potzdam,  fummoning  him  under  the 
borrowed  name  of  a  prieft  to  attend  a  confiftory. 
The  poor  man  was  conduced  there  by  ]perfons  em- 
ployed for  the  purpofe.  The  king  put  on  a  preacher's 
gown  and  band,  and  the  marquis  D'Argens,  and  Ba- 
ron Pcelnitz,  who  had  three  or  four  times  changed 

theif 
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their  religion^  wore  a.fimilar  drefs;  a  volume  of 
Bayle's  didionary  was  laid  on  the  table,  to  reprefcnt 
the  GofpeU  and  tht  criminal  was  introduced  by  two 
grenadiers  to  thefe  three  minifters  of  the  Lord.  "  Bro- 
**  ther,"  fays  the  king,  ^'  I  afk  yoU,  in  the  name  of 
**  God,  on  what  Herod  did  you  preach  ?*'  **  On 
*'  Herod  who  killed  all  the  little  children,"  replies 
the  good  man.  "  I  alk  you,  whether  it  was  Herod 
*'  the  Firft  of  that  name  5  for,  you  muft  know  that 
**  there  were  feveraL"  The  village  parfon  was  at  a- 
lofs  for  an  anfwcr.  "  What  V  fays  the  kin^,  ^*  you 
*'  prcfume  to  preach  on  Herod,  without  knowing  any 
•*  thing  of  his  family !  You  are  unworthy  of  the 
*'  holy  miniftry :  we  pardon  you,  however,  for  this 
*^  tiipe  I  but  know  that  we  will  excommunicate  you, 
**  if  ever  you  preach  again  againft  any  perfon  con- 
*^  cerning  whom  you  are  ignorant."  His  fcntence 
and  pardon  were  then  delivered  to  hilii,  figned  by 
three  ridiculous  names  which  they  had  invented. 
**  We  are  going  to  Berlin  to-morrow,"  adds  the  king; 
**  we  will  Ipeak  in  your  favour  to  our  brethren ;  don*t 
«  fail  to  come  there  and  talk  to  us.**  The  prieft„ 
repairing  to  Berlin  to  feck  for  the  three  clergymen, 
expofed  himfelf  to  much  laughter,  but  efcaped  with 
this  pleafantry  and  the  expences  of  his  journey. 

Some  time  after  the  departure  df  Voltaire,  Mau» 
pertuis  went  to  France  to  recover  his  health,  and  dif- 
fipate  his  chagrin;  after  which  he  retired  to  Bafle,  in 
Switzerland,  where  he  died  in  the  arms  of  two  monks. 
The  philofophic  fuppers  were  now  entirely  a(t  an  e*l 
at  Potzdam^  and  Frederick,  tired  of  turning  fuper- 
.  Vol.  II.  P  ftitions 
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iHtions  into  ridicule*  amufed  himfelf  tvith  laughing  at 
thoie  literati  who  ftill  remained  with  him;  A  certain 
baron  Foelnitz^  a  poori  idiot,  ^cm  he  had  made 
member  of  his  ac^demy^  was.  the  continual  butt  of  all 
his- railleries,  *',  fFben  will  you  change  your  religion 
\^for  the  fourth  timer  iaid  he.  «  l\/^dear  Tc^lnitzr 
faid  he  on  another  .dccafion,  '^^  I  have  forgotten  the 
f^  name  of  the  tnantyou  robbed  at  the  Hague  by  Jelling 
V  himfalfefilverforjilver  without  alloy  5  be/o  good  as 
"  to  ajfijl  my  memory.'*  (ito)  Much  in  tlie  fame  man- 
ner did  he  trtzt  the  marquis  d'Argens,  who  iuflTered 
every  tbing>  provided  that  he  could  obtain  his  pehfion. 

We  tire,  however,  in  the  end,  with  laughing  at 
perfons  who  have  neither  the  wit  nor  the  refohition  to 
reply  r  Frederick  was  often,  fcnfiblc,  of  this,  and  ex- 
claimed one  day  in  yawning,  "  Shall  we  have  no  more 
"  quarrels,  then  ?"  . 

The  war  which  broke  out  in  1756,  awakened  him 
«)Ut  of  this  ftatc  of  rcpofe,  fo  little  fitted;  to  an  a6live 
mind  like  his;  and  he  carried  on,  as  we  have  fttnt 
the  moft  glorious  war  the  world  ever  witneffed,  fince 
it  is  dcdded  that  there  is  glory  in  maldng  war*     : .. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  war  he  wrote  feveral  faniiliar 
fetters,  fuch  as  few  kings  can  writsci  to  the  cotftitefi 
de  Camas,  grand  miftrefs  of  the  court  of  the  queen 
dowagefr  He  had  a  great  efteem  for  that  lady,  whofe 
reputatioaof  virtue  ftood  very  high,  and  irfiojwas 
fome  years  oider  than,  hin^leif-  Thcfe  letters, -arc 
jj^feg^-protrfs'  that  Frederick  eftcemcd  the  pleafur^s 

frrehd(hlpf,.and  kaev^  hoWiJto  lay  majcfly  afidc  to 
pK)cure;th€m.(iij)  '•     .     .     ... 
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.'  In  .i765y;whcn  in  wintef  ^uaiters-^Xti^fiir/hfc 
availed  himfelf  of  thefe-  leifyre  rtiom^nts'tft  convirife 
with  the  German  literati  of  that  ciMirated  town, 
iviiich,  wilhrefpeft  to  lettfers,  is  the  Paris  of  Germatjyi 
He  partieularly  faw  Gottfched,  Gellert,  and  Winkler. 
Thi?  firft  is  deemed  the  creator  of  the  rtiodem  Ger-^ 
iftan,  and  has  .made  his  countrymen  fe^l  that  thei# 
language  is  fufceptible  of  improvement,  but  he  did 
not  pleafe  Frederick.  This  prince  teftified  miicW 
more  eftecm  for  Gellcrti  ^hdfe  fa1)les'hAv6  been  ti-anf* 
feted  into  almoft  every  language,  but  whofe  xn&rii 
the  French,  'who  poflefs  la  Fontaine,*  niever  would  ac- 
knowledge. (112) 

-  After  the  peace  of  Hubertfbourg,  the  king' went  to 
IV^iizbourg,  where  he  gave  an  amicablb  reception' 
to  '  the    el^ftor    and  cleftrefs  of  '  Saxony.      Thirf 
journey  is  remarkable  in  the   private  Rfe  ^bt  Fre- 
derick;'   It-  has  been  a  thoufand  times  faid  in  ptint 
that  he   did    not-  like    magnificencci    and    never 
quitted  his  boots  nor  the  uniform  of  liis  ■  guards* 
But  it  is  from  this  period  only  that  we  muft  date  thfe 
king's  ufage  in  that  refpeft,  this  bdng,  in  faft,  die- 
laft  time  he  ever  wore  a  coloured  coat>  or  fhoes. 
From  the  commencement  of  his  reign  to  this  monieht, 
he  was  accuflomed  to  give  fcafts  and  carbufals,  whdr^ 
he  always  appeared  in  a  brocaded  fuit  ^ith  (JiamonA^ 
buttons,  eat  out  of  gold  plate  worth  Ik  or  fcveh  thA^' 
lions  of  livres,  andneglefted  nothing  ^  that  tihiet*^ 
give  all  the  (plendor  of  magnificened  tb  his  coiirt** 
The  fcvcn  years  war  made  him  feci,  dotribcleft/"tW^' 

Pa.,  the 


ai2  L   f  r   E      OP 

die  nerves  of  a  ftatc  are  money;  and  efpeclally  Rich 
A  ftate  as  his,  and  he  began'  to  augment  hisi  ti'eidure^ 
and  extend  diat  rigid  ceconomy  to  every  branch  of 
government^  an  attention  to  which  has  been  cbnfideitd 
by  many  perfons  as  avarice,  but  at  bottom  was  no 
more  than  an  ceconomy  indifpenfable  from  chj^  fitu- 
ation  in  which  be  ftood.  From  this  moment,  then^ 
he  always  wore  a  blue  coat,  and,  on  days  of  high  ccrc-» 
monyj  a  uniform  of  embroidered  velvet. 

About  this  time  his  body  began  to  bend,  and  his 
head  to  incline  to  the  ri^t  fide>  ariOng,  prd^ablyi 
from  the  fatigues  of  war.  His  conllitution  was  but 
feeble,  but  he  had  formed  a  rbbuft  temperament,  by 
dint  of  aftivity  and  labour.  He  was  of  the  middle 
fize.:  He  had  large  blue  eyes,  and  a  piercing  look« 
He  fpoke  Gcrnjan  in  a  very  rough  manner,  aiwi  in» 
correftly,  but  was  perfeft  matter  of  the- French,  and 
then  his  voiqe  was  mild  anud  agreeable.  On  ap 
proaching  him  for  the  firft  time,  if  the  idea;  of  fo'great 
a  man  threw  the  perfon  introduced  intofome  confufion^ 
in  the  very  moment  that  he  fpdkej  the  former-  cOuld 
not  avoid  finding  himfelf  at  eafc.  He  had  the  art  of 
relieving  all  from  their  embarraflment ;  and  it  appesurs ; 
probable,  that,  previous  ta  an  interview  with  any  fiele- 
brated  man,  he  prepared  what-h^:had  to  fey  to  him- 
I^q  fpoke  of  war  with  the  iiiiiitary ;  of  verfes,  ^ith 
the  poet i  of,  .agriculture,  iwith  the  farmer^  ofjurif-. 
prydencejT  with  th?  lawyer  i  of  commerce,  with  the 
merchant  j  of  politics,  with  tb?  Engliftiman*^  If  ever 
he  tnjlkcd  to  a  ihoennnker,  a  circuinftance  by  no  means. 

extra* 
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extraordinary^  his  cmiveriation  turned^  ddiibdefs,  on 
the  quality  of  leather^  and  the  beft  manner  of  making 
ihoes. 

He  was  fond  of  afking  queftions,  of  comntumicadng 
information,  and  above  all  of  jcfting.  (113)  The 
women  were  often  the  fubjeft  of  his  raillery,  and  he 
took  a  delight  in  throwing  out  fatires  againft  them, 
much  in  the  flyleof  Boileau  and  of  JuvenaL  His 
married  courtiers  had  to  exped  frequeiK  pleafantries 
reipefting  the  talents  of  their  wives ;  and  when  poor 
count  S-^,  who  had  certainly  the  mod  virtuous  wife 
in  Berlin,  .became  angry  at  thefe  farcafms,  the  king 
was  highly,  amiifed,  and  redoubled  the  attack.  He 
often  aiked  women  after  their  natural  children ;  and 
talked  of  their  viftories  to^  princes  who  never  faw  the 
Bring  of  a  muiijuet. 

He  h^d  no  opinion  of  phyficians,  and  liked  to  zSt 
the  part  of  a  doftor  himfelf.  If  he  talked  with  any 
one  labouring  under  a  diforder,  he  never  failed  to 
prefcribe  a  regimen  and  remedies.  He  fent  pills  to 
Voltaire,  and  all  forts  of  powders  and  other  drugs  to 
the  princefs  Amelia  his  filler,  and  other  perfons  whorf^ 
he  cfteeitied. 

His  mode  of  receiving  four  phyficians  for  whom  he 
fent  in  .1785,  to  replace  his  own  who  was  juft  dead^ 
has  been  confidered  as  rather  fevere.  After  aflcing 
them  their  names,  he  faid  to  one,  "  Tour  father  was 

aprieft  /'  to  a  fecond,  ^^  Tour  father  was  afcoun^ 
^*  drel  \*  to  another,  **  How  many  have  you  fent  into 
**  the  other  world  ?'*  The  latter  was  his  ufual  queliion 
to  every  phyfician  the  firft  time  he  Ipoke  to  him. 
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.H^  had  fbnt  to  Drefden  feu*  an  Englifh  doflor^  caKed 
Bdyliesy  to  bring  inoculatibn  into  fafliion  inlus  do- 
minions. On  his  arrival^  he  fent  for  him  and  aiked 
his  fayQurite  qucftion  of  ^  How  mar^  haveym  dif- 
*'  fatched  into  the  other  world  ?"  Baylies,  who  was  as 
warm,  as  witty,  immediately  replied,  *^  Not  Jo  mattf 
**  as  you  J  firo  /"  Eredcricfc,  who  liked  better  to  play 
aipon  others,  than  to  be  joked  with,  turned  his  back 
^n  him,  zxx^neverfaw  him  from  that  moment.  The 
account  given  in  the  Englifh  newfpapers  that  Baylies 
attended  the  monarch  in  his  illnefs,  and  ei^yed  his 
confidence  to  the  laft  moment  of  his  life,  is,  therefore, 
erroneous :  never  did  that  phyfician  prefcribe  a  pill  or 
a  powder  for  Frederick :  fo  worthy  of  credit  arc  the 
newfpapers !  * 

In  1763,  Frederick  paid  a  vifit  to  D'Alembert, 
whom  lie  brought  with  him  to  Berlin.  He  had  fre- 
quendy  irivitcd  him  to  come  and  fupply  the  place  of 
Maupiertuis.';  but  the  philofopher,  warned  by  the'fhip- 
«weck  of  Voltaire,  did  not  chufe  to  expofe  himfelf  on 
(6  tempcftubus  a:  fea,  During  his  ftay  at  Potzdam, 
Frederick  repeated  his  folicitations,  and  D'AIembert 
perfifted  in  his  refufaU  The  king,  piqued,  faid  of 
him,  **  He  makes*  it  his  glory  to  refiife  princes,  in 
**  hopes  that  poftcrity  will  one  day  give  him  credit 
**  for  his  difintereftednefs  J  bxit  he  knows  littleiof  pofte- 

*  Probably  the  author  is  unacquainted  with  the  {iiblime  art  of 
pvffing  paragraphs  in  England,  which  to  ftrangers  have  the  appfear- 
ance.  of  fimple  articles  of  hews — ^and  fuch  I  perfeAly  recolleft 
were  the  artides  refpefting  Dr.  Birj^lieu 

Trahslator. 

*'  rityj 


FREDSRICX:      n«  tljT 

*^  rity ;  ckhcr  they;  will,  fay  ftothii^  afcout-it,  or^Kaii 

« hcnaed  vjcry  foofiOily/'  ^  -  \ 

Frederick  was  deceived.  It  was  infinitely  better 
to  enjoy  liberty*  eftcem,  and  tranquillity,  in  bis  native 
land,  than  ito  goito  a  remote  coiiatry  to  become  chief 
of  a  debafed  fociuecy,  which  the  fcing  himfelf  took  every 
opportunity  of  turning. into  ridicule. 

The  following. is  one *of  the  caufes  of  the  hatred 
which  Frederick  conceivedagainfi;  his  academy.  Stim^ 
ned  With  thfc  praifcs  which  the  academicians  lavjlhed 
upon  fuch  of  his'difcourfes  as  were,  through  his  influ- 
ence, read  upon  fome  occafions  in  their  affemblies,  he 
wilhed  to  alccrtain  whether  thefe  eulogies  were  fincere. 
To  efFeft  this,he  had  a  manufcript  in  his  way  tranfmitted 
to  the  perpetual  fecretary,  carefully  concealing  from 
whom  it  came.     The  produ(5tion  was  rejefted,  nor 
did  the  academy  fo  much  as  deign  to  notice  it. 
Some  time  after  the  author's  name  tranfpired,  and 
commendations  were  then  as  liberally  bellowed ;    but  ' 
the  king  farcaftically  ahfwered,  "  You  have  taught  mt 
^^  what  to  think  of  your  fuffiragcs:''    and  from  that  ' 
moment  he  never  miflcd  an  opportunity  of  making 
a  jeft  of  his  academicians,  treating  them  fometimes  as 
no  better  than  a  fet  of  idiots,  and  favouring  every 
matter  which  appeared  againft  them.  (114)  In  the 
laft  years  of  his  life,  be  wrote  to  D'Alembett,  "  I 
^*  have  little  qf  ws  to  give  you ;  as  a  philofopher,  you 
"  do  not  trouble  yourfelf  with  political  affairs,  and  my 
"  academy  is  too  ftupid  to  afford  you  any  thing  int^- 
"  refting.'*    He  forbade  them  to  nominate  their  own 
members,  which  he  took  upon  himfelf,  that  he  might 
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have  the  pleafore  of  aflbciating  widi  them  a  confide* 
Table  number  o(  moderate  literati^  much  in  the  mamier 
of  his  father ;  but  with  this  difierence,  that  he  always 
took  care  to  referve  ibme  men  of  merit,  to  have  it 
faid  in  foreign  countries  that  he  pofiefled  fuch,  and 
proteded  them.    Every  winter  he  fent  for  them,  and 
diverted  himfelf  at  their  expence.  (115)   Euler,  who 
appeared  at  the  academy  at  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
of  Frederick,  held  the  fociety  in  little  eftimation,  as 
too  inferior  to  his  genius,   and  retumed  to  Ruflia, 
Bitaub6,  one  of  thofe  who,  towards  the  end  of  Frede- 
rick's reign,  wrote  the  pureft  French,  was  tfa-ed  of 
Berlin,  and  went  to  pafs  whole  years  together  at  Paris, 
without  the  king's  permiflicMi.     Prevot,   who  has 
tranflated  Euripides,  remained  only  a  year  or  two  at 
Berlin,  and  preferred  expofing  himfelf,  destitute  as  he 
was,  to  all  the  viciffitudes  of  fortune,  rather  than  ve« 
^tate  in  Fruflia  with  a  good  penfion.    The  bifliop 
infartibus  Pernetti,  (116)  who  had  collected  together 
no  inconHderable  quantity  of  ducats,  thanked  Vxt^ 
derick  for  all  his  bounty^  and  when  he  went  to  de* 
mand  permifTion  to  retire,  the  king  laughed  at  him 
much  with  hi$  familiars  i   but  Pernetti,  who  was  ex- 
ceedingly well  paid,  laughed  alfo  fecredy,  in  bis  turn, 
and  with  reafon,  for  it  was  not  he  who  became  the 
dupe.    On  the  death  of  Sulzer,  fearch  was  made  in 
vain  for  ibipe  perfon  to  replace  him :   the  king  want- 
ed a  Swifs,  knowing  that  the  Swifs  literati  bear  a  jcft 
with  great  complacency,  when  out  of  their  own  coun- 
try,    Merian,  who  was  employed  to  find  one,  met 
wifb  nothing  but  rcfyfals  froai  all  cjuprters.    Even 
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fbme  ycung  priefts  of  Genera  diiHained  the  honour 
of  replacing  this  great  man  -,  but  at  length  a  .young 
preceptor  of  that  city  agreed  to  try  whether  it  wouU 
not  be  leis  irkfome  to  be  an  acadenrucian  of  Berlin, 
than  a  pedagogue ;  he  came,  indeed,  but  foon  after 
iwithdrew.  The  place  was  then  offered  to  a  theologian 
of  Stougard,  who  had  gained  a  half  prize  of  the  aca-" 
demy  ;  but  the  theologian  refufed  the  place  of  Sul« 
zer,  and  from  that  period  to  the  death,  of  Frederick 
it  remained  vacant. 

Moft  of  the  French  in  the  academy,  were  fcnt  to 
the  king  by  D'Alembcrt,  who,  when  his  choice  was 
laughed  at,  anfwered  with  an  excufe  (imilar  to  that 
of  the  Paris  milliners,  who,  when  any  of  the  extra- 
vagant faihions  which  they  diiplay  in  their  Ihops  are 
ridiculed,  reply,  *'  ^bey  are  good  enough  for  tlje 
**  North'*  Some  q(  thefe  Frenchmen,  however,  by 
aflifting  at  the  academical  aflemblies,  conceived  that 
they  were  really  men  of  letters;  even  afFeded  to 
dilHain  the  meii  of  merit  who  had  retired,  and  went 
to  Paris  to  make  a  parade  of  an  erudition  from  which 
they  promifed  themfelves  the  acquifition  of  much,  cc-^ 
lebrity ;  but,  having  become  mere  objeds  of  laugliter> 
fome  of  them  embraced  profefllons  which  formed 
a  fad  contrail  to  the  title  of  academician.  (117) 

A  circunnAance  which  more  particularly  contrir 
buted  to  throw  ridicule  on  the  academy,  was  the 
order  requiring  all  the  memoirs  to  be  drawn  up  in 
French  J  a  very  proper  regulation,  had  the  members 
confifted  only  of  Frenchmen :  but  let  us  figure  to , 
ourfelves  Germans^  Swifs^  and  Italians,  obliged  to 

write 
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write  and  read  their  memoirs  in  a  language  with  the 
elements  of  which  they^were  unacxiuainted  !  Many 
of  them  got  their  memoirs  corredcd  by  language 
mailers ;  but  when  pronounced  at  their  public  feffions, 
it  was  a  perfeft  comedy  for  a  Frenchman, 

Accordinglyj  ibme  of  the  French  publicly  turned 
the  academicians  into  ridicule,  Premontval^  one  of 
their  brethren,  publifhed  a  periodical  works  entitled 
7 be  Pre/trvaiive,  in  which  he  criticifed^  with  much 
pleafantry,  the  barbarous  language  of  Ibme  of  the 
academicians.  Among  others,  he  reproached  the 
perpetual  fecretary  with  having  made  ufe  of  the  fol- 
lowing exprefllons:  les  genoux  ^une  amc  (the  knees  of 
a  foul) ;  dfs  femmes  parleufes  qui  s*accrocbent  au  pre^ 
miervcnu  (chattering  women  who  faften  themfelves 
on  the  firft  comer)  s  des  marmites  que  la  mort  renverje 
(cooking  pots  overfet  by  death) ;  ces  douces  fonilions 
de  ioirey  de  manger^  ei  de  faire  jouer  les  autres 
'  OROANES,  auxquels  la  .  nature  a  attache  du  plaifir 
(thofe  delicious  fundions  of  eating,  drinking,  and 

GIVING  PLAY  TO  THE  OTHER  ORGANS  tO  which  na- 
ture has  attached  pleafure) ;  and  a  thoufand  other 
flips  of  the  fame  nature,  with  which  he  uied  to  feafon 
his  difcourfes.  Another  grammarian,  named  Laveaux,* 
ridiculed  them  in  178a,  in  a  pamphlet  ehtided  Lefons 
de  la  Langue  Franfaife  donnees  h  quelques  Acadmiciens 
de  Berlin.  (118)  The  king  read  this  pamphlet,  was 
amufed  with  it,  charged  the  author  to  compofe  a  work' 
calculated  to  correft  (as  he  faid^  the  ftyle  of  thcfe 

*  The  author  of  the  prefent  work.-^T* 

gentlemen, 
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gendemen,  and  furnilhed  himi^ith  the  plan*  Laveaux 
publi&ed,  in  confequence,  a  periodical  work,  under 
the  title  oiCours  de  Langue  etdeUttemture  Frarifaije^ 
in  which  he  gave  an  accouiit  of  the  new  works  of  the 
academicians^  and  criticifed  their  faulb  rather  in  a 
cauftic  wayi  obfenring  that  there  was  no  other  method 
of  being  attended  to  in  correfting  French  works  in 
Germany.     Though  the  work  was  ordered  by  the 
king,   dedicated  to  the  king,  approved  by  the  king, 
.and  regularly  read  by  the  king,  (119)  the  author 
was   expofed  to  many  perfecutions,  from  which  he 
always  extricated  himielf  by  getting  the  laughers  oh 
his  fide.     He  even  reduced  fevend  academicians  moft 
relpedtfuUy  to  prefent  him  their  memoirs  before  they 
ventured  to  read  or  publifh  them.     Frederick,  who 
was  fond  of  this  ibrt  of  bickering,  and  delighted  at 
finding  matter  of  laughter  againft  his  academicians, 
encouraged  the  author,  taking  care,  likewife,  to  com- 
mend his  criticifms  at  his  fuppers,  in  the  prefence  of 
perfons  whom  he  knew  to  be  the  autKbr's  friends. 
He  affected  even  to  aflc  his  opinion  on  fome  manu- 
fcripts^  ^nd  charged  ibme  of  his  academicians  with 
the  commiflion.  (12b)    Some  German  news-writers 
have  blamed  Laveaux  for  comrtiencihg  his  criticifms 
with  the  memoir  of  a  minifter  of  ftate  who  has  ren- 
dered fervices  to  Pruffia  j*    but  fervices  are  no  plea 
for  not  writing  well  when  any  man  thinks  proper  to 
give  his  works  to  the  public ;    befides  that  the  king 
had  cxprefsly  wdered  him  to  make  no  exceptions. 

*  Suppofed  tabs  M.  de  Hcrtaberi;.— T^ 

He 
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He  has  been  amply  juffificd  by  the  reception  given  to 
his  works  by  Frederick  fince  that  period>  and^  above 
all^  by  the  good  fenfe  of  the  minifter  himfelfj  who, 
after  publiihing  that  he  had  been  criticifed  without 
reafon,  lias  finUhed  by  correding^  in.  the  memoirs 
of  the  academ/j  all  the  faults  commented  upon  in  his 
own.  (i2i) 

All  thefe  cux:umftances  threw  fb  much  ridicule  oh 
(he  academy,  that,  in  1784,  an  academician,  who, 
notwithllanding,  was  a  native  of  France,  having  been 
profecuted,  in  a  court  of  juftice,  for  defaming  one 
of  the  common  people^  was  fentenced  to  a  reparation 
on  a  decifion  formed  from  the  diSionary  of  the  French 
academy.  (12a)  Nothing  can  be  more  laughable  than 
to  fee  the  fentences  of  a  German  tribunal  converted 
into  leflbn^  on  the  French  language  for  French  aca-^ 
demicians ! 

We  muft  not  here  omit  (peaking  of  two  interviews 
between  Frederick  and  the  emperor  Jofeph  II.  The 
firft  took  place  the  25th  of  Auguft,  1769.  Frede- 
rick underftood  that  Jofeph  intended  paying  him  a 
vifit  at  his  camp  at  Neifle,  on  his  return  from  Italy, 
and  had  made,  the  neceflary  preparations  to  receive 
him.  When  the  emperor  arrived,  the  king  was  al- 
ready in  the  epifcopal  palace,  and  defcending  the 
ftairs  to  meet  him,  at  the  moment  he  let  his  foot  on  the 
firft  fteps.  Jofeph  haftened  to  mount  them,  and  ac- 
cofted  Frederick,  faying,  "  At  length  my  wijbes  are 
*^  accomplijhed  r  The  king  anfwered,  '^  ^his  is  one 
"  of  the  mofi  f  leafing  days  of  my  life.*'  Military  ufages 
were  fubftituted  in  the  room  of  all  court  ceremonies, 

and 
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and   Frederick  kept^che  nght  as  the  oldeft  gene^- 
ral.  ( 123)    The  two  monarchs  featcd  themfelves  un- 
der a  canopy^  and  converfed  together  for  feme  time 
in  prcfence  of  the  prince  royal  of  Pruffia  and  prince 
Henry  i  after  this^  they  both  paffed  into  a  cabinet, 
where  they  held  a  private  coftvcrfation  for  an  hour, 
and^   in  coming  out  of  it,  it  was  remarked  that  the 
emperor  embr^ed  the  king.    This  interview  at  an 
endj  a  courier  was  difpatched  to  M.  Benoit,    the 
Prufliatt'envoy  at  Warfaw.    They  then  dined  together 
with  the  princes  and  fbme  generals  of  their  fuit. 
General  Laudohn,    who  was  invited  to  this  dinner, 
attempted  to  place  himielf  at  the  bottom  of  the  table ; 
butthc  king  obligingly  invited  him  to  take  his  feat  by 
his   fide,  faying,  *^  Come  and  Jit  down  bere^  general 
•*  Laudobni  I  always  Hied  better  to  fee  you  by  my  fide ^ 
'*  than  fate  to  face''    After  the  king  had  returned 
the  emperor's  vifit,  the  latter  went  to  fee  the  prinp^ 
of  Pruffia,  in  the  king's  carriage.     The  next  day,  he 
called  upon  the  king  on  horfeback,  to  view  the  mili- 
tary exercifes  j  after  which  he  fet  out  for  his  camp  at 
Colin,  and  Frederick  for  Breflaw. 

The  year  following,  Frederick  returned  the  em- 
peror's vifit  in  his  camp  of  Ncufladt,  where  he  was 
received  with  great  refpeft,  and  the  ant)y  manoeuvred 
in  his  prefence^ 

An  ordinance  publifhed  by  Frederick  in  1772,  fub- 
]e£king  all  manufcripts  deflined  for  publication  to  a 
cenjurcy  feemed  irreconcilcablc  with  that  liberty  of  the 
prefs  which  he  had  invariably  granted  to  all  works  in 
Mrhich  he  did  not  immediately  concern  himf  elf ;  and, 

in 
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in  fa6t»  this  \qM^  appeared-  ^e  n^orc  (bgular,  a&  t&e 
cRtraoce  of  all  foreign  books  was  iredy  pttnittcd* 
Butt  thcfc  contrj«£Aoqr  Jaws,*  which  were  frequently 
renewed,  arelefs  to  be  attribyted  to. him  than  to  Ibnoe 
peribns  in  office,. wlio  were  afraid  of  .feeing  their  coo* 
duft  arraigned,  '  Thcfe  tnen  never  coaled  repi'efenting 
to  the  king,  ttiat  the  liberty  of  the  prtfs  wouki  give 
rife  to  works  injurioiis  to.fene!^  powers,  which,  mjgbt 
occafion  quarrels  with  his  neighbours,,  and  pcr^ps 
reprifals ;  and  they  always  feised  the  moment  When 
fomelibdof  this  nature  made  its  appearance  to  ohbuo 
fuch  ordinances  from  the  king*    The  matter  was  #;ycn 
.  (Tarried  ib  far  as  to  occalion  a  decree,  enaditig  that  ail 
foreign  books  (hould  be  read  by  the  cehfor  before  they 
were  expofed.  to  fale.     Now,  it  is  yrocih  obfcrving^ 
that  there  is  but  one  literary  cenfor  at  Berlin,  and  that 
^  eight  or  ten  thoufand  new  works  are  annually  im- 
ported from  the-  fair  of  Leipfic;  not  including  thofe 
from  France,  England^  and  Italy.    We  may  irha^e, 
then,  the  arduous  tafk  of  the  poor  cenfor,  and  whac 
patience  the  Brandenburghers  muft  be  fuppofed  to 
poflefs,  were  they  to  wait  for  the  permiflion  of  reading 
new  publications.    Thus  does  paiSon  combined  with 
authority  and  want  of  information,  involve  govern- 
ments in  meafures  the  moil  inconceivable,  the  abfur- 
dity  of  which  is  palpable  to  a  man  of  the  mofb  limited 
underftanding*      But   Frederidk,    who,  in  granting 
thefe  ordinances,  only  yielded  to  importunity,  con- 
trived to  encourage  authors  to  violate  andehide  them< 
When  a  printer  was  condemned  .to  pay  a  fine  for  an 
infradtion  of  the  law,  it  feemed  only  neccffaty  thathc 

ihould 
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bould  witc  td  the  king,  who  never  failed  to  exempt 
im  from  it,  frequently  adding  in  his  anfwer,  "  My  in^ 
^  tentkn  is  to  have  the  pr^s  free  i'  an^  a  letter  to  the 
cing  always  procured  permiilion  to. print,  without 
>ai3ing  through  the  hands  of  the  cenfor.^  ..This  per- 
niflion  he  had  granted  to  one  Crant;^,  who  made  a 
radc  of  recording  in  his  wretched  fheets  t;be  adven*- 
axrcs  of  the  public  walks  and  cofFce-houfes,  and  the 
Dverfights  of  the  courts  of  juflice,  but  he  loft  it  in  the 
Fbllowitfg  manner.  His  paper  was  entitled,  Cbarlata^ 
»^r/^.^(quackei*ies),  which  drew  down  on  him  the  vcn- 
geaace  of  ^1  the  quacks  5  a  tolerably  numerous  tribe 
in  every  ftate.  One  of  thefe  quacks,  watching  for  a 
favourable  nriopnent,  read,  one  day,  in  Crantz's  paper, 
that  he.WQuld  ipeedily  publifli  the  quackeries  of  Vienna : 
an  cxgell^ftt  oppiH'tunity !  He  reprefents  the  matter 
tp  the  king,  in  a  point  of  view,  to  the  infallible  efFe<S: 
of  which  he  w;as  no  ftranger,  and  fucceeded  in  pro* 
curing  an  order  to  fubmit  in  future  the  quackeries  of 
Berlin  to  die  infpeAion  of  the  cenfor,  in  order  to  avert 
the  danger  (as  he  pretended)  o(  fujffcriiig  the  impref- 
fion  of  the  quackeries  4>f  Vienna. 

Another  adventure,  -  which  attraded  die  general 
attemiion  at  Berlin  in  1784,  ftill  more  clearly  proves 
the  nature  of.  the  king's  fentiments  in  this  refpedt. 
There  ftppearedj,  that  year,  a  little  fatirical  romance, 
and  the  rtoinifter  of  ftate,  who  had  been  animadverted 
upon  in  the  Cmrs  de  Langue  of  profeflbr  de  Laveaux, 
fuppoibd  him  to  be  the*  author }  and  as  the  latter  was 
at  that  time  qonteftingjwith  the  former  the  right  of 
printing  his  periodisal  wgrk  without  being  fubjeft  to 

the 
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the  cenfbrj  this  miniftcr  conceived  him&lf  to  b( 
pointed  out  in  leveral  paflages,  and  peribns  were  fem 
to  the  bookfeHers  to  feize  all  the  copies.  The  author 
who  happened  to  be  prefent  at  this  leiztire,  purchafed 
them  all,  which  he  had  the  courage  to  have  ckrricd  tc 
his  houfe,  in  prcfencc  of  the  perfon^  fent  to  tike  them. 
A  correljK>hdence  inftantly  took  place  between  the 
minifter  and  the  writer,  and,  in  confequence  of  a  com- 
plaint made  by  the  ifprmcr  to  the  king,  his  msgefty 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  prcfident  Philippi,  enjoining  M, 
de  Laveaux  to  keep  clear  of  perfonalities;  but,  no  or- 
der was  iflued  to  feize  or  flop  the  fale  of  the  ronnance 
printed  without  the  authority  of  the  ceftfor,  though 
the  author  fold  it  publicly  in  his  houfe.  Laveaux, 
aftoniihed  at  the  accufation  of  peribnalities,  and  that 
the  king  fhould  iffue  fuch  an  injundion  without  en- 
quiry, wrote  freely  to  him,  defying  his  enemies  to  fheyf 
a  fingle  inftance  of  reprehenfible  perfonality  in  his 
works,  and  reprefenting  to  his  majefty,  that  he  had 
himfelf  ordered,  encouraged,  and  approved  the  criti- 
cifnis  he  had  made-  Frederick,  who  faw  that  he  had 
been  mifunderftood.  Wrote  a  ftronger  fetter  than  the 
former  to  the  prefident  Philippi,  wljo  took  the  follow- 
ing method  of  fignifying  the  king's  motives  and  in- 
tentions to  the  author.  The  profeflbr  waiting  on  the 
prefident,  he  fhewed  hhn  every  mark  of  politenefs^ 
fent  for  a  bottle  of  champaign,  which  he  chcarfuUy 
drank  with  him,  laughing  at  the  romance  and  criti- 
cifms;  and,  after  two  hours  converfation  and  pleafan*' 
try,  he  read  to  him  the fcing'sletter,  fociaUy  touchii)g 
the  brim  of  each  other's  glafs  at  the  emptying  of  the 

botde. 
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bottle*  Laveaux,  not  ignorant  of  the  king's  fentU 
ments  upon  this  occafion,  now  began  to  connprehtnd 
the  matter ;  he  was  permitted  to  fell  hi§  romance  5  it 
was  recommended  to  him  ta  continue  his  criticifms  ^ 
and,  agreeably  to  his  own  requcft,  he  heard  no  more 
of  the  nomination  of  a  cenfon  Afluredly,  if  Frederick 
had  been  defirous  of  reftraining  the  liberty  of  theprefi^ 
he  could  not  have  availed  himfelf  of  a  more  fcafonabi? 
opportunity,  than  in  the  cafe  of  fatisfaction  demanded 
by  a  minifter  whom  he  loved,  and  who  had  rendered 
him  the  greaxeft  fervices.  Thus  terminated  the  af* 
fair. 

While  this  laughable  fc^ne  was  pafling,  in  which 

the  king  played    the    moft    diftinguiflied  part,  the 

pamphlets  entitled  Frederick  the  Greats  (a  difgufting 

fatire  againft  the  king,)  Memoirs  to  ferve  as  the  Life  of 

Voltaire^  The  King  of  Pruffia's  Mornings^  'The  Trial  of 

the  Three  Kings,  The  Rofe  Pot^   and  a  multitude  of 

other  injurious  libels,  were  publicly  expofed  to  fale  at 

Berlin,  the  tides  being,  alfo,  printed  in  the  catalogues 

regularly  fent  by  the  bookfellers  to  the  king.     It  was 

thus  .that  Frederick  oppofed  the  lib€;rty  of  the  prefs;. 

it  is  thus  that  we  fhould  givetredit  to  all  thofe  ^nec* 

dotes  and  cabinet  orders  coUedted  for  printers  by  their 

compofitors,  and  which  are  always  erroneoufly  judged 

of,  when  we  know  neitlier  circumftances,  motives,  npr 

events. 

It  was  long  fince  Frederick  had  been  fgrrourjd^d  by 
any  French  literati :  the  bickerings  in  which  he  ha4 
been  involved  by  their  fociety,  and  the  ingratitude 
with  which  fom?  pf  them  had  repaid  his  bounty,  filled 

Vqj..  IL  CL  ^'^m 


tt6  LIFE         OF 

him  with  a  fccrct  difguft,  which  foon  diminitfied  hts 
paflSon  for  French  Ktcraturc,  and  his  efteem  for  the 
authors  of  that  rfation-  Perhaps,  too,  he  was  a  little 
piqued  that  his  poetry  had  not  fucceeded  fo  well  in 
France  as  to  compenfate  for  the  pains  he  had  taken 
in  compofing  it :  at  all  events,  he  affedcd  to  hold  the 
French  in  Icfs  eftimation.  This  the  Germans  who 
furrounded  him  perceived,  and,  therefore,  negleifted 
no  point  to  confirm  him  in  iuch  a  change  of  ftnti- 
snents. 

Frederick  had  at  Paris  a  literary  correfportdent  of 
the  name  of  Thiriot,  an  extremely  well-informed  man, 
who  was  generally  called  Voltaire's  Memoryy  from  his 
Angular  attachment  to  that  great  man,  and  becaufc 
his  memory  contained  a  repertory  of  all  the  anecdotes, 
repartees,  verfcs,  and  Imart  things,  which  were  laid  or 
printed  in  the  world.     This  Thiriot,  occupied  ahnoft 
durmg  the  Ipace  of  thirty  years  in  his  corrdpondencc  I 
with  the  king  of  Pruflia,  would  have  died  of  hunger  1 
but  for  the  affiftance  of  Voltaire,     It  appears,  by  a  let- 
ter from  Voltaire  to  the  king  in   17731  (laf)  that, 
after  the  death  of  this  correfpondent,  Frederick  would 
liave  no  other,  and  that  he  was  no  longer  amu&d  by 
the  literary  news  of  Paris.     He  ftill  continued,  how- 
ever, to  hear  from  D'Alembert ;  but  we  may  fee,  by  a 
letter  which   he  wrote  him  after  an  illnefsy  in  what 
eftimation  he  held  this  intelligence.  (126)     He  calfe" 
fbmc  of  the  pieces  fent  to  him,  a  wreUbed  jumble 
which  difgufted  him  in  the  reading. 

The  Germans  had  fucceeded  in  dilgufting  him 
againft  the  French,  and  almoft  converted  him  in  their 

favour. 


FUEDERIQK      II.  2iy 

favour,  as  we  may  fee  by  the  fame  letter.  But  he 
never  liked  them ;  and,  in  truth,  the  German  literati 
of  his  day  were  not  very  amiable.  Wolf,  whom  he 
had  fo  highly  commended,  diipleafed  him  at  the  very 
^rft  interview :  he  was  a  cabinet  philofbpher,  without 
any  knowledge  of  the  world;  blufhed  at  every  word 
the  king  faid  to  him,  and,  in  anfwering,  knew  not 
where  to  place  his  arms  or  legs.  Frederick  called 
Gottfched  a  profoundly  learned  hloekbeadi  a  genuine  ma* 
gazine  of  learning  where  every  thing  is  arranged^  but 
who  does  not  bimf elf  know  what  it  contains  ;  afedant 
wbofmelt  tooftrong  of  the  duft  of  the  library ^  and  bad 
no  knowledge  of  the  world* 

Frederick  entertained,  above  all,  the  moft  fovereign 
contempt  for  German  lawyers  and  civilians*  Lud&» 
wic,  Schmaufs,  and  Mofcr,  the  three  greateft  civilians 
Germany  ever  poflefled,  lived  in  his  dominions  at  the 
Commencement  of  his  reign.  He  wiflied  to  read  fomc 
of  their  greatly  celebrated  works  j  but  he  was  fo  dif* 
couraged  and  difgufted  by  their  barbarous  and  difflifc 
flyle,  that  he  conceived  the  moft  unfavourable  opinion 
of  their  authors,  and  of  thofe  who  commended  them, 
and  would  not  even  permit  them  to  teach  in  the  urii* 
verfities.  He  laughed  at  the  erudition  of  thefe  men, 
who  wrote  in  barbarous  Latin,  and  in  bad  German, 
refpedling  theinterefts  of  courts,  and  who,  in  reafon- 
ing  concerning  treaties,  had  not  the  fmalleft  idea  of 
what  was  paflir^  in  the  cabinets.  Ludewic,  who 
wrote  for  the  houfe  of  Auftria>  for  which  he  was  enno- 
bled by  the  emperor  Charles  VL  could  not,  for  thiis 
reaibn,  be  very  agreeable  to  Fredericks   Moifcr,  by 
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.com|x)(inga  Latin  trcatife  in  favour  of  the  pragrhatic 
fanftion,  was  alfo  guilty  of  an  offence  lb  irreparable  in 
the  king's  eyes,  that  he  was  under  a  necefSty  of  quit- 
ting Berlin;  and  Schmauls,  who  thought  to  ftand 
well  with  the  court  on  account  of  his  work  in  defence 
of  the  houfe  of  Brandenbpurg,  could  only  remain 
.Ibme  time  at  Halle,  and  finally  retired  to  Goetingen. 
**  The  German  language,"  obferved '  Frederick, 
*'  is  only  a  jargon  deftitute  of  grace,  and  which  every 
**  one  treats  according  to  his  caprice.  It .  confifts  of 
**  terms  employed  without  feleftion,  the  moft  expref- 
"  five  and  peculiar  words  being  neglefted,  and  the 
*'  meaning  of  things  drowned  in  epifodical  oceans. 
.**  This  half  barbarous  language  is  divided  into  as 
"  many  dialefts  as  Germany  has  provinces.  Each 
"  circle  is  convinced  that  its  jargon  is  the  befl:.  What 
"  is  written  in  Swabia  is  unintelligible  at  Hamburgh, 
*'  and  the  flyleof  Auftria  appears  obfcurc  in  Saxony. 
***  Melpomene  has  been  courted  among  the  Germans 
"  only  by  untoward  votaries,  fome  ftalking  upon  fl:ilts, 
**  others  crawling  in  the  dirt ;  and  all  of  them,  rebels 
**  againft  her  laws,  knowing  neither .  how  to  interefl: 
"  or  touch  the  heart,  have  been  rejected  from  her 
/'  altars."' 

,  It  is  certain  that  the  German  was  fuch  as  Frederick 
defcribes  it,  at  his  accefllon  to  the  throne  ^  but  he  wrote 
this  in  1780,  when  that 'language  had  greatly  changed, 
.many  writers  having  lately  expreflfed  themfelves  with 
clearnefs,  elegance,  and  precifion.  If  the  men  of  ge- 
nius who  have  made  fuch  efforts  to  reform  the  Gcr- 
man  literature  have  not  generally  fuccceded,  it  is  not 

their 
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their  hultx  but  that  of  the  nation.  In  many  parts  of 
Germany  the  only  fcience,  the  fcience  which  alone, 
can  lead  to  confideration,'  honours,  and  fortune,  is  the? 
jus  publicum y  which  powerful  princes  ridicule,  and' 
which  is  of  no  fervice  but  for  the  weak.  The  mofl: 
inconfiderable  compiler  in  that  line  is  more  efteerfaed 
than  the  fublimeft  poet,  or  the  mofl:  elegant  hiftorian, 
and  the  great  number  of  civilians  whofe  ftyle  is  fliill 
barbarous  and  unintelligible,  contribute  to  perpetuate 
bad  tafl:e  and  barbarifm.  Who  would  imagine  that 
the  Germans  have  an  excellent  work  on  the  fynoni- 
mous  words  of  thHr  language,  in  the  fl:yle  of  the 
French  Synonymes  of  Girard  and  Roubaud,  which  is 
almoft  totally  unknown,  and  that  its  author,  by  wri- 
ting four  volumes  on  fo  ufeful  a  fubjeft,  has  not  been 
able  to  acquire  the  fmalleft  fhare  of  glory,  while  a 
miferable  pamphlet,  on  the  rights  of  a  petty  nobleman 
who  has  not  four  hundred  a  year  income,  is  fometimes 
extolled  to  th<?  (ky  throughout  the  empire  ? 

It  is  not  aftonifhing,  therefore,  that  LeQlng,  whoj- 
after  forming  himfelf  by  the  French,  has  fo  bitterly 
traduced  themj  that  Mendelfohn,  that  Wieland, 
Weiffe,  Engel,  Ramler,  iGefner,  Zolikofcr,  Sulzer, 
Kant,  Garve,  Wefel,  Burger,  Claudius,  and  others, 
fhould  have  had  fo  little  influence  in  general  on  the 
language.  It  is  not  afl:onifhing  that  fo  few  Germans 
Ihould  have  adopted  and  purfued  the  fame  career  'i 
with  thefe  great  writers.  Several  of  thefe  authors 
either  actually  languifh,  or  have.languifhed,  in  the 
obfcurity  of  a  fubakern  college,  with  barely  to  fupply 
their  mofl:  urgent  neceffities,  while  heavy  commen-* 

Qjj  tators 
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tators  on  the  golden  hull,  without  ftyle  and  without 
orthography,  not  unfrequently  enjoy  an  immenfe  for- 
tune, in  defpite  of  genuine  men  of  letters.  Frederick 
liimfclf,  who  has  written  on  the  defefts  of  the  German 
language,  has  contributed  more  diah  any  perfon  to 
retard  its  progrefs  by  the  contempt  with  which  he 
treated  thofe  who  cultivated  it  with  fuccefs.  Under 
his  reign,  never  could  Ramler,  Erig^l,  Mendelfohn, 
Garve,  or  Kant,  obtain  admiflion  into  his  academy, 
in  which  he  iridifcriminately  placed  matters  of  Paris 
boarding-fchools,  or  French  colonifts  whofe  language 
had  degeners^ted,  (127)  Frederick-William  II.  has 
reftified  this  error  j  all  the  German  literati  of  acknow- 
ledged merit  have  been  honoured,  at  his  accefiion  to 
the  throne,  with  a  place  in  the  academy  of  Berlin, 
and  the  comte  de  Hertzberg  is  named  curator. 

It  is  to  this  rpinifter  that  Germany  is  more  efpeci- 
rfly  indebted  for  the  eftimation  in  which  Frederick, 
towards  the  end  of  his  life,  feemed  to  hold  German 
writers  and  the  language.  This  wife  minifter,  whofe 
reputation  is  as  firmly  eftablifhed  in  the  political  as 
in  the  literary  world,  being  at  Breflaw  during  the  ne^ 
gociations  for  the  peace  of  Tefchen,  in  1779,  main- 
tained the  honour  of  the  national  language  in  his  fa- 
miliar converfations  with  Frederick.  The  king  pre- 
tending that  it  was  impoflible  to  tranflate  Tacitus 
into  German,  M.  de  Hertzberg  fent  him  a  German 
tranflation  of  feme  paflages  of  that  author,  and  the 
king  replied,  *'  ^'(?,  this  is  good  German,  and  one  of 
^^  the  Ipefifteces  I  have  read''  The  patriot  minifter 
VJjs  ngt  content;  with  ^is,  but^^  being  loon  after  at 

Sans^ 
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Sans-Souci,  he  had  fome  German  books  read  to  the 
king,  who  laughed  at  them.  (128)  It  was  on  this 
occafion  that  Frederick  publilhed  A  Dijfettation  on 
the  German  liter ature^  the  Hefefls.  with  which  it  may  he 
reproached^  the  Caufes  oftheje  Defe£lSp  andthe  Means  of 
corre^ing  them. 

M.  de  Hertzberg,  who  is,  unqueftionably,  an  ex- 
cellent judge  of  this  matter,  notwithftanding  all  his 
patriotifm  and  enthufiafm  for  his  language,  could  not 
help  avowing,  that  the  king's  remarks  were  no  lefs  judi- 
cious than  profound;  that  this  publication,  inconjide- 
rahle  in  bulk,  but  rich  in  ohjervations^  yoas  applauded 
iy  the  welUinformd  part  of  the  German  nation.  (129) 
He  wrote  to  Frederick,  after  perufing  the  work,  *'  I 
**  forefee  that  all  fenfible  and  unprejudiced  Germans. 
*^  will  be  enchanted  to  find,  that  a  king,  who  has  car- 
*'  ried  the  glory  of  his  nation  to  the  higheft  pitch  by 
**  the  fword  and  by  the  pen,  but  who  has  been  hitherto 
*' deemed  to,  hold  the  German  tongue  in  no  great 
"  eftimation,  is,  neverthelefs,  of  all  rnen,,  he  who  has 
"  the  moft  profoundly  ftudied  its  ftrength  and  feeble* 
*'  ncfs,  and  lays  down  the  beji  rules  for  its  improve^ 
"  ment''  One  of  the  methods  propofed  by  Frederick 
for  amending  the  Geftnan  language,  was  by  adding 
vowels  to  words  terminating  in  confonants,  **  Vow- 
"  els,"  he  remarks,  "  pleafe  the  ear  j  too  many  conr 
"  fonants  near  each  other  hurt  it,  as  they  require  more 
**  trouble  to  pronounce,  and  have  nothing  fonorous. 
^*  We  have  a  great  number  of  auxiliary  and  adlive 
^'  verbs,  the  laft  fyllables  of  which  are  dead  and  dif- 
^!  agreeable^  z&fagen,  geben,  nehmen:   put  an  a  to  the 
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*'  end  of  thefe  terminations,  and  m2ktjagena^gebena^ 
*'  nebmena^  and  the  ear  will  be  delighted  with  the 
^  founds."  Another  method  propofed  by  Frederick, 
is  to  tranflate  Tacitus,  and  other  authors,  whofe^- 
ientious  ftyle^  he  adds,  will  oblige  the  tranflators  to 
abandon  their  idle  terms  and  ufelefa  words.  (130) 

Frederick  refufed  to  fee  the  German  literati,  whom 
he  confidered  as  fo  many  pedants,  and  ufed  to  cite, 
as  an  inftance  of  their  abfurdity,  the  following  paffage 
of  Profeflbr  Heineccius,  in  a  dedicatory  epiftle  to  a 
queen :  '^  Ihro  majefiM  glanzen  wie  ein  karfunket 
*'  am  finger  derjetzigen  zeit;'*  "  Your  majefly  fparkles 
"  like  a  carbuncle  on  the  finger  of  the  prefent  age  :'* 
and  this  other  from  a  poet,  who  fays  to  his  patron, 
*'  Scbiefsy  grofer  gcennerj  /chiefs  deine ftrablen^  armdicki 
*'  auf  deinen  knecht  bernieder  ;**  or,  "  DifFufe,  great 
♦'  proteftor,  diffufe  thy  rays,  thick  as  my  arm^  upon 
*'  thy  fervant."  He  recoUefted  the  awkwardnefs  of 
Wolf,  the  pedantry  of  Gottfched,  and  the  indiffe- 
rence of  Gellert.  In  his  expeditions  into  Silefia,  he 
often  amufed  himfelf  with  the  pedantry  of  the  reftor 
of  the  college  of  Breflaw^  called  Arletius,  whom  he  fent 
for  tp  divert  him.  This  man,  who  }s  a  living  repertory 
of  titles,  rare  books,  editions,  dates,  fafts,  and  names 
of  ancient  and  modern  hiftory,  is,  in  other  rel^fts, 
wholly  deftitute  of  tafte  and  knowledge  of  the  world. 
The  firft  tinie  Frederick  fent  for  him,  he  cited  to  him 
feme  names  taken  from  the  obfcure  hiftory  of  the 
ancient  Slavi  and  Bohemians,  and  the  king  acknow- 
ledging that  he  knew  nothing  of  them, "  I  am  afto- 
f^  njflied  &t  that/'  repliels  the  pedant  j  ^^*for,  your 
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^^  majclty  has  written  the  Memoirs  of  Brandenboiirg.** 
^^  It  is  a  great  error,"  laid  he,  another  time,  to  the 
king,  *'  that,  fince  the  beginning  of  your  majefty's 
"  reign,  the  letters  D.  G.  (dei  gratia)  are  no  longer 
'^  put  upon  the  coin."  The  king  anfwered  him, 
^^  that  neither  were  thefc  two  letters  to  be  found  on 
**  the  coin  of  the  ancient  emperors."  I  know  that 
*^  very  well,"TepKed  Arletius ;  "  but  aH  thefe  emperors 
<^  were  Pagans  J*  He  maintained  likewife  that  Greek 
fliould  form  the  chief  ftudy  of  young  princes,  and  he 
exprcffed  great  furprife  that  it  was  negletfbed.  ( « 3 1 ) 

Attempts  were  made  gradually  to  overturn  the  pre- 
judices with  which  men  of  this  fort  had  inlpired  the 
king,  and  fome  literary  Germans,  confidered  as  lefs 
pedantic,  were  recommended  to  his  attention.  He 
faw  Garve,  a  man  of  learning,  of  Breflaw,  who,  after 
Mendelfohn,  pafles  for  one  of  the  greateft  philofo*- 
phersin  Germany.  (132)  At  Berlin,  Nicolai  was  in- 
troduced to  him,  a  bookfeller  and  author,  who  has 
compofed  a  tolerably  pleafing  roriiance,  who  pub- 
lifhes  a  journal  entitled  The  German  Library^  in  w|jich 
the  French  are  often  rather  harfhly  treated,  and  has  - 
written  Travels  not  in  the  ftyle  of  Tacitus.  Meierotto, 
reftor  of  one  of  the  colleges  of  Berlin,  author  of  feveral 
good  elementary  books,  and,  (towards  the  end  of  his 
life)  Gleim,  an  agreeable  poet,  were  admitted  to  his* 
prefence. 

The  Italians,  who  frequently  attended  upon  the  king, 
favoured  the  views  of  the  Germans,  and  nothing  was 
talked  of  but  the  progrefs  of  German  literature,  and 
the  decline  of  letters  in  France.    "  By  conftantly  re^ 
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^^peatlng  a  tbingy'  obfcrvcs  Voltaire,  "  were  it  falfe^ 
*«  we  at  lafi  make  ourfelves  believe  it.*'  Frederick 
believed,  then,  or  pretended  to  believe,  that  the  French 
no  longer  wrote  any  thing  but  infipidities,  and  that 
die  Germans  and  Englifh  only  had  common  fenie. 
It  was  at  this  period  he  wrote  to  D'Alembert,  "  Were 
**  I  but  young  again,  I  would  divorce  my/elf  f  rem  the 
«'  French,  and  range  on  the  fide  of  the  Englifo  and  the 
««  Germans.*' 

The  ground^work  was  thus  laid,  when  an  Italian, 
whom  the  king's  favourites  had  fent  for  to  Berlin^  to 
become  a  member  of  the  academy,  thought  to  ftrike 
the  laft  ftroke.  This  was  the  abbe  Denina,  known  by 
an  Italian  work  on  7 be  Revolutions  of  Italy,  faid  to  be 
the  produ6lion  of  a  learned  prelate  of  that  country, 
but  given  to  the  world  under  the  name  of  the  abbe. 
This  perlbn,  piqued  againft  the  French,  becaufe 
Voltaire  had  formerly  treated  him  as  a  pedant  in  his 
Man  of  forty  Crowns,  (133)  becaufe  the  French  had 
not  fpoken  early  enough  of  his  works,  and  becaufe 
his  reputation  did  not  equal  that  of  Raynai,  (134) 
gave  a  loofe  to  his  animofity  in  the  moft  ridiculous 
difcourfe  ever  committed  to  the  prcfs  fince  pedants 
have  been  accuftomed  to  fcribble  upon  paper.  The 
pretext  for  this  Gngular  produdbion  was  the  article 
Spain,  in  the  New  Encyclopedia,  alphabetically  arranged  • 
(135)  M.  Maflbn  de  Morvilliers,  the  author  of  this 
article,  had  alkcd,  "  ff^hat  da  we  owe  to  Spain  ?  and 
Ridded,  "  For  two  centuries,  for  four,  for  ten  centuries, 
«  what  has  Jhe  done  for  Europe?'*  The  Italian  abbe 
thought  to  anfw^r  this  queflion  in  a  difcourfe  read  by 

him 
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him  the  a6th  of  January,  1786,  at  a  pUbHc  meeting 
of  the  atAdemy.  (136)  The  good  abbe  pretends  that 
we  may  alk,  on  the  contrary,  "  PFha't  has  France  ever 
**  done  for  the  human  race  fmce  Jhe  extfiedV*  and  it 
is  nearly  oh  this  thefis  that  the  whole  of  his  eloquent 
difcourfe  turns.  His  mode  of  demonftration  is  ftill 
more  ridiculous  than  the  thefis  itfelt  He  pretends^ 
that  France  is  greatly  behind  Spain  in  theology,  as 
the  Spaniards  were  the  inventdrs  of  the  Jcholafiic  theo^ 
logy :  he  pretends,  that  the  Sfantjh  inquifition  contrasted 
the  ferocity  with  which  it  has  been  repfoachedy  in  Pro- 
vence and  Languedoc ;  and  compares  lettres  de  cachet 
to  the  auto-da-fe.  He  lays  prodigious  ftrcfs  on  the 
fcrvices  Spain  has  rendered  the  univerfe,  hy  eflablifb^ 
ing  the  religious  orders^  and  is  cruelly  fevere  on  France 
for  having  founded  only  the  Carthufians.  According 
to  him,  Europe  owes  much  to  Spain /e>r  thefyftem  of  a 
permanent  foldiery^  eftabliflied  by  Ferdinand  the  Catha- 
lic.  He  infinuates  that  Montefquieu  formed  himfelf 
from  the  works  of  the  reverend  fathers  Suarez,  Vaf^ 
^uezy  iSc. ;  that,  but  for  the  work  of  a  certain  Spa- 
niard, named  Couvarruvias,  France  never  would 
have  poflefied  The  Spirit  of  the  Laws-,  and  he  difcovers 
more  erudition  in  the  holy  councils  of  Spain,  than  in 
the  works  of  the  immortal  Pithous.  We  are  indebt* 
td  to  Spain,  he  remarks,  for  the  medicinal  fcience, 
fince  medicine  comes  from  the  Arabs,  and  the  Arabs 
inhabited  Spain.  He  forgets  that  the  Spaniards  firfl: 
brought  us  the  venereal  diforder^  when  he  wiflies  to 
excite  our  gratitude  for  their  having  been  the  firft  to 
difcovcr  the  cfficacioufncfs  of  mercury  as  an  antidote. 

He 
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He  fays,  that  the  Spaniards  are  the  rcftorcrs  of  ana- 
tomy, without  rcfleding,  that,  {o  late  as  the  reign  of 
Charles  V.  the  univerfity  of  Salamanca  deliberated, 
IVbetber  a  dead  body  might  be  dijfe£led  wilbout  injuring 
ibe  conjcience?    and  that  the  ihquifition  wanted  to 
burn  Vcfale,  the  Fleming,  for  having  diffeftcd  dead 
bodies;     It  is  enough  for  a  man  of  letters  to  have  tra- 
velled in  Spain  {)revious  to  the  publication  of  a  work, 
or  the^  making  any  difcovery;  thi^  is  ample  evidence 
in  favour  of  our  abbe,  to  prove  that  the  work  or  dif- 
covery has  been  borrowed  from  the  Spaniards.     If 
we  may  believe,  him,  Defcartes  took  all  his  ideas  from 
them ;   it  is  to  the  Spaniards  we  owe  mufic,  painting, 
architefture,  fculpture,  poetry,  hiftory,  romances,  and 
even  the  game  of  ombre.     He  alledges  that  the  firft 
Troubadours^    or  ancient  bards   of  Provence,  were 
Spaniards,  becaufe  they  flourilhed  in  Provence ;  and 
the  Spaniards  have  three  or  four  good  epic  poems, 
while  the  French  have  only  one.     He  aflures  us  that 
Boileau's  Art  of  Poetry  is  only  a  coUeftion  put  in 
rhyme ;    the  Henriad,  the  Lutrin,  &c.  deteftable,  in 
comparifon  of  thofe  three  or  four  Spanifti  poems, 
which  he  does  not  name,  and  concerning  which  no 
perfon  can  form  a  conjefture.      In  bis  opinion  the 
French  never  woyld  have   had  the  Horaces^  Cinnai  j 
RodogunCy  PolieuifCy  Ipbigcnie,  Athaliey  Zdir^^  Mahomet ^ 
the  Mifdnthropey  the  Tartujffey  UAvare^  in  a  word,  not 
even  the  Marriage  of  FigarOy  without  the  Fefm  de  \ 
Pierre,  Jodelet,  and  Don  Japhet  d'Armenie. 

This  is  a  (ketch  of  the  abfurdities  with  which  the 
abbe's  difcourfe  was  filled.    He  declares,  in  an  adver*, 
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tifement,  that  Frederick  was  of  the  fame  opinion ; 
and,  in  his  dedication  to  M.  de  Hertzberg,  he  affures 
the  public  that  he  propofes,  by  this  work^  to  binder 
the  French  from  pretending  to  the  exclufive  privilege  of 
influencing  the  ftudiesy  the  works y  and  taftes  of  every 
ether  nation. 

Some  perfons  of  merit,  fuch  as  the  duke  of  Brunf- 
wick,  the  count  de  Mirabeau,  and  others,  who  were 
prefent  at  this  affembly,  were  unable  to  fupprefs  their 
indignation,  and  farcafms  were  circulated  through  "the 
whole  company.     As  we  may  imagine,  a  work  of  this 
nature  did  not  pafs  uncriticifed.     It  was  turned  into 
ridicule  by  the  Germans  themfelves,  though  no  admi- 
rers of  French  literature.     The  good  abbe,  fcputed  tty 
both  nations,  flew  into  a  very  unedifying  rage,  and 
vomited  forth  againft  his  antagonifls  a  torrent  of  in- 
jurious cxpreflions,  in  a  pamphlet  entitled  Lettres 
critiques y  tsfc .  not  feeling  that  this  was  acknowledging 
his  defeat,  and  that,  being  unable  to,  confound  his 
adverfaries,  it  would  have  been  wifer  to  have  remained 
filent*    Accordingly,  no  writer  has  taken  the  trouble 
to  reply.     In  thisianfwer  he  had  the  imprudence  to 
reveal  matters  which  pafled  at  prince  Henry's  table, 
where  he  was  .not  admitted,  but  which  had  been  com- 
municated to  him  byfome  indifcreetperfon  of  the  com- 
pany. This  enlightened  prince,  who  loves  the  French, 
and  is.  himfelf  worthy  the  love  of  all  nations,  expreflcd 
his  indignation  at  thefe  proceedings,  and  the  poor  ab- 
be had  the  mortification  to  fee  himfelf  difa vowed,  even 
by  the  very  perfons  to  whom  he  had  prefumed  to  ad- 
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drcfs  his  Littres  critiques:,  who  WCrc  vexed  when  they 
obferved  their  names  brought  forward  in  a  work  of 
fuch  a  nature*  (137) 

Penina  was  member  of  the  aeademy  of  Berlin^ 
while  the  abbe  Raynal,  who  paflcd  near  two  years  at 
Berlin,  and  would  have  fettled  there,  had  the  king 
teftified  any  deltre  to  have  him  in  his  academy^  was 
not  invited  to  remain.  (138)  So  ftriking  was  the 
difierence  between  the  Frederick  of  1750  and  the 
Frederickjof  1784 !  The  ridiculous  pamphlets  of  the 
Jdbi  Denina,  and  a  prize  given  to  the  count  de  Riva- 
m\  for  his  work  on  ths  Caufes  of  the  Umvirfality  oftln 
French  Language^  were  the  two  laft  exploits  of  the 
academy  of  Berlin  under  the  reign  of  Frederick,  and, 
in  faft,  the  laft  gafp  of  that  fociety ;  for  Frederick-  | 
William  II.  has  laid  the  foundation  of  a  new  ibciety«    1 

Had  it  been  the  exprefs  intention  of  the  academy,  I 
in  crowning  the  memoir  of  M  de  Rivaro],  to  prove  to 
the  king  that  the  ftyle  of  the  French  authors  was  htr 
come  conceited  and  afFe£ted,  they  could  not  have  | 
made  a  better  choice ;  but  the  peribns  who  cried  up  < 
this  memoir  to  the  ikies,  had  no  fuch  refinementi  I 
They  really  admired  it,  declaring  loudly,  before  the  | 
unfealing  of  the  billet,  that  they  knew  no  man  of  let- 
ters in  France,  not  even  the  inwnortal  Bufibn,  the 
bcft  writer  of  whom  that  country  could  ever  boaft, 
capable  of  producing  a  mafter-piece  of  this  nature* 
Yet  this  memoir  is  filled  from  one  end  to  the  other 
with  examples  of  the  moft:  excraor^Unary  ftyle :  in  it 
we  find, 

Us 
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Les  expreffifms  figuriesfmt  eomtne  affijks  i  la  ports  de 
chaque  ^o/%^»....«(Figurative  exprcflions  are  featedi 
as  it  were,  at  the  door  of  each  profeflion.) 

Les  fdites  itrangers  ferrent  de  prh  le  ftyle  figure....^ 
(Foreign  poets  ftick  dole  to  the  figurative  ftyle.) 

Un  cmcert  devoix  trouble  par  unjilena (A  concert 

t>f  voices  difturbed  by  a  filence.) 

Le  monde  qui  change  ^attitude (The  world  which 

changes  attitudes.) 

Ucber  du  Grec  tout  pur:...(To  fpotit  pure  Greek.) 

La  langue  Fronfaije  ejt  uneplanete  qui  aJes/atelHtee 
&  une  temperature... ..(The  French  language  is  a  pla- 
net which  has  its  fateUices  and  a  temperature^) 

Ceft  une  midailley  qui  a  une  pbyfionotnie^  qui  a  um 

prohite  attacbee  i /on  genie (It  is  a  medal^   which 

has  a  phy(iognomy>  a  probity  attached  to  its  ^nius.) 

Among  others,  there  is  a  phrafe,  too,  on  Voltaire, 
the  fcnfe  of  which  I  leave  to  be  unravelled  by  our 
modern  CEdipi. 

Vinfatigable  mobilite  de  Jon  dfne  de  feu  favait  ap- 

pelle  i  rbiftoire  fugitive  des  hommes^  iSc.  6?^ (The 

indefetigable  mobility  of  his  foul  of  fire  had  called 
him  to  die  fugitive  hiftory  of  men,  &c.  &c.)* 

*  The  tranflatdr  has  given  a  literal  tranflatioii  of  tkefe  rhap- 
fedtes  of  this  count  de  Rigmarole,  to  afford  fome  idea  of  his  non- 
fenfe  to  the  Englifh  reader :  and  furely  no  man  deferves  lefs  mercy 
from  the  literary  world;  for,  fince  his  return  from  Berlin,  he  has 
had  the  vanity  and  impertmence  to  aflame  the  ofHce  of  critic  and 
cenibr  general  of  the  works  of  every  man  of  merit  and  real  talents 
in  his  owB  coimtry. 

Translator. 
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In  fpitc  of  all  thisi  however,  the  count  de  Rivarol 
was  choftn  member  of  the  academy  of  Berlin. 

Such  were  the  efforts  made  to  difguft  Frederick 
againft  the  French,  to  whom  he  was  ipdebted  for  part 
of  his  glory:  for,  without  the  French  Iwguage, 
without  the  nufter-picccs  of  that  nation,  the  leffons  of 
Voltaire,  his  familiar  and  intimate  r'communication 
with  French  mien  of  letters,  and  the  commendations 
laviflied  on  him  in  French  works  which  flew  from 
pole  to  pole,  Frederick  would  fcarcely  have  been  dit 
tinguiihed  biit  as  a  fortunate  conqueror,  and  the 
grcateft  part  of  his  hiftory  would  have  been  written  in 
chara£ters»of  blood.  His  literary  glory>  had  he  ever 
acquired  any  in  his  native  language,  would  have 
wretchedly  expired,  like  that  of  moft  of  the  Germans 
of  his  day,  on  the  banks  of  the  Oder  or  the  Rhine; 
Europe  would  not  have  known  him  as  an  agreeable 
poet,  an  elegant  hiilorian,  and  an  amiable  philofopher^ 
at  leaft,  his  works  would  not  have  been  read  as  they 
iiow  arc,  in  every  country  poflfefTed  of  literature  and 
tafte:  and  this,  furely,  was  what  Frederick  felt  when  he 
firft  formed  the  projeifl:  of  eftabliftiing  a  name ;  diis  it 
was  which  made  him  feek,  with  fo  much  ardour,  men 
celebrated  in  the  world  of  letters,  to  engrave  his  name 
on  the  temple  of  memory. 

Frederick  was  wrong  in  afFedling,  towards  the  end 
of  his  life,  a  contempt  for  the  literary  produftions 
of  a  nation  which  ftill  poflefled  a  Raynal,  a  BufFon, 
a  Marmontel,  a  DeliQe,  a  Diderot,  a  Necker.  If  it 
was  the  effeft  of  weaknefs,  we  myft  iippute  it  to  his 
age,  which  influenced  his  judgme^nt^  if  the  rcfult  of 

poUcy 
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policy  .(as  has  been  alledged)>  it  WM  fa}b€k^r  bifr: 
glory  ftood  not  in  need  of  contt^^    Xhep^ifons  who. 
occafioned  this  revolution  in  hx9  (^d^age^  gratifi^, 
perhfl^^  dieir  jeabufy  of  the  French  tuition)  and  wero 
ieduced  by  the  glimtAerings  of  a  m^ken  patriodfm : 
the  event  will  prove  whether  they  reaUy  ftruggled  for 
the  ^ory  of  the  fovereign  and  the  country.    Cathe* 
rine  II.  efteemed  Voltaire,  and  thought  him  better^ 
calculated  than  any  man  to  make  the  whole  world 
acquainted  with  the  merit  of  the  founder  of  the  Ruffiai) 
empire. 

It  ieems  difficulty  no  doubt>  to  pafs  a  judgment  on 
the  works  of  Frederick.    Voltaire  has  pretended  that 
he  correfted  them ;  and  others,  who,  dill  mart  than 
Voltaire,. (hould  have  been  fUent  on  tkt  fubjefb,  have 
boafted,  lince  his  death,  of  having  furnifhed  him  with 
the  materiajs  for  his  hiftory ;   take  fix>m  him  mattr- 
rials  and  ftyle,  what  will  there  remain  ?    jLet  us  ipeak 
out:  either  materials  coUefted  by  the  ftudent  of  an 
univerfity,.  or  the  corrections  of  an  able  man,  do  not' 
fuffice  m  the  formation  of  a. good  work.    To  dry, 
meagre,  and  confufcd  extr^fts,  a  confiftcnqe,  colour-, 
ing,  and  order,  muft  be  given :  a  plan  muft  be  traced 
out,  and  its  parts  proportioned  and  diftributed  i   they 
muft  be  thrown  into  agreeable  forms,  connected  to«^ 
gether,  and  rendered  proper  to  form  a  whole.    Tim. 
was  the  work  of  Frederick.    As  for  the  ftyle,  what* 
is  bad  cannot  be  corredtcd.  A  good  work  muft  be.  the 
produce  df«  fingle  caft,  which  genius  alone  can  ope«*^ 
rate:  in  coming  out  of  the  mould,  the  workipan* 
may  find  fome  parts  to^oliih,  fome  trifling  idi&|eo^ 
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des  t»  Mrraft  $  buvivistotheartiftwe  areiadebied 
ftr  chemift^r-^i^ce.  If  a  fta^e  be  dcfttcute  of  gra- 
Gds,  if  thembe  4io  propoitioA  m  the  dimenlioaS)  iHbere 
i>  the  ^Phidias  friid  fliidl  correft  it  to  the  pdint  <#  ex- 
cellency ^  iHe  muft  break  it,  and  makeanc^chen-  On 
die  other  hani}>  fliouki  there  exM  only  a  &w  i>Ie- 
noflies  in  the  acceflarf  parts,  ia  he  whacomfts  tfaem 
entided  to  claim  the  gWy  of  the  work?  Ihi  Manors 
of  Br^nJenh&urg'will  always  hokl  a  diftiiigtiilhed  rank 
anong  our  beft  hiftopkal  pTodii^oaa^-  we  love  to  iee 
a  king  throwing  afide  his  rank  to  alTume  the  quality 
of  an  bift<»ian,  and  faking  of  fai^  houfe  and^  his 
anceffaors  with  a  noblenefs^  a^  modefty,  a  wiictotn, 
which  conftantly  difcover  the  philofopher,  whMft  they 
conceal  the  man«  S'be  Art  nfWar  is  a  poem  wherein 
we  meet  with  (I  will  not  fay  verfes,  but)  whole  paiia- 
ges  which  Voicaire  would  not  have  diikvowed,  and 
which,  with,  all  his  cormftioas,  he  nevo^  ^oiild  have 
brought  to  their  prefent  ftate  of  perfedk)n,  had  they 
been  compofcd  by  a  common  genius.  TJiefirtwo 
{tfoduftions,  and  his  ytnti^Macbiav0l^  would  have 
ftifficed  to  immortalize  aFrenchman,  and  they  are  the 
work  of  a  German  and  a  king  !  The  .£tt/^|iis  he 
COmpoibd  in  memory  of  ibme  of  his  deoeaff d  foeads^ 
dO'honour  to  bis  heart,  and,  whatever  his  detradors 
rtuyiaffeit,  they  never  can  prevent  us  from  efteemiog 
them  a$  fc^  many  a<Sts  of  public  homage  rendered  by  a 
kiiig  to  gratitude  and  friendfhip>  and,  furely,  fuch 
circumftanees  are  confiderable  proofs  of  meriat.  *  Some 
dUsM  familiar  Epiftles  would  not  difgrace  the  works  of 
I:AiZat«ui^4::ha\^i€U|  .and  he  has  written  letters  to 
u>^  .1  X      the 
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the  coimtefs  de  Camas,  to  D*Alembert,  and  (*ev*ral 
othcrsi  which  breathe  as  much  Aature,  facilhy,  attd 
grace,  as  occur  in  many  of  the  fettefs  of  Madam* 
DeshouKferes,  not  to.  mention  thofe  inlipki  aftd  wearU 
fome  details  which  lb  frequently  dMguft  us  in  thekc-^ 
ter.     And  where  is  the  Frenchman  who  has  wrictert 
like  him  upon  the  military  art  ?  '  ^leafantry  is  the 
only  ij)eeies  of  writing  wherein  Ft-cderick  has  not  al* 
ways  fucceeded.    This  fpecies,    the  .moft  difikuft 
perhaps  of  all,  attd  which  nature  fcems  to  have  pecu*. 
liarly  appropriated  to  the  French,  cahhot,  I  imagine^ 
be  ever  H^ppfly  attaiiMd  to  in  n  foreign  language. 
There  is  none  which  requires  a  more  perfeA  acc^aint- 
ancc  with  tu^-ns,  exprcfl56ns,  alkilions,  metaphot^,  and 
the  habit  of  intrbduclng  a  charm  in  fuch  writing  to 
which  defcription  is  inadequate,  and  which  is  rarely 
to  be  acquired  by  ftrangers,  howfoever  unremitted 
their  attention  to  the  ftudy  of  a  language.     His  tale 
entitled  "  The  Failure  of  the  Miracle"  has  not,  un- 
queftionably,  f  he  fimplicity  and  graces  of  La  Fontdne. 
In  1753,  he  attempted  to  play  upon  the  public  ^nA 
news-writers  in  three  letters  in  profe,  which  wc  cannot 
read  without  pleafure,  becaiaije  k  is  eafier  to  jefl:  in 
proft  than  poetry.     It  was  on  the  fubjed  of  thefe 
letters  that  Yotl&ire  tlius  addrefled  him  in  a  peevifih 
mood : 

O !  Second  J4dian  !  Frederick  the  Great  I 
Forai'd  to  inftrliA  and  govern  evVy  ftaCe  I 
Some  letters  for  the  Pubh'c  you  indite. 
Beware  !  left  shey  fhould  aofwer  what  jou  tvrlh  f 

H  2  Indeed, 
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Indeed>  it  is  fingular  that  Frederick,  after  writing 
tfaefe  letters,  and  his  heroi^comic  poem  on  Poland 
(many  poignant  paiTages  of  which  have  been  feen  by 
ibme  of  die  Itterad,  and,  if  n$t  Jupptifftdy  ought  to 
appear  in  his  pofthumous  works),  fliould  fo  ridiquloufly 
lutve  interefted  himfelf  againft  Voluire's  pamphlet 
on  Maupertuis.  (139)  Noperfon  was  msxt,  fond  of 
fatires  than  himi^,  nor  did  he  let  even  Voltaire  efcape 
him.  We  know  that  this  celebrated  man  had  the  pre- 
fumption  to  make  a  declaration  of  love  to  a  lifter  of 
the  king  in  the  following  veries: 

Hew  oft  fair  Truth,  delighting  to  unbend, 
Can  to  deceit  her  beauteous  afpcA  lend ! 
Sleeping,  I  law,  in  an  ecftatic  dream, 
0*er  my  crown'd  head  the  Sun  of  empire  beam,       v 
I  lov*d  you,  liM,  and,  thin^  that  love  declared ; 
My  better  half  of  pow*r  the  gods  have  fpar'd : 
Waking,  without  my  throne^  I  more  than  reign, 
£ince,  all  my  joys,  fave  thofe  of  fway,  remain. 

'  Frederick  thus  anfwered  in  the  name  of  the  prin* 
eels: 

Whatever  view  direds  our  cfcy  career. 

Analogous  to  this,  the  dreams  appear. 

Heroes  may  drenm  that  they  the  Rhine  have  croft  ; 
.  And  Merch^nu  that  their  freight  has  millions  coft. 

In  dreams^  dogs  bark  againft  the  lucid  moon  ; 
.  But,  that,  in  dreams^  Voltaire  fliould  play  the  loon. 

And  think  himfelf  ek&ed  Pruflui*s  king, 

Shews  that  from  dnamt  too  wild  vagaries  fprtng. 
,  » 

He  made  fome  verfcs  on  Candide,  which,  u  thcjr 

are  little  known,  we  ihall  give  the  reader* 

The 
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The  little,  wortbleTs  wretch  CanMdi 
Of  fenfe  and  qibdefty  has  need. 
Such  wants  as  chefe  proclaim  the  fpark 
Young  brother  to  the  Joan  of  Arc. 
His  aged  fire,  to  grow  lefs  old, 

,  Would  give  a  plenteous  purfc  of  gold,  '^ 

They  juvenility  regain 
Who  write  in  fuch  a  boyifh  drain. 
<*  AU  is  not  wsll^**  the  author  cries : 
To  prove  this  faA,  the  pages  rife. 
<»  Airs  wrong'*  (he  fwears) ;  alid,  faidiful,  ftiU» 
£ach  page  reechoes,  ^^AllisillJ'* 

We  know  likewife  the  (atirical  verfes  he  made 
againlt  the  French  nation,  and  Louis  XV,  who  then 
governed  it.  As  they  have  been  printed  in  the  Me- 
moirs to  krvt  as  the  Life  of  .Voltaire^  we  fliall  not 
here  repeat  them>  nor  the  ftill  more  cutting  anfwer 
returned  by  order  of  the  duke  de  Choifeul. 

Frederick  has  been  reproached  with  fometimes  lay** 
ing  good  poets  under  contribution,  and  borrowing 
without  ceremony  whole  hemifticks  from  Boileau> 
Roufleau,  Voltaire,  and  others.  It  muft  be  allowed 
that  we  cannot  wholly  exculpate  him  from  this  re- 
proach. Since  his  death,  a  copy  of  verfes  has  been 
publifhed,  compofed  not  many  years  (ince,  which 
announces  the  decline  of  the  poet,  and  makes  us  for* 
get  the  pupil  of  Voltaire,  (140)  Thefe  verfes,  cer- 
tainly, were  never  corrected  by  another  hand  i  for  he 
had  no  perfon  about  him  at  that  time  capable  of  cor- 
retting  French  poetry*  Had  they  not  been  compofed 
at  io  advanced  an  age,  we  might  from  them  be  ena- 
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bled  to  judge  of:  kts  r^  poetic  tdcnt^  ahd  there  is 
reafon  to  thinks  that  we  fliaU  find  feiwral  pieces  in  his 
pofthumous  ^^orksj  where  the  poet  will  appear  in  his 
true  coloiK-s. 

We  fhould ,  have  ftill  much  to  add  refpefting  his 
private  life;  we  might  fpeak  of  his  prodigious  me- 
mory, of  his  love  for  folitude  and  gardeniiigy  x>f  his 
tafte  for  fruits,  of  his  attachment  for  tbofe  animals 
which  are  the  fymjix^  of  fidelity)  of  his  fiwniliarity 
with  thd  pjerfons  ufually  about  him,  and  with  His  do- 
meftics ;  but  we  have  thrown  together,  at  the  end  of 
this  volume,  a  number  of  anecdotes,  which  will  fup- 
ply  what  we  Ihall  here  omit,  Thefc  faflrs  paint  the 
character  better  than  any  rtaibning.  Let  us  pais^ 
dierefore^  to  the  particulars  df  his  illne(s  and  his 
death. 

For  fom^  years  the  king  was  very  infirm;  ■  he  was 
t^Mrmented  by  the  gout,  lubjeft  to  frequent  indi- 
geftionB,  and  his  (Irength  diminifhed  from  day  to 
day.  Yet,  until  his  death  in  1 786,  never  did  his 
infirmities  prevent  him  from  attending, '  as  ufiial,  his 
•  reviews,  or  from  vifiting  the  different  provinces  of 
his  dominions.  He  has  been  known  to  rei^ew  hb 
troops,  and  galbp  through  all  the  ranks,  as  if  he  felt 
no  pain,  notwithftanding  that  the  abfcefe  which  had 
broken,  out  upon  hiai>  and  approached  to  a  ft^>pu* 
ration,  fi-equendy,  upon  fuch  occafkms^  touched  the 
feddle. 

In  Auguft,  1785,  he  reviewed  his  army  in  Silefia, 
in  very  bad  weadier';   and  on  the  24th  there  was  a 
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eontbual  fall  of  raiv  which,  the  king  received  on  bijB 
body,  during  four  or  five  hours^  ^idiout  fo.much  ai; 
covering  himfeif  with  a  cloak/ ^  On  his  returni  it  ap^f 
peared  that  all  his  doaths  were  fbaked  to  the  verj^ 
ihirt,  and  water  was  poured  out  of  his  boots  as  from.^ 
pitcher%  This  expedition  greatly  hurt  his  healtl^ 
When  returned  to  Potzdam,  he  was  attacked  by  f 
fever>  and  for  the  firftiime  became  unable  tq  affift  at 
the  Hiilifary  exercifes  of  Potzdam,  which  take  place 
in  the  month  of  September.  He  appointed  genera) 
Rohdich  to  review  the  foreign  regiments^  and  the 
reigning  noonarch,  then  prince  royal>  to  fuperintend 
the  manceuvres :  but,  his  malady  did  not  prevent  him 
from  dilating  himfeif  the  dilpofuion  .of  thofc  exerr 
cifes  throughout  the  three  days  of  their  duration ;  and' 
he  always  gave  the  word  in  prefence  of  his  gpncrals 
and  tjie  foreigners  of  diftindtion  then  at  Potzdam. 

Towards  the  end  of  autumn,  the  fever  quitted  him, 
and  was  fucceeded  by  a  violent  cough  ^  but  the  gout, 
which  ufually  attacked  him  at  this  feafbn,  did  hot 
make  its  appearance.  The  cough,  ftill  augmenting, 
prevented  him  from  taking  regular  fleep;  but^  this 
fituation,  though  it  greatly  weakened  him,  did  not  in 
the  leail  influence  his  activity  in  bufinels  1  he  did  not 
for  a  fingle  day  difcontinue  to  read  ^11  the  diipatches 
of  his  minifters  in  foreign  courts,  the  reports  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  different  departments,  nor  the  immenfe 
quaotity  of  let^ters  and  petitions  from  individuals  whicji 
he  was  continually  receiving.  Every  naming  at  four 
Qr.  j|ve  o'cl^k,  he,  ^  uiuali-ordefecl^Ife  three  cabim^t 
Si^f^tmcs  to  enter,  one  after  th?  lO^ei^  .^d  di&ated 
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infwirs  to  all  thefe  papers,  ^m  die  moft  important 
difpatch  to  the  moft  trifling  letter  and  the  moft  frivo- 
tens  demand  from  the  loweft  of  his  fubje£b.  This 
oceupatiotl  generally  lafted  till  7  or  8  o'clock*  After 
this  entered  general  Rohdich,  the  commandant  of 
Potzdam,  then  his  aides-de-camp,  to  whom  he  gave 
his  orders  for  the  garrifon.  It  was  not  till  after  he 
had  expedited  all  his  affairs  that  he  faw  a  furgeon, 
and  ibmetimes  a  phyfician,  to  confult  them  on  his 
dilbrder.  Towards  eleven,  he  fent  for  fome  of  the 
peribns  who,  by  his  command,  were  either  always  at 
Potzdam,  or  camefrom-Berlin  to  keep  him  company, 
iand  with  thefe  he  converfed  dll  noon.  He  then  dined 
alone,  and,  after  dinner,  figned  all  the  letters  or  an(wers 
he  had'di£bated  in  the  morning*  At  five»  he  again 
fertt  for  fome  of  his  fociety,  with  whofe  converfation 
he  amufcd  himfclf  till  eight.  After  this,  he  retired 
and  pafled  the  remainder  of  his  evening  in  hearing 
fome  ancient  authors  read  to  him :  fomedmes,  alfo, 
when  the  letters  he  received  were  too  numerous,  he 
fan  over  the  contents  of  fevcral  before  he  went  to  bed. 
Such  were  his  occupations  to  the  day  which  immedi- 
ately preceded  his  death. 

During  fome  years  paft,  he  pcrfpired  copioufly  in 
the  night,  and  confidered  this  evacuation  as  contri- 
btiting  greatly  to  his  health.  In  the  month  of  De- 
cember, 1785,  thefe  peripiratioiis  began  fenfiblyto 
ditftinifli,  and  at  length  entirely  ceafed.  *  The  king, 
who  piqued  himfidf  on  knowing  his  conftitution,  and 
ftieafured  his^hcalth  by  the  quantity  of  his  iH>6bumal 
f  feffpimitm,  bcgah  to  doubt  df  his  cure*    Ten  year$ 
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befeMy  Muzeli  his  ptiyficioni  hsd  pronounced,  diat» 
whenever  the'peripiration  fliotiM  ftop^  the  king  i?ould 
be  in  the  gttateft  danger.  Accordsn^y^  Frederick 
often  fiud>  ff^mU  but  my  ftr^iratim.  return  I  Yet 
all  the  ikiH  of  the  phyfidans  couhl  not  recall  it ;  a 
circunaftance  which  confirmed  kirn  ftiU  more  ftrongly 
in  the  bad  opinion  which  he  had  long  conceived  of  the 
medicinid  (aence« 

An  oppreffion  now  enfuing,  wluch  (till  continued 
to  augment,  he  did  not  go  to  Berlin  during  the  car* 
nival,  as  was  his  conftant  cuftom.  In  this  fituatk)ii 
he  pafled  the  winter,  and  it  was  hoped  that  the  Ipiing 
would  do  m6re  for  his  health  than  any  remedies.  He 
him^' looked  ^whvard  to  dus  change,  and  waited 
for  the  return  of  fme  weather*  On  the  firft  favourible 
days  of  April,  he  was  placed  in  an  arm-chair  on  what 
was  called  the  gtetH  fiair-cife^  and  remuned  part  of 
the  afternoon  in  die  fun.  As  foon  as  the  weather  be- 
cante  entirely  letded,  he  reiblved  to  remove  to  Sans- 
Souci.  The  15th  of  this  month,  at  fix  in  the  mora* 
ing,  he  got  into  a  carriage,  took  an  airing  of  a  few 
leagues,  and  returned  in  the  evening  to  Sans-Souci. 
This  little  excurfion  did  him  good,  and  he  found 
himfelf  much  better. 

This  amendment,  however,  was  but  of  ihort  du^^- 
ration  ^  the  oppreflion  encreaied,  his  ftreagth  daily 
diminiihed,  a6d  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  he 
ipoke.  He  was  unable  to  aifift  at  the  ordinary  re* 
views  of  the  17th  and  i8th  of  May,  but  he  ftill  hoped 
to  be  prefent  at  thofeof  Sikfia.  He  feveral  times  at* 
tempted  tx^  mount  lus  horie  to  go  to  the  parade  of 
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^iMdim,  bttt^  ^Ung  hift  i^oitiete  fiitl  himi  he  ntam-> 
ed^  after  proceeding  a  few  paces.  He  ooct  advwiGed> 
hofwever^.as  fiu*  as  the  new  palace  of  Potsdancij  to  fee 
the  vihes  he  had  pjaftted  there  die  prece^j^g  year^ 
and,  at  another  tune»  he  reached  the  gate  c^  the  town, 
but  the  duft  rifing  from  the  road  and  the  new  build- 
ings fo  incoHMnoded  him,  that  he  diought  proper  to 
return.  To  remedy  the  latter  incoovenienoef  he  or-, 
dered  tA  the  ftreets  of  Potidam  to  bcf  watered  twice 
«  day ;  but  the  weather  turned  cold^  and  his  health 
Was  every  day  impairing. 

In  thefe  circumftanoes  the  king  did  not  pay  fuf- 
ficient  attenticxi  to  his  food ;  he  was  fond  of  friiit  and 
paftry,  and  often  ate  of  theito.  Oiie<  day,  M^trni  he 
found  himfelf  a  little  better,  hf  chofe  for  \m  mead  an 
Italian  ragw^  caUed  pvlkma^  made  of  the  flour  ci 
Turkey  com,  Parmefan  cfaeefe^  and  oil ;  fueb  a  ragcui 
might  have  incommoded  a  man  in  full  heakh,  and 
the  king  was  feized  with  a  violent  chdk,  which  nearly 
coft  him  his  life. 

At  length  his  diforder  terminated  in  a  dropfy,  and 
he  was  no  longer  able  to  lie  in  bedi.  He  remained 
day  and  night  in  an  arm-^chair  with  iprings^  which 
could  be  moved  at  pleafure.  By  degrees  his  kg^ 
fwelled,  and  became  h  ftifFfihat  he  ccndki  no  btsger 
tlir  them.  Tlie  fweliing  qontmued  to  mo«nt.  His 
appetite  was  good,  but  his  fleep  was  irregular.  Somei- 
times  he  flept  in  eating  and  drinking^  and,  one  day, 
Slaving  called  his  footman  to  give  him  a  gbifi  of  water, 
he  lifted  him  up  with  his  kft  arm  to  place  him  in  a 
proper  attitude  to  carry  tl^ig^  ix>  bk  aotthj  but 
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at  the  inbmetot  when  his  lips  wtfre  a{^>roacHing  h, 
the  king  fdl  afleep,  and  the  fervant,  who  was  afraid  of 
replacing  lum  in  his  diafir^  fupported  him  in  this  man- 
ner during  two  hours,  when  he  at  length  awakened, 
and  aiked  whether  he  had  flepc  a  quarter  of  an 
hour. 

Nearly  a  month  preceding  his  death,  the  fwelling 
in  bis  feet  giving  him  violent  pain,  he  lent  for  the 
furgeon  and  ordered  him  to  make  an  incifion  in  his  * 
legs,  thinking  thus  to  alleviate  the  pain.  This  the 
furgeon  rcfiifcd,  apprehending  that  the  operatbn 
would  haften  the  king's  death.  Nature,  however, 
feconded  the  wiflies  of  the  patient;  his  right  leg 
opened,  and  it  was  followed  by  a  great  quantity  ai 
matter.  This  afforded  the  king  great  eafe,  and  gave 
£>me  hopes  to  thofe  who  interefted  themfelve^  in  Ms 
Health  $  but  the  phyficians  were  of  a  diSerent  opinion, 
and,  now,  cooeluded  that  there  was  no  k>nger  any  re- 
fource.  In  faft,  his  weaknefs  became  exceflive,  and 
the  king,  who  till  now  had  always  enjoyed  a  very 
great  appetite,  entirety  krfl  it. 

He  remained  three  weeks  in  this  condition,  during 
which  time  he  tranfafted  (as  we  have  obferved)  his 
affairs,  as  if  in  the  enjoyment  of  perfeft  health.  Some 
days  before  his  death,  he  dilated  to  his  aides-de-camp 
the  plan  of  the  exerciies  at  the  reviews  in  Silefia,  and 
entered  into  aU  the  deuih  of  the  movements  and 
choice  of  ground.  He  fttll  employed  himfelf  with 
general  D'Anhalt  in  new  nulitary  arrangements,  the 
raifing  of  ibme  free  battalions,  and  feveral  affairs  of 
the  &VM  nature.  He.  diS»ted  to  bis  minifter  Hertz- 
berg 
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betg  his  uymtkHis  refpeding  foreign  aflUrsj  vtd 
fettled  with  the  minifters  Dc  Hoym,  Dc  Wcrdcr, 
and  l()e  privy  counfeUor  Schutz  of  Pomeranian  new 
plans  for  clearing  out  lands,  improvements,  and  ma- 
nufaftures.  He  intended  to  build  feveral  new  villa^ 
ges,  and  was  in  expe£tation  of  three  hundred  Spanifh 
flieep  for  which  he  had  fent  to  imprpve  the  breed  in  his 
dominions*  Sonie  days  before  he  died  thefc  iheep 
were  to  arrive  at  Potzdam,  and  he  looked  for  them 
with  impatience,  orderiiig  ibme  of  them  to  be  brought 
to  him  at  Sans-Souci,  where,  as  he  cxprefled  himfelf^ 
be  would  receive  their  vifii.  The  15th  of  Auguft, 
the  day  before  his  death,  he  gave  orders  for  the  gar- 
,  rifon  of  Potsdam  to  exercife  out  of  the  town.  - 

On  the  1 6th,  he  was  fo  weak  as  not  to  be  able  to 
purfue  his  ordinary  occupations.  From  the  morning 
his  throat  began  to  rattle  viplently,  and  his  attendants 
expeded  every  inftant  to  fee  him  refign  his  breath. 
He  was  in  this  condition  when  his  three  cabinet 
iecretari^  prefented  themfelves  to  tranfa<^  bufmeis 
with  him.  On  feeing  them,  the  habit  of  his  duties, 
and  the  defire  of  fulfilling  them,  feemed  to  ftimulate 
his  endeavours  to  colledk  all  his  remaining  force,  and 
he  made  a  (ign  to  them  to  wait,  as  if  it  had  been  his 
intention  foon  to  call  them.  This  effort  was  the  lad; 
for  he  foon  after  fell  into  a  ftate  of  ftupon  At  ten, 
general  Rohdich  came  to  alk  for  the  word  3  but  the 
king  remained  in  this  fituation  till  the  evening,  about 
which  time,  Engel,  furgeon  major  of  the  firft  battalion 
of  guards,  touched  his  legs,  which  were  cold  up  to  the 
knees»    During  this  operatipn,  he  heayed  a  figh,  and 

put 
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put  his  finger  to  his  mdurii.  The  perfons  who  were 
accuftomed  to  fcrve  him  comprehended  that  he  want- 
ed fomc  fennel  water,  which  he  generally  drank  of 
when  he  found  himfelf  weak.  It  was  prefentcd  to 
him,  and  he  tremblingly  advanced  both  his  hands 
and  took  the  glafs.  Engel  having  retired  behind  the 
king  towards  the  door  of  the  antichamber,  the  king 
afked  in  a  broken  voice,  0^at  does  Engel  think  ofrnj 
legs  f  They  anfwered  riiat  he  had  found  them  as  be- 
fore. At  this  reply,  the  king  (hook  his  head,*  as  if  to 
fay  that  it  was  all  over,  and  at  the  lame  time  mutter- 
ed a  few  words  which  nobody  could  comprehend. 
Some  moments  after  he  afked.  What  o'clock  it  was  ? 
and,  on  being  anfwered  that  it  wias  nine,  he  &id, 
«*  IVell  theny  J  am  going  to  reft  T  His  voice  and  his 
refpiratiori  became  graduafly  more  feeble,  as  it  ufualljr 
happens  in  the  feniunf  Pbilipfi ;  and  on  Thurfday 
the  17th  of  Auguft,  19  minutes  after  two  in  the 
morning,  his  head  fell  on  the  ftomach  of  M.  Strizky, 
his  fervant,  and  he  thus  gave  up  his  lait  breath, 
without  any  convulfion  or  other  fymptom  of  pain. 

When  this  great  prince  «pircd,  he  had  no  perfon 
near  htm  but  Neumann  and  Schcening,  two  huffars 
of  his  chamber,  and  a  few  fervants.  In  the  anti- 
chamber  were  the  baron  de  Hertzberg,  his  cabinet 
minifter,  (141)  lieutenant-general  Gcertz,  and  the 
grand  equerry,  count  Schwerin.  During  his  whole 
iUncfe  no  phyfician  ever  fat  up  with  him  ;  two  fer- 
vants only  pafled  the  night  in  his  chamber,  whom  he 
treated  with  the  greateft  gentlenefs,  was  afraid  of  fa- 
(igtiing  themi  and  never  fufiered  the  flighted:  expref* 

fion 


fion  of  pecvilhiicfs  or  impastknce  16  cfcapc  Mm*  When 
hi3  opprcffion  incommoded  him,  he  caBcd  the  Ibirant 
iriio  was  near  Wm  wkh  a  tow  v<ricc,forfear  of  «w«keii^ 
mg  die  perfons  aflecp  in  die  nexic  room,  aad  be^g^d 
Kiin  toraifehis  head  a  litde. 

Frederick  dkd  in  the  fentimenta  of  refigpoA  he  had 
always  profeiftd  throughout  Us  life ;  he  remained  true 
to  his  principles  to  his  kft  breathy  and  difcovered  no 
emotion  cither  of  fear  or  anxiety.  Some  days  b^rc 
his  death,  he  received  a  very  fingular  Germtti  letter^ 
of  which  the  fottowu^  is  a  tranflatioa : 

«  SlRB  I 

.  «'  Full  ^f  trembling  and  ia  the  utmoft  ftar  of  the 
•«  Almighty,  I  cah  no  longer  hinder  »^elf  from 
«^  prefenting  humbly  to  your.nngefty  the  greateftand 
^  the  mbft  necel&ry  of.treafipres^  which  furpafib  aM 
**  odiers,  and  can  atone  render  you  ha]ppy :  Ais  trea- 
«  furc  is  feith^  which  comes  froni  Goo.  Not  jthe  wifeft 
'^  man  can  beftow  it  on  hirafelf  s  Gob  (done  can.  But, 
'<  your  majefty's  great  undecftanding  will  feel,  Azt  if 
*^  it  be  defutible  to  poifipfr  a. thing  of  this  itxip^tance, 
^<  and  which  will  kad  whh- certainty  to  eternal  Jife>  it 
.<«  would  betnecefiary  tb  dcitiaoid  it  of  Goo  by  prayer> 
<*  good  works^  and  the  contennplatidnisf  the  wiml  of 
^<  God.  Oh  1  this  afliirance  I  6c]»  rthe  Father  of 
♦«  mercies  will  give  it  to  your  mayefty,  if  yow.  vM  ac- 
'^  knowledge  the  niediation  of  hts  Son  jEsirsCftltiST, 
•••^that  mediation  of  love  and  charity  j:  if  you  will 
<^  adoptthe  fentiraents  of  love,  of  cbarityy  of  hoMnefSi 
^  of  this  <H^e  SA^vsova^  and  finco^defiitt  .9»  have 

«'  his 
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**  iiis  Hrfjr  Spirk  for  «  guide.  A  itbtle  eternity  /. 
^^  ThiS)  indeed,  has  die  ftrc^eft  ckim  to  our  at« 
*«  tendon.  We  obtain  the  grace  of  God  l^  humbling 
*^  ourfelves  like  little  children.  ^^  If  you  be  not  coa*. 
*^  verted,"  fajrs  Jxsvs,  *.^  and  become  Ukie,Uttte  cUil- 
^^  (!llcri^  yoo  ^riUL'  not  e^ter  into,  the  kingcjom  of  Hea« 
'f  ven/' .  Then,  what*  cdeftial  light  would  your  oia^. 
**  jefly  not  fee  fliitaing  in  the  words  of  Jisus  and  hii^ 
*'  apofttes,  and  in  the  futurity  which  awaits)  you  I 
<^  Would  the  matter  then  be  fo  difficult !  <<  B^  ta; 
^*  Goo  every  thiog  is  podfible."  Jtsvs^  bavepilym. 
'<  «i/  I  am,  with  t&  moft  prolbuiidf  reip^A  fmd 
*«  chrifUan  charity, '&c.  . 
i        .  '    (      *^TheplaiA.Chkiftian,  O.F.*' 

Afeer  Froderit^  had  read  thia  lett^j  He.  returned  ir^ 
laying,  "  Ghe  Oipriiie  a^fwer  t9  tk^e  pet^lfih  their 
^  iftientiott  is  g^odJ' 

Such  was  the  end  <^  this  great  king,  whofe  life  had 
fb  much  iitiucnce  on  his  own  donainioes,im  Germany, 
on  an  Europe 

Frederick,  upon  aftoccaficms,  anxious  for  the  main« 
tenance  of  his  fiiperiority,  could  not  fuffer  any  oQa  to 
refift  him;  and,  hence,  arofe  the  military govt^n* 
mcM  wshich  ho  laboured  to  eftablifli  in  his  ft^es  from* 
the  commencement  of  his  reign.  The  fbundatioBS^ 
of  this  govemmenc  were  laid  by  bis^ father;  Frede* 
rick  fixed  k  on  a  felid  bafis,  on  an  army,  immenfe.in 
proportioa  to  his  pofieffions,  and  wb<^  prefence  fedm^ 
ed  a  continual  nnetace  for  the  people ;  on  the  medi* 
octic}fiawltt€h.hociook  care  to  keep  all  orders  of  his 

,.  i:.  J  fubjcas. 


^^6  %    t    t    Z      OF 

ibbjefts>  and  the  addrefs  with  wK A  Jic  cbntrhrdd  Aat 
dieir  whole  w^are  (hoirid  depend  on  bioi.  The  im^ 
pbfts  wereinrfrjr  confident,  and  <me  part  of  Ac  mo- 
ney which  Aey  produced  entered  the  king's  treafury 
never  to  return,  and  was  confequently  loft  to  com- 
merce and  circulation :  but  Frederick  beftowed  a 
great  Mimber  of  penfions,  and  odier  bounties,  on  old 
Ibkliers,  on  the  poor,  on  ardfts,  and  men  of  letters ; 
he  repaired  all  the  tofles  oocafioned  by  misfintunes ; 
he  built  houfes  for  individuals,  ^d  thus  attached  to 
his  peribn  the  moft  laborious  and  moft  numerous  clafs 
of  the  people  -,  he  gave  a  free  education  to  the  chil« 
dren  of  noble  families  in  his  fchool.of  cadets,  or  his 
military  fchod;  the  nobility  who  were  poor^  and 
whom  the  weight  of  impofts  prevented  from  ever  be- 
coming rich,  had  no  other  refeurce  but  the  prc^ffion 
of  arms;  andthePruflian  gentlemen  vegetated,  as  it 
were,  peaceably  for  ten  or  fifteen  years  in  the  nmk  of 
lieutenant,  which  produced  them  three  or  four  and 
twenty  IhilUngs  a  month,  waiting  for  what  they  called 
their  fortune  $  that  is  to  fay,  a  company,  worth  about 
four  or  five  hundred  pounds  a  year  in  time  of  peace. 

The  king,  in  taking  from  his  fubje&s  with  one 
hand,  beftowed  on  them  with  the  other  a  part  of  what 
he  had  taken,  thus  replenifhing  the  fource  from  whence 
he  was  to  draw  again.  By  thefe  means,  he  threw  a 
veil  over  the  immenfity  of  the  tmpofts,  procured  him- 
felf  the  reputation  of  beneficence,  and  the  wife  diftri-- 
bution  of  thofe  bounties  enfured  him  love  and  bene- 
di&ions  in  all  the  fH'ovinces  of  his  dominion^  among 
all  conditions,  in  every  town,  in  every  village,  in  every 
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haiahlec.    Eveiy  tlung  breathing,  if  we  may  uk  th& 

expreffion,  in  Pruffia,  depended  inamediatcly  On  Htot 

the  gentleman,  by  the  fobfiiittnoe  he  derived  &om  the 

army,  and  thefbrtynC'  he  expefted  from  it,  as  well  aa  j 

by  the  fuccours  he  looked  for  from  the  prince  for  hid  I 

enrates>  in  times  of  deart|i  and  calamity:  the  peafant^  ! 

by  the  obligation  of  bearing  arms,  the  rigour  of  which 

was  done  away  by  habit  5  by  the  refources  he  expedted 

ill  hb  misfortunes ;  by  the  protection  the  king  gr&nted 

him  againlli  the  lords,  the  minifters,  and  judges,  whoRi> 

he  wa&  glad  to  humble  on  thcfe  oc€a0on8.     The  Ibl^ 

dicF,  who  received  but  a  trifling  pay,  and  was  rudely^ 

treated,  ftill  found,  in  the  liberty  of  exercifing  all  forts! 

of  profelTions,  trades,  and  commerce,  a  thoufand  mO'^= 

tivea  for  loving  theking^  and  being  attached  to-  him.'     ' 

The  people  experienced  continually  frefh  reibufces  iti 

the  new  manufa&ories  eftablifbed  by  Frederick;^nd 

iupported  by  his  bounty,  and  in  the  edifices  he  was 

conftantly  ;conftrufl:ing.     If  Frederick  was  obliged^' 

on  the  one  h^od,.  to  wound  his  people,  he  knew,  on 

the  other,    how  to  conciliate  them  by  advantages 

which^fcemed  to  be  of  weight  fufficienc  to  ftifle  their 

complaints. 

This  thirft  of  unlimited  fway  contributed  greatly  to- 
make  him  enter  perfonally  into  all  the  details  of  admi-». 
niftration.  He  was  afraid  of  depending  on  a  miniflrer, 
and  thofe  he  employed  were  men  of  moderate  abili- 
ties, and  in  faft  no  other  than  his  clerks.  Ferfuade<i 
as  he  was,  that  the  general  nature  of  affairs  was  fuf- 
ficient  to  form  fuch  men,  he  feldom  changed  them 
but  when  he  deeihed  it  abfolutely  neceflary.  He  has! 
Vol.  II.  S  even 
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even  been  known  to  chufe  nsen  who  owned  to  him  their 
incapacity  for  the  place  to  which  he  deftined  them : 
^f  li  is  enough  to  know  bow  to  ohey^*  he  replied ;  a 
ijpeech  which  perfe&ly  paints  ^their  reladve  fituation 
under  the  monarchy  The  pradtice  of  reading  all  the 
letters  tranfmitted  to  him  by  his  fubjefts  muft  have 
been  attended  with  infinite  trouble  and  difguft :  but 
l)e  by  thefe  means  informed  himielf  of  every  thing 
that  was  pafling  \  kept  all  his  mmiflers  and  men  in 
Qfiice  in  greater  awe  than  can  ever  prove  the  refult  of 
blind  delpotifm«  which  ftrikes  off  heads:  from  pure 
caprice ;  and  he  referved  to  himfelf  a  thoufand  op- 
portunides  of  gradfying  his  humour»  by  punifhing 
th^m  under  the  aj^arance  of  juftice.  No  man  in 
office  dared  to  take  the  fmalkft  ftep^  to  utter  the  Icaft 
word,  without  the  permiflion>  the  confent,  the  order  of 
the  king«  When  a  caufc  was  depending  in  a  court 
of  juftice,  the  judges  imagined  the  king  might  be  in- 
formed of  the  decifion  1  an  idea  which  made  them 
trenrible,  and  had  an  influence  on  the  ientence.  When 
a  minifter  affumed  too  high  a  tone  to  a  peafant,  the 
letter  jconfidcntly  put  on  his  hat,  and  faid,  "  /  ^upill 
"  go  and  tell  the  king  ;**  and  this  liberty  of  telling  every 
thing  to  the  king  feemed  to  lighten  the  burthen  im-> 
poled  on  them  for  the  king. 

In  order  to  maintain  this  dread  in  all  the  tribunals 
and  colleges  of  juftice,  Frederick,  from  time  to  rime, 
difmi0ed  men  in  office,  without  examination,  or  af- 
Ogning  any  reafon  for  his  condud,  and  without  the 
leaft  appearance  of  any  fault.  In  the  affair  of  the 
miller  Arnold,  he  difmiffcd  Fiirft,  the  chancellor, 

without 
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^^ithout  any  form  of  procefs  ;  and  the  baron  de  Borck, . 
a  man  of  infinite  merit,  at  the  head  of  the  commercial, 
department,  received  his  difcharge  one.  day  without 
ever  being  able  to  difcover  the  caufe  of  his  difgrace. 
The  king  being  at  Magdebourg  in  1785,  and  de- 
manding of  the  prefident  of  the  chamber  fome  parti- 
culars relative  to  agriculture,  one  Putkammcr,  who 
was  prefent,  made  himfelf  the  fpokcfman,  and  talked 
with  a  great  deal  of  efixontety  of  what  he  did  and 
what  he  did  not  know.  The  king,  delighted  with 
this  babbler,  turned  out  the  prefident,  who  was  an  ho- 
rieft  old  man,  incumbered  with  a  large  family,  and  put 
in  his  place  this  Putkammer,  a  natural  fon  of  the. 
general  of  that  name,  and  who  had  ferved  chancellon 
Jarriges  as  a  laqucy*  Many  fimilar  inftances  might 
be  cited.  Not  but  that  Frederick  was  aware  that  this 
conduct  might  draw  on  him  the  reproach  of  defpotifm, 
but  he  had  the  art  to  conceal  it  all.  When  he  dif- 
mififed  a  man  in  this  way,  the  affair  was  foon  ftifled  in 
the  province,  and  there  was  no  criticifing  it  in  the; 
public  papers..  To  deftroy.  the  impreffion  it  might 
produce,  Frederick  generally  feized  the  tirft  favourable 
opportunity  of  making  a  parade  of  juftice  and  mode- 
ration. It  was  thus,  that,  after  difmiffing  the  chan- 
cellor Fiirft,  and  inftandy  fending  the  other  counfel- 
lors  concerned  in  that  affair  to  Spandau,  he  only  put 
Goern,  his  minifter  of  ftate,  accufcd  of  embezzling. the 
calh  of  his  department,  under  arreft  in  his  own  houfe, 
and  madea  point  of  rigoroufly  obferving  all  the  forms 
before  he  fcnt  him  to  that  fortrefs,    Jhis  cohdu6t  was 

S  2  loudly 
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loudly  extolled  in  the  gazettes»  and  it  iafiom  gazettes 
that  many  hiflories  are  con^)ofed. 

Thus  did  Frederick  hdd  in  continual  awe  every 
perfon  employed  in  hb  (ervioe;  thus  did  he  oppor^ 
tunely  humble  them>  by  {^laying  off  one  againft  the 
other,  and  himfelf  remaiaod  the  &h  mafter.  Hence 
it  was  that  the  people  in  many  reipe&s,  enjoyed  a 
degree  of  liberty  unknown  in  other  Aatcs  widi  a  kfs 
defpotic  conftitution.  In  fiune  countries  when  liberty 
is  ftill  talked  of,  men  are  afrsud  of  minifters,  clerks  ki 
oflfce,  miftreflfes,  and  eren  their  women.  At  Berlin 
the  king  alone  was  feared;,  and  has  miniflers  confidered 
88  mere  inftruments;  But  if  this,  conduft  gratified  the 
ruling  paflion  of  the  king,  and  w»  favourable  to  aibrt 
of  liberty  unknown  in  other  countries^  it  was  attended, 
on  the  other  hand,  with  inevitable  inconvemencies. 
Placemen,  who  were,  xh  genctal,  without  fortunc> 
labouring  under  the  perpemal  dread  of  being  igno-^ 
minioufly  difmiflcd,  whatever  might  be  their  attach- 
ment to  their  duty,  whatever  their  age  and  length  of 
fervice,  could  have  no  odier  objcA  but  to  enrich 
themfelves,  or  at  leaft  to  amafs  a  competency^  in  cafe 
ef  accident:  they  empbyed  every  fort  of  means, 
therefore,  to  attain  this  obje&.|  aod  there  are  fo.maoy 
methods  of  doing  this  which  mufb  necefliu-ily  efeape 
die  vigilance  of  the  nx>ft  adive  prince !  Beiides 
diat  their  falaries  were,  in  general,,  infnfficient,.  and  msr 
ccfficy  obliged  them  to  have  reoourfe  to  other  coeans. 
This  gave  rife  to  a  continual  ftate  of  wacfaire  between 
diis  clais  of  men  and  the  peoplej  not  indccdaaopen 

war. 
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war,  as  k  cGmtitrics  vnbeK  die  femams  of  goremment 
are  ddpots^  and  tkt  peofde  their  (laves ;  bnt  a  war  of 
cuQtiing  and  knavery,  as  at  Sparta,  wfaert  ilieaiing 
was  ^pernritted,  provided  the  robbery  remained  ccra- 
ceaied.  Tkis  evii  was  produdive  of  others  ftill  more 
periBcious,  by  corrupting  the  tribunals  and  courts  of 
jufticej  debafing  likefr  members,  (14a)  and  paving 
the  W37  for  irreparaWe  diforders,  when  Pruffia  might 
be  no  IpTiger  governed  by  £>  phibi^hical  a  (bvereigii 
as  Fwfderick  the  Secand.  Happily  for  his  country, 
Frederick- William  II.  has  frit  ths  fondamental  vice, 
which  he  labours  to  extir^mte  by  conferring  morq 
confiderati<in  and  ^^rtune  on  the  minifters  of  juftice* 
May  lus  nd^ie  intendons  be  followed  by  the  moft 
happy  ganftquencesi 

Ti#  conduft  of  Fiedo-idk  eftabUiied  among  the 
inhabltaufts  of  £erUn  a  dtril  equsdity,  which  rendered 
die  commerce  of  life  exceeding^  a^eabie.  Thit 
city  $iS6fdtd  no  exam]^  of  that  infolence  of  office 
fe  fidicutous  in  the  eyes  of  every  man  of  &ok.  Mi« 
mfters,  who  "felt  at  bottom  the  finail  <legree  of  powdr 
riiey  poflMfed,  Itrove  b  augment  their  confideration 
by  afiitttng  affable  and  popular  manners^  and,  if 
ibme  among  diem  dKdxti^y  the  quixotifm  of  irn* 
portanoifc,  ridicule^  and,  not  unfrequecifdy,  contempt, 
feon  reftored  them  to  the  paths  <^  reafon.  The 
women,  who  certainly  did  not  govern,  were  far  from 
affumii^  that  tone  of  empire  and  4ifdam  which  de« 
forms  the  mod  perfeft  beauty.  Their  endeavour* 
were  folely  to  pleafe,  and  they  neither  mingled  in  irv* 
triguesjj  noc  the  anibltion  of  commancj,    Th^  milii* 

§3  ^a^y 
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tary  tone  reigned  even  in  love,  and  the  UciUkty  of 
fliaking  off  a  peeviQi  or  culpable  wife>  rendered  them 
mild,  affable,  and  complaifant.     There  is  not,  in 
ihorty  a  country  in  the  world  where  the  women  arc 
better  calculated  to  form  the  happinefs  of  a  man  of 
worth.    Every  thing  that  has  been  faid  refpeftixig  the 
Ucenuoufnefs  of  the  women  of  Berlin,  muft  be  under- 
ftood,  as  in  almoft  every  large  town,  of  the  higheft 
and  loweft  clafles,  and  this  with  a  great  many  ex« 
ceptions.     Virtuous  manners  are  as  prevalent  at  Ber- 
lin, and  perhaps  more  fo  than  in  any  other  great 
city :    fcene»of  diforder  rarely  occur  among  the  mid- 
dling clafs  of  inhabitants,  and  feldom  happen  in  the 
French  colony,  which  is  compofed  of  upwards  b£  ten 
thoufand  fouls.     It  would  feem  as  if  the  publicity 
allowed  to  proftitutes  had  led  many  (b-angers  in^o  this 
error  5^  but  it  was  this  very  publicity  which  conftituted 
the  fafcguard  of  modeft  women*    An  officer  who  was 
perniitted  to  keep  two  or  three  oiiftrefies,  provided  he 
did  not  liye  with  them,  and  who  was  befides  under  a 
neceffity  of  employing  feyeril  hours  of  the  day  in  mili- 
tary duties,  had  litde  temptation  to  attempt  carrying 
on  intrigues  in  private  houfess   and  the  coiJoifeUor 
who  reforted  gravely  in  open  day  to  courtezans,  pre- 
ferred the  enjoyment  of  diefe  cjrfy  pleafures,  to  a  lofs 
of  time  incompatible  with -his  duties,  and  employed  in 
impoverifhing,  and  often  dangerous  affiduities^     la 
general,  love  is  not  talked  at  Berlin,  it  is  performed; 
and  the  girls  and  married  women  of  a  certain  con- 
dition bring  forward  fo  many  varied,  agreeable,  and 
uinexpcnfive  means  oi  doing  it,  that  a  wan  muft  be  a 

com- 
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eomplete  dupe  to  play  the  part  of  a  cieifbco ;  a  cha- 
raftcr  become  ridiculous  from  the  manners  of  the 
country,  and  affording  but  a  paltry  recompenfe  for 
the  pains  Which  it'  requires,  and  the  rcftraints  ^hich 
it  impofes.  Berlin,  therefore,  is  wWiout  thofe  dif^ 
tinftions  invented  in  other  towns  to  glo(s  over  real 
Irregularities :  there  are  but  two  clafies,  modcft 
women  and  proftitutes;  but  the  latter  are  not  fo 
defpifed  here  as  in  other  countries ;  the  noblefle  do 
not  blufh  to  fit  on  the  fame  benches  with  them  at  the 
theatre,  and  they  are  openly  protefted  by  the  govern^ 
ment.(x43/  ^ 

'  Frederick  converfed  familiarly  with  men  of  every 
condition,  and  admitted  men  of  letters  to  his  table, 
without  troubling  himfelf  about  their  birth  ;  an  ex- 
ample imitated  Ijy  the  nobility  of  Brandenbourg,  who 
have  thrown  off  that  ruft  of  pride  with  which  they 
were  enveloped,  as  in  other  coutftries  of  Germany: 
they  think  no  more  of  the  quartering  of  their  coat  of 
arms,  but  are  happy  to  communicate  with  men  of 
merit  J  unable  to  become  their  patrons,  they  endeavour 
to  enter  with  them  into  a  liatc  of  friendfhip;  thcy^ 
-rfdnrwt  them  to  their  familiarity  and  amufements^  and 
thus  ac(]uire  information,  wit,  taftc,  knowledge,  arid 
an  attachment  to  the  pleaHires  of  focial  life.  We 
may  fafeiy  aflcrt  that  the  nobility  of  Brandenbourg 
are  the  moft  amiable  and  affable  in  all  Germany. 
The  queen  dowager,  prince  Henry,  prince  Ferdinand, 
and  prince  Frederick  of  Brunfwick,  ahd  the  principal 
minifters  and  noblemen  of  the  court,  admit  literati, 
and  other  men  of  merit,  to  their  table,  not  as  retainers 
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whom  they  hold  out  as  objefts  of  oftenution,  but  as 
agreeable  and  ufeful  guefts  whofe  fociety  and  intelli* 
gencc  they  know  how  to  appreciate^  The  abbe  Ray* 
nal  paired  many  months  among  the  princes  of  the 
bloody  aod  even  princefles  accepted  breakfafts  in  his 
chamber.  Thus  did  the  tafte  for  arts  and  fdences 
introduce  itfelf  into  the  firft  clafs  of  fociety^  whence  it 
was  preiently  diffufed  among  thofe  who  make  it  their 
glory  to  imitate  th^ir  fuperiors. 

Frederick's  love  foi"  (tudy^  and  his  principles  re^ 
fpe£ting  toleration,  have  extended  information  in  his 
ftates.  The  habit  of  conftraint  in  ai^y.  obje£i:  ac- 
cuftoms  the  mind  to  oonfioe  itfdf  within  narrow  limits, 
and  to  remain  attached  to  its  ancient  opinions  without 
jncjuiring  whether  they  are  ufeful  or  injurious,  realbn-' 
$bk  or  fanatic ;  and  jthis  is  one  of  the  greateit  impedi- 
fnents  to  the  piiogr^fs  of  enlightened  knowledge. 
The  revolutions  accompUihed  by  Frederick  in  this 
re^ft,  at  the  commencement  of  his  reign,  powerfully 
jremoved  t^efe  obftacles.  He  gave  his  fubjc£i:s  the 
liberty  of  thinking,  fpeaking,  readif^i  apd  writing, 
whatever  they  thought  proper^  and  they  ventured  to 
$a^p-t  their  powf  rs,  and  bqgan  to  lift  up  the  veil  of 
foperflition. 

in  ipeaking  of  the  progrcfs  of  infornution  in  a 
country,  it  is  natural  to  enquire^  vvthether  the  ideas  of 
the  inhabitants  on  fevcral  otye&s  important  to  humaii 
life,  arc  more  juft,  dcarq-,  and  better  developed,  and 
whether  diofc  ideas  are  diiFufed  among  a  greater  num- 
ber of  individuals,  in  proportion  tp  the  pofwlation, 
than  heretofore.    Knowledge  of  this  fort  is  not  what 

may 
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may  pvoptAy  be  termed  erudidon  j  there  tfe  book^ 
worms  and  learned  men  by  n6  o^ieans  enli^^ca^d, 
and  whole  fcicnce  is  wholly  ufelcis  to  fociety.     Scienc^ 
occupiea  die  mentory  nnore  than  the  undeiftanding^ 
and^  as  taught  in  Germany,  confifts  almoft  entirely  m 
a  certain  quantity  of  ideas  fubjedl  to  certain  forma. 
It  fills  the  head  with  Speculative  dcduiStioi)^^ .  but  thsp 
judgment  is  little  fomied  by  it  $  it  has  but  a  feeble  ten- 
dency to  excite  the  will  to  an  adtive  utilky  4o  the  af- 
fairs of  fociety  and  life.     The  xviiverfitie^  eftabliflKid 
in  ages  when  barbarism  ftill  prevailed,  retain  at  rtld^ 
clay  in  Germany  traces  of  their  origin,  an4  have  nearlf 
the  fame  conftitudons  as  incorporated    grades:    ip 
them,  we  find  apprentices  under  the  natoieof  fcholarss 
ibretfaten,  or  companio9s»  under  th^t  of  ftudentS); 
xnafters,  under  thttof lon^^i^r,  licentittes^  do6tor9> 
Sec.     In  ail  thefe  ticgrets^  a^  in  companies  of  (hoe*  ' 
msdcers  or  taylors,  ftacuisefi  and  forms  are  lo  be  ob> 
fcrvcd :    one  perfon  is  reocitred  a  mafter  in  the  oncj 
when  the  hand  ha»  acquired  a  certain  iacility  in  fha^- 
ping  a  coat,  or  fiiuAiing  a  heel ;  another  i$  admitted 
ilodfcor  in  the  univerfity  as  foon  as  the  metZKH-y  is 
ftored  with  a  certain  quantity  of  dogmatical,  fyfte- 
mattcal,  and  academical  ideas.     Thqs  do  they  create 
doftors  in  tjbeology,  law,  and  ix^edicine^iiiay  even  what 
we  call  fchool  philofophers.    But,  all  chefe  icieiu:e$> 
as  timght  lA  univerfities,  have  ibarcdly  any  inSuence 
on  the  fnals  of  knowledge  of  a  nation,  and  they  ap^ 
pear  to  be.purpofely  detached  from  all  the  objefts  rf 
common  life.     To  conduft  themfelves  in  the  impor- 
tant tranfadions  of  this  woHd^  n^nftand  lefs  in  need 
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t>f  rpeculative  idezs,  than  of  that  exercifed  good  ibnfe 
which  always  leads  them  to  adopt  the  beft  and  iureft 
meafures* 

When  I  fay,    then,   that  enlightened  knowledge 
fnaide  a  great  progrefs  in  the  Pruffian  dates  under  the 
Mign  of  Frederick,  I  do  not  mean  that  there  was  a 
^eacer  number  of  univerfities  5    for,  this  prcgfeis  is 
almoft  uniformly  coeval  with  the  periods  in  which 
tnen  have  Ibaken  off  their  yoke,  ,and  the  forms  pre- 
ffcribed  by  them :    I  do  not  fay  that  there  appeared  in 
that  country  a  greater  number  of  fcholaftic  works  on 
theology,  jurifprudence,  medicine,  or  metaphyfics :    I 
'adduce,  on  the  contrary,  as  a  proof  of  the  progrefs  of 
information,  the  decline  of  the  uniyerfities,  the  ridi- 
cule which  attends  their  forms,  and  the  general  con* 
tempt  into  which  all  fcholaftic  produftions  have  fallen, 
as  well  as  their  authors.     Men  have  made  no  incon- 
fidcrablc  progr^fe  in  reafon  and  enlightened  know- 
ledge, when  they  feel  that  the  difference  of  religious 
tifages  and  opinions  ought  By  no  means  to  break  the 
bands  of  fociety,  or  make  us  hate  thofe  fellow-crea- 
tures whom  nature  has  commanded  us  to  love.    Be- 
forfe  the  reign  of  Frederick,  priefts  of  different  creeds 
formed  parties,  multiplied  diiputes,  and  with  them 
that  bitternefs  and  thofe  hatreds  which  are  the  inevi- 
table confcquences.     Frederick  tolerated  all  feds  and 
all  opinions  5    and  in  Pruffia  men  no  longer  think  of 
difputing,  of  hating,    or  of  perfecuting  each  odier. 
While,  in  other  countries,  laws  were  neceffary  to  im- 
pofe  a  rigorous  filence  on  theologians^  this  filence  was 
a  natural. confequence  in  the  dominions  of  a  king  phi- 
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Iolbpher>  who  had  the  prudence  never  to  meddle  with 
religious  differences.  Polemical  theology  in  Pruffia 
fell  of  itfclf  into  a  contenopt  from  whicji  it  womld  be 
difBcult  to  raifc  it ;  and  it  is  a  ftill  more  extraordinary 
ra<5t  that  this  royal  philofopher  fucceeded  in  recalling 
to  reafon  and  liberality  the  greateft  part  of  the  clergy 
of  his  nation. 

The  efforts  made  by  Frederick  io  reform  the  courts 
of  juftice,  however  unfuccefsful,  have  produced  the 
effeft  of  giving  a  new  direction  to  men's  minds  in 
that  branch  fo  interefting  to  human  happinefs:  the 
odious  art  of  chicanery,  one  of  thie  moft  fatal  fcourges 
that  ever  afflided  the  hum^n  race,  has  ceafed  to  be 
cultivated  and  held  in  efttmations  forms  are. lefs  at- 
tended to  than  thefubftance  ;  men's  minds  have  ta- 
ken a  general  turn  towards  the  paths  of  truth  j  there  is 
lefs  erudition,  and  more  reafon ;  there  are  fewer  pe- 
dantic civilians,  and  more  philofoph^  lawyers ;  fewer 
fcholaftic  treatifcs.  and  commentaries,  and  more  works 
didated  by  the  love  of  humanity  and  juftice :  that 
barbarous  ufage,  above  all,  which  ftill  prevails  in  the 
reft  of  Germany^  is  here  aboliftied,  of  writing  in 
Latin  on  fubjefts  which  the  people  are  the  moft  in- 
terefted  in  knowing,  and  on  which  depend  the  lives^ 
the  liberfy,  and  the  fafety,  of  the  citizens. 

The  fame  revolution  has  taken  place  in  medicine; 
fyftematical  erudition  has  been  banifhed  from  that 
fcience,  and  its  prpfcffors  attach  themfelves  more  to 
obfervation,  the  ftudy  of  the  human  body,  prafticei 
and  anatomy.  It  was  with  this  view  that  Frederick 
founded  colleges  of  H^dicine  at  Se.rlip,  Brcflaw,  and 

other 


Id50  jl  3   <r    jt     o   j^ 

other  places^*  pirQcplarty  inftitoted  in  fai!Our  of  an^* 
.tomical  d^rnpnftradom  and  obi%eirical  inftnp4a3ons; 
znd,  in  order  more  geocraily  »  promdgate  the  en- 
creafe  of  knowledge  art(]iig  fiom  thefe  infticutions^  ail 
live  obier vations,  remedi^)  and  i»vethod5>  of  ^jpprovcd 
efficacy,  were  printed  in  the  news-papers  of  the  ctnia* 
try.    AU  thcfc  publications  were  in  Qen^on,  and  the 
arc  of  h€SL]mgy  hitherto  en|/eloped  in  the  myfterious 
^I  of  the  Greek  language^  has  gradiaaUy  laid  it 
afide,  and  no  longer  prefents  a  colle£tion  of  enigmas 
to  men  obliged  by  profelfion  to  enrdfe  it  withottf 
being  ^itquainted  wiiSi  diat  language.    It  cannot  be 
^ni^d^  however,  that  empirics  <io  jfometimes  appear 
at  BeHin,  who  boaft  of  bdag  able  to  cure  witi)i  fecret 
fpecifks;  but  thefe  men  dp  not  gtet  rich  here  as  io 
f^er  countries  which  enjoy  the  reputation  of  being 
tnore  enlightened :  their  reputation  k  only  momenr 
nry  among  the  fopulacei  and  if  the  ladies,  who  cqn* 
fiik  the  qiuck  pretending  to  cure  by  the  infpeftjon  of 
the  moon,  would  but  iay  the  truth,  we  fhould  find  that 
the  pleafure  of  an  agreeable  airing,  and  of  feeing  their 
lovers  at  the  pretended  doftor's,  were  their  real  mo- 
tives, and  not  any  confidence  in  the  (kin  of  the  im- 
potor.    While  magnetifin,  fomnambulilm,  and  other 
abfurdities  of  the  ikme  nature,  with  which  the  prefent 
age  is  overrun,  9rcu!ate  with  unmerited  reputadon  in 
otiier  parts  of  Germany,  every  perfon  laughs  at  them 
at  Berlin,  and  poor  Mefmer  would  have  died  with 
hunger  in  that  city,  had  he  not  proved  himfelf  as  com- 
plaifant  as  the  dodtor  of  the  moon.     But  a  barrier  is 
likewife  oppofcd  to  (he  credulity  of  the  populace  and 

the 
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the  knavery  of  quacks  -,  thejr  are  now  profaibilied  feooft 
diftributing  their  ECtnedies^  unlefs  previovfly  exammed 
and  approved  by  the  colleges  of  medicine^  ^nho  fufiec 
diem  fircdj  to  take  their  courfe  wiiea  they  can  dd  im 
harm. 

This  general  tendency  of  men's  minds  tcpwavds  ai^ 
perinnental  truths  and  objeAs  of  real  uciCty,  has  ccm^ 
iTiunicateditfelf  to  every  clafs  c^  titiziens,  to.  all  pro- 
&flioias  and  conditxHis.  Le&has  been  written  in  thei 
Prufiian  &bxss  than  other  coimtrjes  on.  ahftrad^  aaod 
ijoeculative  ni3tters>  but  more  on  political  osconomTV 
police,  agria:^re>  trade  andmanufaduics,  education,, 
aqd  civil  and  religious  toleration:  in  a.word^  thcr 
Pruflians  of  the  prefcnt  day  imitate  the  Engliflv  vtrha 
have  diffufed  the  light  of  philofophy  over  eatery  thing. 
necellary  to  the  intercoude  of  lifei  ( 144.) 

The  country  gentleman^  the  curate,  ttre  bailiff,  "riber 
peafant>  and  the  monk,  all  fludy  agriculture^  andr 
make  experiments  1  all  endeavour  to  attrad  the  kzng'af 
attaidon  to  their  lands,  and  ta  merit  his  commss^ 
darions  and  rewards. 

Fcederick's  tafte  for  French  poetry  and  literatuw 
ba&  given  rife,  indeed,  to  a  quantity  of  wretched  per- 
formances in  that  language,  but  it  has,  likewife,  pro- 
pagated among  the  wealthier  clafs  the  beft  Fijooclk 
authors  of  every  kind.  The  German  nobiiity  and 
men  of  letters  have  acquired  the  habit  of  that  puritjr 
and  degance  which  caiftitute  the  diief  merit  of  the 
mafter-piecesin  the  French  language  I  which  qualities 
have  had  aa  influence,  on.  the  national  language  1^  foq 
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evety  German  of  candour  acknowledges,  diat  it  is  to 
French  produ&ions  that  their  authors  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  owe  the  good  ftyle  of  writing  adopted  on  the  banks 
of  the  Elbe,  the  Oder,  and  the  Sprcy,  as  yet  totally 
unknown  in  the  countries  on  the  Danube,  the  Nec- 
ker,  and  the  Rhine,  though  fome  of  thefe  provinces 
border  upon  France. 

Simplicity  reigned  around  the  perfon  of  Frederick, 
in  his  manners,  in  fbciety,  in  entertwiments,  and  in 
dreis ;  and  this  fimplicity  pafied  from  his  palace  to 
the  city,  from  the  city  into  the  provinces.  At  Berlin 
it  was  far  from  being  uflial  to  fee  thofe  little  bedizened 
figures  of  men,  whofe  accoutrement  changes  every 
month,  like  milliners  dolls ;  few  of  thofe  women 
loaded  with  trinkets,  whofe  drefs  is  calculated  to  hide 
their  beauty  j  the  men  pay  little  attention  to  drefs,  and 
the  women,  who  have  the  art  of  giving  an  elegant  turn 
to  the  moft  fimple  ftufFs,  catch  the  true  point  of  ad- 
juftment  to  fet  off  their  charms,  without  fmothering 
or  dcftroying  them.  Eftcem  is  not  attached  to  drefs, 
/  but  merit  j  and  an  honeft  man  in  a  plain  frock  has 
nothing  to  apprehend  from  the  difdain  of  an  embroi- 
dered coxcomb.  Their  repafts  are  not  fumptuous ; 
the  chief  pleafure  in  them  is  fociety,  which  at  Berlin 
is  delicious  from  its  amenity  and  facility  of  accefs. 
Every  perfon,  after  the  example  of  Frederick,  devoted 
his  time  to  ufeful  purfuits,  and  his  pleafures  were  but 
recreations  and  relaxations.  Though  Frederick  loved 
the  belles  Icttres  and  the  arts,  he  did  not  think  it 
proper  to  fufFer  them  to  rflake  too  much  progrefs 
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in  anewftate  founded  by  arms  and  military  difci* 
pline,  and  which  could  not,  during  any  fubfcqucnt 
length  of  time,  fupport  itfclf  but  by  the  fame  means. 
The  love  of  the  arts  of  pure  amufemcnt  cannot  pre- 
vail to  any  ufeful  purpofe  in  a  ftate,  until  it  has  ac- 
quired the  degree  of  confidence  and  ftability  which 
liipports  it  by  its  own  weight,  and  renders  it  formi* 
dable  to  its  neighbours,  inftead  of  having  any  thing  ta 
fear  from  them,'    In  a  government  purely  military, 
where  the  ftate  inclines  to  ruin  if  the  citizen  Ipfes  his: 
tafte  for  arms,  it  is  neceflary  to  (Hut  upall  die  paffiigcs 
to  luxury  and  effeminacy,  which  enervate  the  courage 
and  enfeeble  the  body.     Hence  Frederick's  attention 
to  infpire  the  love  of  aftivity,  fobriety,-  and  labour; 
hence  the  care  he  took  not  to  introduce  into  his  aca- 
demy men  of  too  brilliant  a  genius ;  hence  his  afFeded- 
indifference,  throughout  his  ftates,  for  thofe  who  only 
cultivated  the  belles  Icttres,  or  arts  of  pure  amufe- 
cnent.     Never  did  die  academy  of  Berlin  produce  a 
tolerable  poem ;  yet,  leveral  great  men  have  ftarted  up 
as  natural  philofbphers  and  mathematicians,  but  hot 
one  in  the  clafe  of  belles  lettres,  fince  Frederick  took 
upon  himfelf  the  nomination  of  the  members.     The 
Germans  of  merit  whom  he  placed  in  his  academy, 
were  natural  philofophers,  aftronomers,  anatomifts, 
botanifts,  and  natural  hiftorians,  thefe  fciences  being 
intimately  connefted  with  ufeful  objefts,  and  having 
an  immediate  relation  to  the  afkivity  and  general  in- 
duftry  of  the  citizens :    fuch  were  Bode,  Gkditfch, 
Walter,  Schultze,  and  Gehrard :  but  he  never  would 
receive  Mcndclfohn,  whofc  works  confified  orJytof 
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good  kndfcape  painter,  is  in  the  fervicc  of  the  duke 
of  Wirtembergi  and  Laurenz,  the  engraver,  pre- 
ferred Vienna  to  Berlin.  Since  the  celebrated 
Schmidt,  Berlin  has  not  feen  a  good  engraver;  thofe 
who  lived  there  towards  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Fre- 
derick, were  obliged  to  drudge  at  vignettes  for  Ger- 
man books,  to  procure  a  fubfiftence. 

The  influence  of  Frederick's  example  foon  mani- 
fefted  itfelf  on  the  other  ftates  of  Germany.     Fame 
conveyed  die  praifes  of  this  great  man  from  one  end 
of  Europe  to  the  other ;  and  his  neighbours,  feeing 
how  a  ftate,  which  nature  feemed  to  have  deftined  to 
mediocrity,  might  be  carried  to  the  higheft  pitch  of 
power  and  glory,  by  activity,  courage,  and  perfeve* 
ranee,  anxioufly   ftrove   to   imitate  him.     At   this 
period  the  courts  of  Germany  in  general  had  no  other 
method  of  diftinguilhing  themlHves  but  by  covering 
with  lace  their  courtiers   and   attendants,  by  main- 
taining troops  of  dancers  and  packs  of  hounds,  by  pre- 
fenting  pompons  fpeftacles,  and  giving  ruinous  enter- 
tainments, and  by  exhaofting  tlie  cultivator  to  enrich 
knavifh  and  infolent  minifters,     Frederick's  example 
taught  them,  that  the  true  grandeur  of  a  prince  con- 
fifts  in  performing  all  his  duties,  in  labouring  widi 
indefatigable  ardour  to  cftablifh  the  happinefs  of  his 
fubjefts,  and  to  Introduce  the  eye  of  vigilance  and  the 
hand  of  induftry  into  every  branch  of  adminiftratiop. 
They  preiendy  threw  afide  that  idle  pomp  which  de- 
ftroys  without  ever  being  produ6live  i  they  diredled 
their  attention  to    luldiers,  population,    legiflation, 
finances,  and  agriculture^  toleration,  which  unites  men. 
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metaphyfical  fpeculations ;  nor  Ramler,  who  com- 
poied  nothing  but  odes,  and  other  amufing  works ; 
tior  EngeU  who  ftrove  to  perfect  the  language  and 
the  theatre  of  the  nation. 

There  were  good  artifts  at  Berlin,  but  they  received 
only  moderate  encouragement  from  the  king.  Rode, 
whofe  hiftorical  paintings  are  grand  and  beautiful ; 
Madame  Theerboufch^  whofe  pi£h]res«have  fo  much 
truth ;  Frifch,  who  unites  the  brilliancy  of  colouring 
to  the  graces  of  defign  and  difpofition,  were  but  little 
employed  by  Frederick}  and  if  the  latter  enjoys  a 
moderate  penfion  of  600  crowns,  he  is  lefs  indebted 
for  it  to  the  king  as  die  reward  of  his  talents,  than  to 
the  friendihip.  of  the  marquis  d'Argens.  Frederick 
feemed  to  hold  fculpture  in  greater  eftimation,  be- 
caufe  he  wanted  to  decorate  his  palaces  and  gardens, 
and  to  honour  his  celebrated  warriors  by  ftatues, 
which  are  lefs  coftly  and  more  flattering  than  any  other 
mode  of  recompenfe:  neverthelefs,  Balthazar  Adam, 
whom  he  fent  for  from  Paris,  retired  diffatisfied  before 
he  had  finifhed  the  ilatue  of  marfhal  Schwerin  ;  and 
Taflaert,  a  fculptor  of  diftinguifhed  talents,  only  exe- 
cuted two  ftatues  in  the  courfe  of  ten  or  twelve  years, 
though  the  king  had  promifed  to  give  him  one  to 
finiih  every  year.  If  nature  has  produced  a,  few  good 
artifts  in  Frederick's  dominions,  they  were  obliged  to 
fcek  in  foreiga  countries  that  confideration  and  for- 
tune which  they  could  not  find  at  home.  Madame 
Cafe,  an  excellent  portrait  painter,  and  Thienpondt, 
a  pupil  of  Pefiie,  retired  to  the  court  of  Drefilen  5  the 
two  celebrated  Hackcrts  live  in  Italy  j   Harper,  a 
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good  kndfcape  painter,  is  in  the  fervice  of  the  dul^e 
of  Wirtennberg ;  and  Laurenz,  thp  engraver,  pre- 
ferred Vienna    to    Berlin.      Since    the    celebrated 
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Schmidt,  Berlin  has  not  feen  a  good  engraver;  thofe 
who  lived  there  towards  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Fre- 
derick, were  obliged  to  drudge  at  vignettes  for  Ger- 
man books,  to  procure  afubfiftence. 

The  influence  of  Frederick's  example  foon  mani- 
fefted  itfelf  on  the  other  ftates  of  Germany.  Fame 
conveyed  the  praifes  of  this  great  man  from  one  end 
of  Europe  to  the  other;  and  his  neighbours,  feeing 
how  a  (late,  which  nature  feemcd  to  have  deftined  to 
mediocrity,  might  be  carried  to  the  higheft  pitch  of 
power  and  glory,  by  aftivity,  courage,  and  perfeve- 
rance,  anxioufly  ftrove  to  imitate  him.  At  this 
period  the  courts  of  Germany  in  general  had  no  other 
method  of  diftinguifhing  themfelves  but  by  covering 
with  lace  their  courtiers  and  attendants,  by  main- 
taining troops  of  dancers  and  packs  of  hounds,  by  pre- 
fcnting  pompous  Ipedtacles,  and  giving  ruinous  enter- 
.  tainments,  and  by  exhaufting  the  cultivator  to  enrich 
knavifh  and  infolent  minifters.  Frederick's  example 
taught  them,  that  the  true  grandeur  of  a  prince  con- 
fifls  in  performing  all  his  duties,  in  labouring  with 
indefatigable  ardour  to  eftablifh  the  happinefs  of  his 
fubjefts,  and  to  introduce  the  eye  of  vigilance  and  the 
hand  of  induftry  into  every  branch  of  adminiftratiop. 
They  prefently  threw  afide  that  idle  pomp  which  de- 
ftroys  without  ever  being  produftive ;  they  direfted 
their  attention  to,  foldiers,  population,  legiflation, 
"  finances,  and  agriculture;  toleration,  which  unites  men. 
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fdooes.    EbUcyj  in  fauBt^  ieetns  (o  excuie  Iiis  pPCJiAES 
of  aggrandizemeati  aodtfae  cakotsof  Jofeph  II.  com- 
plied mth  th^aociencidcas.of  the  ambition  of  the 
houfe  of  Aufiria^ma^p  ^.th/e  ftates  of  the  empire 
'  oeoUiley  on^leeing  that<prince  on  ili^ 
,  to  hispoffc^iims  the  vaft  ek&orat&  of  Bavaria.    Fre- 
dericky  idthout  any  other  views  than  the.  general  wel- 
.£ue  of  the  counajj  with  no  ofber  intereft  bu^.^jsu:  of 
Jaflic^  oppofed  his  invincible  buckler  to  this  formi* 
.  daUe  enterprize,  and  die  fears  of  Germany  were  ap- 
pealed.   The  battles  of  Cfaotufit^^  of  Friedberg,  of 
'  Ro(bach,  and  of  Leudien,  are^  undoubtedly,  moce 
^brilliJKit^  but  the  campaignof  1772  gained  him  the 
;  laye  and  g^tude  of  all  Germany. .  Germany  trem* 
.  Ued  for  his  days,  at  the  a{^foach  of  death,  and  has 
<  be&o wed  the  tribute  of  unfeigned  teass  upon  bis  tomb. 
,The  articles  of  the  peace  of  Tefchen,  which  fecure. the 
.  liberty  of  Gcraumy^  by  his  firmne^  and  atten|tion  have 
become  a  law  of  the  empire;  and  die  Bavarian  (uc- 
cefikmy  founded  on  the  ancient  feudal  law,  and  on 
,  family  compaAs,  confirmed  by  the  Gok|en  Bull,  and 
.  aicertained  by  the  peace  of  Weftphalia,  is  eftabliflicKi 
.  by  that  of  Teichen  on  fuch  folid  foundations,  that  no 
change  in  it  can  be  now  cSc&cd  without  the  general 
confent  of  the  Azics,  as  well  as  that  of  France  and 
Rufiia  i  nor  can  the  Low  Countries,  by  other  treaties, 
.  change  maflrrs,  without  the  confent;  of  Holland  and 
of  England. 

The  preyed  of  exchanging  Bavaria  for  the  Low 

Countries  was  meditated  a  century  ago,  and  propofed 

.  to  the  court  of  Madrid  by  the  emperor  Leopold. 

,y  Fredc- 


Frederick  did  tMy  then,  cxiftj  Ihvtty  fortunatefy  for  ; 
Germany,  a  foreign  power,  interfered ;   Louis  XIV.  ' 
feh  all  the  dangei-of  this  rotindirijg  of  the  Auftrian  - 
SSktts^  and  the  proj^ft  was  laid  afide.    tlndier  the 
reign  of  Fredferick,  Oirrhany  fetind  in  her  own  bolbm  ' 
a  defender  of  her  fafety,  and  Enpope  beheld  him,  alfo, ' 
ais  fnch,  in  Gennany.     For  Bavaria  Is  a  wall  of  fepa- 
ratlon  betwefen  France  iand  Aiiftria,  and  a  ranipart  * 
\^hich  defends  all  Upper  Gerrtiariy  againft  die  am- 
bitious projefts  of  the  Hotife  of  Auflria.    Were  that  * 
to  Fall,  France  woiiM  feelier  moft  dangerous  neighbour 
extend  himfelf  t6w£Ms  her  frontiers,  and  the  interior 
circles  of  the  emf)iFelie  at  thcifnercy  of  that  houfe*  ' 
When '  this  matter '  wa*  again  in  agitation  in  later 
times,  the  pbw&sjftifpafted  d'the  projeft  denied  that 
they  had  ever  thought  of  it.     Frederick,  therefore, 
unable  to  take  up  arnfis  with  any  appearance  of  juf- 
tice,  had  recourfe  to  toother  method,  and  fornied  the^ 
GertiKfcn  confederation.      This  league    is    direfted 
^gainft  no  particular  perlbn,  but  has  for  its  fble  objeft  ^ 
the  legidmate  maintenance  of  the  constitution  of  the 
empire  *,  nor  is  it  relative  to  any  determinate  enterpriaje, 
otit  in  the  luppofed  cafes  of  danger  to  that  conftitution. 
Auftria  has  endeavoured  to  paint  diis  aflbciation  in 
the  blackeft  and  moft  odious  colours  j  but,  befides 
that-  it  is  amply  juftifiied  by  the  facred  laws  of  die 
empire,  and,  above  all,  by  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia 
and  the  Imperial  capitulation,  it  is  perfeftly  c(Mifor- . 
mable  to  the  conftant  ufege  of  the  empire,  the  hiftory  * 
of  which  afibrds  the  example  of  numerous  confede- 
racies of  the  fame,  and  even  ofa  very  difftrcni  nature  ^^ 
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%  wf  tHcrc  ffie  tbc  princes  pf  GcrHgapy  jcag^tnpi 
kis,  thfi)  fpi;t]r-feven  umcs,  ^ch  France,  aga^an^r. 
b^ousentcxpnzes.^HUch  d^^teof d  the  ccoiftifi^tim: 
of  th^  cmpjrc.   This  laft  work  of  IRrcdpFi^,  cogir 
pjctcd.j^t  thjc  tcrniinatk)E|of  his  Ufc^  for  djc  fc^ty  c<- 
Gp-magyand  Europe,  wfll  entitle  him,  dgub$lf$^  tp;. 
the  gf^^C}!^  of  poiterity^  a^^  it  has  )i^y,  procured: 
hjm  the  ^oyq  q^jhis  contemporaries.    Bu|:,  let  np^  tht . 
ni^mber%  of.  this  league  totally  rely  on  the  fafety- 
i/vhi(:)i  i^  pfocures  them :   they  muft  refledfc,^  at  the. 
fa^  time,  tha(  vi^lance  and  ad^vity  ^e^neceffary  tp 
nqaiintain  it !  ,  ft^^y  they  fed,  frpm  the  multitude  of 
examples .  qfi)(;pd  them  by  hiftpiy,  that,.^d><Mi^th|?. 
fofce  pf  armfijs  rafely  able.tp;ljtreak.fuch  ai^unipj^ 
its  fprings  are  fooa  related  by  ni^ligeAce  an4.  i^ri 
adjtivity!     ,  ,.  ,  V    -      '     ' 

:T^c(f  v;crp  not  the  only  ldS>ns  which  Frederick/ 
g^ye  to  Eurppe,    TJie  cpmparative  inadequacy^  <]|V 
hps  mean$  a(id  the  boldnpfs  of  his  undertakings,  cl^q) 
extremity  to i^hiiph  he  was  fonietime5reduce4  .ai^^}^. 
f^iraculous  refources,  taught  fqvereigiis  thatnoen^yr^; 
is  contemptible.who  unites  intrepidity  with  knpwkdgiey. 
and,  in  time  of  ppacc,  knows  how  to  concentrcjevejy;; 
p^rtjof  his  rcfpurces  in  the  nriafs  of  his  mijitary  forces'. 
The  imm^enff  fumyS,  the  rivers  of  blood  wfaici^  it  coft 
tpioppoip.the;  ^nterprizes  of  this  prince,  wl^fe  firft 
jyppofitions  were.rcjcacd  with  cpnterppt; and  arro- 
gance, tavght  other  ppwers  to  calculate,  befpre  they , 
uadc;!tpok  wars,  the  dreac^ful  difafters  which  they  oc- 
cgfyftij  and  to  forefec  the  enormity  of  thc^  wpujn^s. 
y?hiph  they  give  tpjhc  yi?ry  ftafes  who  rejoice  in  a. 
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tempQtAry  fucqcfs^     The<  imrnoqfQ  array,  which  he  , 
contrived  to  maintain  in  time  of  peace,  in  a  country 
ivhicjxit  fcemcd  c^lqulated.to.abforbj  gjive  birth  to 
other  ajTfTiies  a^  imm€;nfe  in  the  fervice  of  other  pow- 
ers*    ThCf  raean$  of  attack,  aitad  defence  are  aug-? 
mented*    Thpfe  n)affes,of  noilitary,  force  which,  mu-* 
tuaUy,  pbfervi?  and  dread  each,  other,  by  p^pfenting 
equal  means.: of  fljQck  -and  of  refiftanee>  reciprocally 
curb^thw^iremedifated  enterprizes,  an^  feem  to  conr  . 
dyx&i  Eurpp?  to  th^tt  delirable  ftate  of  peace,  which 
maji  at'  length,, obliterate  the.ragg  for- war.  which  for 
fq.many  ceatvrie^  has  difgfaced- humanity.    Thofe. 
ftates  which  frooi  i?.egUgencc  or  wea^nefs  have  not , 
had  thepi;ecaution.to.^dopt.the  fame  meafures,  will 
undoubtedly  be. one.  day^  fwallowed.up  by  thefe  leadings 
powers,  orj,  rather,  pajfs.ppape.4bly  under.,  their  domi- 
nion ;  Europe  wUl  form  only  one  great  republic  com- 
pofed  of  a  few  large  ftates,  whoie  hatreds  and  jealoufies 
wiU  /ceafe  to  .produce  any  but  flight  and  momentary 
ihocks,  and  the  nations  will  at  length  bpgin  to  breathe. 
It  is  alledged  that,  great  armies  tend  to  the  de- 
ftrudlion  ,of  the  liberty  of -nations  5  but  Frederick  has , 
demonftrawd  that  they  cannot  be  no.aiotdiined  without 
protc^ng  hufbandnaen  and  wprkmen,  who  form  the 
moft  valuftb^  portion  of  the  people*  and  without  la-, 
bouring  inceffantly  to  augment  all  the  refourpes  of  in-*, 
duftry  and  fubfiftence.     Peace,  likewife,  nat;urajly, 
turns  men*?  minds  to,  ideas  of  reform  i  and  eoJightenpd; 
knowledge,  which  is  daily  gaining  ground,  points  out, 
to  fovereigns. their  true  interefts,  whilft  opinion,  more 
powerful  than  arms,  is  infenfibly  undermining  the 
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mpnftrous  edifice  elevated  by  jdelpotifm  in  die  days 
of  darknefs. 

'  It  is,  alfo,  to  Frederick  Aat  we  owe  in  fome  mea- 
furc  the  happy  progrefs  of  infonnation  in  the  prefcnt 
age.  Philofophy,  too  frequently  conftraincd  to  ftrug- 
gle  in  obfcurity,  has,  at  length,  promulgated  her  be- 
neficent opinions  from  a  throne^  s^id  given  to  the 
world  the  interefting  example  <5f  the  rnolf  brilliant  and 
moft  glorious  reign.  We  have  experienced,  that 
certain  opinions,  on  which  it  long  feemed  dangerous  to 
touch,  though  they  conftitutcd  the  wretcHednefe  of 
the  human  race,  might  be  made  to  bend  under  the  ap- 
plication of  fimple  and  natural  means;  the  fceptre 

oir  fanaticifm  is  broken  without  efibrt  in  countries 

■'.■«.  ■        •  *     • 

on  which  it  preflcd  the  heavieft  during  the  courle  of 
many  Centuries;  and  whole  nations  have  Ihaken  off  it 
leaft  the  moft  difgraceful  of  their  fetters. 

Frederick's  efibrts  to  beftow  on  his  people  the' 
bleffing  of  a  jurifprudence  diftated  by  humanity  and 
rfcaibn,  have  conveyed  their  happy  influence  even  to* 
iouthem  climes.  On  all  fides  mankind  arc  ardendy 
employed  in  reforming  codes,  odious  laws,  and  bar- 
barous conftitutions ;  the  torture  has  difappeared 
from  every  tribunal,  blood  flows  lefs  upon  die  ffcaf- 
fold,  and  in  fome  countries  it  has  ceafcd  to  flow.    To 

cbrreftand  to  amend  are  more  the  objeftsof  refearch, 

•     -  •         ^*        •  '  '  '     •     •  *   < 

than  punifbnient  and  vengeance.  The  value  of  men 
is' better  Underftood,  and  governments,  feeling  that 
huniiliation  and  a  total  neglefl:  engender  the  greateft 
part  of  crimes^  pay  more  attention  to  the  educationr, 
the  fubfiftence,  k'nd  welfare  pf  the  citizens,    Thelei 

cfibrtSj 
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efforts,  indeed,  have  not  yet  prodticed  the  happy  revo- 
lution to  be  expefted  from  thenqf^  but  tliey  have  fet 
the  mind  afloat,  Juftice,  recStitude^  and  truth,  are 
the  objefts  of  general  refearch,  and,  by  dint  of  feelings 
there  is  every  reafon  to  bdieve  they  will  l|c  at  lengdi 
diicovered. 

Let  me,  now,  <;lofe  thefe  remai^  with  only  one 
lentiment  which  may  be  confidcred  as  the  rcfult  of  the 
whole  hiftory:  Frederick  lived  and  died  the  bappi0 
and  mofi  glorious  of  kings.  What  more  is  netej^fary  t§ 
engage  all/overeigns  to  imitate  his  example  ? 
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OBSERVATIONS,    ^f* 


<t)  CU<^HateFidlbdt,Fbnfchwits,Fblkwits,Rauilai^ 
*^  Heranftadt,  Goiau,  Wi«Kig,  Jauer,  Neuiiiaikc»  Fni^ 
teurgiiltatibor,  Haiiaa,  &C. 

{a  }  Thcfe  expenccs  did  not  pitrent  the  king  from  laying 

one    ftiil  noft:  confademble  fums  in  the  capitals  and  odMr 

towns  of  bis  provinces :  fuch,  for  inftance,  was  the  expence 

of  building  the  new  palace  at  Potzdam^  of  a  new  militarf 

fchocJ,  a  fchool  for  the  cadets,  the  new  library,  bridges^ 

(quases,  and  whole  fkeets,  thehoufes  of*  which  refeoible 

paboes.     It  wasat  the  (atne  tihcie  that  he  cohftriided  caufe- 

ways,  and  formed  canals  to  drain  marihes  of  feveral  miles  ea^ 

tent^  in  thevidnity  of  the  Warta ; .  it  was  at  the  fame  period 

that  he  was  building  new  villages  in  all  his  provinces.     £i^ 

cliifive  of  all  this,  he  maintained  a  magnificent  guard  of 

aooo  men,  an  academy  of  fciences,  an  Italian  opera,  a  French 

theatre,  a  chapel,  and  a  fuperb  miUcary  fchool ;    it  was  itt 

this  very  period,  alfo,  that  he  purchafed  high-priced  paint« 

ings,  and  antique  ftones,  cameos,  &c. 

(3)  A  curfory  view  of  the  ftate  of  Silefia  under  the  retgn 
of  theholifis  of  Aiiftria,  will  enable  us  better  to  appreciate 
Frederick's  operations  in  that  province. 

Theducfay.nf.Silefia.  and  county  of  GlatZ)  forming  the 
'•  country 
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country  which  extends  along  both  banks  6f  the  Oder,  from 
the  mountains  of  Hungary  to  the  conflux  of  the  Bober,  is 
bounaWTiy  PbKnaion'flie'caft;  the  pnhiiipality  of^^ef- 
chen,  and  the  Krapatian  hUls,  on  the  fouth;  to  the  weft  are 
Bohemia  and  Luiktia  s  and  to  the  north,  the  marche  of  Bran« 
den  bqufg;  /  It  js  45  Gkrtoan  oijlesln  length,  by  243  wide 
jmd  confequen^y  contains  900  German,  or  5400  Engliih 
miles  fquare.  I^  us  dedud  from  this  furface  100  fquare 
sniles  of  water,  mountains,  and  other  uninhabitable  parts, 
and  800  German  fquare  miles  fit  for  dwellings  and  culti- 
Tation  will  remain.  Two  thoufand  men  may  fubfift  on  a 
Iqilare'lnile  of  gtoarid,  'wh6i  they  culttvate  )it  thcnifelFes, 
^Uid,  CQhfiiquently,  x^6oo,oob  6n  800  miks.  By  the  church 
regifters  it  appears  that  36,000  men  ^9  commumbaiamis^  m 
Silefia  i  and,  according  to  Sufmilch,  oneperfon  in  38*  From 
thIs<ompftrifon,  Silefii  and  thecounty  of  Glatz  contain  only 
^9368^000  rnfaabitanCSy-Ad,  confequently,  there  h  fttll  room 
P>r  232f060  colonifts. 

,  In  ancient  tites,  Silefia  waamuch  more  extenfive  on  every 
.fide.  It  contained  the.|tfinci|iality  of  Jefdhen,  Aurcfawit2, 
^ild  aliother  part  of  FbkaA  and  Brandenbourg,  a$  far  as  the 
Wartsl.  /Sitefia  fontaed,  during  that  «a,  a  part  of  Poland, 
and  was  Aibjefi  io  the  foTcreighs  of  khat  country. 
.  In  H04,  it  was  fepairat^  from  Poland,  and  became  go- 
verned by  its  own  dukes. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  r4th  century,  thefe  dukes  fub- 
mitied  themfelves  and  tbeir  poireiBibns  to' the  kings  of  Bohe- 
mia, and  acknowledged  tbemTelyes  to  be  their  vafTals* 

In  2474»  Matthias,  king  of  Hungary,  acquired  Silefia  by 
arms  and  treaties. 

In  1526,  It  paflfed  under  the.  dominion  of  the  houfeof  Au- 
stria, with  Bohemia  and  Hungary.  .     ' 

,We  have  feen  how  it  fell  into  the  hands  t)f  Pruffia. 

Ferdinand,  fon  of  Maximilian'!,  brother  of  Charles  V.  was 

'ibfi  fi^ft -prince  of  the  houfe  of  Anftria  who  poIfitded^iTefia. 

.•        ,.  At 
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At  tills"  trme,  the*r^rmatibn  of  Lithcr' threw  all  devmam 
into  confufiom  Ferdinand,  who  difputed  the  throne  of 
nuhgarywrch'John  of  iZapoIia,  fupported  by' Soliman,  wm 
obliged,  for  fome  time,  to  difleniiMe  ;  but  ho  Iboner  had  (w 
'  formed  a  treaty  which  afforded  him  ibnie  relaxation,  than  6e 
availed  hiaifelf  df  it  to  'peVfecute  the  proteflants.  He  ide- 
tnanded  money  and  foldiers  of  Silefia,  to%iake  war  agaifift 
ihe  protefiants  of  Germany,  arid  united  himfelf  to  his  brother 
'  Charles  V.  to  gratify  the  paflion  of  tHe  pope,  who  wiflied  «• 
root  lip  the  new  'do(3rine  stnd'to  exterminate  its  adhepemts^ 
Sileda,  which  had  received  a folemn  pcomifeof  prefemiig 
all  Its  privileges,  foiind  this  demand  extremely  harfli*  km 
-ivliilft  it  promifed  everv  thing,  it.granted  as^little,  and  dnst 
as  tardily  as.'p6ffible«  Ferdinand  niade  the  Sildians  repent 
of  this  procedure:  be  condemned  tho(e  who  hadr^ufedt^ 
contribute  to  ^ Heavy  ^nalttes^  and  exaded  thefe  penaltiet 
with  the  utnioft>igOur,  BreAaw  iVas  o(>liged  to  pay  Se^QO 
crowns,  and  to  fubmit  to  a  perpetual- tax  on  beer,  for  f»jC 
liaving  teltbrated  with  ^public  rgoicings  the  viStarj  ii 
Charles  V.  bv^r  the  eleiSoc  of  Saxoay  at  Mulberg^ 

This  pfiiice  laboured,  with  2eal  to  weaken  tbeprtvtleg^ 
of  the  Cu^htran  ftates,  arid  to  break  their  coanedioois  vdtjk 
the  German  princes  of  the  fame  faith.  The  margrave  Geor^ 
'16ft' the' pri^cipalfties  of  Oppeln  and  Ratibor,  to  whick  Jie 
xvzB  entitled  alter  tHe  death  of  the  lad  duke  John,  by  virt<4e 
of  a  famf ly;^compa3  with  that  prince.  He  had  already  <«- 
celved  the  homage  of ''tliq  ffates,  Wh'i^n  Ferdinand  declared 
the  c6mpa(E):  null,  ivi^  ioeip^^Jfwn  of  the  principalities 

AfamiIy*covenaht  concluded  between  Frederick  tl.  duke 
of  Ligriit'z,  arid  Joachim,  ele&or  of  Brandenbburg,  excited 
alfoTerdinand's  attehtto'n.  l^e  compelled  the  idafes  of  Bo* 
hernia  to  declare  it  void,  though  Uladiflaus  and  Louis^  kings 
of  Bohemia,  'bad  cdnflirited  to  it.  But  to  this  re'afon  wese 
oppbfed  £he  ^r^mances  confirmed  by  the  fame  kings,  prohi« 
biting  tfie  alled^ioh  of  an/  part  4>f  Bbtiemia  ^  and  this  reafoa 

appeared 


appear^  ^tisfa£tory  to  a  tribunal  where  Ferdinanc^t  .wis  ^ 
/•Hce  the  judge  and  party. 

Frederick  was  conftratned  to  renounce  this  compa£l,  uo- 
iier  his  band;  but  be  again  confirmed  it  by  his  teftament. 
Joachim^  eledor  of  Brandcnbourg,  protefted  agaiiift^  tU 
Sentence,  and  notbing  was  wanting  to  this  formality  by^t 
force  6f  aisis  to  give  it  weight. 

Ferdinand  ai&duoufly  laboured  to  deftroy  many  of  the  ri|lits 
and  privileges  of  this  province.  After  the  death*  of  George, 
'duke  of  Jaegerhdorf,  he  took  upon  himfelf  the  guardianfliip 
of  his  fon  George-Frederick,  to  thc^  exclufion  of  Alberr, 
margrave  of  Anfpacb,  who  was  named  in  his  father^s 
will. 

*     Frederick  II.  of  Lignitz  dying  in  1547,  Frederick  III. 
Jiis  fon,  who  had  difpleafed  Ferdinand,  was  deprived  of  his 
^  fiates  for.  fevett  ytzri^  and  was  only  put  in  poflei&on  of  them 
*at  the  expence  of  his  rights  and  privileges.    Frederick^  in- 
cenicd  at  this  treatment,  excited  troubles ;  but  Ferdinand 
"  confined  Kim  ^t  Brellaw,  and  gave  tlie  duchy  to  his  fo^i 
" Frederick  IV.    Ferdinand  died ;   and  though  he  had  tram- 
pled on  fhe  Silefians,  deftroyed  the  liberty  gf  the  princes  and 
'  fiates,  and  extended  the  limits  of  the  fovereign  authority, 
*yet  was  he  extolled  after  his  death  by  all  the  hiftorians,  for 
no  other  reafon,  but  becaufe  he  did  noti^pfnly  perfecute  the 
proteftant's  :  toleration  ftbod  him  in  ftead  of  every  other  vir- 
tue ;  it  threw  his  defpotifm  into  the  fhade. 

Maximilian  11.  (1564,)  who  fucceeded  his  father  Ferdi- 
'  nahd  in  the  pofleffioh  of  Silefia,  fliewed  that  province  ho  bet- 
ter treatment.  He  exhaufied  it  of  men  and  money  to  pro- 
Vide  for  his  perpetual  wars  with  the  Turks,  and  extended  his 
authority  at  the  expence  of  the  liberty  of  the  princes  and 
ftatd. 

Rodolph  IL  fon  of  Maximilian*  (1576,)  began  his  reign 
by  demanding  of  Silefia  arrears  of  taxes  to  the  aq[iount  of 
ao0|00o  crowns*    This  prince,  wholly  given  to  natural 

'  phi- 
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^hilo(bphy^  mathematics,  and  aftronomy^  left  tht  govtrn*' 
m'ent  of  Ws  prdvinces  to  miniflets  who  plundered  them^ 
The  court  of  Rome  feiied  this  opportunity  of  cftaUifliing  its 
authority  inr  Silcfia.  The  Proteftants  were  perfecuted,  atid 
f  a  eolotiy  of  Jefuits  appeared  to  blow  up  the  flames  of  perfe- 
cation^  intolerance,  and  hatred.  This  condud  divided  the 
two  religions,  and  fowed  the  feeds  of  thofe  continual  wars  ' 
Which  have  defolated  the  Auflrian  ftates  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  feventeenth  century*  The  Prbteflants,  * 
perfetttted  by  the  governors,  and  abandoned  by-  their  fove* 
reign^  unhedthemfe^ves  with  the  difcontented  Utraquifts  and 
Proteftants  of  Bohemia. 

Matthias,  brother*  of  R6d6lpbair,  lefs  tolerant  and  more  . 
defpotic  than  the  latter,  did  v^dience  to  his  natural  charader  - 
td  alienate  hrs  brother^s  fubjtds  from  him.     He  gained  the  - 
Proteftants  by  a  pretended  toleration,  and  thus  carried  off. 
from  his  brother,  Hungary,  Auftria,  Moravia^  and  Lufatia. 
Alarmed  at  thefe  circumftanlces,  Kodolph,  who  was  afraid  of 
loiing  Silefia  likewireyfoft"  no*  time  in  granting  liberty  of  re- 
ligion to  the  inhabitants  of  tHat  province. 

He  made  them  pay,  however,  for  this  necefiary  toleration, 
and  obliged  the  Silefians  to  give  him  300,000  crowns  as  a 
confideration,  and  to  receive  the  Gregorian  calendar.  The 
Silefians  paid  the  money,  and  preferred  fubmitting  to  the 
pope  in  tttatters  of  aftrotlomy  rather  than  of  religion. 

In  the  fpace  of  nine  years,  the  contributions  of  Silefii 
amounted  to  five  millions  of  florins,  befides  men  for  the  un- 
happy wars  of  Hungary. 

Matthias,  who  mounted  the  throne  iii  i6t  t,  received  from 
the  Silefians  a  free  gift  of  a  ton  of  gold.  This  prince  was 
not  fo  potitk  on  the  throne  as  he  had  (hewn  himfelf  artful 
in  att^iiring  it.  He  wis  intolerant,  and  rcnewed'the  ancient 
warsffnd  raisfcftuOes.  The*  cortdad  of  this  prince  kindled 
thelpirk'whrch  lighted  up  the  unfortunate  war  of  30  years. 
The  Silefians,  diflacisfied  with  Ferdinand  II,  fucceffor  of 
Vol,  II.  U  Matthias., 
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Mattl^jas,  {1619}  had  acceded  to  the  eleftion  made  b]r  }}^ 
revolted  Bohemians  of  Frederick  V.  Eledlor  Palatine.  Fer- 
dinand was  fuccefsful,  and  confcquently  the  Silefxans  wcta 
in  the  wrong.  It  cofl:  them  three  tons  of  gold  to  obtain 
their  pardon  and  the  libexry  of  thinking  for  themfelves.  They 
w«re  compelled,  likewife,  to  maintain  fome  regiments  for 
the  fervice  of  the  emperor. 

Nor  was  this  liberty  of  thought  accorded  but  froixv  the 
neceffity  of  the  times.  Ferdinand,  having  no  longer  any 
thing  to  fear,  abandoned  hirofelf  to  his  dHpofition  for  civil 
aitd  religious  defpotifm.  Of  his  own  authority  he  beftowed 
on  his  fon  Ferdinand  the  principalities  of  Schweldnitz, 
Jauer,  Oppein,  and  Ratibor  ^  Glatz  on  the  archduke  Leo- 
paid  i  Jxgcrndorf  he  gave  to  Lichtenftein,  his  zealous  paf« 
tifan  ',  and  Glogau  and  Sagan  to  Wallerilein,  one  of  his 
generals. 

He  declared  the  Silefiaa  Proteftants  vebels,  and  cenfe- 
quently  dripped  of  their  religious  rights,,  which  bad  been 
fecured  to  them  by  the  letters  of  their  princes,  and  by  the 
treaty  of  Saxony.  A  femblancc  of  right  was  given  to  this 
condudl,  and  it  was  called  the  fovenign  right  of  reformation. 
The  execution  of  this  pretended  right  was  entrufied  to  the 
priefts  and  foldiers,  who  flew  on  every  fide  to  force  the  Pro-- 
tellants  to  go  to  mafs,  and  deftioy  all  their  churches.  In  a 
few  years,  fcarcely  one  fingle  perfon  darec)  to  avow  himfelf  a 
Proteilant  in  Silefia;,  and  £ucb  as  had  the  courage  or  impru- 
dence to  ftand  forth- were  deprived  of  almoft  all  the  rights  of 
civil  fociety.  A  multitude  of  ufeful  and  laborious  inhabit* 
tants  quitted  the  province,  and  fought  for  liberty  and  pro- 
ledion  in  other  countries^ 

It  was  at  this  period  (1630)  that  Gufiavus-Adolphus  ap- 
peared in  Germany  to  fupport  the  Proteftant  princes.  Amid 
the  horrors  of  this  war,  the  Silefians  were  alternately  the 
vi£iims  of  both  parties,  harralTed,  perhaps,,  more  by  their 
own  fovereigns  than  by  their  enemies. 

Tired 
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Tired  of  a  neutrality  which'  prociired  them  no  confide- 
ration  from  the  Imperial  troops*  the  Silefians  ranged  theni- 
felves  on  ^he  fide  of  thofe  whom  they  thought  capable  of 
defending  and  maintaining  them*  This  conduct  irritated  the 
Imperial  court,  who  yet  could  only  blame  themfelves  that  it 
had  taken  place.  The  Silefians  were  declared  rebels,  and 
the  Imperial  foldiers  fpared  them  lefs  than  ever.  When  the 
treaty  of  Nordlinguc  (1643)  was  concluded,  the  Silefians 
were  .included  in  it,  but  in  fuch  a  way  as  to  leave  them  ex* 
pofed  to  all  the  vengeanfe  of  their  fovereign.  Some  towns 
were  oblig^  to  aik  pardon -of  the  emperor,  to  offer  him  new 
homage,  to  renoilnce  alt  foreign  alUances,  and  to  adfnit  an 
Imperial  garrifon.  In  return  for  this,  ^hey  were  promUed  a 
pardon  and  liberty  of  religion;  'but  the  remamder:  of  the 
province  was  abandonod  totheienip^ror,  on  whofe  arbitrary 
difcretion  depended  iheir  liberty -and  pafdon.  Silefia  loft- 
nearly  all  her  rights; 

Ferdinand  III.  (i  637)  had  fucb  a  contempt  for  the  Silefians 
that  he  difdained  ^oing  into  that  country  to  receive  homage. 
This  prince  ordered  the  ftates  to  do  him  homage  at  Prague 
and  at  Vienna.  .   ' 

The  war  ftill  continued,  and  the  Swedes  were  fttll  in  Si- 
lefia. The  Silefians,  taught  by  misfortune,  no  longer  dared 
to  join  them.  The  Swedes,  however,  forced  them  to  pay 
contributions,  which  were  afterwards  punifhed  by  the  Im* 
perialifts  as  ads  of  treafon  and  rebellion.  Thefe  horrors 
fpread  defpatr  throughout  the  province.  When  the  Imperia- 
lifls  beiieged  Hirfcbberg,  the  inhabitants  of  that  town,  to 
efcape  from  their  vengeance,  abandoned  their  dwellings  and 
their  country,  and  followed  the  Swedifli  garrifon  in  their  re* 
treat ;  and  the  Auflrians  only  found,  in  this  once  flourifhlng 
and  populous  place,  empty  houfesandetghtCatholic£imiIies» 

During  the  whole  war  of  thirty  years,  Silefia  was  con- 
ftantly  ravaged,  piliaged,  and  laid  wafte,  either  by  theSwedes, 
die  Imperialifis,  or  other  troops. 

U  2  Silefia 


.  Silefia  WM  comprifod  m  ihe  tre^tyjof  Weftphdia;     Tte 
liberty  of  religieti  felt  feme  check)  Ofi  the  papt  of  the  eoape-^ 
for,  TixA  he  refer  ve4  tber//A/  ^frifivmfffim^ : 
:  TbciBomeftC  the  Swedes  .h«d quhred  $ilffia»  theoj^er- 
fiooa  were  renewed^.  zM  ihff  pretvadei^  right  of  refoTAKitioii 
tf^  ^  ftroagjbr  fbrni  of  :oppQ6tiOit  to  the  f^romifedlibeny. 
•  This  preteiufed  refofimti^Q^  or  ilsiber  Cft(l}jolic  perfiacutioir 
of  tlie  Proteftanta,  bfted  till  ibe  d^th  •f  Ferciinadd  III.    It 
was  at  once  fo  barbaM>iit  an#  impolitifii  tl^  iwhote  troope  ^ 
laborious  Proteftant^  ajbarnd^ned  the  eOMOlrfs  aiid.cavled  a» 
itrepai^blejbfa  to^  fiovinoealr^adf  dbpopidatcd  bjr  the  war* 
t  Jj^opold^  lirbo  has  betin.  called  tfaeGreatir  was  emperor  at 
thdage:of  efgbtefiifi657').    He  madrSilefift  feel,  duringa 
reigtt  of  JO  years^  tte  builthen  of  every  impoft  h(  eoulddraw 
froiin  it.    In  i,  few  yeaff8»  the  province^  whkh  was  obliged  to 
psy  Tor  its  fafety  ^d  defence^  was.  taxed^  likSswife,  the  tendi 
part  of  the  value  of  the  lands.    Thefe  laods  were  then  tfti- 
matdiat  eight  milKons.oforolvns  Ion!  thf  furvey* 
.  During  the  wac  hecweeii  Poland  and.  Sweden,  Lcopdd 
fent  an.  army  of  ii6^da  men,  un&r  count  Hata&ld^  to  the 
fuccour  of  the  Poles,    Thefe  troops,  who  were  chiefly  maiiH 
tainediby  Siieiia^  ton^ueKed  Cratow,.  piwailed  over  ihe 
Swedes,,  and  iprocuredthe-peace  of  Oltva^  in  iiAO' 
\  In  s663>  "ivhen  the  X^rks  overran  lUinpiXfj  and  advanced 
as  far  .as  Olmutz,  in  Moravia,  the  Sileftldt,'  r^ifed,  at  their 
own  expelled,  a  corps  of. 6ooa  foot  and  aooo  borfe.    The 
iHimber  of  inhabtXintsrtheo  fit  to  b^r  a4rfiis.  announted  to 
i93>90^' .  Taktt^  tUsxiumber  sis  a,  foturthof  .thcfpof  dlatieo, 
Sikfiacoiltain^dattttae.tifaiebitt  773,200  ((hi}s# 

In  1674,  defetifive  pft[lanition8  wemre^ammeaoed  againt 
iS^  Siiredcs,  who  were  dented  at  the  baiulfi  of  FerbdlVi  bf 
the  troops  of  the  GreacJHeaor,  Frederick- William*  The 
troops  of  Leopold  y^ho  were  U  this  hfittid  confifled  of  1500 
n^eo  from  Silefia. 

In  1683,  when  the  grand  vizir,  S^  Muftapha^  adrancei 

wiih 


IMikh  tXhOOO^^n  io  ibejgaOM^f  Vknnz^  Silf^fia,  which 
^trasfirAwii  into  :gtmf  «xpe|)4}fs  to  prQvicle  fpr  its  own  fccu- 
rieyt  wat  ^n.dl^igcdjto  p^  gr^at  ^^rt  of  the  Polifli  ixpqpf 
ilod  Jqr^dHeiki  t^th^  relief  pf  Vknu^,  and  which  Ijafled 
^hmttgh  that  provifHoe, 

Tbeineeof  Pi»ftsHi>eca|oee9(tiff3in  ^ilefid^ii)  4675,  an^ 
a«rith  itthe  rem^niitg  prprog^niv^^  ^n^  liberti^  of  the  dakct. 
The  princes  and  dujces,  henoeforward»  poiTdTed  nothing  but 
^bfi  aame. 

v  Jofi^rfL  1.  rwho.  yn&runiptely  feigned  but  fix  years»  gO;. 
xvernbl  hi$.f^tet  on.  principles  of  wifdom  and  toleration. 
^e  wished  to  hi^e  fr^m  his/ubj^6is  the  affliding  fight  of  the 
impf3&s  he  wUs.^Gomp^ied  tp  levy  oa  (h^ip>  aQdwithtbjs 
^iew  efiabliihed  the  excifie  in  Silefia. . 

Hqppinefs  was  j^e  eiFed  pf  his  prudence,  as  wf«tchcdn^(s 
jiad  bcw  that  of  «tedff|HOtifm  pjf  bis  p^e^e^fi^p. .. iJledic^ 

in  i?«i.  -  ^        , ......      :   :  .     ;     , 

To  him  fuccceded  Charles  VI.  Under  liis  Jtign^  |bc 
^.tontributionis  paid  by  the  Silefiani  atAQuoted  to  a  milliqp  of 
'4;rowos  yeady^  yu^  .in.  latter  years^'  the  province  had  been 
Jnapoyeriibe^  by.inund^^ipn^i  die^rths,  famine,  and  epidemi- 
cal diforders.  He  required  the  pri^vjn^e  to  acknowledge  the 
|>ragmatic  fen^jpo,'  This  prince  died  in  2740^  aod  with 
.Jbim  terQiin;^tje^  tb^  i^rJqs  pf  fovereign9  gf  the  houfe  of  Au- 
.  ilf  ia  to  whom  Silefig  b^d  belonged  for  214  years. 

.  }ntbe  93Qnum,ents^f  this  period^  wf  ^nd  nothing  but  the 

.J^guag?  of  .cirpMCn(p4?£tion.and  conftraint ;  the  fatal  efFeds 

of  a  defpotic  government.    This  is  more  particularly  to  be 

reniarked  in  tbf  declaration  by  which  the  princes  and  ftates  of 

..  Silcfia  ^coeded.to  the  pragiiiatic  fan<aioa.    «  As  experience," 

they  pbf<rve»  «  has  tAUgbt  the  prinpes  and  the  ftates  that 

*'  Sifefi^  never  oaiY  be  hf^pier  thaa  under  the  mild  and  mo- 

^  <«  derate  government  of  the  hotiie  of  Auftriat  &c/'    In  thus 

i^xpreffing  themfelves,  ihey  bad,  doilbtlefs,  forgotten   the 

r^jgKs  of  Fcfdinaiid  and  I^epppldt    A  little  more ,  mildncfs"^ 

U  3  and 
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and  toleration  than  that  to  which  they  had  been  aocuftdttetf, 
made  the  Silefians  forget  the  tyranny  under  Which  they  hdd 
fo  long  groaned,  Jofeph  and  Charles  VI.  had  permitted 
no  religious  perfecution ;  under  their' reigns  the  province 
enjoyed  both  external  and  internal  repofe.  Silefia'  began  to 
breathe ;  {he  forgot  her  miferies,  and  looked  only  ^to .  the 
prefent  advantages  ihe  derived  from  the  prot€Qibn  of  the 
houfe  of  Auftria* 

That  the  impofts  might  bediftributed  in  a  juft  proportioDy 
the  province  made  an  eftimate  of  all  property  liable  to  the 
payment  of  taxes.  According  to  this  furvey,  the  iKaloeof 
the  landed  property  amounted^  in  15511  to  7>763,045 
crowns.  Under  the  reigns  of  Maximilian  and  Rodolph,  the 
ordinary,  and  in  faci  the  annual,  impoft,  amounted,  in  ge- 
neral, to  1 2  crowns  on  1000  of  the  value  of  the  property ; 
under  the  emperor  Matthias,  it  rofe  to  about  from  20  to  30 
on  xooo}  and  under  Ferdinand  II.  as  high  as  100  and '  up- 
wards on  I 000* 

The  impofts  drawn  by  Leopold  from  the  province  towards 
the  end  of  the  preceding  century,   amounted  annually  to   I 
one  million  and  a  half  of  crowns,  and  in  1740  Charles  VL   I 
received  from  it  two  millions.  | 

The  excife  was  eflablifliedi  not  only  in  the  towns,  but  alfo  j 
in  the  country.  It  was  intended  as  a  fubftitute  for  every  ] 
other  tax,  and  to  conftitute  one  exclufive  impoft.  Bat,  the 
produce  was  neither  fuffiiient  nor  certain  j  fo  that  the  taxes 
on  the  lands  were  not  only  fufFered  to  fubfift,  but  a  frdh  one 
was  bid  on  the  property  of  the  towns. 

The  domanial  revenues  in  Silefia,  fuch  as  tolls,  ftamps, 
coinage,  mines,  monopolies  of  fait  and  tobacco,  the  r6fvenues 
of  the  domanial  lands,  &c.  amounted  to  about  hsdf  as  teuch 
as  the  ordinary  impofts.  The  court  had  appropriated  to  it- 
feJf  the  exclufive  commerce  of  fait,  \i^hich  produced  15,050 
crowns.  At  that  time  140,000  quintals  of  ftlt  were  con- 
fumed  }  at  this  day  thpre  is  a  demand  for  ;iCo,OOOj  befides 
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WitdBt  klmtiggled^  and,  confeqnently,  aii  \Mftzk  6f  60,000- 
quintftls;  ^bich,  prbvta  that  the  number  of  ccnfiimn^  is- 
avgrnented  aboat  one  half* 

The  laft  fovereigns  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  drew,  annually, 
therefore,  upwards  of  two  millions  and  a  half  of  crowns  from 
Sileiia.  With  «rder  and  exa&nefs  one  half  of  this  fum 
would  have  fu^^cedfor  all  the  wants  ef  the  province,  la 
peacethere  were  hardly  2000  foldiers,  and  thefe  were  almofl: 
ivhoUy  maintained  by  the  province. 

A  great  part  of  the  impofis  of  Silefia,  therefore,  muft  have 
been  /ent  to  Vienna.  •  But  the  colleAton  was  made  inaccu- 
rately^^nd  without  order.  A  confiderable  portion  of  the  lands 
vras  loaded  with  arrears.     The  domanial  property  was  ill 
adminiftered,  and  under  Charles  VI.  the  bailiwics  of  the 
.  <looiains  hardly  produced  100,000  crowns.    This  diforder 
way  more  bttrtheafome  to  the  province  than  even  the  taxes 
^bemfelves.    The  complaints  were  invariably  againft  the  cq1« 
le£lion,  and  sever  againft  the  impoft.     An  Imperial  ordi^ 
Aance  of  1712  gives  us  an  infigbt  into  the  application  of  the 
•re^ipts  Iromtbe  g-eafury  of  the  impofts.     It  prohibits  any 
money  from  being  drawn  from  the  provincial  coffers,  with- 
out the  participation  of  the  grand  bailiwic,  for  new  appoint^ 
menUj  gratifications ^    marriagi  prefents^  chrijiinings^  ^^P<ift^% 
murioinments^  atdfeafts  during  the  fitting  $fthejlates. 

Charles  VI.  in  (723,  1715,  and  1736,  named  com- 
sniffioos  to  examine  and  reform  the  impofts,  and  ordered 
a  new  furvey ;  but  the  work  remained  imperfed^t  and  the  bur- 
then always  overwhelmed  the  moft  unfortunate  portion  of 
the  fubjefis.  The  repartition  w:as  left  to  the  ftatcs,  which 
.  were  compofed  of  priefis,  princes,  gentlemen,  and  fome  de-* 
^lies  .of  towns ;  and,  upon  thefe  occafions^  the  peafants 
were  purely  paffive. 

In  time  of  war,  the  ordinary  impofts  were  infufficient.    In 

'^1%U  &0ie  Dutch,  and  Englifli  merchants  advanced  feveral 

Aiiliions  to  the  CQiperor,  and  received,  as  a  fecurity,   aflign- 

^  U  4  f^ent 


flwnUMtlit.sfMiKfSof  SUcfia.  7;iic«¥cl«fiw  9rif9iBP 
ef  hmrJAg  bfct  wti.foM  to  ilie  Oaieti  ntn^ocdiipry.  din^M 
trere  jinpofcd»  poU*taxes»  tues  pa  bMts»  4h<M»>^  4l4fP«nt 

(4)  Thefe  dfaUils  0Dfiy  )ie foqri  in ^2Jir»  .wh^hm  wxi^m 
•n  the amogffiMiit of  thelMtt  in SiteGi*  This wyior fW9» 
bimfeif  one  of  ihe  firft  coiniatiffioiiea  eAMHUllKi  £dc  k>  m«?«t 
cion.    HU  work  is  ^ntitlodi  Fm  Simrmfmkttmt/m^. 

»  . 

-  (5)  See  Journul  of  BKntsbtv*  17)19  (Bumimm^  Mfr 
fiatsfcbrifi).  The  bufiiel  of  nrfitat.  weighs  in  iik^  iipv^fxdl 
of  ^00  pottiMbji  and  cofts,  iiigeneraly  iwocromnu 

(6)  In  France,  the  impoftt  00  Ae  cuktvatsr  faoMHSit  H^ 
above  ose  half  of  the  produce  of  the  laocU  In  dioffiMMa- 
fiality  of  Anhalt-^bft  and  ethor  coiiiitries  ia  QemMsy, 
an  eOate  in  the  country^  wouht  for  ioftaaee^  50QP  M»«(]is^ 
pftjrs  85  aiunial  ifiipoft»  At  5  per  cent,  thjs  eftat^  eas.ooJy 
iproduce  250  crewoa  a  ji^ti  Goefeq|ueittIjrt  tjti.f  i^ppoil 
amounts  to  one  thircl  ^f  the  produce* 

(7}  The  following  Js  an  extrafi  of  this  cdiA : 
«<  Our  i^uernal  cares  for  the  fiates  with  which  we  are  en* 
*«  trufted,  inciting  us  to  employ  oorftlves  inecflaniJjr  in  enr 
1«  deavours  to  ppomote  tbe  welfare  of  our  fabjcHs^  we 
«^  bave^  fince  the  commencement  of  oui*  reign  in  Siiefia, 
^«  turned  our  attention  towards  the  meanaof  maiotaining 
**  conilant  fecurity  and  repole-io  thisjbvereign  diicby  of  our 
^«  ftates,  and  of  augmenting  thofe  mean^.  In  coafe^uence, 
y  ^  it  19  our  imentioo  to  conftcrate  wholly  to  the  publie^fafety 
**  and  convenience  fucb  contributions  as  our  fakiifui  traflals 
«  and  fub^efts  are  oblrgpd  to  pay  us  for  -tbis  doubly  objed^ 
«^  agreeably  to  nanurai  and  divine  rights  and  Sbeeonftin>Cion 
«*  of  the  province*. 

«  But, 


F  It  E'  'D  K  It  a  ft  K    tn      a^f 

f^  tQm9^>Miaasr&x  tbt  p«Uic  waati^toire  -MlhMto  be^n  1e* 
^  irt«i)«ttboist  997«nieaAireo{  joftice,  aiiui  14M  giv^n  rii^ 

i^  QfeMirH  .4iiir  iii#  care  has  bten  tvisitroduc^  more  oidet  and 
1^  tegnlariti^tih  thigfb  wipofaioM..  Tc^t^k  >«KA,  we  have 
f«.«^bliAnI,  9t'  our  cicfeoeea^  4Simii44Ni9  -to  «9i!^  into 
««  and  remedf  tii^^iefefts. 

^«  As:itil.tte  incq«M|Ktj«»  lii|AiiaH^:<i«pt  into  this  ^ 
f ^  imve  tkttr  iburce  eHlKPr  to  tii^  ojbfofts  tbemfelveft  fiibjc^ 
<f  co^tfae^impoft^  4)0  midie  iMfte-of-cc^eAiim^^  we  have  par- 
«<  ticularlf^AsciM  <iM(  ^^Itinitioii  «f  Ae  comoii^oners  to 
««  thefe :h/«a  ofajefisw    'W«'ftt  pM^t  l(<^i  with  feme  fotin- 
<^  dsitibd,  thafy  after  tiieia^boufs  0f  buf  t^miHiffion,  wlikh 
•««  are  jail  termiii9tcd»  we^fi|[atl»  «t  tetfgth,  4iMn  the  fo  long 
«<f  wi#e^'for«qiiatia]r  beretafore  Ibaght  «fi^  at  an  expence 
,<«  fO^okr^Ma  for  ^fbo  pfovkioe.    For  Hie  greateft  prudence 
^«  baa  beenniada  ofeDf  ui  tbe^n^irmaffe^m  tf&en  reTpeaing; 
•«  alt  objeAa  H^l^  to  taxafk^n  i  an  e^uat  ra^e  has  been  ef- 
^*  taHift^<l«  >A  ^iririfb  operation  the  an<^ieht  conftftattons, 
^<  oadinances,  treaties » Sec.  itf  ^  proiftilce»  are  ts&en  for  the 
^t  bafis.  We  have  foffertd  no  exceptions  in  vih^k  relates  to  the 
^*  impeft,  ftnce  it  is  in  conformity  vrkh  the  conflttution  of 
<*  the  province  and  with  jalKce»  that  aM  the  members  of  the 
^AzUf  wbo  enjojr  e^ual^  it^  proteAron^  flioirld  contribute 
<<4o<hee«pences  incurred  by  that  protedlon^  relatively  to 
M  thetf  refpe&iVe  properties  and  revenues.    It  is  on  this  prin- 
ft^  cipte  that  we  have  made  ourown  territorid  domains  fubjedl 
M  tolbeir  propeXiioit. 

A*  By  orderM»g  an  i^curate  furvey  to  be  takei),  and  dt« 
M  vidiog  thtf  {mpo(i%  with  equality,  we' thinkwe  have  greatly 
^  relieved  the  p/ovkiee*  A  confxderaMe  part  of  the  burthen 
M  coi^fted  in*  the  defedii^e  manner  in  which  the  taxes  were 
H  latiedandadnifnilttred;  a  rayfitry into  which  tberateables 

"  could 


^  mhM  iitv«r;|ieo0lnle.  Hhtt^'diSmiitn  wt  have  lemdhcl 
^*  by  a^liftiHgthfiirbiOiMry  taxes,  tht  exciic  iiitbc  MUntijr^ 
**  andtbac  mulifiliMk  ofjCbU^ons  and  im|M>fiiioof  of  mttf 
«(  kind  knovabx tl«  WQWOf  tkiTmVsptmgf  (Tmrkm/huer)^ 
^^t^i^%  ^^  datnif^h  tbta  of  a  dnitr  $k  mtat^  a  gr^sm 
**  iiif^  marruiti  iijfts^  &c.  and  by  4iiiitifl|[  ail .  thcfe  impofts^ 
«( fpr  xvar,  ugder  o0f(  bawU  Mundyi  the  tccrUonal  ioipoft 
«<  for  the  country,  and  the  excUcLforlkelowns.* 

«<  The  ftatfsand  Aib^Alt  iktrdEarc^se^vidKe  nadiftcrfty 

^<  HI  paying!  momblyt  on  a Aated  dayiito  the  ohnnher  of  4ttdi 

«<  circle,  the  co^(r|l]Mioitin4peftiry.<b^  the  jfiaifittonnoe  of 

*<  thearmy^  an4tim<l^en>nwiaii>fihe|M:dvioce«*.    :  . 

.  ^(  We  qonid h^a wited  to  eaTa  Mr  fiabjeaa ofthe coaa- 

f:\J(fU  by  ^H^fMB  ^f*  thona  Jff«  confiderabl^  bm.i.  bi^  » 

«<  j|)i^l>asfentdiiiiiaataon  «f:iQl«ign  flatta,  «ddedt*cbo  pre^ 

%;<  vailing  Hpq^iif ^pfial&irst  ra^niiiel  ni^  conflantljr  m  keep 

^<.of  £{)oc  a  confi4lNUe  army  £9r  il|adefeate  of  thl^conntry, 

.*'  aodthefe  aMoaaia  folely^  dfAiofSd.  to  abat  o(e,  lair  doubt 

.^.  not  ths|t.ottri£ul^a£b  will  ackooinrledge  ihe  nccciEtjrof  the 

^iaidtaxei»  andoCiheir  pundualpayminl.  .  Abd  jtfiey  will 

^^  £c^  ftiH  moBc  firmvly  tbia  nocefiky,  if  tbey  confider  that 

^^  thejCiipportof  ibeafmyavgoieoticonfamptioB^  kenpEiCorn 

.  *^  and  4>tber  cuticles.  a4,a  gpod  .price,  and  prevents  the  ciicn* 

^  kuion  of  ti^  maniBy^beyond  At  province* 

<^  We  promife^/^  oux  royal  Avord,  to  our  aafioU  and  faidi- 

,  ^^  ful  fubje£l$,  of  ev^y  condition,  in  our  own.  narnCt  and  in 

•«  that  of  our  fuccdTorst  that,  in  fuiure,  neither  kk  time  of 

r^*  war  nor  peace,  will  we  carry  thefe  uses  higbei  ihaA  the 

**  rate  at  wbicb  they  are  fixed  in  the  furv^y,  even  ikoidd  the 

^'  ob]e£ts  liable  to  the  ioipoft  be  imgipved,  and  of  .more 

*f  value »  and  that  we  will  lay  ^  other  tai^  on  the  province 

*<  under  any .deooinioation  lybatfo^er*  ..On  the  contrary', 

«^>ve  engage  to  in^eamtfy^i  i^.  ready  niKwey,  by  our  chamber 

M  pf  domains^  onr  faithful  fub^as,  fppr  aU  PttU^  calamities^ 

r.       *  "fuch 
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^  fuch  ar  the  expences  of  war,  'tranfports,  years  of  (carcitf » 
*^  hmilj  molality  amongft  the  cattle,  faiimdations^  fires,  or 
«*  other  accidents. 

^^  Given  ^t  Potsckm,  23d  April,  1743. 

**  FftXDERICK." 

{9)  Frederick  IL  did  aotform  more  favourable  opinions 
than  yr6re  entertained  by  any:  otber  perfon  concerning  the 
admCniflratioft  of  finances  in  France  s  but,  he  threw  all  the 
blsime  «n  the'  farniers>geafer^,  ^e  conqitroHers  of  the  fi*  ^ 
nances,  and  other  heads  of  that  -depaftment.  He  had  been 
told  of  the  admirable  order  which  reigned  in  the  offices  of 
jifiance,  and  it  was  this  ordfer  which  he  wiihied  to  introduce 
inU>  his  adoiifitftiation.  He  imagined^  that,  by  fele&iiig  in^ 
ferior  officers,  and  fuperintending  them  fatmiUf,  hiteoiintrjr 
"w^ouM  not  bo  expofed  to  the  rapiae  too  frequently  oecafionei., 
by  the  fyftem  of  iararing*  He  imagineds  alfo,  that  fbre^ert, 
ftnd  cfpeciaily  Frenchmen,  wodd  be  conflantly  ivatcbcd  by 
the  jeaioufy  of  the  inhabitants,  which  would ferve  as  a  check 
upon  their  proceedings. 

An  anec^dote,  related  in  a  paUic  memorial,  proves  the  opi«- 
nion  that  Frederick  IL  etttectaified  of  Frendifinaiiciefs*  A 
man  of  the  name  of  La  Combe,  direfior  of  excife  at  Mag* 
debourg,  becoming  refponfible  for  a  ca&ter  who  ran  away, 
and  having  been  put  in  prifon  anddifoi£Bed  from  hia  employ, 
went  to  Potzdam,  immediately  after  his  enlargement,  with  a 
memorial,  in  which  were  expofed  certain  coo^l^ints  againft 
the  Sieur  de  Launai,  the  dtreffcor- general,  whom  he  accufed 
of  being  the  caufe  of  bis  mis&rtuhe*  Th^  matter  is  thu^ 
Aated'in  the  hiemorial : 

^<  From  Potsdam  the  director  de  La  Combe  went  to  the 
^*  palaee  of  Sans*Souci*  The  king  appeariogi  the  diredor 
^'  de  La  Combe  prefented  his  memorial.  Hit  majefty  atked 
^^  htm  who  he  was.  He.  replied,  that  his  name,  was  de  La 
»<  Combe,  formerly  direaor  of  excife  at  Madebourgi  qq 

♦*  which 


jOn  t'K'    ff'  p.   S  :    Q    JP  ..    . 

«^^«liicii  the  fcing  fiddio  biQ9»  reAififl|:  to rtcriive  hiM 

^aat  affair/^ 

«»  The  fieor  dt  Ln  Combe  tttprpkntti  ta  Jiim^  tkat  the 
^  flBtterteibeen  mifreprefented,  and  fupplicated  him  to  re^ 
<•  ceive  his  meatorial*  The  king  perfifted  in  hit  refufiil, 
^wtA^tntMfpv  p9om tD€  Uhmmnthhhoili^  mS^  when 
^ on  hotkkoAf  .htnp9$t6itp kmif  ^  lis^  fa^  1  bww at 
^fiaf^air^  ^ubmy9uimut^^ai^fmmu/ig$f9  Frame t"^ 
Xa  Cooobc  itttmv^Qi  to  nplf^  hit  the  'king  went  cflF  in  a 
jgpdbjl^  wkiiDittiifleniBg4DUs.ciMnplaittt7»     > 


(j9)i  f^edeikk  adopted*  towardi  the  end  of  iu8  lifi^  tOootlur 

mrf  oCtbiiiki^g*  k.ap|)eart  aa -if  fait  onlf  inteniion  had  been  lo 

ptttheoMR^tii  timtn^  and  trdntier  k  zittvmw^  to  tfacGen> 

hmnu  During  t^  fiNir  ot  five  laft  years  of  fait  f  eign,  tbe  snoft 

jvtfiriJy  pknrifient  oC  flie  Fienck  look  sfaepiecaiitieo  to  cfcape 

wtib  thejMoney  dicyliad  fdmped  together;  and  many  of  them 

smeiieevendifmiiied  in  wy  harih  tnrms.  Tlie  diredor^general, 

who  had  two  nephews  in  employments  not  eodowcii  with  tbe 

€mae  conning  aiiiiaifelf*  fenttbem  oflF,  from  a  princqde  of 

f  recaation^  tbat  diey*.  mi^  efcape  enquiries^  cbufiog  rather 

to  make  them  qoit  coniideratble  appointmenu^  and  fee  tbem 

tlofe,  tkongh  deftitute,  at  Paris*  than  expofed  to  dif^y^eabli^ 

.16  not  dangerous  bmbarraflmenttat  Berlin.    Tbe  French  ad- 

4mnHtratots  iioaft  of  having  augmented  the  revenues  of  the 

)»ng;  but*  in  good  truth,  it  was  not  necefl^ry  to  l>e  a  for- 

^tfrer  for  tbe  accomplifhment  of  fuch  an  objcA..  They  ad- 

^\fti  the  king,  for  inftance,  to  lay  an  exoiibitdnt  duty  oa 

coSee*  and  to  monopolize  the  article.    What  Getman  would 

ner  have  made  this  brflliant  dffcovery^  as  well  as  a  niephew 

^of  MbflAeurde  Laiind?:Ory  rather,  where  is  tboGi^fnoti 

:f  atriot  who  would  not  bane  bluflied  in  tbe  prefelicc.  o£  bis 

^liBoWHcitizens,  to  have  propof^  refouroes  of  t  hid  fodf^  at  a 

•'4biie  wfceii'tiie  fiate  was  noo  in  .want^  and  when  .tbefe  addi- 

;  •     ••  '  tional 


T   K  t   n   t  1L   I  CJL  '  lU  31M 

ftooal  intpoftfl  were;  every  day  mOie  and  more  deSruSivc  to 
ciroulatioik  and  to  commerce  {       • 

In  tBe  €!)(}»  ibe  king  ftbfii^iiMly  iiffiftcd  on  hamstg  ioeattli 
tmplbjc^atk  tbi9fdepartmenlt« .  :  . 

(10^  T&c  ptincipal  diie^r  hsui,  m,  tke  coiiiinieiifleaMi^ 
309000  crowns  a  year  (about  1 20,000  French  livres},.  .Wci 
may  imagine  the  fenfation  which  fuch  falaries  produced  in  a 
tetintry  vdlere  a  diaA,  with' all  income  of  tworchoiifilnd 
crowns^  inay  keep  an  eq|uip$ige,'  aad  lybere  the  mimilicrt  leC 
Hate  ^Td  hot.  more  than  ffom  feiir  to  fiv^.t)ioii&i|d«  A 
ftranger^  foiveUpaid)  coaU  nor  but  ex^ifie  nyidi  jealoi^^ 
Befidea  the,  ordinary  appointmeAtfy  gratifirationswerediftfi* 
bated  totfa^  gentlemen^  to  reward  them  f<Mrtl^ir  jqrvicce^ 

Mm^  of  tfatm,  notwiChftanding)  tbemfeivcs  flayed  ths 
fmuggler^  .^nd  wicHout  any  ^pprehenfioasof  )>eiiig  deteAed^ 
One  of  the  dire£lors  was  betrayed  iv  a  tingle  infianc^  by  hie 
coimadey  ivA  the"  affisir  was  pn^the  poiet  of  ^ing  fiibayrctedf 
to  tlie  cognizance  of  a  court  of  juflice  i  but  the  f*re|icb  &tr# 
means  to  hi|£h  it  apy  i^t  the  honour  pf  the  natioo,  or  lathee 
of  the  ba<id<  ' 

Mitchell  the  Brttiib  envoy  at  Bert tn^  fpeaking,of  thefepe^ 
Cttlators^  obfervedi  *<  that  ibi  French  wm  heaten  anci  in  ibg 
^^fiiUofRs/bacbb/thePruffms^  biatbiyannfirjfdajtM^ 
**  fbek  twenge  in  the  $cwH^n'*  « * 

(1  i)  la  mercamtiie bonfes  (bey  wer^  obliged  to  keepa  clerk 
exprefsly  for  this  bufinefs*  The  Germans  had  no  idea  of  all 
thefe  forai^litie»  a-nd  delays;  but  the  French  confoled  th^a 
by  telling,  ihem  that  this  was  the  very  ob}e£t  ^f  the  pro- 
Mion,  atni  by  relating  to  them,  that,  in  Francct  to  tranfport 
a  caft:  of  ^'me  from  one  of  the  provinces  (o  the  capiul^  it 
became  ncceflary  to  pay  twenty  different  petty  duties^  tinder 
various  denominations!  that,  if  the  driver  unluckily  lofes 
one  of  the  liule  tickets  which  he  xeeeives  on  the  payment  of 

every 


every  fre(H  duty,  he  (lands  cxpofed  to  a  profecution,  and 
there  is  matter  for  a  law-fuit.  When  we  refled  on  thefe 
tfctngs,  we  <:aniU>t  but  blefs  the  prince  who  is  at  prefent  la- 
bouring, with  To  much  ardour  and  patriotifm,  to  fimplify  the 
adminiftratlon  of  finances  in  that  flourifhing  kingdom.  This 
ii  the  moft'  (ignal  benefit  which  a  nation  can  receive  from  a 
^ood  king. 

(il)  Thefe  olRccrs,  whofe  fole  merit  frequently  confified 
in  a  neat  hahd-writing  aAd  the  knowledge  of  arithmetic, 
fiimetimes  pafl^d  the  moft  abfurd  fentences.  They,'  upon 
eneoccaCon,  'condemned  a  ibldier  to  pay  a  fine^f  200  crowns 
for  conceatirig  a  few  pounds  of  tobacco.  The  king,*  to 
whom  the  fentence  was  tranfmittfcd,  wrote  underneath  it,, 
«*  Before  I  confirm  this  fentmcty  IJhould  he  glad  te  kmw  where 
**  afil£er^  who  has  eight  gres  to.  live  on  for  five  iaysy  is  to  raife 
••  200  crowns  to  pay  this  fine  ?■* 

The  princefs  of  Pruffia,  the  firft  fpoufc  of  Frederick-: 
Winfetti  If.  the  reigning  monarch,  whofe  marriage  was  dif- 
fclved,  and  who  was  herfelf  confined  to  Stettin,  had  com* 
miffioned  a  very  handfome  gown  to  be  fent  her  to  that  town 
from  Lyons.  As  thefe  fluffs  pay  immenfe  duties,  the  cuf-. 
tom-houfe  officer  of  the  place  infolently  retained  the  gown 
until  they  were  difcharged.  The  princefs,  indignant  at  this 
treatment,  ordered  the  man  to  bring  the  gown,  when  ihe 
would  pay  the  duty.  He  obeyed  ;  but  no  fooner  had  he 
entered  the  apartment,  than  the  princefs  feizes  the  gown, 
firikes  him  violently  on  the  face,  and  drives  him  out  of  the 
room.  The  fellow,  pufi^d  up  with  official  prkle,  retreated 
in  exceffive  rage,  and  drew  up  a  long  narrative  of  the  tranf- 
adion,  addrefled  to  the  king,  wherein  he  complained  bitterly 
of  having  been  difhonoured  in  the  difcharge  of  his  duty* 
Frederick  anfwcred  him : 

««  The  lofs  of  the  exclfe  duty  (hall  be  on  my  account ;  the 
^  gown  (hall  rem^iin  with  the  princefs,  the  cuffs  to  him  who- 

«  ha$ 
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^Vhas  teem^  ibem.    Ae  for  the  pretended  diflioMiiir,  I.fi>- 
<<  lieve  thejplaiqtiff,f/p;pi  it.     Never  could  the  applicaMn  of: 
<<  4  fair  band  diigrape  (be  ^Mk  pf  a  onftgnirrbQiife  officer* 

(ijX.Thc  FreBcb,  in  g^ecaU  wb^  wc^e  employed  In  i^c 
finances,  retired  very  ,ri(Ji. ,  ..The  mqft  prudent  sunong  tbqQi ; 
did  hot  lyait  for  tbe  kiog^'ft  d«ttb.  .  De  i^uoaiy^tbe  dtrcuStor* 
gennfaly  was  reduced>^l  a  fajbu-y  of  15,000  ofiovvyty  anii.ff*^ 
veral  ptiv^^  in  prppprtioir*    Tbelb  fr^uent  diminutions  w* 
duce4  bun^^j^t  variqjis  j^mes,  to  demand  permiffioJii  to  re4g% 
but  Frederick  always  refufed  bim.    After  the  deatb  of  Fre^ 
derick)  .tbe  hatied  of~tbe  nation  bore  down  ;|lt  lii^its  wbatfo* 
evect  eipecially  when  they  faw  Frederickr William  manifeft , 
bis  avtrfim  for  the ^  Prtnchy  and  drive,  tbem  from  bisfbt^* 
Moniieur  De  Launai  was  obliged  to  give  aij^accqunt  of  .bi&. 
condu<3f  and  eictricate4  bimrelfwicb  honour.  ;, 

(14)  Towards  tbe  end  of  Frederick's-ieigOj^  one  of  tliefe 
fmugglers,.  purfued  in  tbe  duflc  of  the  fvening  by  a  cuflom- 
boufe  office^  in  the  ftreets  of  Berlin^  and  on  tbe  point  of 
being  feized,  drew  out  ^a  piftoly  and  killed  bim  on  tbe  i^t. 
He  made  bis  efcape.  Tbe  king  wrote  tp  the  adminiftrat40n»^ 
and,  under  the  idea  that  tbe  murderer  would  not  prove  fo 
fooUflily  carelefs  as  to.  fall  into  tbe  bands  of  juftice^  direSedy 
that,  if  re-taken,  be  ihould  be  broken  upon  tbe  wheel. 
The  directors  thought  that  they  perfectly  interpreted  tbe 
king's  intentions  by  offering  two  hundred  crowns  to  whoever 
fhould  deliver  him  up,  and  already  anticipated  the  glory  of 
feeing  a  Pruffian  broken  on  the  wheel  for  fmuggling,  under 
the  reign  of  Frederick. the  philofopher.  And,  in  fa£t,  he 
was  apprehended.  JBut  Frederick,  fearing  left  they  ihould 
acl  in  confequence  of  what  he  bad  written  in  his  firft  letter 
vrith  no  other  intention  than  to  terrify  the  other  (mugglers^ 
difpatched  a  fecond  letter  to  the  adminiftrationj.  and,  by  or« 

derin^ 


luMkM^^  Ike  piKMtt,^'  hi  gaite  t&em  idiMdei^nd  tbisit  itl/rM 
not  hferpkttfiM>e  tbmktfr  Aould  bb  coAimaitA^iit.   Bt 

hlMl^  ^*  Beriihy  etely  articte  Was  to  bft  found  inr  diMieft 
ittdp^t  ^^f  the  ilteMilld^M»'ihd|^^     wefe  vnatUe  to 

If  ^*oMf  nSliblEa^fo^ti&e  a^prcfent  of ia  fiik  gmrn  frMr 
hjfm^^  6f  fmtmAiki  u^  nddath  tHe''tftr«ftrt(9'or  filB* 
dhtairellr.      '  ';  '  '•        ••:.''     -^ 

(^  diktM  iR^hd  tibre^  woriced  thdr^,  andlrho^  under  fome- 
fidfttftle;' rM^hfed  a tbbnfahd  or  tnofe  crKH^n^  a  ycaf^  for* 
jid'k>thtrf«trorflKut  Mcatfe'tlitjr^effe  tbe  fitvbitrites  of  eBc 
diredor^  or  had* it  hx  their  pow^  to  be  favourable td  Ihe 
French  fyftem  of  admin iftration  on  difficult  occafions.  A 
pt^dtzn^mt2A€ikk}cidhifat  hiftsince;  fiald  a  penfion  of  blie 
thouikfld  €rt>WR8  otflyYor  tttrtBhtg  die  ftyle  and  <^Uio- 
graphy  of  th^  ffinMi  dih^Al6n  \(rhen  they  had  occafion  to 
vftint  id  tHe'kit)^ ;  an  eMfSoy,  hoTi^vver,  of  wbidi  he  ac* 
qtikted  himfclf  vefy  indiffcreittfy. 

•  (f  6)  When  fomd  of  thcfc  oftccrs  prdpofcd  to  the  king  to 
haver  all  the  tofftt  fold,  rcfady  burnt,  in  tiff  boxes  fealed  up, 
and  to  lay  a  tax  on  it  of  four  livres  a  pound,  they  did  not 
confihe  themfeWcs  to  the  iifipoft,  bxrt  fent  commiffions  to 
air  the  merchants  of  Lubec  and  Hambutgh,  to  buy  up  all 
the  damaged  cofiee  they  could  meet  with.  Having  pur- 
chaftd  this  at  a  low  price,  they  fold  it  for  fix  times  the  value 
to  the  king.  This  coSfee,  ihut  up  in  their  warehoufes,  be- 
came ftill  worfe,  and  produced  dIfordefS  among  the  people* 
Gofnplaint^  Wefe  mide,  the  wafehWes  were  examined,  and 
the  dam^iged  C<0t^  found  and  cbro^A  iilCO  the  riv^ff  to  «he 

great 
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great  regret  of  the  fpeculators,  who  yet  were  not  hanged,  but 
flill  continued  to  enjoy  their  places.  Frederick  did  not  like 
to  inflid  the  pain  of  death  ;  but,  {Kbuld  he  not  have  made 
an  exception  for  public  poifoners  ? 

(17)  It  is  very  common  in  Germany  to  be  obliged  to  pay 
tolls  on  the  high  roads,  under  the  title  of  cdufeivay  momy^ 
bridge  numty^  &c.  and  frequently  in  places  where  n^Itheir 
bridges  nor  caufeways  are  to  be  feen.  Thefe  exadlions  are 
renewed  as  often  as  the  pailenger  enters  into  the  territory  of 
a  new  fovereign,  and  often  at  each  village  of  the  fame  fiate. 
In  thofe  places  where  there  are  neither  roads  nor  caufeways. 
It  is  one  of  the  reniains  of  thofe  days  of  barbarifm,  where 
the  barons  ranfomed  the  paflengers  on  the  highways.  Thefe 
tolls  are  feldom  paid  with,  pleafure  any  where  except  in 
Auftria  and  Wirtemberg,  where  the  roads  are  really  com** 
modious. 

(18)  tt  is  a  fad  reflexion  that  there  fhould  be  taxes  even 
on  virtue.  If  a  man,  content  with  aliments  of  pure  necef- 
fity,  had  fobriety  enough  to  live  on  bread  and  fruits,  he 
would  ftill  be  compelled  to  pay  for  fait,  of  which  he  makes 
no  ufe.  •  There  is  a  country  where  they  have  propofcd  to 
put  fmoking  tobacco  on  the  fame  footing,  and  to  oblige  every 
perfon  to  take  a  certain  quantity,  whether  hefnahs  or  mi! 

(1 9}    'A  time  there'was^  ere  England*s  griefs  began. 

When  every  rood  of  ground  maintainM  its  man  i 
But  times  are  altered ;  traders  unfeeling  train 
Ufurp  the  land,  and  difpoirefs  the  fwain. 
Along  the  lawn,  where  fcatter'd  hamlets  role. 
Unwieldy  wealth  and  cumbrous  pomp  repofe  i 
One  only  mafter  grafps  the  fmiling  plain. 

Goldfinith,  liefer  ted  Village. 

Charles  IV,  who  was  an  enlightened  oeconomift,  acknow- 
ledged the  utility  of  dividing  farms.    We  find  a  diploma^  Jn 
Vol.  !!•  X  '  ii» 


his  reigfii  which  allows  thefe  divifiona  hi  Sitefia,  **  hteaup^ 
he  obferfesy  '*  that  is  m§ri  fav^utahU  to  the  pr^gnfs  of  €uhi- 
<*  vation  in  tbi  prmnci,  and  to  tbo  public  gooi^*  S.  Fabr i  or  ig. 
WntUbw. 

(20)  le  was  at  the  faoie  time  that  the  minifters  of  All  the 
departments  repaired  to  Potzdam  to  prefent  their  reports* 
Frederick  ufoally  kept  upon  a  table,  all  the  yeaf,  the  genersd 
balance  of  the  finances  of  all  his  dominions^  and  often  call 
kis  eyes  cto  it, 

(21)  This,  at  leaft,  is  aO  that  has  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  a  man  not  employed  in  the  affairs  themfelves,  and  all  that 
can  be  learnt  from  printed  memoirsir  l*he  exad  report  of 
the  king's  revenues^  as  well  as  the  ftate  of  the  public  receipt 
and  expenditorCf  remains  a  fecret  Wfth  the  minifters  and  the 
chambers  of  domains.  Yet  there  is  no  king  on  earth  who 
had  lefs  realbn  than  Frederick  IL  to  make  a  myllery  of  the 
adminiftration  of  his  finances.  Could  this  prince  pofibly 
be  apprehenfive  of  finding  imitators  among  fovereignsy  in  a 
department  which  requires  an  unremitted  attention  on  the 
part  of  the  monarch,  and^  as  it  were,  the  uninterrupted  Ia« 
hours  of  a  perpetual  fuperintendence? 

Jofeph  IL  however^  has  imitated,  in  his  ftates,  part  of  the 
operations  of  Frederick.  In  France,  under  a  fovereign  fi> 
full  of  good  intentions,  what  could  prevent  the  adoption  of 
fo  fimple  an  adminiftration^  crowned  by  the  moft  complete 
fucceis  ?  Should  this  powerful  nation  fuceeed  in  eftablifliing, 
in  the  adminiftration  of  her  finances,  the  order  which  was 
obferved  in  die  Pruffian  ftates  under  the  reign  of  Frederick, 
what  neighbouring  power  could  enter  into  competition  with 
her,  or  even  avoid  regarding  her  with  awe  ? 

(22)  The  arrangementy  of  which  mention  will  hereafter 
>c  made,  is,  in  effed,  very  ufeful  to  the  fovereign ;  4ior  is 

it 
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H  pofflbie  to  detivt  more  fervice  from  his  fuljeda.  I  admit 
that  every  fubje^  is  obliged  to  defend  bis  country ;  but  li« 
.  berty  muft  form  the  bafis  of  this  obligation.  lo  the  ancient 
repubh'cs  the  arfnies  were  compofed  of  citi^ns.  It  is  hard 
not  to  be  allowed  the  choice  of  the  fituation  to  which  we  VrUb^ 
to  dedicate  our  lives;  it  is  cruel  to  be  forced  into  a  military 
life,  as  it  were,  from  the  birth.  I  have  feen  the  female  ioh^ 
bitants  of  the  country  wifliing  not  to  bring  m^Ie  children  intQ 
the  world ;  I  have  feen  them  afl|i£led  ^  the  birth  of  a  fon» 
In  a  conftitution  of  this  ndture,  the  government  muft  dread 
the  too  rapid  progrefs  of  information  among  the  peoples 
for,  in  the  end,  an  enlightened  people  would  difcover  re« 
fources  sigainft  this  fpecies  of  flavery.  A  man^  who  haf 
thought  proper  to  reafon  upon  government,  and  who  has  rea« 
foned  at  random^  pretends  that  Pruffia  is  not  a  military  ftate* 
Now»  I  would  alk  what  a  miliury  date  is,  if  it  be  not  that 
in  which  a  whole  nation  is  compelled  to  bear  arms;  where 
every  male  infant  belongs  to  a  regiment;  where  the  circulatioa 
depends  on  military  expenditure ;  where  the  fovereign,  and 
all  the  princes,  are  perpetually  under  arms  ;  where  a  lieu- 
tenant, or  other  officer,  is  dften  fent  to  annul  the  fentei^eof 
a  court  of  juftice,  and  examine  an  affair  of  commerce  or 
finance ;  where,  during  the  courfe  of  the  whole  year,  the 
country  refcmbles  a  camp  or  field  of  battle;  where  the  culti- 
vator is  obliged  to  quit  his  plough  three  months  in  the  year 
to  carry  the  mulket  in  time  of  peace,  and  for  the  whole  year 
in  war  7 

(23}  Slav!  vivunt  in  miferis  tuguriis,  fatis  longp  inter^ 
Vallo  feparatis  ....  Vivendi  modus  dfper  k  negligens  •  • . « 
continua  fordes.  Procop.  Jg  hello  G^tb. 

(24)  The  manner  in  which  the  king  had  thefe  buildings 
conftruded  could  not  but  be  fubje£l  to  many  inconveniencies. 
He  did  not  take  themoftable  archite^,  but  be  whp  demanded 
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.  Ae  leaft,  and  thefe  buildings  were  always  let  to  the  lowtft 
bidder  who  would  undertake  them.  Hence  it  was  that  the 
archited  built  only  for  the  king's  life»  and  accordingly  moft 
of  the  new  edifices  threatened  to  fall  into  ruins  at  the  end  of 
twenty  years.  We  have  even  feen  one  of  the  two  fupcrb 
towers  conftrnded  by  Frederick  in  the  fquare  of  the  Gens* 
d'armes,  crumble  to  pieces  before  it  was  half  erected.  It 
snay  be  truly  faid^that  Frederick,  in  givfng  thefe  houfes  to  bis 
fubje£ls,  hv  prepared  them  magnificent  tombs,  in  which 
they  will  one  day  be  buried, 

•  The  ornaments  with  which  thefe  buildings  were  decorated 
have  been  greatly  condemned.  It  is  obferved  that  ftatues 
and  bas-relie6  are  ill  befitting  the  houfe  of  a  taylor,  a  car- 
penter, or  fhoemaker.  But  critics  have  forgotten  that  Fre- 
derick's great  objeA  in  matters  of  this  kind  was  to  cheriffi 
every  branch  of  induftry  in  his  ftates,  and  to  find  emplo]f- 
ment  for  workmen  and  artifts  of  every  fort,  many  of  whom, 
without  this  encouragement^  muft  have  been  obliged  to  leave 
the  country. 

(25)  Thefe  Yoldiers  were  called  Freywachtir^  or  exempt 
from  mounting  guard.  While  they  laboured,  the  captain 
received  their  pay. 

(26)  Let  us  not,  however,  conceal  abufes ;  we  owe  the 
truth  to  the  public.  Thefe  complaints  were  not,  thrown  into 
the  fire,  but  they  were  almoft  always  referred  to  the  depart- 
ments againft  which  they  were  direfted.  What  was  the 
refult  of  this  ?  The  heads  of  thefe  departments,  irritated 
againft  tbofe  who  had  dared, to  raife  up  their  voice  againft 
them,  never  failed  to  aggravate  the  matter  in  their  reports, 
and  individuals  often  fell  victims  to  their  courage.  Even  at 
the  death  of  Frederick  II.  there  was  in  the  prffon  of  Berlin  a 
Frenchman,  who,  after  quitting  an  eftablifhment  which  he 
enjoyed  in  France,  feduced  by  brilliant  promifes,  had  come 

to 
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to  forni  a  raanufiidory  in  BraiMlenb€>iirg.  The  chiefs  of  the 
department  who  had  orders  to  fornifh  him  with  the  neceflary 
advances,  and  to  confirud  the  buildings  neceffiiry  for  his  un- 
dertaking, amufed  him  with  different  pretexts,  and  did  not 
complete  them  for  him  by  the  promifed  dme.  The  French* 
man  bad  undertaken  to  g\w^  the  king  fpecimens  of  his  fabric 
at  n  given  period,  and  the  performance  of  his  promife  depended 
wholly  on  the  buildings  to  be  made  for  him.  They  were, 
however,  too  ill  and  too  flowly  executed  to  allow  the  manu* 
fa^urer  time  to  fulfil  his  engagement.  When  the  moment 
was  approaching,  the  chief  of  the  department'  fent  for  the 
Frenchman,  and  reprefented  to  him,  that,  if  he  informed  the 
king  that  the  buildings  were  either  not  finifhed  or  ill  con* 
ftruded,  it  would  be  his  ruin.  Under  this  pretext,  he  pre- 
vailed upon  the  good  natured  Frenchman  to  fign  his  accept* 
ance  of  the  buildings.  The  manufadurer,  charmed  with 
having  generouily  faved  a  minifter  from  ruin,  put  implicit 
confidence  in  all  the  tales  they  had  lulled  him'with  to  obr , 
tain  the  writing.     He  was  deceived* 

The  minifter,  armed  with  this  acceptance,  prefled  the 
(nanufadlurer  to  make  famples  of  fome  fort  or  other,  always 
under  the  pretence  of  concealing  from  the  king  the  real 
caufe  of  the  delay.  '  T^he  fpecimens  executed,  and  ill-exe- 
cuted as  we  may  well  fuppofe,  the  ^linifter  reprefented  the 
Frenchman  to  the  king  as  an  ignorant  fellow  who  had  im* 
pofed  upon  his  majefty ;  and,  to  prove  that  the  department 
had  done  every  thing  in  their  power  to  favour  the  eftabliih- 
ment,  he  produces,  at  the  fame  time,  the  paper  by  which  he 
accepts  the  buildings  at  the  ftipulated  time,  declaring  them 
in  proper  order,  and  fuch  as  they  had  been  promifed  to  him. 
This  poor  man  wks  caught  by  his  own  fignature  :  he  at- 
tempted to  unveil  the  whole  myftery,  and  wrote  to  the  king; 
but  all  his  letters  were  fent  to  the  minifter  of  Whom  he  com* 
plained,  who  himfelf  refiifed  at  length  to  fpeak  with  him. 
Nor  was  this  all  ^  he  bad  aflbciated  fome  men  of  property  in 
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his  undertikiiig }  to  them  it  was  hinted  that  the  mtnu&e-* 
fure  was  about  to  be  taken  from  him :  tbey  demanded  their 
eapitals,  and,  for  want  of  payment,  the  Frenchman  was 
thrown  into  prifon»  where  be  remained  many  years,  during 
^ich  he  never  eeafed  writing  letters  to  the  king,  without 
ever  obtaining  a  word  of  anfwer,  and  the  manufa£lure,  the 
property  of  which  had  been  formally  veiled  in  him  by  the 
king,  was  given  to  another,  without  any  other  form  of 
proccft.  I  have  before  me  two*and  twenty  letters  written 
by  this  unfortunate  man  to  Frederick  II.  of  which  he  took 
DO  notipe.  This  is  nearly  the  manner  in  whjch  ftrangers  in 
general  were  treated,  whom  the  king  enticed  into  his  domi- 
nions for  the  purpofe  of  eftabliihing  manufadures.  A  pluih 
inanufadurer  of  Amiens,  called  Laurent,  met  with  much 
the  fame  fate.  A  privilege  and  buildings  were  granted  him, 
on  condition  of  his  bringing"  plufh  to  the  value  of  twelve  or 
fifteen  thoiifand  crowns  into  the  king's  dominions  by  way  of 
fecurityf  This  he  did,  and  bis  manufadurp  became  Bovt» 
riihing ;  but,  at  length,  means  were  found  to  accufe  him  of 
fmuggling,  pnA  the  groundrwork  of  the  charge  was  that  very 
merchandize  which  he  had  been  required  to  bring  into  the 
country.    He  was  fent  to  Spandau. 

I  have  he|urd  an  ol(l  counfellor  of  Berlin,  who  died  two  or 
three  years  ago,  fay$  that  he  was  perfiiadcd  that  neighbouring 
powers  gave  penfions  to  the  heads  of  the  departn^ents,  to 
ftop  the  progress  of  foreign  manufadures,  and  to  favour 
inonopolies,  which  ruin  commerce.  Add  to  this,  what  thefe 
chiefs  drew  from  the  monopolizers,  and  we  tjiiall  no  longer 
he  afionifhied,  that,  in  fpite  of  all  the  pains  of  Frederick, 
commerce  was  by  Qp  means  fo  flouri(|iing  in  his  reign  as  i| 
fpight  have  been^ 

E^h  department  had  in  pay  a  counlellor  or  cabinet-(ecre« 
tary,  t<f  eive  them  advice  of  all  the  letters  and  complaints 
inade  to  the  king  againft  them,  and  the  perfons  complained 
of  gcnptf^Ily  recciml  a  copy  of  tht  anfwer  given  to  the  com- 
plaint 
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plaint  before  the  aggrieved  perfon,  fo  that  thejr  could  judge 
of  the  king's  in  ten  tioni,  and  arrange,  in  confequeQc^,  tbcir 
intrigues  and  anfwers.  All  this,  however,  concludes  nothing 
againft  the  good  .which  Frederick  wifhed  to  carry  into  exe« 
cution.  He  can  oply  hP  reproached  with  havipg  made  too 
light  a  choice  of  minifters,  and  granting  them  his  confidence 
on  too  flender  grounds.  It  was  a  weaknefs  of  this  prince^ 
to^inftrud  others,  and  point  out  to  them  in  detail  the  nature 
9f  their  duty  i  and,  on  this  plan^  he  often  introduced  to 
places  of  civil  adoiiniftration  men  who  had  been  fimple  lieu- 
tena^its  of  regimeno,  without  any  knowledge  whatever  of 
buiinefs.  To  g^  his  good  graces,  nothing  was  neceflary 
but  to  afieS  a  docile  and  fubmiflive  air.  What  might  not 
Frederick  have  eife^led  if  be  had  always  thought  proper  to 
diitinguifh  men  of  merit  and  honour,  flnce,  with  a  (et  of 
intriguing  and  rapacious  iaftruments^  he  has  operated  fucb 
wonderful  revolutions  ? 

(27)  We  ihall  here  enumerate  a  few  of  the  fuaif  difiributed 
by  the  king  in  1783*  The  crop  having  much  failed,  the 
]^ing  difiributed  aoo,ooo  crowns  to  the  farmers  of  the  two 
marches  Sileiia  and  Pomerania.  For  the  rebuilding  of 
fome  houfes  burnt  in  the  little  town  of  Falkenbourg  he  gave 
7000  crowns. 

For  the  town  of  Jacobihagen,  which  was  burnt,  ig^OQO 
crowns. 

Tp  revive  circulation,  and; relieve  fome  of  his  PoIi(h  towns^ 
lOOjOOC  crowns*        * 

To  rebuild  the  town  of  Kroppenftedt,  in  the  principality 
of  Halberftadc,  32,000  crowns. 

To  buildandembelliihfome  towns  in Silefia 60,000  crowns. 

On  account  of  conflagrations  in  the  iame  province  40,000 
crowns. 

There  was  not  a  year  in  which  the  king  did  not  repair  the 
misfortunes  of  bis  fubjeds  by  largefies  propQrtidned  to  the 
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loffes  they  bad  fufiaiiied ;  not  to  metitibii  o&er  exptnees^C 
9II  (ores  for  the  welfare  of  the  country. 

'(2S) '  Hinc  ran  a  Prifco  videais  fondata  Potono 
'  Oppida,  nee  ftru^s  aids  in  ccfltibus  araes« 
..Sparfa  ftd  agrefti  vix  Ggma  b^raHa  USa 
Primores  habitare  ^uit«»,  ftabulare  fub  uno,  . 
Paupere  cum  verna  dominum  pecudefque  homineiqilei.  ^ 
Atque  indifcretp  porcos  grunir^  cubili, 

FabriKofckrltH^i^la^ 

(29)  Non  dubtum  eft,  quod  minus  reddit  laxus  agernon 
rc&e  cultusy  quam  anguftus  eximie  'ctiltiis*  CabmeOa^ 
lib.  u  c.  2* 

CEconomifts  have  reafohed  much  on  falldws ;  but  it  (bems 
as  if  we  riflced  deceiving  ourfelves  in  laying  down  general 
principles  on  this  head.  The  utih'ty  or  inutility  of  fallows 
depends  on  the  fertility  of  the  lands,  or  rather  on  the  fkcHity 
of  preferving  moifture  in  them,  relatively  to  the  heat  of  the 
climate.  In  general,  the  lands  are  fertile  in  Sileiia,  and  with 
a  confiderable  manuring,  and  the  precaution  of  not  fewing 
corn  of  the  fame  fpecies  for  two  fucceftve  years^  fallowt 
might  be  ^bolilbcd  in  th^t  country. 

(30)  This  law  permitted  a  Roman  citis&cn  to  poffels  500 
acres  of  land  1  but  he  could  not  allot  to  one  man more  than 
feyen  ^crcs  to  piiltiv^te, 

(31)  In  the  founder's  diploma  of  the  abbey  of  Griffau,  In 
Silcfia,  in  1292,  a  diflria  fituated  in  the  foreft  of  Griflabor 
is  given  to  the  monks,  who,  thus,  become  intitled  to  wbat^ 
fiiver  may  arife^  in  confejuence  of  their  cultivation  and  ixpmciy 
as  thi  produce  of  the  foil.  Hence,  we  perceive,  that  the  in- 
tcntion  of  the  founders  of  thefe  religious  houfes  washy  thefe 
donations  to  contribute  to  the  advantage  of  the  ftafc,  by  fa- 
cilitating ihe  clearing  out  of  lands.    It  15  to  the  ancient 
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moidn  that'Weare  indAledfortie  cultivatioil  cf  aitaf  ^>ra(lle 
trads  in  feveral  coaotries  of  Europe,  Had  the  fuoeeflRNfa  ef 
thefe  pious  and  folttary  laboaren  retained  the*  fpiritof  ibeir 
founders,  they  \ye^ld  have  been  more  ufeful«tQ  the  flate,  and 
not  have  merited  the  rqiroaches  of  idlenefs  and  inutility 
with  which  they  are  loaded  in  the  prefent  times. 

(32)  The  king,  being  one  day  in  an  abbey  of  Sileliai  a(k^ 
edamonk  belonging  to  it,  ^*  Whether  he  and  his  bcethren 
•*  drank  in  the  rcfeapry  wine  of  the  growth  of  the  con- 
"  vent  ?."  «^  Only  in  Pajfton  wiik^*  replied  the  raon^,  *•  4X 
^^  am(^rtifi;Qtmf* 

(33)  As' the  patent  forms  an  epocha  In  the  hlftory  of  the 
progrefs  of  agriculture  in  Silefia,  it  may  not'  be  Improper 
to  give  ail  extraft  from  it. 

«*  It  is'known,and  experience  teaches  all  enlightened  cul- 
"  tivatbrs,  that  commons  arc  very  prejudicial  to  the  progrefs 
«  of  agricuiture  and  the  cncrcafe  of  flocks.  The  obftacles 
**  and  obje^ions  oppofed  to  the  abolition  of  tbefe  noxious 
**inftitutions  partly  canfift  of  prejudices  which  are  refpe£ted 
**  from  their  antiquity,  but  the  futility  of  which  is  fufliciently 
*'  proved  by  the  happy  experience  of  other  countries  ;  and 
**  they  alfo  partly  arife  from  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  con- 
'*  fent  of  members  of  communities  to  renounce  pretirndi^d 
^*  tights  founded  on*  ufages,  ordinances,  treaties,  and  other  aCts 
*^  of  that  nature.  His  majefty,  not  willing  that  his  beneficent 
"views  refpeding  the  progrefs  oi  agriculture  In  general 
**  ihould  be  thwarted  by  the  igno^-ance  and  obftinacy  of  fonie 
"  tultivators,  cannot  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  flopped  by  fuch  fort 
^of  ttfages,  treaties^  ordinances,  2ec.  for  this  is  aqueftibn 
^^  which  concerns  the  general  intereft  of  the  province,  and  in 
*'  which,  confequently,  nothing  can  be  done  without  the  con- 

"  fcnt  of  the  fovereign In  general,  the  abolition  of  tHc 

*'  commons  fliall  be  proceeded  00  agreeably  to  all  the  rules 
**  of  equity  and  juftice,  and  no  perfoa  fl^ll  have  reafon  io 

**  com* 
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«*cDnp1ainef  IttfringfiiibadtheibMdMii^iirjr*  t/k 
•M  ftqucftce^  "wc  eftablifh  it  as  a  eonftaat  lanif»  tiMit  «U  tlit 
^  CDOMiionB  and  mixed  huidi  ihall  be  fet  ^fide^  mid  adl 
^*  the  ufiigesy  treatiet,  ordiii»iicci»  drc.  to  thetoiitrary»  be 
^ndl  aod  vofd.  •  •  The  cominmu  ihall  be  divided  iato  tivo 
^  claflet.  In  the  former  gire  comprifed  Mdmt  are  called 
^  icumnn  pq/ltir^*9  which  have  been  hitherto  confidered  at 
M  common  property,  appertaining  to  the  whole  community^ 
^<  and  the  ufe  of  tbem  as  veiled  in  each  member.  Such, 
<*  for  example,  are  the  great  pafture  grounds,  marches,  and 
^*  other  pieces  of  land,  on  which  many  huibandmen  fend  their 
*<  cattle  to  graze,  without  applying  them  to  any  odMr  ufe. 
<<  It  is  evident  that  lands  of  this  fort  are  not  (b  u&faUy  em« 
•<  l^yed  as  they  might  be,  iince  they  are  deprive  of  every 
^<  fort  of  culture,  whilil  the  irregular  manner  in  which  the 
^  flocks  are  put  on  them  fpoils  and  deftroys  the  young  grafs, 
«<  and  prevents  it  from  attaining  that  point  of  growith  aod 
<^  perfe&ioil  which  gives  it  all  the  utility  of  which  it  is  fuf« 
^  ceptible,  A  common  of  this  kind  hardly  feeds  one  third  of 
*^  the  cattle  it  might  do,  were  it  divided  between  the  members 
*^  of  the  community,  and  were  each  proprietor  toibw  it  with 
<*  different  grafies  according  to  the  nature  of  the  foil.  By 
<<  thefe  means  the  quantity  of  good  forage,  and,  confe<mentIy, 
^*  of  fer^ceablc  dung,  would  become  augmented,  and  this  re« 
^«  form  would  thus  extend  ia  influence  over  all  the  tillage 
s<  lands  of  the  country. 

«<  As  the  only  diflkul  ties  which  can  arife  in  oppofitioa  to  this 
^*  divifion  of  the  commons  muft  originate  in  the  ignorance  and 
*^  obfitnacy  of  the  members  of  communities,  and  as  his  ma- 
<*  jeftycan  nolonger payattentiontoobfbdesof  this  nature,  he 
«*  is  ferioufly  determined  to  abolilh,  without  dcUy,  all  com* 
«<  mon  places  and  pafture  grounds,  and  to  divide  them  anumg 
^  the  members  of  the  communities,  in  proportion  to  the  time 
M  they  have  enjoyed  the  ufe  of  them,  without  paying  at- 
«« tcntion  to  any  reprefentations  whaUbever. 
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<*  As  the  lords  in  Silefia  have  the  right  of  feeding  tbek 
*'  fheep  on  the  lands  of  their  vaflals,  which  right  they  will 
•«  forfeit  by  the  new  atrajogempnt,,  and  by  the  inclofiire  of 
<<  every  man's  property,  it  is  but  juft  that  they  IhouM  be 
**  indeunnified  for  this  lofs  by  the  ceffion  of  a  piece  of  com^ 
*<  mon  land  adequate  to  what  they  may  have  loft,  or  by»  a 
*^  quit-rent  from  each  vaflal,  or  by  fome  other  means  :  for, 
<<  fo  far  from  the  faid  arrangement'  proving  injurious  to  the 
'^  breeding  of  fheep,  it  muft,  on  the  contrary,  contribute  to 
'^  this  branch  of  rural  oeconomy* 

*'  The  inhabitants  and  mere  labourers,  who  have  never 
*'  been  in  pofieffion  of  any  land,  but  who  have  a  few  beafts 
<*  which  they  fed  on  the  commons,  ihall  be  indemnified  for 
*'  this  right  of  pafturage  by  a  piece  of  land  taken  off  the 
"  common  field. 

<<  Should  the  commiffion  fail  in  efFe£ling  an  amicable  di- 
««  vifion,  the  affair  fhall  be  referred  to  the  regency,  with  all 
••  the  objedlions  and  reafons,  and  they  fliall  decide.  Though 
<<  this  commiffion  be  eftablifhed  for  thepurpofeof  abolifhing 
*'  common^  and  for  dividing  them  among  the  members  of 
**  communities,  it  does  not  follow  from  hence  that  the  faid 
*^  members  are  deprived  of  the  right  of  arranging  thefe  di- 
**  vifions  among  themfelves,  without  the  participation  of  the 
^'  faid  commiffion ;  provided  always,  that  they  get  their  skSt 
*^  of  divifion  confirmed  by  the  competent  provincial  college 
*<  which  fhall  confirm,  in  like  manner,  thofe  made  by  the 

^*  commiffion And,  to  the  end  that. every  one  may  be 

**  convinced  that  his  majefly,  in  thefe  changes,  has  no  ohjcGt 
**  but  the  welfare  of  (he  ii^h?ibitants  of  the  country,  he  ai^ 
^^  fures  them,  by  thefe  prefents,  as  well  in  his  own  name  as 
*^  in  that  of  his  fuccelTors,  that  at  no  time  fhall  there  be  laid 
**  any  taxes  on  improvements  of  this  nature,  nor  fhall  thofe 
**  which  now  fubfift  be  augmented,  &c/' 

(34}  Some  perfon  had  written  on  th^  minifler's  dpof,  De 


nrh  i9$  htStuf.  But,  he  joioedl  in  die  lati^  iff&ntk  tkhHf 
flml  purfued  his  courfe.  A  German  author  has  coorpafcd  fail 
firmneis  on  this  •tafion  to  thMtof"  Chriftd|)iher  Coluaibos. 

(35}  Civitatem^  ut  papUbnii  eiCra  ordinem  jiivftrii  morii 

(36)  Schwenckfeld  was  a  Silefian  knight,  counfellor  of 
the  duke  of  Lignitz,  who  maintained  the  fentiments  oi 
CarloRadt  on  the  cucharift.  He  founded  in  Silefia  a  fmall 
fodety^  which  was  perfecuted  by  the  Catholic  fovereigns,  but 
Frederick  allowed  free  liberty  of  confcience. 

(37)  The  order  which  placed  the  candidates  bears  the 
fliarks  of  a  military  government.  Leopold  of  Deflau  iflued 
one  cpnctived  in  the  following  terms : 

«« By  the  king*   The  candidate  N.  N«  fhslll  perform  divine 

•*>  ferviee  at  N.  N.  and  difcharge  all  other  ecclefiafticsl 

^*  funfiionSy  without  molefting,  in  any  point,  the  Catholicsi 

**  of  which  he  muft  be  careful  Given  at  head^^quarters,  &c. 

<(  Leopold  of  Anbaltft  lieutenant-general  in 

••theferviceofPruffia.'* 

The  tett  was  prefcribed  to  thefe  new  paflorsj  on  which 
they  were  to  preach  at  their  inflallation.  The  following  are 
•What  were  ufually  given  them  : 

fFhiti  tbott  €9meft  nigh  uftia  a  city  to  fight  againft  //,  thm  pro^ 
tUnm  peace  uut9  it*    Deut.  ch.  xx.  v.  io« 

And  if  ifwiU  make  no  peace  with  thet^  but  will  nuAe  tuar 
imtbtbee^  ibektbouJbakheJiigeiU'^^  Ibid.  v.  12. 

then  emfwirei  Simdn^  and  faid  rnnts  him,  We  have  neither 
taken  other  miff  9  Umd^  nor  boUen  that  which  appertainetb  te 
others^  hut  the  inheritance  rf  our  fathers^  which  our  enemies  bad 
wrongfully  in  pejfiffion  a  certain  timi.    Mace.  L  ch.  xv.  v.  33. 

WhiTifore  we  banting  opportunity  hold  the  inheritanci  of  our 
fmborU    Ibid.  v>  34, 

{38)  The 
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(^).  Tiie  pitamUe  loihit.edyd  dsTenrei  to  lie  i«dted ; 

«<  As  we  are  of  opinion,  thut  no  proe«dare  k  ttiore  con<^ 
<<  trary  to  nature,  to  reafbn,  and  the  principles  of  Chriftianity, 
«  than  to  pat  (hackles  oh  the  C(H)fciefices  of  fubj^s,  and  to 
«<  peifeciite  diem  for  opinions  Vhieh  delate  not  to  the  elTen^ 
"  tials  of  rdigton,  we  have  refolved  to  recal  the  SchWenck* 
«<  feldians,  who  hate  been  driven  away  by  an  inconfidemtt 
«<  zeal,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  country,  &c/' 

(39)  In  1758  this  ordinance  was  abrogated,  aiid  it  was 
ordained  that  eadi  member  of  a  parilQi  ihould  contribute  only 
Co  the  maintenance  of  the  prieft,  the  church,  and  fchool  d 
his  own  religion*  ^ 

(40)  We  find  fevcral  examples  in  biftory  of  what  is  here 
advanced  refpeding  the  fovereigns  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 
It  is  what  happened  in  1585,  at  the  death  of  the  biihop 
Martin  GerQmaon.  At  the  death  of  the  biihop  Jerin  the 
revenues  of  the  biihopric  were  received  by  the  fovereign 
from  1586  to  X599*  The  fame  thing  happened  in  1667,  at 
t|ie  dea^  of  the  bifliop  John  de  Sitfch,  and  on  other  occa(ians« 

We  might  cite  a  fiill  greater  ifumber  of  cafes  where  the 
fovereigns  have  appropriated  to  themfelves  the  fucceflion  of 
biihops  and  abbots  ♦.  After  the  death  of  biihop  Jerin,  the 
court  received  s^5,ooo  ducats  from  his  fucceflion.  In  x6oo, 
the  fucceffion  of  the  biihop  Albert,  and  at  the  period  of  other 
fucceffions^  a  fine  fet  of  horfes  was  fent  to  Vienna.  Thefe 
circumftanoes  took  place  at  every  fucceffion  of  abbots. 

(41)  Ex  eodem  jure  illud  eft,  quod  reges  fibi  potcftatem 
arrogant  alend6s  oilerre  coenobiis  in  Silefia,  milites  veieranos 
feu  cauiiarios  gravfes  annis.    HtmiHi  Sitefipgr. 

•  Defungcntium  antiftitum  bona  in  Silefia  ncque  ecdefiis  neqae 
cognatis,  fed  fifoo  rcgio  Cvc  caoiers:  cctJimt,  HitmB  MH^hgr,  edit. 
S7t3, 

(41)  Una 
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(4%)  tfim^QftHft  Abbsd^  alMaqtttruCJaK^twtit^ii^ 
ad  FabricaffH  ck  quana  itkiiM  Lucis  p»uperibiti«  • 

(43}  Ptac«iing  fovcfcigM  often  afliioied  the  right  of  ap« 
iJyiiDg  ihf  aftatfls  pf  abbies  and  religious  foundationa  to  arbi« 
nary  ufat* .  In  15959  UJadiflas,  wiflung  to  ei«Aan  itnitrerfity 

.  at  Brcllaw*  affigncd  fome  of  the  prdaciei  and  preboidafy  in- 
comes of  Kreusftift  for  the  maintenance  of  the  prpfeflbu. 
The  univerfity  of  Cracow  oppofed  this  mcafure,  and  he  re- 

.  ctdcd«  In  15419  Ferdinand  i.  pledged  fomeeftales  of  an  ab^ 
hey  at  Breflaw  for  6000  ducats*    In  164JS9  Fendinand  lit. 

.  gafe  the  Jefuiis  the  confent.  of  the  Cocdeliera  at  Breflawi 
and  ordered  thofe  monks  to  quit  it,  telling  rthiem  that  their 
conduct  was  fo  fcandalous  as  no  longer  to  be  tolerated  or 
fuffered  in  the  country.  When  the  chamber  attempted  to 
'^cccute  this  order9  the  guardian  made  the  monks  bar  the 
doors  of  the  convent  withiny  Went  himfdf  to  found  the 
alarm  bell,  and  called  for  help.  The  taiagtftracy  put  the 
foldiers  under  arms  to  prevent  a  tumult.  The  Cordeliers, 
however,  did  not  quit  their  convent,  the  town  council  in- 
terceding for  them  ;  and  the  Imperial  palace  was  ghrett' t6 
the  Jefuits* 

(44)  lit  has  been  remarked  that  Frederick  always  made 
ufe  of  this  expreffion  when  fpeaking  of  the  clergy  of  Silefia. 

(45)  Befides  this,  jFredcrick^s  predcceflbrs  in  Silefia  In- 
tended to  poflefs  themfelves  of  the  furphis  of  the  revenues 

,of  convents.  It  was  with  this  view  that. Ferdinand  I.  in 
<558»  Maaimilianll.  in  1570,  Rodolph  II.  in  1576,  and 
Charles  VI.  ordered  the  chamber  to  make  a  ftria  refearch 
into  the  efiates  and  revenues  of  the  monks.  Rodoiph  IL 
eftabliflied  commiffioners  of  horfe,  who  went  from  abbey  to 

» abbey  to  .take  a  ftate  of  the. revenues  of  the  monalleriess  of 
what  was  neceflary  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  monks,  and  of 

i  '  the 
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'  ^tf^ftrpiuft  tobeapplMlotheroyalrjooiftra.  They  bad  in:- 
tdfeft  enougli  at  court,  indeed^  to  aroidthe  p^fment  of.  their 
fiipecfluity;  but,  having  fucceeded  thus  far,  they  did  not 
ivatt  for  entMatks  to  hetkcfw^ihcfrei  gifts  demanded  of  them. 
Monkiib  pride  vms  more  eafily  reconciled  to  thi&  word, 
*  whieb  ieemed  to  five  the  appe^ances  of  fervitude  and  a  per- 
jnanent  impoft. 

In  1598,  Rodolph  IL  exafied  a  confiderable  contribution 

from  the  convents,  under  the  pretext  of  a  war^  with' the 

Tutks ;   and  in  a  fhort  time  they  JMroduced  iSSjOoo  crowns, 

'  which  were  fent  into  Hungary.    The  following  ordinance^ 

^  iffiied  by  Rodolph  on  this  fub^ed,  is  remarkable:  *«  Though 

-  ♦<  wc  were  refolved  to  have  the  convents  vMited  by  our  cora- 

^*  miffionere,  to  dr«w  up  aii  exaifl  ftate  of  their  revenues, 

^  <^  aad  fo  to  arrange  matters,  and  to  lea^  to  each  of  them 

<  *^  only  what  was  -abfolutely  necefiary  for  their  fubiiftence, 

<  ^*  and  to  convert  the  renminder  into  money  to  be  employed 
'  ^<  ftg2^inft  the  enemies  of  the  ftate ;  we  are  pleafed,  however, 

^^  to  adopt  more  moderate  meaAues  with  refpe£l  to  thefe 
**  convents.  In  confequence,  the  abbey  of  Breflaw  fhall 
'  ^'  pay,  as*  foon  as  poffible,  1 8)O00  crocwns ;  that  of  St.  Yin-  ^ 
<<  cent  25,000 ;  of  St.  Clara  3000  ;  of  Sti«  Catherine  3000 ; 
'*  of  St.  Matthias  10,000;  ofHenrichau  12,000;  of  Leu- 
*<  bus  3OC0  ;  of  Sagan  1500 ;  of  Griflau  laoo ;  of  Paradife 
*^  80DO I  of  Libental  8000 ;  of  St.  Clara  of  Glogau  5000 ; 
^*of  Sprottau  2000;  of  Strigau  2000 ;  of  Naumbourg 
.««  aooo  crowns,  &c.'' 

.  Under  CfaarlesVL  the  abbies,  thofe  held  in  commmdam^ 
and  church-livings,  were  obliged  to  pay,  ten  years  fuccef- 
iively^  12,000  florins,  for  the  fupport  of  the  forttficattons  of 
Belgrade  and  Temefwar.  The  Proteflant  clergy  vokiritariiy 
paid  2o»ooo  florins  for  the  fame  purpofe.*  ' ' 

{46)  In  1705,  Jofeph  I.  required  that  a  certain  nun  (hbiild 

be  named  abbefs  of  Tribni^  ;  but  the  -nuns  thrice  peififted 

Vol.  II,  y  in 
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-in  deftii^  a  pri«rtCi  of  their  own,  andahe  dtBifn  ilBsift 

-often  annulled :  at  length  «  dtMhment  of  foUicn  was  fait 

rtothe  convent*  and  the  mms  were  reduced  tp  btcad  nitf 

.water  till  dKjr  defied  the  perfon  reoomnceded  thm  bj^.the 

.emperor. 

-    In  1718,  the  mooks  of  St*  Matthias  ofllrefiaw  wiibcd  to 

depofe  their  abbot,  called  Magnet*  for  living  m  adultery 
.':whh  hJsiierva'mV  wife*  and  caufing  great  fcaoda)  by- his  irre- 
-.gnlar  oondait^  Tbefe  monks  depended  on  die  order  ef 
/Malta.  The  emperor  aHowed  ith^  grand  nailer  tp  eaquire 
«into  Magnet's  eondud,  .as  far  only  as  tt  rebeed  to  bta^piri- 
i  tual  and  monafticliie.  The  abbot  was. prevailed  «pon  to 
*  sefign }  but  the  court  (orbade  the  unOnks  so.ekA  anothnr  ab- 
,  bot  in  his  Irfe-time.  The  prior  wat.ohligcd  to  tdcoxharge 
rof  fptfitual  matterst  and  the  eftatcs  anneiced  to  the  abbey 

«were  managed  by  the  litoperial  chamber.    The  coovtnt  teo 

was  oUiged  to  provide  Magnet  with  a  coach  and  horfis%  two 
.  fervanes,  a  table  of  eight. covers^  and*  btfidM  aU  this.  So  psy 

faifn apenfion of  300 ducats  in 


(47)  The  abbe  do  Felbfger  afterwards  west  tt>  Viema  by 
Frederick's  cotilent*  an^^was  created  fay -the  ea^peror.dircdor 
of  the  Seminaries  wbkh  this  prince  ii  eftahHfliiog  ro  his 
ilatea.  In  almoft  ail  the  Catholic  countries  fbhonls  are 
tnftisuttng  on  this  pbn.  In  every  tfajft  which  >  he  has  pub- 
Kihedon  education*  and  in  his  inethod  of  .reaching*  a  perfpi- 
cuity  is  to  be  remarked*  which,  from  the  a>b,  c*  dii^eles  and 
prepares  children  to  *reeeivesnfbrmsftioti«andfeundMafon. 

(48)  The  following  is  an  abflra^of  l^hisregulatbo: 
^*.In  itbe  reoiinafjes*  or  fchoob*  children  nuift  be  taught 

«<  by  principles,  i^  an  uMiA  Fay*  and  npplic2d»ly  to  the  jn- 
*'  tercourfe  of  life.  •  •  •  The  mafter  muft  give  his  fcbolar 
'(^a£piis  for  every  thing*  and  obUge  thefcholar  td  feei 
^  thefe  reafoos^  ib  that  be  may  be  aUe  to  explain  then  in 

.      .  .  '*  bir 
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?  ki«  twxt. .  .  •  Not  only  muft  tibe  jnemQry  be  filled^  but. 
**  cart  txMift  be  taken  to  /snligji>ten  and  form  the  mind.  •  • .  • 
f*  Young  men  deftined  to  become  fchoolmafters  ihall  teach 
'« the  children  in  the  femuiari^s^  under  the  eye  of  the  maf^ 
<<  ter^t  that  the  latter  may  have  it  in  their  power  to  corre^ 
*<  them  if  neceliaryt  and  to.give  them  the  habit  and  art  o^ 
<*  teaching*  ,  Jo  places  where  there  is  only  one  fchool  for 
<<  feycral  villages,  thefe  villages  muft  not  be  above  a  league's 
5<  diflance  from  it  in  flat  countries,  and  in  the  mountains  not 
<<  more  than  half  a  league,  •  •  •  Ic  is  the  duty  of  commu- 
^<  nities  and  gentlemen  of  efiates,  without  diftindlion  of 
*<jrdigion,  to  eflabliih  and  maintain  thefe  fchools;  for  a 
^*  gentleman,  be  his  religion  what  it  may,  ought  to  be  very 
<*  happy  to  Tee  knowledge  diiFufed  among  his  vafials.  •  •  •  • 
«<  In  towns,  the  fchools  fliall  be  open  the  whole  year.  • .  « 
<<  By  the  new  method,  children  fhould  know  their  letters  in 
^<  a  month,  how  to  fpell  in  the  fecond,  and  read  in  the  thir4 
«*  month,  f . .  All  boys  from  6  to  13  years  of  age  (hall  be 
<*  fent  to  fchool,  whether  their  parents  can  pay  for  it  or 

^*  not Such  parents  and  guardians  as,  without  fuf* 

^^  ficient  reafon,  fhall  not  fend  the  children  to  fchool,  fhall 
<c  be  obliged  to  pay  the  double  of  yvhat  is  paid  ufually  for 
<*  fchoolingft  the  latter  out  of  their  own  money,  and  not  out 
<*  of  the  property  of  their  pupils. .  •  .  Children  under  eight 
^^  years  of  age  fhall  go  to  fchool  winter  and  fummer  j  but  in 
*^  the  latter  feafon,  only  in  the  mornings.  Children  more 
*^  advanced,  who  are  employed  in  tending  cattle  or  other 
*<  country  works,  need  not  attend  the  fchool  from  St. 
*'  George's-day  to  Martinmas,  but  every  Sunday  they  ihall 
*^  be  employed  two  hours  ip  reading,  writing,  and  learning 
.  ^*  the  catechifm.  A  country  child  is  only  to  pay  half  a  grot 
'^  per  week. .  •  Collections  (hall  be  made  for  poor  children 
**  unable  to  pay.  The  curates  (hall  vifit  the  fchools  in  their 
**  par  iilies  once  a  week,  and  the  archdeacons,  or  infpe£tors 

Y  z  '  •'of 
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«<  of  ichoolsy  once  a  year,  in  order  to  examine  the  inftruaion 
<»  and  progrcfs  of  the  fcholars.  The  deans;  archdeac«>ns, 
**  and  infpeaors  of  fcholars,  (hall  give  an  account  anonally 
•«  to  the  vicarfliip-general  of  the  ftate  of  the  fchools,  of  the 
*«  care  and  cipacity  of  the  mafters,  and  of  the  conditidn  of  the 
^  fchool  buildings ;  which  ftatcments  the  vicar- general  fhall 

«» tranfmit  to  the  chambers The  latter  are  to  remedy 

<«  abufes,  and  operate  the  neceflary  changes  and  reforms,  by 
'•  means  of  the  provincial  counfellors.  See  regutathh  for 
*<  the  Cdtboiiefebfiols  in  Silejla,  X765»'* 

•  (49)  This  controverfial  preacher  one  day  afked,  in  pre- 
fence  df  fcvcral  officers  who  were  at  his  fermon,  **  fVbether 
'«  Martin  Luther  was  not  a  deferterfrom  the  true  churchy  and^  as 
^^fucby  whether  he  did  not  merit  a  flogging  ?  ** 

At  another  time,  he  faid,  ««  Atprefent^  my  brethren^  the  ten 
•*  commandments  are  only  compofed  of  ten  letters^  DA  PECUMIAM. 
"  .  .  •  .  7i  the  old  ten  commandments  are  added  three  new  ones: 
«  Thoujhalt  not  reafin ;  Thou  Jhalt  pay  taxes ;  Thoujbai't  ap- 
^*  prehend  deferters."  .... 

(50)  Thfs  medal  reprefents,  on  one  fide,  the  buftof  thfe 
king,  with  the  infcription  Fridericus  Bcrufforum  Rgx.  On  the 
reverfe  is  a  figure  of  Juftiee,  holding  a  balance,  one  of  the 
fcales  of  which  confiderabiy  inclines.  The  king  places  his 
fceptre  upon  that  which  is  uppermoft,  to  bring  it  to  the  level 
)of  the  other,  with  the  following  infcription.  Emendate  jure^ 

Frederick  accompanied  this  medal  with  the  foUowifig 
letter: 

*«  My  dear  Grand  Chancellor ^  and  Minijler  of  State^  Cecceii^ 
.     «'  The  zeal,  the  care,  and  fidelity,  with  which  you  have 
*^  laboured  to  correfpond  with  my  views  In  thQ  reformation 
*^  of  juftice,  induce  me  to  fend  you  herewith,  and  make  you 
*^  a  prefect  of  a  gold  medal,  ftrickejv  by  my  order  upohthc 

••  occafion. 
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'^^Kxafidti.  I  doubt  itot  that  you  will  receive  it  with  plea--. 
*^  (ntCf  to  hdd  me  always  in  remembraace.  I  am  your*af- 
*^  f^^tipnate  king. 

*VFlt£0£RICK:« 

"  Potzdam,  a4lh  June*  1 748." 

(51)  One  of  the  firft  operations  of  Frederick- William 
was  to  revoke  the  judgment  of  his  predecefibr,  and  to  reftore 
thofe  perfohs  to' liberty  who  had  loft  it  in  that  affair.  Fre^ 
derkk  IL  though  undeceivtd^  had/lilt  lift  at  Spandau  the  €9kn^ 
ftlhn  be  fcnt  there  /  He  dreaded  extremely  left  the  public 
(hould  difcover  that  he  bad  been  tmpofed  upon. 

'<  My  empire  is  deftroyed,  if  the  man  be  too  eafily  di« 
«  fcernible," 

(52)  The  following  is  atcanflation  of  this  order,  as  print- 
ed at  the  head  of  the  Frederician  code,  publiihed  in  1781 : 

^*^  A^  dear  Grand  Chancelhr  de  Qfrmer^ 

<'  It  cannot  be  unknown  to  you^  that,  ever  fince  the  year 
1746,  and  even  before,  L  have  invariably  and  ainxioufl/ 
wiflied  to  reform  the  abufes  which  have  introduced  them* 
felves  into  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  my  kingdom,  and 
my  other  ftates  ;  and  I  have  particularly  direded, 

<*  iJ  That  the  colleges  of  juftice  fhouldbe  put  on  a  better 
footing,  and  compofed  of  able  and  honeft  members. 

•*  2.  That  the  judicial  order  fliould  be  purged  of  all  qfelefs 
formalities,  fo  as  to  render  it  poflible  to  terminate  every  pro* 
ct(s  in  the  courfe  of  one  year.  ' 

^<  j.  That  the  fcattered,  vague,  and  equivocal  laws  (hould 
be  coJleded  into  one  code,  and  expreffed  with  the  greateft 
poflible  perfpicuity  and  precifion* 

>«  As  for  the  firft  article,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  poffibility 
of  carrying  that  into  execution, 

<^  By  eftabli(hing  more  fubordination  in  the  tribunals,  by 
introducing  mote  method  into  bufinefs)  and,  above  all,  by 

Y I  laying 
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hying  iOmn  objcas  on  which  the  catidiifatcs  fliaM  fe  rigo- 
roufly  csamincd  j  by  obliging  ibcm  to  ad  longer  in  the  tri- 
bunals In  quality  of  referendaries,  and  by  keeping  an  atten- 
five  «ye  on  their  way  of  thinking  and  their  condufL 

«  But  thefe  ordinances,  fo  proper  for  reforming  abufes, 
will  remain  without  force  and  without  eflFca,  if  the  pre- 
fidents  and  chiefs  of  each  tribunal  do  not  ftrivc  with  ardour 
to  conform  to  them. 

♦*  h  is  to  you,  therefore,  I  addrefs  myfelf,  to  fee  that  mj 
will  be  followed  with  the  utmoft  exaftnefs  in  all  the  tri- 
bunals. To  this  effca,  you  muft  make  the  prefidents  and 
direSors  of  the  colleges  of  juftice  furnifli  you  with  an  ac- 
foratc  and  impartial  acfrount  of  the  condud  of  41  the  mem- 
bers and  inferior  officers  who  compofc  thefe  tribunals,  and 
in  your  refearches  you  muft  lay  a  particular  ftrefs  on  their 
conduft.  It  is  not  enough  for  a  member  of  a  court  of  juftkc 
to  be  proof  againft  a  glaring  and  difgraceful  aa  of  cor- 
ruption 5  it  fliould  appear,  that,  in  all  the  fundions  of  his 
office,  he  conduas  himfelf  without  the  fmalleft  paffion  or 
the  leafi  appearance  of  partiality. 

*<  A  man  of  exceptionabfe  manners  and  without  morality 
eafily  forgets  his  duty,  and  perfons  of  this  defcription  muft 
abfolutcly  be  excluded  the  tribunals.  All  fuch  perfons  muft 
be  rejeaed  without  refpea  for  their  talents,  their  families,  or 
other  confiderations. 

**  If  1  c^n  be  thus  aflured  of  the  probity  of  the  members  who 
compofe;  my  tribunals,  I  ihall  render  them,  on  my  part,  ail 
the  juftice  they  deferve,  and  (hall  honour  and  reward  them 
according  to  their  merit*  But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  know 
nopuniftment  fevere  enough  for  thofc  who  forget  their 
duty  fo  far  as  to  abufe,  for  the  oppreffion  of  the  fubjea  and 
the  dcftru£^ion  of  right  and  equity,  a  charge  with  which 
they  are  entrufted  only  to  protea  innocence  and  maintain 
xhe  unalterable  rights  of  juftice. 

♦*  With  rejpea  |o  the  fccond  article,  I  wifli  to  flatter  myfclf 

that 
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thaittlle  gmteftabufes  have  been  eradicated  $  you  will  allow* 
ner^nHpIefs,  that' judicial  oider  is  ftill  interwoven  with  that 
wretched  canon  law  againft  which  all  Germany  has  vented 
fuch  well-founded  complaints  fbr  federal  centuries. 

'**  It  is  contTak'y  to  the  nature  of  the  cafe  for  the  parties  not 
of  themfelves  to  expofe  their  complaints  and  gj^ievancestothc 
jifdge^  inftead  of  being  obl^  to  have  recourfe  to  hired  ad* 
vocates,  who  have  an  intereft  in  embroiling  procefles,  fo  as 
to^  prolong  their  duration  as  much  as  poffible^  as  on  that  de^ 
pends  their  profit  and  profperity. 

'  **  The  moft  honeft  naaii  ambngft  them^  who  might  wifli  to 
prefer  the  duties  of  the  citizen  to  his  private  intcireft,  would 
find  it  out  of  his  power  to  follow  the  impulfe  of  his  con* 
fcience  in  quality  of  plaintiff  or  defendant;  as  his  adverfary 
might  abufe  the  detailed  narrative  of  the  fad,  in  order  to  - 
CHfcrpower  him  by  the  multitude  of  proofs,  and  conduct  him 
into  a  labyrinth  from  which  he  could  not  extricate  himfeif 
without  endangering  his  caufe. 

^*  When  the  judge  only  beholds  the  proceedings  after  the 
advocates  have  perplexed  and  confounded  the  whole  affair 
«ks  they  thought  proper,  it  is^  natural  to  fuppofe  that  he  can 
never  feize  the  true  point  on  which  the  queftion  hingesf  that 
he  confequently  is  obliged  to  attach  himfeif  to  infufficient 
proofs,  and  is  dragged  into  an  unjuft  fentence,  even  contrary 
to  bis  own  convidtion, 

^'  I  never  can  think  that  the  ancient  Iegiflators,who  poilelTed 
fuch  talents  and  found  reafon,  could  have  intended  to  efla< 
bliih  fo  fenfelefs  a  judicial  order;  I  rather  wifh  to  believe 
that  it  is  the  barbarifm  of  later  periods,  and  the  indolence  of 
judges,  which  have  produced  this  monfter  of  chicanery. 
*  **  I  find  nothing  in  the  Roman  hiftory  to  make  me  think  the 
contrary.  Amongft  the  Romans,  the  judges  were  to  begin 
by  examining  the  fa£l  themfelves,  before  they  liftened  to 
orators  chofen  by  the  parties,  or  pronounced  fentence ;  and 
if  it  be  true  that  the  laws  of  the  popes  exprefsly  order  the 
.    .  •»  Y4  judges 
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judges  to  enquire  ioiotht^^zsii  Uie  a^Tp^Ates^Qidy  M4j^  . 
fend  (he  rights  of  the  partiea^  my  opinioa  Q9  lhe  ftt))jo&.  h  t 
unqueftio0ab]e«  .     ^ 

<*  However  this  m^j.  be*  my  will,  is^ 
«» That  infuture.the judge  {hall  himfelf  hegr  tbfiMO^hiuts 
and  reafons  of  the  parties,  that  Jie  Ih^U  weigh  and  cwkfMt  > 
the  narratives  and  lhe  proofsf  and  from  thence  difcpxer  ^ttoc 
true  jut  of  the  afiair  which,  hais  given  rife  to  tbeconte^alion^ 
that  he  (hall  then  propofe  ^an  aa:ommodation  confefmably  , 
with  juftice  and  equity. 

•^  I  am  furc  that  the  parties,  thus  iuiformed  of  the  true^ftate 
of  their  affairt  will  frequently  be  brought  to  a  reconciUatieiiy 
and  the  greateft  part  of  the  proceilbs  be  nipped  in  the  bud. 

<<  Such  affairs  as  canbot  be  terminated  in  this  manner,  wU^ . 
not  at  lead  be  expofed  to  all  thc^  tedious  fonns  obfitrved  h^re^. 
tofore ;  and  it  will  h^  much  eafier  for  the  judge  todscide  i^upr, 
this  examination. 

«<  I  do  not  mean  to  fay,  however)  that  in  aU  judicial  afiaifa^ 
the  parties  fhall  be  refufed  the  affiftanoe  of  a  perfon  iveifcdia  ? 
Uw:  on  the  contrary,  I  think  it  neceflary  to  grant  advQcaici-; 
both  to  the  plaintiff  and  defendant,  in  order  to  remindthpfe, 
judges  of  their  duty,  who  from  negligence,  want  of  pene« 
tration,  or  a  fpirit  of  partiality,  may  not  properly  fcrutinizo  ^ 
into  the  affair;  to  enlighten  and  be  a  check  on  all  their  pro^ 
ceedings;  to  explain  the  rights  of  the  parties ;  in  a  word^  to: 
ufeevery  exertion  for  the  fecurity  of  their  clients.  . 

<*  But,  that  this  new  fpecies  of  advocates  may  not  fall  back 
into  the  errors  of  the  former,  it  muft  be  fo  ordered  as  to  leajre 
them  no  intereft  in  the  event  of  the  decifion,  or  in  the  pro-* 
craftioatipn  of  the  Jawfuit,  and  to  take  care  that  their  ad- 
vancement, their  intereft,  and  their  fortunes  may  allbe.direA* 
ed  to  a  very  different  point  of  view« 

«<  According  to  my  new  arrangement,  referendaries,  orr//0rft 
^/,muft,above  all, be  employed  in  the  examinationc^  thefiid> 
and  thus  fervc  as  ailiftants  to  the  counfellors* 

««Tbe 
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^.TIleftporterswhoontheTe  occaGons  (haHdifplaytlseimjft  , 
biltty-and  penetration,  iliall  be  marked  out  for  promotiony  , 
nd  it  is  from  among  them  the  advocates  ihall  be  chofen,  or,  as  , 
iey  may  be  rather  calledy  the  affifiant  counfellora ;  and  from 
hem  again:  ftall  be  taken  the  effeSive  counfcUors,  or  judges  . 
>{  the.  tribunals  or  colleges  of  jufticc, 

«(  Thefe.affiftant  counfellors  fliall  have  fixed  falaries,  a9  well , 
IS  the  ordtnary  coiinfellors  of  the  tribunals,  for  which  pur<r, 
>ore  a  cootmbn  fund  ihall  be  inftituted,  into  which  fhall  be , 
paid  all  the  produce  of  the  fees. 

*^  It  ntiay  fo  happen  that  but  few  of  the  ancient  advocates. 

would  wtih  to  afiUme  the  title  of  affiftant  eounfellors,  and. 

that  many  of  them  may  want  fubfiftence ;    but  lihallfa 

fettle  matters  as  to  find  employment  for  fuch  of  them  as 

pofiefs  talents  and  integrity,  in  offices  of  the  magiftracy,  juf-. 

tice,  and  others  of  that  nature.  .  Worthlefs  men  merit  no 

attention.  , 

'«^  As  for  the  -laws 'themielves^  it  appears  highly  improper 

that  tbey  (hould  be  written,  in  a  g'reat  meafure,  in  a  Ian-, 

guage  aot  underftood  by  thofe  to  whom  tbey  are  to  ferve 

as  a  ftandard.  .  In  like  manner  it  is  improper,  in  a  ftate 

where    there    is  a  legiflator  of   acknowledged    ability,  to 

fuSer  laws,  which,  from  their  obfcurity  and  double  meaa- 

iog,  afford  room  for  endlefs  difputes,  and  of  tbemfelves  are 

produ&ive  of  lawfuits.     You  will  take  particular    care, 

therefore,  to  fee  all  the  lawsdeflined  to  govern  our  ftatesand 

fubje£b  compiled  in  their  own  language,  to  give  them  4 

clear  and  determined  fenfe,  and  to  make  a  complete  qoIleAion 

of  them. 

*}  Now,,  as  almoft  all  my  provinces  have  conftitutions^ 
ftatutes,  and  ufiig^s,  yery  diiFerent  the  one  from  the  other, 
a  particular  code  muft  be  formed  for  each  of  them,  in  which 
muft  .be  colleAed  every  thing  which  diftinguifhe^  their  re^ 
rpe6iiv4!  rights. 
y^  But,  as  thefe  provincial  (latutes  and  ufages  are  confined 

only 


0DI7 to  a  few objedsji  andl do  notMntain  genemV  orcMi^ 
pkte  rules  of  right»  and  as^  for  feveral  ages^  tte  code  of  the 
emperor  Juftinian  has  been  received  hj  almoft  all  tbe  nations  ci 
Europe,  as  well  as  bjr  us,  as  a  fupplementary  body  of  kwa«  re- 
eoutfe  may  ttill  be  had  to  it  in  future.  It  is  wdl  known, 
however,  that  this  Romah  code  is,  in  a  great  meafure^  but  a 
colledfon  of  opinions  and  decifions  of  lawyers  in  particular 
cafes^  that  it  frequently  refers  to  ancient  formalitiea  attach* 
ed  to  the  Roman  conftttution,  and  which  cannot  be  adapted  to 
ours,  and  contains  numberlefs  contradictions :  the  effdaGed 
ft  only  muft  be  extraded,  inafmuch  as  its  contenta  may 
correfpond  with  our  adual  laws  and  conftitution;  every 
thing  ufelefi  and  fuperfluous  muft  be  retrenched^  the  pecu- 
Ifar  laws  I  have  laid  down  ibr  my  fts^tes  be  aptly  iutror 
duced,  and  a  fupplementary  body  of  law  be  thus  formed,  to 
iVhich  the  judge  may  recur  in  defauk  of  applicable  provin* 
cial  laws. 

^  *«  But,  I  fliall  here  remark,  in  general,  that  it  appears  to  me, 
that  the  Roman  legiflators,  who  have  fo  profufely  mi|kiplied 
legal  queftions,  have  not  taken  fo  much  pains  to  preheat 
^ircamftances  which  may  give  rife  to  doubts  and  excite  prQ« 
cefles.      ^ 

*•  We  know,  for  fnflance,  what  a  number  of  lawfuits  ori- 
ginate in  bargains  and  concra£ls  of  purcbafe  and  faie,  from 
the  precipitation  of  the  contfading  parties,  who  do  not  ex- 
|>refs  themfelves  with  fufficient  dearnefs  and  preciiion*  No 
point  could  prove  eafier  than  the  prevention  of  each  of  thefe 
procelles,  if  it  were  ordered  that  all  contraAs  for  the  fate  of 
immoveable  property  fhould  be  made  in  the  prefence  of  a 
}6dge,  enjoined  to  expofe  artifice  and  injuftice  wherefoei^er 
they  might  ari(b,  and  to  fign  a£b  6f  this  nature  by  way  of 
Confirmation. 

'  *•  Lawfuits  are  an  evil  in  fOCiety  which  difturbs  thehappi- 
nefs  of  the  citizens ;  and,  therefore,  that  law  mufl  prove  the 

:    "        ^  .  •  ^  •-       -    bell 
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feft  wliid!  {yre\reiit9  contefiations,  aixt  dimini Aes  thek  nom^ 
bcr.  .    •        ' 

^<  If,  a8 1  hope  I  (hall,  I  attain  mj  objeS;  in  the  reforma* 
i\6n  ^f  the  hy<r$  an4  of  judicial  orjbr,  fevtral  lawyers,  ilideedy 
'V^ill  lofe  hy  this  fimplification  the  confideratjon  they  derived 
froth  the  tpyftery  with  which  they  were  enveloped;  thty 
will  no  longer  be  able  to  make  a  palrade  of  their  vain  fubtle- 
ties,  and  the  whole  body  of  ancient  advocates  will  become 
nfelds :  but  by  this  meafure,  affo,  I  ftall  deliver  my  fubjeAs 
from  an  oppreffive  burthen,  and  the  ftate  will  have  a  greater 
number  of  merchants,  (hopkeepers,  and  artifts,  who  will  be 
much  more  advantageous  to  the  country  than  advocates.' 

«*  Now,  as  the  execution  of  fo  important  a  projeft  cannot 
be  the  work  of  a  fingle  man,  you  will  fele^  perfons  whom 
you  know  to  be  poflefled  of  the  moft  infonnation  and  inte.^ 
grity ;  you  will  diftribute  among  them  the  difierent  parts  of  the 
work,  andyou  will  afterwards  afiemble  them  all  ina  body,tode« 
fiberate*with  them  refpeAing  the  beft  meafures  to  be  purfued* 
*«  The  legMative  commifEon  may,  likcwiie,  continue  t<V 
fubfift,  in  order  to  fupply  any  defe£t  in  the  laws,  to  deter- 
mine the  true  fenfe  of  them  when  they  may  appear  equivocal, 
and  to  explain  them  when  obfcure. 

"  But  I  will  liever  fuller  a  judge,  a  tribunal,  or  a  minifier  of 
ftate,  to  take  upon  them  to  interpret,  extend,  or  reftrain  the 
meaning  of  the  laws,  ftill  lefs  to  create  new  laws.  Yet,  as 
foon  as  he  or  they  ihall  perceive,  in  the  cafe  of  fome  doubtful 
point,  any  inconvenience  or  defeat  in  the  law  or  judicial  ar- 
Yangement,  they  muft  give  notice  of  it  to  the  legiflative  com« 
miffion,  who  fliall  examine  the  matter  relatively  to  the  fenfe 
and  objed  of  the  other  laws,  and  lay  before  me  the  alterationi' 
or  additions  they  may  think  neceifary. 

I  abandon  all  thefe  matters  to  your  refieSIon;  I  charge  you 
to  prepare  every  thing  neccflary  for  the  execution  of  the  plan, 
and  I  promife  to  protect  you  in  the  moft  efficacious  manner' 

againft 


agirioft  fdl  ahai^^nd  (^nindiStioM  that  may  te  ftttem|i(d 
to  be  oppofcd  againft  you  in  the  comj^etion  of  this  defigo. 
:I  am,  your  affe^ionate  king, 
Potsdam,  14 April,  1750.  \   Frepewcl* 

(53).  I  have  now  before  my,  eyes  a  number  of  decrees  ad 
dreiTed-  to  perfons  who  demanded  juftice.  of  the  chancellor. 
In  the  courf^  of  them  we  find  prpofs  of  the  wonderful  «i 
with  which  thofe  employfd  in  the  chancery  could  feigD  aoj 
to  comprehend  a  complaint  or  a  demand,  and  givie  fucb  aci 
fwers  a^s  to  produce  fre/h  demands,  which  were  always  p^^ 
for  at  the  rate  of  40  or  50  fols  a  line. 

A  foreigner,  one  day,  complaining  to  the  chancellor  i 
fome  unjuft  proceedings  and  Oiameful  adls  of  partiality  ia 
a  particular  tribunal,  M^  de  Carmer,  without  enoinii; 
the  affair,  replied  to  the  complainant  by  reproaching  kin: 
with  want  of  jrjefpeA.to  the  tribunals,  and  forbiddiag  to 
with  menaces,  , to  Tep/eat  complaints  of  that  nature.  T!» 
granger,  enraged  at  fo.ext raordinary  an  anfwer,  takes  a  copy  ot| 
the  new  code,  and,  repairing  to  the  chancellor*8h6tcl,hc(a?i 
to  him,  **  5i>,  /  br9tq;bt  your  ixcelUncy  fame  cmpkinU  ^t^j 
a  tribunal  which  has  treated  me  in  the,  moft  iniquitm  ffieaxt'. 
In/lead  0/ examinifig  i$a»  the  affair^  yeuaccufe  me  of  went  t; 
refpeafor  that  tribunal^  you  threaten  me^  and  for  bid  m  it  re- 
peat my  complaints  This  conduSi  n  contrary  to  the  lawj»  ^^ 
yourfelf  kid  down^  and  which  you  may  fee,  here  in  your  own  a^ 
(fhcwing  him  a  law  of  the.  new  judicial  order).  This  hw  sf- 
den  you  to  anfwer  all  the  complainti  made  to  you;  therefirejMtwiti- 
landing  your  prohibition^  I  will  reiterate  to  you  ay  cmpli^^ 
until  Ibaye  received  fucb  an  anfwer  as  your  place  obUfff )(» ^'* 
give" 

The  chancellor,  aftonifhed  at  a  language  which  he  ba: 
never  heard  from  the  inhabitants  of  Brandenbourg,  d^^*^ 
utter  a  fingle  word  in  anfwcn    Two  hours  after,  ib«  f^* 
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Ignter-iMewed  faisr  complaint,  and  the  chancellor  fent  foi 
le  papers  relative  to  the  affair  in  queftion :  ahd>  apparently^ 
e  tribunal  was  in  the  wrong ;  for,  though  no  anfwer  Was 
i  ven  Co  the  complainant,  he  was  allowed  to  carry  the  matter 
^fore  another  court,  which  had  been  before  refufed  him. 
nd  this  proceeding  the  foreigner  deemed  a  fatisfadion.  ^ 
T*hi9  is  the  ihatiner  in  which  affairs  were  treated  towards 
ie  end  bf  Frederick's  reign.  I  do  not  fay  that  all  thefc 
bufes  uttto  be  hnputed  to  the  chancellor  himfelf;^  but,  oc- 
upied  as  he  was  with  the  great  objeds  of  legiflation,  he  left 
o  ignorant  or  wicked  fubalterns  the  details  of  adniini* 
Iration,  and  juftice  was  not  diftributed  whilft  means  were 
rontiiyfng^blr  Its  diflributton. 

(54)  TiRJkiftg  had  given  theft  companies  a  privilege  for 
15  years.  They  were  to  export  to  China  linens  and  otiHk 
Prufliad  piMufHons,  to  be  exchanged  in  India  for  the  firft 
materials  of  that  country.  Thefe  two  companies  did  not 
fuccecd. 

(55)  Every  jrcar  a  certain  number  of  houfcsand  other 
buildings  were  ere£led  at  Berlin  and  at  Potzdam  at  the 
king's  cxpence,  and,  on  a  certain  day,  the  diredor  annually 
wailed  on  the  king,  who  gave  him  drawings  of  the  hand- 
fomeft  buildings  in  Italy,  of  which  he  had  a  great  colIefHony 
made  him  layout  the  ground  plan,  which  he  enlarged  or  dr- 
minifhedat  his  pleafure,  and  advanced  the  money  before»band 
to  the  undertakers.  We  have  fecri  the  abufes  in  thefe  con- 
ftrudions. 

When  the  houfes  were  built,  he  gave  them  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  old  houfes  which  had  been  demoliflied;  and  if 
the  ground  belonged  to'hfntfelf,  he  befiowed  them  on  feme 
.new  fabric  or  perfon  in  his  favour.  At  Potzdam,  he  gave 
away  thefe  houfes  on  the  condition  of  their  leaving  the  firft 
ftory  for  the  fbldicrs.  It  is  a  Angular  fpcftaclc,  in  walking 
-*  through 


diitNigh  dutt  towa,  €o  feenotbing  but  p^3m^^^f4r¥^4mtif 
foMiera  hnediet  auid  garters  fufpcodcd  on  At  aJii<»fiy  or  a 
ftuuc. 

.  (56)  The  ibllawiog  ceaveriatiom  will  gi^e  felBr  ideacf 
the  maoaer  in  ivbich  Frederick  iMeicfted  hitDlelf  in  .the  pio* 
grefs  of  agdciiltllie  ^d  the  htipjfinth  <tf  the  bulbMidoiep. 

In  1763)  the  ^ivy  cooofeUor  de  Rufsler  haying  waited  oo 
the }jag  in  qMfAkf  rf pcovinciiil  oonalcUor  ^  die  ctcckef 
Low  Bsuniait  to  oongratulate  him  on  the  peiN»^  the  king 
faid. 

What  doee  your  circle  ftind  in  need  of  f 

Rufslgr.  Of  horfes,  fire,  for  the  tillage  of  the  kndss  of 
rye  for  bread,  and  feed  conk 

.  ?&  tMtg^  ril  give  you  com  for  bread  and  fowinigi  batl 
•cannot  ^ve  you  borfiea. 

Rufikr.  1  know,  that,  on  the  reprefentationa  of  M.  <k 
Brenkenhoffs  your  majefiy  baa  given  all  your  baggage  and 
arflllery  borfea  to  the  New  Marche  and  Pomerania.  But, 
no  perfon  has  pleaded  In  favour  of  Low  Barnim.  If  your 
jzuj/efty  does  not  yourfelf  look  after  ity  it  is  a  ruined  countryt 

Thi  Kmg*  Who  are  you  i 

Rujdir.  I  am  Rufsler,  who  was  employed  In  fetdiog  tbp 
boundaries  of  Siiefia. 

Tbi  King*  Yes !  Yes !  I  know  you  now.  Afiemble  all 
jthe  provincial  counfellors  of  the  Eledotal  Marche.  I  woald 
•fpeak  with  them. 

JtufiUr.  Sire,  they  are  all  at  Berlin^  except  two. 

Ibe  Kittg»  Send  meflengers  to  thofe  two*  to  repgur,  alfo^ 
to  Berlin,  and  on  ThurlHay  come  with -all  the  counfellors 
to  the  palace  of  Berlin ;  I  will  then  talk  more  with  you  on] 
the  fubjed,  and  inform  you  how  I  would  have  the  profina: 
relieved. 

On  the  firft  of  April,  M.  Rufslet  appeared^  at  the  head  of  I 
the  provincial  counfellors,  and^  in  their  name  and  his  own, 

addrefled 
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rifoflfld  the.  kiiigi  As  he  was  tsOkUtg  with  rather  too  much 
warmth,  and  iofifting  that  he  was  obliged  to  indenmify  the 
province  for  the  loiles  it  had  fuftained,  the  king  faid : 

Be  filent !  Be  filent  t  and  fuficr  me  to  make  at  leaft  ohe 
obfirryatieo Have  you  a  pencil  i 

kufsUr»  Yes,  fire.  - 

The  King.  Well,  then,  write  down  what  I  fhall  didate  to 
you :  the  counfellors  have  only  to  draw  up  a  fiate  of  what  is 
wanting  in  their  circles,  as  rye  for  bread,  and  .fted  corir, 
horfes,  oxen,  and  cows.  Let  them  do  this  with  the  greateft 
accuracy, .  and  return  the  day  after  to-morrow,  when  they 
ihallkHow  my  wiU.  But,  let  every  thing  be  exaA;  fori 
cannot  give  much. 

On  th^  !day  appointed  the  counfellors  retarned,  and.  M. 
Rufsler  was  again  the  orator ;  the  king  made  them  give  him 
a  lift  of  all  the  podr.geatleoMO,  to  whom  he  diftriboted 
money,  to  one  8000  crowns,  to  others  6000,  4000,  &c» 

In  1779,  the  king,  making  a  tour  in  a  diftrid  of  one  of  his 
Sales,  had  the.  foUowiog  cenverfiitton  with  a  forefter  and  a 
bailiff: 

TbeJdng  (fojpng  ly  ajlip  $ffandy  wqftiland  uearFshrhllift), 
Forefter  1  why  is  there  nothing  fownupon  tl^at  land  i 

FoTMfter^  Sire,  that  dees  not  belong  to  your  forefts,  but 
to  the  town  fields.    Here  and  theit  they  have  (own  a  few 
grains.       To  the  right  there,  fome  fir  cones  have  been 
planted. 
72^  King.  Who  has  planted  them  ? 
FvrifttT.  Our  high  bailiff,  there. 
'    TbiKing  {timing  u  the  bailiff).    Tell  my  prfvy  coun- 
fellor  Michaelis,  that  fomething  muft  be  fown  on  thefe 
fands. — (To  the  finjier)  But  do  you  know  how  they  plant 
fir  apples  ? 
Fwrifitr.  Oh  to  be  fure,  fire. 


thtlSng.  l^eUthen!   Let  i|8  fee,  bow  yoo  wMa  pbflt 
thcin,  from  eaft  to  weft^  orweftito  tA  i 

Fvrefiir.  From  weft-to  eaft; 
•  '  Tbt  King. ,  TJiat's  very  well^  hot  why  ?:     .  \  .  * . 

Fcrejler.  Becaujie  the  wind  blows  in  general  £rom*die^weS. 

Tbi  King.  There  is  fome  fenfe  in  this* 
t  ..  -  '  '.      - 

■  The  fibllowing  are  the  particulars  of  another  coftTiftr£itian 
;which  he  held  with  M«  Fromme,  bailiff  of  FehrbeUin^:  during 
the  fame  expedition. 

Frmmi..  There,  fire,  are  two  new  iirains  alremfy,  which 
.iwe  owe  to  your  maj^ify's  ^^oodnefs^  and  wkich  keep  our 
hollows  dry* 
/   Tb$  King^,  Ah  !  ah  I  I  am  glad  of  it.    Wh#  are  joU'? 

/rsmmr.  The  bailiff  of  Fehrbellifl. 
:    Tbf^XSf^4  What  may  be  your  name  f 

/VtfMiM.  Fr^mme*  .    ^  ^-ci- 

^be  King.  Ah  1   ah  !   you  are  foa  of  the  provincial  coun- 
:&lIorFromme? 

Fromm.  Sire,  with  your  permifion,  my  fallier<was  coun- 
fellor  bailiff  of  the  bailiwk  of  Laeme. 

ThtKlng.  Counfellor  bailiff!    That  is  n<k.  trMu    Vour 
father  was  a  provincial  counlellor;  I  knew,  lum- very  well 
Tell  me  whether  the  drains  I  have  made  in  ibis  Im^w  have 
.  been  ufefulto  you? 

Fnmme*  Oh!  yes,. fire. 

^h  King.  Have  you  more  cattle  than  your  predeocfibr  I 

Fromme.  Yes,  fire<    I  have  in  that farm^yardftrty  cows; 
and,  in  all,  feventy  more  tbati  he  h^d. 

Tli€  King.  That's  vecjr  well.    You  have  not-tbe  diftempir 
amoi)g  the  cattle  in  your  diftrid  i 

Frommi.  No,  fire. 

Th$  King,  Has  it  been  amongft  yoi  ? 

Fromme.  Yes,  fire.  .  ... 
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fh0  Khtg.  Make  your  catdeeat  a  great  deal  of  fof&l  fait  i 
ypu  will  have  it  no  more. 
Frommg.  So  I  do,  fire.     But  comimoo  fait  is  almod  as  good. 
7'bi  Ktng.  Do  not  believe  it.     You  muft  not  pound. your 
gtmm  fafcy  t>ut  fexpofe  it  jor  the  cattfe'to  lick. 
Fr^mrne.  I  will  certainly  do  fo. 

The  King.  Are  there  no  other  improvements  to  be  made 
here? 

prwam.  Yes,  fire.  .  There  is  the  lake  of  TTremmensce, 
if  that  lyere  drained^  your. majeSy  would  have  1800  acres  of 
meadoWy  oti  which  colonics'  might  be  eAabliflied.  .  It  would 
pr09|irey  likewifcj  a  water  paflage  for  the  diftrid  i  which 
would  |>rove  very  advantageous  to  Fehrbellin  and  Ruppip. 
Many  arcictet  might  be  tranfpoaed  by  watei:  from  Meek* 
lenbourg  to  Berlin.     :,         , 

The  Xing.  I  believe  you  are  right.  But  in  procuring  you 
thefe  advantages,  qthersLmigbt  be  ruined;  the  polTeflbrs  of  the 
lancU  at  leaft ;  might  they  nbc  ?  . 

Frdmme.  I  beg  your  pardon,  fire ;  the  lands  belong  to  the 
royal  forefta  }  and  there  are  ovXy  birch-trees.  , 

Tbi  King.  Very  well,  if  there  are  only  hirch-ti;ccs,the  point 
is  pradtcable.  But  take  care  you  don*c  reckon Sviihoui  your 
hoft,  ichd  that  the  expences  don't  exceed  ^the  produce/    . 

Frommi.  There  is  uo. danger  of  that.  For,  in  the  firft 
place,  your  majeRy  may  condder  it  as  certain  that  the  lake 
would  give  1800  acres,  which  would  maintain  Iix  and  thirty 
families,  at  50  acres  a  family,  ll^  after  Vbis,  a  flight  toll 
were 'laid  00  the  floated  wood>  and  on  boats  paffihg  on  th^ 
new  canal,  the  capital  would  render  good  intereft. 

Tbi  King.  Very  well !  Tell  all  this  to  my  privy  counfcllor 
Michaelis.  He.underfiand»  thefe  matters,  and  T  advife  you 
to  addrefs  yourfelf  to  him  for  every  thing,  when  you  want  to 
form  new  (ettlements  any  where.  I  do  not  mean  to  wait 
for  whole  colonies.  '  Should  there  be  but  tWjO^iir  three  fami<* 
lies,  you  may  fpeak  to  him  immediately. 

Vol.  II.  Z  '         Frommi. 


•  •       •  •• 

/r«/»m.  I  wiUnotfai],  fire. 

Tbi  King.  Can't  I  fee  Wuftcrau  from  hcnccf    (ik'^ijtbu 
[  Motiging  to  gtmrol  TtUthen,) 

'Fromnu.  Yes,  fercj  there  itls,  to  t&cright« 

7i&/  King.  Is  t)ie  ffeheral  there  f 
,    Frommi*  Yes,  fire# 
'      5l&^i:/«;.  Who  told  yoi  To  J  "    *''    '  '   •'      '  •* 

Fromme^M.  it  TEftoc^,  a  a^ptain  in  his,regiin6i!|t,  \% 
quartered  in  my  village.  *  One  of  the  |;enerai^  "gfiJoms 
i)rought  him  a  letter  ye{(erday ;  it  wks  fro^  liin  I  KS^^tbis 
information. 

^e  King.  Has  the  general  gained  by  YHe'drainiftg.6ir  tUe 
Ihollow? 

Fromniti  Yes,  'fire.  '  He  his  built  that  farm  on'tKe'rigti't; 
and  raifed  cottages^  which  he  could  not* have  cib^i>ut  for 
the  draining.  ,  •  . 

IChe  king.  I  am  Very  glad  pf  it.  What  is  the  name  of  the 
bailiff  of  Old  Rupjrin? 

Framme.  Honig. 

Tbi  King,  How  long  has  he  been  there  ?      '  , 

Fronum.  Since  tVhitfuntide. 

ne  King.  Since  Whi'tfuntide!   Where  was  he  before  ? 

Frmme.  He  was  a  canon. 

The  King^  A  canon  \  A  canon  1  Who  the  disucehas  made 
a  bailiff  of  this  canon  \ 

Fromme*  Sire^  he  is  2  young  man  of  fome  property,  Vhofc 
ambitbn  it  was  to  have  the  honour  of  being  your  ina}efty'& 
Wiliff.  .         ^ 

Tbe  King,  fiut  why  diid  not  the  old  one  temain  ?  . , 

Frommi.  He  is  dead. 

Thi  King,  The  widow  might  hare  kept  the  bailiwrc, 

Fromme.  She  h^  fallen  into  poverty. 
The  King.  Woman's  houfekeeping,  no  doubt  f* 
Fromme.  Pardon  nie,  fire.     She  cohdiifled  her  houfe  eii- 
ttemcly  well  i  but  accidents  have  ruined  her.    Thele  in»y 

^affea 


t  a  t  a  t  k  a  Ct  Kt  it*        jj^ 

3^  the  beft  «eGOiH)mI^>  A»  for  my^li^  I  f|iffere4  4  gteat 
mortality  two  yeftfs  slgo^  and  have  obtaiiied  fio  recoixipci|^ 
I  am  ttiiaBIe  t6  rcftdre  miy  if  If  t»  m]^  foi«i0i>f$99f  ing^ .      v 

TbeKing.  My  good  frieitdy  If'iiiFer  ailitrie^ilTmy  kftTpaf 
to-day,     I  hear  nothing  upon  that fide^     *    .:;        "^^    ' ' 

Prmme.  tia£  the  snttfiortiine'  iv.  ii^^^^  4^  iwttoiMIdt 
MicbAolis  it  troubled  trith  the  fattle  €0{Dplfii^&    . 

..miitJ^ritirut'Jinti paces  iaciuiirds.J    •  . 

The  King,  Come  along,  hsiWtfff  advtinfle.:  Say  flear.tht 
coach,  but  take  care  no  accident  happiein  la  you*  Only 
fpeaVaKctieltfud.  .  Tell  no  tho  tt^tne  of  that  villagjl  on,thc 
right? 

Fromrne,  Langed.  ' 

The  King.  Whom  does^  it  belong  UHf  . 

Fromfne.  One  third  to  your  mgjeOy^ii  third  to  M.  Ae 
Hagen,  and  the  chapter  of  Berlin  k^^i^M^  TocQA  viaCals 
there.  •   : ;  r.;.  :  i 

The  King.  You  miftake }  it  is  the  cbftpt^r  trfiMag^boorg. 

Frimme.  I  aflc  your  m^jefty's  pardon  i  it*  i»  the  chapter  of 
Berlin. 

TbeKing,  That  is  not  true  \  the  chapter  of  Berlin  hav/i 
no  vaflkls. 

Fromme.  Pardon  me,  fire,  the  chapter  of  Berlin  have  three 
vaflals  in  the  village  of  Karvensee,  which  depends  on  my 
bailiwic. 

§►  The  King.    You  are  wrong  j   it  is  the  cbsfpter  of  Mag« 
debourg. 

Fr$mmi.  Sire,  I  fhould  be  a  very  bad  b^ilHF,  if  I  did  not 
know  ievery  perfon  who  has  jurifdidioa  in  my  bailiwic. 

The  King,  Ah  !  in  that  i:afe  you  nouft  be  right.  L<t  me 
talk  to  you 'a  little.  On  the  right  there  muft  be  an  eftate ;  I 
don't  recoiled  the  name  6f  it.  Name  to  ni6  a  few  of  the 
efiates  that  lie  to  the  rights 

%  %  Frommi% 


'  Fiimmi.     Bu]rdK>Wy  R^denfleben,   SotnmerfeM,  Beo^ 

The  King.  KaAe^  it  is  To;  whom  does  that  eftatebdongto? 

/Wjiiiiiy.  To  M%  4e  Knecrebcck«  ' 

7&#  X/iy.  Has  be  ftrved  ? 
'  ;MmMi#«  Y«4;  he  Wa«  a  Iieuteaant  or  eafign  in  the  guards. 

Tbi  Kifigm  In  the  gaardt !  (tecUmng  on  hh  Jmgen.)  You 
ai^e  right,  ha  wii  a  Iteotewnt  in  the  guards.  I  am  glad  this 
eftate  is  ftill  in  the  family  •  •  .  •  •  Ah !  do  jou  know  how 
loog  it  is  finoe  I  liairc  been  here  ? . 

ft9mm$^  No,  fire, 

Hh  Kng.  Thrceand  fortjryears. .  ,!• .  .'-  What  village  is 
that  before  us  i 

Frommi,  Protzen, 

Thi  King*  Whom'dOes  It  t>elong  lo? 

Prmme.  To  M.  de  Kleift. 

The  XSng^  What  Kkift  is  that? 

Fr$mmi*  The  fen  of  general  Kleiff. 

7ArJrii^.  Of  what  general  Kleifti 

Fromme,  His  brother-was  one  of  your  majefty^s  aides«de* 
camp,  and  is  now  lieutenant- colonel  of  the  regiment  oi 
Xalckftein  at  Magdebourg. 

Tb0  King.  Ha!  ha!  his  brother.  Oh!  I  know  the 
Kleifts  very  well.     Has  he  ferved  ? 

Fromme.  Yesi  firej    he  was  enfign  in  prince  Ferdinand'* 
regiment. 
• .  The  Xing.  Why  did  he  quit  the  fervicei  f 

Fr$mmi.  I  do  not  know,  fire. 

T%€  King.  You  may  tell  me  ;  I.have  no  particular  motive 
in  alking  the  queftion.     Why  did  this  man  quit  the  fervice/ 

Fromme^  Indeed,  fire,  1  cannot  tell.  .. 
\The  €$nwrfHwi  was  here  interrupted  iy  the  iing*s  "arrival 
"       '     ina  wU^^y  tubers  general  Ziethen.  was  come  te  meet  tin' 
TUking  get  out  of  his  coa^h  tejee  h\m\  ani^  m  bii  return^ 
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7Kr  fBk^i  Cdme,  tetf  «e  Moufly^  Jo  hcMt  fou  know  why 
this  Kleift  quitted  the  fervice  ? 

Fromme.  Indeed,  fire,  I  am  ignorant  of  the  reafon. ' 

The  King,  tiark  you,  are  you  coa4int  with  the  crop  this 
year?;*  *.  - 

Frothme.  Sire,  it  is  very  good.  *" 

'   9%t  King.   Very  good  \  So  much  the  better ;  they  tblA 
me  it  was  very  bad. 

Frommel  The  winter  corn  has  fullered  a  little  fhim  the 
firoft';  but,  in  return,  the  fummer  corn  promifes  amply  ta 
repair  that  lofs 

The  King.  What  is  the  name  of  that  viHage  before  usf 

Frmme.  GoTL* 

The  King.  To  whom  dots  it  belong. 
.   Fremme*  To  the  counftUof  of  war  De  Quaft. 

The  King.  To  whom  ? 

Fremme.  To  the  counfdlor  of  T^ar  De  Quaft. 

The  Khig.  Again  I  We  are  not  talking  about  counfellcrs 
of  war.    1  want  to  know  to  whom  that  village  belongs. 

Fremme.  To  M.  de  Quaft. 

The  King.  Very  well ;  this  is  as  you  fhould  anfwer  •  •  •  « 
Do  you  fiiw  wheat  I 

Fremme.  Yes,  fire. 

The  Kinf.  How  much  have  you  fown  i 

Fremme.  About  fifteen  quarters. 

The  King.   How  much  did  your  predecefibr  few  f 

Tromme.   About  eighteen  bufhels. 

The  King.  Why  do  you  fow  fo  much  more  than  he  ? 

Fremfne.  I  have  had  the  honour  to  teM  your  majefty  that 
I  have  feventy  cows  more  than  my  predeceiror,  confequently 
I  can  manfure  my  fields  better,  and  cultivate  more  corn. 

The. King.  But,  why  don't  you  cultivate  hemp  ? 
^  Fremme.  It  doea  not  thrive  here.     It  does  better  in  cold 
^imates.      Our  rope-makers  purchafe  the  Ruffian    hemp 
cheaper,  and  of  ^  better  quality,  than  1  can  furnifli  it# 


*  V>f 


Shi  Kim.  Bm  irl»t  4»  f^  f9W  1*eM  7«a  CwttHylirt 
hemp  ? 

Frommif  !WM^    • 
.  ThfXing,  Why  *«lfl  you  cuWyatft  madder  I 

Fromme.  It  docs  not  gr«>w  well.    The  foil  is  Qdt  gw* 
enough, 

4  r**  iSTw^p  Yw  only  imngioe  foj  )^u  ftouW  li»re«i€4 
the  experiment. 

•  Frmme.  I  haire  irioi  it,  and  itdoet  «iot  fucoced . . .  * 
.   ThKing.  What  do  yott  few.  wlscreyott  would  M»rc$mii 
madder? 

^r«iiwt/.  Wbettt 

The  Kinf,   Well !   continue,   therefore,  to  fosp  wheat. 
The  people  pf  your  b;wU«rifC  oiuft  iiie  at  Iheif  eafe^         --TT 

Frommt.  Yes,  fiire,  I  can  prore,  bythehoofc  of  moftga^s, 
that  they  have  capitals  to  the  amount  flf  $0,000  orbwns^- 

Tbe  King.  Ay,  this  isfomg  ott  weM. 
.   t!^fm«^*  A  peaftJAt,  ffhpdied  thw  yfcprs  igo»  h$A  detcn 
thoufand  crowns  at  tltt  bank. 

Thi  King.  How  much  ? 
.  ,Frpmme-   Eleven  thoufpodcroirnp. 

Tie  King.   This  is  the  ftatc  in  which  you  TOiift  ^wwf$ 
.  prcferve  them. 

Fromme.  Yes,  fire,  it  is  well  for  the  peafaiit  to  be  at  hh 
cafe ;  but  then  be  becomes  tnfolent :  as,  for  inftante,  ihofc 
pf  this  diftrift,  who  have  accufed  nw  feveo  tim^s  to  your 
majcfty,  to  get  freed  from  public  fervices. 

^e  King.  They  had  reafon,  perhaps. 

Fropmi.  I  beg  your  raajefty's  pardon.  The  litlrTras 
examined,  and  it  was  found  that  I  had  not  harraflM  the  fub- 
jefts,  that  Ihadalv^ays  been  in  the  right,  andtha^  I  ha4 
never  require^  more  than  what  was  due.  Yet  natters  re- 
mained as  tbey  were  ^  the  peafants  were  not  puniQied.  Your 
fnajeily  always  takes  the  part  of  your  fub^edls,  ind  the  {>oof 
bailiff  \$  always  in  the  wf Ofig.  ^     . 


P   R'£   B   £   &   I    C   K      II.  3*43 

TWMne*  O^-  ^y  9^  foieod,  I  o^a  esifily  conceive  that 
the  decifion  is  ahvays.  to  four  favour.  You  make  a  prefest, 
no  ddubt,  of  a  liule  batter,  a  few  c^pousc  and  turkies,  to 
tile  OB«io&)lor  of  yttttr.4opartnnent. 

«  ft^mw*  Sff»,  that  19  iiftpoffiW^;  com  if  not  at  fo  good  a 
piice:  if:  we  did  liotpick  up  z  ftw' ^o^wm  elfewhere,  we 
couiii'iiever  paji'ilier.«i>t. 

Tb^  Ktif§.  Where  doyoa  ftU  youc  butter*  your^iponsy  and 
jrouMuckies? 

Fmnme.  At  Berlin,  fire. 
.  ThiMh^.  Why  notat  Ruppihi 

Fr9ntm.  The  townfm^n  in  general  have  cows. 

Tbi  King*  But  your   poultry !  tfadfc* you  might  fell  at 

I^mmi*  There  are  but  four  fiaff  officers  quartered  in  that 
toura^aady-as&r  the  ifthalnt^ti,  tfacyare  not  delicate: 
they  are  fatisfied  with.po|ic« 

.  Sr2< JSSif  /  A^xfi  y6a  site  ia  the  right.  The  Berliners 
love  good  cheer.  Well !  do  with  the  peafants  what  you 
pi«Bifr«  ioi^- doo^t  lnmi&.tfaeiii. 

KSr'iBMj}  (fi^g  «  fom^  9f  pt^nU  at  iarvifij  wb9 
/9rn(fdmA9ili9!^9»hrU$Hgfhgir^iks).  What  the  deuce 
ana ^ttyf^  Mhiwsr  ^botil?    So  they  want  to  a(k  niohey 

fMi»iii«.  Oh  1  xMV'fi'<^»  they  are  fuH  of  joy  at  your  vifiting 
their  country.  '■• 

'S%4^$gi  Somodi  the  tettcgr,  for  I  fksM  not  give  them  any 
tbiiigf  .  . .  •  •    DoyotNi^ake  aHy  trials  <^  foreign  grain  t 

^JWMV.'ifbs,  fifip*  i  This  year  I  fowtd  fome  Spanifh  bar** 
Uf^  boM,  it  does  -not  tbsive.  Til  fow  no  more.  But  the 
Holftein  rye  with  the  large  ftalk  feems  fo  deferve  cultivation. 

^  |pii%;  ^Whatrrye  is  that  f 

fin$mmii  k-  grows  in  Hdftein,  in  the  low  grounds.  It 
has  atrer  returned  me  lefs  ^hAa  ten  fer  one. 

TifKiMg.  Holdl  hoMi'ten  for  one,  that  is  a  little  too 
.1  Z  4  much 


344  •"    ^  *  f-'b:   «^  3F''    : 

nmcb.  •  •  .  < «   JuegfifevM  ToiM-iinflf  wbatiiiifkoUmr 
im»\M»»e  tlic  wttMrs  w«fc  dmiacd  WF. 

^rM»#4  fewaiiMtirtif  filkdwitkrittlfthiUockstteeweeii 
vrhicb  the  wtW  reccled.  .  In  cbe  d^ft  ytars  wecouMM- 
yet^N  t&e  baf imntl#  but  iver^pUifed  to  put  Jt  iiitO'.lar|e 
cocki,  ftud  in  miitw$  when,  it  iroM  bsrdt  ins  went  Sat  k. 
Now  tbat  we  have  levelled  cbe  billoekntaodAe  water  M4iairft 
oCtijr  tkedfMo*  ywr  «Myi6f  hm  Mide^  die  Jidlow^  at  you 
majefty  fees,  it  dry,  and  we  can  gel  tbe  bay  from  ic  whta  ^ 
chufe. 

Tbi  King,  Have  your  pelfants  more  eattle.tbaabwto&R? 

Fr^mme. .  -yctt  fire^  .* .  • 

*    Tbt  King^  Hovf' many  ? 

Frmmi.  Some  bave  onecQw,  otbera  two^  t<roiftft(o 
their  circumftancet.  ^^ 

Ibi  jEriv*  But  bow  many  more  bave  they  than  formerly 
on  the  whole,  as  near  at  yon  can^aaft  }  * 

Fnmmu  Abont  ona  huaditd.  and  twtiVQii  \mL •••*• 
&c» 

[Tbtking^havtng  tfiiWidiJ^immirytirmfgk^id^fkph^ 

ings^  €9iUd  Mmmlm^  ^ippiPmk^  mtd/kidM  Ihp-*] 

Tie  Xing..  CQm€.h\tht^  D^jw^S^  thMmuO^poiai 
to  xhe  left  ?  That  muA  be  cuItinHed.  And  tbii  liknrift  ^ 
5he  right*  a^  far  at  U  exteadt.  •  •    Wbaltrtaa  irclhafci 

Fromme.  WillouTt  and  oaka.  .    . 

74r  i^<V-  YoH  may  take  uy  tbe  #ilkrwt  tad  kt  IfeP  «]» 
remain,  I  bey  a)ay  be  foM,  or  put  (a  fcune  ofe*.  Wkn 
that  fliall  be  ckarjNi  OMit^  I  ftoald  faHtttietharyMiBV*' 
jnuoducetbiee  htindred  familiat  more^  or  tbeieaboattt  aod 
5Q0CO1IFJI.     Whalfayyouf 

Fromme  {oftn  amment'sfiUna).  YeHifiiia^-pedM|lf  f<^ 

'    Tin  Kmg.  Liftco  !  You  aDayaafwer  me  with  fht.tttffloft 

confidence.     Th^re  will  be.a  fewfaoiilie)  more  or  left.   * 

iqpw  yc^y  well  that  ii>is.vjcannot  hc^^sa^  ftfcfrtain^^^ 

,..     ..  once. 


I"  It  B  (2>  E  It  I  e  d  ii«         ^4; 

ontre;  I  bsve  not  been  there;  IdonotlnipirthcgmiAlL  U 
I  did  kn6vt  it,  I  cooUF  tdt;  for  f  ktmr  aiNMH  ii  fM  Wit 
manfflSiMrltes  may  be>tiiSeed  on  a  (pot  of  gflMiid. 
Meinidiis/But^h1lUfjl0V^  fii»e»  bgiltm^diliiiyil,  > 
IRr  iTMjf.  Thatdo^s  not  fignify ;  it  mdk  be  eMhungad,  or 
an  eq%{vafent  pUM.  That  muft  be fettM in  tbobeft  ifty 
we  oin.  {  don't  waiit  at' for  nothing.  Here,  (t9  9  imtf^) 
hark  j^oo,  you  have  only  to  write  to  my  ebamber  of  innn* 
ces  an  account  of  wRat  I  wtfll  to  have  cleared  out  1  I  will 
give  you  the  money :  (to  meibir)  Do  you  go  to  BerUn,  and 
tell  my  pdrf  counfellor  Michsn^Ha,  by  wofd  of  au)iltb,  what 
I  am  determhied  further  to  have  cleared  out.  Ice.  ke. 

tgflfn  nySatvasrc^konedyin  tbeMarcheof  Branden* 


bouQ'- 


^  ^  .  -      ■     :  crowns. 

1.  For  indemnities  for  bad  erops  in  fbmeMtiAs     a<^,ooo* 

2.  Fes  buildings  at  Berlin  and  Potsdam      •     <*     433iOOO. 
3*  For  clearing  out  lands  and  fettling  new  eolMiee 

if)  the  £teadral  Maritbe     •»•*••*    aoo»ooCb 

4.  ¥^t.  the  fettiemeot  of  66  finnlKes  anc)  leveret 

woollen  manofadiMs,  as  well  as  fot  tht 
-  -^tonftnidlbn  of  fevend  boufes  in  the  townt 

#fIiHickenwaldeandTreuenbrieMn    ^    •      9o»eM» 

5.  For  the  eSaMKbihent  of  a  watch  manufaAory  In 

the  manner  of  Geneva,  and  of  a  pap<sr  tBina<«  * 
faAorylik«~thofe]oH<inand    *    -    -    .      6t,0M. 
h  th$  Niw  Mmrdn. 

6.  To  rebuild  the  town  of  Falkenbourg,  burnt 

down       •        •         •       .       •        •       7^9M» 

7.  For  the  dykes  on  the  Wavta      '  •    •    *    •    *    6,dOO» 

8.  For  a  kandredaiRl  fia  families  of  labourers  or 

'  otkfrs  "    •       ^-       -       •       .       *     a4>ooo* 
In  Potmrmda* 

9.  For  162  new  frntlies         ^         •         •         25,ooo. 

tOk  Ad» 


sA.  AdssaAAi  fludft  fhanfthlfi  foi  inmingwitiii'r  ■  U^u  i  a  a  ifftii 

12.  ¥Qf.tkm:i(&KVWiim'49in  »mwtftftmr«tflC 

■  .;■:■■:.    \.  hffifimifrugith,, .     

17.  For  new  colonies         -        -        -  .       ^yxa 


Jf-tl)«.Ai(f^,^4%lM(WWt   ^t  •-■ 


M- 


18.  For  the  dnuning  of  a  morafs  called  Fiemer-.i 

jbrocb,  the  lands  of  which,  amounting  to 

9ak00«Mffl*  «IN(|()iftijhiM<iiM|QPI«  flH&!i. 

.'„     «ppt  individuals,,    '.»  1  «-<•..»«.■   f    Jv. *•««** 

19.  For  liMMil,  «t%V¥«M*4i»  (ir»i«Ml.  ft       n  ■'  i34«V^ 

20.  Forl|wMMtq4<^tl|»;iw«j|<tfi(<oftMAl»il:  r    JMO^ 

21.  Forbi|Mi«f»«(l>iiMB*>«W«f»  o."^  •  .♦..63.000. 
aaKiJffWBboufcs  hurffe.  .  •.  ;,.«;.  .-  .-..i  jiftOOO' 
23.  For  «^V4fli,«H^WV  <«|Mp'*>f»^  of  yyi«F<ri 

3i^  j;<^f  prefents  to  indivjdwU        -,     .-_,    ,-,.,    \,<^.ooo• 

^.iMatojaijif>rtivyfM{f7,8»*!  .T,  /-,;i^n^,f»o0' 

fytgfpfe%^o{  jthcfame  aature  wdoiitMy.         i  •  y  • 
In  1785,  to  K^       '  ..       a,9^l#756 

.:  .  '  r  '  (s«)  W""" 


F   R  ^  H  B  9t    I^  C'K*^   II.  54.f 

(SSJ'-Wfefm  Brenkfnbof  was  page  to  ptinct  LeopoM  of 
[)efik'oi'li«4>eg«ltf  to^tnkde  fal  ptgeofis,  and  ttnCi^ook  to  fur* 
lifh  the  two  grandfons  of  the  prince,  who  were  rerj  fond 
)f  them,  ^?Mlii  tke>  han^meft  ^hat  eould  be  found. 

The  prkiee,  ^o  Itkedthe  ehabe^  ^Hflied  to  croft  the  race 
)f  mid  boam  with  that  of  fvrine;  Brenbenhof  was  em« 
)loyed  tobok'Ottt  for  fmne  the  oioft  refemhlfng  wild  boars, 
uid  At  prinecf  gare  litlh  a  horfe  for  each  of  them-  Thefe 
)refents  firft  gave  him  thr  idea  of  traffickMg^^in  faorfe^,  bv 
jvhich  he  gained  confiderably.  -*'^  ' 

Havflig  ptsrehaftd  bf  accident  feme  bufhels  of  Archangel 
:orn,  ho  fowed  ft;  carcfdBjr  coIleAed  the  ftcd;  and  It To* 
tiulti^ed  as  to  enable  him  in  a  tew  years  to  furnilh  aN  t'he 
Kofdbritf  Germany  with  it.  Brenkenhof  was  rerjr  rich^ 
9^en4nntered  into  the  ferrice  of  tbe  king  of  Pntfia.    '      ^ 

(59)  Btciikenhof  ruined  Mmfctf  In  tbe  ktn|^sfer?tec;  lie 
^rcftrrej'tte  glory  of  accomplifliingextraordlnaiy  points  to* 
bis  prhrate  iritwcft;  Frtdfcrick,  Ifte  Other  great  iweri,  batf 
)ften  the  advantage  of  being  fertred  with  enthufiafm,  and  d}{^* 
iatcrcftWHy  by  men  of  thelirft  tnerir.  '    * 

Brenkenhof  was  the  vidim  of  his  «ea!.  He  died  poor.  The' 
ToWov^ing  Is  a  letter  which  he  drfiated  to  the  kln^whenat' 
ihe  point  of  death  *  .         .    .  ' 

«*  sikBi  .  * 

<<  It  IS  a  fevour,  and  not  an  zSt  of  juftiee,  I  demand  of  your 

*  majcfty.  I  have  fervcd  your  majefty  twenty  years  witR' 
"  the  grcatcft  zeal,  and  have  confumcd  the  beft  years  of  my 
'*  life  in  your  ferviee. '  In  Pomerahia  and  the  New  Marche 
"  I  have  formed  fcveral  eftablifhmcnts  which  have  conftituted 

*  the  Imppinefe  of  a  ^reat  number  of  men.    Oiiriog  lAiefe 

*  years  of  ferviee,  I  have  expended  agmift  part  of  the  for*' 

*  tune*  I  bought  With  me  from  the  principality  of  Deflau, 
'•  Having  always  preferred  your  majefly's  interefts  to  my 
'^  owjij  ^fA  been  engaged,  by  patriotic  zeal  alone,  and  the 

♦»dpfirc 


V  dfrfir^  ^.gftHmg  9¥m  md  poretlic  fsod  gmmffi'W 

^<exDeii^&    .       ..' 

««  i*he  new  acquifiuont  in  PolMri.  ikcfwr  iMiqto  deep 
i*  expeaccs,.  a$  j}.  gfr^t  numbq:  •  cf  R|afi^|^  aoiJP^eii  were 
t<,  co^ftaotly  ipdgiBd.  at  any .  bou(i;.  The  adminiftolion  rf 
*f  ibediftri^  of  Nez  bat. been  no  Lqpich«UPgeabl9^W|tiiere 
*^  being  neither  chamber  nor  coUege  of  jufticeat  thatpbce, 
«*  whichob]%e4gifl^e^B%iaie^p^ 
*<  received  no  pay. 

' .  <<  I  have  eypendcd'  cpAfidera^Ic^  fu«e  out  of  nuf -qita  for- 
<^  tttne,  in  the  conftnidtofiof  the  oumI  of  9iwM^g* 
.  <<In  tbexommiiEon  of  iniproveaENnit  Ibf.Popiepgm,! 
^f,  fcMind  i^jdjcli;  as  tt  weKC»  eotaqglpd  with  a  ^tt>^*^JWf"' 
<«  to  whom 'I  was  oUigad  tqgive  a  great  deal.  <mHp  ^ 
<<  avoid  clamour. 

.  <(  Ilii|vee|B|dofe4»  thfiiefore»  the  greateft  pah  ifmM- 
<<  tune  in  thei4i)iice  of  your  viajefty*  9at>  I  ifOul^wiHii 

Y  afiBer  my  deathr  to  have  my  pepiitation  al^Wf  »^ 
«^  flmiil^  the  melioration  fua4  appqu*  defidenly  aad  my  cdc- 
««  miee  take  that  oppertwity  of  $hwwin$  a  flur  upon  Df 
«•  memoiy,  I  meft  hu^pbly  be^ioeb  your  m^t^)  in  tto 
M  eaTe*  jm  employ,  the  minifter  Micbaeiis  glooe  u^a  the  ia- 
^'  provementt  which  remained  for  me  to  realize,,  aod  to  fee 
<•  them  executed  under  his  fole  direAioo*  without  (be  im^' 
<«  fereoce  of  the  chambers,^  and  to  correfpood  with  t|ie 
^  guaidians  who  ihall  be  appointed  &r  my,  children. 

.  U  In  the  fpace  of  two  years,  all  th^e  improvpiQeots  will 
'<  be  completed,  and  the  accounts  fettled. 

•  BrenkcahoT  wtU  knew  the  chambers.  We  fts  by  this  bow  jcalo^ 
theft  coUeget  ivete  of  thole  who  wiihed  to  do  good  vithoat  them)  >»<> 

how  they  ncgl^ed  no  poiat  to  ruin  them*    Tblsco||&^'^^^''*^ 
bave  rexparksd  concerning  the  new  eftabliflimenti  of  manufafturei* 

«<  I  thaol 


<<'  I  tktek  ybttf  nmjeftyy  on  iny  d«9iib4ied«  f<Mr  jd)  the  jb* 
«<  voiln widliN^hid^yiHt have honaured tUfe;  ttd dX     -« - 
'  ,  'r               M  Yourms^efly'sy&e* 
MCamig,  aj»M»ff  ^78^."     

Brenkenhof  dtecka.fenrJiMrsafier  he:  di£bited>  thit^Ieiter* 
Hfs  enemies  availed  themfelyes  of  his  death,  to  condemn  his 
condcASlio  thekirig;  Kis  merits  were  fofgott^  11 

(6d)  It  has  been  ptibUftieain  fereral  works  that  Frederick 
never  eondetnifcd  any  perfon  to  death ;  than  whieh  nothing 
is  more  fUfe,  efpec!a11)rw?ih'refpctt  to  fdldiers.  Towards 
the  end'of'HtsVefgn,  a  ^gbhir  rage  had  Intrdduced  itfelf  into 
the  army:-  •DeQjalr'freqoeiitly  led'the'fpMiers  to  commit 
futc^^ihd  others  to  perpetrate  crimes  ih  order  to  be  exe- 
cutedP*^he  latter  lifually'  murdeM  ^a  \irhildy  then  diT- 
covered  their  crime,  and  delivered  tbemfelves  into  the  hands 
of  juftice.  '  This  atficity  wasr  infpSred  in  them  by  tbe*foT* 
lotviifj^ks/^  Difgufted  witKibe  life  whiiihmRttary  tyfon^ 
rendered  cfSims  to  tfaeni,  they  imagined  that  by  killing  ah 
infartt  they  (hbtiTd  fend  a  foul  to  heaven  $  and  that  this 
foul;-  as  a'^recompenfe  for  having  delivered'theiri  from  th'e 
dangers  o^  this  world,  would  intercede  with 'Gdd  in  their 
favour,  and  bring  legions  of  angels  td  meet  them,  and^  re- 
ceive their  foul  at  the  moment  of  punifliment.  Not  a  year 
palTed  without  two  or  three  murders  of  this  kind* 

(61)  At  mod  of  the  reviews^  the  king  made  a  point  of 
appearing  difcontented  with  fome  regiment,  and  ufually  pre- 
tended to  have  found  a  ftrong  caufe  for  cenfure  againft  fome 
general,  colonel,  or  other  chief.  The  king  was  extremely 
ihort-fighted,  and  it  fometimes  bappehedi  that,  on  the  regi- 
ments filing  before  him,  he  ill-treated  an  officer  whofe  troop 
was  in  the  very  beft  condition,  whilft  he  faid  nothing  to  fiiGb 
as  were  really  culpable  of  ne^igence.  Things  ^vere  at  fucb 
^  pafs,  that  fome  of  the  commanding  oiEcers  could  eafily 

con* 


-Mt^iht  vAotknkm  ftfoldpnATf  libit. '  Ihi ona^rfilK^  Mttr 
years  ofFMtrkdK^  retgn^  a  l«ncr  appMttllfi  dit  f  uMit  pa- 

pen,  fWfttf ll' b^  Fffkfcrict  t6  his  ger.erals,  wherein  he  treats 
them  In  the  barflieft  manner  <  'jetifih^  il*iSMi!^ certain 
•llMM  diM  thrf  tttA  JMK  nerie  theft  leproaidibs.'  >'!"'- ^*i^'f 

(62)  It  it;  ajQ  error  to  imagine  t])^  ,tbe  Fcitfif)}  f*^Mt7 
only  ufe  fire-arms  in  adion }  and  this  pailage,  which  k  taken 
j^om  lUfii^kns  4n,^ffn^CbfVig9S'J^,ti^*mtr0^ed  in^lff  Aft*  < 
mfMf^War^  f9At.>y.S^f^4cn,9lf  .to  g^a"  ^^wpif^  iwght 

.CQnfifm  in  tb<(ijr.if|ffr{^  fii|i:b,9pii^9  airare  ahreadi^oC  ^Mtl  opi* 

.liiqn.    Bac»  to  fofm  f  .juft  jdi^ofihe  M&gr  iio4,.tW..feA- 

tipfpifi^t  of  Fi;cdejrick« .  we  .h^yi(,pn]jr  fo.Kad  ffric2^  JPUI,  ^f 

jHi  vj^rtf^ifm,  u  kh  gfm^-  '^  I  permit,''  hr  n|TffrirMjf  fhr 

.Y)  f  ryiffiap  troo|M^  aji  wdl  a?  qtbeti^  to  occ«iqr  adfMJIpious 

.^Vimftti  ^^:ta m^ amomei^tgry^iife  of  then^  in prdier to 

.¥  ^ve;idyaa|^;from  tlKir.  aitiilo^     hutrfbfjr.ifHi^iquif 

M  {bjafoit  4i^aA  ioftant  t»jn$aiJntri^dfy  $$!  /%^im;pp»,iw^o> 

<^  inflfft^  ^  aOackUg,  are  thus  atta^dced  i;^fp|relj(c^  ami 

^<  feicciye  their  whole  prpjeA  cnrejrthfown  ;  foi^  aU  tbe)|»ore* 

M  n>MU  ]|OMt:if)ak^  in  the  prefeQce  of  jrour-c^icmyi  which 

^^t^y  do  not  oVisAt  prodaee  an  dpellent  cir^     On 

«'  tbcfis  occafi^oi^  I  firHimfinfumryto^firt^  Im  that  only 

V  ftofis.tliem,  40d  it  is  not  the  number  of'  enemiea  iSain^ 

^^  which  gives  yon  the  vidory,  but .  the  ground  ywi  have 

*«  gained." 

(63)  In  the  fame  inftraftions  of  the  king  to  his  generals, 
it  is  declared  that  the  fureft  method  is  to  march  intrepidly, 
and  in  order,  to  the  enemy,  ind  Jiltvays  to  gain  ground. 

(64)   Deddratidn  tf  the  imprefi- piten  m  the  fuhjeB  rf  her 

elahit  en  Pa/and^  if  the  1  ith  vfiStptember,  1772. 

•«  Maria-Thefefa,  &c.  fee.  to  all  to  whom  thefe  prcfents 

*•  fliaH  'come,  and  to  all  fuch  as  may  have  rntcrcft  therein, 

•*  Bfc  it  known.  That,  having  confbked,  on  the  aflual  ftatc 
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'^drryifeBd;  tHik^ttiecfliltMof/Itefiiiaod.tUk^ 
>«  i^rl•A^  we  him  2%jmkdi  tacb^f  m^ajpardciihr,  .to«tf. 

'«  and'Clf wUtfitIt  Utelo  td«iuf'fel^il£Uvid  cibwhs^..  Jbietalb- 
'<  quen^e,  we  have  made  our  troops  occupy  that  trad  of 
'<  c6idAt'ry^Whrch  corfefj^Mdi  with  dtfr  claiihs,  arid  II  «iiw 
(«cl6llW' III  this  ^Ibwftig  iMb^ft:  tU  right  4^^  -df  the 
>•  Vlttuk^fhMh  lhe4ltby«€Silcfia  khofrBSiimlAinir/^dthe 
^  DMlAh  «f  thJiS  fiih»  ^fm^  (torn  iMum,^  Sroiieppk«iM 
»  ftu«i«fe^  t0  fiie%^iter  8Ags  tbea  fn)0  4(i^dtiic(BDg; 
'« iddft|[tte»  ffrteliM  bf  Red  AttflU^  whnvtk  cQAftiel  Mf 
B'  VolMftilc'iiid  flMoltsi  Itegh^  to  thtft  of  Zbar:^;  ^d^ 
^  tttte^Ha  sl'tfjlhl  itifei  to  iM  Dtiitp^v^  totvstrdtvhe  1^ 
K  WhM^«elitil^i4Vtt)M^dmikete!f^^  nhL 

i*  itttmtk^  ^m  mi  t^ckloltav  Mid^hefAon  Cier9'wMch>%apaM: 
<«  #IMfii((te  fMm  Ms^vk*  At  ^  te^e  iidwf 'tiiieakc  pofiUidA 
(^  df ^tMnAMaid  t«Ailwl«6,  for.this  ^npdfe^ivf^  Ji^dmlDdd 
nfHe«Mittd6^i^lr^iHfliilii«»raf  flafc,  rndtexMotm^te 
u  duty  of  oar  inarihal  in  Loy^cr  JLyMm^^mi^  ^ommMaf  ih 
^'PoiM^v'^ith  ftfthpOMJ9'^fqFii^riatefid  tbofe  pionQitees, 
^  MM(M  ^  tor  €rb«p»^  ^iwi  ^rottei^reiall  aitee&ry  mfeaJirrH 
t^foi-  k  wfft  llinlilfiflhl^lMv  AtecocAhigljr,  we  enjoin  ^If 
^«  perftmVtMlH^tn  the  faid  iimitt^  Tafials^  ibiNahkatitt)  aitd 
"  ir^Myy  ^rcrprieldn^iarf'Whatfevor'  Aa^y  6rdef  ^  6r 'conditMA; 
*<  ^ciMiMto  and  ftMnUan,  tnagiftnite»  6f  covins  and  bu^ghs^ 
'<  all'atitf  %Very  one  cl*  them,  without  any^exoeptton  what'-* 
<<  ever,  tb-ackftoWlidge  and  honoot  the  faid  count  de  Pergeh 
^*  a$  our  pknipoteHtlory  <iomifil£oner  sMd  (governor,  4atter«i 
^<  trig  Ourlelves  thXtMf%»foti  \nU  beibutid  x^boftidi  ref^fe 
<*  literally  to  ar^tko^whu:  he  ihotll  laorder  in  our  name;  and 
'<  thdi^  tht  4d^y*fiMr  MHdciing  fSblenm  hoteigo  ^'be  iibt.y«i; 
'' fix^d^  it  ^I)  HM^fd^layed.  Let  <he  inh^kwtft%hj!> 
**  ate AinAf  our  ^Mofiion  yttnftifi  trimfuii,  ^»if  tiiey  had 
*'  alreiMiy  4ftken  the  ott€h^  of  fidelity  |  by  a^  other  KieenM  dti 
*^  tb^y  intrit  oar  gHd  jgftcet :  ^AouU  any  perfoo»  nriiM|ie<- 

«  lefs. 
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•««  evtr»  we  do.  Jiot  jemcmitt  .tbf  lo^.  >iyiylif»(jfli^.  be  it 
•«  kftonEOf  jUiat,  fprc«d4a  fiieb  e  <a»ft;io  rtw^fl  :i»ii»  w«mcd 

LitUrs  patent  rf  the  Jung^  pf  Prufia^  dnlarf^prf.  ^jUf  ri^i 
.    4mdpriUnfi9Ms  m  Fol^d^  $J  thf  i3fkS0fi^fi>ir^^  i  jyra. 

^  toMTgiwe  of  BraadttibiMigt  ^« i^«^4i^idl  fbMs%;Mbopi» 
e^  tMMbi^ApeefaMlciv  palattHatcip^  loidi«f  mfmPt$^  ^anS^tm^ 
f^  foKQiy  aJidt  pffoviacul  jiidgcsy  lo  fbofe  -of,  fbth^n^mttnuL 
.«« order,  vaflkls  and  gMdoaieo»  to  «U  jjntiUmmwii  i^ 
^^  bitMKt  of  towns,  t0  r^fidfiu  in  <^  «iiiMHqr«9|i4r.ia  gp* 
Mn^U  to  «U  the  iiOgtat  ami  wbaMlMllb  #» >Pft))^^  at 
«  ccdtCafticaU  <rf  the«xMiiui<«  lof  Pf oiie  ai|d  fiiwi|iairtt, 
M  bitbmo  pofleflU  by  tbo  crown  of  Pioteid,  Jt.  lilmirife  of 
«<  tbo  diftriAft  widtta  the  llMse»  whieil  htyf  bgftirf^lWjfacin- 
««  ed  a  fare  of  gmar  Polandi  taUlkeM  nBjrMffOitfcgnitjoyal 
^^  famorand  boMfFdoiioi.  .  i    <»  ^    * 

«<  It  is.noiorioiis  lo  all  peifcrnca^y ifoft  j»/Jbii>|i|r5  ■  aad 
««  we  hare  fet  ibrcb  iacoMefteUa fMaAtdf.iC  K» ,«tt^£iBSope 
«•  in  a  more  partteolar  dodadmi  efxMri  ngblit  that  cbc 
«<  crown  of  Poland  hat  for  naiiy  jig'^^  ^^^N^y*  |lM&ft«^»  and 
H  detained. from  ib^  dokee  of  Poneraoie^.  Md«  -aliqp  tben, 
<•  from  theeleaoiaLhoufeof  BcaodaUbwrf^lh^fmof  Po- 
*•  merania  ficuatcd  between  the  piffeat  frontiers  ^4tl||it^d«ichy 
^*  and  the  rivers  Viftnte  and  Nelie,  ^Mtmmit  <^d  P<»°^ 
^«  merelia,  as  well  ae.  from  the  latb^aMielmed  boMfe  in  par* 
«'  ticular,  tbediftfid  of  Great  Roland  bfftii«9iuli^  P«^ge  and 
><  the  Netae.  The  male  bfaneh  of;thedfiil«9  o£J?oioeffani2 
«<  aad  the  Hoeiif  JDam&ick  betnf.tKiiiift,utiaf»»  lfatzd<d:es 
,«( of  Pomecania  of  the  line  of  Stetlio»  bcaiiif  their  neanfieol- 
>«  laeeral  feodalt*  and  fpeingU^  fiett  the  (aiM;  ftock  with 
<«tbcm»  poght  of  right  to  have  fiMsceedtd.  tbtna  iq  dicir 
>«  poflUBeiu^  but  of  ^a•  they  WW  ddfoi^ 

**  vWcncc 
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«<  violence  as  injtiftfce,  by  the  firpcrior  force  of  the  Teutonic 
**  order,  and,  after  them,  by  the  power  of  the  kings  of  Poland. 
«<  The  dokcs  of  Pomcrartia,  however,  have  never  renounced 
*«  theff -rights  to  this  hereditary  duchy  of  Pomerania,  or  Po- 
*^  merelia,  but  have  always  regarded  it  as  the'  ancient  patri- 
**  mony  of  their  anceftors.  Thus  did  they  trtnfmit  them, 
*•  on  their  extindtion  in  1637,  ^®  ^^^'^  ^^^^^  general  and 
*<  fuCceiTors  the  eleAon  of  Brandenbourg,  As  for  the  dif* 
*^  triA  of  Great  Poland,  fituated  between  the  I>ratgean(ifthe 
*«  Netse,  it  ariginaliy  belonged  to  the  New  Marcheof  Bran- 
*^  4eiibourg,  and  the  margraves  of  BrahdenbOurg  remained 
*♦  cmiMfuii  poffeflbrsof  it  tifl  the  cotnmencemtnt  of  the  1 5  th 
**  century,  when  Si^mund,  king  of  Hungary  and  eleSor 
^<  of  BraAdeoboUrg,  having  mortgaged  the  New  Marche 
^*  lOfhc  Teutonic  order,  the  kings  of  Poland,  in  their  wars 
*«  witfa  that  ordef ,  took  potkBtin  of  this  diftrtdt  by  fofce^ 
<•  afiA  have  letaineA  ic  Witiiottt  any  ceffidn  of  it  by  treaty,  ei  - 
^<  tMr  on  Che  part  bf  1A6  Teutonic  oiider,  the  eie£iors,  or  the 
«*  German  empire.  The  crown  of  Poland,  pofl^ffing  both 
^*  the^e  eountries  fo  vnjulHy^  cannot,  oh  the  principles  of  all 
^*  foMiti  nations,  #fead  pfefcription  as  a  right ;  befides  that 
'*  we  have  ftilt  ocher  odllfiderid>!e,  and  as  well-founded  pre- 
'*  tenfioos,  as  hes  been  fully  proved. 

**  Weeasmos,  tior  iiiriH  we  fuffer  any  longer  the  injuftice 
^<  cocnmifted  in  thefe  refpeAs  towards  our  royal  and  eledloral 
'^  boufe  s  and  it  is  out  firm  i^entiofi  to  employ  all  the  force 
<*  it  has  pleafed  Providence  to  |;rant  us,  not'  only  to  allert 
*^  otMT  rights  fo  thofe  eotintrtes  which  the  crown  of  Poland 
**  has  difmembered  ffolii  our  duchy  of  Pomerania  and  the 
M  marche  of  Brandenbotitg,  but  to  procure  a  legitimate  an4 
^*  adequate  compenfiitlon  for  the  enjoyment  of  thofe  pro« 
^  vtiiees  lor  fo  many  eenitirles  withholdtn  from  us  and  our 
^  anooflors*  For  thefe  caufes,  and  for  this  end,  we  have 
^  thought  proper  to  take  pofleffion  of  the  diftriAs  of 
«<.' Great  f^olieiAd  beyond  the  Neiee,  as  well  as  of  ail  the 
Vot,  IJ.       •       .  A  %  *•  coantricf 


<<  cottoteiet  of  Priiffif  ^and-FoiDerawi;,,  m  bqth  ^d»fit  ^bt 
«<  Viftvlftt  wbioh  tbe^rawo  of  Folaod^  bith^«  ffifftSei 
^«  uoder  Uie  name  of;  Poliih  Prtiffi^  c^CfiRti«£  tiif^^cHieg  of 
V^Dantxick;  and  of  Thorn  i  pad  ^xf  )i«fif»  ^b^t.  ^  jnf {Miblic 
V  f^  PcJand^  a^r  mature,  re^f^jon,  cooiidarlog,  tbf^iCir* 
«<^cuinftaDoca,  ani.wcfjjjI^injj^Yell  thc^va^uJitX.  pf  9V£.«)ams, 
V;(ViRof  berfeif  ag^ce.to^foiM  lo  m  ^mio^l^ ^rnmgeo^al 

.  *S  Wc  wi%  ^Ivercfflfe,  folcqio^x  tBrfP^  ko^w*.  tbit.our 
<<  rofoUitlQc;[ii,by  ibevprefeiU  liters  9#tf||t,  to  a^ll  tbi^^Ames 
^*  and  ijobabita^  cf.tl{e  countries  of  Pri^flia  .and  PoMMCIiPia 
*'  hcrecpforc  HO^[e^  h^  tbe  croff^  pi^  PolsHidi^ai  weU  aa  of 
!/^  tb^  d^jSs  witbiif  ihe  Netz^i,  wbip^l|f|ve  been,df€«iBd  to 
f *  .bel^g.ta  Qreat  Bolaiofli.  we  e^^j^n  them,  in  tbfi  tuoft  fe« 
«*  rioifi  ao4:P<fft  cxflrefs  mgi^mUfrXo  iftskk^  j|o.  oppofiAkoii:  to 
•<.tbif  a£L;of»  Qp^ffioo,  nbf;Ji^awx  ws|y.lo[nl^lii;tb«1CMl- 
««  miffioneraaodou^tary  wjip^t^A;^,fat«tii)Rdwifik«Riex- 
!<  ecutioo,  iuu  to*  fub^it  yqlttB^filjBff  fNir^y»M0tflliieftei.and 
*^  to  confidcr.us  as  rhrir  Iript^inrj  Jrtificnirr  fnirniniBPi il  to 
<«  demean  tbpoiiel?^  .towaf4^.u;i  a«  if^,heA>oiftb  failbfiiljand 
*'  obedient  fubjcds,  and.no  bnuff  tp  bovj».a(»]r.re)ithMlwth 
*^  tbe  crown  of  Poland  Q^ our. jMux  wa  ive  difpo£bd»  as  vre 
^«  aOiire  them  by  tbe  prefect.  iQ^protoAnQdnwilttniil  dieai 
«'  in  their  pofleiSptia  apd  rigbt^.  bo<JIP  wH  ^oeelcftrfUeal, 
««  and  efpeciaJly  t|iofi(of  tbeRoipM^^J^MicrfleU(|io^ 
<*  free  exercife  of  tb^ir  worfl^i(h  ?fl4  i»  gf^f)«ril[  fo'l^Q  VQWni 
««  tbe  whole,  country,  a^^th^t  aU^.it^iqhaJiitJMUs.  wt^. think 
•<  well  and  j$afQnably  (hall  bobaM^y  apd  coBiealed^  and 
««  have  no  cauif  to  regfot  the,cb%|ig«;Hbfil»  m  ok^  BK>re 
£'  efficaMoolljf  ^a^jin^9Mrfplfes%,<!f.  i4^.6dflitiriind<  fub^ 
4c  i9iffion.by^a.pub|i^and  j/finu4  bomgili.m  baM.tteiiglit 
?<  &%^  foi^  that  :Ptfjpofe,.t»  fix^upoii{fibrtweQty<ievefithi  af 
f^tbe. prefcn^  pmMrt<^  SepcemtK^.Ui  ovr.towa  of  Ma- 

'ff  rieiAourg...       

,.  «<  We^orderi  Jtbe^o{%  bytbeie  fftfei^SvaU  thie  4atea  of 
i         .    •  *        ,  *«i!oincrtnia 


*«  Pom€r2itiii  iiitf' WtiMk;  au  i<^dtf  ti  of  \teMtMs  Within 
'« tlie^Wct:^^,  e*c^p^  tftd  (ildes  offUdtn  aricf  Dfantiick,  to 
^«  rbpalr  tb  tW6  fafd'td^ft'of  MWrientoufg  two  days  after  ihat 
^^'^xejT  fdr  th^  hcJitt^gi?',-  td  ahnbunedf  theiV  arrfviT  tf6  the 
^^coM'fcilfeoit  fitting  t^ertf  orif*  ifrtfr  part^  to"  fee  it  r^giftfefei 
•^fcythfe  pfopSi:'  dMeef;  to  pVbdtK^e^th^ir  full  poireVi,  then 
««•  ttt^^pear  ^t  the'  iimc  ^nd  place  ^Mch  fli'all  be  notiffed  to 
•«  Aem^  there  to  take'ihe  bittt  of  fKielfty  and  fubmiffibn  to 
«*  us,  arid  rb  2Lckt(o\^Wdgt  us^  <iitf*li6frs  and  fifcceflofs,  foif 
««  thdf  feglthitiW  kfng^  and'foVeyeigns.  To  thi^  eflfe^,  it 
<«  fa'd^r  Wfll  dncf  pleafure,  that  bifliops,  abbots,  prelafte^^ 
•*  palatines,  lotds  of  manors,  ftarofts,  tfeafurcrs,  and  pro- 
*?  yincial  judges,*  fliall  all  and  each  of  tham  appear  in  pcrfofi 
•*  at  Marichfrourg/or  by  deputies  provided  with  fufficieni 
•*  powers  J  and  the  other  ftates  repreftnted  by  deputies^ 
«*  chdfeii'fVcfrtr  amWgtt  thi  ihief  of  them,  and  provided  like- 
««  Wffe  witft^  the  H^c^ary  powefs,  anrf  this  in  fuch  a  man- 
««  net  ds  that  ift'ere  fli'alT  appear  from  each  diftrift  at  leaft 
•*  foui*  f*oWeS,'  fo'ur  ecelefiafthc^,  ind  fix  rfiaydrs  of  villages^ 
«*  and^frotfl*  the  magfftracy  of  each  town  two  burgomafteri 
««  and'  a  fyndic,  -Vv'ho  ftfall  fee  fent  and  duly  authorized  to^ 
**  perfdrm  ptiblid  ahdgctieral  hortiagefor  the  whole  country* 
«*  It  Is  oai  \^lfi,  Hkewife,  that  each  of  thefe  deputies  fliall 
««'  brfflg  with  him  art  e^tadl  lift,  figned  in  due  form,-  and  ju- 
«*  rfdlc^lly  attefted  by  the  nfiagiftracy  of  the  place^  of  all 
«*  pcrfons  of  the  ecjueftrian  order,  and  of  the  nobles  prefent 
<<  and  abfent.  Who  have  pofiifflions  in  tHe  (£fflrfds  a^nd  toWns 
**  of  wtrich  they  are  the  reprefentatiVes,  as  well  as  of  the 
•*  pricfts  andf  rfiagiltrat'eS  of  thofe  places  itt  whofe  name  they 
♦<  aVe  todo  homage,  vv^hich  lift  they  ihaffi  produce' and  deliver 
*■  to  our  commiffion. 

«  We*  hope  that  all  the  vrrhaf&rtanta  itill  cbAtottA  theni- 
^<  felveS  to  the  fenor  of  thefe  letters  patent ;  bilt  if,  contrary 
«<  to  our  cxpeflation,  any  one  tfrdll  be  wanting,  and  ifiot  take 
*•  the  required  oath  of  fidelity,  but  refufc  to  /ubmit  to  our 


356  L     I     4P     £       C  <P        ' 

«f  damifiMkHiy  and  t9  acitmywMge  ns  fe»>Nii  faycDpigii«  sad 
*^  attempt  to  refift  our  Iroopt  and  the  perfont  ^bargpd.  wack 
t^  the  execution  of  our  orders^  or  rfrnkr  bmfdf  iagpnoal 
*<  culpable,  or  fufpeded  of  iiifidelit]r  aiid  difelMdifMf t  ^9 
5^  and  all  Cucb  perfoiu,  may  exptSt  that  we  fhall  pifcocd 
<*  againft  them%  wttboot  dtftindkHi  of  per&opi».  wj€b..^4he 
^*  (everiry  pra^ifed  oa  like  occaGoils.  Ip •faith. <ctf.,)i(|hi|^ 
«<  and  to  the  end  that  no  perfoo  majr  plfad  ignq^aacc  of  .our 
«  intentions^  we  have  ourfelvet  figofd  the  jHTf^feot  kt|c» 
M  patent  with  our  own  hand^  affixed  our  ffial,  &c,  &9» 

.  ».^  .. 
Didaration  delivered  to  the  Kif^  and  RefiuUie  rf  Pok^  by 

B4r9H  de  Stackelberg^  Mimfler  Plhifpotentiarj  ^fRujj^^  in 

tbi  Nfime  tf  ber  Imperial  Majejlj. 

<«  The  powers  cootigiKNis  to  Poland  have  boon  fopltipi  in-' 
*<  volved  in  the  troubles  which  arofe  dttring  theiiifii|rr^|||tpms 
.«'  of  that  kingdom*  as  to  induce  themt  frana  the«i:ei;olfa^Qa 
*<  of  paft  times»  ferioufly  to  occupy  tb^mfelves  with-tbe  af* 
<<  fairs  of  that  flate,.  even  on  die  vacancy  of  the  throf|tU9Ccai- 
^<  fioned  by  the  death  of  kii^  Awguftus  11I«  Froqa  this 
^*  confideration,  and  in  order  to  prevent  the  fatal  effesfls  of 
**  the  diflemioos  which  might  arife  on  account  of  ^  this  lait 
/<  vacancy  of  the  throne,  the  court  of  Peterft»ui:gh-.aiU(ioufly 
**  came  for\%'ard  to  efFefl  an  union  of  opjnipos  in  ,£avwi»r  of 
<<  the  candidate  who  might  be  at  once  the  moft  worthy  of 
/<  the  throne  and  the  mod  agreeable  to  his  fellow-citjizens 
'<  and  neighbours.  She, employed  herfelf  at  the  fai]pe  time 
^<  in  endeavours  to  reAify  feveral  abuTes  in  the  conftitistion 
^<  of  the  ftate.  The  court  of  Berlin  feconded.the  mfejafures 
«  of  her  ally,  and  the  court  of  Vienna  wiihing»  on  her  fide, 
c(  to  cpneur  in  4h^  fuccefs-of  views  fo  laudable,  10  order  to 
**  av^id  the  poffible  danger  of  augmenting  difficulties,  by  en- 
/^  creafing  the  number  of  tbofe  whp  flipuld  interfere  dire£lly 
.**  in  the  internal  aiFairs.of  Ppland*  thought  proper  to  adopt 

*'  a  neu- 
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«<a-mCiH'ant]f9  not  oAlf  in  this  ref^wAy  b«tlikcwfcfiOA« 
^^cerniftg  the  war  Whkh  evcncuaUy  brdke  iNit  bdwoen^^ 
*' Ruffii  afid  the  OtioMan  Rmtej  -   ' 

^  Ftbm  all  theft  mearum  have  itfuked  the  free  and  legat  * 
*^  eledion  of  klhg  Staniflaus^  tb(  prefent  moaards  as  weU  at' 
«*  l^eral  iifeful  e(bMtfiiii«ents.'    Ev^^arctiniftaiice  femntd 
^^  to  ahiftenee  to>7olaiid  and  her  neighboort  the  moft  4iJiiii*^ 
«^  terrupteft  t)rahquiinty  in  f mure;  but,  tmhappiijr,  at  the' 
**  very  moihent  when  th#re  was  reafoti  to  hope  for  every  ad^ 
*^  vantage  &om  this  ftate  of  alFairs,  the  fjpirit  of  difoordy  io-' ' 
«*  fedfng  one  part  of  the  nation,  deftroyed  in  an  toftaot  all ' 
*<  thefe  expeftatiom.     GiriKene  took  up  arms  againft  each ; 
*<  other,  and  faAions  tifurped  the  legal  authority^  which  * 
<<  they  abuied  in*contem|^  of  the  laws,  good  ordeiv  and  the 
<<  public  fafety.    Juftice,  the  admintftration  of  affairs,  «oni« 
*^  mette,  even  agriculture  hfdf,  every  thing  was  deftri^ed, 
<<  The  nsitnr^rt  oonnefiion  between  jicigbbouring  powers 
«<  make  thofe  powers  ahready  feel  the  moft  di£i^eeable  con* 
««  fequences  of  atl'«|Mfe  diforden*    They  have  long  obliged 
<«  them  to  adopc,  as  a  precaution,  the  moft  expenfive  mea* 
«^  fures  to^  fecure  the  tranqpiiUity  of  their  own  frontiers ; 
**  und'they  expofethem,  whilftthe  plan  for  the  annihilation 
^*  of  that^cingdomremains  an  undecided  point,  to  the  danger 
^  of  feeing  that  tiarmony  and  friendihipt  which.as  yetXuhfift 
<*  between  them,  diftnrbed.    All  thefeccrcumftances,  there-' 
^*  fore,  call  aloud  for  a  prompt  remedy  to  fuch  multiplied 
«( «vi1s,  the  moft  dMugreeable  eiFeSs  of  which  aie  felt  by  the 
<«  fub|e«9s  even  of  the  neighbouring  puweia,  and  the  caufes 
<<  of  which,  if  not  provided  againft,  would,  in  all  ,pn)ba* 
^*  hility,  produce  changes  in  the  poliiical  fyfl^mof  this  part 
<(  of  Europe.    So  many  reafons  of  thogreateft  imporiancedo 
**  not  permit  hismajefty  the  kingof  Pruffia,  her  majefty  the 
^  emprefs^queenof  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  and  her  Imperial 
^<  majefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias,  any  longer  to  defer 
<-«  the  /^folution  of  taking  adeciftvepact  isi  fo  critical  a  con- 
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«^jiiaamt.    Ttefe.rower9)«frflft«riniiif^»9M^ 
^^friifmto  Mdwrour»  viiiMiitlpfA  <of  Ume,  aod  witt)  oQe 
^<  accor/4,  tp  rcftore  tranquillkf  .|i|i4  fOQid'Or^  to.  Pi?)M 
M^  to  cftaUiik  tH^  soc^m  cAnSHaiiM  ^  tbff,  fi»t^ftl»<l 
«« the  liberties  of  dw  mKian,  fill  ^r  Mi4|:w>d9<^ipli« 

«^  U«R»r]r  dtfnmberMnit  «£  ibftn  Ml^tftop*  ^  fl^k^W 
f^  efefis.of  tih(»  Iruindflwp  ?oAgO(|d:unf)ff&^og  ic^t  fob* 
««iaft  hadHntai  ihcoii.they  9i«  iMllllu-^Utl«i,tQk(^&r 
n  eimiail  fuccefti»  aiidi,  m  thiqr»  tifi^  bpyD  f:iii^i4^a|>i»€Uip 
^^  on:  tkt  p9ffi!ffiow>of  cbc  riqiublici  wilioh  thsty  isjw^t^u?!^ 
f^ofabandpaiog  to  the  ipTulfi  jof  Qifire  9Jliigc|^^  t^^jF^lir^ 
5<  agrfCii^cldtftctinined,  •iiioiig.tbqpnlU?^^^  to  a^f rV9f )lk« 
5 »  Taittt  tii9rt»  tteiff  aiici^i  rights  «n4»  IngituniaAc  ^Mim  QB  (!>( 
^«  psfleffiMs  of  ihre  lepuUiCt  whifih  ^ch  of  d^eoi  ^iU  be 
«^  rcsdy  to  juftify  in  proft^timn  9iid  piftCf f  In.9Q9f<;^i^«l>f»<:r 
H  bis  fnajeflby  the  fciBg  of  Prufila^  k<9C  S9sysfty  t^d.  tmgx^^ 
<(  quceo  of  H!iuigg#)r/jind  Qofeofl^i^f  fAfli  b^  iWJcQy  cbe  eoj* 
<4  pfcfi  of  ail  tht  Raffi^f,  having  riep»|infltoally  csommiigicated 
<<-  the  ftatemeat  o£  thcia*.  fpverai  ri^9.  and  pMti^6pnH  sP^i 
M  coiii6>to:aB/wikebleag9eeai0|it»  wiiltakt  i^  irquivakpt 
M  pmpoitiooefllr^toi^heaiy  anc)  enter  upap  thp  p^k$0Roi 
«^  Ibcb  of  tha  {Vilifl)  territoriei  as  may  r  pcoye  the  beft  i;:alcu- 
<«  lated  to  eftablifli  benccfiotmatd  a  mofp  mtur^l  ^  more 
5<  certain' bouadaKjr  bebye«n  them:  <c«cb  of  the  tbr^pow- 
?f  ere  refervilDg totfaentftlvea  thef^oarfr  of  b^reaftpr  giving 
<^  a  ftete  of  cha  pefftitiobt  by  wfai^h  their  maj^fties  renounce 
ff  boK^  the  feefentnoment  all  rig^ifti  ^^lyiandS}  anfl  P^^^P? 
«'  fioo%  lepiet^tjoa  o^  danoi^gefl  and.iotarefttiorbiqh  they  may 
M  nowihav^eor  claim  with  refpcdto  the  fubj^s  «aii4  poflef* 
<f  fiens  of  ^  republic.  *  Their  faid  laajeilMS  haye  thought 
5f  prapef  60  ann^npB  their  inteotiona  to  the  \i;boiit  Poliih 
ff  nation  to  general,  iavitjng  them  to  iHwiifh^  or  at  le»^  fuf- 
ff  pendf  all  ffurit  of  turbulence  and  feditionhs  to  tbe  tni^  that, 
fi  by  afTembing  legally  ^P^^^^f  ^y  iB|y  labour^  in  coDcert 
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'*  with  the  tlirefe  C6at4?,^i^  tfte  means  b^F  r^ftorihg* internal 
**  orihr  and  trarrjuflli^^  6*n  a'ioliJl'BaiisJ' and^  alfp,  confirai, 
^*  by  Fdrnl^  a(?fs,  ftfe  exchange  of  titles^'iihd  precautions  of 
**  catli  ite^(?f  feUching'the  equivalent'  dT' wliich  they  have 

S,  ^ff)  T»  '     ^    -■».»%    -;',i  -u;  »  i  .  .,••1..'  f.-;'!)    .  '.         :£    * 

•  (ffsj^t^S  ^olifli  mmiilcr  dctlyerea  tb 'the  'foreign  Intrri^ers 
refiiicht^t  Warfav^  copies'  of  the  ieclarat^ns  o^f  th^  coilrts 
of  VMnrid,  Riitfa,'  an3*\6eHih,  with  a 'note,  by  wfcici *he 
£b!!^tfe8,  fn  the  name  Af  the  king,  the  good  ofiices  of  their 
rdrpe5iv6  fourth  to  prevent  Ac  difmembermenf  6f'Polai:yJ. 

'!?t^*]flfaus-Adgu(fus  returned  the  following;  gnfweri'  dated 
tfie  t^thofSeptemberj  k77;j,'to  ttie  declarations  of  the couVts 
of  ViMil  Piterfturgh;  and  Berlin:   '*.  /  ' '   •^'';   '     '      '  '/ 

*'  Tfle  tlriderbgnci,  miniftets  of  his  n^ajeHy  the  king  and 
^<  of  *tte  republic  of  I'olancJ,  having  laid  before  Kis  majefty  the 
«*  d'dchraltions  delivered^  to  them  by  the  Baron  de  Rewitzki|^ 
**  ehtroy  exfraordinafy  fr'om^fielr Imperial,  Itoyal, and  Apofto- 
*«  Ii(J'ifajcftics,  dated  the  2d  of  September,  1772,  by  the  bar 

•  **  rdn  de  Stackelberg,min5fter' plenipotentiary  of  her  Imperiaji 
**  majefty  of  all  the  itufllas,  dated  the  iStli  bjf  the  fame 
*^  rnonthf  and  by  M.  tJenoit>  niinifter  plenipotentiary  of^  his 
•*  riiajerfy' the  king  of*rruma,  dated  alfbihe  ifitfi  of  the  fame 
««  rtidntii* ;  'the  ting  Ba^,  in  confequence,  taken  the  advice 
<^  of  the  fenate  thereon^  ;and  the  underfigned  <^re  Qrdered  tQ 
*«  rfiake  the  following  anfwer  : 

'  *«  The  fuccefsful  and  difinterefted  pain^  by  wnlch  her  nia- 
^<  jell^'the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruflias  contributed  to  the  main- 
**  teninccof  the  tranauillity  of  ^oland^  ^during  the  late  in- 
**  terregnuiii,  as  well  as  in  the  free  choice  of  the  reigning^ 
"  fovereign,  unanimoiifly  chofen  ;  thq  concurrence  of  his 
«<  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia  for  the  fame  end,  and  the  neu- 
<*  trality  at  that  time  adopted  by  her  majefty  the  emprefs- 
*«  queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia  j  are  circjjmftances 
«  which^' approved  as  they  muft  always  have  been  by  his 
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'^  n^flfy  will  n«vcr  be  tS^9A  from  liii  sicfnory.    It  ii 
«^  the  more  agreeable  ta  him  lo  find  tbe  rc^ubtipiuof  in* 
<^  urntl  efiabliftiMiit$9  ordained  by  the  lapvrs  of  the  firil 
•«  dkts  after  the  death  of  Augoftut  III.  <oofid^ed  ^  uftfui 
•*  and  rational^  W  the  dedaradona  of  ihefe  tkioc  pofwers^ 
<«  as  be  has  often  wiAied  to  |ee  the  eoianationa  of  the  fove- 
<*  reign  pavner  jndg^  favouf^Wy  <tf  by  all  hie  oeighkeiin. 
<^  Europe  has  been  long  informed  of  the  original  Md  foe* 
<«  ceflive  canfa  of  the  troubles  of  Poland  i  and  ic  is,  likewire^ 
<«  known  that  the  king  and  the  heft  part  of  the  nntipn  bare 
«<  employed  all  the  means  in  their  ponrer  to  prerent  aid  put 
«<  a  ftop  to  their  progrefs.    Thefe  pains  have,  unfortunately, 
<<  proved  in^Aual,  and  the  eonfequences  of  fuch  diAHftoi 
<<  nndoubtedly,  are  dreadfoJ.    'The  legjltimaio  p^wer  liu 
<«  been  fet  at  nought  by  fome,  and  anarchy  has  extended  it- 
«^  felf  throughout  almoft  all  the  provinces^  '  All  Pplaiidhas 
^*  been  trampled  on,  impovcriihed,  and  laid  wafte»  ai  well 
<*  by  its  own  citiseos  as  by  foreign  troops.     In  a  word)  fi^^ 
<*  years  of  unheard-of  misfortunes  have  ruined  this  kingdom, 
*«  and  made  it  figfa  aidently  after  peace  and  good  ord^r.    The 
<«  engagement  entered  into  by  the  thj^ee  powers  efficaciouflf 
^<  lo  eoneur  in  that  objeft,  contains  a  piegeA  full  of  buma* 
*<  oily,  the  declarations  of  which  the  king  could  not  bat 
<*  have  received  with  the  moft  lively  gratitude,  were  il  t^ 
**  that  the  fecond  part  of  thefe  declarations  gave  place  to  other 
<<  fentiments  of  furprife  and  grief;  they  contain  the  recical 
*<  of  <:onfidef able,  prctenfioos  which  the  three  courts  bave 
**  formed  againft  tlhe  mifecably  devoted  Pdand,  of  the  plan 
**  agreed  on  in  common  for  this  purpofe^  and  of  the  aSual. 
<<  taking   of  pofleibon.      The  f^rupulous  attention  with 
*«  which  the  king  and  republic  of  Poland  have,  at  all  tioieSf 
<<  endeavoured  to  fulfil  their  engagements    towards  other 
*<  powers ;  the  laws  of  gpod  neighbourhood,  fo  religiouil/ 
**  obferved  on  the  part  of  Poland  5  the  refpeflful  manner  in 
'*  which  tkeking  has,  on  fo  many  pccafions,  reprcfeoicdtbc 

various 
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"  variousTiibj<£tt  of  coiiiplaifit'Wlucb  ht  Has  illifeitttiitflrif 
^*  been  reduced  to  niake  relativti  to  the  ronduA  of  hid  nei^^^ 
^  bours-;  the  Stuatkin  of  Polaiid^  fo  worriif  the  compaffiofi 
'*  of  getierofis '^nd  fefir»hle  bear^;  aUthefe  circaoiftaaoef* 
*^  ihdfttid  have  called  fortb,  at  they  meritedi  inMeedifiga  Jof 
*''recifhrocaI>  b^neifotenee^afid  forever  have  efiured  the  idea* 
*^  of  togagbg  iir  enterpriser  fo  injuriofit  lo  her-rrigbif  alid* 
*^  the  legitimacy  of  her  poSeffibns.  The  property  of  ibe» 
^  repttblie  in  ali  the  provinees  i»  founded  upoa  the  moft* 
"  felidand'attthehtie  ground  imaginable,  tipoo  an  enjoyment 
^  ei  fiMreral  ages,  acknowledged  and  niBiiotaioed  by  the  moft' 
^folemo  treaties,  and  efpeciaUy  by  thi^e  of  Oliva  and  of 
^^  WeJhftUf  which  the  houfe  of  Auftri^,  and  4he:crown$  of* 
^  France^ '  England,  Spain i  and  Sweden,  have  guarantied, 
^'bytha  treaty  of  1^86  with  the  Ruffian  empire  |  bythe^ 
^^  expreCsand  recent declafatioM  of  chofame  power;  by  that* 
^'  of  the  king.of  Pj^uilia  ia  %  764  i  and,  iitmlly ,  by  tte  fub&ftiog^ 
^*  treaties  with  tbe-hovfo  of  Anftria :  on  thefis  are  founded" 
<'  Che  rights  of  the  rep«b)ic»  They  are  here  only  generally 
^<  pointed  out,  referviiig  tO  ourfelves  the  ^poiition  of  the- 
^'  (pecific  proofis,  at  a  proper  time  and  pia^^. 

<*  What  titles,  then,  can  the  three  coorts  oppofe  to  thde  7^ 
<'  If  they  be  titles,  drawti  forth  from  the  ohfcerity  of  i^eenote 
'*  periods,  from  the  times  of  tranfient  revolutions,  whii$h« 
^^  elevated,  overturned,  gave,  and  reftored  Aates  in  the  courfe- 
'*  of  a  fe\v  momhs  or  years  ;  tbefc  titles  (were  th^y  adioiKed.)' 
'*  fliould  reunite  to  Poland  provinces  heretofore  attached  to 
"  her,  but  ailually  pofleffed  by  the  very  powers,  who,  at 
*'  this  day,  form  pittenfions  againit  a  portion  -of  her  r^rri* 
^^  tories.  But,  as  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  tranfa^ions, 
*''  buriednioderthe  oblivion  of  ages,  and  annihilated  by  pof. 
^*  cerior  liipulations,  are  contrary  to  the  prefent  difmember« 
^^  ment,  fo  cannot  thefe  titles  be  admitted,  without  weaken- 
"  ing  the  fecurity  of  the  pofleffions  of  every  fovereignty  in 
^^  ihe  world,   without    fhaking    the  foundations  of  every 

throne. 


«f  <MltOfttr.  IThtftlhtt^  (loi^ars^SA^Ja  >tBe  iferdkid  declan* 
<<<tiMi  tMllitoili^lMiflhe^ihltetyfibbndt^  riot  permit  thfs 
<A«£.|if(w^iQr)«totillt*$yiiei  flMlfiitirlitKhe'Ofttiiiaiy  way,  can- 
•tnei^teigobraijt^iliai^thp^tfiehrlkfmloh  of  the  countryh 
«*  littt  iri<meill|r}ta»iNaciMta  dni  \1t»t  h  is  ia  tbetr  ov: 
«^{^wilfit»fiiltMHitKitrAiit>vHmifliey' think  proper,  h 
*^4^otl^yllM^  ikiXt^^onfti^i  rile  vepabKc  of  Pblaiid  wl 
<*4%^ir'te<Mhr  ttanqull;^  legMiiQatey  ifid  free  exercHe  d 
c^'Ml*  *Alvefe|gnif  V^tiii  this  mftoraooh  would  become  die 
^^'pt^p^xhm^  P^^y^^Miv  prtttofioAS  and  to  difcafa  tbctn. 
*^  Tkift  %  fhi^eiMilittdirn^ieb  might  liav^  been  expeOcd  from 
«« tbe  tqtihy^f)lhe«Mee*tfoun^9  and'i^ich  there  was  eves 
«( rdonl  Id  fffyfife  ^,  iroti  ftie  eohniitls  «f  k  letter  ftMi  tbt 
<»  4rM^rrfs.q<ltf€A  ctf'HoAgary  ttid'B^mt^  to  tlie  king,  <htd 
••■Ihe  '2drh  ^  Jimiai^,  *i77*-'  Bat*  tlie  proceedings  ri 
^the  ite^'  (MiiM  tein^  df  iiieh  a  nature  as  to  farallli 
<5h{i  ftiajtfUjr '^ilii '<he  moft  ftribtti  matter  of  eomplaior, 
*  ind  tle'dutibb^off  the*  ero^^^c^*  permitting  him  to  pafs 
<«  Stover  in  ii^etj  he  TbletHnAy  deliMtta  that  he  confiders  tk 
'••fjirlfeii^oeeapalieiloftbe  Po)i(hptovkices  by  the  courts  or: 
««  Vienna,  Petcribwgb^attd  Berlin,  as  unjuil,  violent,  and 
<*iil9ifirt»fy^'to*^'hhl'4iguimate  H|^t^.  *  He  definitively  ap^ 
ceyMibr  tb  trMli9i'<«^ih  gHariAltf  tlT^'a^pQrtenances  of  his 
<(^kft!gd6«lj^i<c^/^  '  SfgMdi  AAdreW  tHlodztejowfki,  bifhop 
of ^P6fnafiisi/ grand  chahoeHi^  6f<th€trown;  Michael  prices 
Caoftbritifti,  '  gf»M) '  ^ibanceiloF  Idf  liitbuania;  John  & 
Bdrthy  fub.cbaiK:<ytt(»-of  the  cfd^ft. 

(66)  H^k^Pf^sagain/ithe^nATJkifmkhfaeKini 
9flfruffi4  ifi  bUAhmfifio. 

«  Conrad,  duke  of  Moravia,*iflUing  from  three  kings  of 
«  Poland,  that  he  'mi^ghtbcable  tb  dppofe  the  inroads  of 
« the  Prujfens,  addr^Bcd  himfelf;  in  1229,  tb  the  Teutonic 
*^knigbt8,  and'  gavetficm  the  country  of  Culm,  and  that 
••'Which  lies  btftv^een -the  Viftula,*  the  Meeker,  and  thcTrt- 

<«  bendi, 


in^n  de  Soba  noyr  took  the  title  of'gi9wi)«i9|l^(^jM|;^^is* 
lieutenant  in  Prui£a  that  of  Utndmiifter.    The  unfortu- 
i;^t/ew^ifnt.Qf,tfac  €irQi|^4H^^fi<^H#i8fi{^<]ff^UeM 
9Jf  }jiygl«fai^th>«:;|«t  qf  P^ifn^^ 

vfi^«Sfac^«y:SSf^fed/ft.|«^?^^     ?ft4ifi?n»f»ivta|tl|cyj 

9W54^l|^e4u}^^f 'A^ra;^fj^j  .  Tbe.J^ellojpj  atten^ptfl^.. 

in  min^  Jto  oRpqfe  .tJ^^fPfrU^^'^y  of  l*«::*iW»tfo.thfir  ^Ufe. 

bitipfl^.tjje  Mgbfiriuffi^^  jffpflvpo|<wji}fX)ifpPQba4^^ 

the  grgnrt  4qchjr  oil^r^xi}^    In  130%} t^y  ifix^Ai^hpit, 

chief,  i-^idenqe  in-  Pm^^,  .at|d  a(j[mtt^4; ipi:a  theif  ^^^, 

tbiU;  pjf  thic  ftfotdrhear^rs^ ,  JCh?  inh?ijfif^t3.  ipver  .vhop^; 

thejr  fyrannized,  in  (4^  fara^Qd  :^  coafefifrai^.tqih^fSf 

ofFtlj^.yoJfje  of  an  migituaaiCfpayK^t  ift  w{iich,ihfjjwccc. 

fuppofte^  by  the  kings  9f\?olan4i  .^nd^^affi^ra  J!ij4?pdjr-Waf,j 

peace  w^  cpnclwjj?^  in  I466>  P9lai^4^;iR9!iy««dfa^^ 

=  of  Pomcrelia,  the  territory  of  Culm  and  Michelaw,   of 

Waurota,  the.dtfti;]^»iD£sAlairieohmii:g.Md  >tiie 

'  remaiad^r  of.  Pxt^Aa^.wa*  pcdcd  Xs^  Ac  Jc0ighta».  (urho 

:  were  ^9  bold  jlcas  a  ;fief  9^  l^c;  prqi^Ra  pf  .Pqlan^.    Mpft lof 

'  the  ];;njghi;$,  having  embraced  Lutherani&n,  af^er  the^  ex«< 

(  ainple  of  fbeir  grfiq^  mafter^  Albert  of  Biandeikbourg;. 

^  the  lajtten,  ip>  1525,  ofijpff 4  $ligvfalufldr4^^guftu5,  king  of 

^  Poland^  fof  biI;|^f|^lf  ^d  bis  fucpeilbrs^  t^c^h^Jd  PrulS^  ^a  a. 

^  iief  of  the  republic*     The  king  confcnjted^  anjqL  Al'>^t  f^?* 

^  ceeded  Ml  e:(peUing  all,  t))e  C^fj^l^  kAigh^tSf.  The  poflerity. 

<  of  Albertbeipgexiin£l|.tbeeledoraI  houfe-ofBiandenbourg 

(  obtained  theduchy  op  the  fame  coadftiOP^iyUhJUbeiti  but» 

Vby 


«« dukeof  PhMa  uri^freed  fironHfii^aMtet  of  a  vafial,  M«Ofl« 
*•  dirion  of  fttniMhftip  fifteen  trundred  tnfafrtty  snd^4ii%1mi- 
«<  dred  aiirt!ft>  dnrtng^n  the  ^arrin  wfifclt?olatM-in%be{)e 
^*  engaged^  but  nit  tfoopt  were  to  be  paiS'by  tras  iianoh* 
<^'We  know  ihttt  Ih  lyot  Pniflta  was  ereAed  iiit6  ll-4Aitg« 
*•  dom.  Royal  or  PelHh  PraiBa,  however,  thou«fi  f aflte  of 
<^  lefs  extent  than  the  kingdom  of-Pruflh^  is  four  twaear  more 

«« populous  antfftrtlli.'* 

*'    "  .'  I.- 

'(67^  This  prohibition  fuUifted  in  the  rctgn  of  ftMerick 
throughout  ^11  riiePruffijtn  ftates.  Policy,  perhaps,  requires 
fach  a  proHMtion  in  a  military  government :  traveU  ^n 
deftroy  prejudices,  and  a  defpotic  and  military  govciriinient 
can  hardly  maintain  public  confidence  but  by  piejudices. 
As  foon  as  any  wealthy  perfon  warfti^efied  of  ah '  ihtbotion 
of  quitting  the  Pruffian  llatcs,  'Iprcs  •  were  fet  upon  hiinj 
and  if  he  Wanted  to  fell  his  property,  the  fale  was  oppofed, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  give  fccurirics.  Otre  Heflr,  who  had 
married  a  woman  of  Boordeaux,  when  on  the  poinf  of  quit- 
ting Berlin j  was  fommoned  by  the  government  tb  give  fccu- 
rity  previous  to  his  departure.  A  tnuA  morejtmpte  meittd  ef 
putting  ajl^p  to  emgrktions^  is  io  rtnderjuljtits  happy, 

(6%)  Declarati$n  iitiverHl  io  tUCounofWofffaw  iy  JU.  Bimit, 
Mimfttr  oftbt  King  ofPr^fftA^  dated 4,  Dutmbir^  '77^* 
**  The  king,  my  mafter,hasfeen,  with  aftonifhmeht,  how 
"  little  impreffion  the  declaration  delivered  by  his  mtnifier) 
**  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  emprefs-queen  and  her  Imperial  ma- 
*»  jcfty  of  all  the  ftufSas,  to  his  Polifli  majefty,  have  made, 
*^  to  induce  the  republic  to  arrange  matters  with  the  three 
**  neighbouring  powers  on  the  fubjcfl  of  their  pretcrifions, 
*«  which  the  ihtfereft  of  their  crowns  will  not  permit  them  to 
**  abandon  to  mere  chance,  and  to  the  refult  of  the  troubles 
**  \Chk;h  continue  to  agitate  the  kingdom.     There  ate  cer- 

«*  tain 
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tain  UbimdS'iteit^iiMdttnrtiaii  bf  e^tr^OMAttettBfliby  of 

judgmMit  of  bis  Foliih  najcfty^  nor  be  iodiCbrccit  to  hi!^ . 
court,  fince  tte  voice,  of  the  cottmrffieferm  to  him 
his  fights.  His  mufdHy  tte,  king.  c£  Pniflijt*  hc^s  that 
the  king.  rvrilL  no.  longer  expofe  th^  king^looi  to  delibertf* 
tions  ficom  ,«hsch  nothing  hat  ddsifs  ca»  poffiUy  refnlt; 
By  wiihing  to  convakea  diet  to  refiweto  vigoerthe  lidrm 
of  government  of  the  repitblfc,  and  to  feoitiy'theevik 
with,  which  it  is  overwheloiedt  he  woiikl  expofe  himfelf 
to  thcoeruttoty  of  eatdting^ainfaitioof  hoticd,  and  difcord*'* 

S%ncd  Basi9xr# 

(69)  The  following  is  the  fpccch  which  the  king  made  to 
he  diet  previous  to  the  nomination  of  commiflioners* 

^^  All  the  dif^^urfes,  publications,  and  meafures  of  the 
«  tbfee  neighbouring  courts^  afford  us  the  fuUeA . iofPf  motion 
«  cpocerniog  the  decided  concord  which.  fMbfift^. between 
<  theqi,  with  reipe£t  to  the  point  of  conftraining  our  nation 
^  to  adopt  their  proje^s.    No  perfon  is  igf^otznt  of.  their 
*  fad  and  pernicious  confequcnces  as  far  as  they  can  afieft 
'*•  the  country.  To  oppofe  them,  or  not  to  fubfcribe  to  tbem^ 
'^  but  under  the  cpnapulfion  of  a  coercive  £nrce,  is  the  duty  ' 
(*  of  every  good  patriot ;  and  it  is  more  particiilarly  mine,  as 
'*  I  find  myfelf  exprefsly  comfdled  to  it  by  the  foll^^ng 
*<  words  of  the  Pa^a  Conventa^  *<  I  mil  tiJOt  permit  ofy  fortim 
«^  of  the  republic  to  be  alienaUd.'*    Thefe  duties  are  preftpnt  to 
*^  us  all;  the  queftion  is,  to  find  the  means  of  fulfilling  them. 
*'  The  ancient  vices  of  our  government  have  left  the  nation 
«<  without  defence,  the  confequences  of  which  we  are  dearly 
*'  paying  for  at  this  day.  The  confcioufnefs  of  our  weakoefs 
^*  has  obliged  us  to  implore  foreign  fuccour*  No(  content  with 
*<  various  fteps  taken  in  confequence,  we  have  addrelled  let- 
<<  ters,  three  different  times,  to  all  the  courts  who  have  no 
*^  ihare  in  the  difmemberment  of  our  fl^tesi  contyoing  the 

••ftrongeft 


5^4  L    n  f  «  .  9  9  r 

^ivMriiWAtlHyoHrffoin  a>«fiDp«iv«Mvto#hniroMrpRfd 
f f  ^luiwi  <wiiil4i«>'A«ni  wpofiBda  fMt'Of  doty^  aoeordkif  i 
V  tke^Uifrtttea  l>fiCr€»iiio»,  attdtiekomi^uiUr  intBcS 
«^  Tii#)tie«|>«9(^,iiidtfed»  ihtti  feafiMiqr*  far  Ouy  >injfibnMBe; 
«f!iiiil  ^  idi^Mcr  iM^ttc  fmh^AHlB  it^^^tmy  nulifer  defir. 

**  £v«iitQite|ito  nmder  tlv^fUtwiAli{ltf  chnfe  pawen  fer?trJ 
«« nUfei  t^m^wxMSai'^Tikdk fsfcific iJMpoititHif  vlesMre  m ^: 
«« scaMaUe^b^ymi  iactog  tkciortAmiflariMJn  «or£ivoi' 

<*  but  tbcf  «Ek^  ftill  aidiiM'byr;inedisiting  between  us  anda' 
**  neighbours.  The  diftaot  powers,  however,  not  having  c 
^^  fered'  Ul  tliii  Mediation,  it  is  to  be^fefumed  that  they  hr,'\ 
*^  not  Ueglet^ed'  fhls  point  in  conf^quence  of  ah  uixc- 
**  idkitf  whetfttP  tMcir  irttWjppeffiti^n' would  be  acceptable  - 
«  o»r  ifiree 'mighfedfti^.  'I^is^trr  tftity  lb  propofe  tooc 
^iM^hbourstke-refer^nec^^ftf  otrirpretenfiohsto  tfaofecouK^ 
*«  It  b  eior  dutf  td^fiVe  hi  to'Tdp^Keate  for'  fMh  a  concf 
^  fidn^at  tb^if  band^  ritddaidMandbf  thier  nature  eair  no  vi^ 
«  cjfetitf-our  neigbbottrs.  !^»n  ^ffrba^  wiflriibgtG  irrics 
•**'fNiti;  'O^DaiMe/Hvfio  determines  tbefate'tif  natiori 
*•  ^d  tlleheM^ef  fevereigfis/ean  jniivent  tM  eSeA  of  ti^ 
**  dMg;ll  trhtdi'llHi  1^tm  opmtng  to  you,  Hhtilrious  fhtc. 
:«« fiM  thb  'iiW^M^MB  fifkmc  is  my  witneft,  tbat  i  2- 
*•  le*  lift'Ji(bM/fiy*ib^Mntornal  convrdmn  tbat  we  ftou;: 
<•  ImpetfteSff  ha^dir<Aargcd  otrr  duties,  lb  negtediflg  th- 
**'ni^^tfre.'  Okbt  dhe  simongflr  us  oouM  ehjof  si  ferenecoc* 
•*«»feftrte^,'  ftould  #e,  here&Oer,  be  unabie'^d  declare,  «t 
^«  fcpfe* every  ttingf,  we  negldfted  notbing.  I  fhaIlnotec< 
^«  hn^  oil  th^teafofis  which  authoriscetbte  ftep;  but  fcnxi- 
O'Ving  thkt  ^btTall,  worthy  and  virtuous  cht^ra,  are  ac* 
^  niated  bytbe  love  of  the  country;  of  gfory,  and  the  men 
«  ftcred  duties,  whilft,  at  the  feme  time,  you  approve  of  fr» 
<^  fdiiriiMphts,  I  charge  the  chancellors  of  the  two  mtm 
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to  pt^aoitii^K  of  rii4i»ixHflfBn*tliiriiin»  will 

'-  the  iwft^fiicai  siiotacicMii'  TlM'pafl^|eiia«tl«^ming  of 
'"  thefbrnigatraopBUnlkdaiuV  «h&  of 

tli8  coamijr)  ttertMmi^tliii  blaoiibafo 
the  iatomiptiancif  iheoMfMOf  jh(lk0^'  anil,  Urcodipkte 
zUf  t^  tn^}»  sa  yMM^-^'irt^^  ai  the 

migbhiiiifM|g:poim:tyih«rr  fotCMiv^ta  fdEtatiite  from  arH 
parts.  We  <ianMC.fiifkati^|b^fHgbtlalP<|»«fiido^4^  the 
inifchk6  4ha(tliifmiiiid  tffiimdlMai  btil^g  pelMeaak^  tif 
thc^  n^pofgnanitnlbffoi^  :Wcr  ciMi  4flk»mP,  ill  all  the 
national  coulicfls^^iiio  fuftcieint  iMan^wremedf  our  mif- 
fortttots;  and  thi»4SOfifide»Ml0ii^hfei9«otifi9ce$ w oif^vvliat 
iQEiportantQ  it  19,"  that  th«M2l^|tfo«iohiiig  iiiee/  wbic)^  lirill 
Gomovdinc^  the  i^h^of ^j^riMntbc^iprefem  year^  Ihoutd 
not  be  cxpoftdta  the  danger  0^  heing  iifiifiilvcd ;  fo^,  it 
is  «hi5  diet  vrhich  inaft  p|(o(v<t  the  mdft>  feliitHiy  ritmtdy  to 
the  {iiif<Me9  of  then^bKc!^  it  b  Sf^  ibt  ditt  that  we 
mii&CKpea^he'itftotitiofiiof  public  titftn^ttilKty,  the  inRU 
tution  of  a  regular  edacstii^n  .for  the  ii^liDMt  youth,  and 
efpecially  the  means  of  diicipHningand  procuring  fubfiftence 
for  the  iodrgcfit  nobility;  it  is  in  the  dkt^hat  the  power  re« 
fides  of  eftabliOiing  a  goyerttment  capable  of  confolidating 
its  independence,  as  m^  at  hofliw  as  abroad.  We>  (hould 
riffc  the  goods  «feds  *lo  be  Mpefttd  fvosa  it,  add>  perhaps^ 
Cse^mcewxtry  auaihilated  with  the  very  name  of  the  Jtiflg- 
dom^t^Mapd^  didw6.n^confoi«i»  in  tftM  hoMing  of  this 
diof^  ^  <he  uftml  ftrtuaKties  of  unanimity.  Pbr  this  rea- 
foo)  iuh^flg  n^  other  vb^e^  but  to  piit  an-  end'  vo  the  pre- 
fent  tlooMs«y  and  to  preveikt  the  fniifertunes  with  which 
'  weare.fhiseaaenadt  wtrflad'earfelres  called  vptffi  to^  prot^ide 
agailtf'thciiicsrrt^iitM  A^thisdiHby  any  porfon  wharib- 
•      '  *«  ever; 
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<<  ever;  and  at-^l  themctnt  ^fctibrd  by^che  laws  could 
<^  not  effeS  this  ^rpofe»  no  ocbtt  method  reamnsu  as  but 
*<  that  traced  out  to  lu  bjr  our  ^nceftors  in  the  inoft  tumal- 
■*  tuous  periodsi  and  which  has  been  ibllowed  by  our  con- 
*^  temporary  biethren.  And  that  w«  majr.oot  fall  tbevifilins 
<*  of  the  powers  that  menace  u^  we  adopt  the  ospedknt 
*<  praAi&d  at  preceding  pettodlf  ahd  undertake  to  form  age* 
**  neral  confederation  of  all  theilatet  of  thecrowAof  Pobd 
«<  and  grand  duchy  of  Lithuania*  which  is  what  we  now 
«<  tSeA  by  the  piefent  zSt :  we  con£Bdecate  together  fpr  the 
<*  common  defencct  and»  aftet  renouocifig  all  private  diHen- 
<<  lions,  we  join  and  unite  together  by  an  iodiflbluble  bond) 
^•with  the  view  of  maintaioipg  the  dignity  of  the  throne, 
*<  the  holy  Roman  Catholic  religioOt  and  ^U  our  rights.  Aa* 
«« xious  to  make  this  confederation  publip  as  foon  as  poible, 
<<  and  to  difpiay  it  in  all  its  vigour;  we  name  for  marflials  of  the 
*«  confederations,  vie.  for  that  of  the  crow^,  with  all  tbepro' 
**  vinces  in  its  dependence,  M.  Adam  Ludzin  PooiniiUy  grand 
<«  mafler  of  the  faoufehdd  of  the  crown,  and  for  that  of  the 
*^  grand  duchy  of  Lithuania,  prince  Michael  Radxivil,  fword- 
«<  bearer  pf  the  tadi  duchy.  We  engage  them  at  the  faoie 
<«  time  to  take  the  oath,  according  to  the  ufual  form,  befofe 
<*  they  enter  upon  their  fun0ioos«  &c/' 

(jlj  Almcrial  of  the  Delegation^  addrejftd  to  the  Minfi^i 
the  Kini  efPruJfia. 
<*  The  delegation  of  the  republic  have  already  more  than 
^*  once  tranfmitfed  notes  to  the  minifiers  <^  the  three  neigh 
<*  bouring  courts,  to. complain,  during  the  ncgociation»  of 
<<  the  treaty  of  ceffion,  and  efpecialiy  4nee  they  are.<}onviti^ 
5*  that  the  powers  never  ceafed  advancing  their  UwA^  ^^'^ 
«« the  fiates  of  the  republic,  which  is  contrary  to  the  letter  of 
«<  the  conventbn  of  Peterfburgh.  The  delegjfition  have  alfo 
«<  fent  adeputation  to  themto  confer  on  the  fame  futjeds  ^ 

<<  finally^  they  have  folecanly  deputed  pprfons  to  #  tb'^ 

fi^yrts 


«*flta 


F   H    E    S    £    R    I    C   K'      II.  3.69 

*^  coMTtij  wilh'the  hope  tImtTuch  a  procedure  might  Wcome 
•«  the  true  means  bf  preventing  fubfeqaeht  iinterprizes,  and  of 
'*  putting  an  end  to  thofe  troubles  which  affli£t  Poland. 
*•  Every  day,  however,  ^Wviees  arc  received  thatthe  fron- 
^^  tiers  of  the  republic  are  Arbitrarily  rendered  more  limited 
^'  in  tlieir  boundaries;  no  other  refource,  therefore,  remains  for 
«<  tkem,bat  to  siddretfsthemfelves,inthe  riioft  decided  manner^ 
♦*  to  M.  Benoit,  mtbifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  majefty  thte 
*^  king  of  Pruifia,  andtddemand  of  hihfi^  if,  the  late  treaty  be«- 
*'  ingobferved  hy4<mt  of  theconcraifting  powers,  they  will 
<*  all  be  equally  difpojBrd  to  its  obfervance  by  the  reciprocal 
^^  good  -office^  of  guavahttes  and  mediatoBs. 

•*  The  republic^  fuUy  Qonvinced  of  its  right  to  all  its  ppf- 
^'  feflioils,  iblemj}}^  {onatofts  a^ainft  every  point  which  faa^ 
♦«  or  may  be  e^eded^ 'fince  the  fignature  of  the  faid  treaty, 
<«  contrary  ta  its  tenor^  fcferving  to  itfdf  the  fame  right  ta- 
<<  warda  the  tbr^  powers,,  in  the  dafe  that,  even  previous  to 
^<  the  faid  treaty,  they  nqay  haveoccupi^  more  territory  than  is 
"  ftipulated  in  the  convention  of  Peterfburgh,  the  bafis  of  the 
^^  treaty*  In  clatihiog.  on  this  fubjed  the  &cred  guaranty 
^^  of  the  two  Impierial  GOttstS)  with  refpe£t  to  the  king  of 
(^  Pruflia,  iherepubik  requires,  in  like  manner,  the  guaranty 
'^  of  that  monarch,  fiiould  any  of  thtpther  two  courts  pafe 
•c  the  Ihnatft  exprefied  in  the  comention  of  Peter(burghs  fo 
(«  that  the  republic  ma/ not  fufFer  the  fmalleft,  diminudon 
•<  of  her  frontiers.  On  principles  as  juft,  the  delegation  muft 
'*•  defire,  that,  hcfove  (he  mediation  of  thcfe  refpedive  coufIs 

*  can  have  effe^k^tHc  troops  f»f  any  power  whatfo«ver,  wljich 
'(  have  occupied  any  part  of  ihe  country  fmce  the  (ignature 
f  of  the  lats  trealyt  ihottid  tvacdata  it  wit|fiQut  delgy  ^  ^nd 
«  thatf  tihtil  the  fqlenm  ad}.vftment  of  tei'rltories  Aiputated^ 
<  the  convention;  be  no  mote  (&  extenfively  interpreted  to  the 

♦  manifeft  detrin^nfi  pi  the  republic.  Sighed^  Anthony  Of- 
«  trowfti,  biihop  of  Ctfjdvias;  Adam  Louis  Poninfki,  marihal 

V  a*.;!!.  B  b  .  **  of 
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<*  of  the  confederation ;   Michael  prince  Ra^ivUy  fword- 
^<  bearer  and  marihal." 

(j2)M(fmmahfM.  Bimt^  Miviftfr  rfibi  King  ofPruffia. 
'  ^  The  underfigned  has  the  honour  to  deliver  to  bis  ex- 
*'  edlency  the  grand  chancellor  of  the  crown,  as  prefidentof 
>*  the  delegation,  the  geographicid  chart  of  the  new  ftat^s  of 
**:his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia,  fnch  as  they  have  been 
**  ceded  to  him  in  the  late  treaty  with  the  republic  of  Pohnd, 
'<*  as  an  equivalent  for  the  claims  his  majefly  had  on  that 
*^  kingdom.  It  is  demonftrated  by  Ais  chart  that  the  limits 
•*  traced  on  it  are  fuch  as  they  are  determined  to  be  by  Ar* 
"  tide  II.  of  the  treaty  of  ceffion ;  nor  can  any  other  inter- 
^<  pretation  be  given  to  it,  but  by  totally  altering  the  fenfe, 
}^  and  falling  into  manifeft  contradidions ;  as  the  under- 
^<  iigned  has  fuiEciently  proved  at  the  time  of  the  negociation, 
^<  and  in  the  anfwer  which  he  gave  to  the.objedions  made  by 
«'  the  delegation  on  this  fubjed  rtfpefiing  Article  IX.  and 
**  its  fupplcmcnt. 

*•  The  river  Nctzc  being  entirely  ceded  to  the  king  my 
*<  mafter^  it  muft  necefiarily  be  from  its  mouth  unto  its 
^  fources,  and  both  ihores  comprifed  in  the  ceffion  ;  with- 
*^  out  which  his  majefty  could  not  exercLfe,  in  its  whole  ex- 
<*  tent,  his  right  of  property  where  the  ceffion  in  his  favour 
"^^^las  been  foabfolute,  and  which  he  ought  confequently  to 
<^  be  able  todifpofe  of  according  to  his  pleafure,  which  could 
«'  not  be  the  cafe,  were  the  two  banks,  as  apparently  in  the 
-«<  prcfent  inflance,  to  be  difputed  with  him,  they  being  in- 
^<  difpenfably  neceflary  for  him.  It  follows  from  this,  that 
^C'  it  is  abfolutely  requifite  to  give  the refpedive  commiffioners^. 
«<  who  are  to  regulate  the  limits,  fufficiently  ample  inftrudiona 
*^  to  enable  them  fuccefsfully  to  negociate  concerning  this 
^  point :  for,  if  the  intention  be  to  give  Article  IX.  of  the 
<<  treaty  of  ceffion  a  conflrudtion  different  from  that  which 

•'  I  have 
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*^  t  have  explained  above,  it  would  only  prove  an  ufeleft 
*<  obftacle  to  a  matter  which  it  is  the  intereft  of  both  ftates  to 
**  terminate  as  fooo  as  poffible." 

(73)  This  ineitiorial  refenibles  all  the  others ;  it  tends  to 
prove  that  the  chart  of  the  limits  delivered  to  the  delegation 
is  diredly  conformable  to  the  tenor  of  the  treaty  of  ceffion^ 
and  that  the  objedions  which  they  bad  thought  proper  to 
make  could  hot  deSroy  it.  It  finidies  with  the  declaration 
that  the  king  adheres  inviolably  to  this  chatty  and  regards  it 
as  the  only  bafis  of  the  demarkation  • 

(74)  On  the  20th  of  January,  1778,  prince  j^aunltz  de* 
livered  to  the  Pniffian  envoy,  and  the  other  minifters  of  fa* 
reign  courts  refiding  at  Vienna,  a  metAorial^  of  which  the 
following  is  the  fubftance  : 

*^  That  her  majefty,  the  emprefs-queen^  had  claims  on  tht 
•*  Bavarian  fucceffion,  originating  from  a  right  of  reverfion 
*^  of  the  fiefs  bolden  in  capite  in  Bohemia^  from  an  expec- 
**  tativc  on  the  county  of  Mindelheim  in  Swabia,  and  from 
"  an  efFedual  inveftiture  given  by  the  emperor  Sigifmund  to 
*'  the  houfe  of  Auftria;  that  the  eledof  palatine  had  ac-^ 
"  knowledgcd  thefe  claims ;  that  her  majefty,  the  emprefs- 
*'  queen,  had,  indeed,  marched  a  fufficient  body  of  troops 
^^  towards  Bavaria^,  as  the  elector  palatine  had  taken  poifef- 
"  fion  of  the  ftates  of  Bavaria ;  but  that,  all  mifunderftanding 
**  having  been  removed  fo6n  after,  the  greateft  part  of  them 
"  was  recalled,  and  no  more  were  fufFered  to  enter  than  what 
**  were  nece&ary  to  take  pofleffion  of  the  country/' 

The  king  replied  by  a  memorial  of  the  7th  of  Febroar/j 
wherein  he  teftifies  his  aftoniHiment  at  the  attempt  of  the 
crown  of  Bohemia  to  confider  diftrids  of  the  Upper  Palatinate 
fts  fiefs  devolved  on  it,  the  reverfion  of  which)  without  any 
exception  whatever,  was  fecured  to  the  palatine  houfe  by 
the  peace  of  Weftphalia,  in  default  of  that  of  Bavaria.  He 
ftflced  how  an  Imperial  expedative,  given  without  the  con* 
B  b  2  feat 
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fent  of  the  eai{>tre,  could  difmeoiber  W  htt^  dd^y  id 
eleaoi*ate,  appertaining  to  all  ttie  braiAtHes'  eHF  the  p^^tine 
houfc,  in  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  Pavii^  «f  th*  goMerf  »*ll, 
and  the  peace  of  Weftphalia  ?  How  it  was  poffiUe  for  the 
eIe<Stor  palatine  to  enter  into  a  covenant  refpe^ing  fuch 
objedls,  and  cede  to  a  foreign  houfe  fo  unportaot  a  part  of  the 
ancient  patrimony  of  his  own,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  colla- 
teral pafatine  branches  and  the  allodial  heirs  ?  ^  He  added, 
that,  as  his  majeAy  the  emperor  had  feized  on  fome  diftrids 
of  Bavaria,  w&ich  fie  confidered  as  vacant  iibefs.of  the  em- 
pire, it  was  to  be  hoped  that  his  majcfty's  intention  was  not 
to  continue  to  occupy  them  by  troops' of  Hie  boii&^  liAr^iter- 
wife  to  dtfpofe  ef  theol  but  with  riio  Gbn^rrflAce  «f  the 
empire,  in  troilformify  to  article  11^  of  lib  capfftofation: 
that  the  king,  as  a  prince  of  the  empirs,  ctmld.  not  view 
with  indiiTerenctf  fuch  finguhif  arranguttentt^  wftich  feemed 
to  promife  effects  highly  difadvantageoti«  to  the  tftaj)liihed 
fyilem  of  the  empif e :  that  bis  m^efiy  ebrpeded^  from  the 
juftke  and  greatnefs  of  mind  of  their  Imperrai  fiiajefties,  that 
they  would  iiilen  to  amicable  explanation^^  irt  ofder  todif' 
cover  means  of  arranging  the  Bavarian  fuceeffion^  in  a  man^ 
ner  conformable  to  the  rights  of  the  differenrt  parties  iote« 
reded,  and  to  the  conflitutions  of  the  Germanic  body. 

The  prince  deKaunitz,on  the  16th  oi F.chvuatf,.zticmfi^ 
a  reply.  On  the  9th  of  March,  the  king  feilt  a  frefb  tkt* 
morial  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  iii*wfaich  he  coaclades  by  rt* 
quiring  their  Imperial  majefties  t&  reftore  iliatteTs  to  the 
footing  on  which  tBey  flood  at  the'  death  of  the  ek&or  of 
Bavaria,  and  to  fubmit  to  conciliatory  dieafures  for  arranging 
jhe  Bavarian  fucceflion  in  fuch  a  way  as  to  prefer**  thecqtfi^ 
Librium  of  the  empire,  as  well  2^  its  conftitutmis  and  the 
peace  of  Weftphalia,  and  to  fccure  the  rights  and  Inlcrefti 
of  the  ele(3or  of  Saxony,  of  the  princes  palatinty  and  oftht 
dukes  of  Mecklenbourg* 

The  Imperial  cotut  replied  by  a  .ntemorial  of  th»  ift  <>^ 
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April,  and  declared,  That  the  cmprefs-quecn  would  no 
longer  «nter  mto  a  difcuflion  of  -her  rights;  that  fhe  would 
.l)ot  r<;linqMfli  ^r  pofieiions  legally  acquired ;  thatjuftice 
fliould  be  done  to  thofc  who  might  -have  pretenfions ;  but 
tbdti^ainjefty  would  n&v^ir  pero^k  a  prince.'of  tbe  empire 
io  take  iyion  blai  to  fet  hjMislf  up  ad  the  arbiter  or  guardian 
.of  her  cQ-^ate&,  ^nd  to  coat^  ber  rights ;  that  .ihe  knew 
jbow  tp  d^fieDd  k^ftdf^  and  even  attack  wbpeYer  fliould  tbtt« 
ri^ader  .rAlidance  oecefiary ;  tb^c  flic  was  wfUing,  neverthe- 
Je(s,  to.adqpt-alladiiiiiSbk  aneaas  which  might  be  fuggefted 
^qr  tke  as^^intej^ance  of  the  general  tranquillity.. 

The^ipg  badiepairedto  SileH^  at  the  begitiiiing  of  .April'. 
The  eoiperor^  who  .arrived  at  the  fan^  tifloe  in  Bohemia^ 
wi;Qte^o  him.oa  the  ijth,  pr^^ofing  to  his  ms^fiy  ^  CQn" 
iCUialory  convention. 
Jn.tbjs  Jeti9ir,  the  eoiperor  propofejl  to  the  king  <*  fimply 
to  ;»j9knQwlie4ge  the  validity  of  the  convention,  enxcred 
la^Xb^:3d  of  January,  between  the  emprefs-queen  and 
the  ^le<3or  palatine,  as  well  ^as  the  i^itimacy  of  the  pof*- 
fei&on  pf  tb;e  dlftri£is  of  Bavaria,  occupied  in  confequenoe 
by  his  in;yefiy,  and  to  fufTer  peaceably  the  excbasn^s  to  be 
^caFried.illto  execution^  which  the  emprefs-queen  mighc 
mak^  with  tbe  eleiSlor  palatine,  either  of  Bavari^,  or  of 
fome  Qtberj)art.  That,  in  return,  the  fi^prefs- queen 
'  ^wAuld.acknowledge  the  validity  ef  the  incorpocatio;i  of  the 
countries  of  A^ipach  .^d  B^re^th  with  ^he  patrimony  of 
the  haufe  of  Brandenbourg^  and  f^ffer  .^very  excharvge  to 
be  tQOJnpiletisd  which  cnjgbt  be  ma^e  of  tbefe  i:ountries,  as 
it^jght  fuit  bis  PruiQian  ms^y.** 
A  ^correfpandence  took  -place  on  this  occa^on  between 
the  two  fovere^gas.  Thp  lowing  are  iwo  pf  .the  ^king's 
anfwers: 
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f^etterfrom  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  thi  Empir$r. 

SchoeiiwaI4e,  14th  April,  i^yS* 

^<  MY  qoOD  BROTHER, 

*<  I  have  received,  with  the  greateft  poffible  fatisfadioni 
*<  the  letter  your  Imperial  majefty  has  been  fo  good  asto\irrite 
»*  me.  I  have  neither  miniflcr  nor  fcribe  with  mej  your 
*'  Imperial  majefty  muft  be  contented  with  the  anfwer  of  an 
*9  old  foldier,  who  writes  to  you  with  probity  and  franknefs, 
**  on  one  of  the  mod  important  fubjeds  that  politics  have 
<^  furniflied  for  a  long  time.  No  perfbn  defires  more  than  I 
>*  do  to  maintain  peace  and  good  harmony  between  the  pow- 
*^  ers  of  Europe ;  but  there  are  bounds  to  every  thing;  and 
*'  cafes  fo  arduous  will  fometimes  occur,  as  to  render  good- 
"  will  alone  infufficicnt  for  the  purpofes  of  maintaining  an 
^'  undifturbcd  tranquillity.  Will  your  majefty  permit  mc 
<<  clearly  to  explain  to  you  the  (late  of  the  queftion  refpeding 
**  our  prcfcnt  differences?  The  queftion  is,  Whether  an 
**  emperor  can  at  his  pleafure  difpofie  of  the  fiefs  of  the  cm- 
«•  pire  i  If  we  adopt  the  affirmative,  thefe  fiefs  become  fo 
«*  many  Timariots,  •  hoJden  only  for  life,  and  which  the 
*•  Sultan  may  difpofe  of  at  the  death  of  the  poQefibr;  Now, 
M  this  is  contrary  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms,  and  to  the  ufages, 
•*  of  the  Roman  empire.  None  of  the  princes  will  concur 
•^  in  it :  each  of  them  will  invoke  the  feudal  law,  which  fc- 
^*  cures  thefe  pofleflions  to  his  defcendants  ;  nor  will  ^nJ 
*»  one  be  found  to  confent  to  cement  againft  himfclf  the 
•♦  power  of  a  defpot,  who  fooner  or  later  will  defpoil  him 
**  and  his  children  of  his  immemorial  poffeffions.  This  it 
f*  is  which  has  made  the  whole  Germanic  body  cry  out 
f'  againft  the  violent  manner  in  which  Bavaria  has  bipen  in« 

f  Thp  king  here  meant  Timers ;  for  thus  the  military  tcnur?3 
are  palled  ,af^ong  the  Tvrks ;  the  foldiers  who  hpld  thefe  land$  arc 
failed  Timariotiy 

ff  yadec|. 
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^  vaded.     As  for  me,  as  a  member  of  the*  emfitre,'  and  as 

*  haTing  renewed  the  treat jr  »rf  Weftphalia  hy  that  of  Hu- 

*  bertfboiifgs  I  find  myfelf  diredlly  caliedupon  to  maintain  the 

*  imowittities,  the  Kbcrtie«,and  rights  of  the  Germanic  body, 

*  as  well  as  the  Impcriat  capitulations  by  which  the  powet* 

*  of  the  head  of  the  empire  is-limked,  in  ord^r  to  guard 
«  agaiaft  the  abtifes  to  which  he  might  proceed  in  cohfe- 

*  quence  of  his  preeminence.  This,  fire,;  is  the  true  ftatc 
^  of  things.     My  perfonal  intereft  has  not  the  fmalleft  con- 

*  cero  with'  it ;'  but  I  am  perfuaded,  that  your  majefty  would 
«  yourf43)f  regard  me  as  a  cowardly  man,  unworthy  of  youi* 
^  efteem,  could  I  bafely  fabmh  to  facrifice  the  rights,  immu*^ 

*  nities,'  and  privileges,  which  the  other  eledors  and  myfclf 

*  have,  received  from"  owranccftors.     1  continue  tofpeak  t& 

*  you  with  the  fame  franknefs.    I  love  and  honour  your  pcN 

*  fon.     It  will  he  certainly  very  hard  for  me  to  be  obliged 

*  to  fight  againft  a' prince. endowed  with  excellent  qualities; 
^  and  whom  I  perfonally  eftieem.   The  following  ideas,  tbeif; 

*  fuch  as  they  ftrike  my  feeble  underftanding,  I  fubmirto 
«  the  fuperior  judgnWnt  of  your  Im^rial  itoajetly.  I  «dn- 
^  fcfs  that  Bavaria,  accdidrng  to  the  right  of  convenience^ 
'<  may  fuit  the  Impei^al  h^afe;  hut,  arevery  other  fort  df 
•«  right  isdiredly  oppofed  to  it  in  this  pofl^okl,  is  there  no 
'^method  of  finding  an  equivalent  to  fatlsfy  the 'duke  des 
^<  Deux-Ponts?  Cannot  we  difcover  wherewithal  to  in- 
"  demnify  the  eleftor  of  Saxony  with  refpeft  to  his  claims  on 
«<  the  Bavarian  fucceffioh  ?  The  Saxohs  make  their  pretch^ 
^«fions  amount  td  37  miUioni  of  florins;  but  they  would 
"  certainly  abate  fomething  in  fav^our  of  peace.  It  i«1h  fuch 
«<  pro^fitions,  not  forgetting  the  duke  of  Metrklenboiifg, 
'«  that  your  Imperial  majefty  will  fee  me  joyfully  coticur^as 
"  they  would  be  conformable  to  what  my  duty  add  thefitii- 
6«  ation  I  occupy  demand  of  me.  I  do  affiire  your  majefty 
"  that  I  would  not  explain  myfelf  to^'niy  brother  with  moi'e 
'*  freedom  than  I  have  the  honour  to  do  to  you,    I  entreat 

3  b  4  "  f>M 
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^^  nf  Aur^Mi'ii  g'Bui i tidy  jce|gn 'fnigi at. 
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"^  ■  ^'^y  ttB  is  iifnjinigd,  ss  3 ttmk  5Eebbi iiis  icoHRXHie  r 
**  yirilFV' xn 'Wwas  TD  rtliexrrctc  m  3tBon  wm4i>  aiinavv  ac* 
^^Jovrinncl  vas  xxxit  s^gscaiiie  at^c^^ps.  icSuiuuui*. 
''^  xnTwruxU  ^izat  ig  in  t,il  nnt^B  is  ftrrh  aAmgjL^ -as  srtic. ifc 

•'aidzfe  wrn.iAiJj.ig  wmiici  firnaT-is>  Xins  is  ^1  :tkaciB: 
*^«Di)'2kE  iiit>ia^aQKi  yriTTrl^ip  I  ij  1  ^iM^jiiBij.  tatry j^a^tn- 
'^  -yW:  tixat  I  zm  "fedtm^  ym:  the  .iiMitL  ^te  Id  xle  ^r  r 
^^  oiuiical  J~ns£HSci  •!  mmyr  rimr  Emmma ,» ike  tairi'^TTncs  ice*' 
*^rtx)  iisivir  JKsnxitkt!]  4iKeuvifiimjiuMrii^^Jl^     H^licaniv 

^tDdIfBTi1ca2::tmlsikHcBs^  siidI«BqBfi,sii0«e2idU  afaa:  v^ 
•s^  JiTijgiia]  majs&v  'mil  iiavL  tiie  |^^i^"  ^  Jx>  ^^"tdr'  o: 
'^  ■&— g'l  i!jii  r  ILiitgTmnB  iFviiccb  J  fa^gs  the  Ickertr  ot  luon 
*<tiqg:tDyp- iiihMi.1  kiwi,  ittiBp»  w^  Jig  ^jgbdfrettff 
"^ and  jig  moft  i^MiiiQ  xis^jliiL, 


•**  Sciwrinvadflfeey  aptb  J^yi^^  jp 

^'^  IQxstfaii^  csmig  mnstL  ^tinhsai  iaa  yam  JXQjpeiaa)  mate' 
^liiasi.tiK  csblixtim)  ~^nui  iie^XDrtsyc^  fiil]  TT-mrtnaTn- 
<»3»aUayatee  iavpeadh^ &ixixv,  viiuch xinsatCBs  loans- 
**  iflBBcant  jattans.  Tig  luaaSL^  Jhe,  ^iRhJah  ibt  m* 
^  iUuftpiiHS  iRsnjuiEE  iiavs  xnczr  tiisii  g^^jp^j,  40e  iiur 
[  izuuiy  inadik,  who  fisurifaag  o  Hrr^^  ^ 
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<<  loor  aoddieircocdjtS ;  but  the  booiities  of  {cwttdgjifs  to# 
*^  wands  didr  fellow^'creatures  are  attributed  to  them  zhntf 
* '  iiiafjMcb  as  thejr  depend  oDihe  goodneb  of  their  A^uSttt^ 
^<  as  well  as  t)n  dit'eleiratioa  of  tbeir  ^eoitts.  Them  is  i» 
*^  fort  of  repotation  to  which  your  majefiy  nuqr  aotaijpirea 
^^  whether  bjr deeds  of  i»lour,  mt  by  a&B  of  a^oderatioa.  I  ^- 
^*  lieve  jrou  as  capiihle  of  ^e  oac  as  of  the  other  ^  Md  jr^iur 
*'  Im^i^l«u^7  ma^  be  pertuaded  that  I  Aallad  docH 
<'  de%,*  land  ieod  mffelf  wkb  good  £ath  to  alj  the  mcM% 
^'  of  condltalMKi  ihat  «iajr  he  4>ropo&d  to  pr^ireot;  Ihe  «flii^r 
<*ilQaof  aiwoqnu  Up^:  an4  to  aM  thisXAHiftiaaitHraUj 
^'  be  led  bj  fJBStwcilts  of  adaiirttion  for  youf^  pe<^^»  tht 
'*  froiboofl  ifflpreffioof'of  which  ihall  n^ev^ .  be  -er^dicaied 
'<  from  HDjfijhfB^fr*  i^^our  fm^efty  be  ^oooviiiiMdi  ^hat»  if 
I*  J  4)j)fre:^^asii|tl0d  ttyfelf  iq  dijdo^  Ksyw  the  feobaientf 
'''Ihf«f^.  N^  yod  perfofially^  if  is  <he  ^le  aiid/ii»ple.  iixH 
^<  pieAaiiof^tr«th..:  Ihi^i^he^aocu(ed<ifbr«iif;fm^ 
^<  cattier  ifaui  a  laiosfor,  ^not  0m  I  ^pMe  of  &tpipg  whft  I 
^  -  ddnoC  ditlik.  UiUil  it>iaii£Et  yoiv  Impeiial  niajeftf  to  lay 
^'  down  I'qgukitieris  for  the  iospbrtaiyt  nefodatioQ  io  quef- 
^<  tion,  I  beg  you  to  belitve  me,  Vtih  all  the  fenttmcnts  of 
'Mhe  m<^  pcyifea  <A«mi  ^ml  the  hsgheft  coiifideraaan, 

5^  Y^r-in^efty's  good  brother  andcoufia. 

The  khig,  09  ^  i'2d,  of  *A|)ril,  made  the  following  aafwcr 
to  the  meiDdrial  of  Ihe  t&  of  the  lame  month  :  «*  That  his 
^'  Fniffim  ma^^Ay  did  not  merit  fudi  reproaches ;  diat  he 
F'  did  fliohpr^teed  to«re&  himfelf  into  an  arUter  or  guaidtan 
''  of  his  eo-^ftateti;  bat  that  he  thought  himielf  authorized, 
'*  and-even  obl^d,  to  proteft«againft  the  difmemherment,  no 
^*  Jeis  ^bk^ary  than  openly. ui^uft,  of  the  Bavarian  fucoef- 
^  fumi  diat  the  mainteaaace  of  the  general  tranquillity,  and 
•^  of  the  good  vndBtftandiflg  ^betwteen  the  two  courts,  were 
<  objefis  he  had  nqt  lefs  at  hc^ut  than  their  imperial  majefties. 
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<<  you  to  refied  oo  what  I  bate  taken  the  litofey  to  r^pgUTent 
<*  to  you-;  for>  fuch  is  the  fad  in  qudtion.  The  fincocffion 
«<  of  Aofpach  is  entirely  foreign  firom  k.  :  Ouir  rigkia  are  To 
<<  legitimate^  that  00  perfon  can  render  them  a  fttbje&of  Iki- 
^  gatioa.  It  was  that  Van  Swieteh  «rho  fy6b9  to  the  «boiit 
<<  it,  I  recoUed,about  4  or  5  years  ago,  and  who  told  die  ^at 
^*  the  Imperis^l  ooort  wotdd  be  very  glad  if  there  was  mf  ex* 
*^  change  to  be  propofed,  as  I  took  from  bis  court  the  ma* 
^*  jority  of  voices  in  the  circle  of  Franconia^  and  mf  iieigh-' 
1«  boorhood  was  not  agreeable  near  Egra  ip  Bobeaoia.  i 
«*  anfwered,  that  he  need  not  be-io  ftich  -a  harry,  as  the  OB^f' 
<«  grave  of  Anfpach  was  in  veryrigbod  lieaFth,  and  dnt  the 
^  i>dds  were  thftt  be  wouiditm^ive  me<  .This  b  ail  thatpafied 
V*oii  the  fubjed,  and  your  ImlKrial  majefty  may  be  perfaa-* 
<^''ded  that  I  am  feHir>g  you  thb  tfluth.  c.As  totiie.4»ft  fiie<» 
^*  morial  ireoeivod  froin  prince  Kaimttz^theiTsi^d  prihce .ibem 
*^  to  have  becii  rather  peeviib  tat  draavnigit  \ip*  The  ahfwer 
**-  can.only  arrive  here  in  eight  dkys-*  1  oppofe  mf  phrlegm 
ff  tO'his  vivacimis faHies*;  and  lekpeA^'aboiile all,  tbsit  your 
^' Imperial  majefty  wtUbave  the  goednefs  to  decide  on  the 
*f  fiivlere  reprefontit^ibns  which  Itake  the  liberty  of  fubmit- 
f^tit^  to  ybur  confickration,  beiiig$  wi^  the  Ughfift^e^Pi 

f<  and  the  ihoA<|5eifc4  ^l^^^» 

:/  **  Your  ImpoijaJ  majefiy's  gpod  brother  and  coufio, 

^t^iT  lMi4r  to  tbt.  ^mperar^  in  th  Kin^*S  ((wn  bani-writing. 
.*•  Schartwald^  aath  April,  17,78. 

<<  MY  GQQD^  BItOTHERy 

.  «!  Nothing  cSin  .he  ^oH  glorious  for  ypwr  J^Tlp?ria^  quije% 
<«  t^an. the  fcfotution:  you  deign  to  ukd»  ftill  toi^ndeavour 
•i.totaMay  ehe  i^ip^ndtng  ftorm,  wjiich  threacci^s  fo  »roany 
M  iniiQceflt  natiw*8.  T^ie  fucceffss,  fire,  whi^  tliQ  «)ofi> 
V  iIW<bk>us.  warriors  have  dver  th^ir  enemies,  are  fliared 
t*  aaop^  many  hfads,  who  co|itrit|t;|tc  to  them  by  ti^k  va- 
^  *•  lour 
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(( lour  aod  their  condud  ;  but  the  bouodes  of  taweta^ifs  to* 
**  war4i  ^cir  feUpw^-creatures  are  attributed  to  th^ m  ^ibne^ 
*<  iiiafnittcbas  they  depend  on  the  goodAe&of  tbeudb^ra^v^ 
*'  as  well  as  t)n  theelevatUMi  of  their  genius,  .  There  is  na 
*^  fort  of  reputation  to  which  your  xnajefty  nuf  not  ai^oi 
*'  whether  by  deeds  of  vsdour,  orby  aAsof  xnoderatio^*  .t1>e-' 
<*  lieve  you  as  capi^le  of  tfie  5nie  at  of  the  other  ^  9Uft4  jK^^ 
^'  Iinffefi^l'inajefty  may  bp  pe;rfuade4  that  14bMr9£k  ^Ofdy 
*'  dedlj^  }aod  lend  n^y/eil  with  good  faith  to,  ail)  the  mqin^ 
^'  of  mncil^ition  that  /nay 'he  4>ropofed  tp  f^fyeqt\ther«fi^r 
<*  iioa  'Of  in^QPiiU  blp^ :  :ai><)  to  aH  this  rlifO^uft  niat»ral>y 
''  be  led  by^  iieatitf^lits  of  admiration  fpr  youf;  per^n,  th« 
"  pro^Dfl  Jmpreffioni'of  ^j^rfaicb  (hall  nievpribe  er^icated 
"  firpfP  .WiKi>*P<^^'  i^f  ycHir  umjcfty  be  Qonvihced,  ihat,  if 
<!  1 4mreJpas(ifcjed  myfi^lf  In  difciofiflg  to  you  the  fentiments 
<'  <I  hfHIil-  40t  you  f)<r&Hial{y»  it  l«  the  ^re  and/ifvpliB  im^ 
^<  preflp^n  <>f  ^  tmitb..:Ib^ebe^Aaocufed  of  being  ftnci^reft 
*<  ratl^r  4%a«  a  9aHi»r(9fii  nor.ifat  I  ^t^pMe  of  fa^ipg  -vtrh^t  I 
*'  do  fiot  tbiftlc*  U^til  i|>i«ii(c6  yolK  Imperial  niajiefty  to  lafy 
^' ddwn  Fqgtikcioiii  for  the  important  negociation  in  quef- 
*^  tion,  I  beg  you  to  belifeve  me,  >Yith  all  the  fentimchts  of 
^'theHKlft  peyjftfdi  tftbQV  4|Ad  the  higheft  corifiderationt 

i^  Y^r  fn^jefty's  good  brother  and  coufin, 
<«  Freds&ick/' 

T^eicitig,^  on  Hhie  i^zd,  of 'April,  made  the  following  anfwcr 
to  the  itiemdriai'of  <be  tft  of  the  lame  month  :  *•  That  his 
"  IVttffiftn  oiaiefty  did  not  merit  fuch  reproaches ;  that  he 
**  did^iolipr'bteodtoer^ft  himfelf 'into an  arbiter  or  guardian 
*'  bfrhis  ^o-^ftateti;  'but  that  he  thought  himfelf  authorized, 
•*  aod'evenoWigedi  toproteft<agiunft  the  difmemhcrment, no 
•*  left  *rbk#ary  than  openly. ui^uft,  of  the  Bavarian  fuccef-' 
•^  fion;diat  the  maintenance  of  the. general  tranquillity,  and 
■  *  offhc  good  undsfflan^ing  ^between  the  two  courts,  were 
"  objcas'bcbad  nqtfcfsajhc^rt  than  their  Ittipcrial  waj^fties. 


t     I     F      E        <0  .  F 

{75)  In  the  laft  memorial  of  ihe  iCPtuic^  Viemia  eSxit 
24th  of  June,  it  is  find,  tka^  iffhefnofofiumsnow  made  wen 
9Mt  ai$^eiMt  tU  tofii'§fapr4Uminary  tmaph  ^«^  amuaili  »- 
rsiigmmt  mufi  Utmm  imiptffibk^  tmd  iwrj  fithftquent  ^xplam^n 

(76)  Extmfi^of  the  treaty/of  pe^cey^fi^ned  at  Tefchen, 
between  the  emprelii^queea  and  the  k^g  t>f  lYiufEa,  13th 
pfMay,  itj79. 

Artklc'I.  There  fliall'be  peace  udirLendibip  betMceeo  the 
contrafiiflg  parties^  Uc 

Art  f  I.  Every  a^  ^  hoftiUty  previeus  to  or  funce  the 
£ommeiiecmeot  of  fhe  -prcfent  war,  fliaU  t>e  forgotten  smm 
it4e<andthe^er« 

Art.  III.  TheGoa^m^fl^partioBeoy^e  to  wnbdraw  their 
ti!<x>ps  from  'the  re^pddiye  ftates  in  futcea  days  iromcbe 
figHtogofitheirMty. 

-Art.  IV.  7%erpriff»aeFsflia]IhecjKd)ai)gedaod.refior€d. 
c. Aft»  V.  AUmiHcaqr  oontributions  iball  oealbfrom  the  day 
of^^SQtng^Ae  UiKily. 

•Art.  VI.  The  contraAing  parties  promife  rautjaallyxo  re- 
flore  fiidi  of  tMr  fubjet^s  as  may  ba|ve  been  cocppelUd  to 
fi^v«the  ofihefipoiiyvr. 

'Art»  VII.  The  xonvention  made  this  day  between  her 
ma^y  the  eia^mfs-queen  00  onepactp  and  the  t^sQox^^' 
]otiiie>and  did&eof  X3ieujc  Fonts  on  theothex,.ihaIlbe  aionexed 
to  the  pr«fent  treaty,  and  guarantied,  as  xvell  as  the  laid 
treaty. 

Art-  VIII.  The  icontra^ing  and  medLatU\g  pow/ers  agree 
to  guaranty,  a«ri  Ao  formally,  guaranty  to.thewhole.pabtine 
houfe,  and  fpecifieally  to  the  houfeof  Birkenfeld,  the&mil/ 
treaties  amd  compos  of  1766,  1774,  and;r774»  inafowch 
as  tt|cy  are  confomiable.io  the  peace  of  Weftphalia,  and  are 
not  derogated  from  by  ceflions  agreed  to  in  the  prefeat  con- 
ventions -and  treaty  j  as  well  as   the  aft  figned  this  day  he- 

twcen 
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t99wn  t&«  ctodor  pakdne  and  tie  doke  of  Douc  Poiitit  re^ 
fpe£Hng  the  obfervance  and  execution  of  the  faidfamiljp  cum- 
psifts^  tvifTch  b  acMoated  to,  arnd  deooed  to  conftitiite  a  pare 
of,  the  prefent  treaty,  asif  inferted  wtsfdforwovd^     . 

Art  IX.  The  particular  convention  made  this  day  on  the 
ft^ea  of  tbe  preteafiene  «f  the  ekaor  of  Saaumfy  dull  he, 
in  likeimanacr^anaeiecci,  and  gaorantr^  by  the  fame. 

Art.  X,  The  emprefs  promifes  not  to  oppofetiKie^imicii 
•f  die  ^rmdpaUtie^eif  Aafpach  and  Bueich  tatbe  iabcri* 
tance  of  Che  bdufe  of  Bratideiibotrg. 

Arc.  JEL  Tfaeempreftwqoeen  and  the  king  are  redprocaUy 
te  renoiiticey  in  caife  of  any  ve-^unioii,  ail  the  pacamounc 
rights  which  they  mxy  have  om  any  parts  of  chofe  coun- 
tries* 

Art^  XII.  Her  ma^fty  the  emprefi-queen,  the  king  of 
Pruflia^  the  eledor  palacitte,  and  the  ddce  of  Deux  Fonts, 
will  jointly  employ  their  good  offices  with  the  emperor  and 
ihe  emrpire,  to  confer  anew  on  the  elefkor  palatine,  for  him- 
felf  add'  (or  all  the  palatine  hovfe,  the  inveftiiure  of  the  fiefs, 
fuuated  partly  in  Bavaria,  partly  in  Swabia,  on  the  famefoot-' 
ing  an  which  they  were  poifefled  by  the  eledor  of  Bavaria. 

Art.  XIV.  The  contrading  parties,  and  all  thofe  who 
have  aoy  ihare  in  the  prefent  treaty,  ihall  engage  the  empe- 
ror and  the  empire  to  accede  to  the  prdTent  treaty,  and  all  the 
u&B  dependtng  on  ic,  and  to  confent  to  them. 

Art,  XV.  The  contFsifiing  parties  (hall  jointly  employ 
their  good  ofices  with  th^  emperor,  to  obtain  for  the  duke 
of  Mecklenbourg  the  unlimited  privilege  ^non  afpellando,  . 
Arc.  XVL  Thremprefs  of  Ituifia  and  the  king  of  France, 
who,  by  their  mediation,  have  chiefly  contributed  to  the 
cenclufion  of  peace,  ihall  be  refuelled  and  invited  by  the 
cuntrafling  parties  to  guaranty  the  prefent  treaty,  and  all  the 
ads  and  conventions  depending  tbereon* 
Arti  X  VIL  The  exchange  of  ratifications  ihall  be  made  at 

Tcfchca 
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Tcrcheii  in  i4  ikyh  rebkoning  froop  At  figiuititte  of  the  pre* 
fcnt^  or  fooner,  if  poffible^ 

A  iisparate  article  relates  otily  to  tbe  accdEon  of  thedeflor 
of  Saxony  to  the  fame. 

The  following  are  the  principal  articles  of  tbe  cotivention 
figned '  tbe  .  fame  day  between  the  emprefs-qoeen  and  die 
doAor  palatine : 

Art.  I.  All  the  diftrids  now  occupied  by  the  hoafe  of 
Attftria  in  Bavaria  and  the  Upper  Palatinate,  Ihall  berefiored 
to  tbe  elector  palatine  and  the  houfe  of  Bavaria,  under  the 
conditions  ftipulated  in  articles  4,  5,  and  6*  Tbe  (aid  elcfior 
renounces  all  pretenfions  which  he  might  have  on  acoount 
of  thu  feizure ;  and  tbe  emprefs-queen,  on  her  fide,  releafes 
the  eleAor  from  tbe  convention  of  the  3d  of  January,  1778, 
and  renounces  for  ever  all  pretenfions  to  the  fucceffion  of 
Bavaria, 

Art.  II.  The  emprefs-queen  cedes^  to  tbe  eledor  pala* 
tine  tbelordfiiip  of  Mindelheim ;  fhe  cedes  to  him  li)^ewife 
all  tbe  claims  of  the  crown  of  Bohemia  oii  the  lordfiiips  of 
Glaucha,  Woldenbourg,  and  Licbtenftein,  belonging  to  the 
count  of  Schoenbourg,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  arrangement 
of  the  clatms  made  by  the  elefior  of  Saxony  on  the-  allodial 
fucceffion  of  the  deceafed  ele^or.  In  fine,  her  majefty  h 
pleafed,  alfo,  to  confer  anew  on  the  eledor  palatine,  and 
all  the  palatine  houfe,  the  fiefs  of  the  crown  of  Bohemia  fitu- 
ated  in  tbe  Upper  Palatinate,  as  pofiefied  by  the  eledors  of 
Bavaria. 

.  Art.  IV.  In  return,  the  ele^r  palatine  cedes  to  the  cm* 
prefs-queen  the  bailiwics  of  Wildfhout.  Braunau,  with  the 
lown  of  that  name,  Maurkirchen^  Fribourg,  Mattigkoven, 
Riedt  Schasrding,  and,  in  general,  all  that  part  of  Bavaria 
fituatcd  between  the  Danube,  the  Inn,  and  the  Salza,  and 
which  depends  on  the  generality  of  Bourghaufcn,  in  its  prc- 
feni  ftaic.  Art.  V. 
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Art*  V,  The  rivera  abQve  naoied  (hall  rejnain  cominoa  tp 
>th  parties  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  ceded  countries  i  fo 
at  neither  of  the  iaid  parties  ihall  be  able  to  eftabliOx  new 
Ilsj  or  interrupt  the  navigation  in  any  manner  whatfoever. . 
Atu  Vh  The  emprefs^queen  promifes,  for  herfelf  and  her 
fcendantSy  never  to  fet  up  any  pretenfiont^  under  any  pre-p 
ict  whatever,  to  any  of  the  other  parts  of  the  flates  of  JBa- 
iria,  &c»  &c. 

The  other  acceding  parties  are  the  duke  of  Deux-Ponts^ 
B  ele^or  palatine,  and  the  elefior  of  Saxony>  by  sLCont 
ntion. 

(77}  On  the  fttbjeft  of  the  privilege  di  non  eppeQando^  a 
eat  oppofitipn  was  formed  before  the  aulic  council  on  the 
ft  of  the  flates  of  Mecklenbourg  and  the  townofRoftock« 
hey  alledged  that  this  privilege  could  not  be  granted  to  the 
ilfef  without  invading  their  privileges.  A  decree  of  the 
;th  of  April,  1781,  rejected  this  oppoiition.  The  empe* 
r,  therefore,  has  accorded  this  privilege  to  the  duke,  but 
th  fome  leftriAions. 

(78}  This  Germanic  league,  or  confederation,  was  figiled 
Berlin  the  23d  of  July,  1785.  The  ratifications  were 
cbangeii  the  21ft  of  Auguft.  This  treaty  has  never  yet 
en  publiflied. 

9)  Firji  Lettirfnom  FnderUi^  then  Prina  Rtyal  of  Prujfta^ 
te  Voltaire. 

*«  8thof  Auguft,  1736. 

*•  SIR, 

*<  Although  I  am  without  the  pleafure  of  enjoying  your 
perfonal  acquaintance,  you  are  not  the  lefs  known  to  me 
by  your  works.  They  are  treafuri^s  of  wit  (if  I  may  be 
allowed  the  ^xpreffion},  and  executed  with  fo  much  tafte 
that  new  beatltics  appear  as  often  as  we  read  thenu    1  flat- 

"ter 
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«•  cer  myMf ^vftb  harrirg  dffeoireredf  Mfhean  iiltfckttadhi  t)f 
«•  theft  in^idtn  author,  who  does  h^tnmP  M  Mt-ag^ud  ta 
**  the  hcmKtti  mind.  Modem  gretdt  Mcfl  wfil  Mit-4fef  fie 
<<  under  tlifs  *oUrg;atidn  to  yoo,  and  ym  akMie,  -flio^M  the 
'<*  qiieftion'6f 'prtf^reneebetweentbem  snd  the  iiiieiciic»  be 
<«  revl^,  'that  jibu  will  Tnciine  the  batattce  bnr  <biir  Bit. 

*<  To'cbe  qaaKt)^  of  aa  excellent  pitet  yo»  add  m  hifiiiiqr 
<<  of  knowledge  in  other  branches^  which  in  trml^  hsrvefeftc 
•*  allmty  with  poetry,  but  haire  been  appropriated  to  h  only 
<<  by  yout  pen.  Nerer  did  poet  exprefs^'amldlNlve  hataiony 
*<  of  verfe,  his  metaphyfical  ideas  ;*  this  honour  was  YCfemrf 
^*  for  you.  It  is  the  tafte  you  difplay  for  philosophy  in  your 
^  writings,  that  indtices  me  toftntf  yovthie  tra«flation  lor- 
••'dercd  to  hi  made  of  the  accufatton  andjliflffieatioifr  «f  M. 
••  Wolf,  the  moft  celebrated  philofbpher  of  our  d^,  Wlio,  fer 
•*  baring  filed  alight  over  the  darkefbparts  of  metstphyfics, 
**  and  for  treating  thefe  difficult  enqutrierhi  9  mannerndHefs 
'^  elevated  than  precife  and  dear,  fs  cruelty  aeciired  of  irreK- 
^'  gioh  and  athc^fm.  Such  is  the  fate  of  great  meir,  theff 
*<  fuperior  genius  always  expofmg  them  to  thremneiionied 
**  (hafts  of  calumny  and  envy. 

**  A  tranflationis  nowexecu!ing,bymyordbr,of  TOlrWf«fj/S 
«<  on  God,  the  Souly  and  thi  ff^ofU^  from  the  pen  of  Ate^feme 
**  author,  which  I  will  fcrtd  ybu  afffooii  as  rt  is  flniftprf}-  and 
•*  1  am  furethat  the  weight  of  evidence  will  ftrilreyttoin^all 
<*  his  propodtions,  which  follow  each  other |;eometrically,  and 
^«  are  connected  like  llilks  of  the  fsftnerhaun 

'*  The  kindnefs  and  countenance  which  you  extend  to 
"  all  filch  as  devote  themfelves  to  thb  arts  and  fciences^  in- 
•*  duce  me  to  hope  that  you  will  not  exclude  /He*  from  the 
«*  number  of  thofe  whom  you  rtiay  find  worthy lofyttdr  in- 
^*  ftruflion  ;  for,  it  is  thus  I  term  a  literary  intextcftrrfir  With 
^  }ou^  which  cannot  tut  be  advantageous  to  eV^ry  dihiking 

'  *  Where  then  is  Lucretius,  &Cti-<f-fTRANS]6A'Voa. 

**  being. 
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being^r  -  fizji  I-«ven  irenftaretb  aitvan^,  wMmut  ittroga^ 
cmg  from  the  merits  of  otberst  that  tit  the*  whole  animfe' 
there  ate  b«t  few  ex<f^^tibtts  lobe  madet^agariiift  thofe  to 
whom  you  niijghtf;tVe  teflb^sv  Wlthotiit  laviflihigiifi4BCeiii^ 
'  unworthy  your  acbeptaiit<at:  I  may  fivfr  <hftr  Idifconer 
' imiumeraMt  l>^tieif  'In yotir  vMks.  -  YtMir  Henriad  de* 
lights  m6v  aixiglorto^l6y^riyfmpba'0¥arii9i  iiijiiiKaiduecri* 
tfcs.    Thietragedy  ofOteferlhews  lie  well^fiqiporoed clja- 
raiders  ;  *^e<  fentiilieAfV  ara  alL.magilificefit'and  grand^ 
and  We  feeitbatxd^iirtis  kJ'a  Romad  or^  ad  -  EnglUlMHm. 
•Alzifat:ombmes^  wMi^ftos^ntces  df  novelty  the  happy  cpn«> 
fraft^fJ&itrope^fi  attd'fav^ge  msiinel's^  -  You  pcoire  to  btj 
^  by'tiMdiMraae^^•<^<^tf^,4hatChlift}atlky^  mifuAder-^ 
^•ftMdj  ibild  guid^  bf  a  faAfe  testis  renderr  meo  more  bar^' 
baronsi  and  cruel  than  Paganifm  itfelfj  .  <  ^ '      ;    <  -' 

<<  CorneiUe,  the  gvtttt  Coroeille,  be  ^who  attraaed  the  ad- 
miration of  all  bis  contemporaries^  could  hecetura  toJifi^y 
would  behold  wifb  aiftonifliinent,  perhaps  .wit^  eA^y*  'the 
' tragie foddefe  lavifli  with/profufion  onyou thaCs  gtacet  df 
^  which-  Ihe  was  fo  (paring  towards  rhim*  .« What  haye^Svtf 
^  not  a  right  to  ezpe^  from  the  author  of  fo.niany  maAeN 
'  pteces  of  fine  writing  i  What  new.  wonders  are  upon  the 
^  point<of  ifiiiifig  from  ibe  pen  which  has*  already,  Wttb  faoh 
*  wit  and  elegancy,'  tracedout  to  us  the  TmtplirfTaJlef 
«« It  is  this  which,  makes  me  (b ardently  defire  to  bepo^iled 
(  of  all.  your  works. .  I  beg  you,  fir^  to  fend  fane  them,  and 
^  let  your  conMnunkation  be  without  referve^  -  If  iunoiig 
'  your  manufcriptsiAiere  fhould  be asy,. which,  from  a.ne* 
'  ceflary  circumTpeAion,  you.  thiok^pcbper  Co  conceal  from 
^  the  puV^tc  eye,  I  pnomiCe  you  to  preferve  iteia  tbebolbm 
'  of  fecrecy,  and  to  content  myfeif  with  apfpbuidtng  it  ia 
'  private.  I  know,  lunfoftunstely^ithatthe  fakh. of  princes 
'  is  not,  during  the  prefent  times,  reg^ded  in  tbemoft^re^ 
'  fpedable  ligbty  yet  I  hope  that  you*  will  not  fuflFer  your- 
VoL.Il.  Cc  **fclf 


<f  exception  Jf»  19/ iaiiPur*    ,,,  .  -    .    ^. 

<^  tl|aaia;|l|a(k.of  »lllhe  trAli(wnt.M4l»fMciilS^iW€  «Af  ^^^ 
«♦  fbitulie,.  wbicb,my  fafl  acqj|if«i;a^  loft>y  thf  :|^»|||9»)9sh 
*i  zatxL  Tie.  forgi^r  j( JL  omnc  .)k>)ic  wwk»)  iJ^P  IW^Wl^PV 
«^owa  bjr  Ibr  aidcf  0Mmif3fy  «iM  ifW  wiUffWWiilfrM)  upas 
^ Jong ju^  l}ip  pQWiV  of  toe^Uc^diM  lifts*  Aw^W^.  hovrefcc, 
*fijaltb^  fcebk;exertiomi9f!  miaf*  lVflkHloilongM<|r^J  ^^> 
<5  iBMtton  tfatcboiosof  dMfWtfwUiiifttnky^  ^l^q^^ik. 

*  <^  Weie  poetry  ftiliqn  ilP#i^kmttfiKiluig^.^9ff4j4i4.\f^& 
f»jLDow«alcytfadi^  to  AM  out  lutf<8M.k^jumi».«ciqgiies 
^«.GaiL.in  ii)9&m«s  moulc},  ^nd  U)ii:|u4jft««9H^iaibtSQMW.tl»qp 
^jb^  ta  .oxii$or()ini4r.y  ^Sptt  ffi^MiMt jl^rJijrm.  u^A  (^  0m 
<<  of  elegy^  I  (hould  l)id  itdUiU  (i:i  i^ibr  f^^l»  WtyA^eimot>k 
M  thii  arf«:  aAfI  .tstC9/0i»t  qeif  jrm4l  And :  (Nllli^-  WtJi^Mten  to 
^^'thc .  -^ .  ..J and  tbc>  .» •••  • 

i«  ,Voiif  fbefy  bti :  iiu^Utscft  whtdb.  MUdkl  it  irfpc^Sf^W 
f^  attdjvBpcdiy  tbe  ^dnmiioo  ^^d  IWd)!^  oC  c<tery  ^c^  p^n- 
H.Your  verfty  contaih  mnQUxSt  qf.mocals*  Mfbef e lyQ  U^n  ^^ 
^tkivk  and  a^.  ^  VUtut  ia  thure  j^aiAted  in  ^be  im)ft  bc^vk* 
^  teouscdovrsk  In.tbfiBA  tfaeid^a  cf|r«lfig)oryi>dcitef9iii|ed, 
^t>at)4a/t3^e  foff.tfac.fcunees  iocidcalied  19  fi>.lHe|4,  fp  dfK- 
<<  iato  a  4iaiii(ot9.that/vvhQever-^baiui»ad,ymu  vori^  beeomct 
i^«  io^pifed  ^rsh  Ihe'anbkion.of  ioUomog  youR.fpojTftcps. 
^f.HQwoften  hteehot  (  filid  to  qpyfolf,  .^^  Ufrwottisy  gs  you 
f*  ami  liy  down  a  htfrdiea  M)  mvsigbfcy  for. yoiM  powers ; 
<* ; Votaaii^  biroreif  ^l^  ean  itett^e: Vokatre."  It  k  in  tbefe 
^  momeiiei  I  h^vii,£^,.tli«it  thryadvaatagllk  oL  UrUi.are.  of 
<H  little  avaiJ,i^r,  oilorq  propei^y»  of  11911^,  Tbcy.«re  dif- 
.«<  tini^ionaA«h<>lly  ioreign  from  ourfel ves»  and  decorafip  only 
^oche  emtcf  for. .  How:  igfiaiteiy  ?  pisfer^bje  t0  them  are  the 
^ttl^l^Ms  oif  the  mind  J 

«*  What  do  we 4101  9fre  to  ni^a  MJhonf  pati^re  has.  diflin- 


M  kig  ;#fll«ndbwiilg^ofca  kiiiiWdiiAli  Mrich  nil  tb«  cafiaci^ 
: :  TZJimdIfiLrf  ^o  Anidcela  fT^ogheft  in  iJm  ftitl  tifti  &ie|l9^«a  «o4  i€ 
.  ^sife  flv  ^iiK€^  to  reompenfe  theil*  ltboUf^>  AjftB  !  i^^kiy 
.  ff<;iiifiMi4ft«t^]6rf  iQlUsJM.her  iflftr^^  to  erowii  ]K<<^ 
.iKtIbcceffl  ?  I  fliould  fear  nothing,  but  that  the  country,  little 
^^gJKf&k  in  laufel*,  V^oiftW  «^t  furhith  you  fu/fic^em  fc*  \he 
jaiJfcerit'af  J^oiir  Vort^^  lY  my  go'6d  fbriune  dots  not  jfevtrt* 
.  .jsjjiie  fo  far  as  to  fiStittnt  16  pbftbfs  you,  at  Uaftlrt  fcfi^ 
^^sM<^»  ^fcat  r  ihay  ohc  day  fee  the  toah  v^holii  I  have  fflr WftJ; 
^^^ijISdmired  at  a  dil^fidre,  and  have  h  ih  Wiy  ]Kf\^r  perfehalljr 
..;;^to  afiureyou  that  I  am,  with  all  th6  efleem  anid  confitiek 
^jfiSmon  ifeie  lolhiife;  lirhd^  t^id^g  Ibr  thci/  |yide;  tbe  light 
^^.|Atf  truth,  GbnipdrMtr  Am-  )aWar«  to  the  ]^ubKc  weiftre, 
.,/  Sa>        YmiralRftioiiBt*ffftfid, 

"  .  hlL%l»£*xeic,>lti^^fe  RdVAl.  o*  mtsfiiA* 

.^\(go)  Voltaire's  ]A^efaie  to  the  A'nti-Iilac^favcl  is  YuU  of 
^ji^mmendations  of  that  work  and  its  author.  It  id  rather 
difficult  to  reconcile  thefc  praifes  with  what  Voltaire,  wrote 
.,,  ifterwardi  againft  this  great  king.  If  Frederick  were  even 
Sfttilty  o^  fome  otfl^nces  againft  Voltaire,  dpes  that  circum- 
. .  ilance  render  the  mocaroh  a  worfe  poctj  or  a  more  tndiffe^ 
,  ient  writer  than  when  he  heaped  bounties  and  lavours  upon 
,  this  at  length  irriutcil  poet  i      . 

(81}  It  isfalfetfaa^(at  Viiltate  pretends)  Fred^riektiad  no 
fixed  objea  in  publiihiag  Kitf  Anti^litlfihtftVet  This  great 
man  ocetipicil  hkAf«)f  itk  bii  i^MretMffit  at  R^elnfterg  in 
forming  a  genera!  plaa  of  government  tp  which  he  f^thfully 
adhered  to  the  laft  oiMient  of  his  1ife< 

(S%)  The  Abb&de  St^  Pierre,  fo  well  known  by  his  pro- 
jeds,  which  have  been  tamed  into  rifdicale,  though  uniformly 
tendi  pg  to  'the  JimpptkMi  tt  bumaBlty •,  and  bf  oUght  forward 

Cca  as 
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tt  the  only  meant  of  micigatihg  the  ferocity  of  Itlie  haman 
fpecies/potnted  out  in  feme  of  hia  woi4:s  the  contraftbetween 
Me  conduft  of  the  king  towards  the  boufe  of  Auftria^  andthe 
principles  which  heaffeAs  toentcrfaia  in  his  AntKMacfaiavei. 
Formey  replied  to  him  in  a  work  tmidtd^  Juii-Sai^Piffre. 

(83)  Frederick,  in  hispocticalprodjiaions,<*fteiipropofe! 
to  bimfclf,  for  mod^ls^  Titus,  Marcus  AotooiauSt  an4  ail  the 
ether  fovereigns  who  have  contributed  to  the  happinefsof 
mankind.  lathe  following  lines,  taken  from  fmie  of  his  ver- 
fes  upon  war,  he  paints  with  waripth^thedutiescSf  kings 
towards  their  fubjeds : 

Jddges  of  Menl    Ttntftfid  Gods  I  whofe  fairtil 
Ahnoane^d  You  as  the  Scourges  of  te  Entii  I     .- : 
'  WhHft  ftom  yo9r  threatening  arms  the  tkender  kurPd 
Proctein^. You T^rrants  of  th' .^^Scifhted  World ; 
O'er  Nations  whtlft  You  throw  th'  enflaving  chain* 
-Curb  thewUdragepfaderpQ)dQreign.|       .     •    ^ 
Mankind  (hould  your  affiBiw  amply  ihare  I  ,^ 
All  are  your  Sons  ;  all  need  paternal  can. 
Though  from  their  hearts  life's  wafte^  currents  glide, 
With^^«r  0<ii;»  blood  the  wounding  poniard's  dy*d. 
The  prudent  Paftor  to  his  Fold  attends ; 
From  ev^ry  ill  the  flock  belov'd  defends ; 
Andi  when  by  hanger's  rothlefs  fury  preft,'  • 
The  lion  and  the  wolf  his  pisdns  infeft, 
3rave  and  proteding.  He  their  pow'r  6^^^$^ 
I         'Whim  each,  dtfooorfted,  ncluftant  ffies :  .     . 
Mi  flieep  enjoy  oldnterrliptBd  peace. 
Nor  dread  the  knife,  thoughthey  reiig»the  fleece. 

Thus,  o'er  their  fnbjeds  fpotlefs  Monarchs  reign ! 
Mild  in  their  connfels^  in  their  views  humane,        - 
By  gradous  deeds  they  calculate  their  days, 
And  Bate  to  cut  the  brilliant  dueaddebfs*         T 
No  People  fall  to  mag^fy  their  finae, 

,    No  flaughter'd  Lands  li&rir .  thirft  of  povr'r  pro!cbiin« 

^      For 
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Fjor  item,  pleat'd  Hiflbry  w\th  Truth  unites^ 
And  from  the  tablet  ofibeir  virtue  writes. 
Here«  fitus  or  lot'd  Jntonine  we  trace. 
Who  blefs'd,  whilfli  they  adomM,  the  human  race  I 

With  Tbtftt  Ai^itiOQ^s  fatal  torch  abhor,    ' 
Which  kindles  flames  of  an  intefline  war ! 
Svch  war  as  would  a  boundlefs  carnage  crave^ 
To  make  the  Univerfe  one  common  grave  ^ 
What  fcenes  this  tragic  Theatre  difplays  ! 
At  Ewrop9,  Murd'refs  of  her  Sons^  we  gaze  ( 
Blind  Lunatic  I  on  foreign  States  to  call, 
Pierc'd  by  whofe  fwords,  her  wretched  children  fall  I 

(84)  In  17239  when  Frederick  accbnfpahred  his  father  on 
a  journey  to  Hanover  and  Herenhaufeii,  where  Geor^  tho 
Firft,  king  of  £ngland,  then  was,  he  law  the  princefs  Anne, 
grand-daughter  ^rf"  the  king  of  Great  Britain,and  eideft  daugh- 
ter of  George  11.  then  prince  6f  Wales,  This  princefs  was 
handfone,  and  loved  the  fciences;  (he  had  wit,  vivacity, 
judgment,  and  information.  Young  Frederick,  in  fonie  de- 
gree, felt  the  force  of  her  charms,  and  the  firft  impreffipns  pf 
infancy  are  not'  eadly  efiaced;  At  this  early  period  of  his 
youth,  the  vows  of  an  enamoured  heart  were  to  refuf<^  all,  ex- 
cept her,  for  his  confort  i  neither  were  thefe  vows  broken,  a§ 
far  as  they  depended  on  himfelf. 

Perhaps  this  marriage  would  have  taken  place,  but  for 
fome  differences  w^ich  arofcy  fgon  after,  between  the  cmirta 
of  Pruffia  and  Hanoi^f,  on  the  fub^eA  ^f  a  few  acriq^s  of  mea- 
dow-land, and  of  two  or!  three  Hanoverians  enliftcd'  by  the 
Pruffian  recruiters 

It  i&  fuj>pof;dt  allpi^  ^at  .intention?  were,  at  one,  time, 
conceived  of  marrying  rhim  to  Maria-Tberefa  of  Auftria$ 
but  it  was  nece^ry,  in  that  cafe,  to  change  bis  religion,  and 
Frederick  did;  Mt  £iil  lo  {round  his  itfufal  upp«  fu^fa  a  pre« 
text,  «     •■  '-..:.•. 


..1. 
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(85)  Thus,  ii\  the  foUckWirig  epiAta^  *IM  fcf^H^.  *-^ 
fcribe  the  (jueen  his  mother  r 

O  Qseen  rcvor'd!  whofehr^e  y<it  lender  ^Mrt^ 
Fulfil*  theHenuac's  and  Mother's  psut. 
Thy  viwrth>  eich  rbtue  Mazing  in  ^  lli^> . 
Thy  patronagerof  wretchechieft  oppreft. 
Thy  Soul  heneikeat,  whhPity  fhcught. 
Which,  atthecaUof  Wbe,  heir  fucconiv  tai&ii^^ 
Thy  firm,  yet  ev«r  ibftssd'geittleaiiild. 
With  all  that  mi^giiammitycomt)Ski\tr  '      [ 
Which,  mercifbt  ta  tiido  whDfe  ietis  Mfemf; 
WiU'pafdons'HJftd  fbrgrrenefifes  e:ttetfd,   , 
Thhie  «|i^^  iyid  juftiQe,  alwi^^  JDu;j4  .    ^ 

Th'  uafullied  progrefs  6f  thy  p(w'r  to  boutf^. 
Thy  conda5l  ^rfiich,.  with  brilliancy  dprixuc. 
Incites  us  to  purfiie  a  lif^  ISkfiXhmCf  [ 
tt*s  emanations  with  delight  to  trace. 
And  thtak  left  harfhly  of  the  Etitttaa  nu^e, 
Fbf  tbife,  my  Mnfeher  refelotion  breaks. 
Her  tows  Of  nlence,  inflantly,  n>rKwe9, 
iAhkI,  as  the fpltaidid  ytomes  har  flfainsinl]^, 
.  Attunes  10  praife  thecaafecniled  lyae. 

Ifeay^n  gran(  that  thy  beneficent  career,' 
With  flow'rets  ftrewM,  in  fpotlefi^  honours  cttat. 
May  ne'er  intrude  on  thine  afflififed  eyc^ 
A  day  wheir  Peace,  afarm^d,  hem  Sorrovr  IKes ! 
Ker  eariy  may  the  rariil^fs  ^ates  appeal  ^ 

*  TocBtaxilteneeiraai  a  FiiiMfojAeaf  f* 
.  iocacoraUe  Atropoa  I    JLeftainrh  . 
Divide  not,  yer,  the  pracious  thread  in  tHMa  t 


Thon&od!  ivhom  Styx,  whom  AchcrotL  obeys^ 
Abridge  the  f^ated^  pexiod  olf  tof'  dapf 
^  AtA  to  my  vaaerat^d  Parent  gm 
ThereA  through  whiek  I  was  def^'<ta  fiMjH  ' 
O !  Happinefs !  too  great  to  be  expreft. 
Which  fwdls  the  generous  ind  noble  breaft. 


Ttah 
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Thatj  p]ea3^d«  to  De«&'&  iinnAed  {uxxunoiu  jdeU^i^* 
Seelp,  with  a  rapid  pace,  tb'  £Iyiian  fields^ 
A|id/ thos, rf^^o|^[jf  facKoesyudiugy^  pvs&rTe^  it,  -^t  .  i 
XiCfdgth'ning  bis  years  wiiq.piav'if&aBydf/QVttfWcrvei, 

Is  He  Who  ofi«r^up  hisdirthiy  friune^     ^  -    I  '^  i 

Attdhiipe^theftoafite:iiuyfdf>W»i«oi    :„  ;.  ;.;  -^ 

That  ^«i  loll  days  (hall  fill  the  Mothc^  fcdLe ! 

For  Thee  !  badk  i^eeii  and.  Pati^hs;  caUH.'aM' 

This  earthy,  courfe, -if;  H'm%ht>ditiieextK^ 

How  jiifl  the  zeal  for  that  exiAeace,  fiiewa  .  ^      , , 

Which  prov'd  the  honoured  Fountain  of  oijy^own.  { 

TTi6(c  arc  very  bad  vcrfes ;  and  y^tt^tfeey  tnay' claim 
>ine  indulgence  on  account  of  dther  the  rehtinients  or  the 
locives  from  which  tbey  appear  to  have  arifen. 

(§6)  Thefottowlfigarc  the  fitft  verfo  which  wert  ^df  eded,by 
roltaireytq  the  king  ot  Priiffiajbil  hi$  artefflon  to  Che  throne  :* 

A^  length,  behold  the  moll  delightf'ui  of  my  days  ! 

For  which  All  wiih'd,  whilft  Thou,  alone>  experieac'd  fears. 
For  Tbit,  th'  embelliih'cl  Eardi  her  charms  displays. 
7*4^  i^g^  <1^^A  appears !  .^ 

HeM^I  Vanilh  far  !  Ye  rrx^rr^M/ fanatic  Bands  1 

Ye!  Ftffil^iJtors vile  1  thstus'd  Devotion^s  name! 
Ye )  io&lent  Seducers !  who>  with  frantic  hands^ 
Of  horrors  raised  the  flame ! 

Hypobi^  \  thy  dark  mk  tnnnbling  form  i  view  t 
ragman  Moilftdr  1  to  aipdhfe  the  brilUant  fame 
Of  B^faf  hiuiof  Befoartes  ?  Thkt  Gehios  whyfiurfni 
Who  next  tbLnliM^a  catnef 

•^  taftme  idhkiiof  ^  vmks  o^  Vohal^e^  theie  verfes  have 
ndeiigMt  i(|tM«d;i^  aad  ^fte6iicAi» ;  but,  they  sire  het«  offered  to 
le  reader  under  the  form  in  whioh  they  ^Aire  pt'tftnted  to  the  king. 

-      r,  Cc4  With 
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With  fhnsti%t  ta  wound  the  ^^dE  mankUd^^ 

Upon  die  iacted  AhardidftThoil  wanre  the  (vsfoii. 
Jk>  Kinj  flnll  make  thee  rae  dii6  Uadem  vulgar  Mtiiiil  - 

tie  ffailm  1  Thoa  dy'ft  i  JUc^  kgtvy  liecolMMnedi«ftl 

Pair  Truth  returns  i  The  Aeetiiig  Reign  of  £rror  etids. 
£arth  Speaks  tOtHeaar'n  I  .whilft  ,¥jttiak>m  glowa  vodMn  her 

i^ibid  Besv'a  her  roKe-ooniQenda.' 

And,  Voir!  of  hated  Borgk  Ma^ms  ever  vile ! 

Whence  fbd  Injnftice  tHfongh  th^  Law's  Ugh  fimftion 

fpfings  I 
That  guilty  Art  b)c  which  Oppreffors  Worlds  defpoil  1 

The  Syflem,  oft,  of  Kings !  .  ^ 

Falfe  Politict !  that  Defpotifsi's  rage  difplay. 

Hide  your  deceitful  glare  !  'fhe  face  of  light  it  ftain». 
TbisHcrn  fear  I  who,  that  his  edifls  States  might,  pteaa'd^igbcy, 
Conjoin'd  with  Virtue  reigns  I 

Let  us  the  World's  impartial  annals  opf  n  wide. 

And  view  the  Tyrants  !  They  wcrtf  miferaWe  all : 
Bolts  which  they   brandiflx'd,  in  theit  hondi;  Wiffi  carnage 
dyM,  •  •    '''^     ••'-'• 

On/i^  were  doom'd  to  fall.        '    ^ 

Enrag'd  they  perifli'd ;  fliam'd,  aceurft^  a  prey  to  woes : 

But,  Titus,  Trajan,  Aurelius  and  AntoniHe  •  -  - 
Had  Days  pure  as  their  wtues :  foeh  as  Glimer  £felole 
Where  Suns  perpetual  fhtne. 

In  Tbte,  thefe  aUtial  Roman  Heroes  will  revive  I  -     . 

Tiftir  lofs^  lUufixious  Sovereign!  ihaltTs^  tefHact  I 
Live  fortunate!  Oh  I  nay  the  wortiiieft  Man att^' ' 

PravehappieftjoCh||LraQBl:  •// 

A  fhilofiphic  MoTOTch  Tvles  I  The  prefent  Time, 

Though  anjdious,  dar'd  not  hope  for  fuch  aretgaasVirM/ 
Crowns  Thou  deferv'ft  !  Thy  genb^^gbnioaily  fiibfime 
.  The: nationsjcui Define.       n-    -  .  />-..i  .'  r. 

?•  ,  Groveling 


Gxbvling  ilvQi^li  ^[ooniace,  kt  odier  Khgl  MM&i!  ' 
Sack,  of  Alfe  Gods  the  inuge^  neitkei'  fiiet  abr  kttK : 
Yet>  Vice  aad  Fltttirf  ptaafe  tluis  extttatfid^rai^       .*   ' 
.  Where  only  Guilt  qipean.  ;  7  w 

•         ••      ■  *        .    '      r      ■  •  •  ■  1    '  '  * 

III  ?l6r/,  a  ffviif/  GoD*8  bright  Image  greets  our  eyes. 

Arts,  Virtues,  Talents,  blootn  and'fprekt,  it  thy  decree. 

Mdl !  Nofdem'SdiotaonT  dxaik  Solbmcfh  more'\vife,  '**  '  " 

'     Aiidfr6tt\k/iveakiie6fteet '  'j '* 

{87}  All  Europe  waa  al  this  time  ehga^ed  cipon  thcf  i^^-^ 
ation  of  tbe  Calendar.  '  It  had  beea  ordered'  in  the  empire 
r  a  d^cree-of  tbedietof  Ratilbon.  '* 

(88)  Tbe<ftlkmi«g  is  :t  tranllatton  of  this  difoooife' a(j 
inted  iii  the  IKflory  of  the  academy.  It  has  the  iidra'nttgd 
irer  many  other  difcourfes  of  the  fame^adetnyy'  of  betog 
iteruining,  aindccfnTequentlylelstirerooie.         -  -         '  '' 

« Gentlemen^  .        -    »  * 

<^  Among  tbe  particularly  great  and  alitiqft  innumettible 

^  monuments  of  the  fingutar  care,  at  once  truly  paternal 

'  and  alUgracious,  which  the  auguft  and  all-powerful  kin^^ 

(  our  beneficent  lord,  is  never  w^ied  of  taking  for  the 

*  fplendour  and  ihcreafe  of  all  the  (^ates,  provinces,  and 

*  countries)  wbich  by  thib  divine  grace  enjoy  adually  fiich 
<  great  happinefs,  under  hir  nioft  fortunate  fceptre,  of 

*  which  may  be  coniidered  as  fo  many  everlafting  witneDes, 

*  fo  many  temples  and  other  places  confecrated  to  divine 
^^  worfliip,  built  or  embellifhedi  fomanyuniverfiiies,fch6ols 
'*  for  nobility  and  otherr,  founded  and  endowed  to  form  and 
**  poliih  the  minds  of  ybutfa  j  fo  many  falutarjr  laws  and  con- 
^*  ftitutbtis  eftabliflied;  and^  in  particulary'thofe fuperb  edi- 
<^  fices,  'conftnided  at  ioimenfe  cxpence,  in  fo  kiiany  places', 
<<  not  lefs  iot  the  public  good  than  for  the  great  luftre 
>«  of  the  couQtry,  works  which  fill  ftrangers  and  travellers 

•«  with 


«^  t^  p^iqaat  affiBAian  tii^  iiliaft;tt<ddW»IaM.  of  ibe^pict) 
«*  Hioft  rare^  which  cngi^  .vt»i$  M^eUmt  pifDce  to  cc: 
•*  bimfelf  only  with  the,falvatioo  o£,his.fubjc£l$  ^  I  a 
<*  ppbi^pj  th^ty  a&pKdly»  we  i^pui^.  hot  pls^e  in  the 
•*  rank^JKancof  ip^^lH'hich^d^  ^C  the  doiie  o: 

••  preceding  war,  and  of  wiMch.  t|^^  trsM^e;^  ^e  pow  viii: 
^*  becaufe  a  happy  peace  has  been  reftored  to  our  couor^ 
<«  send  enabled  our  ldverciff»  ^  fHfipir  aU  his  cuiei  add  ii' 
VvU^mg^^  (itjcefla^tly  direded^;  up^  qf^i  .«|fca&(»S) 
*^.  th^  good  of  his  people)  fd.f^u^q^aljjf.tpra^  ihai,  f 
**  the  benedidion  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and  under  his: 
«<  rmi^:9ro€e&ionr|  he^  might  a(||eij|ibl^  a^djorm^  in  chitc 
fVpaa^  a  ^i^jr  9f  prole%r<rf  |l?j  n^^ft  ttilig^H^iei  ^^ 
^^  ^^^  "^l^^  iJi^ould  ^fplJ,t^^flif^^u;t»  tb«  exienficB 
<<  human  knowledge  i^  ih^  pfMic>:q|M^t,   ^u)uvate  cc 
**  and  more  the  arts^  and,   above  all,  advanci  tbt  gkrj 
^  GOD,  andjpread  the  falutary  truths  of  tU  Cbrij/^  Jf^ 
•*  Thijs  very  wife  king  has  judg^qd,  >bat^  luotvithftaDd. , 
•«  th(^  multitude  of.  academies,    up|v5rfitie$,    and,  fcfco./ 
^<  whicha  like  fa  many  (habitations  of  the  niu(e$  and  of 
^*  donv  exift,  and. are  abundantly  provided  with  all  cber^ 
**  ceflary  fuccours  ill  the  di^ers^  fta(es  fubje^t  to  his  m^^- 
*«  tjjerft  was  ftitl  wan,ting,.  to  JSll  the  n^calMCc  of  bis  ji*- 
•«  ry,  the^.eft^bliflnwnt  qj"  an  ,acaden\y  6mijp.i:'  ta  this, 
••which,  aa  w^ll  bjr  jhe  cQntempiatiwi  qf  the  brilliama* 
*•  admirable  worlds  of  qop.  ixi  tii\e  reig^  of  nature*  3f 
<«  the  care,  the  cultwrej^  a^id  even  the  inveiuiptt  of  tUci^ 
••  e^tcellent  points  fnilet^ter?^  the.  arts^.  and  all  forts  of  U 
««  dable  ftudics,  worthy  of  pjraife.a{)d  conformable  tariit:i( 
^  the  glory  of  his  re ig^  and  of  hU  ibtesj  aa  wcU  as  *f' 
««  Germany,  our  cofl^n^o^.5ojantry^l|i9JuW  rife  viihrcJouJl^ 
y  vigour  an4  efr<^  i^^).  ^  more  44miao9a;(iate^  andpcff^ 


P   It  B   9  B   ff  I    C    K    T  IK  2Pi 

lua%  tnifaNahi  faTdf  ibei^iits  m*  tM^  in  the  ombkt' 

mtt  bf  inflfituting  mijfton$^  hodonrysdiongiChfiftiaiis, 

our  tHJ^IxMiis,  but  among  the  moft  dftafttb^rbarf^bct ' 

Ad  kn^wkdge ^  evsiitgtiical  tiUbt^  knl  ilK^^ijloriMf 

fiMit  tt  tai  Sm^iotirr  jBsml  CifSfilTy  AlMiU  InftitfiW/  W  - 

cobie  4iv^€d  and  priypi^ai^  aftoiig  the  mtibii8«    Bur, 

it  hwrin^  ^ftd  chtf  ftDr»sMff^iU;m^  tMid  hud  tbui  or<»' 

dtiiltd  k  iff  th«  iftcMpnal  eOMiftt  of  hit  wifdbits  that  the' 

war  fliotttd  klntfe  flfi^fll,  and  ihbiitd  ext«od  tes  tmvall 

ftrAer  thhiti  ctiv  )t  ha4  dobe  brfanri  the  pre<4iitce  of  oaf 

aogtiftUhg,  hetiig  furrterkfai  cm  atl' fitUt  b3rchetamI^ 

of  aiil^,  s^tfd  fhit  monft^ii  himfttf  beiig  migfi^^  uttfar 

WAV,  ill  tHikh>  bt  eoiiM  not  at^id  taking*  part^  and  iil^ 

wbich^  c<iiiti^ar3r  t0  ad  ho)^  atid  ex^eftatio*^  he  fiadt 

hiihri^itaiiaHy^iivtlopad;  yft»  Aoivtkhftaiitting»  he  bar 

net  feflerad  hni  eiscelleiiedefigii  tofiifler  any  dslqs  fo  that 

^  nd^  ohly  bat  be^  enrhsbed  in^  t4me  thi»  fboMy  bjr  hide  af- 

^fembtod  wkbf  aMe  men  tinovlhy  df  teii^  members^  of  the 

*f  Tam^,  et  wefl  at  with  a?  fund  faffleient  Un  ^tht  expenceSy 

^  and  All  oth«rbrge4fe9  which  can  excite  tmulkfliblr^  bar, 

*^  iKtt  ^rther,  has  ded^ared  himfelf  the  fevmeijgii  proteaor 

^ofit^  aM  bat  bten>feared  that  d«  thiidaiy,  wbicti  ttU 

'Maw!^  imttMdiately  the  anrnvctrary  ol  bia  ee<>etfiationt  thft 

'^  fodety  of  fcitnces,  which  is  fd  dear  to  hiin^  and  which 

"^  is  resfly  Ibpperted  by  bit  nngvft  iNrocedioOi  ibonbt  be  fo^ 

^  ferhnly  eftiabMhedi  havbigg^eiDt4y  charged  md  to  pre<i 

^  fide  at  the  fanaieM  ^TtMs  fhldnmitf.    We  oatinot  feffl- 

^  cieniTy  adl^nm«Mgt  tb^ftgnal  gfaoet  of  eiir  beneficent 

^  Icing  by  fcn^fanents  of  nthk^  aiitaioMi,  and  rc^p^  which 

^(h^)dbep]^DpoHima*toitbeni^  nor  cobbrnte^  thanr  wofw 

^thtlybyonrpMiM:  alRllt,  on  aficnunt  of  tbli  Inability, 

^  the  principal  part  ^im  Hvefy  gtntitndi^  aildbf  mir  ardent 

^  zeal,  mn*  conllik^  i*  that,  being  infcrmnd'  of  the  in<* 

''  tentiont  and  thd  wtti^i^  tbit  at/^hiMci^oiit  dsya,  we  ftall 

''  empby  aB^onP  inpAulNyr tnd  nHoar pntheirfi  toproanve  the 

««  execution 


^^ncctttion  of  fbc  faintt.i.t«clidf  iis  Jslbouciiigt  .aadEu  ai 

^^iie.ihalt  bf  caqaUe.of  it,  .Co  contribute  .to  fhoJ^uJUu/ 

<^  views  o£  thk:  gQciou»  fof^ereignf  aod  to.  .Mleii  jthc  :iMp> 

«^  coiii{iUlliaieiit  of  them  hj  icfioiitifig  biBsfoif;  itWb[^Eb|elii)r, 

««.  of  tbe  taik  which  (i^ls  to  hU  loi  i  m  oo^t^  .alt  j:b<^£uQe  •! 

**tit6e^.aodibr  tbe  fame  eod,'  all  with.  ooe:htaa  luidone. 

*(  voicey  to  itdottUe,  and,  a»  it  woie#  acoiloiilafi^thefiBnrent 

^.fnftts  and  teoder  ^ihea  which  aU.Uif  futje^of  the* 

M  Prnffiaii  fctptre  fend  forth  day^andaighrt  4f|d  w4thQui^ny 

^ioltirioiffioD,  for  tbe  prelervatioh  (fo  nfticb  dqlired)  id  our 

•^auguft  monarch;  to  tbe  end  that  it  ins^  pkafcTfTS  mosT' 

•*  HIGH  A^D  MOST  CRBAT  ooQ  to  prcfcTve^  £Mr:a  VOf^  loag' 

^*]tiilc^  tbe  piccious  pledge  of  his  love  itbat  he  biaa  ^tven 

<^  lis  froia  ikaveiit  this  fjfcre^faUadium^  to  which  is  attached 

^  thedurattooof  our  felicic^t  i>y making.him reign i|irpugh-- 

^.out  ajoog  feries.of  .years  in  thn.  mUft  of  that  |^||i^odour' 

•«aiid  that,  abundance,  which  rQod«r:thii.kiQgdon»  happy 

««  above  moft  others,  b/  beapiag  on^itit.aIl  the  gi|ur  which' 

f^  be  meriu  in  confequetiot  igf  biff  virtnesf  >uta  ^ibpvo.alli 

*Ahis^/  and  zeal. for  tbe.glorjr  of  *•  mvwM^^m^t  ^7 

^^  grantii}g  hinn^  in  a  wprd^.^gsihi^r  J»Uh  tbeJaft  Ja<|i6rs, 

«'eye0  though  we  ihould  ao^  <knMidiii>  tnty  khing'(ihac 

<*  can  be  defired)  the  moft  agreeahie  ati^lhe  m^Sk  happy* 

««  May  the  ^um£M£  biiKc  itcood  and  f^¥9mi  by  fa^a  beoe^ 

«^  volex^  atU  thofe  enterprizes:ii4»c)i  are  4k^  flla^^ny^iisof 

^  his<wi£iQmand  his  ^ety»  but  in  a  very  pa^liglilar  inanoa 

«« the  ilIuftri<ius.focietir,whi«h  hir.t«Mi4uft.fQu»(M;  fo  that, 

t*  affifledby^hjs.^idand.hls  fuooouci'  i|^a9i.%«!ak?acGordine 

^  to  the  deire  and  .perpetual  imention  pf  odfi  nugnft  reo^ 

"  narch,^  ff:9ptigMi^i9  tft^  viry UU^nMkn,^,  fk^^mk^  ih^ 

\yglaiy  jf  4ie.  mpit  »al.y.  j>iYiir|my, ;  H\  *nlf^.^.  wrrw 

*^fiawri  ifWCbrifiiam  ik^tik^  t9  id^imJk  ^^d  ^  ^»' 

«« dndimi:uU$ty  i  .at  wnil  as  to: infiame/  this  Aip^iK^C.oca 
f«  foathp^^ttdy  ofjdi^frts  and  fis^c«^  j^lUMintibe^ 

:.  /i    ..;.;  •*  .  '     *«  the 


F    K  EOD    E:R  :I    C   IC      II*  J^JT 

-^  thedefirfelof  khdwtf%  andP  ejoalfmg  more  and  more  tht 

M  marrelibus works  of  G<}^'r  tp  attgnteh V'in  fltfiftf  rtlMMv^ 

.•f  ^orvra  anil  celebritjr  i£  all  i  the  ftatee  and  provincei under 

'*i  tbedonntnton  of  our  akigtifi  .king,'  and  jto  cdnfecrate  tUmsA 

«<  moDumeiits  to  the  glor^  6f  ,the  illuftfioiis  name.  o£  Ger<^ 

*^^  inan)r;^  As.  fot  mjffelf,  1  am  fsartljf  t<^rrifiQd  b^  ihe  coa« 

**  foi^iifeefs  of  the  deficibicy  of  my  powcr^,  partly  over* 

"  wh^aie<t.wkh  the*  weight x)f  other  affairi  of  the  laflr  im« 

<'  -p^^tance^  rfor.the  ttanageitient  of  which  J  am  refpoofibfc^ 

**  and  confirquently  I  might/^haire  endeavoured  to  evade  the 

**  acceptance  of  the  prefidrney  of  this  fo.  very  coitimendabte 

««  fodetyy.for  the  advan^eftnent  of  wbofe.  labours  my  paint 

<(  canfcarceiycontributetbeleaftafiftanoe.  Hpwever,Ichofe 

<>  notltoihefitd^e  and  fcrupQloufly  weigh  thefs;  difficulties^ 

"rather  tfian  derogate  in  any  thing  whatfoever  from  that 

,"  implicU  4dd  ileiry  hufn^le  obedienGe  which  I,  pay  to  the  gra^ 

"  ciouss  will  and  intentions  of  my  moftbene^cent  king,  and 

^^  wbieb:!  wiihperfogaHy  to  teftify  on  this  glorious  <]vpca&>n'; 

*«  fapn^iijg  .myrflf:|>rfMipally  on^  this  confidence,  wbJoh 

>^  is,  that  youi  i^lMftrious.p^rfonages,  who  have  been  cbofen 

«*  to  enter  jnto  this  i^yal  (ocLcty,  and  who  all  in  general^ 

<*  and  each  in  parti^|ilac»  have  given  mc  evidctat  marks  and 

/<  manileft  proofs  of  ;yottr  ^efi|  and  altacijifnerit  for  me,  wfH 

<<  not  refiife  to  accord  me  the  reciprocal  and  d^aci^H^s  fve^ 

^<  cours  which  I  demand  of  ypu  with  at)  poffibiieearneftrt^s; 

**  to  the  end  that,  by  the  meant  of  that  ardour  and  anxiety 

<<  which  in  fome  fort  are  natural  impulfes  in   hie,    and 

<>whjohi  cannot  chrq>|r -off  {that  aidouf  ^top^*  repeat)  and 

**  anxiety  which  1  have  to  procure  advantages  {br  this  illu^ 

,«<  ilrious  academy  of  fcienats;  cof  which  the  folemn  cere<> 

.««  mony  of  this  day,  and  this  inaugoration,  give,  in  fome 

<*  meafure,  a  new  binh  i  a^ed  by  your  fat^ffil  fucc0ur% 

**  1  may  be  enabled  to  proveufefiil  to  y4^  upo^  fome  occa* 

<«  fions;;^  and  it  is  to  this  point  that  I  lhal|  eoiiiftantjy  diieft^ 

.^< all  my  induilry  and  labours,    lam  nowi  thcrefpre^  (fiad 

**  may 


'^^piift.fuaifeit'!>'M«ipiii7f  and  id  ^urOance  of  tke  neft 
^fiiiiDWi  'Md^fc*«f  «iir  beiMliioontkingf  to  ddmc.to  foa, 
N^iMft  taMnl'aiid'cdoft  nMrHwad  ▼kc-prcfidcat^  aad  b^ 
^«^M}to«M'lb9iHiiftrtoQ»foya}fadfcl7«f  feicaces,  ikvfeal 
^  whkJh  H"  inajafty  has.^ttued  ybu^  wkich  you  may  duly 
^  Mikeuff  of,  at  all  t^mei^  fpi  chO'iriBiiiiHftnRioli  sadotpe- 
^^^ition  of  aiU  ftif  affain  of  thit  raoiety.  I  am  ta  prcfcnt 
/«( yooy  .lihearifd,  ^kfaeft  k«yli«f  ijbir  aMemitofy,  ^aod  of  the 
^  KQHm  ^vriikh  it  A^  apart  ifov  tika  foetey.  1  wiiaciate, 
»^  agreeably  10  (be  Joceiitioii  aad  itioft  gracious  wtil  of  ouf 
4Miftip)tcmeffoia4fhiv  and  4iugftft  king)'  liiii  t>hoe,tt>  fce  the 
^"dwelNog  of  <bii^iya#rioat  ftidttyrlfOttliftDi  ia  fot- 
9^  feCofi  of  th^  fintf'  a^d  gtvp^ia  tke  right  of  homing 
M  «ha1r  afflrtaMlM  itfdWihraaiag  lii^  a^&fra  la  H,  ^^vfMog, 
<«  ^kh  at)  ^iMcditi  tliairihtfcfli^  wki>h  I  delkrar^o  tbem, 
a^auiy  hi  a  happy  frfodga  and  i  daMlA  ]^Heiage  of  tite  fuc^ 
«•  tttft  of  thtir  addiiaiftvatioii)  %tA  of  the  profoufiddlfeoireries 
a« «#Mck  may,'  k^rtafter,  aKiWikMi'tb^r  iiidt4lrys  |n  the 
a«  aM>ft  ftt*€t  pfiSofs  t  to  ike  oatf  ibM,  under  foch  fimiuiible 
M«avfpicl^s,  aod'Wkb  the  goodofneii  of  yefterday,  cbnftcrated 
^\o  tbo  aMi^crfery  of  the  e^kOniKidth  tke  preTent  feeiety, 
^  foonded  aodiiuraginaci^,  diaf  ^'td  the  latell  pofltrity, 
at  ftoarift  and  ^(¥peftiate  itftlf^  NHlk'i^ll  the  gftaf  ^nd  rich 
^«  limits  M4Vi^b  we  phMifeotiiftlirti'fMiti  It,  to.theiteniortal 
^^ianie  of  iti^loHoilifbuhderv'* 

I  ^89)  The  tkaffer  ii  ffcai  ftkcttd  in  ike  Life  of  Vt^ire  re* 
cently  pubtifhed  f   »         - 

^  The  court  of  VorfhllM  fattt  Ikb  hikrquis  de  Beaorau  to 
a« oompliftioat  FV^d^HdUM  hia ic€<!ffioo  to  the  throM,  but 
^  the  maid  oli^A  vv^s  to  drlborelr^id  fecrtt  intentions  re- 
^  fpcaifig  kis.drii^  iti*8HHia*  Vttltaire  wii  employed  6n 
a»lh»8  negodatioAi^^andihe  motaient  of  hrs  appearing  in 
*^4?ndBli^fafl«JI#ab!e.    Tlife^-youi^  monarch  was  then 

«*  n^ociating 


negdcsWiIng  lifcnitif <yiqM  Viraha^/tttv^liicli 

he  offered  hi^^f^Hlfyt  mSi^^'U(tW»'fu\ff3Si^oi  jAacing 

the  crown  «|!»rr  tKc^hltfaf  4f  MwiskTIW^i/  ^ad  tbi$ 

under  the  coodiriM  of  ;ffi^^  betttj^  ecderf^o^tiftil.    Thia^ 

youthful  priAcefs,  vild  h&tf/at  tbatlAibenejthtr  tr^furcs 

nor  troops,    rg^e^dl^  i '.¥i:w?iidi^^^  a 

'  party  poffcffcd  of .  Botl^.    T^eTqog  pC'^fuflia^  piqued  at 

this  rcfufa!^  .4etQr.riwned  on\>yar/.   Vohaire. remain^  but 

^  three  d*/^  with  hiip,  ^O^f:,;^?/  ii^»  4^?^  *^^  l^^s  fufc  of  the 

'  part  which  h^'4.cfigw4^0jt3k«^  be  W^  kft  biq^»  and 

•brought  the  ^w3.ofM|tQ,yj?iifjfeilil^/.,.  .,,  .  ;•     ,  ;; 

*^  Vaiori,  .ch^rgp  d?s  ^ffajre§  of  jfrapc^  ii^  Pju^tt^  who 
( lyaa  not  in  this  ftcrolt^'lfapiltbt  AiTt  VjoiiMriiiMdtWiAdrawii 
^  <^ilktisiied»  tboilgh(faBi.fltrf«ediiwva]r;a'iittlr  i>ag^  of  gold 
'  medals  wl^h<!V^«reeiyefiio<hitai  by  Pftderkdc;  iHeaVrote^ 
^  in  confequence  of  aUtMs^ C^  Yttrftiltes^  ib^iM  an^count 
(  of  Voltaire's  appea^ftee  in  PfUffia;  ^^f^hb:  fuppofed 

«di(gracc.  •'  ;    ;'"^^  ^    •';      ■  •    ;-  '^  ^         •  ^ 

*<  Valori'neiter,  ttie  Contfefit*  of  wHfth'huve  bccitcom- 
«  i^unicated  tp  li?,.  is  ftjlj  in'theol^cc  pf  fb^'elgn  affalraij  and 
*  the  filen^'c  of  VolV^irc  prevented  the  public  from,  being 
^  undeceived.  Hence  originated  the  rumours  which  were 
^  then  ci^uj^cod  of  .bi.$  b^yju^^p^affi^.^iii  Prii^a  9nly  to 
^experience  a  cooj^Cgr  fronoi  the  ypHf^  %o^fCh|  Hit 
^  enemies  feiz^ed.thi^  oj»p9rtijnity  to  fend  verfes  and  dedt« 
^  catory  epiflles  tP  the  ki<1g>  .who  ^ett|fn^  90t.th^  leaft  an« 
•'  fwer  to  either  thfelonc  or  the  Othnr."    .  ..  ! 

(90)  ThefollQWi|i|*re  hiftf)0^ic|il  WP^rj^/l.upfH)  iA«  f«b* 

jca  in  an  epiftlc  to  Stil  j  j  .  ;  .. 

lUuilrious  Sons  of  Albert !' whofe  dread-Foe    •     •     * 
Within  the  grave,  alas  !  ha»laid  yoa  fewll  -    •'• 
And,  yet,  you  perifli  on  bright  HoBonr'sgi^blihdl 
Dear  Offspri^s  of  th'*Eledlor,  Arice  renownM^ 
Who,  frequent,  like  yourf^ves,  wkh  ardof  bruve^ 
Rii^aM  life,  his  States  and  native  ta&d  to  iav«  I 

LOY*d 


4PP^  LIFE     ..O^r;    . 

i ; .  lie  gaglifc  »ut  Hi»n«iJiM»..?ittifr  the  flaiiu 

,n.  .  Nqr  &MP>>»Wijfl^mrnt,or  ppOife  refraffi ►  >  j  ,>>  ,      ,,; 

^     ,  ExtoU^i^^tb|yj(amepittheftteof  all.. 
.  Then,  glorious*,  in  the  long-difputed  field^ 
.    Tbe  Patriot  and  the  Hero  icbrn'd  to  yield, 

Againft  th'  experienced  vet'ran  ban^' they  foAght^ 
And  reapM  di^  triuinj^h  which  t!fey;inobly,  fonght  z 
Vanqniih'd  At  legioils  which;  at  Eogene't  fide. 
Were  Viaors;  and  die  Anilfiah  lorce  defy*^.  * 


I    ,iiJ 


't    •   .4V)  lUteiOmtg!  v^ien  Ith)r  cotpfe  fturey^d, 

i'       WhatkeenaflUajpa^didnyiicattiMiifiet 

r»!     .TknS«ntfoei9De^i;ThDiiiDai|gledS)ii4e 

Or  Mars  recalled  thee  from  the  Stygian  coafl ; 
. ....  ,  |[or,/f/7/»  thtnearai  repell'd  t^  A\i^ian  Koft, 
•         And  thy.i^  looks  enjoy 'd  their  lapid  flight. 
'  Werdeck  aad  Buddenbrock,  too  brave  in  €^# 
Furfu'd ;  but;  dos'd  their  eyes  in  endtefs  night. 


Schwerin,  Truchfes,  iWing !   your  lateft  breath 
GaTp'd  itt  a  glorldus;  enviable  deadi. 


O  Wedel !  onr  Achilles !  tly  great  aid 
To  full  fuccefi  its  brilliant  progrefs  made  I 
'Goltz  !  oar  Ulyffes !  jit  oh  Tifei  We  call,  ' ' 

Wlulft  tears  of  blood  upon  thy  cyprefi  £dL 

At  valiant  jBredon  Deadi  ftrikes  nnawares, 
Nof i  ami  I  his  refplfndent  virtue  fpares, 

AM  Pofentv!  Kleift!  Rzndor/!  at  ev'ry  vein 
Yehk^dl  anditnk^  though  Viaors^  'midft  theflain  1 
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i^y  Epifih  firm  Fpifkr9  to  fifo  JQ^j^  JMlfiS. 

Stti  tk^M  Wii^  ftcjtfft ikfpOM  f IcMi^ 

,Tllo»i  l^adwf^ftMseairdil}^ World! 
Thak x^m dw SveoT chkAii^ v^e we  deem; 
Though  Iraih  is,  dailjr,  to  oUivion  harVd  > 

Dcckre,  by  what  relendefs  ^te^ 
Thou  aeaa'C  jd1(  d'iXi^[y^Atfrik^^^^ 
Still,  at  the  diM^'dfti^fkislioWiati^ 
'Nor,  with  thy  rayi^  aFi!^flifi*s  (j'oidrt  aftenS?^' 
Tl^irf ,  lives  My  Hei^o  !  dn^  wtioie  heai^  and'^M 
Shines  through  his  ftk^$l  witti  necisiiaiT  ^re': 
One  that  so  Neifk  l^'ti^ntVd^qat^fb^^^^ 

Ah!  where^*4gh^p^l^^;;di'  ail^^  Tofe'? ' . 
What  duums  fiw  ^te  can'l<^«:i4i  aframc  ? 
Back  from  that  (linage  1im\l'  i4iSfi^  tb  rolfl '     . 
Shbe  Hke  w^HMl  adi^iic  Hfifiy  itHaiieV 

^  In  fuch  language,  tUi^dUh  M^mot^Agi  iMteU  the 
fun»  your  aflbdacc,  wbo  iii  Kk^wrT^'  tlb^  Ibfil  ctf^  pirj  of  this 
world.    I  could  tnj'^^mvt&i  mtftt  torhiiArttpaeSitgytiur  ma« 
jeftf,  had  I  tliat  facWltf 'bP'ittidjtfgf Vrtfer^Mctf  I  nt)  longer 
po^t,  hut  whicif  jroV^djrf   I  bav6  recelv^'fofde  verf^ 
which  you  made  at  Neifs  as'eaiity'ai'you  took*  tnat  town. 
This  little  anecdote^  joinect  to'the'^poetty  wtiicn  Vo^r  huma- 
nity feat  me  immediately  afte?  the'vi^ory  ojf  Malwilfl&,  fur* 
niftes  very  Angular  memoirs,  ^d  fuck  as  may,  a^  foqie  future 
periodf  ferve  as  materiafs  for  hiftory*     Louis  XIV.  tool; 
trsLHth^  Comt^  during  the  wTnter,  fcut  liedid  h^c  either  en* 
gflg^ld  falftth;,  briRs^e  veifes'  in'kis  c^m^  be/bre  Dot^  of 
BefaiiTfotl.     Atcdrdihgiy,  I  kaiyt  taken  the  lAertf  to  teti 
y^ut  tnOjf^l^^  fUsii  cftehlftdry  of  L6tfrs  XiV;  appe^tfed  to  mi 
Cdon^tffoWaCffdei^  but,  I  fidd^iia^'Trdderick  eAlarg^ 'the 
f(5here*of  myide^.    The  verfti  i^ieh  your  inajefty  mall^ 
in   Neifa  refemble  thofe  cotlipdtili  bjf  Slfi^nld  ius  gtory^ 
Vol.  IL  D  d  when 
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when  he  declared,  after  the  enjoyment  of  every  thing.  All 
is  vanity  f  The  good  man  faid  this.  Indeed,  furrof«nded  by 
tYumt  hundred  wives  and  feveki  hundred  concubines,  himfelf, 
at  the  fame  time,  a  total  ftranger  to  the wfaokiwithout  either 
a  battle  or  a  fiege.  But,  with  the  permiffion^  fife,  of^  So- 
lomon and  you,  or  you  and  Solomon,  there  is  ftill  fome'little 
reality  in  the  world.  ' ' 

Behold  the  Chief>  whofe  gallai^t  bands.  _   ,.  . 
Have  vanquiih'd  the  Silefian  lands ! 
His  bipws  immortal  laurels  grace  ! 
Th^  Mofes  wait  for  his  embrace !  ^ 

The  Hero  and  the  Fair  he  calls 
To  Operas,  Comedies,  and  Balls  !     '  '    .'^ 

Redin'^d  oft  Glory's  radiant  breaft,  ^    * 

Prais'd,  honoar'd,  dreaded  and  cajrefsM>     . 
To  focial  life  with  eafe  he  bends. 
Whim  Viaory,  furpris'd,  attends. 
And  kt%  (how  rare  I)  kerrfav'rite  So»     .  » , 
In  peace,  improve  what  valour  won  ; 
Hears  hi^t,.  wheis nattonal  a&irs  --  \  I'.i' 

No  longer  need  his  aipuotts  cares,  ,v  .  .  ,i.  V 

Enamour'd  vfith  the  ftiain,  rehearic  .1 

From  ancient  leaves  of  clailic  verfe ;  :  :.,  ,•   .. 

And,  oft,  infpir'dj  fuch  numbers  >vrite      ,  .    •     , 
As  ftali  Pofterity  delight !  '  i   !    '    ,    *. 

Thus  Frederick  lives !  and  hours  like  thefc        .  '  . 
'  Are  conftituted,  all;  to  pleale  :     ■  ' 
'  Uealides  the  charm  rnaintain,  '        *••••• 

Nor  e*ef  admit  Chimera's  reign.  '    *"  •  '  *' " 

•I         .  ..:•'-  •     *       ♦.    ?V1'^*J     .* 

,  ««  Your  majefty  has  performed ^fnucb  in  a  Qiort^tipse.  I 
am  perfuaded  that  there  is  not;a,p^non  earth, jBiprcpccu- 
nied  than  yourfelf,  and  more  involved  in  a  vaf^iety  pf  affairs 
9f  every  kind.  But  with  this  infa^iable  gWtM^  v^t|ic;b,brings 
fo  many  objefts  within  the j^fpb^re  jof .•  its  adiv|ty^,jpu.fliiJ 
retain  that  fuperiority  of  reafon  wjhich  elevaus  ypu  above 
what  vou  are,  ariji  what  you  4«# 

•         '^    ■    . .;  -All 


F    *    ?    D    E    R    I    C;  K      II.  4<13 

^^  All  I  fear  is,  left  y«u  (hould  acqoire  top  great  a  con* 
fempt  for  meo.  The  millions  of  aniqaajs  without. feathers, 
and  with  two  feet,  which  .people  the  gla^,  are  at  an  im- 
menfe  diQance  fcooi  yowr  perfon,  with  refped  to  the  faculties 
of  their  mind,  as  wtH  as  their  condition.*  Ther«  is  a  beau- 
tiful verfe  in  Miiton  j  .  * 
"*'  Amongfi  unequals  no/ocietyj** 

•*  Another  vn.Iucky  circumftance  is,  that  your  majeftjT 
paints  fo  well  the  noble^  fcnaveri^cs  of  ^politicians^  the  in- 
^erefted  affiduity  of  courtiers,  ice,  ,tbfit  you  will  ftnifji  by 
doubting  of  the  affe(3ion.4>f  men  of  every  l^nd,  and  take  it 
for  a  truth  demonftraied  in  morals,  tMt  k^  is  impoffible  to 
•love  a  king  for  Wmfclf.  Permit  nae,  fire,  to  take  the  liberty 
of  thus  oflTering  you  my  demon ftration.  Is  it  not  true,  that 
we  cannot  help  loving  ibr  himielf  a  mao  of  fup^rior  under* 
landing,,  who  potlfbfles  many  talents,  and  to  alUbofe  talents 
adds  the  art  of  pleafing  i .  Now,  ffaould  this  fuperior  genius 
unfortunately  happen  tp  be  a  king,  ought  fuch  a  circum- 
ftance  tO:put  iiim  on  a  worfe  footing  than  other  men^  And 
Ihall  we  love  him  lefs  becaufe  he  wears  a  crown  ?  For  my 
own  party  I  feel  that  the  prown  is  far  frotxi  producing  tha( 
effca.    lam,  &;c.'V 

(92)  Epijilifrom  Voltaire  U  thi  King  rf  Prujfia. 

lil-jadging  Jeilers  !    Critics  unreclaim'd  I 
Falfe  Wits  1  whofe  (land'rous  tongues  have  worth  defiun'd  I 
Ye !  thoaghtlefs  Speakers  i  ignprantly  bold  \ 
Who  Mmuwcbs  JAj§ur  fcales  attempi  to  Jiold, 
And  qaeftion  the  e^afken^  of  a  inind 
In  which  the  Hero  and  the  Sage  arc  joiii'dl 
Ye!  Enemies {ifQloryapd of  Rhimel 
Cenfors  of  jsings!  Seek  the  5/V^m  clime! 
An  hpndred  JUegicMv  lie  d^fie^ted  ^here : 
To  Neifss  where  Frederick  fought^  Come  !  if  yoo  dare ! 
7here«  my.Piiilo{Qplic?  in  omon  flaods 
lyUh  brilliant  Fame  :  Bellonii  he  ^^^^vtvm^t ; 
.     i  Dda  Of 
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Of  Sweden**  Cli»l^  th^  iiiti«pidlbttf  ftetm 
TImui  Him  mioft  vAM,  e^neneM  and  wiA^!-  • 

Wkh  ttaiv^r&l  talents  btelt  ^  i^tt»»# 
Aad  gsias  die  race  of  Alts  fip»  )^5idom*s:  Ibiii.. 
Of  Nature  hcican  view  ther  w«ikfii  poftmnd  $^     ' 
Of  pious  Quacks  dt'cironeous  ^t^  iroaftnwfei 
At  feaftsy  with  mf^coofirdm^d  and.  UVnU.&iicw 
Preeminently  vfe  the  pow^r  topleaif ;  ^        .     . 

All-knowledge;  and  ali-a£tiDn»  <±a  proceed 
Rom  Sports  to  Battles^  with  a '\naorS  ^d^ 
Can,  foaring;  finra  Parnaffian  foamib^  riie, 
And^.neaf  OSfytepus  feric  ful^nier  fdes. 
M^t  the  TWdfci^  Charles^  GvAxna,  dr  T«renne» 
Thaagbjiiftly  rank'd  amongft  the<brateft^en» 
,    Had  ever  A'unk*  or,  in  idea»  &ai. . 

Th^  ytjftrviijpmng  flreamt.of  HippMreme : 
Tet,  7i&c^^  oil  whom  therMliiJil.dia}^ 
,  Altbyoi»9kle&.poUfl^d>  c^^[d i»ot.jto  h(l^p;tf^t|; 

^  Prince  abpye  tk^  f^^vfff  g}oiy  fliej^ 
Warrior  and  Bard,  Ins  ^0i^(<  force. he,jt^!ff^p  * 
Npw,  like  Achilles,  glows  wit^  martia]^,fij^  s , 
And«  now>  Iil(^e  Homer.  ^^^?.  tk'nn^giiaU'd  tyf^  ^ 
By  turns;  the  Scdorge  of  Auftrxaan4,of  pools^  . 
Great  in  the  Csd>inet,  as  gryat  in  Schools, 
Tfue  Policy's  vail  force  Us  prpjods^w?  - 
"Whilil  Wit  and  Learmng  throogH  his  ccMnverfe  flow* 
Now,  Rome*,  Geneva  now  Im  fnules  exdtes ; 
•  -      ¥ot^  as  He  ^aks»  gtve^  battle*,  a£b>  or  writes , 
I^rd  of -Hblifelf^  eonfiflent'he  it^maitts. 
And,  ftiU,  di*^  iUhromilifh^d^hkrifter  fal^s.  " 
Dear  Prince  !  feenre  ^m  all' tbofe  dangers  rofl. 
Which,  fip^ woH^andfenTe,  dittin'my  bfeafi ! 
Concert  and  ejtecute!  Ay  wiW-'ifiij^y  ?*' 
Yet,  canbm  balte  to  thh'no  dePrenioc  per^. 
Ouns,  charg'd'by^  Ftofs-^  may  tiirow  iHiHktaillead' 
!     Widqh  jQiivers  an  enliglftenMlf  ero'rhead :« 

Its  weight,  increafing  dironghits^toicfeexiNFcoiiHe^    . 
Cuts  thi&;iiiAling  air  wkh  eqtrn^  iihrre; 

.  '  1  Theiu 
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Then,  ftreecht>  «id  4ad^  m|)t  a  glo^Wi»*^dMiie> 

On  the  ibft^-jb^; we  view  ti^r  l^ftUft  fr«ai«^ 

ThoQ  to  thy  native  Land  a  corfk  art  lnt>ught !     . 

Whe^^tfiR^vAeiaeMiyt*  DMbaaiiig thought! 

Upon  #iMr  Form  which  wars,  vi£lori(H»,  w^'A;  ' 

See  Oam  dUM^  iiAnumiu  esytg'd  i 

An4j  hoi  tk'AMttmiA^ the  pii|4lf  vile 

or  AtMiNMiii^  iliiMikHiika       dc^a 

Their  8O¥'fti^i|%4^|-t;0l4iin«Sf(    Th^X  es^lain 

The  nature  of  his  phitofophiQ  b|^ ; , 

MwkitsftniUty;  a4i«uriiag,iajrj^ 

^'  Hcre^  did  th'imriraiiM  thoiii^  its powYdifplay  I" 

Then  pouting  to  the  fliatter'd  hearti  declarct 

''  Beneficence  ani  Jiikic  fiouri&'d  there  I 

**  Tiiere,  ml!  tie  Virtues  iKfl  rejbicM  to  meet,. 

^*  And  Greatnefs  chofe  it  for  hir  fav'rite  feat !" 
Now,  tfi^  Ibcifion-kilives. .  .  •  but,  I  i'efraiii : 

TKeTe  lays  no  more  (hab  iiich  defcripdons  (tain : 

With  ftrokes  terrific  is  the  picture  fraught. 

And  my  fi>ttl  (hridkii  in  hiMrrorv  from  the  thddghh 

May  Heav'n,.|bat  Ftedlnck  wiih delight  Amreyl^ 

And  marks  the  QpOtlcMb  fplender  of  Us  days, 

A  life  thus  led  one  lengtken'd  Ueffing  aiiike, 

For  hist  for.  mine,  and  §or  die  Katiott's  iake ! 

Lov'd  Prince !  in  pleaftf  #,  ibdft  (Areet  Price  <$f  Worth !) 

In  warand  peace,  (arpafs  M  Ics  of  £aith  I 

Theoihricp  Jlark^  Ulrit  i  Th«^« 

With  Jenfmci  by  milliimt.df^  degrees^ 

Fall  ihort  of  deedl  and  ^nalHiei  fike  thine. 

And  ceafe,  'midft  FirtiUrmmt  \Mm%i  to.  fhine. 

Whilft  each  bright  vidory  thf'  n6xt  er^tates. 

And,  thus,  extends  thy  ^or^  ind  dby  ftates. 
Remember  that  my  littfi^  Whan  battles  rag'd. 
Thy  virtues  fuag,  and  thjr  ^^qpldite'prefag'd : 
Think  Thou  haft  deign'd,  in  wriorig,  ta  declare. 
Though  rais'd  to  Grandep's  heights.....^  / hvcFpUain  ! 

Swift  Vidlor  !     Politician  wi&  !  .  Adiea!    . 
To  nu  thine  Itwtt  prefents  the  Ticbtft\\vH  \ 

D  d  3  n/i 


TbifMrty  vanquifliM  pronn'ces  cfumeiglis  ! 
And,  mofryOii /i^W^fMiedbcylgasBe!        -    '' 

(93)  Ltturfrm  FoU0ir4t9  the  Ki^gj^Pti{ll^^.X'l^%> 

«•  5jrj5»  .  .     *       .. .'..  t :  \.  •.     /r 

«<  Whilft  I  wts  ill,  your  fiMJeftfiha»f^^Hbraied  mere  bril- 
**  liant  anions  than  I  have  cxpe^cacA'rvtu^fMlof  4te  fever. 
*«  I  was  unable  to  anfwer  yeur  bu^efty'f  kice  misAkir  Af  good- 
^*  neft.  Befides,  where  eouM  I  have addreflid  my  letter.^ 
**  To  Vienna?  to-Prcfcurg?  to  Temcfwar?  You  might 
^*  have  entered  one  oFtfaefe  towns  \  and  indeed,  if  there  is  a 
<*  being  who  can  b6  prefent  ill' fevers)  pt4<fes  M  a  time,  it  is 
<*  afiuredly  youffelf,  in  quality  of  the  image  of  tbe  divinityy 
^^  as  all  princes  are  s  and  a  very  thinking  and  very  adive 
**  image  tHis  is  I  But,  not  to  conceal  the  truth,  I  did  not 
•*  write  becaufe  I.was  in  my  bed  while  your  majefty  was*  on 
**  horfebs^ck  flying  from  plac&to  place  caveied  with  fiic>w 
••  and  with  fuccefles.  ,        /" 

Could  I,  for  ariain  cratk  5,  receive  •         • 

What  th'  Efcnlapian  tribes  believe. 

I,  foQj),.niuft  be  content  to  die. 

And  to  that  only  region  By, 

Wh^re,  ofyur  fame  the  brilliant  rayi       .  %    -    - 

Have,  hitherto,  difdaiu'd  to  blasie  ;  *  «  •' 

Where  aU  the  TraveUers  refafe        .  ^    -  -  •  •  • 

To  bring  one  iingle  piece  of  newa  t 

Where,  pooring  in,  from  day  to  day* 

Sods,'  dull  and  barb'nms  we  furvey,  • 

Which,  from  Hungarian  bodies  buril^ 

Or  thofe  of  Pandours,  as  accural. 

At  your  command,  by  found  of  drum,         -^^  ■ ' 

tJnto  their  kimdrtd  Devil  come ;  '      ' 

They  dy'd,  by  Frederick's  decre«« J   • 

His  injur'd  honotir  to  appcafe.  •  ^'      ►-  ' 

What  ih'ange  id^^a  may  we  a*;;c5 

In  the  dcfcription  of  this  plnce  i  ' 

AW 


Mi  MM  dikev  th«*t»frlc,  the  Jew, 
^ke  Cbriiliaii,  w3ltli»<  theme -pnrfte  ( 
Diviaosand  Iki&ikB^S^^mu 
Mike.iMtfalbAnifiiubM^  / 

0£  this  ^r«i|^.  ]Jmd  vi{4*iketcbes.  draw  J 
Delineate  fpots^tbc^t  nf^vtr&w ;    . 

Fwtead  to  give  th^  axa£Uft  iF>fi^» 
And^  f^lCAy^  .call  the  pi^ure  true. 

-  -  Tkns,  credalaitf;ia  Satire^slbaixu    .         ' 

ParifiaaJ>oIuvKll>id;f  explain  J  -- 

,  Hofv  much  \hfi  Kgkty  Sons  of  France 
)  Lave  a  pol^dca}  {tomance  J  :  •  .,;^  ,* 

.Kow«  they  judge  wrong ;  now»  argue  weU> .  . 
.  „,^t,  each  event  afFeft  to  tell ; 
;  Now,  with  authoritative  air, 
^    '^r/fr-^'j approaching  Fate  declare; 

P^rZ^<i/j,^«rr  martial  progrefs  view,  "^ 

And  fay  what  will  t)ecome  of  Tou  f 
Their  empty  converiktions  fliew 

They  judge  of  0»^* they  little  know*         i    ■  . 

,.  ..  '  *  * 

^*  I  only  fet  one  foot  pa  the  haokt  of  ;tbe  Styx,  but  I  aRi> 
'<  extremely  ferry,  Hre,  for  the  nugiber  of  poor  wretches  > 
**  whom  I  faw  ferried  over.     Some  arrived  from  Scharding, 
•*  others  from  Prague,  or  Iglau^   'Will  you  never  ccafc,  you 
^  and  your  brother  kings^  to  ravage  this  earth,  which  you  all 
*'  have  (as  yoii  pretend)  ftich  a  deftre  to-render  happ^  ? 

Rather  than  draw  the  fharpenM  fteel, 

WhoTe  defolating  drakes  all  feel. 

The  found  and  virtuous  counfels  hear 

Of  the  good  Alfle  de  Saint  Purre  / 

"  He  would  grant  you  whalfoevcr  you  could  aft  for,  as 

'•eafUyas  Lycurgus  divided  the  lands  of  Sparta,  and  with 

**  the  fame  facility  by  which  equal  |portions  are  given  to  the 

"monks.    He  would  eftablifh  the  fifteen  goveriMnenis  of 

D  d  4  *•  Henry 


«<  Henry  IV.  of  whi^^  J^  jHr|f|i«.  lianmi  ikit  Henrr 
""«  never  fo  much  a&dfiiM^  ...TteililuiQfjfiiittft'tfliKietaries, 
«  who  drew  up  his  memimn$  indeai,  iMmiwMdl  fiich  a  cir- 
«*  cumftance^  but,  Villeief  tfatftc^Mf  4^ feM,«iiiianinift€r 
«*  for  foreign  affaki(8»  is  filent  on  (heliikjeft.  It  if  t»Ieafaot 
*<  enough  to  fea  the  projeS  of  unfettltng  fo  many  throoes  al- 
«<  tributed  to  Henry  IV.  who  hssA  fcarcely  becoftie  fettled  on 
*«  his  own.  In  the  interim,  fire,  and  utotil  this  fiaropean 
«*  diet  fhall  aflemble  to  render  all  jnOBardii  moderate  and 
<*  content,  your  majefty  orderf  nne  to  fend  yoa  what  I  have 
*<  lately  (iniftied  of  (he  age  of  Loviia  XIV.  becaufis  you  find 
**  time  to  read,  when  other  men  have  no  time  for  any  thing. 
*«  I  exped  my  papers  from  Bruflels,  arid  will  have  tbc^  tran- 
ce fcribed  in  obedience  to  your  miyeflfy's  ordera.  iPou  will 
«*  perceive,  perhaps,  th^t  (  embracf^  too  mucl^  gro^q^,  butu 
«*  I  worked  principally  lor  your  fnajefty,  the  fpjbc|'^  of  the 
«*  world  did  not  appefir,  ]i|  my  idjjg,  i:y>Viitei^ve,  ^  I  fliall 
«*  have  the  honour,  ther^f^ci^,  ^f  fi;i}dffjg  jaj^jif  fSff^Yt  '^^  * 
«*  month,  an  enormous  (^ctf^f,  i^Jy^fe  Y'iJf  fe4y?»  f****^ »» 
^<  the  thickeS  ranks  of  battle,  oV  in  the  trenches.  I  am  not 
«f  fure  that  you  are  happier  amidft  alT  Ais  crafli  ef  glory  tbaa 
«» you  were  In  the  fwcct  retreat  of  Rbeinjherg» 


,  flmring  ^ra^  a  heart  Siicere, 
.  A§?i5pt  piy  tore !  f<»»jmk  u  d^w* 
QreatfT^jfe!  ^s  a^a  Yoi|  ^^9  J99n^4 
To  Rhein(b€rg  ai^d  your  jpplifh'd  mi|id  \ 
As  dear  as  wKen,  f:ontcnt  to  ra^e 
Of  eloquence  the  mighty  bla^^ 
You,  onci^  engag*d  in  laying  "mi^ 
Thofe  paffions  which  have  Kings  difgrac'd ; 
As  die^r  a^  wb^  ytmr  Mufe  ^Vi 
The  vice  ;«i4  (oily  wbLpb  pTf  niird. 
Striving;  s^/riepdfy  wa^r  tfi  w^ge 
Againft  the  viftii^s  trf  thrfr  ragft. 


That 
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<^  Reeefve,  fire,  with  your  uftta!  beitigtiitirs  1117  prcfomid, 
<*  JNK(J3dft,  and  €he  afftiraitce  of  tiiat  vtsnenitlon  wlridi  will 
«*  fiever  ceafe,  and  of  that  tiendernefs  yrfiich  vrfll  ceaT*  only 
•^  when  yott  {hall  no  longer  love  me.'** 

(94)  Bpi/Hefrom  V^haln  to  4bt  SSng  9fPnffia. 

"May  15*^  1 74a. 

^   .    .     "jif  m>ft  liuferviijg  ^Q  |)f  cpo)TO*4»  * 

To  twenty  Mjfterf  Jink'^^  ypp  fe^fi  thfiir  CQpmongiiifei 
Thefc  Mafteri  all  |rc  Tyrants.     Glpiy  is  ^/ry?  i 

^/j  bfijliant  fcttcfs  Tou  admif e : 

Nor  lefs  on  your  pontic  fire 
■        Than  your  exploits.  He  bids  the  blaze  pf  Via*ry  burft. 

Deep  Poficy  ftands  at  l^s  fide. 

More  miid  and  latent^  bat,  as  ftrong ; 
Plots  to  preferve,  anmil>  aflbciate  or  divide^ 
And  marks  your  fteps,  as  Glory  leads  your  fhrm  idong^ 

Jbi^tdl  and  Fakh,  not  oft  ally'd, 
i!oe»  0  ibtir  dUP^ent  Tisws,  the  peoAled  arms  ihfsy  wield : 
Th  ^WHs*  provft  i^nirfimfimnk*  or  m^ts  wia^Pd. 
f  ron\  d^  to  d%y  fit9\  f  r^io^  f^ld  liw  perUi  ^e ! 

ipu^fi  ^vith^du^  hpyf  to  dvfar f 
Thefe  wiA  engaging  words ;  jwd  tl^ffi  wi*  rfi^^s  wife 
To  make  a  fabjugated  land  your  pow'r  revere, 

Hw.  e^fifii  ^  toU !  what  chcxJcs  Yoa  find  I 
Cr^m»  ^f9(  not  half  fq  cbarming  as  they  aS  appear^ 

W]^  ce^  to  feA  the  Horo's  miod^i 

"And 


:0 

<<  And,  yet,  fife !    to  jM  (fee  t^A^  nothhig ;  (o  fou  all  ii 

<*  natural  i  jF^ttperfortn  great  ^tid  wife  at&ionrwttfi  as  much 

«*  facility  at  you  compoie  mufic  and  pottry,'  and  W^^te  tbofc 

**  letters  which  would  fecUre  to  anyaccomplfflfed  genius  in 

^  Fi;ancf;  a  4iftingiM(faed  rank  among  his  jealous  rivals**  .  * 

;  V^^t^co^i^vfS.ijbm^^cipe.tl^tyottr  mfyefiy  wi|l  coiifiaiidatO' 

V  tbp  pqape.pf^^rop^  as  joa  have  ihal^en  it,  ap4  .that  4py 

<^  fellow-creatures  will  hlels  ^  j(qu. after  having  adoiredyou. 

^<  My  expedation  is  not  wholly  founded  on  the  projeiEt  which 

^«  the  abbe  de^ot  Pierre  l}as  fentto  your  oiaj^fty^i  I  pre^ 

<<  fume  that  yoi^  Jee  things  which  the  pacificator,  too  little 

«*  attended  to  by  this  world,  only  wants  to  fee,  and  that  the 

««  philofophic  king  is  perfedly  acquainied'with  whai  the  phi* 

««  lofophe^'  trbo  is  no  king,' ftrives  in  vatn  to  fzthom.    I 

<*  ftill  prefiitaie  ihocii  from  your  charitable  intentions.     But 

<<  i^hat  puts  me  inperfeft  fecurity,  is  the  imitortatioii  which 

•*  your  majedy  has  juft  made  frpm  France  of  a  dgize^  male 

<*  and  female  cutters  of  capers } .  we  feldom  dance  bif  t  in  peace, 

<*  though  it  is  true  you  have  made  fome  neighbouring  powert 

«<  pay  the  piper  \  but  that,  js  for  the  common  ^^t\i^^  and 

*«  your  own.   You  have  rc-eilabliflied  the  dignity  and  prero- 

**  gativcs  of  the  ele^rs*    Up()p  a  fuddeo  you  lure  become 

«Mhe  arbiter  of  Germany*  ajiyd  ipm^i^g^a  (fi^peror^  no- 

«<  thing  w^.  wanting  to  yotfr£s)f  .but  the  title.     With  this 

**  you  have  one  huodred  and  twenty,  thoufiind  men,  well 

<«  formed,  well  armed,  well  clothed,  well  fed,*  and  loyally 

*<  difpofed.     At  the  bead  of  them  you  have  gained  towns  and 

**  battles-,  fe  it'fdlry^tf  to  dance,  fifc?     Voitur«-would  have 

*  ^  told  you  thaf  you  have  the  air  Of  a  ckncer^  Vtrt  I  am  not  (o 

^*  familiar  as  he  was  with  great  men  and  kingSj  nor  does  it 

**  become  me  to  banter 'thehi; 

'.  •     .  ■       • '  '^  - 

♦  The  attlie  deSaiat  Pierre  wrote  tvreiity  volumes  on  politics. 
He  fi*cquFnriy  fent  the  king  of 'Pruffia  -  and"  odifer  princes  pJ^ojefts 
for  a  general  pacifidition*  Cardinal  Dubois  ddkdkiy  works  the 
^Ircams  of  j^  man  of  wprth^, 

«Inftcad 
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^•Ihfteaidof  6\^elve  good  academicians,  you  hav^,'  then, 
"  fire,  tWelvi- excellent  dancers.  This  is  rathdr  efauer  Co  fiodt 
•*  and  ihRnTttfy  more  gay ;  for  We  have  more  than  once  fccn 
"  heroes;  "v^afied  with  aicidcmicianS,  divert  thetftfclvcs  with 
"aaortlflft'theopcfa.        ' 

•^•TWHi^ri;  howfcver;  with  which  your  majcfftydceoratiet^ 
<^  Berlift^  does  not  hinder  yoa  from  thinking  of  polite  lite- ' 
"  ratuTe. "  Under ytfaffaufpiccsi  one  taftc  does  not  clafli  agiiiift 
*«  another/' 'There lai-c  fbxifr  With  only  6ne  tafte,  yburs  is 
"  end<wedw!th'ilUcCdnJplffltth^rrfsi  knd  IfOoD  confidered' 
<<  all  mankind  as  deferving  of  his  love,  he  would  grant  this' 
*«  uilTvXHWllty  to  all  Jj'rfncfcsi  thit  tliey  might  be  able  td  3if- 
«  cern  w4iat  Is  good  of  every  kind,  andproteft  it.  It  was' 
«  for  th«,-l  imagiric^,  that  they  wtre'originalfy  formed.    ' 

**  I  know  fome  adlors  of  tragedy,  not  without  talents,  and* 
"  whd'MghVfuityourmajefty}  for,  I  flatter  myfelf  that 
•<  ybb  \f!H  tiorVhoHyronfine*  your  favours*  to  Italian  non* 
•<  fenW'arid'Ffetittl'^nfboIs.  The  herd  will  always  like 
•*  the  'thearfe*  tvhirfc'frerbw  arc  repreftntea.  May  you,  iiire,* 
•*  foon  enjoy^alf  ^irts^^of  pleiafu^ts,  as  you  have  acquired* 
*•  every  kind  of  glory^  This  is  thfc  fittciere  wiih  of  your* 
•*  admirer,'  and  fubjWa-from  inclination,  biit  who  utifortu* 
**  natcly  does  tibt  Wve  in  your  dominions  ?  It  is  the  unfeign- 
^<  ed  emotion  of  a  mrnd  penetrated  with  the  greatnefs  of 
*<  yours,  indof  a  iiea[Et  which  Interefts  itfdf  ia  your  hap* 
**  pinefs  as  warnily  as  yourfclf. 

*'  Rec^elv^,  fire,  with  your  ufual  goodnefsj  my  very  pro- 
^*  found  refpeas/f 

(95)  Letter' from  the  king  ofPruJJia  to  Vohmr'i.^ 
**  Had  the  biftorics  of  the  world;  been  wrjttca  like  that 
*^  with  which  you  hgve  entrufted.  ine,  we  ibould  be  better 
'<  informed  of  the  q^anners  of  all:ages,  and  kfs'impofed  upon 
*'  by  hifloriaiYS.  The  more  I  know  (yf  yma^  the  more  do  I 
>^  (^iifcover  that  .you  ace  an  extraordinary  man.    Never  did  I 

"  read 


4ijt  L   1  ^    B     or 

**  read  t  more  dutiful  %le  than  that  oif  the  Hiftory  ctf  Louis 
««'  J^l  V/  i  read  every  paragraph  three  or  foot  cimcss  fo  much 
*<  am  I  cjichattted  with  it|  each  line  carries  conriAioii :  the 
««  whple  if  mriched  with  excellent  reflediions :  not  a  falfe 
*<  thought,  nothing  puerile,  and  every  fentence  bears  the 
**  ilMDP  of  i>erfc4  impaFtial^tf  •  .  As  foon  as  I  have  gone 
**  throvgh  the  who)e  work^  I  will  feod  you  ajfew  trifling  re* 
*'  tMTk$f  amppgothcrt^  oo  the  German  names,  which  are  ra- 
«« th<:r  ill  treated  ^  a  circumllaoca  which  nay  throw  obfcurity 
H  pn  Ihr  vnirk^^  -M;  there  arc  names  whicb  fct  cosje&ure  at 

**  I  could  wUh  ihat  your  pen  had  compofi^l  every  work 

•5  that  has  appeared,'  which  is  at  all  toftrudive.    This,  in- 

**  deedt  would  be  a  fure  mean  of  impnnrement^  aod  of  dcri* 

M  ving  utility  from  reading* 

.  *f  1  aoi  fonietioics  out  of  patience  with  the  trifling  manner, 

V  thr  mf agre  reflcdions,  or  the  drynefs  which  pfevaib  in 

V  Cf rtaip  autbora.  They  throw  the  buitben  of  inftmdioo 
«*  upon  the  ftader  f  /^ir fpare  your fcadera  this  trouble;  lets 
^  man  be,  or  not  be,  poi&ikd  of  ju^menl^  be  proSo  eiiually 
*^  by  3PC(ur  worlu  ^  memory  alone  is  sequifite* 

«^  1  CQnjttfC  you,  my  dear  friend,  to  inform  me  ofeverf 
**  ihif  gyoe  are  dojng  at  Ciftyt  wbt^  I  envy^" 

^$6)  The  falknviiig  are  Fj^irick's  verfes  to  Arnaud: 

D*Arnaad  !  Command  thy  Gemus  and  thy  Lyre 
Thefc  cOU  and  tdfpid  Canton^  to  inTpire  I 
Chafe  the  daU^flombers  of  my  Mufe  away. 
And  bid  her  lifiea  to  thy  mag^c  lay  ! 
In  drains  To  dt^ant  afid  warm  as  tfiine 
Ovit  l^ytephft  as^  dyp^i^  Oodd^ii  ihill  fhhiel 
ttm  dVt  JWftr  <5lrp^^tiffg  fdngs^  fttStes, 
M^ali  hMltetA^Gehtte  Fletfvr^  gdde^ ! 
JiWlttl)^«  witlMtemMity,  arife, 
b^xronfcioes  triampk  iecfe  £uUtmea  ikiqj 
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-''  ^^«0mt|gs^airf  tffi Vlrgil^t  Ctoicf  ii<iWiti^ 

TheGalik  PJi4bii8b.kfrili%i>^^ 

Seems  to  precipitate  his  own  decline. 

•  Afcend!  MdctearoniidjTfttrbr^  " 

Afectmd  Sim,  ah^DiiglxdR;  fiW^fhboISYila^f 
Thus  does  the  Iteattceoas  doibnfi|Qckf 

Ten  that  the  Mom  fhaH  bi^httrbeaflu  dil^f  ^-^ 

*  'i'  .         ' 

(97)^V^keii  Pff€rferfefeidd6red^MiMt^  ma* 

BufcriplSy  he  rometimes  agreeably  exc)if$^  himfeif,  tQhave 
the  oJ>pohunity  of  flattering  61$  royat  pupit..  YieldMig^one 
day,  to  bis  fblicit^tions,  he  fatd,  ^^  Sin^  fam  gsing  t9  fut  of 
^  tie  Mti  ifOUiiffs  gown  and  band^  onkL  I  wiUtBiH  fxeifilii  the 

Sometineies  the  king  dlfpMted  with  faiin^  but  fina|}y^  avowed 
his  fifutrs  and  adopted  the  corredltons/  The  po^m  m  Wkr 
occaftoned  a  difcuffioa  between  thefe  two  gre^t  ;nen.  V6l« 
taire  was  of  opinion  that  a  dida£lic  ppeih»^the  uniformity  of 
which' p(eherall^  produces  languor,  ought  to^ontaih  but  few 
examples,  as  examples  are  generally  cold..  He  wiflied  to 
have  k  orAainented  vritK  agreeable  eptfpdes,  which»  by,  va- 
rying the  progrefs  of'  the  poem.,  .i|)ig)it  awalceo^tbe  tmagi- 
nation  of  the  reader.  Frederick,  on  the.coiit^ary,  ^Hedged 
that  a  poem  like  his  required  fewer  epifodes  than  examples, 
becaufe  examples  give  birth  to  enthufiafm  and  couragp^ 

(98f)  Ih  lyjiS,  M.  dc  Maupcrtuis  had  been  fent  by  the 
French  Government  to  the  polar  circle  with  Meffieurs  Clai- 
raut,  Camus,  Le  Mdnnier,  and  Clithler,  to  meafure  a  degree* 
and  Verify  tht!  true  figure  of  the  earth.  The  meafurca  which 
they  took,  and  the conclufions  which  tbeydrew,  amountedto 
aproof  diat  the  form  of  the  earth  was  fuch  as  it  bad  beende- 
fcribed  by  the  immortal  Newton  when  he  purfupd  hi^  philofor 
phical  refearches  in  his  ftudy.  Voltaifc  and  all  the  Newtonians 
celebra^d,  th^  return  of  the  acadc^micians.    Maupertuis  had 

him- 


I  hitnfelf  painted  iArtiiebabrt  of  a'UlribiNiir^K^^ 
ing  the  earth.   TWi  pia6t#%Vairto|£ni«ed«  and  VdtHire  wrote 
theie  ferfeg  at  the  botonh  xyfiOm  ^rinti:  i :       ^ .  >  -  /  I 

The  Globe's  vaft  fpace,  oncct  ffightly^  afeertainM, 
By  AiW,morejiifUxme^ur'daBd,expUm'4,      ^ 
Shallylikca^lorioiis  moniunent, proclaim  , ,.  _  ,* 
Hi3  pow'rfiU  talents  and-hk  matcUefs  fame*    . 
Earth ihews  her  f(Hin  to  his  inquiring  mind, 
AndiM.repoit^ligltts  MrUlft  itinftro^flMlM. 

«  For' ten  years  Voltaire  had  parried  ona  1  i tcrary  u^tercoarfc 
with.Maupcrtuis,  whom.he  always  .flattered,  becaufe  he  knew 
his  weaknefs^  treating  him  as  a  lover  would  ferve  a  haughty 
and  capr iclo^^  mifircfs.  When  Maupertuis,  in  1733,  pub- 
Jiihed  his  eifay  on  the  figure  of  the  pljanets,  Voltaire  wrote  to 
htm  as  follows  ;  *^  /  bave  nad  it  vi/Jtb  as  much  please  as  4 
•♦  girl  reads  a  romance^  or  a  devotee  thegofpeW* 

Almofi  all  the  letters  from  Voltaire  to  Maupertuis  were  in 
the  fame  fiyle.  ^  The  latter  had  been  of  the  fociety  of  Ma- 
dame du  Chatelet,  and  quarrelled  with  her/  Attempts  were 
made  to  reconcile  them,  but  the  haughtin^fs  of  Maujpertuis 
rendered  every  meafure  of  this  fort  abortive.  ^ 

This  difference  ftill  fubfifted  when  Voltaire  was  received 
at  the  French  academy,  and  in  his  difcourfe  he  did  not  men- 
lion' him  among;  the  great  men  then  living,  Maujpertuis  con- 
tinued long  hurt  at  this  negled. 

Voltaire  made  amends  for  the  addtitional  chagris  af  ifing 
from  the  favour  in  which  he  was  with  Frederick,  by  re^ 
doubling  his  attention  and  politenefs  towaodshim,  ^  ^^11  as 
\he  othcr^  Frenchmen,  to  whom  he  nevjcr  fppke^but  in  the 
civileft  and  moft  flattering  terms.  He  had  them  frequently 
to  dine  with  him,  and  the  invitations  were  always  given  to 
eat  the  kings  roajl\  the  name  which  he  beftowed^  ie  table 
allowed  him  hy  the  king.    ... 


;(^~PQr£Mi«^  atItlii|titiaMvil^Qti:tto]mfi)udim 
Ffc4e«ntk;.i&Qi»r  ;;lnteiiddd'JtbteiW  jfiil>|tA9vii*Mite^ 
more  dum  ^hat^»a«vrcsi)ljf^  49e  to'  tb^^oMA  IdMiw  £ud:Mil 
the  ifoc^ti^  M  ^  im^T'^I^Jhl^mr^im'^l^lpf^0n,wiril} 
^^ftgbty  but  it  is  not /or  me  to  profit  by  it.** 

!      '''\\  .n*>T'   *- .'   c,:"'^   r^')'M»^    •  li    •■^'♦;   ariT    (lOi) 

The  king,  becoming  a  little  calmer,  aflced  him  what.j^ 
thought  of  it.  The  fecretaiy  replied,  **  Sire,  you  have  in- 
«  vjteil^im  tQ^^e^^^your^pS^fon^;  the;9giq5jjiffi^ 
«  point  9f ^iudgipg  i^ra J  it^^  bf  %n{J  fiJaip^ble^.  y^u  j^ 
"  bavcj^tia)ecQoi*gh  %;d|fmi&h«mJ^,..  Jke -kiftg  ^maiffgcl: 
ffleot  fora  mp^snent,  apid,  then,  /aid»,|o  Q'^^j^c^ -f'^J^^jj  i»"# 

Frederick's  exceffive  angeij  .agaixift  yoj{^rf,.oi^^tihjs,pi;*^ 
caGon,  is  faid  to  have  arifen  from  the  following  anecdote  rc« 
feted  to  him  by  MaupA0wis;-,-Onc  day  tl^^tgeiv^-al  A^ 
ftein  was  in  Voltaire's  room,  where  he  was  putting  ttc  tne^ 
moirs  of  that  officer  into  French,  the  kingfentihim.axopy  of 
vierf«s,.iii  his  manner,  t9.exia.mHQei  .Voltairj^,  ^qn  ^hip  ,©c- 
cafioii,  wiflied  D^anfteiq  a  |0(3d  d^y, Jajiing  to  him,  ^^^Anofhor, 
•*  timel  my  frifnd^  yoH  fif  the  iiry;  has  Jfifl,^Jffg  f^^M^  ^[^^^ 
«*  Umen  to^-WQjh^  /  .will  wojh your^  ^fterv/^dby*.  ^j     .  /   v  . 

The  perfons  who  conveyed  tbefe  pjeafantrie^  to  the  kingf 
excited  him,  alfo,  to  retaliate  oq  ^he  poet^^apdno  (oonei:  did 
any  joke  efcape  Frederick  than  it  was  infiantly  carried  to 
yoltairc.,  ^La  Mettr^^^  having;  f^id  t^j^^jth^ ^ Jong  jhat  others 
%vere  jealous  of  the  fayour  aqd  forjturie  of  VplpW^j  he  replied^ 
♦*  l,et  iim  go  ony  we  f^uteT^^  the  orqnge^  and  throw  it  away 
•'  when  we  have  Jwaltqwed  the, juiced  ,  This  anecdote  does  no^ 
ill  paint)  in  my  opinion,  Frederick's  defign^  ppop  Voltaire, 

^    '      ^'  ■"   '   '      He 


ii»tet«r'bi4«4^«iep«t9tia  b^toigk  hit  wmM  <«rMM 
«M>iMlliiM'k7'Air«khi«t«4<«iikbft   itifivluid^ 

diiiNi,A«(ll(ditHf  tr  U«*»  c«il>afttir|«pd  Uit  l«ii^M||MlBr. 

(lOi)  The  abb^  de  Pnide*,  who  had  beea  oUiged  to 
qtt'  ^Mhfl»>  otf <dt!i^ttl  dP  k'  i^ift^diMa^df  lililk  he 
w«K'iMrtfte«tttlor,  fbirMifJtarjIuiii'f^Mrtttelta^br  PrrtSb; 
wtD^^tAdii^  »-pI«>'^>e  >h  o^Khhi^  fbUk'cidaid'  hiuhimte 
priefts.     Tbi*  abb^  bowevcfir;  #sb  fofpiiaM;  ditridif  the' 

Wbrg;' 

aMedaV  Air'judgtneoi.  M:litpertuk  hwi' pt^^^lHH' t¥ivi 
Afh|  by  thv^iiiHgM*  of tftle  ca6)t<,<  a«d  t»tts  fXrti  ofdM'fa^ 
fiagn  of  all  thorewhoettff^  lookAf'ttj^telAtf  f<^'fli«lfrl^- 
OtiMif  Of  drauttu'  bis  YcfeiJlnlDifenc*  - 

«  Sfref 
^  I  fbrgct  in  Swl6(efliffd  alt  tHj  titxW^  tk\tti  ;  t  Mi 
^*^  forry;  fdf  i/^at  vMije^fihU;;  rtkftlMte*of'|rflii«f^ 
«^  «fe  hot  of  ^  tiaX^ttt  ttfbc  fojrgOtl«ii  i  but  ftf  thif,  I  wdald 
•«  give  you  my  reafft>t^  irt  fdfr;  a  pMftnf,  \i'tlteK  pdfibly 
««' v^^t^ld*  to  ^ttHtitW  thoft  WMdr  ydU  b^  oi»fe  '<t%1iM  t» 
<«^^Mi<k  of' cbftftrrtag  upoit  ttife/' 

(104)  Wi  liuiy  imgfaie  fa^i¥  mikb  bdfiiSlfft  nllift  baiye 
M!ieil^*««((etUt(^d  ikt  fo  fhort  1  tlmie.  Let  ds  Aippofe  cwb  "hoars 
ftrdttifWertiig;atrchere  letters,  it  wdiMdt  ftill  teein  impofi)>le 
ttf'pwfdrmlt.  LetW  rccollca,  alfo,  that  theft  cabinet  fe- 
cret^ftfc^,  in'^eAi^mlj  were  mea  wBo  h^  beeh'Tac}uey3  to 

Frederick. 
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iFVcdericki  Accdrriingly,  except  poHtica!  affkirt,  wliicb  the 
kingeitW  anf^reredlitinrelf,  or  gave  orders  for  that  purpofe 
tbtipsfrtietiiar  fecretary^aild  kfew  anfwers  to  fdr<eigfi  men 
oflettcrsj  the  remainder  were  fidlof  mifconcepti^nsor  ii1- 
conceivable  contradidiohs.  It  Would  be  extremely  enter* 
tainlngto  fee  a  colledion  of  the  moft  whimfica)  anfwers  of 
thefe  fecretaries.  '  When  a  favour  or  gratuity  was  demanded 
fromthe  king,  hefrequently  faid,  ^^Rifufe  petit  efyy^ot  *•  Grant** 
^nd  fometimet  he  exprefled  peevfOinefs ;  the  fecretary  then 
Ttcapitttl^ted  the  words  of  the  letter  received,  adding  a  few 
>vor(b  in  his  own  way,  aa  he  happened  to  be  cither  the  friend 
or  the  eneniy  of  thie  fuppliant,  or  well  or  ill  paid  by  him  or 
bis  enemies,  I  knew  a  man,  who,  when  he  wrote  to  the 
king)  amufed  himfelf  with  making  the  anfwer  before-haiid» 
and  be  was  rarely  deceived.  The  king,  who,  figning  thefe 
letters^  never  read  them,  unlcfs  in  important  matters,  left, 
by  tbefe  means,  a  free  courfe  to  the  felly  or  wickednefs  of 
bis  iccrctaries :  hence  fo  many  ridiculous  anfwers  imputed 
to  Frederick,  and  which  ought  to  have  been  laid  to  the  ac« 
count  only  of  this  fort  of  fecretaries* 

H has  often  happened,  in  cafes  of  conteftation  or  complaint, 
that  the  king's  anfwers,  like  the  oracles  of  Delphos,  were  fi> 
equivocal,  that  each  party  interpreted  them  in  his  own  fa- 
vour, and  that  the  magiftrates  charged  with  the  execution  of 
the  orders  of  the  cabinet,  either  knew  not  what  part  to  take, 
or  opprefled  the  fuitors  acco^ing  to  their  caprice  or  paffions* 
The  king  generally  called  his  cabinet  counfellors.  My 
Jcribesi  and  he  named  them  properly. 

(105)  At  bis  return  from  the  parade,  it  was  his  cuftom  to 
enter  a  ball,  to  difcover  whether  any  perfon  wiihed  either  to 
be  pre&nted,  or  to  fpeak  to  him ;  he  remained  there  five 
or  fix  minutes,  and  made  his  bow,  even  though  there  was 
no  perfon  but  bis  valetS'-de-cbambre. 

Vol.  11.  £e  (106)  Jlfiaift 


(106)  Mbitm  muft  have  bees  craitly  dMged  S)i«e  ifait 
tine ;  for,  the  king's  hrothws  rarety  -w^  io  ?oiiAiny  and 
feldoai  ale  wkh  the  Jktkig^  except  at  Birlui  dy^ii^  4be  car- 
nival. He  ufualljr  admidtad  t^im  tabte  bis  geaaraU  and  tke 
officers  of  bis  firft  baUalion.  At  thie  -beginiMg'Of  Jiis  aciga 
At  confifted  of  iwaatjr^bur  covers,  and  fixteaa  4iAea»  in- 
eluding  foiip^  paftry,  eatrees*  raaft*  and  fecond«oiir(e»  bat 

'which  wctre  al]  ferved  at'onoe.  For  this  be  gave  hia  makie 
•d'hotel  a  Gereaan  crown  ahead:  and  kvnas efiQ«g)i.s  £sr, 
Jiepaid  Separately  for  fifls  gaaiir>  and  all  extraciidiffarji^iibis 
from  foretga  coiuitriei«  He  was  very  fond  oC  Ameam^pimf 
which  he  often  had,  and  each  p.ye  coft  bin  foMyoa.  fifty 
-crowns  carriage.  He.  was  a  great  Wer  lof  fuHi,  ayadcx- 
,pended  100,000  Cfowns  a  year  10  have  it  in^ar&Aion  ti 
.winter  as  well  asfi^miner.  Towards  ttirs  end  cf^tk  IsJe^bis 
tabic  confifted  only  of  eight  ccrv^rs^  md  be  neiiar  Sfoipt^  ex- 
cept when  at  Berlin;  and»  lhas«,  he  gfiipMdlyinsrisad  to 
iftfpper  baron  de.  Prittwitz,  general  of  the  bo^rr^masd,  air 
jAiyi  Baftiani,  an  Italian,  the  niar(<^uis  de  Z^ut^^kefiAS  and 
count  de  Schwerin,  his  grand  equprryi  Th^kin^afifted  at 
.tbtir  fupper,  and  familiarly  convarfad  with  tbffay*  It^oould 
not  caft  in  aH  above  a  crown  of  the  cwatxy,  orahoMi  tbfce 
-ihilltngs  and  nine-peace.  Oalty  ^ne  plate  of  fitfi  ijyiaa  Afvcd, 
and  the  king  afed  to  fay,  jokingly,  that  a^vbiag  was  (p  ui%« 
wholefome  as  heavy  fuppers ;  io  i)iat  thefe  gientltmsn,  ob 
qiuilling  the  roiyal  tabte,  ufually  went  ^  laahe  a-  mal^fof  per 
^t  home.  It  is  not  poffible  tp  underfiand  what  Vokaire 
means  when  he  mentiQos  bis  cbamberlains.  I'faejkingusever 
admitted  to  his  table  people  of  that  fort ;  yet  he  fometimes 
ileftowed  that  title  00  perfons  whom  he  liked  tofeefa^nilffairly. 
The  chamberlains  with- whom  he  ale  were  of  the  nature  of 
Voltaife,  the  wiarquis  d'Argens,  and  {fafterwaiAs}  ^th«  mar- 
^ifUis  de  Luechefini. 

(107)  His  dinner  laftedan  hour;  and,  on  rifing  from 

tabic, 
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lldik»  Jke  gmmoiHytonk  afide  cmepf  At  eom^any^  and  cow- 
Irerfai  rtmth  him  at  the  ^\n40m^^  or  wken  wsrtiiftg  u^  and 
^ommftbt  renm^  fonktiAm  h«  led  Mm  to  a  pal&|«,  o^  cvm 
on  Hhe  flHimafe^  wlien  lie4U  i»t  i^i^  C6  te  owerheaffd  by 
tftofc  wkio  "v^ere  iit  itwr  rooiA. 

>  Mtcr  HtktBsry  he  irfitalLy  igii«4  ihe  ^(vrers  whkb  •be  hid 
jnadeio  ihe  papers  bid  before  brm  ifr  the  AcMrning. 

»    *  .  • 

<fiOft}  Wfaen  the  lostig  m2»  m  ^tVm^  N«  g^Mt^aUf  font  Am- 
CaaieamdsnmMiSBy  i)r  #ea}  or  ppei»nded  iMe^  of  letters,  wKh 
ivhoffi  be  «<M»teffed  fatiiifiiarfy  10  hf»  chaAVber.  The  abb6 
SajTMd  faki,  ©ft  this  <jcea&>fH  '•  The  king  fcfids  for  fo  many 
«« .'VDrtfalclafaemg9,  md  (o  t«a#y  ttveti  of  merit,  that  it  fs  dif- 
^  ficuktodecaniferflie .tv'b(Kltl>dr  Aich  an  invftaitofi'  be  a^  honoor, 
.^^  or  wbttber  the^bj^d  ^f  k  #oes  i*ot  fiand  the  chance  of 
**  beiiig  coKiiMiAded  with  b<»th  daiiess/' 

Dwing  the  laft  years  of  his  life,  ^  perfons  about  him 
bad  made  him  a  convert  to  the  German  tkeracfute,  whkb  he 
knew  nothrng  of:  or,  rather,  it  is  pretended,  that  this  new 
and  af»pare»i  predi^lei^oi^  afofe  f^om  poHcy  ;  and  that,  de« 
fipous  tfhat  «be  reign  of  bts  f^leeelfor  might  not  bear'  the  leaft 
refemblance  to  his  own,  he  wifhed  to  incukate  the  idea  df 
fubftituting  the  German  to  the  French  eaufe  at  Berlin.  In 
this  €i&  bts  wtihes  ace  accooiplifhed. 

To  D*Arget  fuceeeded  Catt,  with  whom  the  king  be- 
came acquainted  in  Hol^nd,  and  to^  htiA  into  his  fervice ; 
but  Catt,  being  difgrated  after  an  attendance  of  tw^enfy 
years,  bis  poft  was  occupied  by  tbeabbe  Duval  Pirau.  This 
abb6,  whofe  converfation  was  not  very  unlike  that  of  a 
ferjeant  of  huflars,  did  not  long  remain  in  favour,  and,  on 
his  difoiiffion,  Frederick  dfrei&ed  D' Alembert  to  procure  him 
a  reader.  The  academicians  fent  him  a  man  named  Le 
B^gue,  Monfteur  Le  Begue  eouid  not  refift  the  pleafure  of 
repeating  at  Berlin  the  fubftance  of  his  converfations  with 
the  king,  and  Frederick,  who  had  fpies  every  where,  heard 

Ee  a  of 
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of  bis  imprudence^  and  fent  him  from  his  cabinet  into  one 
of  bis  French  offices  of  coftoms.  The  particular  fad  wbicfa 
occafioned  his  difmiffion  is  thus  related.  On  bis  firft  coming 
to  Potzdam,  the  king  (hewed  him  fome  of  hisapartmefits»iii 
which  were  feveral  portraits  of  the  emperor  Jofeph  II.  Le 
B^gue,  teftifying  his  furprize  at  fo  often  feeing  the  image  of 
this  antagonift  of  Frederick,  he  replied,  **  H€  is  a  j9mg 
♦*  man  not  to  ho  kft  fight  &/"  This  faying  Lc  Begue  repeated 
at  leveral  fuppers  at  Berlin,  and  the  Italians  who  rurrounded 
the  king  feized  this  opportunity  of  making  him  bdieve  that 
all  the  French  were  Le  Begues ;  and,  in  confequence  of  tfiis 
fuggedion,  he  wrote  no  more  for  a  reader  to  D'AIcmbcrt- 
Frederick^  hearing  of  the  fon  of  a  poor  tailor,  of  the  French 
colony  at  Berliot  who,  at  this  time«  taugbc  Latin  at  Potz- 
dam,  to  procure  a  fubnftence,  and  to  matntain  bis  father, 
fent  for  him  upon  trial,  and»  in  hia  flrll  reading?,  mee£Jn;g 
with  a  Greek  word,  of  which  be  afked  the  meaning,  the 
young  man  explained  it*  The  kingi  who  never  before  had 
any  reader  in  his  fervice  who  underftood  Greek,  was  en- 
chanted with  his  erudition,  and  appointed  him  to  the  office 
from  which  Le  Begue  had  been  difmiflcd.  The  tailor's  fon 
remained  thus  fituated  until  hlsd^th. 

(109)  For  the  laft  eight  or  ten  years  he  had  no  concerts, 
nOr  any  longer  played  the  flute.  Thefc  concerts  were  al- 
moft  entirely  compofed  of  wind  inftruments,  and  it  required 
the  higheft  degree  of  favour  to  be  admitted  to  them* 

The  king,  who  was  paflionacely  fond  of  mulic,  paid  mag- 
nificently all  his  fmgers,  and  fuch  as  excelled  on  any  inArU- 
ment,  except  the  flute,  Jt  fcems  as  if  be  could  uot  bear  the 
prefence  of  a  competitor  upon  this  laft  inftrument  ;  a  dif- 
pofttion  iimilar  to  that  which  prevented  him  from  kccpfn| 
long,  upon  any  terms,  with  perfons  who  made  good  vcikB, 
He  eftcemed  a  fine  voice  and  a  good  violin  from  the  fame 
motives  which  made  him  prefer  Maupertuis  and  D'Alembcrc 
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to  Voltaire  and  the  abbe  Delifle.  A  vlrCuofo,  who  paAd 
for  one  of,  the  beft  flutes  in  £urope,  prefented  hiinfelf  one 
day  at  Potzdam,  with  the  hopes  of  being  well  received  by 
the  king,  and  defired  permiffion  to  play  before  bim.  Fre- 
derick received  him  in  his  cabinet,  made  him  play  a  very 
difficult  concerto  of  bis  compofuion,  which  the  virtuofo 
never  could  have  feen,  and,  when  he  had  executed  it  with 
the  greateft  tafte,  the  king  faid,  *<  You  play  very  well ;  J 
**  am  extremely  happy  to  have  heard  a  virtuofo  like  you : 
<<  I  mufl  give  you  a  proof  of  my  fatisfadion/*  The  mu* 
fician  expeded  a  confiderable  prefent.  Frederick  took  up 
his  own  flute ;  and,  then,  added,  <<  N&Wf  you  muji  bitarmi** 
Having  gone  through  the  concerto,  be  difmifled  the  flute* 
player  with  bis  ufual  flight  ialute. 

(no)  This  baron  de  Poelnitz  had  three  or  four  times 
changed  his  religion.  Having,  on  oneoccafion,  m^de  bim* 
felf  a  Catholic,  and  aflced  the  king  permiffion  to  nefign,  that 
he  might  marry  a  rich  woman,  he  found  bimfelf  diiap- 
pointed  in  his  expedations,  and  the  marriage  did  not  take 
place.  Being  now  without  money,  out  of  office,  and  over* 
whelmed  with  debt,  he  wrote  to  the  king  froip  Nuremberg, 
propofing  to  return  to  the  reformed  church,  if  he  )yould  take 
him  back  into  his  fervice.     Frederick  anfwered  thi^s : 

<<  Whether  you  be  of  the  reformed,  the  Catholic,  or  Lu« 
**  theran  church,  is  matter  of  great  indifference  to  me; 
<«  but,  i/you  will  get  yourfclf  circun^cifed,  1  will  take  you 
**  back  into  my  fervice."  ^ 


The  following  original  pieces  will  give  a  further  ide^ 
fthii 
him. 


I  of  this  perfonage,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  king  treate4 


E  e  ?  f^Ur 


Ltitirfrmn  f^nthwiek  fl.  H  Bann  ii  Pctkitz^  without  ^ 
hut  in  ihi  King*s  o%m  band'Writivg*  ^ 
*'  I  have  read  jour  work,  dear  baron,  with  great  atteptfon; 
'*'  and,  as  I  know  you  do  not  wffh  to  be  flattered^  I  (hsH 
*^  give  yoif  my  opinion  of  it  with  the  utmoft  frankaefs*  It 
<^  feems  to  me  as  if  you  did  not  adually  underibmd  yourfelf 
•*  when  you  began  to  write  \  for  you  muft  obfcrve,  th^t 
•«  what  you  have  fcot  me  is  the  hiftory  of  the  life  of  my 
••  grandfather.  Now  there  npver  was  a  hiftory  written  loan 
**  epiftolary  ftyle,  and  even  to  that  you  do  aot  untfoimijf 
••  adhere.  Letters  ihould  poflefs  more  freedom,  and  more 
**'femiliar  reflexions,  than  is  confiftent  with  the  gravity  of 
^  Wflory.  IT,  then,  you  wifh  to  write  the  hiftory  of  the 
**  two  laft  reigns,  reduce  the  whole  into  chapters,  and  draw 
«*,  more  iiiformaiion  frpm  the  archives.  As  for  what  rcfpeds 
^*  negotiations,  abridge  thofe  ceremonies  and  dcfcriptions 
«•  which  fmell  of  newfpapers  j  do  not  t?ll  us,  a.bove  once  at 
♦*  moft,  of  four  and  twenty  trumpets  and  two  kettle- drums  | 
•♦  extend  yourfelf  more  on  great  affairs,  ^od  rejed  all 
*•  puerilities  j  introduce  only  fuch  anecdotes  as  cbgraderize 
^»  the  way  of  thinking  of  the  court  and  fovereign,  feafoning 
♦*  them,  from  time  to  time,  with  fhort  and  epigrammatical 
•*  lefle^Hons.  If  yo,u  mean  to  adop^  the  form  of  letters,  af- 
•^  fume  a  ftyle  lefs  grave,  fpcak  more  fropa  yourfeJf,  and 
J*  fbllow  the  ftyle  of  your  former  memoirs,  which  appears  lo 
*'  aie  more  eafy  and  entertaining  ^ban  the  prcffcnt.  I  (hould 
*>  think,  alfo,  fpeak?ng  generaffy  of  the  work,  that  you 
••  fhould  not  ^Kyays  compare  my  grandfather's  minifters 
f*  with  thofe  of  Louis  XIV.  and,  abovp  4IU  ENinkdinan" 
^*  to  Colbert.  There  is  a  fort  of  afFcflatiop  xk  tb.cfc  com- 
**  parifons  entirely  borrowed  ffom  the  court  of  France, 
**  which  cannot  produce  a  good  effedh     Then  you  fay  of 

♦  Baron  de  Poelnitz  h^s  written  N'emoirs  and  fome  other  works. 
■•  '  "  .       ■  *  ■ 

«'  Meinde:s, 
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^  lyfeuiders,  th^  ha  baA  /«^  (Oinniiig^)  aa  extrftofSiwiry 
*<  ciiicua?ftaiK:e  indeed  fdr  a  GerMan  t  an4  here  and  clMeyiM 
**  run  into  diSufeitefs  on  matters  #  cereoiony,  and  Retail)  of 
'<  petty  iodividtiaksfl  wWf  h  can  iMAr^ft  nopeffon  wh^lbcvec^ 
*'  as  I  havff  tai^  Ac  Ijiberty  o£.pk>iivting  put  to  yi^u  on  the 
^<  msitgia  with  a  pencUt  that  you  may  be  able  Co  efface  k% 
<<  loa  wordy  eUhcMr.  wf  ite  gravely,  aad  pm  in6i-e  good  mattcr 
<^  1110  ]pottr  WQtkf  or  adhere  to  {ucb  anecdotes  as  you  *iay 
<<  e«ibellUh  by  yo»r  ftyle,  whick  is  gay  sgn4  fpoi tire.  At 
*^  all  events^  however,  do  aoc  rely  ypeii  my  judgoieot,  but 
*f  confilit  yQ#ri!riend8f  who  will  tell  you  their  fentiments. 

<«  Adieu,  baron,  I  wifli  yon  health  and  life  I  The  aenend* 
*«  ment  and  performance  of  all  the  reft  will  prove  eafy. 

«*  Frederick." 

Anffthtf  Later  frm  Fredirick  IL  U  Bonn  de  P«Imt%. 

«  24^h  July,  1744. 
<«  To  anfwcr  yoUt  letter  of  the  iith  of  this  mdnth,  filled 
«  with  marks  of  your  repentance,  I  fliall  tell  you,  what  you 
*«  will  yourfelf  admit,  that  your  cortduft  towards  me  has 
*<  been  ridiculous,  irregular,  and  even  utiworlhy.  After 
<*  making  you  fenfiWe,  on  different  occafions,  of  my  bounty 
*«  and  proteflion,  having,  adiongft  other  prefents,  given  you 
**  to  the  amount  of  60OO  crowns  to  extricate  you  from  the 
**  abyfs  of  your  debts,  you  wantonly*  conceived  the  defign 
*«  of  quitting  my  fervice  without  rhime  or  reafon,  and  with 
*«  an  imprudence  of  which  there  are  few  examples, 

**  Such  marked  ingratitude  ought  tq  hinderme  from  par- 
"  doning  a  man  who  has  afforded  me  fufficient  reafon  to 
'*  difcover  that  his  pretended  knowledge  can  never  be  ac- 
«  companied  with  refiitude,  fidelity^  and  gratitude ;  which 
*«  brings  to  my  recolleQion  a  certain  letter  I  found  ariJong 
"  the  papers  of  my  father,  of  glorious  memory,  the  burthen 
««  of  which  was  conceived  in  thtfe  terms,  IVhen  wM you 
*'  hec9ttte  prudifit »  .  .  .  •  my  god  !.  : 

E  e  4  **  The 
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"  ^  The  natural  conclufion  of  all  this  is,  that,  were  I  diC* 
<*  pofed  to  ail  up  to  the  ordinary  rules  of"  juftice  and  of  rea- 
**  fon,  I  ihould  be  obliged  wholly  to  abandon  you,  leaving 
<<  you  fo  cxtriimtfs  yourfelf  ffom  tb|e  fad  conlequences  of 
^f  your  fblty.  Buti  as  I  an  willing  to  take  into  confide- 
'«  ration  the  circumfiance,  that,  notwithftanding  your  wir, 
ff  nature  has  denied  you  the  judgment^  neceffiiry  to  lead  i 
f*  life  withdut  reproach,  and  Which  ihe  will,  perhaps,  never 
**  grant  you,  I  have  come  to  the  refolutfonof  once  more 
V  fealing  your  pardon,  and  burying  in  oblivion  every  fault 
•*  you  have  committed,  provided  that  yoif  cordu^lly  ftibfcribc 
«« to  the  following  conditions ; 

;  V  I.  That  I  publifti,  in  the  whole  cijy  of  Berlin,  atj 
**  order  for  no  perfbn  to  take  upon  him  to  lend  you  any 
«^  thing  lyhatibever,  either  in  money  or  merchandize,  tender 
•«  che.penalcy  of  lop  ducats. 

**  2dly.  That  I  al>folute)y  forbid  you  to  fet  your  foot  in 
<'  the  houfe  of  any  foreign  niinifter,  or  hojd  apy  intercourf^ 
^  with  them  in  pther  houfes,  pr  make  your  report  to  them 
**  of  any  thing  fj^ken  at  tjl^le  or  in  cpnverfation. 

**  3dly.  That,  as  o|'ten  as  you  (Jiall  b^  admitted  to  my 
^^  cable,  finding  th^  other  guefts  in  goo^  humour^  you  iha}! 
^'  carefully  avoid  afTumjng,  unfeafonably,  the  vifage  0/ 
**  a  cuckold^  and  rather  try  to  contribute  to  keep  up  and  au£<» 
J*  ment  their  joy. 

*•  Such  are  the  ellential  points  I  have  to  prescribe  to  you. 
f«  If  you  are  wife  enoUgK  to  feci  ai  heart  the  inclination  and 
**  the  ability  to  perform  thefc  conditions,  I  ani  ready  to  grant 
**  youatotalamnefty  and  oblivion  of  all  your  faults:  on  which 
f  *  1  piay  GOD  to  take  you  into  His  Holy  keeping.  Done  :^t 
«f  Berlin  this  2|th  of  July,  1 744.'* 

Underneath  was  written  in  the  king'f  owi^  hanc|. 

\^  If  you  would  rather  Xcrvc  hogs  than  great  princes,  as  you 

•'•    ■    '    '  "    ««'hayc 
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f^  have  faid»  you  cannot  want  a  fituation ;  you  will  find 
*<  employment  in  Wefipbaliaj  without  Aimdiiig  in  neej 
,**  of  mc. 

<5  Get  ypu  gope;  ypu  are  a  fad  rpgue :  and,  if  I  d»  extri- 
*5  cate  you  from  the  mifery^o  which  your  follies  and  imper- 
*<  tinences  have  reduced  you,  it  is  only  from  compaffion. 
^^  Your  conduct  has  rendered  you  defervjing  ^o  be  (hut  up 
«  for  evef  l^etyireen  four  walls, 

^^  Frbdbrxck:.'! 

LMir  to  ihi  MiniJIer  of  StaUj  Count  Podnvib^  on  iho  SulgeSt 
of  Baron  do  Pmlmtz. 

^^  I  have  received,  with  your  note  of  the  28th  of  thi^' 
^^  month,  the  letter  of  apology,  by  which  baron  de  Poeinit^ 
M  endeavours  to  give  a  turn  to  the  roguifh  trick  which  he 
*'  has  played  Martini  the  Paris  merchant.  I  know  well 
<<  enough  what  to  think  of  it.  But,  having  pardoned  the 
f<  faid  Poelnitz  the  follies  he  has  committed,  1  (hall  overlook 
<^  this  alfo,  on  condition  of  his  endeavouring  to  fatisfy  the 
f  ^  merchant,  and  taking  fpecial  care  to  be  no  more  guilty  of 
<<  fuch  tranfgreffions,  which  I  will  never  again  forgive  (hould 
<<  he  return  to  them,  and  in  which  cafe  he  fhall  jfeel  all  the 
f^  weight  of  my  indignation :  and  on  this  I  pray  cod  to 
<^  take  you  into  his  holy  keeping. 

^<  At  Berlin,  this  ^oth  of  January,  1 745^ 

♦«  Frederick/? 

After  the  ieven  years  war,  l^aron  de  Pcplnitz  was  made  di* 
red^or  of  the  fpe£tacles  of  the  court.  The  king  often  faw 
him,  and  liked  to  converfe  with  him  as  a  buffoon.  The  baron^ 
having  one  day  alked  for  an  augmentation  of  his  falary,  the 
king  fent  him  a  bufhel  of  oats,  which  he  direded  to  be 

firewa  over  his  chamber. 

f-  .    »..    -'^     ..    »     ••■.  •.  . 
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*7%r  Cmgii  tr  .Lidvt  fir  Oifarturg^  t^opeSud  H  B^vn  it 
.PfAitaOi^  .on  bis  lUtrtotfnm  Btrlin  in  I744« 

^*  We,  Frederick,  &c.  — —  make  known,  by  thefc 
^|>reftntSitkW!l)araiidc^efclflte,  a  oachre  of  Berlin,  ind, 
'^39  far  as  'we  knotir,  born  of  honeffi  ptrent»,  gendelnaii  of 
-^^  the  cbatfiber  of  ovr  late  gran^titlier,  of  gbrious  neniory'; 
'^  at  aifatn  the  fervice  of  t!iie  dttcbefs  of  Orleans,  in  rtie  fititie 
*<  quality,  colonel  in  the  ferviee  of  Spain,  ca^htki  6f  cavalry 
^iokttm  amy  of  the  late  emperor,  cameriir  of  the  pope, 
«<  chamberlain  of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  enfign  in  the  fer- 
t«.#iafe  of  liie  ittfce  of  We^oiar^  chattberUd  \a  (bat  of  our 
«*late  father,  of  facfod  «ienBory;  atid,  in  the  laft  place, 
•<-graod  aaftcr  of  the  ceremonies  in  ours  \  findix^  hioifelf 
**  delved  and  hurried  away  by  a  torrent  of  the  noft  honour- 
*«  able  military  employmentSt  and  moft  eminent  offices  of 
^  the  courts  which  have  fucceffirely  fhowered  iipon  his 
*'  perfon ;  tired  of  the  wtbrld,  and  led  aftray  by  the  bad  e^- 
**  ai<iple  of  the  ntw  chamberlain  Montaulieu^  who^  a  (hoct 
*<  time  before  him,  has  deferted  from  the  court ;  the  faid  ba- 
^<  ron  de  Poeln|fz  has  paid  his  court  to  us,  and  very  humbly 
-^^  fupplicated  us. to  grant  him|  as  a  favour,  an  honourable 
*^  leave,  of  lAefarture,  for  the  maintenance  of  his  fair  repu- 
<^  Ution  and  renown. 

*^  Acquiefcing,  therefore,  to  his  requeft,  and  not  thinking 
**  proper  to  refufc  the  tcftimoay  which  he  reqaiires  ffom  us 
♦*  to  his  good  conduQ,  confidering  the  important  fcrvicc$ 
**  which  he  has  rendered  our  royal  court  by  his  pUafantries^ 
*'  and  the  amufement  which  he  procured  our  deccafed  father 
"  tor  the  fpace  of  nine  years,  we  could  not  hinder  our- 
•'  felves  from  declaring,  to  the  glory  of  the  faid  baron,  and 
*«  do  hereby  declare,  that,  during  the  whole  time  which  he 
**  fpeht  in  our  ferviee,  he  was  neither  a  highway  robber^  a 
**  cut'purfe^  nor  a  pot/oner ;  that  he  has  neither  violated  nor  ra- 
««  vijhed  young  damjels^  nor  been  guilty  of  grofs  calumny^  nor 

"  in 
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(<  ioibe  fmaHfift  degree  iojuVed  Ihe  re]lulftilDn  of  aAy  perfoti 
«'  wh9lf6eveir  «t  iHir  €ourC;  but  has  always  conduaed  him- 
^^  feif  as  became  a.  gallant  man,  and  fui table  to  his  origin  ; 
^'  having  never  mads  any  but  a  fair  ufe  of  the  talents  ac-^ 
<^  corded  him  by  jEIeaven^  to  ^ttain  the  obje&of  the  theatre, 
^<  which  is  to  reprefent  agreeably  and  f^cetbufly  the  ridicule 
^*  of  mankind,  in  order  to  corred  them  by  the  fame. 

^'  In  like  mannef^  he  has  always  very  fioccrely  followed 
<^  the  couofel  of  Q^cchus  with  refpe£l  to  moderation  an^  fa- 
's briety^  and  carried  Chriftian  charity  fo  far  as  to  make  even 
f<  the  feafanu  praAife  the  maxim  of  the  Gofpel,  it  is  htut 
f'  t9  gfvt  than  tQ  nceive.  He  perfedly  poflyrcs^likewifc,  the 
^  anecdotes  of  onx  pa)aq:s  and  cpuntry«»boufefi,  and  efpe^iaUjr 
^<  the  lift  of  our  old  furniture  ;  ^nd  in  other  refpe^s,  bf  his 
<'  merit,  be  kne^y^  how  to  make  himfelf  ^ufeful  and  iervice- 
''  able  in  the  midft  di  thofe  wU  iQcre  acjtiaintid  with  the  mif- 
"  chievoiifnefs  afbisfauly  and  the  indifference  of  if  is  bairt^ 

*<  We  bear  wiufefs^  likewife^  for  the  faid  baron,  that  he 
^<  has  neyer  made  us  angry,  except  when  his  importunity, 
f'  overftepping  all  the  bounds  of  refpe<^„  attempted  to  pro« 
*'  line  aoddiihonour  the  a&es  of  our  glorious  anceftors  in-a 
f'  manner  equally  unworthy  and  infupportable. 

*^  But,  as,  in  the  moft  beautiful  countries,  we  fometimcs 
^^  m^et  with  ba.rreo  and  uncultivated  fpots^  a«  the  handfomeft 
f « bodies  are  no)t  without  their  deformities^  and  the  paintings 
f<  of  the  gres|tel|  m^ers  have  their  defe£b,  it  is  our  plea* 
'*  fure  to  pardon  the  (aid  baron  bis  faults  and  deficiencies  ; 
*'  and  we  grant  him,  by  thefe  preients,  though  with  regret, 
^^  the  le^ve  of  departure  which  he  has  foliciced  |  willing  over 
**  and  above  to  abolifli,  as  we  do  hereby  totally  abolifh,  the 
f*  poft  occupied  by  him,  that  its  memory  may  for  ever  be 
UefS^ced  aTBOx>g(t  mankind }  not  deeming  it  poffible  that  the 
f^  (aid  employment  fhould  be  properly  filled  aft^c  the  faid 
*f  baron. 

♦*  9^^*^  *^  P^*^*^  the  }/i  of  Jpril,  1744-''   - 

(u^)  Letter^ 
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.(ill)  Litters  from  tnderick  II.  t$  tbi Couniifs  de Camas^  fit" 
.  mirly  Grand  Mifirtfi  of  the  Court  ef  the  late  ^een  Dowager. 
4<  Neuftadtt  ix  November,   1760. 

<*  I  am  exad  in  anfwering  your  letter,  an4  anxioos  to  fa- 
*<  tisfy  you.  It  is  fiogular  how  age  marks  itfelf.  For  the 
*^  laft  four  years  I  have  renounced  fuppers  as  incompatible 
**  with  the  profeffipn  I  am  obliged  to  follow ;  and,  oa 
*'  marching  days«  my  dinnier  confifts  of  a  difli  of  chocolate. 
<<  We  have  flown,  like  madmen,  puffed  up  with  our  vidory, 
^  trying  whether  we  could  not  chafe  the  Auftrtans  from 
^^Drefden^  but  theyiaughed  at  us  from  the  top  of  their 
^  mountains,  and  I  returned  on  my  fleps  like  a  little  boy, 
f « to  hide  myfelf  for  fpite  in  one  of  the  moft  lieteftable  vil- 
'**  lages  of  all  Saxony.  At  prefent^  we  muft  drive  from 
^<  Freyberg  and  Chemnitz,  Meffieurs  of  the  Circles,  in 
^  order  to  get  a  living  and  a  reding  place. 

<<  This  is,  I  vow  to  you,  a  confounded  life,  fucfa  as  no 
^  perfonhas  ever  led,  except  Don  Quixotte  and  myfeif.  All 
^<  this  buftle,  all  this  confufion,  which  never  hnifhes,  has 
<<  made  me  fo  old  that  you  would  hardly  knoMr  mje.  On 
*^tfae  right  fide  of  my  head,  my  hair  has  becoi^  entirely 
^*  gi'^y  i  n^y  xs,tAi  are  breaking  and  fall  out.  I  have  a  vifage 
'<  as  wrinkled  as  the  furbelows  of  a  petticoat,  and  a  back 
»*  bent  like  a  monk  of  La  Trappe.  I  apprize  you  of  all 
*.*  this,  to  the  end  that,  if  ever  we  ihould  meet  together  fa 
**  flefli  and  blood,  you  may  not  be  too  much  fliocked  at  my 
•*  appearance.  Nothing  remains  for  me  but  the  heart  which 
^^  is  not  changed,  and  whichwill  prcferve,  as  long  as  I  ihall 
•<  breathe,  the  fentiments  of  efteem  and  tender  friendfhip, 
**  Adieu." 

•^  27  November. 
<'  You  fee,  my  good  mama,  with  i^hat  adivity  you  are 
«*  fcrved.    Herewith  you  have  the  fnuff.    We  arc  fixing 
•*  here  00^  lyinter  quarters.    I  have  ^  little  excurfion  to 

"makc;, 
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<^  make,  and  then  1  ihall  go  in  fearch  of  traoqi^iUity  ^ 
«^  Leipfic,  if  it  is  to  be  found  there.  But,  with  refpcA  to 
*«  myfelf,  it  is  but  a  metapbyfical  wofd  without  realty. 
<<  Between  ourfelves,  my  good  mama,  the  life  we  lead  is 
*<  abominable,  but  we  mud  make  the  fodl^fa  bad  bargain* 
<^  Adieu,  my  every. thing  that  is  excellent  I  Do  not  for- 
*«  get  qie  ;  70U  would  be  greatly  indie  wri^ig ;  for  no  pof- 
^<  fon  loves  and  refpe&  you  more  than  I  do/' 

,         ^  V3Deccmber, 

**  Indeed,  my  good  mama,  you  are  very  expert,  and  I 
««  congratulate  you  on  your  being  fo  knowing  in  tbtinpfy. 
«*  The  adventure  that  has  jufi  happened  is  nothing  bu(t  what 
**  is  common.  Not  a  convent  exifts  where  fimilar  accidents 
**  do  not  occur.  For  my  own  part,  I  make  every  allpw- 
«*  ance  for  the  weaknefles  of  our  fpecies ;  and  am  not  for 
^<  ftoning  to  death  maids  of  honour  who  bring  forth  children. 
*'  They  perpetuate  the  human  race,  whereas  thefe  favage 
<*  politicians  deftroy  it  by  their  fatal  wars.  .1  own  to  you, 
'*  that  I  prefer  too  amorous  conftitutions,  to  thofe  dragons 
««  of  cbaftity  who  tear  in  pieces  their  fellow-creatures,  or 
<^  thofe  meddling  women,  infinitely  more  raifchievous  and 
<*  malevolent  at  bottom.  Let  the  child  be  well  brought  up, 
**  and  do  not  proftitute  a  whole  family ;  but  take  care  that 
'«  the  poor  girl  leaves  the  court  without  fcandal,  by  paying 
^'  as  much  attention  as  poflible  to  her  reputation. 

«*  We  have  peace,  my  good  mama;  and  I  propofe  joining 
<<  with  you  in  hearty  laughter  when  I  have  the  pleafure  of 
>^  feeing  you.     Adieu,  good  mama.     I  embrace  you." 

*<  Meiffen,  20th  of  DcQember. 

**  I  fend  you,  my  good  mama,  a  trifle,  for  the  purpofc  of 
••  preferving  myfelf  in  your  thoughts.  You  may  make  ufe 
««  of  this  fnuff-box  either  for  your  paint,  your  patches,  your 
**  fnuff,  your  comfits,  or  your  pills;  but  to  whatever  purpofe 

♦•  you 
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'•<  yoif  Mf  4Set  4t  apait,  ditok  aCkiKti  M  fering  €M»  dog^ 
'  ^  tlHK^mblem  of  Melity,  tliat  be  tv4K>  fends^  fi  you  firrpafTes 
-**  IB  attadiment  Ae  fiMky  cff  iaA  the  dogs  in  the  tmitnerfe, 
«^Md  <hat  hia  devoriOft  for  ]noiir^^rfen  4ms  iioAiiig  taf  tbe 
^  fntgftity  of  dkO'fttbftfttiee  tftart  h  iBantijfafitire^i  fcro.  I 
*^  have oniei«((p6rcelftitifcrever)r  one;  for  Sebosritemi^o,  for 
^  efy  fiHers^ift^Iaiir  r  in  a^Mfonly  fatn  at  prefent  rich  onfy 
<«  in  this  fragilecoBypofittcm^  '  Ifcofieehiattirofe  wild  receive 
<<  it  will  take  it  as  good  caih  :  for  we  are  beggars,  my  good 
*<  mama ;  nothing  is  left  us  but  our  honour,  the  coif»  tbe 
<<  fword,  and  alhtle  porcebin. 

"  Adiett,  aty  dear  and  gcfod  mama  !  Pleafip  HeKten,  I 
^  tkain  agtin  bbhold  you  face  to  fate,  and  repeat  what  1  have 
**  faid  by  word  of  mouth  5  but  let  me  db  what  I  will,  I  Aall 
••eicprefr  btit  very  Imper&fily  aB  which  my  heart  thinks  re* 
••  IpeQtng  you/* 

f*  Hcsedl  QiRur ters  acHetkih,  Stli  of  Jimei  176?. 

«*  I  am  thoroughly  perfuaded,  my  good  mama,  of  theiin« 
••  cere  part  yoo  take  in  all  the  favourable  events  that  happen 
"  to  us.  Tbe  mifchrtcf  is,  that  we  have  been  reduced  falow, 
••  that  aH  forts  of  fortunate  events  are  ncceflary  to  rsfrfc  us 
«•  up ;  and  two  great  peaces,  which  might  reftore  tran- 
•*  quillity  any  where  clfe,  oficr,  at  this  moment,  but  a  pre- 
•*  parative  for  finilhing  the  war  lefs  unfortunately. 

*<  I  wifli,  with  all  my  heart,  that  Heaven  may  prefcrve 
•*  you  till  I  can  have  the  joy  of  feeing,  bearing,  and  em- 
•'  bracing  you.  From  all  appearances,  you  mfay,  once  more, 
^'  become,  in  a  fhort  time,  tranquil  and  peaceable  inhabi- 
«<  tants  of  Berlin.  As  for  us,  we  muft  continue  fighting 
<<  till  the  very  extinftion  of  natural  heat.  All  this,  however, 
<«  muft  have  an  end ;  and  the  only  agreeable  profped  I  have 
•*  in  peace,  is  to  aifure  you,  by  word  of  mouth,  of  the  con- 
*<  fideration  and  eftcem  with  which  I  am,  my  good  mama, 
**  your  faithful  friend.'* 

«'  27ih 
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^  I  rejoice,  my  gdbd 'mama,  aft  yotir  b«v1ng  fe  ^ndi^  eou- 
"r^fe;  anfl  eameftly  exhort  yoo  to  redone  it.  j^feiy 
^^ttring  has  an  end ;  acxordtfigfy  we  moftliopethattfairper- 
'*  pictfng  war  wHl  not  be  the  only  ereriaftitig  matter  in  tHfs 
«*  wofH.  Since  death  *as  tarried  off  ar  certkrii  femate  mff- 
*<  enfant  of  the  hypeAorean  clinttftes^,  tint  fttuation  lias 
"  taken  an  adraniageoos  turn,  aiid  becomes  itsuch  more 
•*  ftipportafcle  tbah  it  was.  It  is  to  be  bojied  that  fome  other 
**  goo*ievchts  wfl!  ftart  trp,  of  whrch  we'may  avaBour- 
*<  felves,  to  produre  a  fifvbtrrabfc  pcac^.    * 

**  Yoci'tafk  tomeof  Serlin,  fwifft  much  to faiow  that 
"  you  are  all  there  together.  Yet,  if  yoir  do  go,  Twould 
•*  not  that  it  fliould  be  like  birds  perchefl  on  a  branch,  but 
•*  that  you  might  remain  rhere  with  beccining  dignity.  For 
**  this  reafon,  I  wait  the  moment  whdn  I  ftall  think  thTs 
«*  fecurity  cftabliflied  on  fo4  id 'foundations,  and  advifeyou, 
"by  letter,  to  return  thither.  If  aW  this  finifhes  honotrrAly 
**  and  well,  how  I  (hall  blefs  Heaven,  my  good  mama,  at 
•*  feeing  and  embracing  you  F  Yes,  I  fay  embradng  you, 
•*  for  you  have  no  other  lover  in  the  worfd  but  me.  Yoii 
**  cannot  make  me  jealous  ;  and  I  have  a  right  to  exaft  a 
"  kifs  as  a  reward  for  the  conftancy  and  attachment  I  have 
**  for  you.  You  may  prepare  yoarfetf  ta  receive  ft.  fi- 
**  nette  *  may  fay  what  (he  will  of  it,  flie  may  pine  away  for 
*«  fpitc  ;  for,  fince  her  deccafed  duke,  (he  has  had  nokifler. 

•«  Adieu,  my  good  mamat  Pardon  the  trifling  pueriKties  in 
««  this  letter:  it  is  becaufe  fam  alone,  that  I  fometimes  for- 
«*  get  my  troubles,  that  Move  you,  and  profit  by  the  plea- 
*'  fare  of  the  correfpondence.*' 

<«  |^ikl^rfw«U^,  2^k4ifOa9bcr»  I7fe> 
**  I  could  wifh  to  take  a  fortrefs  every  day,  my  good  mama, 
«*  to  receive  your  ammble  tetsevs.     Bw,  fomt  of  my  feofifli 


*  A  favourite  little  bitch. 
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«<  commiindank  often  lore  them  ih  %  (hamtful  manner ;  airf 
<<  when  I  have  cmperoi^s  who  wifli  me  well.  . .  .* .  ....  * 
.<<  After  tbify  judge  o£  the  charming  fituatson  in  which  I  fim! 
«'  myfelf.  Did  our  emperor  ftill  live,  we  fhoiild  have  had 
/<  peace  thii  winter,  and  you  might  make  a  fair  jump  into 
/<  your  laody  paradife  of  Berlin.  But  the  puUic,  who  flat* 
«<  ter  themfelirea,  imagined  that  peace  would  follow  the 
.^<  taking  of  Schweidnita.  Vou  may  poffibly  have  hoped, 
.<<  too,  that  this  would  be  the  cafe  ;  but,  as  far  as  I  can  fee, 
<<  I  do  aflure  you,  that  our  enemies  have  as  yet  no  defire  for 
<*  accommodation*  Judge  from  this^  if  it  would  be  prudent 
^*  to  return  to  Berlin^  with  the  rilk  of  again  flying  to  Spaodau 
^*  on  the  firft  alarm. 

**  You  fpeak  to  me  ot  poor  Finette ;  alas !  my  good 
<<  mama,  for  fix  years  paft  I  no  longer  lament  the  dea^, 
^*  but  the  living.  This  is  a  moft  wretched  life  we  lead,  aod 
^  unworthy  of  regret*  I  wi(h  you  much  patience,  my  good 
**  mama,  and  all  the  profperity  of  Which  thefe  times  of  ca- 
*<  lamity  are  fufceptible  ;  above  allt  that  you  may  preferve 
*<  your  good  humour,  the  grcateft  and  moft  Aibftantial  trea- 
**  fure  that  nature  can  beftow  on  us.  As  for  me,  my  an- 
«<  cient  frieodihip,  and  the  efleem  I  have  vowed  for  you, 
^*  will  for  ever  remain  inviolable.  Of  this  I  am  fure  you 
<<  are  perfuaded.    Adieu,  my  good  mama !'' 

«  Leipfic,  22d  of  January,  1763. 
«*  One  and  fifty  years,  my  good  mama,  are  no  trifle. 
<^  This  is  almoft  the  extent  of  madam  Clotbo's  fpindle, 
<^  who  weaves  all  our  deftinies*  I  thank  you  for  interefting 
^<  yourfelf  in  my  having  attained  that  point.  You  take  a 
*<  part  in  the  welfare  of  an  old  friend,  of  a  fervant  whofe 
^*  fentiments  neither  age  nor  abfence  can  ever  change,  aiul 

*  Here  was  an  allofion  to  the  deaib  of  Peter,  the  late  emperor 
of  RuffiSj  which  the  author  has  fapprefled.<— Translator. 

««  whO| 
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^♦wki,  at  ppeftnt,  hopes,  with  a  for*  of  coh(l*nce,  foon 

*'  agaiti  to  ht  vtni  embrace  y^ou,  if  you  will  peritiit  hiiA. 

"  Yes,  lifiy  good  mania,  Ithink  (tfo  fpeak  poetioally)  <feat  you 

<«  will  be  at  Be^lm  before  Flora  embelHflhes  the  tarth  with 

*^  her  gifts  |  and,  if  I  realty  rejoke  at  the  idea  of  feeif^g  ahy 

*^  pepfoti  in  the  capkal,  it  is  you  ;  buty  fay  nothrng  of  thlt« 

<<  Tbb  is  i)ot^  poetical,  and  txvuil  be  literally  uiiderftodd. 

^*  May  Heaven  wateh  over  your  days,  and  cover  you  with  j 

^^  beneOdiont  in  proportion  to  ]N>uf  virtue  I     May  I  once  ' 

^^  more  behold  you  in  good  health,  eontent,  and  fatisfied  ; 

**  and  may  you  always  preferve  for  rtie  your  friendftiip  !    I  ^      ' 

^I0ffl^'mei4t  it,  my  good  mama,  by  the  inviolable  attach' 

<^  ment  I  bear' you,  aqd  which  I  fltali  retain  to  this  mbmeilt 

«<  that  die  fatal  Sifter  (hall  cut  the  thread." 

.  "  D^hlen,  6th  of  March,  1763^, 

<^  I  fhs^ll  again  fee  ypu^  thc^i^  my  gppd  mama,  and  I  hopp 
"  that  it  will  be  towjards  the  end  of  thi§  month,  or  the  b^ 
•'  ginning  .of  April,  when  t  flj.all  x^JQicp  ia  fiodfng  yp^  ^s 
'*  w^U  ^  when  I  Mt  ygu.  As  for  myftlf,  ygy  will  find  tj^c 
"an. old  n)^n,  and  almoft  a  dotard*  asg.reygs  ifiy  aff§|, 
**  lofipg.eyejry  day  a  toopb,  ;»od  h^jng  half  lamed  by  thp 
"  gPUt.  5«f,  ypur  i/iduJgence  will  fupporf  the  ingrfpjt^fs 
"  pf  a§^f  ftwJ  we  will  talk  together  of  ojd  jime^. 

"  Our  gqpd  margraye  of  Bareutb  U  JMft  dead,  \ybi«ii 
*'  gV^f  ?  ^^,^^]  P^i/>^  ^^  lofe  ^»^  frieods,  and  our  enemies 
**  [^^ni  jqcJ.iAed,.tp  JaA  djuxiflg  an  etjernity.  Ah  !  mygpcrf 
*«  mam^i^  Ji^w  J*drpd  JkCfUn,  ajod  thje  (pbafms  J^fhall  find  ip 
<^  it  1  but  I  muft  only  think  Qf  you,  and  tr,eat  th.e  r.eft  a^.iiA 
^«  jll.uilpi),  Be^perfuaded  of  the  pleafurc  I  fhall  have  in  per- 
**  fonally  affuring  you  of  the  real  efteem  and  friendfliip  I  (hall 
<*  pr<j3p^ve  f<K  jip^u  uiitiU  diie»  iko  Che  grave;*' ' 

*«2d  of  June,  1 763, 
*<  My  good  mama,  your  letter,  and  your  recoHedHon, 
*«  have  given  me  real  pleafure,  as  they  are  proofs  of  your 

Vot,  IL  F  f  "health  •  ■'^* 
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^*  health  being  better.  I  am  aflured  that  there  is  no  danger, 
^*  and  that  you  will  foon  be  pcrfedly  reflored*  My  (ifter 
<'  will  arrive  here  in  an  hour  hencey  which  I  own  to  yoo 
<*  gives  mt  great  joy.  Try,  my  good  mama,  to  get  out 
**  into  the  air.  Ic  is  the  fovereign  medicine ;  it  will  em- 
*<  balm  your  blood,  and  entirely  cure  youj  an  event  in 
•*  which  I  intcreft  myfelf  flncerely.  You  know  nay  oW 
**  heart,  which  is  always  the  fame,  and  formed  to  love  you 
*<  as  long  as  It  (hall  exift.  Adieu,  my  good  mam^  I  Take 
*^  care  to  get  well  foon,  and  do  not  fprget  me. 

*<  I  (ball  (hew  your  letter,  my  good  mama,  to  my  fi/ler, 
^<  who  will  be  charmed  at  what  you  thifck  of  her.  I  regret, 
^*  indeed,  the  not  being  able  to  enjoy  your  prefence  here. 
<*  I  am  of  opinion  that  you  have  good  reafpn  to  take  care  of 
*<  yourfelf,  and  the  truth  is,  that  I  could  but  little  profit 
**  here  by  your  amiable  company  ;  for,  we  are,  as  in  a  ge<> 
<<  neral  diet  of  the  holy  Roman  empire,  environed  by  thirty 
^<  princes  and  princedes,  beddes  that  my  infirmities  prevent 
*^  me  from  aififiing  at  all  the  banquets.  I  appear,  however, 
<<  at  the  great  folemnities,  and  endeavour  to  takefome  repofe 
^^  in  the  intervals.  The  old  baron  infults  my  gouty  legs. 
«  He  has  had  a  race  with  prince  Frederick,  and  contended 
<<  who  fhould  be  thefirft,  As  for  me,  who  hobble  along 
^*  like  a  tortoife,  I  look  at  the  rapidity  of  their  ponrfe  as 
<<  a  paralytic  affifting  at  the  dance  of  Saint  Denis. 

««  Good  night,  my  good  mama  !  I  hope  to  fee  you  wheo 
<*  my  legs  return,  and  I  am  able  to  climb  up  theftairs  of  the 
«•  palace  which  lead  to  your  paradifc,  I  am,  for  ever,  the 
*^  moft  ancient  of  your  adorers, 

•<  Fredbrick." 

(112)  Onvnfathn  bawein  Fndiri^k  IL  and  GeUtrfn 
The  King,  You  are  profcffor  GcUert  ? 
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Thi  King.  The  EngliQi  envoy  has  fpoken  very  much  co 
me  in  your  favour*    Of  what  country  are  you  i 

Getters.  Of  HainicheRy  near  Frcybourg. 

The  King.  Have  not  you  a  brother  at  Freybourg  ? 

Gellert.  Yes,  fire. 

The  King.  Tell  me,  why  we  have  not  good  German  wri- 
ters ? 

Afajor  ^uintus.  Your  majefty  has  one  before  you,  Ev^n 
the  French  have  tranflated  him.  They  call  him  the  La 
Fontaine  of  the  Germans. 

The  King.  That  is  going  very  far.  Have  you  read  La 
Fontaine  i 

Geilert.  Yes,  fire ;  but  I  have  not  imitated  him.  I  have 
adhered  more  to  originality. 

The  King.  Good,  here's  an  original.  But  why  have  we 
not  feveral  i 

Geilert.  Your  majefty  is  prqudiced  againft  the  Germans* 

The  King.  Oh  i  no  !  not  altogether. 

Geilert.  At  lead  againft  the  writers. 

Thi  King  That  is  true.  Why  have  not  we  good  hiftorians  ? 

Geilert.  And  fo  we  have.  We  have  Mafcow,  and  Cramer, 
who  has  continued  Boflfuet. 

The  King.  A  German  continue  BofTuet !  Is  that  poffible  ? 

Geilert.  Yes,  and  even  fuccefsfully.  One  of  your  ma- 
jefty's  moft  learned  profeflbrs  declares  that  he  has  continued 
him  with  as  much  eloquence,  and  more  hifiorical  accuracy. 

The  King.  Was  he  a  competent  judged 

Geilert.  So  it  is  thought,  at  leaft. 

The  King.  But,  why  do  not  they  tranflate  Tacitus  f  Such 
a  work  they  ought  to  undertake. 

Geilert,  Tacitus  is  difficult  to  tranflate.  Even  the  French 
tranflations  of  that  author  are  bad. 

The  King.  Yes,  that  is  true. 

Geilert.  Befides,  there  are  feveral  reafons  why  the  Germans 
have  not  yet  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  every  branch  of  lite- 

F  f  z  rature: 
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ture;  H^  arte  vnA  fcteiic<8  fiourif^ed  among  the  Greeks, 
when  the  Ro^ians  werf  ftill  ^\nglpypd  in  war.  Tha,  per- 
haps, is  what  happens  at  fhi$  ^^^y  i^  Q^many.  It  ifrpc^iide 
that  we  only  want  ^n  Aiiguftua  9^  a  Louis  %IY. 

Tbi  King.  But  you  have  bad  two  Augu(l»se9  \n  Saxony  ? 

Gilkrh  AccCMFdiaglyi  S^^iony  hfs  bggun  t^  mak^  foine 
progrefs. 

th  King.  W^uM  you  have  anr  Angiiftus  (or  ail  Gerinaay  ? 
Did  you  never  go  out  of  Saxony  i 

Gellert.  1  was>  once,  at  Berlin,   . 

Th*  King*  You  (houjd  travel, 

Gellert.  Health  and  fortune  are  neccffary  for  fuch  a  pur- 

poff,  .     .  •  -         ^ 

Tbi  King.  What  diforder  havp  you  \  PerhapSi  it  is  that 
of  all  literary  men* 

Gill^rt.  Yes,  fire. 

n$  l^ng.  I  bid  it,  iilfo.  V)\  cuie  yott.  You  muft  ufe 
exercife,  get  on  horfeback  ^^txy  day,  and  take  rbubatb  oi^ce 
a  weekf 

^  Geikru  Theft  remedies  might  render  me  ftill  worfe.  If 
t)M  Hprfe  w«re.  fod  fpirited,  I  could  not  mount  bim  i  if  he 
w^re  fick,  I  could  not  make  him  g\»  «a« 

Tb0  King.  Well  then  !  ride  in  aoarriage. 

QclUrt.  How  am  I  to  find  the  nu3aos ! 

Tbi  King.  That's  true.  This  is  what  is  always  waming 
to.th^  German  literati.    Are  not  the  times  diftrefsful  I 

Gellert.  Oh  !  yes^  fijre !  Jt  were  to  be  wiflied  that  your 
majefty  would  give  peace  to  Gera^any  I 

Tbf  King.  H6Vr  is  that  to  be  done  f  Pb  you  not  know  that 
there  are  three  againft  me  ?    . 

G^teri.  I  knolv  anciei:^  better  than  modern  htftory. 

Xhi  King.  Which  do  you  prefer,  Homer  or  Virgil  I 

Gellert.  Homer  is  original.  . 
.  Tbe  King.  But,  Virgil  is  more  poliflicd. 

<?f//rr|*  We  ^i^  iw  ht  rentovecLlR)m  l^he  age  of  Vbomtst 
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to  form  a  found  judgment  or  his  tetlguage  ihd  Imi  iM^ntrt, 
I  refer  to  Quintilianj  wh<>  prtfers  Hoiner« 

tbe  king.  We  maft  not  bfe  flaves  to  the  judgment  of  ihc 
ancients. 

Gelliri.  Nor  am  I  f«ch  a  fla? e :  I  oftly  refer  to  Ihens  Wten 
the  retndtentls  of  periods  prevents  me  from  judging  fof-  my^*'  > 
felf. 

Atisjor  ^uiniki.  M.  Gellert^  has,  alfo,  written  German 
Ictteri. 

The  King.  Have  you  written^  Hkewife,  againft  the  ftyle  of 
the  bar  ? 
^  Gelkrt.  Ycsj  fire  ! 

The  King.  But,  why  do  ftot  they  change  it  ?  It  is  the  very 
devil ;  they  hung  me  whole  Ihects  of  which  I  do  not  undcr- 
fland  a  word. 

GelUrt,  How  fliould  I  change  it,  then,  if  your  majefty  can- 
not? Tw  can  give  orders  i  I  have  nothing  to  come,  forward 
with,  except  advice* 

^he  King.  Can  you  repeat  one  of  your  fables  by  heart  f 

GelUrt.  I  am  afraid  not. 
'  The  King.  Think  a  little*    In  the  interim,  I  will  take  si 
few  turns.-*— Well !  do  ydu  recblteft  one  i 

GelUrt.  Yes,  fire. 

The  Painter*    AfahUl 

.  A  painter  of  Ath/ens,  who  worked  Jcfs  .fojf  moijey  than, 
for  hpnour,  fl>jsvred  a  pidure  of  Mars  to  a  connoiiTeur,  and 
defired  his  opinion.  "  I  will  tell  you  froel^i*'  anfwcred  thp 
connoiiTeur,  ^^  that  I  find  a  fault  in  it*  Art  is  too  apparent.? 
The  painter  produces  many  reafons  in  his  defence.  They 
difpiste,  aod  tlie  artift  perftfts  in  his  yindication.  In  the 
BDean  time  a  young  coxcomb  enters. .  On  the  vei-y  firft  gUjiaifi 
at  the  pi£ture,  lie  exclaims,  ^*  Gracious  heaven  I  what  % 
««  mafter^pflte !  l^oW  admiratiy  this  foot  is  fdrmtdl   v4dl^ 

F  f  3  «  what 
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<<  what  art  are  the  nails  cxprefled !  the  belmtt !  the  (hield  S 
«<  the  armour  !  What  amazing  execution  pervades  the  wbok ! 
<*  It  is  Mars  hirofelf  I  he  breathes  !**  At  thcfc  words^  the 
painter,  blufliing  and  confufed,  turns  to  the  connoifleur : 
*«  Now/'  fays  he,  «<  I  difcover  that  you  are  in  the  right/*  and, 
as  fodn  as  the  coxcomb  departed,  he  eiFaced  his  pidure* 

Tbi  King.  And  the  moral  ? 

Gellert.  Here  it  is : 

<*  Should  the  connoifleur  blame  thy  writings,  it  is  ^  bad 
<*  fign;  but  if  a  coxcomb  commends,  obliterate  them  Are&lyJ^ 

The  King.  That  is  pretty,  very  pretty  !  You  have  a  certain 
elegance  !  I  comprehend  it  perfectly  ;  but,  Gottfched  (hew- 
ed me  a  tranflation  of  Ipbigenie,  not  a  word  of  which  I  com* 
prehended.  They  have,  alfo,  put  into  my  bands  fame  poetry 
of  a  Mr.  Pictfch  \  but,  I  threw  it  afide. 

GiUerU  I  did  the  fame. 

Tbi  King.  If  I  remain  here,  come,  often,  to  fee  me,  and 
bring  your  fables :  you  fliall  read  me  fome  of  them. 

GilUrt.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  read  well  $  I  am  addiS- 
ed  to  fuch  a  finging,  fuch  a  provincial  tone. 

The  King.  Ay,  like  the  Silefians  :  but  you  muft  read  them 
yourfelf  i  they  would  lofe  much  of  their  beauty  without  this 
affiftance.— ^Let  us  go — ^Return  foon. 

Yet,  even  after  all  this,  Gellert  never  went  near  the  king, 
neither  did  the  latter  again  fend  for  him.  When  Gellert  was 
gone,  the  king  obferved  to  his  officers,  <<  You  may  difcover 
**  a  diiFerence  betiyeen  this  man  and  Gottfched  z**  and  the 
next  day,  at  table,  he  faid,  <<  This  it  the  moft  reafonable  of 
••  all  the  German  literati." 

(113)  The  following  lelterfrom  Frederick  to  Jordan^  in 
X743t  is  defcriptive  of  the  manner  in  which  this  prince  arou- 
fed  himfelf  with  the  members  of  his  familiar  fotiety.  A  tur- 
ner>  cotoiceiving  that  he  could  lave  the  king  much  money  by 

fttb. 
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fubftituting  Wooden  cannon  in  the  place  of  thofe  which  he 
made  ufc  of,  deiired  Jordan  to  prefent  an  account  of  his  pro- 
Je£t  to  the  king ;  and  Jordan,  with  great  (implicit^,  complied. 
Frederick  anfweredthus : 

Whilftj^tfir  of  wooden  cannon  dream^ 
Let  Aftrolabet  be  Colin's  theme. 
Whilfl  He  explores  a  Newton's  curve^ 
1  from  my  fongs  (hall  never  fwerve  $ 
But,  ga]ly«  ftrike  poetic  fires 
From  Grecian  and  Arabian  lyres. 
Each  to  his  fphere  regard  muft  pay« 
Believe  me !  'tis  the  wifeft  way  l 
And  he  may  well  rejoice  at  hearty 
Who,  as  he  ought,  perfonns  his  part. 

•«  I  do  not  fay  that  you  are  not  an  excellent  fcribe,  a  library 
**  atlas,  a  jovial  philofopher^  a  terrible  Grecian,  a  gallant  en- 
•*  dowed  with  all  the  qualities  poftefled  by  the  defunft  afs  of 
^*  Lucian ;  I  modeftly  confine  myfelf  to  maintaining  that 
^«  yoa  are  not  a  Melidor  in  artillery.  In  reading  your  letter, 
*«  I  thought  I  fhould  have  died  with  laughing.  A  turner 
•«  ofFers  to  make  cannon,  and  addreffcs  himfelf  to  Jordan. 
^<  Take  my  advice,  my  friend;  communicate  this  fecret  to  no 
**  perfon.  Set  the  artift  to  work  for  your  own  arfenal,  and, 
**  on  the  iirft  literary  difpute  you  get  involved  in,  turn  y^ur 
^<  heavy  artillery  againft  your  adverfary,  and  cry  out  to  him, 
«*  Xntima  rath  JordanL 

«'  I  have  been  here  fome  days,  where  I  fee  nothing  but 
<<  ramparts,  hear  nothing  but  mufquets»  Cake  my  walk  only 
<<  in  mines,  and  breathe  nothing  but  fulphur.  What  can 
««  you  expe£l  from  me,  then,  but  a  very  martial  letter  f  Yet 
«<  I  ftlll  hope  to  find  lefs  turbulent  pleafures  for  you  at  berlint 
*'  and  to  fup  gaily  there,  between  Mac4naS']oxAzmnAPottiO» 
<*  Caefarion.  Adieu>  my  friend !  Take  time  by  the  forelock  ; 
«  for^  he  flies." 

F  f  4  Wt 
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We  might  eke,  alfo,  feveral  of  his  letters  to  VoltaMrc  tnd 
others ;  but  the  fbllowiiig  anecdotes  will  give  femejdea  «f 
^is  pleafantries. 

A  woman  finger  of  his  opera,  who  was  a  great  favourite, 
made  her  efcape,  hi  order  to  return  to  Italy.  Thfc  perfons 
fent  after  her  by  Frederick  came  up  with  her  on  the  frontiers 
of  Tyrol,  and  MafVia-Therefa,  who  was  then  Uving,  made  no  \ 
difficulty  in  reftoririg  her.  She  was  brought  back  to  Potz- 
dam,  and  condudled  into  the  king's  chamber,  who  faid  to 
her,  ••  Madam^  why  have  you  quitted  mi?'*  The  poor  woman, 
half  dead  with  fright,  could  not  anfwer  a  fmgleword,  but 
threw  herfelf  at  the  king's  feet,  **  Do  not  be  afraid^*  obferv- 
ed  Frederick,  <^  I  only  wijhid  to  bid  you  adieu.  Now  you  may 
**  go  where  you  wilW 

The  Jews  once  demanding  the  king's  permiffion  to  wear 
•a  fword,  "  IP'itb  allmf  hearty**  replied  be«  «  mo  cindiMn  of 
•*  tbiir  wearing  it  on  the  right  fide." 

A  young  (ludent  of  divinity,  who  had  but  yA  quitted  the 
univerfity,  prefenting  himfelf  to  the  king  for  a  place  of  im- 
portance then  vacant,  Frederick  wrote  at  the  bottom  of  his 
requefl-,  <*  Hold  you  unto  Jerich4^  until  your  heard  be  came^  and 
•*  then youfiall return** 

*  A  rich  eccknaftic  afked  the  king  for  a  confiderable  trad  of 
land  for  the  purpofe  of  fettling  colonifis^  offering  to  make 
them  labour  under  his  own  infpe£tion«  At  the  back  of  bis 
petition,  Frederick  wrote. 

Through  various  lands  Saint  Paul  the  golp^l  taught ; 
But>  of  colonization  never  thought. 

The  reader  will  find  many  other  flfokes  of  Frederick's 
^pleafantcy  in  the  anecdotes  coUe£ked  at  the  end  of  this  vo- 
lume. 

(141)  Wc 
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(114.)  We  ihall  fct  that  he  encouraged  the  J6kfes  made 
upon  tbetn,  and  even  furoiflied  the  plan  of  a  work  criticiling 
their  meAoirs.  When  Re  fern  for  them.  It  was  frequently 
to  lattgh  ^  their  expence.  He  called  one  his  Montefqaieu  • 
another,  his  D*Alembert ;  a  third,  his  Fqntenelle ;  for  whkh 
tiie  honeft  academicians  Aiade  profound  reverences,  and  re- 
peated thcfe  fine  complrmcnts  on  their  return  to  Berlin: 
while  he  was  laughingi  witfaln  hlmfelf  at  tbeir  credulitjj  and 
applauding  his  own  addrefs  in  playing  them  off. 

(i  1 5  j  Frederick  had  fpies  for  every  clafs  bf  citizens.  Jlis 
generals  gave  him  ah  account  of  the  adventures  of  the  mili- 
tary ;  his  friends  the  wits  made  him  laugh  at  the  expence  of 
minifters,  counfellors,  and  academicians ;  and  his  laqueys, 
valets  de  chambfe,  and  academicians,  at  that  of  other  indi- 
viduals. The  latter,  efpecially,  gave  him  an  account  of 
literary  news;  and  decicfed,  in  a  curious  manner,  on  Works 
and  authors.  Every  perfon  a  little  acquainted  with  the  fe- 
crec  anecdotes  of  Berlin,  knows  that  an  academician  was 
often  introduced,  during  the  night,  into  the  king'^  dhattiber, 
by  a  private  ftair-cafe.  His  department  was  the  royal  family, 
and  he  gave  the  king  an  account  of  every  thing  that  did  or 
did  not  pafs.  On  feeing  the  king  not  likely  to  live,  he 
thought  it  prudent  to  demand  permiffion  to  terire,  which  he 
obtained.  In  leaving  the  country  he  boafted  of  the  part  he 
had  played  under  Frederick,  and  exprefled  his  apprehenfions 
of  being  fevetely  treated  by  his  fuceefibr. 

( 1 16)  The  ibb€  Pernetti  was  an  Ex-Benediaine.  He  had 
^rittcwa  wotk  on  phyfiognoitties,  which  induced  Frederick  to 
invite  him  into  his  fervice.  He  has  tranflated  Scbwiditibourg^s 
myftit  Rofiria  into  French. 

(117)  Towards  the  laft  "years  of   Fredirick*s  reign,    a 
Frenchmani  employed  in  bis  fervice,  thought  proper  to  de- 
mand 
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nand  permUEon  to  withdraWf  and  obtained  it|  buty  m 
meeting  with  the  fuccefs  he  looked  for  in  France,  be  fhortl] 
after  wrote  to  the  king,  begging  to  be  reinftated  i  but  Fre- 
liericky  who  did  not  like  to  be  trifled  with,  let  him  remain  at 
Paris. 

There  is  a  man  in  tbg  pc/l-offia  of  a  town  in  Switzerland, 
who  was  an  academician  at  Berlin  ;  nor  does  he  fail  to  aflumc 
fome  confequence,  by  making  a  parade  of  this  brilliant  titlc« 
A  wit  one  day  faid  to  him,  '<  You  have  not  greatly  changed 
**  conditions  s  y$9i  Wirifirmir/jf  a  man  of  Uttirs^  and  nowju 
^  ana  man  with  UtOrs/'  

Another  Swifs  academician  of  Berlin  flood  candidate  for 
the  place  of  a  fort  oi  macdfearer^  who  wears  the  livery  of  the 
date  in  his  little  republics  but,  not  fucceeding,  was  obliged 
to  remain  at  Berlin*    Several  others  are  in  great  want. 

(ii8)  The  perpetual  fecretary,  Moniicur  W.......  whoa 

Frederick  pleafantly  called  the  Montefquieu  of  Germany, 
and  B...*.  who  merited  more  indulgence,  are  criticifed  in  this 
pamphlet. 

I 
(119}  Frederick  took  the  opportunity  of  a  work  entitled 
<*  The  Rural  Nights,'*  fent  him  by  the  author,  to  anfwcr 
lilm  as  follows : 

•*  Your  "  Rural  Nights**  have  been  well  received,  and  I 
*<  thank  you  for  the  copy  you  have  fent  me.  But  I  ihouM 
*<  wiih  that  as  a  good  grammarian  you  would  employ  your 
*«  leifure  in  a  work  caUukud  to  avoid  and  comif  the  dtfe&i  0/ 
«*  thi  FnnchJIyU^  which  appears  daily  to  degenerate  and  fall 
*<  off  from  that  purity  which  confiitutes  its  chief  ornamentt 
*«&c.  I 

M  Fl(EP£IlICK» 

••  Ppizdam,  30th  of  September,  1 783.'^  J 


Jh< 
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The  next  day  the  author  received  the  following  plan  in  the 
king's  own  writing : 

<<  I  could  wiih  that  rules  for  ftyle  were  given  by  way  of 
*<  analyfis,  beginning  by  ideas,  (hewing  how  they  are  formed 
*<  and  combined  together* 

**  From  ideas  you  fliould  pafs  to  the  decompoiition  of  pe- 
*^  riods  and  phrafes,  and  ihew  how  their  dififcrent  parts  aA 
'<  upon  each  other. 

«*  When  you  (hall  have  given  fcveral  exercifcs  of  this  na- 
^  ture,  on  ideas  and  periods,  it  will  be  much  eafier  to  feize  the 
<<  rules  of  ftyle  and  compofition,  as  the  progrefs  would  then 
*<  be  from  the  known  to  the  unknown. 

**  In  order  to  render  this  work  complete,  and  proper  to  cor- 
^<  red  the  bad  ftyle  which  has  introduced  itfelf  among  fome 
<<  of  the  writers  of  the  French  colony,  apd  into  th  memoirs 
**  of  tbi  ecaitmy^  you  muft  ftridly  inveftigate  all  the  new 
^*  produdions,  affigning  its  merits  to- each  of  them,  without 
*•  excepting  any  one. 

«<  This,  in  my  opinion,  will  be  the  beft  method  of  refiify  mg 
**  the  ftyle  of  tbrfe  gentlemem^  which  every  day  degenerates 
*<  more  and  more« 

♦«  Fuboskick/' 

The  author  extended  the  king's  plan,  and,  having  fenthim 
the  firft  (heets  of  his  work,  received  the  following  ^nf^rer : 

<<  The  king  is  highly  fatisfied  with  the  firft  number  of  the 
^<  theoretical  and  pradical  courfe  of  the  French  language 
«  and  literature,  addrefled  to  him  by  profeilbr  de  Layeaux. 
«<  However  vaft  the  plan  of  this  periodical  work  may  be, 
«<  bis  majefty  applauds  it,  &c. 

««  Frederick. 
*•  Berlin^  29th  of  December^  178  j,'* 

All  the  numbers  of  this  work  were  received  with  equal 
approbation.    The  king  added^  on  receiving  the  fourdi  jium^- 

her. 
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btfr,  ^  It  ^fy  remains  U  he  wtfiidthatiUs  iverk  mdf  tmOrihuii 
«« tc  hinder  the  decline  of  a  language^  wbicif  after  he6$ifdhg  «m»- 
<•  verjal  tn  Ettrefe^  weH  deferves  t$  he  carritd  tit  tht  it^ee  of 
•  ferfeetitm  af  tohieh  it  is  fuJceptiUe  i"  andf  on  receiving  the  7th 
number,  he  wrote  as  follows,  "  It'  is  to  he  wijhed  tbttt  your 
•*  kheurs  may  eentribute  t$  furify  the  FrencBJIykfo  gf^My  rug* 
^Ueiedinovrdays.^ 

AttempU  being  made  to  Jiarr^s  the  aatW  by  cenToics,  it 
wa3  reported  that  he  intended  difcontinuiog  the  publication, 
on  which  the  king  wrote  to  hipa^  thus : 

«^  You  do  well  to  continue  your  theoretical  iuHl.(^a£ticai 
<<  covifc  of  the  French  language  and  litemtuaeb  - 1  ftnind  your 
<^  third  number  with  your  letter  of  yeftarday.  Itlsankyoa 
^<  for  this  attentioni  and  pray  God,  Uc.  &c« 

«<  FaSDBRldK. 

•<  Potzdam*  9th  of  July,  1784.'* 

Since  \hk  deaHh  of  Frederick,  the  audlor  bat  thotigbt  proper 
10  4e€line  %  work  which  created  him  fo  manyelKmiwi^ 

(120)  LeH^fhm  M.  Merian^  Director  of  the  Clafs  of  Belks 
Lettres  of  the  Academy  of  Berlin^  to  Profejfor  de  Laveattx. 

«<  Th^king'llefires  you  toe>cattlihe,  1^  far  as  Concerns 
•«  the  lAn|[«Rigeaifd  fiyle,  the  v^tk  annexiid,  slnd  oMarstne  to 
^  ttpbYl  to  hifti^the  refult  of  yowr  enaiftiMtion  :  wliicb  I 
^*  Ihall  tk)  very  fdithf ally,  and  in  f«ch  a  Way  as  you  your- 
f  <  feir  fbaU  4id!tite% .  •  I  have  (he  boiloar  to  be>  with  the  moft 
*^  perfed  confideration,  &c.    .    . 

C'C   K/FrP  f  A  W 

«  Berlin,  8thof  Jahiiaiy,  4785.*' 

'   (tai)  Theftiemoirof  tbeminiAer  ciitidifaL^  ^/ it%'; 
^rder^  nivat.  teaAt^  the  ftca<kii\^  id  i784«    The  year  follow* 
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The  next  day  the  author  received  the  following  plaen  in  the 
king's  own  writing : 

<*  I  could  wiih  that  rules  for  ftyle  were  given  by  way  of 
**  analyfis,  beginning  by  ideasy  (hewing  how  they  are  formed 
**  and  combined  together. 

**  From  ideas  you  ihould  pafs  to  the  decompofition  of  pe- 
^  riods  and  phrafes,  and  (hew  how  their  different  parts  zSt 
"  upon  each  other. 

**  When  you  (hall  ha?e  given  feveral  exercifes  of  tjiis  na* 
^  ture,  on  ideas  and  periods,  it  will  be  much  eafier  to  feize  the 
**  rules  of  ftyle  and  compofition,  as  the  progrefs  would  then 
*<  be  from  the  known  to  the  unknown. 

<^  In  order  to  render  this  work  complete,  and  proper  to  cor- 
^*  rtSt  the  bad  fiyle  which  has  introduced  itfeif  among  fome 
*^  of  the  writers  of  the  French  colony,  apd  into  the  memwrt 
'*  of  tbi  academy^  you  muft  ftriSly  inveftigate  all  the  new 
*^  produAions,  affigning  its  merits  to  each  of  them,  without 
•*  excepting  any  one. 

*<  This,  in  my  opinion,  will  be  the  beft  method  of  refiify  mg 
<<  the  ftyle  9f  thife  gintUmm^  which  every  day  degenerates 
^*  more  and  more. 

♦«  Feeoskick/' 

The  author  extended  the  king's  plan,  and,  having  fenthim 
the  firft  fheets  of  bit  work,  received  the  foUovv^ing  ^nf^rer : 

<*  The  king  is  highly  fatisfied  with  the  firft  number  of  the 
^'  theoretical  and  pradical  courfe  of  the  French  language 
<<  and  literature,  addrefled  to  him  by  prdfeilbr-de  Layeaux. 
**  However  vaft  the  plan  of  this  periodical  work  may  be, 
**  his  majefty  applauds  it,  &c. 

««  Frederick. 
*«  Berlin^  29th  of  December^  »78j.'* 

All  the  numbers  of  this  work  were  received  with  equal 
apprgbattoi^.    The  king  added^  on  receiving' tlie  fourdi  jium^ 

ber. 
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b«r,  >«  It  Mify  remains  U  he  wtJbidthaiiUs  work  mdf  mOrihute 
<<  tc  hinder  the  decline  ef  a  language^  which^  after  heMnlhg  Mni^ 
<•  verjal  tn  Entepe^  well  deferves  t9  he  carried  t6  th  di^ee'ef 
•  ferfeeiitm  af  tohich  it  is  fuJieptiUe  i"  andf  Oil  recci? ing  the  7th 
number,  he  wrote  as  follows,  "  It'  is  to  be  wijhed  tbtsi  ym 
•*  laheun  may  eentribute  t$  furify  the  French Jlykfd  gtritfiy  neg* 
ousted  in  9ur  days.** 

Attempu  being  made  to  harr^s  the  author  by  cenfores,  tt 
wa3  i:epgrted  th^t  he  intended  difcontinuiog  the  publication, 
on  which  the  king  wrote  to  hicn»  thus : 

*^  You  do  well  to  continve  your  tbeorotioal  iuid.|^a6Hc^ 
<<  covifc  of  the  French  language  and  litertituaeb  •  I  ftnind  jrour 
<Mhird  number  with  your  letter  of  jreftarday.  i  thank  yoo 
^*  for  this  attciitioni  and  pray  God,  &c.  &c. 

•«  Potzdam,  9th  of  July,  1784." 

Since  th6  dcaHh  of  Frederick,  the  audlor  hat  thought  proper 
10  4eclifl€  %  work  which  created  him  fo  Bisuiy.ejt»niin« 

(120)  LeH^fhem  M.  Merian^  Dire£for  of  the  Clafs  of  Belles 
Lettres  of  the  Academy  of  Berlin^  to  Profejfir  de  Laveaux* 

«  The'king*  llefires  you  to  e>cattlltte,  1^  far  as  eonccrns 
•«  the  Ittftg[Mge aifd  fiyle,  the  WKirk  annexiid,  slnd  oMarsme  to 
^  Import  to  hhti-therefalt  of  yowr  enaiftiMtion  :  i^icb  I 
^*  ihaH  tk)  veYy^ithfidly,  and  in  f«ch  a  Way  as  you  yoar- ' 
f  <  feir  (haU  4iA^te% .  ^  i  have  (he  hoUoar  to  be>  with  the  moft 
«*  perfed  confideration,  &c.    .    . 

«*  Meriak. 
«  Berlin,  8thof  Jahuaiy,  t78s.'' 

'  (tai)  Theihemoirof  tbemtiiiAer  cn^kiSed.ify,the  Ung'i 
^rder^  'mu:t^9A t^  the  ftca<k0\^  id  1 7844    The  .ye»r  follow- 
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memoir*  few,  ^*  /  A<i©/  h^jnpfiid  hf  40  ui^ijt^c^piPfini 

yet,  ift  tl^  laft  vq^him0;o/[  tbf(  Bfw  m^aioir^  «f  ibe  9Cadem7^. 
thie  m^vHMr  h9#  b^fft  r«^|nt6d,  ^d  every  fmU^  poinfiid  out 
bj  pro&Sbr  ^  X^^^wXn^  qorri9d:ad.<.-[See  new  Meiwir$  of  the 
Academt:t>f  I^S^i  qu^f9t.jMges  42S«  ^c.  lind  Coo^pare  them 
with  tbe  fame  oiemoif.  i^^  o^vo^  priowdi  bjr  Deckel  ia 
1784.3'    •  .  .    : 

{i2t)  On  thftaotb  of  AfNTili  17849  tbecbanBlber  <^ju(Hce 
fentencqc}  an  acAdemiciad,  a  Freo4hima  by  birtb»  Co  a  fin^ 
md  honorary  iodeoinlBcatibh  towiirda  a  roan  who  w^a  btt 
ailbciate  ta  d  foap  maiiufi|£lory,  for  having  treated  his  part<<> 
ner  as  a  malotru  and  ^f  jiiii.(law  oiifereaot),  and  the  chamb^r^ 
in  affigtiing  their  rcafoBs  for  tbt4  judgment^  dpdare  that  tbey 
:an  pay  no  attciltion^to  tbeesplioatioa  of  thefe  terms  aa^ 
|iyen  by  the  academiqan,  but  adhere  to  tbe.definitioo  of  tbo 
lidionary  of  the  French  academy,  which  fays,  at  the  word. 
nalotruj  <«  It  is  a  term  of  injury  and  contempt,  by  which  is 
^  meant  tp  be  iigtii6ed>  at  the  fame  time,  a  miferable  perfon^ 
^  a  /Ioven,ilI-made,  ill- built  $  and,  at  the  word  coquiuy  that  it 
*  is  fynonirtioUs  with  Ha^i^  rafcaly  an  infamous  feUoWy  a  toW' 
'  ard,  bfc.  fcff." 

(123)  A  conttfta^ipiv  9f  civility  took  place  between  the^ 
mperoff.aiid  the  king,  of|  the  point  of  precedence.  The 
mperor  wanted  Prede^ck  to  go  firft,  and  the  latter  turning* 
botjt  to  do  the  honours .  to  the  emperor,  Jofeph  took  the 
rad,  &ying,  •*  O/yZr//  i/j9U  btgin  U  numceHvre^  Imufi^ 
givs  way  to  yoUy  a^dgo  tvbfn  ycu  Mnk  proper  9* 

( 1 24)  This  fatirical  romance  was  not  fubmitud  to  thr 

^nfor,  notwithSandinf  the  eftabliibtd  law;  and  the  cenfor, 

bo  did  not  ehufe  to  relin^uiQi  hii  rigbtSt  was  probably  th« 

/.  -  perfoa 
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.perfen  who  ftirred  up  thii  afiair*  When  the  work  ivai 
prefented  to  him  for  a  fecond  impreffion^  he  read  it^  am 
rephed,  that,  fo  far  from  finding  any  thing  to  retrench,  b( 
oonfioered  it  as  an  ingenious  latire  on  the  manners  of  the  age, 
This  ilroke  does  not  ill  paint  the  degree  to  which  the  liberty 
of  the  prefs  was  carried  at  Berlin.  Frederick  often  declared, 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  toleiate  a  perfeft  liberty  of 
thinking  and  writing  in  his  dominions.  If  there  were  fome 
exceptions,  they  only  refpe£led  politics^  and  a  few  indiriduali 
whom  he  wiihed  not  to  have  perfecuted.  It  is  recorded  that 
a  foreign  bodkftiler  tranfmitted  to  him  one  day  a  manufcript 
fittire  againft  himfelf,  leaving  it  to  his  option  to  fopprefs  it, 
in  hopes  of  being  rewarded  for  his  zeal ;  but  Frederick  feot 
for  a  bookfiiUer  of  Berlin,  faying  to  him,  <*  72#r#,  print 
**  ihis  5  great  advantages  may  be  made  by  it** 

When  profeflbr  de  Laveaux  faw  the  king  very  ill,  ap- 
prehending that  he  might  one  day  be  called  upon  to  pay  the 
reckoning  for  the  bottle  of  champaignt  he  prudently  retired , 
to  Stougardt  -  I 


'  (125)  Letter  from  M.  de  Felt  aire  te  the  King  $f  Prujfia. 

**  Ferney,  ift  of  February,  1773. 

•«  Sire, 

«*  I  have  thanked  you  for  your  porcelain :  the  king,  my 
««  mafter,  has  hot  handfomcr,  nor  has  he  fent  me  any. 
«*  But  I  am  ftni  more  thankful  for  what  you  take  from  roc, 
**  than  grateful  for  what  you  give  me.  You  cut  off  from 
*«  me,  by  a  ftroke  of  the  pen,  nine  years,  in  your  laft  lettefi 
««  Never  did  our  comptroller-general  of  finances  operate  I 
**  greater  change.  Your  majefty  is  fo  good  as  tp  pay  mei 
••  compliment  on  my  feventieth  year.  Thus  are  kings  al- 
«  ways  impofcd  upon.  I  am  feventy^nincywith  yourp«r 
«•  miffion,  and  very  foon  eighty.  I  fliall  not,  therefore,  fee 
«  what  I  have  fo  paffionately  wilbed,  the  defiruStien  ef  tbeji 

•*  viUainsi 
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**  villainous  Turh^  who  (hut  up'  our  womeny  and  do  net 
«*  cultivate  the  fine  arts. 

*«  You  will  not,  then,  replace  Thiriot,  yourcofiee-houfe 
<'  hiftoriographer  ?  He  acquitted  himfelf  wonderfully  well  of 
^'  this  employment ;  be  knew  by  heart  the  few  good  verfes 
«*  and  the  infinite  number  of  bad  ones  circulated  in  Paris. 
<*  He  was  a  man  very  nccefTary  to  the  ftate.    • 

Poor  Paris^  now,  no  more  fupplies 
Her  literary  merchandife. 
Ilenounc'd  is  ev'ry  learned  name ; 
Each  brilliant  work  of  endlefs  fiune. 
Books,  Almanacs  and  Mercuries  rife 
In  vain  to  meet  a  reader's  eyes. 
Afide  are  folios,  pamphlets  tolSt, 
And  in  y§ur  sund  their  value's  lofi ! 
Can  my  difcerning  friend  explain 
Why  fuch  indifference  fhould  reign  ? 
Alas !  Yott  fear  each  profp'rous  time 
Has  flown,  for  goodt  from  Gallia's  clime  i 
And  that  our  ancient  riches  yield 
To  Want  their  now  deferted  field. 
Yet,  Learn  our  talents  more  to  prize  I 
View  the  rich  fource  from  whence  they  rife ! 
Behold  us  opulent  and  great ! 
(EMtra*odganci  can  funds  create) 
I  entertain  oo  fanguine  hope 
That  Abb^  Savatier,  whofe  fcope 
Of  eloquence,  fublime  and  bright^ 
At  pnce  brings  fuccour  and  delight. 
Can  teach  us  nobly  to  afpire. 
Or  even  draw  us  from  the  mire. 
In  which,  by  fhoals  of  fcribblers  cz&. 
We  tofs  and  flounder,  to  the  lafl. 
Tafle  vanifhes,  and  Samenefs  palls. 
Ttie  mind  foe  varybg  plcafures  calls,    > 

We, 
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Some  ill-coinpa£ted  bits  of  boair4t 
.Whi<;h«  mofiPat  Imft  to  fomi  a  toge^^ 
Revive  not  che-A^^^i^  %^«  ^ 

To  criticife/  we  ftill  pcrfift  ;. 
NcH"  e'er  from  printing  can  d^M. 
'  Tadlics,  conjoined  with  Muilc's  art. 
From  the  amphibious  prefTes  ftart. 
We  learn,  'midft  thoughts  upon  finance^    . 
How  well  an  Op'ra  girl  can  dance. 
Th*  Academy  Provincial  tries 
To  make  the  World  by  nuthodw^t  5 
And  calculates  the  means  to  find 
For  (lamping  Genius  00  the  mind. 
An  Author,  (hortly,  will  produce 
The  hift'ry  j[&m'4  for  deptji  and  ufe) 
Of  Apes  whoV  at  the  fairs,  make  iport  t 
And  Apes  who  play  the^  tricks,  at  court. 
Perhaps,  with  this,  >yhere  learning  fliingg 
Some  forq^  of  ridicule  combines. 
Yet,  where,  in^  military  pride  .   '       .        .    , 
The  Viftula  bjings  up  her  tide^ 
I,  multitudes,  with  pain,  furvey 
Who  never  pafs  a  t^e  fo  gay.'*,    .  . 

(116)   Letter  from    Fndmti   U  M.,  J^Jimiiirt,  'after  an 

iUkefil-^ 
<<  For  this  once,  my  dear-  frtond,  I  ntkf  Mefs  my  ftars; 
**  and,  if  you  love  mc,  you- have  feme  rcafon  to  rejoice  at 
**  my  lucky  efcapc  froatxfcatb.  The  gout  has  made  fourteen 
<*  vigorous  attempCd  on  me^  and  no  fmall  conffancy  aad 
*«  ftrength  were  neceflary  to  refift  fo  many  attacks.  I  re- 
"  vivc,  in  fine,  for  Aiyfelf,  my  people,  ;ny  friends,  and  a 
<*  little,  likewifc,  for  the  fciences ;  but  I  muft  IcU  you,  that 

**  rhe  wretched  jumble  which  you  fent  (o  me .  •  • 

**  has  abfolutely  difgufted  me  in  ihe  rcadtngt    I  im  old,  and 

«« triflcj 
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<<  trifles  flo  longer  become  me.  I  love  the  foltd,  and,  couM 
^<  I  bcoomt  young  agaifiy  I  would  divorce  myfelf  from  the 
'(  French,  and  range  on  the  fide  of  the  Englifli  and  the 
**  Germans,  I  have  feen  many  things^  my  dear  D'Alembert; 
^^  I  have  lived  longenlbugh  to  obferve  the  foldiersof  the  Pope 
<'  wear  my  uniform,  the  Jefuits  chufe  me  for  their  general, 
^^  and  V^olcaire  write  like  an  old  woman.  I  have  no  news 
*^  to  give  you.  As  a  phtlofopher,  you  do  not  trouble  your- 
^^  felf  about  poUtics^  and  my  academy  is  too  ftupid  to  afford 
<«  you  any  thing  intercfting.  I  havejuft  declared  frefli  war 
**  with  law-fuits,  and  I  fhould  be  prouder  than  Perfeus,  if, 
«<  at  the  end  of  my  career,  I  could  deftroy  the  cabal  of  that 
*'  hundred-headed  monfter. 

«*  You  have  a  very  good  king,  my  dear  D'Alembert,  and 
'<  I  congratulate  you  on  it  with  all  my  heart.  A  wife  and 
**  virtuous  king  is  more  formidable  than  a  prince  who  is  en* 
'*  dued  only  with  courage.  I  hope  to  fee  you  here  next 
*«  fpring.     I  am,  &c.*' 


.  »> 


As  a  proof  diat  Frendi  Kterature  did  not  merit  the  con«» 
tempt  in  which  Frederick  (eesied  to  hold  it,  it  ftill  poflefled 
a  D*AIembert.  Frederick  thought  the  memoirs  of  his  aca- 
demy contained  only  nonfcnfe ;  what  motive  had  he,  then, 
for  changing  in  favour  of  the  Germans,  while  he  defpifed 
his  academy,  which  was  in  general  comppfed  of  Germans  I 
Frederick  was  then  old.  If  D'AIembert  fent  him  Tbi 
Marriage  of  Figaro^  or  other  trifles  of  that  nature,  I  can  rea* 
dily  conceive  that  there  was  nothing  Vmufing  in  them.  But, 
is  a  nation  to  be  judged  from  fuch  wretched  produ£Hons  ? 
I  (hall  he  anfwered,  that  all  Paris  crowded  to  this  piece. 
Very  true ;  every  perfon  ran  after  >^  ?%#  Biotm  Parties  pajf 
<«  tiki  Stares^*  and  Jsrom  P$ifHu.  What  mtift  we  eondude 
ffom  thenee,  but  that  there  are  certain  circomftanceSy  and 
certain  iattigues,  that  fet  all  Paris  in  motion  on  one  fide 
rather  than  the  other.     When  we  every  day  fee  the  maf^er- 

VoL,  11.  G  g  pieces 


45P  L  ,  I    r    B  .    o    F      * 

pieces  of  ILacine.and  Molierc,  is  it  aftonifhtng  that  we  fliotild 
fomeumes  go  to  laagh  at  puppiet-ftiews  ?  But,  let  ua  have  a 
]iule  patience;  if  tafte  be  not  totally  loft  among  the  French, 
thefe  pieces  will  float  upon  the  furface,  tbey  will  not  be  for« 
gotten  I  but  if,  in. ten  years  time,  you  are  aflced,  tybai  was 
JinmPointu^  and  ^^Tbi.Biattn  Partus,  pay  the  Scores^**  &c. 
&c«  ?  conclude  that  the  nation  has  not  loft  its  tafte,  nor  has 
it  been  corrupted.  Nay,  even  at  this  moment,  enquire  of 
every  man  of  letters  and  tafte. in  France,  what  is  their  opi- 
niop  of  thefe  modern  produdions. 

(127)  Were  I  to  name  here  many  of  thefe  members,  tbey 
would  appear  as  unknown  as  thofe  of  the  felf-created  focieiies 
of  little  towns  compofed  only  of  the  mayor,  the  recorder,  a 
reverend  father  of  the  Capuchins,  and  other  literati  of  the 
fame  flamp.  Frederick  never  admitted  into  his  fociety  what 
may  be  preclfely  denominated  a  man  of  genius.  Poet^  were 
particularly  excluded  ;  nor  can  we  quote  a  good  verfe  made 
by  an  academician  of  Berlin  who  was  no/t  a  foreign  member. 

(128.)  In  feveral  pamphlets  M.  de  HzWiMtt^  has  given  a 
Tery  minute  biftory  of  his  correfpondence  with'  the  king 
upon  this  fubjed : 

«*  M.  de  Hcrtzberg  again  tried,  during  his  rcfidenco  at 
•*  Sans  Seuci,  to  make  the  king  read  a  fthall  German  work 
"  of  M.  Nicolai,  on  the  beautifuL  "'  ' 

«*  The  king  fent  him  back  the  little  book,  with  thi» 
•*  anfwer : 

**  This  is  more  paflable  than  what  I  read  yeftefday ;  but, 
<<  in  two  pages,  I  have  fouQd  two  faults.  The  hrmneKde 
**  wattgen  (burning  chteks)  may  take  place  with  a  man 
<^  tranfported  with  rage,  or  overtaken  wich  wine  j  Itut  here 
<'  it  is  a  falfe  epithet,  by  no  means  fuited  to  a  prince  who  is 
*^  rejoicing,     I  ^m  too  fiooe/c  (0  applaud  fucb  fauha. 

....     .  ♦*  FredirIck*** 

(129)  This 
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(lafgy  This  may  be  feen  in  the  letter  from  M.  de  Hertz- 
berg  to  the  king,  printed  in  the  pamphlet  intitled  Hif- 
tory  0/  the  DiJ/ertation  on  German  Literature^  publiflied  at 
Berlin  in  1780,  page  i.  ' 

(130)  Many  Germans  have  laughed  at  the  vowels  which 
the  king  wiflied  to  add  to  the  terminations  of  the  verbs  in 
eriy  pretending  that  fagena,  gebena^  and  nebmenOy  would  be  as 
ridiculous  in  German,  as  to  fubftitutc  in  Yvtnchfona  for  fon^ 
tona  for  ton^  fonta  for  font ;  for  the  nafal  fyllables  are  ftil! 
more  difa^reeable  in  the  French  language  than  the  termi- 
nations in  en  in  the  German.  0/f,  tnon^  ton,  fon^  en,  an,  do 
not  give  us  very  mufical  tones.  What,  on  the  contrary, 
(fay  the  Germans  and  foreigners  who  are  well  acquainted 
with  their  language,)  can  be  fofter  than  the  terminations  of 
lieben^  fagen,  nehmen^  geben,  and  all  the  others  of  the  fame 
kind.  Frederick  obferved  one  day  to  Gottfcbed,  in  fpeaking 
of  the  German,  *•  What  ah  intolerably  bard  word  is  that 
**  nebenbuhler  P*  dwelling  on  the  penultima.  Gottfcbed  re- 
plied, *<  What  an  agreeable  word  is  entendement  !**  atfeding 
to  pronounce  it  through  the  nofe. 

Was  the  king  right  In  holding  up  the  ftyle  of  Tacitus  for 
a  model,  and  in  pretending,  that,  to  avbid  prolixity,  the 
Germans  fhould  imitate  authors  whofe  Jiyk  is  fententious  ? 
Some  Germans,  who  deferve  to  be  placed  among  the  learned 
men  of  the  nation,  maintain,  thar,i9vere  this  the  cafe,  their 
authors  would  fall  into  SiyiJa  by  avoiding  Charybdis.  The 
fententious  ftyle  (fay  they;  is  exa£lly  what  is  the  moft  con- 
demned in  that  hiftorian,  and  never  will  that  ftyle  be  ad- 
mitted but  in  fuch  works  as  the  Thoughts  on  Rochefoucauh. 
Precifion  and  clearnefs  are  necefiary  in  ftyle,  and  Tacitus  is 
frequently  obfcare. 

Some  time  after  the  king^s  pamphlet  made  its  appearance, 

a  young  Swifs,  called  Muller,  who  has  written  the  hiftory  of 

his  countrymen,  intirely  in  the  ftyle  of  Tacitus,  came  to 

Q  g  2  Bcilin, 
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Berliq,  cpnf^iving  his  fortpoc  to  be  ipude.  f  r^eri^  faw 
hipi  two  or  three  ^imes^  rei:eived  his  work,  ap^  fti^efcd  hiiq 
to  take  his  departure.  He  then  repaired  Co  Cail^],  yjfYi^re  the 
landgrave  of  Hefle  made  him  a  member  of  his  ac^^^fpy* 

(131)  Thfs  Angular  tn^n  refufed  to  lend  the  prince  royal, 
for  a  few  dayjj  a  manufcript  of  FroifTarr^  which  happened 
to  be  in  a  library  under  his  direction,  unlefs  the  prince  woulcj 
fign  a  note»  promifing  to  reft  ore  it  /mt  maeuils  it  rcfurhn 
Another  perfon  of  diflinclionj  afking  him  to  lend  hipi  the 
^vang£pa  Apocrtpha^  Arletius  fcnt  back  his  note  after 
writing  lender  it,  *'  You  mufl  fpell  it  Jpucrypha  i"  nor  dt4 
he  fejid  the  boofc  till  he  had  changed  the  /  iiito  a  j, 

(jji]  When  Frederick  gonvcffcd  with  G^^vi,  the  rerult 
was,  (hat  the  ftircft  method  of  facilitating  the  progrefs  of 
knowledge  and  the  fciences  among  the  Germans  would  be 
by  obliging  youth  to  apply  more  to  the  reading  of  Greek  and 
Latin  authors  *  and,  for  that  pi^rpofe,  to  have  fuch  boob 
more  ably  Iranjlated.  It  was  in  one  of  chrfp  cocverfa^ions 
that  Frederick  ordered  this  ! parked  man  tp  tranflate  the 
pficiS  ef  Cktn^  of  which  he  acquitted  Him  Tel  f  with  great 
fuccefs,  adding  learned  notes,  containing  a  cample^^  expo- 
fition  of  the  philofaphy  of  the  ancicnUt 

(133)  See  the  work  inthlcd  *' The  Man  of  Forty 
«*  Crowns,"  untler  the  head  of  A ga^d  fiipffr  at  At  Andrfs. 
It  appears^  from  thi^  paflage,  that  M.  Denjna,  who  muA 
then  have  been  very  young,  had  taken  upon  him  to  criticife 
the  Spirit  0/ Lcms^  and  to  manjfeft  a  violent  hatred  and  pre- 
judice agaijift  the  French  nation.  This  fevere  pafTage  ot* 
Voltaire  apparently  rendered  that  hatied  iniplapable,  ^ncffa^ 
fDQj)  dlfplayed  it  iti  his  p|.m|>hle|^ 

(j|^)  A  few  p^fT^gcs  ci^tr^Cled  frpm  v^e  critical  l^tt^rs  of 
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the  abb^  will  (Rew  us  tht  motives  which  engendered  this 
liadi^Klet.  Hi  kpj  irf  k  \6ittr  ib  the  mdrquis  <fe  LuccRefini, 
*<  I  Coufld  wJfh  thai  this  work,  «  'the  Vicilfitudes  bt  Li^ 
*<  teratuir^,'^  ne^  ihbdeHed  a^d  augmented  as  jdu  Have  Cttti^ 
^*  ttighi  hat6  a  tutteh  proportionate  to  the  fir ff  fketcK.  I 
*<  i*ay,  at  iM  flrhe,  fef  frffiii  ffcffeffirig  all  flic  feibwJtedge  I 
•<  Ittv^firfce  ftvd^votifed  t6  acquire ;  yef,  would  you  believe 
*'  it,  h  IS  only  from  thi*  little  effajr  that  I  hav^had  tfte  Honour 
*^  of  btfng  nadficd  in  tfee  Oi'^nd  diplomatic  fi'iaiohify,  under 
^<  tHe  ¥oid  Itatjr.  iTfte  tildorj/  6f  the  itfevolutlonji  of  f taly, 
^'  neverthelefs^  had  already  appeared  tranilated  into  Frerfch^ 
««  and  bean  rep^rtM^  witfr  m^f  amai&i&tiomi  itift^idr  fix 
**  different  French  periodical  works,  t..  a  THe l^ivdlatfbrfs 
<*  of  Italy  had  much  more  connedioti  with  a  diplomatic 
*^  dhSfbn^ry  thafn  the  *' Vfci^tiitfcsrof  titefature,*'  But^thje 
*«  atrticfe  ltitfy^2i,i  ebtf»|^Ieted  Wfore'  the  edj^tof  tnew  any  thing 
•^  of  a  work  refpcdling  U*  ^^AfflaHle  iiover^*  faid  Vcrtot* 
"  How  $fhn  htue  t  tipSted  that  the  ceUhriijof  authors  greatlf 
<«  depends  m  chdnct  /**  We  here  difcoVef  that  what  hurts  the 
abb6  18,  iha(  ehance  Has  prevented  hirn  frortf  becoming  cele- 
brated* In  another  place,  he  obferves,  fpealcing  of  the 
French,  *•  Thefe  gentlemen,  when  they  mention  authors 
'*  wira  are  n6t  their  6iVh  countrymen^  alv\rays  pa^s  them 
*•'  ffightly  by,  after  i)xt  femaft  that  He  is  not  khown^  or,  he 
*'  is  entf  kn&con  irs  hU  Mh  co&ntf'y.  Why  do  they  force  us  t^ 
«'^  perceive thcfff]^rftf>'^//« by  tenirfgus^foIightTy, when  Co  many 
'*  auth'ors  and  attifts  art  In  ^U'^ftion,  that  they  are  unknown/* 
According  to  the  abft^,  the  FrenViH  are  a  fet  of  ignorant  men, 
becaufe  they  d6  not  kn6W  hint,  iut  wliat.dbes  he  complain 
of?  Has  nbt  Voltaire  tnadii  Bfrti  perfeflly  well  known  in  the 
paltage  abbve  alhided  to  ?  Anotlier  pliraTe,  ftilf  belter,  ex*  . 
p^e^tfes  the  abbe's  ihotiVes:  "  ^en  tam^edivbat  the  French 
*<  t'di^e  Jnfiin  fne^  I  aM  tempted  to  repfy^  in  the  name  of  ether 
«*  nations f  what  an  Athenian  anfwered  to  AriJIides^  wio  ajkei 
**  him^  "  What  has  Arijlides  done^  that  ihou  Jhouldjl  condemn 
G  g  3  %c  IjIj^ 
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«*  bimto  banifimiHtr'  **  /  do  not  WV  rejoined  the  Athenian, 

*«  lAtf/  A#  JhouU  hi  called  The  Jufi^  in  prefer enci  to  every  Mtber 

'  <*  per/on  /*'  And  further  on,  •«  SW/  w<  tfd»/i«/  /*  look  «« ,  oai 

«*  patiently  Juffer  France  alone  to  give  her  books  to  all  the  refi  9f 

.<*  Europe ;  that  nothing  but  her  language  Jhall  be  fpokeH ;  that  At 

,«*  literary  prodnflions  of  other  nations  Jhall  have  no.  currency  nor 

**'  reputation  but  in  as  much  as  they  happen  to  be  known  in  Frana^ 

•*  andfomi  Frenchman  ventures  to  tranjlate  them  ^  What  they  fo^ 

**  of  themfehesyond  of  other  nations,  is fpread  every  where  abroad^ 

**  and  what  other. nations  fay  of  them  U  known  /mly  in  a  fiw 

'«  provinces.** 

This  may  fttffice  to  giye  fon^^  idea  of .  the.  fpirit  and .  judg- 
jinent  pf  tbis:  philofop|i^r» 

(135)  The  abb6  fays,  in  an  advQrtifeoient,  "  Jf  any  cir- 
<<  cumftance  may  have  concurred  in  giving  m^.the  notion  of 
«^  treating,  on  this  fubjed,  I  venture  to  aflert  that  it,  is  the 
^*  converfation  of  a  philofophic  monarch,  .  who.  appeared  to 
«*  me  to  have  the  fame  idea  of  Spain  with  that  I  had  formed 
**in  compofing  my  work. on  the  Viciffitudc3.  of  Xritera< 
'"  ture,  &c." 

(.136)  The  perfons  of  merit,  in  general,  who  alSftcdat 
this  ailembly,  were  ihocked  at  the  liberties  which  the  abbe 
took  with  France.  He  feat  his  wprk  to  Frederick  ;  but 
that  prince,  who  ufually  replied  to  every  thing  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  left  his  letter  ten  days  without  an  anfwec,  and, 
in  this  letter,  mentioned  only  his  work  on  the  <*  ViciflStudes 
«•  of  Literature,*'  which  Denina  had  dedicated  to  him  fome 
time  before*  **  Tour  refearches  into  the  revolutions  of  Utera' 
«*  ture^^  obferved  Frederick,  '*  have  already  beenfo  appromei 
.  ■••  of  by  connoijfeursy  as  to  promifeypu  the  fame  fuccefs  inconti- 
*<  nuing  tbem.**  A  Gafcoon  could  not.  have  given ^  .better 
anfwen 

(137)  We 


mgf  tk«  willi(|er>  {if  fpes^pg  of  fbit  criViciAll,  in  jhi9  WW- 
meinQif » (^d,  ^*  /  bane  iiHfjnJifiisf  h  ^  ^»pr^JH£c44 pi^fini 
*«  in  fif^i^9^orym<knnir^  k^thvifk  neff^ff  UjyltatfdMjk^^*'* 

this  iD^iiiiMc  h90  b^f>  r«pf(pt0d,  ^d  eirery  f^t^  pciiRfild  oiit 
by  prct&flbf  4«?  l>frveaa^  qorr^d:Q4.<^[3e€i  new  Mf  niw^  of  the 
Acadrmf  t>f  ^$^S»|  qu^(i^»'.2ttge4'43!54  ^c.  «ind  (|oq[)[i»re  them 
with  the  frnte  memoir,  i^  oS^vd^  priQWd  by  JSeckei  in. 

1784^}  v.:  ..      '      .  .  :• 

(lit)  On  thdaotb  of  Aprih  1784,  the  chamber  <rfjuftlce 
fentencQct  an  academiciail,  a  Freodbm^ti  by  birtb»  (o  a  fine 
and  honbrary  indemnificatibh  totyard3  3  man  who  W4«  hit 
ailbciat«  iii  d  foap  a^afliiftidory,  for  having  Ijre^led  his  paFt-^- 
ner  as  a  malotru  arid  40f«m.(law  mifereant),  and  the  i:h^mb^ry 
in  ai&gtiing  thoir  rcafoss  for  tht9  judgment^  de<d<irf  th9t  tbey 
can  pay  no  att«iltidn>  to  the  explication  oftbefe  tcroift  sks^ 
given  by  the  a£a^emjqiapi»  but  adhere  to  the:defiiaition  ^  tho 
diSionary  of  the  French  academy,  which  fays,  ^t  the  word. 
malotruy  *<  It  is  a  term  of  injury  and  contempt,  by  which  is 
<«  meant  tp  be  figi|i6ed>  9it  the  fame  time,  a  miferab]e  perfon, 
**  a  floven,lll-madc,  ill-built ;  and,  at  the  word  coquiui  that  it 
"  is  fyhoriiihOUs  with  Ha*9e>^  ra/caly  an  infamQus  fellow y  a  cow^ 
«  ard,  ^c.  &c:* 

(123.)  A  confefta^ipn  ^  civility  took  place  between  the* 
emper^:and  the  king»  on  the  point  of  precedence.  The 
cmper6(p  wsinied  Prede^sieic  to  go  firft,  and  the  latter  turning* 
about  to  do  the  hpnei»FS,to  the  emperor,  Jofepb  took  the 
lead,  &yin^,  **0!  Jir^tf  ifyau  begin  t9  manceuvre^  Inrnfi^ 
»'  giye  way  to  you^  ai^^o  wbfTi  ym  tbink  proper^** 

(124)  This  fsuirical  rw^^nce  was  not  fujbi&itted  to  thr 

cenfQr>.notwithftaf)dlf}4  the  eflabliChcd  law;  and  the  cenfbr, 

Yf\\o  did  not  ehufe  tQ  relinquiih  hii  f\^\»%  w»9  pr obsibly  the 

. .  "  '  perfoa 
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Maupectub  to  Voltaire  at  LeipCc.  He  bad  it  frinCBd,  twitb 
the  following  iotrodudioo,  wkich  Frederick  approvtdl  and 
figoed  with  his  royal  band  : 

^  It  bat  btcooK  aecellary  to  pabltfh  tbii  lelter^  wkkb,  in 
«<  tbc  oidiaacj  coorlie  of  tbings,  would  haw  rcttMncil  a 
••  fecret,  aiM.de  Voltaire  bat  ctraJated  nudhted  ami  ao- 
«•  perfeA  eiEtraAs.  M*  d«  Voltaire  detiared,  iindbr  hb  owa 
^  bandy  tbat  be  had  depofited  tbii  letter  In  the  care  of  tbe 
<<  niagiftrates  of  Leipfic.  It  is  forpriAng,  tbaiy  in  diis  aftrir^ 
*^  tbi  poit  fhould  have  dared  to  addrefs  magiftrates,  wbofe  pre« 
^  fence  miift  always  be  formidable  to  kklO^ 

^  Fnn^cHtCK.* 

It  is  witb  pain  we  fee  Che  great  Frederick  become  a  party 
concerned  in  all  tbefe  bidcerings,  and  fet  his  luaie  to 
writings  of  tUs  nature ;  ^tr  eMolUng  thisp9it  t$  tbijkiis^ 
0fter  making  bim  C9m&  bis  w§ris  i  afitr  hugbing,  at  th^a  frg' 
ttndid  libtls^  and  himfelf  venturing  upon  fo  many  pleafaatries, 
which  may  be  called  libeb^  if  Akakia  be  a  libeL  Have 
kings,  only,  then,  the  exelufive  privilege  of  laughtn|^? 

(»40)  Vn^fes  m  thi  E:fijbitci  of  Goi^  mmfrfidbf  Fni/rkk  a 
/#tv  riep§  befari  bi§  Dtoib. 

Und£?  Ubi?  Q^ol      ' 

WltM€4tmelf    Wbifiamlt    fFiitbeit di  I g§ t  ' 

Of  tbis  Montaigne  does  i^oranee  pnrfefs : 
And»  ben^  my  want  ef  knowledge  is  not  hf$r 
Confult  the  learned  9^  •  You  eoaiidt  IB  vain  t  v  - 

The  darkened  nHCte  they  never  can  expkusw 
Can  1,  when  p&]iafi>^uc  cfibrts  feily 
Expeft  0  rufe  th'  iibpenetrabfe  veiL^ 
/«  who  fo  Ute  th'  mhabits^^xf;  Eartl^ 
Received  (thai  willed  Nic^IJi  my  birtft^  • « r 


^ 
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This  Bfkig,  ikmh  o#  m&ki  mftn  Wiw  fiwu'cl^ 

As  »<w,  fo  fidm  ft^j^;  ttnd^  fetn^MMi  il*Ai'd 

titUttr  ;  «  ofte»#  ^WlL     All  «gi«»^ 

^  Mf  r^r  cMtf>  f>  iM9?^  oAer  ^#.      ~    ' 

Tb'  aftoniii'd  iM4«ittffiMMtiA#y     '">        ' 

Aad,  yet#  tlHiMi^iiMn^, ferd^n^  tiMglk/^'Mle  flows ; 

^  Can^  you  hdieve.  >t^t  ^Ck^e^  crpati«g  Man, . 
Himself  all  jponr'r,  Q(^iiI4,aa  without  a  pUni 
Or  that  0]Qidf(d^edo9»ii«t  r^^ 
In  Him  who  m  with  luiowl^ge  kas.iupplied  I, 
Biity  }fo«  oblqye,  when  plagues  asd  wbk  are  aoar. 
And  phy£cal  and  aqral  iUs  appestf. 
When  thirft  and  hunger,  y»t  and  ftone,  contend 
Which  flu^  accelerate  ibme  Mortal^s  end. 
When  hankaaes,  with  thunder^  light'ttiog,  haii» 
In  dreadful  ittioni  Slaft  where  tbc^  afiail^ 
When  earthquakes,,  with  »  depredating  rag9»  • 
Aguaft  a  miferable  knd  engage. 
When  poifons  kill,  and  tlie  Volcano's  fire 
Burfts,  like  the  flaates.of  HeavVs  avenging  ire^ 
*'  Art  tbifk  the  gifts ^  or,  rather,  thefe  the  'wots, 
^f  Which,  on  his  children,  God  lb  oft  beftows  ?^. , .  •' 
Ah !  Ceafe  th'  A  l  m  i  c  h  t  y's  wif!bm  to  impeach  ( 
Thefe  pcnnts  are  far  beyond  thy  feeble  reach  ! 
Proud  Man !  thy  curiofity  contain  I 
Revolting  Atom  !  all  xixffiarch  is  vain  ! ' 
The  Deity,  that  thii  might  fhtitlefs  prove. 
Has  fix'd  a  barrier  which  thou  canfl  not  move. 
Pei^s>  to  ipsdfie  the  pride  of  rtafoa  &nnk^ 
Nor  beaft  pf  pov^ra  that,  9m^  wM,jkftfy  think, 
(Vnwn^  aa  they  fotyhf  for  ap'amg  gleaais^c^  light. 
Some  fs^  of  tmtk  have  dsutedoictkb  fight)  \ 

MilfcMs  of  fyftattis  fhliOtt^  i^tir  duties  flow 
Which  finite  kUM  minds  nuift  B^er  kaofr. 

SbouU 
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SlmUAn  Crbatoe  to  kii  ermmfs  tytt 
.   Bid  theories  of  otf  bis  woriu  arifc  ? 
'Midft  mental  imbecilliQrf  woqU  Afo« 
The  opeiatioiu  of  his  Mak^r  fcanf 
Ittflam'd  wi^  anogaiu9B:i«D«ckN|t/fiyr  . 

That  HkAmU aU  hit>cf«riiitaBs diTpJ^j. 
LeftV  HB  ^'d  ead|i^^aiMi;to  unfold. 
We  mi^ht  not  iiiir'n»ai.thQfe  which,  we  behold  > 

From  Whence  fpmgs  fivfl'? '  IThotfgh^  iwt  iaeir*d# 
F^r  #v#r  does  its  caiift  the  fdurch  elude.  ' '    ' 
What  follows^  thtnf  Ah^ !  my  bafled  mind 
Remains  within  it's  narrow  fphere  cbnfin'jd.' 
'   Who  thiife  blind  matter  \s^t  great  fi^fi  Cmttfe 
Of  thefe  effed8>  a  wild  conclnfion  draws. 
Ahfur£tf%  inexplicable  mase 
Is  all  that,  bire^  xbl'j  reais'ning  pow^r  furveys. 
Reftndn'd  to  choice,  which  point  ihall  I  receive  ? 
M/nriity  what  inorul  can  belieVe  ? 
It  only  keep  what's  difficult  in  view  \ 
And  leave  the  njiiheU  a^furdity  to ycu. 

We  {ball  prefent  our  readers  with  another  copy  of  verb 
little  known,  compofed  by  Frederick  in  his  beft  days,  and 
which  are  tranfcribed  from  the  original,  as  they  came  outol 
the  king's  hands.  They  will  enable  the  reader  to  judge  ol 
the  adual  nature,  power  and  extent  of  the  poetical  taleou 
of  this  prince. 

Epiftlifrem  FrederUk  IL  to  the  Count  de  Hoditzt  at  RofivoU. 

How  ftrange,  that,  for  the  Ugheil  drdes  bom. 
You  can  defert  the  courts  yoajkomid  adorn  t 
Avmd  their  fnares,  though  in  the  bloom  of  youth. 
And  feek,  in  (hades,  the  avenues  to  truth  I  •     ' 
Free  from  thofe  errors  st^iich  the  herdbeguik 
At  vulgar  prejudice  jp«»»  wifely,  fmile : 


^..v> 
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Widr  htif ktef*  merceiuby  fbds  bdK»M> 
Who,  foiHliy*  iwell  their  urdefs  heapM  of  goM : 
Nor  lefsy  with  pointed  ridicti]e>  deride 
Thofe  iifiou  ^,  the  willpg  ibnreft.of  fridt. 
Enjoy  die  varying  iplendor  of  attire, 
Andi  moft  of  ally  Iheir  lovely  fdhrea  admire : 
Or  fuch  as,  martyit  to  a  reHMs  inind. 
Vain  of  &eir  grandeur^  and  to  (cheniet  ihcIinM, 
Their  mi&pplied  abifities  exhaiift, 
Whilft  in  th'  ambiddus  toil  fuccefs  is  loft. 
Againft  xktprefent  (till  let  thefe  complain^ 
And  from  th^/uture  hope  amends  to  gain : 
ToMT  pmdence  fhall  th'  envenomed  draoght  refufe. 
And  the  pure  <\ip  of  virtnous  realbn  diufe. 

They  reach  the  point  who  happinefs  obtain. 
A  wild  chimera  Pride  purfues  in  vain. 
Say,  could  it  anfwer  any  godlike  end. 
If,  forty  years,  permitted  to  attend. 
Chief  fervant  at  the  Turkifh  Sulun's  fide. 
Who,  as  he  dropt,  or  reaiTumM  the  pride 
Of  ftate  imperial,  by  gJIfee  was  dreft 
In  (plendid  robes  and  gaily -glitt'ring  veft  ; 
By  thie.  Grand  Chamberlain  !  was  unattirM, 
When  to  his  lov'd  Seraglio  he  retired  ? 
How/iw  near  thrones  and  diadems  to  wait  I 
Howjitur  hr  an  indtpemlent  Sute ! 
Thus,  your  premeditated  choice  fecnres 
That  blefied  Freedom  which  no  Pomp  adftures. 

Without  parade,  to  Nature  dofe  ally'd ; 
Nor.  taking  Epicurus  for  a  guide, 
Rofwald,  your  heritage,  before  your  eyes. 
Shall,  foon,  a  new  Circasan  palace  nfe. 
This  alter'd  feat,  once  totally  unknown, 
Improv'd  hy  you,  is  celebrated  grown. 
No  more  the  dreary  dungeon  it  appears. 
Scarce  bearable  but  for.the  weight  of  yz2X^^ 

Th' abode 
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A  thoniitid  v«Mg«ttfd  dMrilft  deli^ 
Coold  TaA»*«r  coitfi  ArktfO  tle^ 

Thttt,  of  enebtttNUeots  the  ftirwaf^  flats 
Does  prodigy  on  prodigpr  cr^Ue. 
Allbreathcti  attliv«ss  ^tU  animation  all  I 
Toitr  fpells  into  exiftence  beaades  caS ! 
Aflonifb'd^  in  tbe  crylbl  ^ringsj  wo  fee  . 
The  trace  of  an  ora^tdar  Aecvee. 
Nature  i$  glad^^ar  orders  to  obejr. 
And  bends  her  fakeft  works  beiiesuh>»*r  (way^. 
Whilft  walldngy  we  the  pleaiing  conveHe  holdi 
Some  metamorphos'd  form  our  eyes  behold : 
Whenf  ir^iKf,  fwifter  thaii  th6  BSirilmg  tMi, 
Almoft  ovtmip^  ApAWs  ettg^f  (feM, 
The  baffled  Gbd^  ii^<^d  ^  fmak  €mm^ 
Enfolds  the  Q>fea&ig  kitrd  ift  h&  aS>Jh^- 
Rinaldo  in  ArAiida's  covhrfe  I  iK^w  : 
And,  here,  tftfe  Abled  Gods' witorir  OfitfdWI// 
Diana,  Pallas,  and  the  Fa^KSan  C^6^ 
WitB  fthftd'y  irfto  and  Juj^to  art  feiiit. 

Thefe  onfyr  fiving  lA  poetic  codesy 

Hav^  made  your  halloirM  grares  the!i»  \^t/lt^MU\i 

And,  in  the  Fines  your  QttelK&  \m  ikAgitk    ' 

Their  ancnMy  confec^a^ed  af krv  IM. 

Herr^  #itfa  di^  WoWhtf^s^  thr  toUtifl^  jdiKi  ^ 

And  lead  the  Victim  to  the  blazing  fhrine  ; 

Brandiih^  doft  the  ithmolitiAg  kidf^. 

And  then,  deprfve  the  votivd  bcilall  of  fefifi 

Pray  fbr  good  ometts  from  the  facrifice, 

Whiift  die  blow!  tfrojj,  4tfd  clouds  of  iH<<efift'ffe. 

And,  here,  i&lf  Unjjfophafl'd  es^h  altaf  Mtki  \ 

Here,  gorgeous  Priells  theii-  Defeibs  iii^ok^  \ 

What  joy  the  fhkifc  6i  SyitthiWWls  V^biiRTftdf, 

If  'midtl  th«c  iM&a  abfurd  of  ptottj  u^ 
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(The  q^m^  nM>er  i»f  Deviotimi'f  ^^ak^; 
Which  m§f>>  cr$4^^P  iM  ^r^^  jippcURf , 
a,  by jrtfflfr  ait  to  W^4er-Vltt)^|ig  prQHCf 

Yet,  plcas'd  with  fable$,  ChriJUan  You  reouun  | 
Nor  give  Trjw  Ftf//i&  alarming  caofe  of  pain, 
Although  a  race  of  Pigmies  you  create  •*• 
When  vi£t}og  this  liliputian  State, 
I  thought  inyfelf>  by  fome  flrange  mn^c  hurl'd. 
With  QaHi'ver,  into  s^  dwindled  world.        • 
•1  Jeem^d  a  Giflntj  all  my  bulk  increaa'dj 
Typhanis,  or  Enceladus^  at  leaft. 
Towns  by  iheir  fyftems  of  proportioii  rofe« 
And  not  a  Steeple  AmutM  aboTe  my  nofe. 
Ti>Ms  Viigil's  Uufi  mn  infan$  Carthage  dmw. 
Where- te  die  work  the  bufy  thoofeiute  few. 
And  reiMr'd  the  wallj  when  Pide  marked  ^e  fpot. 

For  our  delight  more  charms  you  ftill  «l|ot : 
Voices  j^d  ii^trufDents  of  fweeteii  ipund^ 
Tl^^  plp^mr^  ch^ging,  throagh  tl^e  wqq4«  rcfowid, 
Thu»^  «qf(,  whpn  with  varictiw  combined, 
Aijiufex»^nt{J  prove  f(?4p^ive  to  the  wind. 
Now,  Opf  rgs,  now  Tragcdiw  adv^np^ i. 
Then  Com^di^s ;  next  Pantoiaimes  and  danc^* 
Alternate,  ^ch,  with  the  contr^^g  fceop 
l^t^  umfoi;jnity's  dirgqftmg  mien, 

Can  I  the  A^efTes  forbear  to  name. 
Not  Novices,  though  Veftals  round  tbi  JUme^ 
Who,' with  a  whole  artillery  of  dianns, 
l^^e  Hpnottr  fink,  a  captive  in  their  arms  ? 

In  this  $,efagk'§  is  the  beanteoos  B^ 
Who  play  th^  parts,  obedieni  tooooiai^Bd: 
True  to  their  Sultan,  they,  with  love  and  awe« 
M^ke  both  his  pleafure  and  his  w31 1  hvr» 

Tf 


To youiittr  BoiUiz, ib  tUt  Saltan }aasmti.\  . 
All  thefe  Blyiiali  mafiofis  are  kb  owii. 
ExhaoMeft  andtrnwearied-Gentns ! 

Thus,  all  your  days  throng^  profp'rous  momeias  glide, 
WUh  Loves  and  Joys  ftill  fmiling  at  your  fide. 

■ 
Within  your  garden*,  when  departing  Eve 
To  Night,  rduftant,  docs  thcjccptre  leave. 
The  fable  Q^sej^,  whilft  Na^ture  feelw  repofe. 
O'er  all  Jt^rjiyi>rk^  thf  impcrviopa  «iantle  throws, 
Tbu  fpeak ;  and  See  I  t^e  luminaries  fhine^ 
As  radidoce  iflfufs  from  a  iburce  divine !    . 
Aloft  il»u^tko.i^^«l/(^ rockets  fly. 
And  wkif  tbfif' biiUiant  fparks  adorn  the  iky. 
Not  m^  di«^air<»f  Phaet«n  coid4  blaze* 
Than  wlieti  jwiM^  4rt  a  lucid  world  difplays. . 

Yet,  dils  attradlive  courfe  is  almo'ft  nin  r 
With  jay  to  clofe  what  was  wiA  joy  begun, 
'    From  femkfe  bands,  where  all  the  Pair  expefl. 
My  Count !  my  Friend !  has  chofen  to  fele£l 
A  Tendril' of  ^r^«  /  What  matchlefs  charins 
Shall  he  fcnfold  within  his  eager  arms  ! 
Could  Phidias  or  F^raxiteles  have  feen 
Her  lovely  lace  and  captivating  mien. 
They  would  have  thought  the  nymph  a  form  divine/ 
And  knelt  in  adoration  at  h^  flirine!;     ^ 
Sure,  if  not  Vtnui,  PUa/ure  was  her  name  !     . 
Led  by  her  foft'ring  Graces,  on  She  cam^* 
In  floods  of  ecflacy  to  pafs  the  night. 
And  from  her  Lord  receive,  as  She  beflows,  delight. 
Sly  Cupid  laughs,  wfailfl  all  her  rivals, {ay : 
•'  H<mfirtwtait  is  She  !  How  luctk/lThcy  I . 

"lis  hard*  Flwn  whole  Seraglhs,  wyh(ul,  gaze. 

The  choice  to  mokcj  yet  no  diflcntions  raife ! 

cT  ^  lite 
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Like  Venus,  Jono  and  Minenrat  JU 
With  equal  reafim^  for  die  JfpU  dSL 
Thb  wifeff  King  a  thoofimd  Beauties  fenr'd 
IBs  -powers  were  'W9ad*r§us9  iS,  in  yftrv^  pre&nr'dj 
He  gare  to  £0^^  tk'  cnbncenUdi  £4K'i(  defenr' 
Yet»  thongli  not  Sdmmt^^J  Friemfnaj  pnife 
Much  more  than  Him,  the  Hertuhs,  vkUint 

Words  might  be  wanting,  (hould  I  ftriv^  to  tell 
Within  this  Paradife  what  Pleafures  dwell ! 
Mem  than  in  fkies  where  &bled  Gods  refide. 
And  find  their  jb/s  to  forrows  dole-allied. 

Thus»  fore  that  jthofe  cUoena,  allj  aie^vam 

Which  flatter  as  that  we  fhall^M^  obtain, 

Tau,  carelds,  widi  m  dangers  at  yoor  fide» 

Like  the  £ife  veflel,  in  the  haytn,  ride. 

Tom,  nnmolefled,  think,  enjo)r>  prodnce  ; 

Turn  acquifitions  to  their  whleft  nfe ; 

In  well-feleded  pleafures  pafs  the  hours. 

And  ftrew  the  ground  on  which  yon  tread  with  flow'rs. 

'Tis  from  this  chmce,  that  wi,  on  earth,  perceivo 

How  judge  the  fFi/if  and  how  the  Fcob  believe. 

Theft t  through  the  pilgrimage  of  flinted  days. 

To  fcare  their  mmds  a  thoufand  phantoms  raife ; 

Amidfl  their  fchemes  perplexity  intrudes. 

And  Death  the  Farce  of  fruitlefs  toils  concludes : 

But,  Tbo/t,  difdaining  fuch  purfuits  to  prize, 

fnjoying  life,  feize  pleafures  as  they  rife. 

This  lot.  Dear  Count,  is  your's !  Believe  one  Truth :  ' 

Pka/kn*s  the  God  which  renmfotis  your  youth  ! 

And«  long  in  health,  upon  the  hreafl  of  Joy> 

May  You  an  Age  of  fflken  Years  enjoy! 

(141)  In  the  hiftorical  memoir  on  the  laft  year  of  the  life  of 
FrederickILbyM.de Hertsberg,  p.io»  we  read,  that «'  In  the 
^<  nigbt  bctyr^en  the  i6tliaod  17  th  he  ceafc^  to  livc»  exhaling 

«hi« 


«<  tffii  in  that  of9urimthi9df$i,AiphJl§d^  SiOi/'  This  paf. 
|age  might  Ui^upr  iV  U^  m^j^  (M  Wi;  li^d  Wo  miftakea 
^n  advaiKfim^  fhM  CiNeMi  m^^  OP  fMfoA  io  l}if4HQg'8  cham- 
^r  Wkte  ktf  t»|llrfldt  Wit  tlMl.JmiBir^  af  Ae  houlckold  aod 
fome  fenranns.  Yet,  wc  theugbt  iMilfclirfli  wiiYamcd  to  ad- 
vance this  aftftioii  by  A^rmflaticrs  froM^PbttNlanyaDda 
dercriptiop  of  the  death  of  |his  prince,  primed  in  that  town 
under  the  eye^  pf  pover9(n^t.  :  We  deem  purffW^f  juftified 
in  following  ih«fe  dQc«imeiil» ;  if  we  art  doc^iv^d^  wf  do  juf- 
tice  to  M.  d*e  Hember^  lacitiog  h|i  fshuion^ 

(142)  TMtmii*^nly«egem>ral!yundcr8odd.  Wc  have 
bad  the  perfonaK  opportunity  t)f  Icnowlng  flainc  refpcflablc 
charaders  beldnglng  Co  the'  trlbqn^h  of  Berlin,  but  they 
lamented  it.         .        .  -  ♦ 

Some  per fons' might  (IiArover  a  contradiAion  in  wbatve 
have  juit  advancgd«  <^nd  in  another  pafikge  where  weobferve 
that  Fredirkk  conceived  a  horror  againft  airbitrary  govern- 
ment. But,  it  muft  be  remarked  that  there  is  a  difference 
betwrecji  a/Mtrary  and  abfeiiKo  gevernment*  Frederick 
wilhed to-hare  every  thing eitectitcd  according  to  his  will.; 
but,  he  almoft  always  decided,  or  imagined  he  decided,  on 
the  principles  of  found  pollcyi  juftice,  and  eqiitty,  in  i^ich 
be  did  not  jCQnbeive  himf^lf  acting  arbitrarily*  Befides  that 
^t  muft  dftftinguifh  between  the  laft  years  of  Frederick  and 
the  former  part  of  his  reign*  In  the  Utter  he  did  foretimes 
pay  tb9.ti4hutq  to  9AWf%  He  M  oC^n  £iid  hifM^f  in  his 
youth,  that  «a  old  king  a^P^  alwsqr^  hee^ipe  a.  tyrant. 
With  this  n^odf  f»f  lUl^HW  H  ift  aft^iuftiog  Im  ihMld  not 
have  laboured  tq  j^iH  htt.Uwt  ^\  facred  chtrader  which 
places  them  out  of  the  reach  of  the  fovereign  himfelf,  aod 
thus  luft  laagbt  ^n  Aicoeffiirs  to^pay  ^  invtobbfd  roTpofi  (o 
ikeir  •raeln.  •  A.  Aa»  of  iw^-hat  nrpraacUed  Frsderick  with 
bit  fiohibttMnis  agaioft'  3ifac:|flifrtaOTn  tf  ■  cggt»  moufe- 

t  .  "  trapjj 
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traps,  &c.*which  he  calls  ridiculous.  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
be  fair  to  treat  with  fuch  feverity  ordinances  iflbed  by  Fre- 
derick only  in  the  laft  years  of  bis  life.     This  circumftance 
ftiould  have  entitled  them  to  fome indulgence;  but,  however  * 
trivial  thefe  objeSs  may  appear  at  firft  fight,  do  they  not 
become  confiderable  if  multiplied.    The  money  fent  out  of 
the  Pruifian  ftates  for  moufc^traps,  was  indeed  very  trifling, 
but,  added  to  the  Turns  employed  in  the  purchafe  of  a  great 
many  other  prohibited  articles,  which  the  author  turns  like- 
wife  into  ridicule,  the  whole  amount  is  confiderable.    In  the 
fcience  of  finance,  it  is  frequently  by  fmall  details  that  great  , 
things  are  performed.     When  Frederick  prohibited  the  eggs 
of  Saxony,  he  faid,   «<  JDp  net  my  hens  lay  f*\    In  this  the 
author  difcovers  only  a  trivial  and  ridiculous  reafon,  inftead 
of  imputing  it  to  the  defire  of  encouraging^  this  little  branch 
of  rural  oeconomy  in  the  coXintry.    The  fame  remark  may 
apply  to  the  great  number  of  monopolies  eftablifhed  or  main- 
tained by  Frederick  in  his  dominions.    Thefe  eftablilhments, 
[  allow,  to  be  pernicious  in  themfelves,  but  the  author  does 
lot  refle&  on  the  period  at  which  they  were  efiabliflied,  nor 
he  motives  which  occafioned  their  formation.     The  Pruffian 
htes  were  deftitute  of  fabrics  and  maniifaflures  of  every 
lind  ;  it  was  neceflary  to  excite  the  nation  to  a  love  of  in- 
luftry;   foreigners  were  to  be  invited,  to  whom  it  became 
equifite  to  hold  out  advantages  and  encouragement;  and  here 
vas  the  fourjre  of  the  chief  part  of  thefe  monopolies. •    Could 
hefe  men  be  dripped  of  rights  granted  them  under  the  fane- 
ion  of  the  royal  faith  ?    It  was  for  Frederick  to  eftahlifli  and 
iphold  them  ;  it  is  for  his  fucceflbrs  to  judge  whether  z&i- 
ity  and  emulation  have  produced  fufficient  induftry  in  the 
lation  to  ri(k  their  abolition  without  danger  ;  it  is  for  them 
0  enquire  into  thofe  which  may  be  aboliflied  without  injuf- 
ce,  and  this  enquiry  is  not  the  aSair  of  a  moment* 

( r43)  The  king  openly  proteded  thefe  public  brothels. 
Vox,,  ir.  Hh  and 
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ai}4  ^f^pXt  always  r^je£led  the  cotiti|ipl.4Qit8  oi^^de  tc^hiin 
ag4in(l  tbepn.  Formcy,  the  perp^tH?l  ftcjretvy  Qf  tji^  ^w- 
depaj^^  opppf^e  to  v^ofe  refiden^q  W%li9Afe  ©(  ih^.fc  lw.uf€s  of 
ill  fi^o^^jj  wrote  to  the  king^  ^.^firiii^  bm  to  Ojr4w  t.Uis  ab^^- 
d(ined  focictjf  to  be  driven  19  foinjc  pAhei;  li^Q?,  aUedging 
that  it  W9I  a  da^g;^eroiis,  and  in^le^^nt  (jpjc^a^jljf  for  his  daugh- 
ters. Frederick;  ^nfvy^red  thvis^  •*  Mjf  d^j^r  FQi:ip^e,y,,at]fOur 
*«  age  and  qjin^j^vf?  ^^VA  *>  W  ip.Wli  U^  tbofe  dc^  who 

(144)  In  tb«  mcndpirs  of  tl^c,  r<^^^  ^l^iety  of  LpqdoD, 
U][\\\qr  tb^  gafdcncci  Michael  (Ji^^fi^J^^e  tjl^e  bre^^r,,  author 
of  tlpe  wor]|p  enticled  Tftr  T^-fFJi  <V»^'  Pn^kli  rf  fyevdngy  ^ 
tnany  i^ec.h^nics  ^nd  ^r^Ca^.s.  of  ijwtt'v  h^v^  foiijadr  pJ;*fi«i 
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Extras  §f  tbi  Teftamint  of  Friderici  II. 

«<  T  g»v«  to  you,  my  dear  nephew  Frederick- William,  my 

X  ^'  conquered  and  acquired  countries,  my  palaces,'  build* 
<*  ings,  gardens,  galleries,  furniture,  and  clothes,  on  condition 
**  that  you  execute  my  will  in  the  difpofal  of  the  trifles  whicK 
**  I  gireto  my  relations,  as  a  mark  of  my  remembrance 
'*  of  them}  for,  my  ftates,  my  weahh,  my  people^  all  is 
««  yonrr.  ^  ^ 

**  I  beg  you,  my  dear  nephew,  to  leave  the  queen  my  con- 
*^  fort  the  40,000  crowns  yearly  which  ihe  has  always  had^ 
*<  and  to  add  to  that  fum  10,000  crowns  a  year  more,  which 
**  you  will  take  from  fuch  and  fuch  funds"  {at  each  legacy  the 
fund  is  mentioned].  <<She  never  gave  me  any  uneafinefg 
'<  during  the  whole  courfeof  my  reign,  and  merits  refped, 
•*  efteem,  and  attachment,  by  her  eftimable  virtues.' 
•  "  I  bequeath  tb  my  brother  Henry  200,000  crowns^  the 
<*  ring  of  Chydyfofpos  fet  round  with  brilliants,  which  I  weary 
*^  a  handfome  luftre,  and  50  anchors  of  Hungary  wine. 

*•  To  my  brother  Fcrdrnand,  s©,©©©* crowns,  a  coach  and 
••  handfome  equipage. 

•«  To  the  princes-Amelia,  io,oob  crowns  a  year,  and  a 
«<  fervice  of  plate*         r  -..  :         -       j^  *..  *" 

*•  To  the  (irincefs  Hcnryt  6000  Crowitr  t  year. " 

H  h  J  ««  To 
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«  To  the  princefs  Ferdinand,  X0|000  crowns  a  year,  mnit 
<<  box  worth  ioo»ooo  crowns. 

«  To  my  nep^ew'prince  Ferdinand  of  BrunrwiclE,  10,000 
•'  crowns* 

<«  To  the  reigning  duke  of  Brunfwickt  two  good  iaddle 
«•  horid^s,  ^  a  fibe  ring;  "        .  T      ]  , 

<<  To  duke  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  a  handfome  box  kt 
**  with  diamonds,  becaufe  he  has  always  been  my  friend. 

««  To  the  duchefs  of  JWufcmberg,  j^other  of  tbe  grand 
<«  duchefs  of  Ruffia,)  iO|O0O  crowns  as  a  prefent. 

«<  To  the  lady  dowager  landgrave  of  Hefie  Cai&I,  io»ooo 
^*  crowns.'*  [There  are  other  beguefts,  but  tb$|  legatees  did 
not  live  to  i-eceive  them,  the  will  being  dated  in  1769.] 
•  i^  ^  f!?W9»W?qd  t9  yott^  ipy  *?ar  pfj^ejj,  p\y  bj^i^  vili- 
fy tary.  my  rcrp5^aj)|p  arwy,  ipy  oj^i^^f^^h Sfpfif^Wy  Jofc 
J«  yvjxo  have  bccii  abput  a^y  perfop  :  \if  to^i  ifigf0^  ^v« 
•f  yoji,  and,  if  oU,  ^0  not  abaijdfln  tj|)^,'  hi|$  ft^n^^x  to 
f«  place  t)}e;9  ^cll..  My  firft  batt^^pn  sf  jjv?rfe  ^(1  the 
K  teuQiold  tro9g?,  ^^1  hayc  eacfe  of  ^hjn^  X)fo  CRpiw^  ?ni 
*<  the  fiafF  officers  a  gold  medal  each,  with  a  die^  or^  girl^icb 
w  K9H  wiW  bfy?  ftrickcp  9"5  pf  t)}p  .i|i<5>ft.fflcipj>p|l^.  events 
t?  5>f  4"?  ftycRrJcarp  Tjar,  t^at  tbcjr  ii^y  i^cnienpij>ci^  p^  ?o< 

^  of  m|r,  ^i^cafurj  $  iiat  dpes  not  belp^  (^  iqe ;  if  i!(  tJi^  pro- 
u  KJiS  fif  ^^<5  ftaW  >  con^r  it  ?^ys  a^  focb*  nay.  4^  affr 
t1  BI];???'-  Tferf?  iejacic^  ace,  linl?  faykigR  i  tli?.  fiw^df  ppo» 
«  which  |Jify,:^5,Sftpwir,'  prpve  <6;tf,.  .';i?9  ijc  ^''kiog  » 
"  S**?  ^?fH\?)<^  S^i^  5  Wy?«^.  fWgW  ^t  joii  w.  a  TO V.  I 
"  .l^f'f?;9?J[^lf  *?«  Itira  W.iU  be  ,po  iiy^S^^^iniPy  f%e^ff 
•*  and. ^^5  ^  gP9<IW»l*fft^jiifig  ^iH:?lWJl?.  Wg9.  bttTvfco 

was  an  excellent  judge  of  their  merit ;  ..sgui;,  ip^p^xs, 
however,  iii>ijb^l^|;i8ffi»«  l«l>.'^fc:^fi^  «tecSJv«L  .  Befiaie 
t,r  »»  <    •  general 
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gtOBliJ  Lmiddlm  Mt«fA  info  the  leMte  df  ttb  Miiteror,  he 
ofiertd  himftlf  CO  FAd«r1ek|  andatflted  to  fenre  in  KB  troops. 
••  fte  miofi  ptyjmgmmf  d^i  imi  pkafi  wu^  bid  die  kf<ig  oii 
Teeing  faim  i  ind  htf  <ecliRd«  lis  oflefs,  of  ^bzdt  hb  Intd  ^- 
loB  €*  lepetit* 

«  ■  •    r 

Notlmg  was  fod&TaghMble  to  tb«  kibg  as  ceremony,  wfitch 
he  svoiitd  as  Amch  <s  peffiile.  Vfhtn  hii  repaired  to  Ko-' 
Hingfterg,  to  leceiy^  the  hoiaage  6f  tb^  P/dflttii#,  he  took  th^ 
marquis  d'Argens  with  him,  to  point  out  to  him  the  c^e-' 
monies  obfenred  in  France  m  ftSfft  eccafions,  that  he  might 
CMtfofm  «»  thein.  Wbtfii  (he  ceremony  wa^  at  in  end,  he 
:tflsed  tht  maf^uis  ii^heiher  he  had  gone  well  through  it  ? 
««  "Vmf  n^n/'  fidd  he  s  <^  Mit  I  knltiy#  one  who  Would  acqtkfc 
"  MtfT^I  ftiH  btf<t«r^  «<  Atid  who  b  that?"  a(k<kl  th^ 
kiiig«  •<  Ldlris  XV/'  replied  TfAmta.  «^  And  I,"  ^e- 
joined  the  king,  **  know  fomebody  who  would  go  througti 
««  it  better  than  Louis  XV r  «  Who  is  that  r  P'Arg^a 
enquired  in  his  turn.    ^^  Haron'*  (the  player), 

Whifft  Voltaire  was  ffill  at  Potzdam,  an  Engliibmaa 
arrived  Who  told  ttieking  that  he  couTd  retain  word  for  wor^ 
i  tolerabty  long  difeourfe,  after  hearing  it  once  read.  Fre- 
deriek  put  hin^  to'  tlie  te(f,  aiid  tbe  Engllihrnan  fuccced'ed. 
At  this  moment  Voltaire  is  announced,  who  came  to  read  a 
little  copy  of  verfes,  which  he  hadjuft  finifhed,  to  the  king. 
To  amufe  himfelf,  Frederick  hid  the  Englifiiman  in  an  ad- 
joining Cabinet,  reconHnttnding  tO  him  to  giet  by  heart  what 
the  pott  was  about  to  read.  Voltaire  enters,  and  recites  his 
verfes.  The  kmg  liRens  to  them  coldly,  and  obferves, 
^'  Upoof  my  word,  my  dear  Voltaire,  I  do  not^cOn&eiiFe  wifat 
**  you  are  about :  for  fome  time  you  have  cbofen  to  borrow 
<*  the  verfes  of  others,,  and  pafs  them  off  as  your  own."  Vol- 
taire vowed  that  the  verfes  wen  his  owrry  and  that  he  had  but 
thatmoment  fyiiik^d  them;  ««  That  may  be,"  faid  the  king»^ 
Hh4  '^buc 
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«  but  I  have  jaft  feen  an  Eogliihiiiaa  who  has  already  fltewa 
^*  them  to  me  as  his/'  Having  made  this  remark,  Frederick 
fent  for  the  Englifhrnan,  to  whom  he  faid,  **  Be  fo  good  as 
. *'  to  let  me  hear  the  verfes  you  ihewed me  this  moraiDg" 
The  Eoglifhman  repeated  them  without  omitting  a  fingle 
fyllable.  '^  He  muft  be  the  devil  I"  exclaimed  Voltaire  in  a 
lyige.  The  king,  after  ampfing  himfelf  for  fome  ttooe  with 
his  furjT)  owned  to  him  the  trick»  and  finiflied  by  making  the 
Englifhmaa  a  prefeot  for  the  pleafure  which  he  had  afforded 
him. 


At  the  time  of  Frederick's  fuppers  with  his  litefati,  be  one 
day  a&cd  them,  **  (fy^u  Wire  king  ofPruffia^  what  wonUym 
**  d9  r*  Every  man  exerted  bimfeJf  to  make  a  flattering 
anfwer,  until  it  came  to  the  turn  of  the  marquis  d' Argens, 
who  replied,  ^\  Sire^  I  would  fill  the  iingiom^  and  bu)  a 
•*  Frifub  province/* 


m 


There  did  exift  a  work,  entitled  7be  Parallels^  which  ori 
ginated  in  the  fuppers  of  Potzdami  and  was  fmothered 
the  king's  cabinet.  In  it  were  compared  Richelieu  and 
Daun,  Frederick  and  Maria-Therefa^  tbeking  of  Poland  and 
the  emperor,  the  marchionefs  ds  Pompadour  and  count 
Bruhl,  the  king  of  England  and  Catherine  II.  marflial  d'£- 
firees  and  a  Danifli  horfe. 

Another  produftion  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  entitled.  An  In* 
trodu^ionto  the  Abridgment  of  the  Ecclejiqftical  Hi/lory  ofFleurj^ 
never  was  printed  in  his  works.  This  little  philofophical 
tradis  not  calculated  to  pleafe  theologians. 

Before  Voltaire  avowed  himfelf  the  author  of  the  Maid  of 
Orleans,  Frederick  pretended  that  it  was  injurious  to  the 
firft  wit  iii  France  to  attribute  to  him  fo  infamous  a  rhapfody; 
but,  no  fooner  did  Voltai/e  adopt  it,  than  the  king  made 
Aigarotti  read  it  to  him,  and  faid^  '^  This  is  not  the  poem  I  have 
..    -  "fccfli 


The  foUowiiv  vorfet,  which  ht  ma^  in  x736rW'4L4pfm 
whaiwe  have  aflerted.  He  i|Kalu  of  hii  wrtf MfHttpiii  arf 
bis  pleaTures  at  Rheiniberg. 

Whilit  Phebus  mildly  darts  lis  ray  divi]ie# 
Beneath  the  (j[>f  eadin^  Beedi  we^  all,  redifie ! 
And,  fiai^  ahhottgh  the  carping  Priefts  may  cftgCf 
Wt  meditate  on  Wolf's  inllral^ire  j^g**   ' 

.  ThoSfldktandGnMWscoiiieiavaM^  i^JiF)^ 
RejokM,  ihoiild  0/Air  Dndes  ^pfeat. 

.  WlwnWitaniVab«tetha«oiil«a«ie» 
To  Mart  and  PaUya  we  devote  dur  ijxer 
Oar  gobkts  Sparkling  with  dcliriona  wiae» 
We  hail  its  God,  and  venerate  his  fhriae. 
JSlor^  lefs  of  Love  the  Votoria^  at  flighty 
tn  Uifii  wi  ciUhraie  the  Papbum  rite. 


A  foldier^  fubjeS  to  get  drunk,  was  accufed  of  blafphemyt 
of  faying  a  great  many  injurious  thixi^  of  the  king,  and 
fpeaking  ill  of  the  magiftrates  of  the  town  where  he  was  in 
g^rr!fon»  The  magiftrates,  who  wifhed  to  revetige  them- 
felves,  did  not  fail  to  pronounce  a  fevere  (entence  agai^  him^ 
condemning  him  as  guilty  o{  crimen  lafa  tnajeffatis  both  di- 
vine and  human.  The  fcntence  being  fent  to  Frederick,  be 
wrote : 

<<  Jf  the  fellow  has  blafphemed  god,^  it  is  foe  qoo  to  pss- 
<^  don  him  s  what  be  has  faida^inft  me,  Ipardoai  but  for 
'*  having  fpokeiv  iU  of  the  magjftratea,  Lordec  hiottobekept 
«  four-and-twentyhoujrs.  under  arrdi." 

The  king  was  ^eatly  prejudiced  ag^iJift  the  Germans^ 
whom  he  thought  incapable  of  producing  a»y  wortof  inp* 
jiuity  or  delicacy.  The  count  de  Jlothenbourg^  is  faid  ta 
hav«  been  the  perfon  who  inftill?J  into  him.  tbefc  ide^. 
This  count  one  day  procured  him  a  very  handfome  JiittflhboK, 
which  he  pafled  off  as  executed  by  one  of  the  bcft  workmen 

in 
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Biladaflie  Karrch  bad  acquired  a  reputation  in  CermaAy,  tf 
picoesof  poetrjrfullof  wit,  rentimenty  and  eleg^uice.  Sk 
one  day  fent  a  copy  of  verfes  to  the  king,  beggii^  him  t» 
build  her  a  fmail  houfe»  Frederick  every  year  made  prcTcod 
of  fifty  or  fixty  fuperb  houfes  to  people  of  all  fern,  whofe 
huts  happened  to  lie  within  the  phin  for  the  embelKilimcod 
of  Berlin ;  yet,  infiead  of  granting  the  requeft  of  diis  Get« 
man  mnfe,  he  fent  her  fiur  crtwns.  Madame  de  Karfch  i^ 
turned  them  with  four  verfes,  in  which  ihe  made  him  fed 
that'the  prefent  was  equally  beneath  Frederick  and  herfdf. 
Frederick- William  II*  sHio,  from  the  firft  moment  of  hs 
reign,  entered  upon  an  atonement  for  the  &ult8  of  his  uiidc^ 
has  built  a  very  Kandfome  houfe  for  madame  Karfch. 

Towards  the  end  of  Frederick's  life,  when  the  men  of 
tafte  already  mentioned  had  infpired  htm  with  more  efteem 
for  German  poetry,  he  replied  very  gracioufly  to. a  copy  of 
verfes  addrefled  to  him  by  a  young  German  named  Morltz, 
who  is  poflififled  of  great  talents  and  information,^  but  who 
never  ihould  have  made  verfes*  We  have  fccn  that  Frede- 
rick converfed  with  Gleim  the  poet,  and  his  Italian  cham- 
berlain, Lucchefini,  has  celebrated  this  interview  in  a  Latin 
poem,  for  the  purpofe  of  rendering  it  immortal* 

The  following  are  verfes  fent  by  Frederick  to  a  curate  who 
thought  proper  to  celebrate  his  birth-day  in  an  ode: 

My  rbiming  Friind !  Prefumptuous  Prieftl  Declare 
Whence  comes  this  rafhnefs  ?  Canfl  thou  not  forbear  \ 
Why,  wretched  Scribbler  !  in  fuch  dogg'rel  vcm. 
Year  Sovereign's  Anniveriary  prophan^  ? 
When,  by  yourfelf  alone,  t^  Herald  nam'd. 
The  Laureatlhip  yot,  arrogantly,  claimM^ 
*r  An  O'tKly^*  (my  wond'ring  Confiflory  iaid) 
*•  From  Mount  Parnaffut  U  tbt  Pulpit  fitd!"^ 
Away  with  reasoning  in  a  cafe  fo  clear  I 
Home  truths  mufl  ftrike  a  PoHofitr^t  ear  \ 

An 
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«<  but  I  have  juft  feen  an  Eogliihiiiaa  who  has  already  ftewo 
<*  them  to  me  as  bis.*'  Having  made  this  remark,  Frederick 
fent  for  the  £ngliftiman»  to  whom  he  fajd,  *'  Be  fo  good  as 
.  *'  to  let  me  hear  the  verfes  you  ihewed  me  this  morning." 
The  Eoglifhman  repeated  them  without  omitting  a  fingle 
fy liable.  <<  He  muft  be  the  devil  I"  exclaimed  Voltaire  in  a 
lyige.  The  king,  after  amiifing  himfelf  for  fome  time  with 
his  fury,  owned  to  him  Che  trick,  and  finiihed  by  making  the 
Englifhman  a  prefeot  for  the  pleafure  which  he  had  afforded 
him. 


At  the  time  of  Frederick's  fuppers  with  his  literati,  be  one 
day  aflccd  them,  **  Ifpu  wire  king  ofPruffia^  what  would ysu 
**  do  f  Every  man  exerted  himfeJf  to  make  a  flattering 
anfwer,  until  it  came  to  the  turn  of  the  marquis  d'Argens, 
who  replied,  «*  Sirtj  I  would  fell  tbi  iingiom^  and  buj  a 
•*  Frendf  province/* 


There  did  exift  a  work,  entitled  7be  Parallels^  which  ori- 
ginated in  the  fuppers  of  Potzdam,  and  was  fmotheredio 
the  king's  cabinet.  In  it  were  compared  Richelieu  and 
Daun,  Frederick  and  Maria-Therefa,  the  king  of  Poland  and 
the  emperor,  the  marchionefs  ds  Pompadour  and  count 
Bfuhl,  the  king  of  England  and  Catherine  II.  marfhal  d'£- 
firees  and  a  Danifli  horfe. 


Another  produftlon  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  entitled,  ^n  In* 
trodu^ionto  the  Abridgment  of  the  Ecclefiqftical  Hiftory  ofFleurj^ 
never  was  printed  in  his  works.  This  little  philofophical 
tradis  not  calculated  to  pleafe  theologians. 


Before  Voltaire  avowed  himfelf  the  author  of  the  Maid  of 
Orleans,  Frederick  pretended  that  it  was  injurious  to  the 
firft  wit  ill  France  to  attribute  to  him  fo  infamous  a  rhapfody; 
but,  no  fooner  did  Voltai/e  adopt  it,  than  the  king  made 
Algarotti  read  it  to  him,  and  faid, «'  This  is  not  the  poem  I  have 
.      -  «  fecnj 
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^  feen ;  this  is  charming';  no  perfon  but  Voltaire  h  capable  of 
«<fuch  a  work.'*  It  was,  hoT^ever,  the  very  famej  butfuch  is 
the  inflttcnce  of  names  ! 


Maupertuis  had  been  fo  ill  as  te  fpit  .fblood .  for  three 
months,  and  his  cure  was.  looked  upon  as  defperate,  when 
the  king  fent  him  bis  pbyfician,  with  the  following  note : 

<<  I  fend  you  M«  Cottenius,  one  of  the  greateft  ^v^ri/  in 
^<  the  country.  He  has,  fomitima^  had  the:godd  fortune  to 
*<  fucceed  by  accident,  and  I  wifli  be  may  have  thefame  luck 
**  with  you*  He  will  order  you  plenty  of  remedies ;  as  for 
'^  me,  I  only  prohibit  drams,  and  thofe  I  do  totally,  forbid 
«<  you  to  drink/' 

In  1 753,  a  man  fent  a  work  to  the  king,  informing  him,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  Voltaire  ard  Montefquieu  had  found  it 
fo  ufcful  as  to  deign  to]  receive  and  corredl  it;  adding,  that 
thefe  authorities  ftill  did  not  fatisfy  him,  but  that  he  afpired 
after  bis  approbation.  The  king  anfwered  him,  *<  You  are 
**  too  difficult ;  the  names  you  mention  are  well  worth  thofe  of  all 
**  the  kings  in  Europe :  I  accept  your  book^  to  have  my  name  in^ 
"  rolled  with  theirs.'* 


In  his  youth,  Frederick  was  not  infenfible  to  the  pleafures 
of  love,  but  he  liked  to  fly  from  beauty  to  beauty,  and  never 
attached  himfelf  to  any  particular  female.  He  faid  to  fome 
perfon  who  was  fpeaking  to  him  of  this  (icklenefs,  <«  It  is 
*'  the  women's  fault,  not  mine.  I  have  fought  for  one  to 
"  fix  me,  who  has  more  virtue  than  prudence.  All  thofe  I 
'*  have  known  have  coquetted  with  me  for  (ix  months  for  a 
"  love-letter,  and  in  three  days  capitulated  for  all  the  reft. 
**  I  fliall  not  change  my  cbndufi,  till  I  find  one  who  will 
"  grant  me  the  love-letter  in  three  days,  and  go  no  farther 
"  for  life."  •  \ 

The 
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The  Mlowing  wfcs,  which  be  made  in  I736r«rai*«« 
wbeiwe  have  afflerud,  HeliMMrfhia.  ecCM»MyM<ri 
bis  pkaTures  atRheinfberg. 

Whilft  Phebus  mildly  darts  Ma  ray  dime, 
Beneadi  die  fj^eadin^  Beedi  we,  all,  redine  S 
And,  ftiB,  dthoagh  the  carpng  Prielb  ^ay  d^, 
.     We  nmtttate  on  Wolf's  ififtnai^e  ]^ge«  * 
.  The  Sodlea  aed  GrMes  come  to  feM,  i(«iir, 

&e|ok'd,  ftodd  «riwr  Dodea  apfeet. 
.  WlMiiWataedVak«rtet]te«oalel^fiii» 
To  Men  aid  PaUfA  we  devote  Ae  lyse» 
Qor  gobkts  iparkliog  with  dcUdcHUi  wiae. 
We  hail  its  God,  and  venerate  Ids  ihriae. 
Iftr,  left  9f  love  the  Votaries^  at  night. 
In  Uifii  wi  cilihaU  the  Faphum  rit$n 


A  foldier^  fubjeS  to  get  drunk,  was  acculed  of  blafphemy, 
of  laying  a  great  many  injurious  things  of  the  king,  and 
fpeaking  ill  of  the  magiftrates  of  the  town  where  he  was  in 
g^rrifon*  The  magiftrates,  who  wil&cd  to  revetige  thcra- 
felves,  did  not  fail  to  pronounce  a  (evere  fentence  agaiitft  him, 
condemning  him  as  guilty  of  crimen  Itefa  majeftaiis  both  di- 
vine and  human.  The  fentence  being  fent  to  Frederick,  be 
wrote :  , 

'<  )f  the  fellow,  has  blafphemed  god,^  it  is  foe  cob  to  pas- 
^*  don  him  \  what  he  has  faid  a^inft  me,  I  pardoop  |  hut  for 
*<  having  fpokei>  ill  of  the  mag^ratea,  Lordec  him. ta  be  kept 
'<  four* and-twentjT  hours,  under  arrcQ/' 

The  king  wa3  greatly  prejjudiced  ag^inft  the  Germans, 
whom  he  thought  incapable  of  producing  aay  workof  inge- 
nuity or  delicacy.  The  count  de  J^othenbourg^  is.  faid  to 
hav«  been  the  perfon  who  inftiljfcT,  into  him.  thefe  idejis. 
This  count  one  day  procured  him  a  very  handfomeihiiff>box, 
which  he  palTed  off  as  ^*^^"^^4J^  ^^®  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  workmen 

in 
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^g^tefldh  #W  9^  bfAfcoi*  «^  {t  i#  a  fuij,'-'  Ai(i  dit kiftgs 
5*  )  V^  VffM  foj^  Rf  |l»»t  boi:/-  Qoe  qf  tbis  Img^  fri«nds 
irfyifiv^lW  tffflP^  i(  mfwMc  4<  An4by  v/kom^'^  anfarofs 
#/If!w;  ^'«ie  OQ|:f)}  t^  Gfirm^n  w^vkiBCA  biiiigkrs  f*' 
Tte  ^iml  ^Wyi  bi<n  d»ft  h^kwrn  a  very  Idrnpor  inaB»  kf 
V^S^  1^  Hf^ii/9fm¥^  <ft  ^f  it  rppaiwd.  Tbe  bc^  is  earried 
M  Af  1!!^>9Mf  IFilP  19  «fttd  wlietkiir  Iia  csq  oicod  it. 
'*  Whf  mr  «pl  Wh^f  M  af  U  was  i  wii#  mad*  it  f "  gii^iog 
ifiP9ate|ay^  jsm^  p(  wkal  be  advanced.  Wiisp  the  boK 
IP'  f^Rc^  baflc^  thp  Ung,  faris^ai  t^kan  r^  iiOoriB  kin 
I^St  >^  V^  t)i(;  Tfprk  ff  9  QanR%n  ^vtift ;  ei^  iwhtcb  he  coldly 
replied,  « /I  ji^R5*^^if;i/  mU^tintt.IniaUj^uaprifini 

9?fe»S'  Qyin.W^  9,P«  4^7  fvr^f9»ti?4  ^he?  king   ?  plftijfe 

Jp^,  byt,  on  leajnipg  t^jt  ^fe?  ?i^tift  ^y^l  afji^^p,  Ue  fti^, 

lb  h^rt  at  tj^is  cpiji^j^nps  tl^a^  be  infliantlx  Uu^ftt.  Ui?.  p^awe- 
Somf  time  a|ter,  the  ki^^g  wante^  a  c^m^aif^a  to  a  pi^uiie 
in  one  of  his  f^rt^jfnu^  ani^eo^uiced  a^^^r  th^  whiqh  he 
had  feen,  to  fill  up  the  YJ^aocy*  Quintus  told  him  of  the 
?^«ftttfiPf V  tf  *^  W9^^  <ebagriB.  ^  Wkafi  caprice  i^ 
%s  the  kijjjg.  «l  Ye%  ftw/^  Iff Ikei  ^iotus,  <'  be  i».  a  Gcr- 
*<  man  artift,  but  he  is  as  capricious  as  an  Italian.'' 

Wher^thf  ^dtr^  f^acpe  tc^  ?^r,lin,  the  k'^g  wpuld  not  at 
firft  hear  her  fipg,  fajrin|;>/*  ^*^.'  A.  ff  ^.  Gjp^^^^e  will  U 
"  ^ W/^r  nofbjff^,"^'  >V^  j^SSfJ*?-  •^R  ljuffexcd  hiai^lf  tf}  be  per- 
fuaded,  andpr^jl^jfc^  hc^Vf^^W;  very. 4iffifi«Jt  Ws,  which 
flie  lang  at  fjgfe^-  .^Ji)?]\vas.^l}^fle«d>^ar)d^  feid*.  ^'  />»»»«  «/- 
"  v^'  Aav/  ixliiSfd,  thii,  fienk  a  Gjrmw*'  He  took  her  into 
his  fervice^  and  ga»e.her  a^penfio^iof  4000  crowns  a  year. 

Madame 
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Madame  Karfch  bad  acquired  a  reptttation  inGern^uijybf 
pieces  ofpoetry  full  of  wit,  feotimenty  and  elegance.  Sk 
iHie  day  fern  a  copy  of  verfes  to  the  king^  begging  him  to 
build  her  a  ffnall  houfe*  Frederick  every  year  made  preTeod 
of  fifty  or  fixty  fuperb  boufes  to  fwople  of  all  fortt^  whoft 
huts  happened  to  lie  within  the  pbn  for  the  embelKflimeoQ 
of  Berlin  $  yet,  inftead  of  granting  the  re^eft  c^  this  Ger- 
man  mufe,  he  fent  her  fntr  crewns.  Madnrae  de  Karfch  ]^ 
turned  them  with  four  verfes,  in  which  ihe  made  him  fed 
that'tbeprefent  was  equally  beneath  Frederick  and  herfelf. 
Frederick-William  II*  gi^ho,  from  the  firft  moment  of  hii 
reign,  entered  upon  an  atonement  for  the  i&ults  of  his  unde^ 
has  built  a  very  Haodfome  houfe  for  madame  Karfch. 

Towards  the  end  of  Frederick's  life,  when  the  men  of 
tafte  already  mentioned  had  infpired  him  with  more  efteem 
for  German  poetry,  he  replied  very  gracioufly  to. a  copy  of 
verfes  addrefled  to  him  by  a  young  German  named  MoritZi 
who  is  poflefled  of  great  talents  and  information^  but  who 
never  (hould  have  made  verfes.  We  have  feen  that  Frede* 
rick  converted  with  Gleim  the  poet,  and  bis  Italian  cbam- 
berlain,  Lucchefini,  has  celebrated  this  interview  in  a  Latin 
poem,  for  the  purpofe  of  rendering  it  immortal. 

The  following  are  verfes  fent  by  Frederick  to  a  curate  who 
thought  proper  to  celebrate  his  birth-day  in  an  ode : 

My  rbimiug  Fritnd!  Prefumptuous  PrieHi  Declare 
Whence  comes  this  rafhnefs  ?  Canfl  thou  not  fbrbeaur  \ 
Why,  wretched  Scribbler  !  in  fuch  ^ogj^'rel  vein. 
Year  Sov'rcign*s  Anniverfary  prophah^  ? 
When,  by  yourfelf  alone,  f^  Herald  nam*d. 
The  Laureatlhip  yot,  arrogantly,  claimed, 
*f  An  Ow/,^*  (my  wond'ring  Confiflory  (aid) 
«*  From  Mount  Pamaffus  t9  tbi  Pulpit  JiedT* 
Away  with  reas'ning  in  a  cafe  fodear  I 
Home  truths  muil  ftriice  a  Putafier^s  ear ! 
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An  handred  thoofimd  conteflations  dire* 

Not  oft»  diOQgh  fetdng  learned  worlds  on  fire» 

Blaz'd  hoftiie  to  my  name  :  It  is  a  laa 

Hutt  only  throe  my  royalty  attacked. 

Did  yon  fnppofe  tfae  aanajs  of  my  rtigti 

Would  Msf  in  the  hiflodbrn's  i^ge  r^mainl 

Thefe  reft  <m  aU  the  Ccmtories  of  Time : 

FaN  far  beyond  yonr  p^riihable  rUme. 

Why,  therefore,  ftrivcfor  a'pret^e  to  fiy 

Tw  won  renown  when  yon  did  miu  diQplay  I 

72^/r  tailu  let  others,  undiftarb'd,  purfuej  ; 

Reiign  an  office  fo  unfit  ibr  Tim! 

Your  flocks,  yom  parijh  mind  f  The  Shepherd's  care 

If  loft  when,  once,  Mtlpomtnie  comes  tbeti* 

Permit  my  General  Regiflers  to  write  ! 

Tbnr  time's  notfav'd  hyftuf  which  >^if  indite* 

Allow  my  officers  their  King  to  cheat ! 

Taxes  mth  murmurs  let  my  people  meet ! 

How  ttfelefs  is  the  privilege  they  claim  I 

An^j  why  thefe  murmurs  ?  Sure,  they  ^e  t6  blame  I 

Tou,  to  obtain  my  favour  and  my  praife. 

Your  voice  muft,  in  the  pulpit,  loudly  raife : 

Cry  :  •«  Chriflians  !  Think  of  Hell!  Tour  ^ov^nignpaj! 

'•  Or  ilfip  th$.De^ilJbaU fitch yw  all  away.** 

Do  tbii :  but,  never  dare,  another  time. 

Upon  my  Anpiverfiry  to  rhime.. 

Sonne  French  poets  were  more  fortunate,  M.  Mayet,  di- 
re£lor  of  the  filk  fabrics  at  Berlin,  fent  him  the  following 
beautiful  cpiftle  in  vcrfc,  after  the  peace  of  Tefchcn : 

Th' imperial  pow'rs  whidi  grace //^  reign 

Inviolable  laws  maintain. 

In  Thei  what  Charaders  unift  I 

At  once,  the  Tesror  and  Delight, 

The  Arbiter  of  Kings  and  States, 

Around  tbiir  lot  $by  Influence  waits, 

And 
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And  on  ^SnAt  iN/AMt  tMKkfwfBKf^ 

Brigkt  HeA>  f  WkM  lii*  ittSMlM  §t€' 
Which  mnft  a  Sm^Uke  ASM  M^tR^i 
Stm  fiuuTd*  by  Fi>fk3r  fMAM* ' 

To  WA- A^rtte  AMUftilr  MM^^ 

Of  raYa«^d>01hte#i«lklg^<»  ^  <to(^ 
And  gave* !»  bdMiSiy  ]>4«iF,' 
I  faw^>lb<Mr/»<M«n9Nifi»1 

ScarM  af  tS^a6^  viSci|i]tt*»MdKlf 
With  thofc  of  th^iSr^K^A:  ioW. 
Tll«?  tTfWfsi'liy  tlfeflTo/ra^lF^ffir* 
Turn  //pf  ^idftgft? tda'jA!^!' 

When  War,  obedient  to  /fif  laws. 
In  hafte,  from  crimfon'd  fields  .wididrawsj 
Shall  yW^  difiurb  the  placid  reign^ 
TJIy  thunder*s  m&rtial  rour  difdain* 
Nor^  when  /iy  dreadjful  battles  ceafe# 
Give  m0  one  interval  of  Piaaf 
Great  Prince  !  Avert  fo  fool  a  bkw ! 
To  m  let'fbrcams  of  qoiet  flow  I 

Eight  htittdfcd:citv«tr^-thk^daHif^Biiiad,^ 
Widi  o]p^iSSrte^of^mSi»^demmt. 
From  truth  my  hdftlt  ^Ml  ii^*<3*^  ctafl&e":^ 
I  own  this  treafiire>  oacep  was  mine. 
*Tsi  ^0nt :  and  'twA-e  abford  to  prefr 
For  that  which  I  no  more  poflefi. 

ragery  thitti  vHOi^bbttkHMl'  rt^;* 
Pleas'd  the  fair  Pattern  to  purfne. 
Took  g^rcfts^  ^k>  bt'Fr^/'r/Vif ifa^iii 
As  godlike  models  fgt  ntf'owh. 
For  this,  9,nxim*r<m*to&^Mitk 
Of  qoarrelfiwie}  rapacibus  fb^  1 ' 
Had  I,  with  an  ofeJHtratel^^i 
Perceived  the!^t«2ri  of  the^dWipfeft;- 
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31^  purfe  (it  ^iiy  hft  wH  Ahh^4> 
Woold  have  condnoed  Smaif  vM4  : 
But*  Mifery'smfaiSyecaa 
Has  eas'd  me  of  my  little  Mz 
In  vain  She  ftr  1Mb  fmmi^mflimmm^ 
As  Creditors  be(et  my  dotiti 
And*  whilft  her  g^tefiil  praife  is  fame* 
Debts  my  neceffitSes  prodaimr* 

Alas!  to  7%/#  mail  aU.  appeal  I 

Tbou  canil  redrdTft  the  ivroags  they  feel ! 

IfDn/den  and  Deux^Ponts  receiv'd 

TKr.tid  Ae^^  aik!d,  when  moft  aggrieved, 

Mi^  ill  oae  ^mmms  cu^e  cenjoin'd* 

Could  tbte  their  dread  Protedtor  find. 

Then*  let  mjf  wrongs,  Illuftrious  Sire  I 

Your  breafi  with  indignadon  fire ! 

As  prompt*  to  this  Petition  yield ! 

And  prove  my  tutelary  SUeld! 

Not  on  thine  arms,  which  vanquiflt  all, 

tpt  warlike  fuccours  do  I  call'! 

Nb'tr  may  dbftruKon  reach  the  fees 

Wnuniy  norae  to'ny'frtedomy  role ! 

Tlkat'  P  the-ftribua  troops  may  fee 

Wi(h  qnukf  precipiudon  flee, 

Qfom9Si^/SiiettBKi4dHn9ed : 

Qmnfc.thefeJ  aod  IxihaU>  foon,  fucceed; 

fKti§fttjbi /w0r^^  anthundned  pttnnd 

Shall  drive^them,.vall%^Uh'd^.  Gxm  the  gimno* 

The  Warrior,  whofe  enllghteo'd  nund 
Glbws  with  the  love  of  human  kind, 
Pleas'd  itom  th'  embatded  ranks  wtdidivws^ 
When  JfiiUce  gains  her  glorious  canfr. 
Like^  thhei,  bh  - venerable^nime  - 
TidQe»  Itamortalicyif lOHi<  Faiae  { 
HoW'Oft*hasjmy  propbotk.Miift^' 
(Thy  deeds  for  themr i  rejoicM  to  cbufe) 

Mide 
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Made  Hift'ry  mark /Vg^t  defigti^ 
In  one  etemsl  wreaSth  to  join 
ThclianrdandthcOlivt^Crwwil  * 

Worn  with  indelible  renm^, 
Thoagh we  adanttlM Prm^ri ebini, 
Pacifictiivrht  tiy^uo^^'      .     ' 

How  bright  the  promifc  made  for  Tbu  ! 
Haft  Thou  not  oiu  referv'd  for  mc  I 
Thsf  foes  I  paint  aa  iver/irowit :         • 
Then,  Help  iilc  to  defeat  my  oMm  ! 

Frederick  anfwered  gr^ctoufly  theft  verfes,  and'lent  the 
poet  one  hundred  louis  d*cr%  and  thcj  were  pimdtfldly  re- 
paid. "      ' 


A  captain,  named  S.  •  . ,  having  unfortunately  killed  ano- 
ther ofGcer  in  a  duel,  was  faken  and  carrieil  to  the  main  guard. 
Frederick  could  not  prevent  his  trial  according  to  the  laws; 
and,  therefore,  he  was  condemned  to  die.  This  prince,  who 
liked  the  captain  becaufe  he  was  a  brave  man,  wifhed  to  fave 
him,  and  fecretly  infinuated  to  the  officers  his  friends  that 
he  (hould  not  be  forry  to  fee  the  prifoner  efcap^  Every 
thing  was  prepared  accordingly  for  the  flight,  and,  t6  facili- 
tate it,  Frederick  fent  for  the  captain  that  day^on  guard,  and 
faid  to  him,  •*  Ifynkfuffn  S. . .  ,  t§  jfcape  mnigbt^  refi  tf/- 
^^fund  that  you  JhaU  ^i  put  under  inrefl  for  feur^and'twinty 
««  bours.**  The  isfficep  vnderftood  the  king's  meaning,  and, 
towards  midnight,  invited  the  prifoner  to 'take  the  air  before 
the  guard- houfe.  His  friends,  who  were  at  a  little  diftance 
with  a  chaife,.  approached,  toki  him  of  the  preparations  they 
bad  made,  and  carried  him  oiF;  The  next  day  the  captain 
made  his  report  to  the  king  of  the  efcape,  and  Frederick, 
who  pretended  to  be  greailf  incenfed  againft  him,  ordered 
him  to  be  put  under  arreft  during  four->and*twenty  hours. 

When 


f  »  e  D  E  R  1  c  K    11.         48r 

When  Frederick  built  the  palace  of  Sans-Souci,  there 
happened  to  be  a  mill  which  greatly  ftraightcncd  him  in  the 
execution  of  hk  plan,  and  he  defired  to  know  how  much* 
the  miller  would  take  for  it.  The  ttiillcr  replied,  that,  for  a' 
long  ferics  of  years,  his  family  pofiefled  this  mill  from  father 
to  foni  artd  that  he  would  not  fell  it.  The  king  employed 
folicitations,  offering  to  build  him  a  mill  in  a  better  place, 
befidcs  paying  any  fum  which  he  might  demand.  The  ob* 
fiinate  miller  pcrfifted  in  bis  determination  to  preferve  the 
inheritance  of  his  ancefiors.  The  king,  irritated  at  this 
rcfifta4ic«,  fcnt  for  him^  and  faid  to  him  angrily,  "  PFhy  A 
^^you  nfufi  to  fell  your  miUy  mtwithftamling  all  tkt  adijantages. 
"  wbUb  Ibavi  offend  to  you  ?"  The  miller  repeated  all  hfs 
reafons.  *<  Do  you  knoih^**  continued  the  king,  *«  that  lean 
"  take  ity  without  giving,  you  a  farthing  ?'*  (^  Tes^'*  replied 
the  miller,  "  ;///  \jdas  not  for  the  chamber  tfjupu  at  Berlin:' 
The  king  was  extremely  flattered  with  this  anfwer,  which 
Ihewcd  that  he  was  thought  incapable  of  an  afl  of  injuftice. 
He  acquiefced  in  the  miller's  rcfufal,  and  changed  the  plan 
of  his  gardens. 

The  Proteftaots,  in  general,  fing  a  few  wretchecl  verfes 
in  their  churches,- and  there  was  a  projeS  at  Berlin  of  in- 
troducing a  new  book  of  pfalms.  Four  parifhes  of  that  city 
were  ready  to  revolt  on  the  occafion,  and  complained  to  the 
king,  who  wrote  at  the  bottom  of  their  memorial : 

*'  In  my  dominions  every  perfon  may  believe  what  he 
*'  thinks  proper,  provided  he  be  an  honeft  man.  As  for  the 
•*  book  of  pfalms,  he  is  at  liberty  to  fing,  '«  Now  all  the  fo'^ 
•«  rejis  repQfe^*  the  firft  verfe  of  one  of  the  old  hymns,  or 
**  any  other  nonfc;nfe  he  chufes.  But  let  not  the pritfts  forget 
**  toleration^  for^  I  will  fvffer  no  perfecutionj** 

^  Wolf,  the  Jew,   a  filk  manufaflurer,  unable  any  longer 

to  carry  on  his  undertaking  which  he  had  e/labliOied  at  his 

V^oLv  II.  I  i  own 
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owa  expence^  withoMjt  aajr  aid  from  tbie  gpt erkioto^  IbUCaU 
bU  duffs  at  a  lour  price,  and  diriiii0M  bit  workmen  j.  wbo^ 
l^ing  deftkm^*  eompbined  ta  Frederick.  He  immMoHlf 
^m  orders  to  Wolf  to  give  tkcm  W(«fkyiithefwi£9  h9^  would 
4rif  e  him  out  of  l^is  domipion^,  w^  confifqace  all  hu  pro- 
^rty,  and  poor  Wolf  wa»  oUigod  to  coaiiaiie  hm  mm^ 
fadaiFy  at  a  lofs. 

It  19  wcU  known  that  the  king  bad  k  great  quantity  of 
(inall  mooey  coined  of  bafe  alloy,  called  pieces  of  ftx  fen- 
Binge*  With  this  money  the  fokUers,  the  woi^iik»»  and 
part  of  the  penlioos  of  the  pivil  and  miUtary  ofliicers  iverc 
paid ;  but  it  was  received  at  no  royal  iceafury  ^  fa  that  the 
king  drew  all  the  good  fpe^ie  inro  his  coflFep»,  never  to  re- 
turn, and  di^ibuted  among  the  peoprle  this  bad  money, 
which  never  returned  into  his  coffers;  One  day,  {Frederick, 
paiEng  by  a  hakei's  door»  iaw  hio)  diipiftling  with  a-peafant ; 
he  demands  the  reafon,  and  is  told  (baiC.tbe  bakec  wants  to 
pay  the  peafant  fpr  his  corp  in  pierces  of  fix  feamngs^  but 
that  the  latter  refufes  to  take  the  money.  Fredrick  advan- 
ces, and  fays  to  the  peafant,  <*  .Why  will  you  not  take  this 
money  ?"  The  peafiut,  looking  a^  the  king,  peevilbly  re- 
plies, ^^  W^uldfi  tb9utak4  itthyfilf?'*  The  king  anfwered 
Slot  a  wordy  but  went  on. 


The  king  was  often  in  danger  of  being  poifoned,  but 
never  lentenced  thofe  to  death  who  made  an  attempt  upon 
his  life. .  One  of  his  valets  de  chambre  meditated  the  per- 
petfation  of  this  abominable  ad.  The  wretch,  one  morn- 
ing, carried  the  king  his  chocolate  as  nfual,  but,  in  prefent- 
tng  itf  his  refolution  failed  him,  and  the  king  remarked  bis 
extraordinary  confufion.  *«  What  is  the  matter  with  you  ?** 
fays  Frederick,  looking  ftedfaftlj:  at  him,  « I  believe  you 
«*  mean  ,to  poifon  me/'  At  this  word  the  villain^  agitation 
augments  i  he  throws  himfelf  at  the  feet  of  the  monarch, 

avows 
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irows  his  crime,  and  begs  his  pardon.  *<  ^ait  mypreftna^ 
^^ knave P*  anfwered  the  king;  and  this  was  a]I  his  pu- 
nifliment :  though  foine  pretend  that  he  was  fhut  up  at 
Sp^ndau. 

From  that  period,  Frederick,  before  he  took  his  chocolate, ' 
always  gave  a  little  to  his  dogs. 


Count  de  Hoditz^  celebrated  for  his  gardens  and  his  pa- 
lace, wherein  he  had  colIe<Sled  all  which  the  arts  could  offer 
with  refped  to  pleafure  and  Voluptuoufnefs,  faid  one  day  to 
the  king,  *«  that  the  houfe  of  Auftria  had  always  confidered 
"  Silefia  as  of  little  confequence,  and  that,  in  the  time  of 
^'  Charles  VL  it  was  even  looked  upon  as  a  polTeiHon  of 
*«  flight  importance/*  *«  Then  I  havi  done  well  to  take  it 
^*  from  them^**  replied  Frederick. 


Nothing  waft  more  difagreeable  to  Frederick  than  the  in- 
difcretionof  the  people  about  him.  In  1756)  fome  time 
before  the  commencement  of  the  feven-years  war«  a  ferjeant 
of  his  guards  afked  him  for  a  furlough  to  go  into  Weft- 
phalia,  his  native  country.  "  My  friend^^  anfwers  the 
king,  **  this  is  not  the  time  to  demand  a,  furlough  !  IVc  Jhall 
"  march  very  foon**  A  few  moments  after,  hearing  the 
pages  difputing  in  the  anti-chamber,  he  liftens  at  the  door. 
One  of  them  faid  "  Where  do  you  think  we  fhall  go  ?*' 
•'Into  Silefia,'*  replied  the  other.  "Good!"  rejoined  the 
firft,  **  you  are  all  miftajcen  j  it  is  to  Saxony  we  are  going." 
**  No^  my  friend^**  obferved  the  king,  opening  the  door, 
"  it  is  to  Spandau^^  where  he  fent  the  young  gentleman  for 
fome  time,  who  had  guefled  fo  well. 


Previous  to  the  campaign  of  1756,  the  king  went  to  pay 
a  vifit  to  a  general's  widow,  who  had  very  handfome  men 
in  her  fervice.  "  It  is  a  pity,"  faid  he  to  his  attendants, 
«*  that  fuch  ftrapping  felloi^s  (hould  fcrve  a  woman."     "  If 
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*'  your  majeRy  orders  it,"  replied  the  oficers  in  his  fuic, 
**  we  can  cafily  procure  them."  *»  Well,"  replied  tbckiog, 
•*  do  fo,  provided  it  be  in  a  proper  way.** 

They  took  advantage  of  this  word,  and  the  patrolcs  foon 
ran  over  Berlin,  carrying  oft  merchants  clerks,  hair-dreilers, 
and  other  journeymen,  dragging  the  fervants  from  behind 
carriages,  and  conveying  them  all  to  the  guard-houfe.  The 
people  of  Berlin  were  terrified  at  this  violence,  and  (hut  their 
doors ;  not  a  foul  was  to  be  feen  in  the  ftreeis,  arid  only  the 
bittereft  complaints  were  to  bt  heard.  As  foon  as  the  king 
knew  of  thefe  outrages,  he,  in  a  violent  rage,  ordered  all 
perfons  thus  taken  to  be  releafcd,  and  aflured  the  citizens 
that  they  need  not  be  under  apprehenfions  of  further  vio- 
lence, the  whole  having  been  committed  againft  his  will. 
The  king  has  often  faid  that  ibis  was  the  moji  difagreeahk 
day  of  his  wboU  nign. 

The  king  having  raifed  a  new  regiment,  fome  Italian  of- 
ficers alked  for  commiifions  in  it;    but,  when  the  co(n- 
mandant  propofed  them  to  the  king,  he  anfwered  t 
"  My  dear  Colonel, 

•*  I  am  very  fond  of  the  Italians,  and  give  fufficient  proof 
•*  of  it  by  the  large  falaries  which  I  pay  to  the  Angers  of  my 
«<  opera.  But,  in  my  armies,  I  fI>ould  be  afraid  of  the  effe- 
••  minacy  and  the  cowardice  w'th  which  they  are  reproached. 
'*  Accordingly,  you  may  politely  thank  the  petitioners." 


At  the  end  of  a  bloody  battle,  Frederick  alked  his  officers, 
*<  Who,  in  their  opinion,  had  fliewn  the  moft  bravery  that 
**  day."  **  Tour  majefly^  ftre^*^  was  the  general  reply ;  and  the 
king,  who  expelled  this  anfwer,  faid,  «  No:  you  an  in  tht 
**  wrong  :  it  is  a  fifer  whom  I  pajfed  twenty  times  during  the 
**  engagement^  and  who^  from  the  firfi  <harge  to  the  very  lafi^ 
«*  never  ceafedfrom  the  performance  of  his  martial  airs^* 


The 


FREDERICK        II.  485 

The  king,  perceiving  a  Dutch  merchant  one  day  at  Sans- 
Souci,  accofted  him,  and  aflced  whether  he  defired  to  fee  the 
garden.  The  merchant,  not  knowing  him,  anfwered, 
**  TTiat  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  know  whether  fuch  a  permiffioii 
'**  c^uid  be  granted  when  the  king  was  there."  "  Give 
^*  yourfelf  no  concern  upon  this  account,"  faid  Frederick, 
*'  I  wiH  conduA  )rou/'  He  fliewed  the  merchant  the  moft 
beautiful  parts  of  the  garden,  aflcing  his  opinion  of  what  he 
had  feen.  At  parting,  the  merchant  drew  out  his  purfe, 
and  exprefled  an  intention  to  givefome  money  to  his  guide. 
**  By  no  means^**  obfcrved  the  king  ;  «*  we  art  firiidden  U 
••  receive  vailSf  andj  if  tie  king  Jhould  know  it^  be  would 
**  punijh  us.^*  The  merchant  thanked  him  very  politely,  and 
reiired,  under  the  perfuaiion  that  he  was  the  infpeSor  of  the 
gardens.  But  he  bad  only  taken  a  few  fteps  before  he  met 
the  gardener,  who  faid  to  him,  roughly,  <*  What  are  you 
<*  doing  here  ?  There  is  the  king  /"  The  Dutchman  related 
to  him  what  had  happened,  and  highly  commended  the  po- 
litensfs  of  the  pcrfon  who  had  fhew;n  him  the  garden. 
«*  jfnd  do  you  knvw  who  it  is  ?"  rejoined  the  gardener  ;  •*  it 
**  is  the  king  himfeif/*  We  may  imagine  the  aftonifliment  of 
the  merchant. 


The  king,  paffing  a  few  days  at  Clcves  after  the  fevcn- 
yeara  war,  had  a  ftate  of  the  province  laid  before  him,  and 
was  furprifed  to  find  a  confiderable  fum  paid  annually  to 
the  Cordeliers  out  of  the  receipt  of  the  forefts.  «*  Why  all 
•*  this  fum  to  thefe  monks  ?*'  fays  the  king  to  the  prefident. 
««  Sire,"  replied  he,  *^  it  is  a  legacy  of  the  laft  dukes  for 
*'  mafles  to  the  repofe  of  their  fouls."  «*  Is  this  contri- 
•'  bution  never  to  ceafe  ?  Where  is  the  convent  ?  I  would 
*'  fpeak  with  the  guardian."  *«  Sire,  it  is  behind  the  park  " 
^<  I  will  go  there  at  -three  o'clock.  Let  the  monks  be  told 
*«  of  it." 

li  3  At 
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At  the  appointed  hour  the  king  repairs  to  the  coinrent. 
The  monks  come  to  receive  him  in  proceffion,  and,  as  foon 
as  he  appeared*  ftruck  up  the  canticle  of  Saint  Ainbroie. 
The  king  fays  to  the  guardians  on  approaching  him,  **^  Are 
««  you  the  fuperior  of  the  convent  ?'*  "  Yes,  fire.'*  ««  You 
**  receive,  gentlemen,  a  large  fum  every  year  out  of  the 
*«  revenue  of  the  forefts;  what  is  the  reafon  of  that?" 
«<  Sire,  it  is  a  legacy  of  the  tail  dukes  cf  Cleves^  and  we 
*<  are  obliged  to  fay  (b  many  dead  maiTes  for  ihem,  to  get 
•«  their  fouls  out  of  purgatory."  **  My  poor  coufins  !  they 
<*  flay  a  long  time  in  purgatory.  Could  not  you  tell  me 
«*  whether  they  will  foon  come  out  of  it  ?"  •*  Not  predffljy 
*'  fire  ;  but,  the  moment  they  do  efcape,  I  (hall  not  fail  to 
'*  fend  an  exprefs  to  Potzdam  to  inform  your  majefty." 

The  king  burft  into  a  fit  of  laughter;  and,  turning  to 
the  pre&dent,  iaid,  <<  There  is  nothing  to  be  noade  of  this 
**  man  \  he  has  certainly  ftudied  among  the  Jefuits." 


A  reduced  officer,  who  had  ferved  as  a  brave  nian  in  qua- 
lity of  lieutenant-colonel  during  the  feven<»years  war,  at* 
tended  every  day  in  (he  king's  anti-cHamber  to  demand  a 
penfion.  The  king  had  often  faid  to  him,  "  Hove  a  little 
*'  pGtnncey  J  cannot  yet  do  any  thing  for  you"  The  officer  did 
not  give  up  the  point,  but,  wbcre-ever  he  could  find  the  king, 
beficged  him  wiih  his  demands.  Frederick^  wearied  with 
this  importunity,  ordered  him  to  be  lefufed^idmiffion  for  the 
future.  In  the  mean  while  there  ^appeared  a  moft  violent 
fatire  againfl  the  king;  and  JbVederick,  contrary  to  bis 
ufualforbcarance,  offered  fifty  louis-d*or  to  any  perfon  who 
ihould  difcover  the  author.  The  next  day  the  lieutenant- 
colonel  prcfents  himfelf  atthe  palace,  and  is  rcfufed  entrance. 
He  infifts  upon  not  being  excluded,'  declaring  that  he  has 
fomething  of  importance  to  communicate  to  bis  majefty. 
He  is  announced,  therefore,  and  f  ntcrs.     «  Jiav^  I  not  el- 

«<  ready 
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•<  rM^tMytu;'  taricuias  Frederick  on  feehig«m,  **  tiM 
^*i€amjBnmbingaff^imf9ry9mr'  «Idafiqea&wtt 
"  things"  replies  the  officer.  ««  But,  your  maj<%  fcas  proi 
*'  «ifed£fs]r  kMis  t»  sny  perfen  ifdio  fliaH  difcovcr  tht  author 
**  of  the  iiew>|igni)phkc  written  agaitift  you ;  I  am  the  ku- 
**  thor,  Punifli  the  criminal,  but  pay  that  money  to  my 
«  wife,  that  (he  may  get  bread  for  her  unhappy  children/* 
**  Tht  i}etttl  Okf&unJ  you  r  fays  the  king,  «  you  JhaUgo  U 
**  9fnn4dky  "  Sire,  I  bibmit  to  whatfocvtr  your  majefty 
<*  thinks  fit  to  order  rdpeAing  me  ;  but  pay  the  fifty  louis.** 
*♦  i«  an  hour's  tiiM  your  wife  Ihal!  have  them.  Stop  a  mO- 
**  ment^^  The  king  fits  down  to  a  table,  writes  a  letter, 
and  gires  it  to  the  officer,  laying,  «  You  will  deliver  this 
*«.ktt»r  4o  the  OMamand^ht  of  Spandao,  and  tell  him  I 
««  forbid  him  to  open  it  before  dinner."  After  this,  he 
orders  the  officer  to  he  conduded  to  Spandau.  He  arrives, 
prefeim  the  letter  to  the  commandant,  and  tells  him  the 
kiii^*«  order.  Dutiiig  the  dinner;  the  poor  man  remained 
wider  Ae  mofl:  dreadful  apprehenfions.  At  Ictigth,  the  letter 
■is  iDpened,  and  the  commandant  reads  as  follows : 

<•  The  bearer  of  this  letter  is  named  commandant  of  the 
**  fortrefs  of  Spandau.  His  wife  and  children  fhall  be  with 
'*  him  in  a  few  hours  with  fifty  louis.  The  late  commandaat 
*'  of  Spandau  will  repair  to  Berlin,  where  a  better  place  is 
"  deftined  for  him.**  iet  the  reader  judge  4)f  their  mutual 
furprizc  ! 


The  king  faw  one  day  from  his  window  a  number  of  ' 
people  reJading  a  paper  that  was  pafted  up,  and  direfted  one 
of  his  pages  to  fee  what  were  its  contents.  The  page,  op 
his  return,  tells  him  that  it  is  a  fatirical  writing  againfl 
his  perfon.  *<  Tt  it  ton  high**  fays  he ;  "  go  and  take  it  down^ 
**  cFftd  place  it  loiver^  that  they  may  read  it  more  at  their  eafe.\* 

I  i  4  A  libel 
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A.Iib^I  badbeenjuft  publiQi^  agafiift  the  ktiig,  'wken  a 
inan  in  office^  with  .more  pride  than  jiidgfiient«  thought  proper 
to  complain  of  fome  critictfmt  on  bis  works«  The  king 
replied  to  biip,  **  What  tbi  dpvil!  d$  j§u  uh  it  Jnto  your 
f*  bead,  Ukiwifit  U  turn  firiiblir^  %vhm  ycu  have  fo  many 
•*  ^tbtr  things  to  mindV^   . 


Nothing  was  more  truly  comic  than  the  z«al  with  which 
the  king's  civil  ofScers  exercire4  their  fundions  when  they 
had  extorted  fome  order  frpm  him  againft  the  liberty  .of  the 
prcfs.  A  fort  of  attorney -geoeral,  called  the  FifealGimral 
in  the  king's  dominions,  ^fter  a  publication  of  thi^  nature, 
wifhing  to  (hew  that  be  underflood  bis  trade,  comoienceda 
profecution  ag^inft  the  author  of  a  German  work  entitled 
The  Greedy  Dog.  The  good  magiftr.atp  .pretended  that  the 
dog  could  be  meant  only  fpr  the  king,h)^felf,  .Th?  p/ofe- 
cutton  went  on,  and  the  grave  magiftrs^tes  we^re  00  t})e  point 
of  condemning  the  author  of  Hhe  Greedy  Dog^  »s  guilty 
lafa  majejiatis^  when  a  hunter  after  old  books  cams  tp  lodge 
a  complaint  againft  the  author,  aflcrting  tM  hp  was  the 
perfun  defignated  by  7he  Greedy  Pog.  The  king  laughed 
heartily  at  the  adventure,  and  begged  the  fifcal^  in  future, 
not  to  be  fo  alert  in  applying  to  him  all  th(?  iiodftnfe  which 
might  be  writtcut 


During  the  war,  when  on  any  difficult  march,  Frederick 
generally  went  a  foot-pace  in  themidft  of  his  foldiers,  whom 
he  encouraged  by  entering  into  familiar  converfation  with 
them.  Op.ce,  when  the  army  were  greatly  fatigued,  he 
made  them  continue  their  march  early  in  the  morning,  in  ^ 
heavy  rain  mixed  with  fnow,  and  through  roads  almoft  iro- 
paflable.  Difcovering,  by  the  face«  apd  the  filence  of  the 
foldiers,  that  they  were  not  too  well  fatisfied  with  him,  he 
put  bimfelf  at  their  h^ad,  and  proceeded  at  the  tame  pace 

with 
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widi  tea.  AtermafcUsg  thus  in  ficiice  for  a  few  ?ni« 
niitet,  be  foddeoly  tumad  about  to  bit  feidien,  and  or* 
claimed,  ^.  Ctme  ^Jmtg^.  wtf  frmtis  i  wmrA!  If  «r  wen  m 
^^/ii  rf  ijfbaimaU  mJkrHmis^  we  imghi  una  te' Jbtrng  im  wr 
<^  ni^-^ffwn  hj  a  wmm  JUm ;  Jitf,  remimbir  tktt  w  an 
^^  m€n^W€ar€fil£ers.    MmnbV* 


A  major-general  in  the  Pniffian  ferrice,  of  the  greateft 
talents  and  merit,  was  conllantly  talking  of  liberty  and  the 
humiliating  chains  of  defpotifm.  The  king  wrote  to  him, 
•<  Mmjiiur  tie  mejer-generalj  I  beg  you  will  no  Umger  aS 
^«  BrtOus  m  mf  fteOet^  etberwife  J  jbeJlbe  eUiged  te  cenffhre 
*'  Qgaiifiyemr  EbertyJ* 


The  king,  reading  once  in  a  newfpaper,  that  Bahrdt,  a 
dodor  in  theology,  had  been  called  to  Halle,  with  a  falary  of 
4000  crowns  a  year,  exclaimed,  ««  What!  4000  crowns  to  a 
*'  do^or  ef  divinity  !  that  is  rather  too  much  :'*  and  he  imme- 
diately wrote  to  his  minifter  de  2^itz,  <<  That  he  had  read 
<<  in  a  newfpaper,  that  a  certain  Dodor  Bahrdt  was  invited 
^<  CO  Halle  on  a  falary  of  4O00  crowns,  and  it  feemed  as  if 
^«  be  ought  to  have  been  previoufly  confulted  in  the  affair.** 
Zedlitz^  piqued  at  the  king's  reproach,  without  entering 
into  any  explanation,  replied,  *<  That,  if  his  majefty 
^^  wiflied  to  make  him  refponfible  for  every  thing  the  news- 
^<  writers  thought  proper  to  advance,  he  found  himfelf  under 
^^  the  neceffity  of  declaring,  that  his  place  would  become 
(<  very  difagreeable  t6  him,  and  (hould  beg  leave  to  refign/' 
Frederick  fent  the  letter  back  to  the  minifter,  after  writing 
at  the  bottom,  •*  There  !  thin  !  there  is  no  harm  in  aJkingV* 


Frederick,  travelling  through  Holland  incognito  with  a 
man  of  the  name  of  Balby,  wanted  to  purchafe  a  very  high- 
priced  piftiire.    The  merchant  who  poflcflcd  this  mafter* 

piece 


^kce  <sf  ^Hc  aBU  «ftcr  teying  Atfte  ^»m  hclail  to  fao^  faid, 
««  They  wefc  lidt  pW)pIc  tofiqr  for  fuck  ^  JM:«}6ifitioii,  at  a 
^^p««c  bcyto*Mrl»tihe  king ^f  Eoted  ana  Ac -teii^eror 
«' bad  rrfuftd  ID  <5t¥cw'*-  «^GrjKii«isB»yBfi  P'  «ays  Bl*y, 
«{ia  rage*,  *«  whyin^yAot  wtht»c  a  Qo^aiSon  fttM  a 
««  king  too,"  naming  the  kii\gtif  KruiBa.  OAtbif  the  good 
Dutchman  changed  his  tone.  •«  God  prercnrc  me,"  %« 
ket  "irom  ielllng^mf  piAiifc*)  ibat  athwft  king  !  I  Will 
<^  iipt  contribute  to  ^hefatiefa^lcA^Qf  a  mjA  ^ditifbdietfli 
"inGop." 

On  qaitting  the  >Bicrchttilt,  the  king  w^ot  to  the  Caethatkge, 
and  ordered  Balby  to  qgeftion  the  merdiatitsfcfpcaing  com- 
merce, and  likcwifc  what  they  thought  «rf  the  ■dMS^cnccs 
between  Pruffia  and  Saxoay.  The  firft  to  whom  he  addrcffcd 
himfelf,  -faid,  «  That  the  king  was  greatly,  in  t|ie  wrong, 
*«  and  mutt  have  loft  his  fcnfcs  j  for  he  ii^ured  hioffilf  infi- 
««  nitely  more  jthan  Saxony."  Frederick,  vrhp  wiflied  to 
>iear  no  more^  polled  Balby  by  the  fleeve,  and  they  walked 
away. 

A  young  officer  fometimes  quitted  hils  uniform,  though 
iiich  a  deviadoD  from  military  dreis  was  feverdy  ^rohibitedi 
and  put  on  a  green  coat  to  go  on  parties  of  plcafore.  Ima- 
^ning  the  king  was  abfent,  he  went,  thus  elad,  to  walk 
with  his  miiinefs  in  the  gardens  of  Sans-Soaci.  At  the 
winding  of  an  alley,  howeveir,  be  perceives  the  king,  who 
xiiftinguiAied  him  'by  his  r^imental  fword,  which  be  bad 
imprudently  put  on.  **  Who  are  y«u/ /"  fays  Frederick  to 
him.  *^  5i>^,''  Teplks  the  yodng  nsan,  recoverilig  from  his 
fright,  **  /  am  an  joffictr^  iut  I  wn  vuatUng  btri  incogmto." 
The  king  laughed,  and  faid,  '*  Welly  welly  take  care  the  Itini 
•*  ^oes  not  fee  you  /'*  and  went  on. 


A  man,  accufed  of  a  criminal  intercourfe  wit^  his  daugh- 

ter, 
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ter,  Was  ^oiidanrnd  id  Ipfe  his  life.  The  Atttenee  being 
ieftc*t0  the  king  for  him  io  iign  «t»  he  wmte  UAlerneatfat 
«'  Xr  JR^>M  iefnwxttdtba  fix  it  bis  idaui^  ;*'  and  fini^ 
tenced  the  accufcd  to  ti  itw  tnpitflhsdmprifiMiiiient. 


At  t>e  'bftCll&<»f  Aofliach^  Frederick  6w  a  Fnench  gre- 
Jiadidf  ^f9li4ing,j>intfelf  wtlh  4iefpei<ate  imt^eiMdity  againft  a 
Pruffian  huflar  ;  and,  notwithftandijig  the  Mtde  hope  which 
be  ci^uld  ^j»certaf ti  ^  i&ffiftado^  refufing  Co  furrendtr^  and 
prefefcing  death  lo  -captivity.  The  kiog  approaches  the 
€ombataAit3>  and  cries  oat  f:o  the  Frenchman^  ^^  Bra^  fn* 
*«  natHerj^  any^u  invinciik?'*  "  Sin^**  replies  the  French- 
tt^n,  ^f  IJbfuUieinvi»cMff  if  ycu  were  wgf  tsmmaniUr" 


u 


One  of  the  king's  favourites,  being  oven^vdielmed  with 
debts  which  be  knew  not  how  to  pay,  ;it  length  devifeda  very 
fingular  method.  <<  Sire,"  he  ohferved  one  day  to  the  king, 
<'  yourmjefty  may  intake  my  forWie  wi Aout  putting  your- 
«*  fclf  ^to  even  the  finalleft  expcnce.'*  «  With  all  my  heart," 
fays  Frederick,  **  hot  how  !"  •«  You  rouft  be  (o  good  as  to 
^<  or€kr  Ephraim  the  Jew  tb  give  fne  his  daughter  In  iB2r«> 

riagc."  "  Are  you  mad  ?  would  you  n»arry  a  Jewefs  f*' 
**  Sire,  I  am  fo  deeply  finicten  with  this  grrl  and  her  louis- 
<'  d-or,  tb«t  I  fhaN  have  410  teft  iititil  I  poflefs  them."  Th«» 
^ing>  ^^  guefled  at  bis  vieiys,  gave  him  the  order.  The 
favourite  immediately  repairs  to  his  future  father*in«law's» 
prefents  the  royal  order,  and  infifts  on  marrying  the  girl 
upon  the  ipot.  Did  Ephraim,  tentfed,  4reprefents  to  him 
the  di&rence  of  religion,  and  the  impoffibiiity  of  giving  his 
daughter  lx>  a  Chriflian;  but  all  ia  vain,  the  favourite 
would  tiot  iiften  to  him.  At  length,  the  Jew  propofed  to 
accommodate  the  matter,  by  crf&ring  io»ooo  crowna.  H6 
was  fiill  deaf  to  his  folicitations,  and  anfwered  that  it  was 
the  girl  He  wanted.  He  offers  2O9OOO  ',  his  fon^in-iaw  was 
ftill  inexorable :  "  What !  renounce  the  happincfs  of  pof* 

feffing 


«« 
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*^  feffing  Mifs  Ephraim  for  20»ooo  crowns  !  that  is  not 
«  pbffiUe.''  '  The  Jew  now  moants  to  30,000,  znAtbum 
the  fum  6£  which  the  artful  lover  ftood  in  need.  Tbii 
propolition  appearing  rather  to  ftagger  his  refoiution,  the 
prayers  and  intreaties  of  the  Jew- at  length  prevailed  upoQ 
him,  and  he  conAnlcd  to  reKnquifli  the  iEair  Ifradite.  Tbe 
money  was  paidj  and  the  king  laughed  heartily  with  bis  fa- 
vourite at  tbe  adventure. 

The 'hero  ^  this  anecdote  is  faid  to  be  ^miHisMia. 
If  fo,  fome  ejicufe  may  be  mride  for  the  king,  when  were- 
-lied  that  if  ^as  this  Ephraim  who  was  employed  in  the  ma- 
iSagement  and  circulation  of  the  Pruffian  bafe  money  du 
the  war  of  feven  years.  Frederick,  therefore,  was  biil 
takjflg  his  revenge  of  the  Jew  through  the  medium  of  hii 
^vourite.  The  count  de  Guibert,  however,'  has  ioncwdl 
not  to  infert  this  anecdote  in  his  Eulogium  of  Frederick  IL 


One  of  Frederick's  fingularities  was,  that,  conftaodj 
after  the  month  of  June,  1737,  he  figned  himfelf  W« 
and  never  Frideric.  He  was  fond,  like  wife,  of  chanfinj 
names.  He  called  Suhm  his  dear  Diapbane  ;  Kaiferiing 
Ca/arhn  ;  Rheinfberg,  Rimujberg^  &c.  &x. 

When  a(kcd  for  money,  and  not  in  a  huniour  to  giveil 
be  wrote  a  few  words  in  the  margin,  as,  Non  haheoptmi(» 
or,  1  haw  mt  a  farthif^  lift\  or,  fomctimcs,  Iamaif\ 
as  yhh*  •    ■ 


A  corporal  of  tthe  guards,  remarkable  for  much  vanir 
but  extremely  brave,  ufcd  to  wear  a  watch-chain  attacbedi 
a  muiket-bali  in  his  fob,  being  unable  to  buy  a  watch.  Tl 
king,  cbufing  to  joke  with  himgneday^  obferved  to  hii 
•^  Corporal,  you  are  a  good  oeconomift  to  have  been  able 
««  buy  a  watch  :  it  is  fix  by  my  watch>  tell  me  what  o'cloi 
*«  it  is  by  yours."*  The  foldier,  gueffing  the  king's  intt 
tion,  draws  bis  ball  out  of  bis  fob,  faying,    «*  Sire,  ij 

«« van 
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*^  watch  informs  me  not  whether  it  be  five  or  fix  o'clock  i . 
"  but  it  reminds  me,  every  moment,  that  it  is  my  duty  to. 
*<dic  for  your  majefty."     «  There!  friend^*  anfwcred  the 
king,   much  sj^efied ;  ^*  take  this  watch  ^  that  you  may  fee  the 
"  houTy  Ukiwijiy  in  which  you  are  to  die  for  meJ^     The  prc- 
fent  was  fet  round. with  diamonds. 


At  the  fiege  of  Schweidnitz^  the  king»  defirous  of  being 
blooded  in  the  open  field,  aflced  for  a  furgeon,  who  was 
condttded  into  his  prefence.  He  difmounts,  takes  off  his 
coat,  feats  himielf  on  a  mound  of  earth,  and  the  furgeon 
performs  the  operation.  The  blood  was  already  fpouting, 
when  a  bomb  £ell  a  few  paces  from  him,  covering  both  him 
and  the  operator  with  earth.  The  latter  runs  away  with 
the  utmoft  precipitation,  and  leaves  the  king  in  this  con- 
dition. Frederick,  without  fhewing  the  leaft  fear,  calls  him 
back,  crying  out,  •*  Tie  up  my  arm,  at  leaft."  At  length, 
being  frequently  called,  and,  fometimes,  menaced  by  the 
^iog,jhe  furgeon  approaches  him  all  trembling.  ^^Tbou 
^^  art  a  valiant  fellow T*  obferved  the  former;  ^^  Make 
•«  hq/ie  /"  The  furgeon,  half  dead  with  fear,  obeys,  and 
Frederick,  mounting  his  horfe,  continued  his  ride  perfectly 
at  eafe. 


In  one  of  his  annual  excurfions,  Frederick  found,  at  the 
gate  of  a  little  town,  a  man  who  made  him  a  great  many 
bows.  "  Who  arc  you  ?**  **  Sire,  I  am  the  burgomafter 
"  and  infpcflor  of  the  manufadories  of  this  town."  **  Ah ! 
"  how  many  manufafiories  have  you  here?"  The  burgo^- 
mafter  named  them  all,  and  afiured  him  that  they  were  in 
the  bcft  ftate.  *'  I  am  very  glad  of  it,"  fays  the  king  i 
"  but,  tell  me,  how  many  threads  are  employed  for  the 
*«  chain,  and  how  many  for  the  web  ?"  The  poor  infpedor, 
not  expefl/ng  fuch  a  queftion,  was  at  a  lofs  for  a  reply, 
and  remained  confufed,   without  uttering  a  fingle  word. 

«4  rou 
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•^  Tou  ana  hUdthtad^  anfwers  the  kings  ^g^mi  hern  U 
**  hww  what  concerns  numuftt€Hirts!^ 

A  peafant  and  his  wrfe  one*  ixf  p'refeiited  a-  itiemdruttcr 
the  king.  After  infurnting  bim(elf  of  the  afiail:,  beoMerved 
to  them,  "  You  muft  apply  to  the  chamber,'*  **  We  have 
««  been  there  already,'*  rcpircd  the  peafant.  "  In  that  cafe," 
added  the  king,  ^  i  can  do  nothing  for  you.**  <*  Cmb#  Ohn^ 
faid  the  peaTunt  to  his  wife,  **  dm't  you  JU  hi  Ihu  an-mdar* 
^^JlamSng  with  tbi  chambir  T*  The  kifig  laughed  very 
bcanily  at  this  fally)  and  took  tbeiir  mMBomt* 


Frederick,  one  day,  rang  his  bell,.  a«id<  no  perfdn  an(wercd. 
Opening  his  d'eor,  he  found  hi»  page  alleep  in-  an  arm-chair. 
He  advanced  towards  him,  and  wae  going  to-  awaken  him, 
when  he  perceived  a  part  of  a  letter  projeding  beyond  his 
pocket.  Curious  to  know  the  contents,  he-read  it.  It  was 
written  by  the  mother  of  the  young  man,  who  thanked  him 
for  fending  her  a  part  of  hi^  wages  to  coiiif(M  her  in  her  iii* 
ftry ;  and  fhe  concluded  with  the  declaratioa  that  Gbdwould 
Uefs  him  for  this  good  condu£t.  The  king,  after  reading  it, 
returned,  foftly,  into  his  chamber,  took  a  rouleau  of  ducat?, 
and  flipped  it,  with  the  letter,  into  the  page's  pocket.  Go* 
ing  back  into  his  room,  he  now  rang  fo  hard  that  the  page 
awaked,  and' came  to  him.  **  Tou  have Jlept  weH,^*  fays  the 
king.  The  page  attempted  to  excufe  himfclf.  During  his 
embarraflment,  he  accidentally  put  his  hand  ihto  hispock:r, 
and  felt,  with  affonifhment,  the  rouleau.  He  takes  it  out, 
turns  paTe,  and  looks  ae  the  king,  burfting,  at  the  famcj 
time,  into  a  flood  of  tears,  without  being  able  to  fay  a  word,] 
*«  What  is  that  ?"  obferves  the  king  ;  «  what  is  rhe  mattei 
**  with  you  ?•*  «  Ah  !  firc,*^  exclaimed  the  youth,  throwing 
himfelf  on  his  knees,  ♦*  fome  perfon  wants  to  ruin^  me : 
••  cannot  account  for  money  which  I  find  iti  my  pocket* 
"  Mj  young  friend^'*  anfvrers  Frederick,  *•  God  often  fends  kt 
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^^  gad  fmawmimiitgwr  Jimp.    Ttwfnst  Aaf  u  fgatr  motier^ 
^fakn^bn  mtmypafU^  ai^  affur^  b0r  that  I  will  takt  u»e  ^ 

M.  Sagel  kas  takm  froiirlhis  amcdotc  the  iu^oBt  of  liift. 
UtAr  dmtt,  cncHted,  Tbt^Pt^. 

The  king  generally  faluted  everj  perfoq  whom  he  met. 
He  was,  one  (h^,  complaining  at  table,  that,,  when  at  Berlin^ 
he  was  obliged  always  to  have  his.  hat  in  hU  hand.  Baroii 
de  Pgclnit*  replied,  ^^But^firty  whjfoluU  all^hfahtUyouf** 
**  And  why  mtt*  ailfwercd  the  king  j  *•  are  tbqt  not  all  nun 
« liii  usr' 


A  profefibr  of  Ha]le,  called  Eberbard^  wa,^  named  to.  the 
living  of  Charlottenhouf g  by  tbe  fuperior  coixfiftory; ;  but 
the  inhabitants,  who  had  caft  theii:  eyeii  upon  another,  pro*' 
tefted  againft  thia  nomination,  under  i»eteKt  that  £beiliard 
had  written  an  Afologyfir  Socrates.  The  confiftocy  reje^« 
ing  their  repreientations,  they  addrefied  tbemielves  to  th^ 
king,  faying,  that  they  could  not  truft  the  caxe  of  their  fouls 
to  a  man,  who  maintained,  in  a  public  writing,  that  So- 
crates, that  abominable  heathen,  was  laved*  Frederick  an* 
f wercd : 

<'  //  h  w}  will  tkat  Sxrat^JbeuU  hfaved^  and  that  Eisr- 
*•  bard  In  jowr  eurau!* 

During  one  of  bis  journies  into  Wefiphalia,*  Frederick 
changed  horfes  at  Schauen,  a  village  forming  part  of  an  in- 
dependent county*  MonfUur  U  eomti  eame  in  great  cere- 
mony to  compliment  the  king,  faying  that  be  was  rejoiad 
Ufee  bis  nuqeftj  on  bis  territory^  The  king  made  qp  reply, 
but  faid  laughingly  to  his  attendants,  ^'  Ihre  is  a  muting 
•*  tf  tiu9  fiverei^ns  /" 

The 
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The  following  is  a  ftriking  example  of  Frederidc's  feve^ 
rity  reijpefiing  all  points  connefled  with  military  fubotdim^ 
tion.  A  private  foIdler»  of  the  battalion  of  guards^  was  fa 
£uniliar  with  the  king  as  to  have  free  accefs  to  his  chamber 
without  being  announced.  Of  this  liberty  he,  frequently 
availed  himfelf  to  afk  money  of  the  king^  which  he  gene* 
rally  fpent  at  the  alehoufe.  When  the  king  refufed  bim 
what  he  demanded,  faying  he  had  no  money,  the  foldiet 
ufed  to  reply,  **  Fritz  !  bok  in  your  Uatbern  purfi^  you  will 
•«  always  find  a  fiW  ducats  lift.**  This  foldicr  being  one  day 
on  guard,  had  a  difpute  with  his  officer,  and  prefented  his 
bayonet,  as  if  with  a  defign  to  flab  him.  The  officer  put 
bim  under  arreft,  and  reported  the  offisnce  to  the  king,  who 
ordered  him  to  be  tried.  The  council  of  war  condemned 
bim  to  die,  and  the  fentence  being  laid  before  the  king,  he 
figned  it  without  uttering  a  iingle  word.  Every  perfon  ima* 
gined  that  he  would  have  been  pardoned,  and  the  unhappy 
man  himfelf  was  fo  perfuaded  of  it,  that  he  would  not  pre- 
pare for  death,  but,  to  the  very  moment  of  his  .execution, 
thought  it  was  only  intended  to  punifh  him  by  falutary  ter- 
ror.   He  was  deceived,  and  fuffercd  death. 

The  ftates  of  Valangin  had  depofed  one  of  their  minifiers 
for  preaching  againft  the  eternal  pains  of  hell.  The  prieft 
addreffed  the  king,  who  immediately  ordered  them  to  re- 
ilore  him,  recommending  toleration  to  bis  judges.  The 
latter  fent  a  long  and  pompous  memorial  to  the  king ;  io 
which  they  reprefentcd.  That  it  was  impoffible  to  reftorc  the 
faid  paftor,  as  the  people  were  determined  not  tp  bear  of  the 
diminution  of  the  pains  of  hell.  Frederick,  who  felt  the  fo- 
lidity  of  their  reafoning,  but  did  not  like  to  revoke  his  or- 
ders, retwned  their  memorial,  after  writing  underneath  it : 

*<  If  my  JuhjeSfs  of  Valangin  wijh  to  ht  ittrnally  damned^  I 
**  have  nothing  to  fay  ogainfl  it^ 

-  *'  FR£OfiRlCK." 

Fic. 
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Fr^ckrick  wdl  knew  that  nobility  beftows  neither  virtue 
nor  talents,  and,  in  general,  laughed  at  tbofe  idle  preroga<» 
lives  conferred  by  hazard  and  engendered  by  barbarifni  in 
the  darker  ages.  Yet,  from  politicsil  reatons,  he  would  not 
fufFer  the  other  clafles  to  be  officers  in  his  troops,  fame  few- 
corps  excepted.  Wh^n,  at  the  reviews,  he  favv  any  new 
officers,  he  aflced  them  their  names,  and  if  they  were  not 
noble,  nor  able  to  give  an  account  of  their  family,  he  gave 
them  a  flight  touch  of  his  cane  on  their  fhoulders,  and  dif- 
mifled  them»  Sometimes  he  ennobled  them  when  he  difco- 
vered  an  exemplary  inftance  of  their  laudable  behaviour. 


A  young  officer,  whom  the  king  wanted  to  difmifs  in  this 
manner  at  a  review,  faying,  **  Tou  Art  mi  noble ^*  replied, 
with  great  coolnefs,  *^  Sire,  the  emperor  Rodolph-II.  threatened 
'*  to  impofe  a  fine  of  ten  gold  marks  on  whoever  (hould 
««  doubt  the  nobility  of  my  houfe,"  **  Ah !  in  that  cafe^** 
replied  the  king  as  he  pafiedon,  "  I  am  your  humhie  Jervant  \ 
*«  /  hffOi  m  money  at  frefentJ* 

A  young  officer  paffing  in  review,  the  king  afked  him  who 
was  his  father.  The  young  man  told  htm  his  name.  Fre-;. 
derick,  becoming  angry,  obferved,  **  He  is  not  noble !"  and 
then  gave  him  the  ufual  little  flroke  with  hit  cane,  and  dif- 
mifTed  him  with  contempt.  Some  time  after,  learning,  how- 
ever, from  the  general,  that  he  was  of  an  ancient  family^ 
he  fent  faim-^to  Cavalfki,  a  regiment  of  ptmi/hmentj/ 


The  king  faid  one  day  at  table,  **  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  affign 
**  the  reafon,  but  all  the  plebeian  officers  of  my  troops  are- 
**  good  for  nothing,  even  when  I  ennoble  them.'*  *«  And 
«*  yet,  fixcy*'  replied  one  of  the  company,  *«  we  have  colonel 

••  R ''     «  Jf^eJi,"  anfwered  Frederick,  peefifhly,  '^  /* 

•*  is  of  an  ancient  houfe  j  /  knew  that  better  than  you.^'    Yet  be 
Vol.11.    •  Kk  bsii 


had  been  rktnify  emmbledii  hut  Wtc^ifik  fKi  not  lijpe  ttr 
ajppear  tn  tte  wf ofig» 

A  tsm^  whp  boif  rfimfered  gfcu  fcfv^ef  to  tiie  Kiag  in  ^ 
ctvil  emplojriaeart  Feqaefted  tlutt  prince  to  gM'fS  bi«i  Iette(» 
of  nobility,  frederisk  wrote  under  ftbe  pctitign,  5*  i/#«A 
^  »9/  beam  mUt  h  ibt  pm^  but  bf  tt^Jwd^"  ?rcdaicL 
fliottid  have  added---*m  Pruffi^. 

Predbricfct  one  dkiy,.  looking  out  of  Iho  iiiil|do\i^  pffceivoi 
one  of  hit  pages  take  a  pinch  of  fnuff  froip  J)is  bqs^.  wbicti 
was  lying  on  the  table.  He  did^  ant  interrupt  himr  but^oQ 
Qoming  from  the  window,  faid^  **  Is  tbi«  ftittff-box  to  your 
•*  ulte  f '•  The.  page,  afliatncd,  did  not  l^aow  what  (9  anfwer. 
Frederick  repeated  the  qucftion^  and  th^  page  obCurving  at 
Itngtb  that  he  thought  it  very  jhandfome^  ^'  U^ill  tbm^' k-^ 
pUed  the  king,  *<  iake  ilj  ii  k  not  hrgt  stw^ffr  tm.^* 

Frederick  never  fuffered  the  fowiUea  liberty  to^bctakeir 
ivith  the  memory  of  the  king  his  father,  in  his  prefence. 
ifearing  one  day  that  there  was.  at)  old  invalid  at  Potzckm 
who  had  ferved^  under  his  grand&tber  Fd^dedefc  h  be  fent 
for  him^  talked  about  his  father  apAgavidfatber,  aod  ex- 
tended the  converfation  to  st  confiderablo  taogtb. .  The  oU 
man^  encouraged  by  this  a£ibility»  and  deiurQua  ofamufing 
the  king,  faidto  hinfy  <«  Sire,  I  nmift  tell  your  majefty  a  pks* 
«  fentry  of  the  king  yonr  ftthes,  whelionly  prince  roj^* 
^  Going  one  dxy  from  BerUn  to  Potzdam  with  the  prince  of 
^^  Deflau,  on  the  road  they  faw  a  flhtpheed  fleeping  bylii^ 
•S  flbcjcy  and  amu£ed  thenvfelves  vrith  cutting  o^*  tb«^  tails  ot 
M  hi«  cows.'"  «*  Thai  is  noitna^^'  faya  the  king  with  a  feriouJ 
altr,  and,  turning  to  pne  of  his  atteodanta,  having  faid»;^'  Gi^ 
«<  the  man  Un crounu^''  he  inftantly  withdrew. 


l^ff^diaick  very  bigMf  rdlpaded  the  memory  of  the  Great 
Eiefior  Frederick- WiUumit  and  conQdjfited  him  as  the  grc^tef^ 
ffince  of  his  houfe.  Wbea  the  ancient  cathedral  V4s  de- 
molii^edy  the  cofins  of  aU  the  pr&ates  .of  ibe  rojal  houfip 
were  nmawtd  into  the  MfW  cathedcah  Oa  this  ocealioa 
Frederick  had  that  of  the  Oreai  Eie^r  opened^  andt  repairing 
fo  the  churchy,  accompanied  only  by  two  aides-^de^caoap,  con* 
temphMiibr  iome  time  the  boify  of  that  prince  without  ut- 
tering a  ^ord,  Tear^  fooo  came  into  his  eyes  :  he  took  the 
corpfc  by  the  haBd»  aUdt  l^rniog  t&wards  thnfe  who  were  pre- 
fent,  faidio  them  with  tesderaeb,  ^^Gmiimemt  tbea^tom 


The  king  held  w<ei»en  but  in  litde  eftimation,  calling  them 
in  geaend  pefg  wkhmi  krrnns^  in  ccmparifon  of  the  quecfi 
his  mother,  and  thie  co«otefs  de  Camas.  He  often  faid  that 
many  of  the  mirfort«in^  of  fociety  arofit  frodi  the  bad  cdii-^ 
cation  given  to  the  women  $  nor  was  he  altogether  in  the 
Wrong.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  why  do  we  men  fo  often 
prefer-on  elegant  ideot,  to  a  modeft  aodfenilble  woman  i 


When  Frederick  r^  on  horfcback  through  the  ft^eet$, 
he  was  always  furrounded  by  a  troop  of  blackguards,  who 
exhibited  all  foris  of  (Boolcey  tricks.  Some  thiew  their  hats 
into  the  air  before  him,  vrkh  loud  huzzas  ;  others  were  en« 
gaged  in  wiping  the  duft  from  his  boots,  or  patting  his  horfcf 
and  many  of  them  cried,  «*  G§0dHl^^  Friiz^  our  ufyrtby  Fritz! 
<^  Long  Uve  Frit%r  Frederick  fuffered  this  emertatnment  of 
the  mob  for  hours  tether,  and  when  they  ftruck  his  horfe 
fo  as  iQ  make  him  curvet,  he  contented  himielf  with  faying, 
**  Oit  iiH  rftb$  w^r*  and  he  quietly  continued  his  ride. 

The  principal  mafler  of  Frederick's  mufic  was  Heine,  the 
organift  of  the  cathedial.  He  bad  taught  him  to  play  the 
barpiichor4,  and  v^^  a  great  favourite  Qf  Frederick.    I^ipe 

Kka     ^  had 
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liad  a  ract>  whom  the  king,  act  the  beginning  of  hi's  reign, 
iirhned  iherecdirerof  cxcife  at  Rtrppia,  Tbis  foiY«  wbe 
was  a  libertine,  got  m  debt,  and,  at  length,  embezzkd  tbe 
government  money  which  he  received.'  As  foon  as  the  kiog 
heard  this  news,  he  font  for  the  father  to'  Potz^m,  anrfthe 
^oor  man  in  dcTpair  expe£ted  the  bittercft  repfoat^hes.  The 
king,  however,  received  him  in  the' moft  gracious- toaiiBcr, 
enquired  after  his  health,  and  talked' to  him  of  the  Jiew 
operas.  After  fomc  time  he  obftrved,  •*  B«/,  whb  refpeS  h 
**  this  fan  of  y9urs\  he  gives  y9U  itgtkai  dial  ef  tminftntfs,  Ijn 
^<  very  well  that  the  young  mortis  not  kaUuHited  to  be  a  cafb-keef- 
•*/r;  I  will  give  him  onother  place  \  teHhimUbe  boneJiJ'-'  Fit- 
derick  kept  his  word.  PoorHeine  was  fo  enchanted  with 
the  bencffcence  of  the  king,  that,  on  calling  on  Sidon  the 
'mafter  of  the  chapel  to  tell  him  inr>^at  had  happened,  he 
threw  his  large  wig  mto  the  mfddle^of  the  room  for  joy, 
crying,  ♦«  Never  was  f  here  fo  good  a-kin'g  on  earthy  Long  /m 
'*^  tbe  king!'''  '    '       ' 


f'rederick  fometimes  conceived   paffticular  antipathies  to 

certain  perfons,  which  werrnortoo  philofophical.     A  man 

'of  the  name  of  Hiiber,  who*- ha4' taught  king  Frederick- 

'William  I.  to  paint,  was' ordercid  by  that  prince  to  execute 

•  a  portrait  of  Fredeficfc.    Thd  latter,  who  never  (kt  for  bii 
pifture  but  once  to  Vanloo,  rcfufcd  to-  comply  with  his  &- 

'  ther's  wilhcs.    The  king  grew  angry,-  and  obedience  became 
jndifpenfaHe.    At  length  Frederidk  fit§  down  for  a  momcot, 

*  takes  his  flute,  and  plays  a  fhort  overture  r  then,  ftartiogup 
'  briflcly,  fays  to  Hober,  **  Now,  you  muft  tell  the  king  I 
«.••  have  given  you  a  fitting.**    Though  poor  Huber  was  pcf- 

fe£^ly  innocent  in  all  this,  the  king  could  never  bear  him  froln 

that  moment.     He  bad^  penfion  of  600  crowns  from  Fre- 

'  dcrick-Wiriiam,  one  l|alf  of  which  Frederick  retrenched  on 

*^  his  ^eceflion  to  the  throne.     This  tfuber,  with  Harper  and 

Rode,  peirited  the  Japanefe  palace  at^NUis-^Souci^  ^fcerthe 

^'  **  ^       .  defigns 


F    R  *    D    E  It    I    CK^  II.  '  ^r 

Mgns  of  Le  Suear/^afld  thethrCef  areifts  plit  tiieir  names  aC 
the  bottom  of  thcfe  paiiicings.    As  (bon  aitfae  king  faw  that^ 
ofHubcr,  he  faid,  "  TVbat  does  all  that  mean?   Huher?  ./ 
"  know  ^0  painted  that\  efface  bit  name**    The  other  two 
were  fulltred  to  remsdnl    '       '    '  *         '  •  '    .  .    ^  * 


When  he  lira  toM  of  Hubfef's  death,  «  flPHfe  it  thai  Ha^' 
^berf**  fald  he.  They  ahflwwed  fRat  hd  wtfi  one  of  the 
court  painters,  appomled  by  the  king  his  fether«  ^S  /  donW^ 
**  ^«w«^  A/m,"  replied  the  king ;  **  he' is  ceriaintf^fimt'  dtiuber^ 
^^viU  faineedeeaeh  d^^n  after  nature y  •' 


The  ^rtraita  of  JViderilfik  have  fome  traits  of  refemWance; 
btrt  the  painters  havetried  to  give  h}m  the  ai>of  an  hero,  and 
drawn  him  with  haggaVdeyes ;  whereas  nature  had  ftatnpecf 
upn  the  phyfiognomy  qf  that  prince  a  touch  of  amenity  and 
mlldnefs  which  no  painter  has'  b^en  able  to  exprefs. 


The  htt&r  who  ferved  the  king  towards  the  end  of  hii^ 
life,  had  bcena  furgeon.  Seeing  that  Frederick  was  fubjcft 
to  a  frequent  want  of  fleep,  and  that  the  remedies  which  hd 
took  did  him  no  good,  **  Sire,**  he  obferved,  ♦*  I  perceive 
"  very  clearly  that  the  bcft  phyfifcian  may  be  deceived.  I 
"  have  in  my  little  pharmacy  a  remedy  which  procures  fleep 
"and  creates  an  appetite.**  The  king  laughed,  and  faid,' 
**  Ah  !  ah  !  you  want  to  become  court  fhyjician^  Ifuppofe"  **  No,' 
'<  fire,**  replied  the  huflar,  <<  I  am  not  Ikilful  enough  for  that 
**  department,  but  1  wifli  to  have  the  glory  of  doing  what 
^'  the  whole  faculty  have  not  been  able  to  actolnplifli  in  fpit^ 
^  of  their  l6ng<:oAfulcation8.**  ••  Well,**  rejomed  the  king*, 
**  let  i»8  fee ;  I  will  try  your  arcanum  this  evenmg,  and  I  (hall 
•*  difccver  w4iether  you  are  an  ancient  or -a  modern  prophet.*' 
The  king  took  a  potion  given  to  fcim  by  the  huflar,  and  flept 
till  feven  in  the  morning.  «•  By  all  that's  facred,'*  exclaim- 
ed the  king  whenlie  awoke,  *«  this  is  what  you  may,  indeed  j 

K  k  3  **  call 


«•  ca|U  ikepii^;  you  art  an  efecUent  do^or."  Upon  thif 
occafioii)  be  p^eftol«d  Um»  hi^ar.wUli  afiMitf^bu  fuU  of  kitii 
tfor. 

A  peafant  called  Havenbrook  had  a  law^fuk  wiak  ODeMcr- 
tens  for  a  right  of  pafturage^  Jiavenbrook  gained  his  caufe^ 
but  Merittti,  fiftfoei  ^r  bia  defeat,  ft'Al  ^uptimiefl  to  ftwi  his 
cattle  to  graa^  in  Havcabrook*^  folds.  The  ladttr  (Klreard 
hU  foft»  a  yaaih  ^f  i^huMciH  to,  drtyc  eff  Mertena*  Tbcf 
had  a  diffiut#,  jcaoie  to  btowAi  aad  Merteos  faeeived  9 
ftroke  on  his  hcad»  of  wbi(;b  he  dM  upon  ibe  dciy  follovr- 
ing.  •   - 

.  Yanng  tfaTenbr^k  was  appitbendad^  brought  to  tml, 
ijftd  9oodemned  to  tbrf  e  yeara  imprifoneient  in  a  work-boufe» 
When  this  fcfiunec  w^idi  befece  Ae  ki«ig  £c>r coe&matio<i» 
be  wrote  pt^erneaib:  .  . 

<«  If  ypi^a^e  ju^geit  if  yea  erelearAedr  an<|  enl^biencd 
*<  counfellors,  you  ought  ta  hluib^it  having  pronounced  fucb 
^  t  &ntxB«e.  My  will  is,  ibaCf  aeeording  to  the  laws  of 
^  reafon  and  of  natiire,  yoimg  ffaveobfook  ibouU'  b^  bp* 
♦»  hpaded." 

This  fifgelar  fenbttice  k  oneof  thpfe  ftrokes  of 4iji^fi<)oo 
lirhich  charaScriae  the  ff^il^  eC'Fiedecick  for  iinivcs&l 
j^ay.  VM-  ^  judgas'  ^oii4aauMd  H^ivearbroel^  to  die* 
il  is  more  fib^e  prob^tS  tbet  Fredsrifk  ^Mi^id  ba?e  grnaied 
him  his  pardoc^lbyiAgt  '*  Have  you  any  (cminRbeottof  jufiict 
*f  or  buataAity^  to  qondofjin  to  death  a  mtd.  who  de&oM 
«^  the  property  which  y^eu  b^  feeuiad  to  butt,  ji^  ifho  enlf 
^^  fiew  the  other  su  yon  w^uI4  iUy  a  Rrf>b^  m  yeM  own  d<* 
V  fence/'  A^ftju,  decifiona  of  tl|U  nfture^  it  is  4K»t  aftoesfliing 
ibiit  fucb  coiifu&on  retgDed  jo  (be  tribHaats^of  f'ciiifliji.ufldtf 
iPie<)erick  tbe^pond.  To  wh^t  p^rpofe  ia  the  b^fi  code  oi 
Izwst  if  ^he  fi^^vereign  be  cpnft^atly  on  the  watehi£KVQppor« 
tunitiet  of  fhewing  himfelf  ^blcr  than  the  judges^  afid  if  be 
t^l^ei »  ple»ffir9  ia  ^anuUin^  their  «ioft  M^mn  femencea? 

The 


Thektttgj  iilliis^ifcfla  Wvfews,  had  Civ^af  times  lodged 
at  a  village  curitc*s^  withotit  bavrng  fcea  the  rtiaftcr  of  th«  ^ 
houfe.     One  da^,  being  tti  a  go^  humour,  kt  fent  fer 
hfm,  ^ 

**  How  do  yod  db,  curate?^— •«  Very tadly .*•—<«  Well ! 
"  well !  patience,  you  will  be  better  in  the  other  world/' — 
**  i  d6iht  ttot  ^ry  m'Uch ;  nay^  lam  tfraid  of  being  worfe." 
— **'HtJwls  th)itf*— ^iTt  tell  your  ihajefty,  rif  you  will  do* 
•*  me  the  favour  to  liftcn  to  me*'*  — "  Very  well,  let  us  fee, 
**kt  us  fee.**— **l  have  two  daughters,  thpee  fons,  and  a 
^'  fmadt  ecrfacy.    $  thought  I  difcov^ered  fome  talents  in  my 
*'  boys,  and  1  airi  not  miftaken.     I  expended  my  property  for 
"  theif  educfit'idn ;  I  fen<  thi§<h  ib  fchools  and  univerfities,  and 
**  therc'dHbuffcm^rftsliaye  thfoVh  ^e  into  debt.     My  chil- 
"  drcn  havfe'  ^cquired^^^  kndwledge,  brft  tbey  are  not  yet  ^ 
*^'pf6vi&€i  ffof,  HffdafA  i^naVle  to  return  me  what  I  have 
"*'  advanced  them.     The  revenues  of  my  living  have  dimi- 
**  nifhed  fnftead  of  augmenting 4   and,  what  is  worfe,  I  am 
**  turning  o\i^  and  fee  no  ptofped  of  paying  my  debts. 
**  Now,  if  t  die  without  fatisfying  my  creditors,  your  ma- 
■**  Jetfy  knows  tliat  I  am  a  man  damned  beyond  redemption.**^ 
-»"  To  fay  the  truth,  thsft  is  rather  unlucky  ;  I  will  relieve 
^*  you  from  this  alarming  fituation:    what  do   your  debts 
«  amount  to^"— **  To  800  crowns.**  — **  Til  pay  that,  if  yeu 
^^  will  prove  to  me  tha<  your  children  are  well  brought  up  2 
<<  and  theft  1^1  takecare  of  thern^  and  augment  your  income.. 
"  fiut  where-are  your  daughters?'*—"  I  always  fend  them 
*^  to  the  town,  wh^  your  majeffy  comes  here  with  your 
**Wtinue.*'— "  Ahl    ahl    that  is  v«ry  wifely  done.      Let. 
*«  them  come  and  lee  me  <o-morr6W.*^ 

The  next  day  the  kNig  had  forgotten  the  girls,  who  pre- 
fent^d  themfelvesiand infifted  upon  being  introducedin  fpite 
of  the  oppofition  Of'the  fervants,  to  whom  they  declared  that 
tiie  king  had  fent  for  them.     Frederick  entered  into  a  lonj 

K  k  4  con- 


cooverfation  with  them,  lent  for  a  millineri  bought  them 
Teveral  tf  ifles^  and  made  each  of  tbem  a  Utde  prefent  in  mo- 
ney. The  cuxatc's  fona,  who,  in  fafl,  were  very  well 
brought  up,  obtained  places ;  the  daughters  were  provided 
with  hufbands;  and  the  king  faid  laughingly,  *^  J  boos  modi 
♦<  apru/i.ba^y  b9tb  in  this  worU  and  the  nnetJ* 


A  priefty  not  content  with  his  falary,  begged  the  Icing  to 
order  him  to  be  paid  in  corn  ioftead  of  money*  Frederick 
anfwered : 

**  Things  ipuft  be  left  upon  their  ancient  footing.  Should 
**  a  hundred  priefts  quit  their  curacies  to-dayf  we  fhall  finda 
*<  thoufand  to-morrow  to  fupply  their  places.. 

^<  The  foldier  lives  on  bread*  but  the  priefton  the  celeftial 
*<  manna  which  cometh  from  on  high  s  for  his  kingdom  h 
•^  not  of  this  world,  Peter  and  Paul  were  not  paid  in  corn  ; 
**  nor  in  all  the  New  Teft anient  is  t^ere  a  iiii^le  word  of  apof- 
••  tolic  granaries/* 

»■  II  ■»■■  m  mm 

A  man  preifed  the  king  to  grant  him  the  title  of  coun- 
fellor  of  war,  which  is  very  common  in  the  Prulfian  flates» 
The  king  confeoted  to  confer  it  on  him,  •*  on  condition  of  bis 
•<  never  interfering  to  give  the  king  any  counfil  on  afftun  of 

ic w 


Some  common  girls,  who  were  employed  to  reprefent  the 
attendants  of  queens  at  the  opera,  petitioned  the  king  to  grant 
them  an  annual  penfion,  and  thus  place  them  upon  a  fimilar 
footing  with  the  other  perfons  employed  at  that  theatre, 
alledging  that  they  could  not  live  on  what  they  got  at  each 
reprefcntation.     The  |:ing  anfwered  them  thus : 

**  You  ha^e  done  ill  to  addrefs  yourfelves  to  me  j  this 
•^  affair  only  concerns  your  kings  and  queens :  apply  to 
•*  them  J  for  I  have  laid  it  down  as  a  principle  never  tomed- 
♦*  die  in  the  affairs  of  foreign  courts/* 

0^^ 
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One  o£  Frederick's  ferrants  came  to  wait  on  him^  in  an 
elegant  fleih-coloured  fuir,  thinking  by  this  fine  drefs  to 
pleafefbe  k^ng«  ic  being  bis  favourite  colour.  •  Fcederick  pre- 
teaJed  not  to. fee  him.  The  fine  gentleman,  perceiving  that^ 
he  was  mifiaken,  flipped  out  and  returned  in  a  plainer  drefs. 
Frederick*,  at  his  entrance,  £iid  to  him^^  with  an  air  of  afia- 
bility,  ^^  Till  me^  friendy  who  was  that  coxcomb  that  appeand 
*•  at  SanS'Soudjtt  aflefi-cohured fuit  ?** 


Frederick  fent  for  his  taylor,  one  day,  ro  make  him  a  new 
coal'    He  comes,  magnificently  drefled,  and  gets   himfelf 
announced  by  the  hufiar  of  the  chamber.    The  door  is  thrown 
open ;   be  enters,  pulling  down  his  ruffles,  and  arranging  the 
full-dref$  curls  of  his  hair.     He  pulls  out  his  fciflars  and . 
meafure,  waiting  the  king's  orders  to  approach,  who  was 
writing  at  the  bottom  of  the  room.    Frederick  pretends  not 
to  fee  him.     In  this  fituation  be  remains  fome  time,  and  the 
king  is  immoveable.    He  coughs,  and  ftirs  a  little;  but  to 
no  purpofe.    At  length,  the  poor  taylor,  becoming  frighten* 
ed,  flips  out  of  the  room^  and  aflcs  the  huflar's  advice.     '^  Re«= 
"  turn4iome/*  anfwers  the  latter,  "  put  on  a  more  becoming. 
•*  drefs,  and  the  king  will  certainly  obfcrvc  you."  The  caylor 
runs  home,  takes  off  his  fine  coat,  drefles  himfelf  fuitably 
to  his  profeffion,  and  returns.  The  king,  feeing  him  through  . 
the  window,  went  to  meet  him  as  foon  as  he  entered  the 
apgrtment,  and  fpoke  to  him  with  great  mildnefs  and  affa* 
bility.     This  dlfconcerted  the  taylor  ftill  more  than  the  firft 
interview* 

•*  A  good  day,  my  dear  taylor,*'  faid  Frederick,  •*  how  do 
"  you  do  ?  have  you  a  great  deal  of  work  ?'*——.*«  Oh  t  • . 
•*  Yes,  fire."-.*«  Do  you  go  regularly  to  church  ?"— <«  Twice 
"  every  Sunday. *•—«*  And  at  home,  do  you  fometimes  read 
*«  the  Bible  f "—  «  A  chapter  every  day."— ^*  Good  ;  well, 
**  then  I   as  foon  as  you  go  home,  re^  a  little  in  the  firil 

*'  book 


«^  bdbk  df  lismfeY,  ttrnilng  to  ihe  tlfgUhtttkiifVbit'^^ 

The  tftyfor,  iif ce^  ttcftiftnf^g'  dtii  ISKig^  murtis  ftcHi^fWcs 
<^  tbe^erfe,  l^fft^eft)t6Acioit  <rfteivifig  it  v^rt^ffhi'  gdd- 
€h  itntti  in  bh  ttidp,  is  a  ittt>ritfittefit  df  hk  tmiv«^£(th>a 
wft*  the  Wng:,  iT^fiwtfi  the  foilowitig  paSfiige :  ^^-Wm^Sw 

««  ^^0/  ift^rif  wax  broken^  o»i  fk-'it  /ami  l^pir  MiMt  ^fm 
*•  tnoard  tbifour  winds  4>fbeavettJ^ 


F/ederidc  was  teff  fbtid  of  chHdren,  an*  ftfftrccf  ^  fdni 
rf the  priftte  rovaP  (nd^  feigning)  to  cttme  Ihlil^tfb  foom 
at  all  ttmi^s.  One  *tjr^  itben  iie  vras  writing  ih  Iris  ^binet, 
ttttrelcfeft  of  thete  pr?nee»  tontbueid  playing  found  hitt  with 
a'ftuttfft^totfk,  Wbieh  fdffing  on  the  tA\^  (9ie  iing  took 
it,  i\tttw  it  lathe  elkilb,  zttA  tdirtini*«a  writing,  tlie  Ihtle 
jyrfitce  coifflridinTgf  *iypfay,the  fhuttSeeoxrk  fafis  sigitn  ob 
At  tabu  r  flue^hig  thyown  iii^tk  tb  bitfi  a  t;^Mfid  tine, 
cidRnga  fetete  hsioi  at  the  fittle  playeft  whb  pronfilib  that  it 
ftatt  happen  notn^rre.  At  length,  however,  fo^tft^  third 
tioie,  the  flitftt!edb^K  fells  on  the  very  paper  upteftr  ♦trich 
FfMeridt  was  Writing.  The  king  now  took  it,  lind  ptit  it 
in  Ms  pbefcet.  The  Btrie  ptinteltumbty  begs  p^ffdon,  and 
rtiri-arts  him  to  give  Wgi  back  his  Acittletfodt.  The  king 
lefiifMi.  Heitdoutfkfs  his  prayers,  burtSo  no  efi^.  Wea- 
ried at  length  whh  begging,  Aeboy  ^rfvances  h(MY^  nm^rds 
the  kmg,  placed  hii*  atms  on  each  fide,  and  fays,  with  ^  threat- 
ening toiic,  ^  I  ojk  your  majefty  wbftber  you  wiU  gl^tgii  bad 
^^  Htf  Jhtdtkmkf  Jthfuo&tne^yes^ffr  Ho:^  Thrkirtg  fiiilghed, 
and,  taking  the  (huttfecotk  out  of  hrs  ^pocket;  retddttiefd  it, 
faying,  ^^  Tb^n  aft  atta^ pitib  \  tb^  ti^flt  never  tat^iad  Si- 
^^/fjia/rmtbei"  "        '  ' 

*  The  Qtmm  wotd  kr  bi-g9kt  k  «  okkiiiM  ghreli  I0  4h6 

tajlocs. 

The 


r  ft  S  9  B  t  I-:  C  :K  :  II.  Ji«^ 

lit   At^**t  ti^h 

Th«  ^'Mlfg  (letMkkrjr  tyrio^  of  Prut&i,  fbii  bf  ttie  p^eht 
moiiMtliyW^ferpugkt*  up  ^j  the  tmi  fml  Aiktettfite  !h- 
fpedion  of  Frederick,  who,  himfl^r  fttftfllAM  l!he  fihHi  of 
his  ftudies*  A  few  years  beRfl?  bis  death  he  wifhed  htm  to 
g6  thfotiglr  a  eotiiri^  oF.fogTt,  ^d  etmipbiiid  the^  plan  6f  ic^ 
ift  wfaitA  It  is  ^oniiMnrg  to*  AndaB  tM  Ifdnftnft  of  the  fehb-> 
kftic  i^ofophf. '  Prtederitk  there r^oiiiAAnfl^  to  the  maf^ 
ter  to  «]b^ei&  tte  "^^dting  prince  ttrargiirtt^rft^  oh  the  pritt- 
cq)hrf-  of  the  Barhmra  cflarent  Datiu  ferii  hdraUptm.  A 
matt  of  teerit'  Was  appdnied  t6  gtre  theft  fdToHs  to  tlie 
pridce ;  but,  harmg  toaoiticlr  tinderftandiiig  t^  confine  h&n« 
felf  to  this  tmrbarous  mecAod^  be  Was  diforifid. 


In  a  catholic  church  of  Silefia,  feveral  filver  ofttAtiff  t6 
db  Tifgiit  weve  AXUgmnfti  io^  to  «iiflbig»  AS^t  tnknyre*. 
fearctes^^bt  ttmm  ittm^i  that  ^  Ibltier  tn^  a^ys  the 
firft  at  divine  fervice,  and  the  laft  in  going  out  ofdiurell* 

His  lodgings  were  ordered  to  ke  (ftareli^  And  all  the  ipoils 
of  the  virgin  were  foupd.  The  foldkr^  however,  denied 
that  ha  hapot  i^m  anf  Aiftg,  mtx^tsiiviag  that  having  ad- 
dceflfld  faiimjstf  wlisn  in  diftrcft  w  the  iMi^  vir^n,  fli^  Iver* 
felf  brought  him  thefe  pitem  «f  piale  imo  M^  dyamter  i|i|f 
tfariifghu  Thls^dtftnc^r'^'^criMyfoppeife^  w^  Utikiat- 
reodod  to^  iand  the  pMroetlt>f  War  fmceneeft  him  to  a  eofp^o^ 
ral  fviiiihment^  WJitn^  tWs  fensencer^tbi  fibtt  to  che  k{n^ 
ibr  can€vinat}Qny  he  onfecei  the  eaibof 2c  fx^ieih  to  be  a(l:ed ^ 
wfattfier,  3ccim(i*Bto  ifaepriitcirples^of  ihtfir  chafdl,  fuch  an: 
CTem  cooW  be  ^onfiiieared  9%^  poffible  f  Ttef  «niMiiiM)Wiy 
ainfweredky  Tkat  ^  prcfend  mifsfdes  were  wsry  rare  indeed ; 
but,  cert9i«ly9  tftey  were  not  impoflible.  On  tiiis  (Mafion, 
the  kbig  repHed  tcr  the  coancil  of  war,  as  ibllowt : 

^<  The  $Kcufci  (hall  be  freed  from  poni'Siment,  finoe  be 
f*  perfifts  in  denying  the  robbery, and,  accordiifig  to  the  deei« 
^  fion  o£  the  thvolopans  of  bi$  cborsh^  Ae  mtfacle  he  al- 

<<  ledges 
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*<  ledges  to  have  been  performed  in  his  favour  is  not  impof- 
«  fule.  Bm  I  iwV«fiW9i  hftnccfvward,  VAdtr  the  fcvcrcft 
"penaW.ei,'$o;/^ci^«ny^pr?frnt  either  from  tho  virgia 
•*A^ry,  or^wfOibcrfaUic"    »  ..  f 

Frederick  trca)e4 1»  is  dipipeftics  with  great2eAt]enefs,,Dur]flg 
bi^  htft  iUnffsj)  aiy^o.^g;  in  the.  nu^e  of  the  nighty  he 
called  the  fcryant,  who  was  fitting  npii^  his  anti-<bamber» 
and  alkcd  him  what;  o'clock  it  was.  On  Jiejng  ioU  that  it 
was  two,  ^^.  I  cannot  Jkep  4My  longer^]*  faid  the  king*  ««  Sse  if 
*^  my.fiopli  an  awak^-y  kot  ifthty  are  ajleep^  d9  not  awakin 
•«  thtmjfor  they  mufiU  vgry  tired.  If^NeimatnC*  (the  huffiir  of 
bis  chamber)  **  «  apioke^  only  fay  to  bim^  that  you  im^ine  / 
^^fhallfoon  rife.     But^  remember  that  you  do  not  awaken  any 

.  |le  geoera}ly.copvc9rfe4  wilh  the  feryant.  who  0it  Up  with 
him.  The  £^)pwjng  is  one  of  ch^fe  vcotnverfatioaa  during 
bislaftillneff.-.^        .     r.  ^       , 

TbeKifig.  W*iato^o€kifit> 

Servant.  Mid|>igb>t;  i  •    .    - 

The  Kinj;.  Ah  I  Tcftn't  flecip;  idl  mefomeAsing  orother. 

Servant,  What  tan  I  have  to  tell  your  majefty  i  I  am  but 
a  poor  ignorant  man  ;  I  know  nothing. 

Tk^  King.  Where  do  you  cone  from. '^Servant,  From  a 
Yjllage  of  Lower  Ponieran]a.«»i^.  Are  your  father  and  mother 
fifli  living/ — 6V  I  have  only  a  mother,  who  i«  very  dd.— 
K.  What  does  fhe  live  on  ?— 5,  She  fpins.—- X.  How  much 
does  flic  earn  a  day  ?— S.  Three  pence  halfpenny.— -JiT.  She 
cannot  be  much  .  at  her  eafe  with  cbat.<-*5.  In  my  country 
living  i$  very  cheap.— JT.  But  have  not  you  fent  her  any  tbtng.^ 
S.  H^re  and  there,. a  few  crowns. — Jf.  That's  weH  done; 
you  are  an  honeft  feilpw.  You  have  agreatdcSal.of  trouble 
with  me,  but  ha,ve  a  little  patience.  FH  find  out  fomething 
for  you,  if  you  behave  well. 

The  Pomeranian's  turn  of  duty  returning  in  a  few  days^ 
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the  king  fiid  to  him,  •*  Goto  that  window,  1  Have  put  foiiie- 
«*  thing  there  for  you/*  The  Pomeranhrn^  feeing  30  loufs 
d'or^  could  not  imagine  that  fo  great  a  fum  vf^  defigned  for 
him,  but  took  five  or  fix,  and,  opening  hj^  h^nd;t^ihew  tbem 
to  the  king,  alked  whether  it  was  that  which  ^e  was  to  tak/^? 
•'  No,**^ replied  the  king,  **  take  it  all,  it  is  for  you^  and  I  hairc 
"  fent  fomething,  likewife,  to  your  qnotbcr."  The  goal 
fervant  never  rcfted  until  he  difcovered  what  the  king  had 
fent  hrs  mother,  and  was  icady  to  die  with  jof'on  learning 
that  he  bad  fettled  on  her  a  penfion  of  1 00  cremn*.  ' 


In  the  laft  journey  the  king  made  in  Prufia  (in  1784)  he 
fent  for  M.  de  Mafcow,  prefidtnt  of  juftice,  and  fpoke  thus 
to  him : 

^  I  have  named  you  prefident,  and  I  muft  be  acquainted 
<<  with  you.  I  am,  properly  fpeaking,  the  firft  cdmmiifioner 
<<  of  juftice  in  my  fiates,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  fee  right  and 
<<  equity  maintained  in  them ;  but  I  am  unable  to  do  every 
<<  thing  myfelf,  and  muft  havQ  perfon^  like  youto  maintain 
*'  right  in  my  provinces.  I  have  a  long  account  to  give ; 
^  for  I  muft  not  only  anfwer  for  all  the  evil  1  might  do,  but 
*<  likewife  for  all  the  good  I  negled  performing.  It  is  the 
**  fame  with  you.  You  muft  abfolutely  judge  with  impar* 
*^  ciality,  and  without  diftindion  of  peffoi^,  the  prince 
**  and  the  gentleman,  a»well  as  the  workman  and  the  pea- 
*<  farit.  Do  you  hear  i  Without  this,  we  fhall  be  noionger 
**  friends,  , .  ,  •  Have  you  any  cftates  ?" — "  No,  fire/'  **  Da 
■*  you  intend  to  purchafe  any  ?"— '*  I  am  not  rich  enough 
•'  for  that," — •*  Good  I  You  know,  then,  wliat  poverty 
•*  is,  and  that  will  teach  you  to  befriend  the  wretched/* 
&c.  &c.        * 


An  ecclefiadic,  of  the  name  of  Mylius,  founds  among  his 
father's  papers^  a  confiderable  promiffory  note  gfven  him  by 

the 


Uie  Jii^g  when  prince  rofal.    MyKf  ftfeot  il  to  tilir l^l^f  Mritl 
iticlolioyi^iDglectjsr; 

^«  I  have  {bund  the  t^ill  atinexed  to  this  ainong  m^father^s 
M  papers.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  be  thrbqgb  negji^cnce^ 
^  or  otheiwift^  that  it  has  not  been  qanceIH4)  and  I  leave 
^  die  matter  to  your  tiiz]e&y*s  ^fpofal/' 

Tb0  king  zw£mrtdr  *^  That  iic  .ncoHeAedl  cxtftinely 
^  well  h^rtiig  xeeetved  the  fttsi  sMtnioflied  in  the  biU  from 
<<  his  father,  and  that,  if  these^was  any  miftake,  it  was  more 
«*  equftabk  thai  he  {hoold  be^r  the  lbf«  thtt  ^Aoditr.^'  He 
ootefsd  thh  capital  to  be  paid  with  lotereiL  " 


Thetowa  of  GMtfenberg'haytfighcehbnrnt,  Frederick 
rebuilt  it  s  and  when  the  inhabitantt  fent  deputies  to  him 
to  thank  him  for  hia  bountyt  .herepUsdy  ^^  It  is  unncceffary 
^^  to  thank  me  for  this  ;  it.is;Biy  duty  tojreKevemy  unhappy 
^  Ait^e^ :  and  fiir  this  pnrpofis  was  I  imade.'' 

Wb^n  the  fex  of  the  cb^v^Ucre  D'Eoo  waa  oiade  known, 
Ibe  kipg  fiu4»  j^^ingly^  to  tb^  Freoeb  envoy,  «» This  is 
^«  wba^  iH^PPCM  with  you.  CsenQbiirn ;  we  thkk  .we  have 
<*  to  do  with  a  «ian,  and  (ind^  ill  the  end,  itis  a  uromaa/' 


I  M     M  l»»   «. 


Frederick  covld  not  l^r  ,fifipyBt>t|^fwii^f|giin^  m.  Ic 
bciog  one  dw:in  agitation  tp^^fippint  ..4 ilrfwqdaiiy*  oamecJ 
Hacciusj  to  be  a  cpun&U^s.  of  doa^^in*  Jo  lhO)i;i^i|iber  of 
Minden^  ^hc  kiifg  wroic  thur»  ^:  I  OJipieni'to  4l  on  cod* 
«<  dition  of  his^  callti^  l^imii^  l^Qo^ff^rwsard  fi^ir^  Ml 
«<  Haccius.'^  Hafe^  which  fignifies  a  hare  in  G9ii|an»  » 
likewife  an  injurious  expreffion,  fignifying  coward^  f^oL 


"rv!*" 


An  hprfc-doSora  who  M  bbQiiKd  >vith  gml  diiiing  «i 

epidemics! 
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iife,  the  title  of  49UMfitl^.  $f  fhg  t^wfU  THe  ^jog  gcaaicA 
^  fMH^^iQQ^  after  ^ff^ciog  the  vroeds  ntmfiOfir,^  /^  £«»riy 
^  fttbfti€Mtii«.4Cfifi|^/2ir  rfthfjl^h.  . 

bj:jfl.  fifSBiJ^  tklc  WW  eoofew^d  tipoQ^  Que  ^Sorn^  a  com« 
cLtiffioner  of  the  tobacco  warebOufe  at  Halle.     TheJkMig 
imed  him  a  €9U9^eU0r  of  tobacco. 


nv 


% 


yredcricV  ftafled  a  part  of  the  fupvpcr  a(  $fps-Spuci 
'||(hQut  ^  fixigle  .rQl4ier  far  ^,guiu:(i»  ^ad.iiyt  »i  (rao^uiUy 
J^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  .tea  thQui^nd  ba^jQnots^  -j^  ium^t 
^%osD^  t^e  king  b^  frot  fbi^  arrives  iit ^^na-Som;j^  tka<ick» 
t  a 'gate  I  3  little  man  in*  bkie  ^proache$  wi^b  Ad  c^y» 
ardcfe  J^r»  to  opei)  it  ^  a04  tbis.  Iktlc  pgi^  w*8  jtllfi  iJF^gt 

^^  A  tf9Mlkr>  wko  k)^^0  at  Poted^,  :?ir>iyiwlngi«vy  «»%$ 

^%e  moaning,  bejrQod  tjie  lofvn,  faw.^  W>op.<^f  foId^r«  s^t  a 

[^  G&ance  going  sbiofigh  tbejr  execcifqt  aA4;afipf09^e(4  ti)^^ 

AnoAsof  OP  bor&back*  whom  beto^  Uh-m^^^  coaunu^d 

riding  about,   and  paffing  every  moment  into  the  faok&  t;^ 

^1nftru<9:  or  reprimand  the  popimon  fokliers.    What  was  his 

^^^prizCf  on  coming  aear  tbe  troop,  to  find  ti^gt  tbh  oflScer 

waa  the  ](ing^  himfelf  I  lie  h^d  ?  drsiwn.  (>v:of(l  in  bi^  b^qd, 

andoonlinued  in  this  m^per  to  e^argife  the  ipepi  for  ^ 

bpur,  ixit^^^  >Au<^b  ardour  ap4  9;e^  ^  a  youfig^fi^Qcr  ftriviag 

t^pli^  l^iafMfferiprs. 


Xpwufdp^.tbe  ^d(^  ^^  lii^,  hf  |bo9cticiM  flept  Ipogcf 
tkim  be^i^teii^edi  si  ctrcviyiiiUM^  w)iio|i  pift  bim  greatly  oul 
of  humMr  1  ^d  he  pr4ered'iM>  valet««4e«c,b9nBbne  to  ^waliea 
i)i«t  a|  4  o'(;]qc)^,  9^  even  to  force,  him  to  get  up,  in  fpite 
of  vrba&^er  be  mjgi^l;  fgy»  In  tbe  -o^oriMng,  ^0  prevent  the 
execution  of  fuch  an  order.  A  fervant,  who  had  lived  but  % 
&ort  time  with  bim»  entfiliog  bU  chamber  one  morning  to 

fulfil 


fiilfil  this  eommandf  the  king  faid  to  him,  <*  Let  mtJIapA 
,  ^*  UttU  litigir^  I  km  fa  tired  1*'  «^  Your  majefty  comteandcd 
••  me  to  come  early/*  *•  Onfy  d  garter  of  an  hour  knpfy 
««  Not  a  miaute^  fire ;  -it  is  four  o'clock,  add  y6u  muft  get 
«*  up/*  GeodP*  fays  the  ktngy  rifitig  ;  ^*  you  are  a  fine  fiU 
**  hw ;    ihU  is  the  toaj  in  tvbicb  t  like  U  fee  men  do  their 


Frederick  poflcfled  an  exccHent' memory.  He  informed 
himfelf  of  every  thing,  and  recoUedod  the  moft  trifling  cir- 
cumftances.  At  a  glance  he  knew  all  the  ibldiers  of  his  re* 
gfment  who  had  ferved  forty  years' before,  when  he  was  only 
prince-royal.  His  ollkers  were  often  aftoniflied  at  reviews, 
to  hear  him  aflc  afier  private  foldiers  with  wbofe  nanA  and 
ag^  he  was  acquainted.  Some  time  before  his  deaths  a  good 
place  was  beftowedoo  a  non-commiffioned  officer,  but,  when 
the  appointment  was  laid  before  the  king  for  confirmation, 
inftead  of  figning,  h^  drew  a  gallows,  with  a  man  banging 
from  it,  on  the  margin,  recolleSing  extremely  well  that 
this  man  had  formerly  been  guilty  of  an  aAion  whitb  merited 
the  halten 


In  1775,  the  king,  fpeaking  of  what  he  had  fufiered  !n 
the  courfe  of  the  preceding  year,  recoHeded  that  a  foldier  of 
the  prince  royal's  regiment  had  lighted  a  fire  for  him  one 
nrght  when  he  was  half  dead  with  cold.  '  •<  I  ptomifed  to 
**  give  that  man  fomething,**  faid  be,  *  *«  and  forgot  to  keep 
*«  my  word ;  I  fhould  like  to  know  wbe^er  he  be  ftiil  alive." 
One  of  his  generals,  who  was  prefenty  informed  the  king 
that  he  was  a  non-commifiloned  officer  )n  his  regiment. 
«*  I  am  glad  of  it,"  anfwered  Frederick  ;  and,  fending  for 
him,  gave  hjm  feme  'money,  and  promifed  him  the  firft 
place,  deftined  for  the  retreat  of  the  miKcary,  that  ftouM  be- 
come vacant. 

Frederick 
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("reckrick  had  favourites ;  but  never  did  they  take  any  part 
in  the  affairs  of  government,  never  had  they  the  fmalleft 
tnduence  on  his  prcjeds  ;  but  fometimes  on  his  opinions. 
Some  of  thefe  favourites  were  his  friends  in  every  fenfe  of 
the  word.  He  was  particularly  attached  to  count  de  Ro^ 
thenbourg,  and,  as  long  as  that  general  lived,  he  could  not 
difpenfe  with  his  company.  During  his  laft  illnefs,  the 
king  remained  whole  hours  together  by  his  bedfide ;  and, 
on  hearing  of  bis  death,  ran  to  his  houfe  half  drefled,  made 
the  furgeon  open  a  vein,  and  held  the  bafon  himfelf.  When 
he  faw  that  it  was  all  over,  he  withdrew,  (bedding  tears, 
and  remained  Tome  time  ihut  up  in  his  apartment. 


*Tbe  king»  fvpping  with  the  abbe  Baftiani,  one  of  the 
ItaKaos  with  whom  he  frequently  converfed,  faid,  *^  When 
^'  you  have  obtained  the  papal  crown,  (for  I  have  no  doubt 
**  that  your  virtues  will  one  day  procure  it  for  you,)  how  will 
^'  you  receive  me  when  I  ihall  go  to  Rome  to  render  ho- 
«•  mage  to  you  r'*  "  I  will  give  orders,"  replied  the  abbe, 
*<  to  let  the  black  eagle  enter,  that  he  may  cover  me  with 
<(  his  wings  ;  but  I  will  take  efpecial  care  to  guard  myfelf 
«<  againft  hh  beak.'* 


One  of  Frederick's  domeftics,  who  was  always  about  hh 
perfoHf  ftole  to,ooo  crowns  from  his  cabinet,  than  which 
nothing  was  more  eafy,  as  the  king  never  harboured  any 
dlftrufty  and  fuffered  his  Touleaux  of  louis-d'or  to  lie  about 
in  all  places.  As  foon  as  he  perceived  the  robbery,  he 
menitioncd  it,  laughingly,  at  table^  faying,  that  he  was  fur« 
rouoded  by*,  pickpockets*  But  he  made  no  enquiry  concerning 
ihelfatef.  JSome^  days  after,  one  of  his  old  fervants  named 
the  perfon  to  him  who  had  (tolen  the  money.  The  king  an- 
fwered,  in  a  paffiod,  ^^  That  is  not  true  ;  butf  even  if  it  were^. 
**  jouJhQuld  mi  tell  it  to  me^  The  fcrvant  affurcd  him  it  was 
the  fad»  adcUng,  that  the  man  bad  already  carried  5000 

Voi.d*  L  1  crowns 
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crowns  to  Berlin,  that  the  reft  was  conccated  in  his  bed, 
and  that  he  would  immediately  bring  it  if  the  king  thought 
proper.  «*  Hold  your  tongue^^  replied  Frederick  j  «*  /  never 
•«  want  t9  fee  nor  touch  the  money  which  the  rafsal  has Jhkn  from 
•*  me,  and  I  command  you  to  fay  no  more  to  me  ahut  ii** 

A  week  after,  the  king,  riding  out,  met  the  thief,  who 
was  amufing  himfelf  in  a  carriage.  «*  fVhat,  vUbin  !**  ob- 
ferved  Frederick,  ••  do  you  Jpond  the  money  which  you  have 
^^ffolenfrdmmi  in  coaches  /"  and,  then,,  he  continued  his  ride. 
The  next  day  he  fent  him  back  to  the  regiment  of  huffars 
whence  he  had  taken  him,  where  he  ftill  enjoys  the  fruits 
of  his  robbery. 

Many  of  Frederick's  officers,  who  rendere<Jt  hitn  great  Rr- 
irices,  remained  without  any  recompenfe,  but  fome  of  them 
had  reafon  to  be  well  fatisfied  with  him. 

After  the  peace  of  1763,  Charles,  margrave  of  BrandeA- 
bourg«>Schwedt,  dying,  left  confiderabie  property  to  one  of 
bis  miftrelfes.  Frederick  thought  that  thi^  was  lavifhing 
in  vice  what  might  be  employed  as  the  rewardof  virtue *; 
and,  therefore,  he  cook  part  of  this  property  from  the  lady, 
leaving  her  enough  to  live  comfortably,  and  diftribut^d  the 
remainder  to  two  generals  now  Kving,  Leftwitz  and  Pritt- 
wit^..  To  both  he  gave  lands,  the  Arfi:  obtaining  theni'  to 
the  value  of  200,000,  and  the  fecond  to  the  amount  of 
300,000  crowns.  Leftwitz  had  performed  prodigies Jn  waf| 
specially  st  the  battle  of  Torg2U4  Prktwitz,  at  th^e  battle 
of  I^unerf3orf,  had  given  his  horfe  to  the  king,  ^ho  had 
loft  his  own,  and,  wit^  a  handful  of  men,  repulfeda  body 
of  Coflacks^  who  werl!  on  the  point  of  taking  him.  Fre* 
jderick  faid,  one  day,  on  this  fubjed,  *'  Leftwitx  faued  ike 
^^Jate^  and  Prittwit%  faved  myfelf:' 

When  he  gave  thefe  lands  to  general  Leftwitx,  he  wrote 
ihe  following  letter : 

<-    ««  My  dear  colonel  dc  Lcftwitz,  I  have  not  forgotten 

•^  the 
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•*  the  itApOfiint  fetviccs  you  rendered  mt  in  the  late  war, 
•*  and  hatrc  long  wahed  for  the  opportunity  of  rewarding 
**  yoa.  TBis  has  never  prefented  itfelf  till  now.  Take  pof- 
*'  feffion  of  the  eflates  I  now  give  you  }  the  adl  of  donation 
**  yoo  wrl]  find  annexed,  &c. 

^«  Faederxck." 


An  aide-de-camp,  trho  had  long  ferved  the  king  without 
receiving  the  flightcft  mark  of  his  fatisfafiion,  was  not,  how- 
ever, difcouraged,  but  redoU'bli^d  Ms  zeal  and  adlivity.  Four 
years  after  the  peace,  he  received  from  the  king,  when  he 
Icaft  cxpe<2ed  it,  a  prefent  of  60,000  crowns  in  gold,  and  a 
mollt:gracious  letter. 

When. Frederick  reviewed  his  troops  in  Pruffia,  in  1775, 
a  captain  of  the  regiment  of  •  •  • .  •  •  afked  permiiCon  to  fell 
a  fine  eftate  which  he  poflefl'ed,  as  he  was  unable  to  fupport 
it,  and  it  was  mortgaged  for  24,000  crowns.  On  the  king's 
return  to  Potzdam,  he  fent  the  captain  24,000  crowns  to 
pay  his  debts,  and  600  to  fupport  the  expence  of  improving 
his  eftate« 


Fitderick  fometimes  accompanied  the  bounties  which  he 
beftowed  on  his  favourites  with  pleafantries.  Schwerin,  the 
grand  equerry,  fut)ping,  one  night,  with  the  king,  the  latter 
faid  to  him,  **  I  know  that  you  go  regularly  to  church,  but 
**  tell  me  wliat  you  think  of  God  ?"  "  Sire,"  anfwered 
the  count,  "  I  had  always,  heretofore,  iniagined  that  God 

«  did  nothing  but  good,  but,  at  prefent,*' *•  Well," 

fays  the  king,  **  %Vhat  ncy^?'*— "  I  io  not  know  what  to 
"  think  of  HIM,  for,  he  has  fufFered  one  of  my  country- 
*«  houfes  to  be  burnt,'*    The  king  made  no  reply. 

The  next  day,  he  faid  to  the  count,  "  Do  you  know  how 
"  to  interpret  dreams  ?"— **  Not  very  well."—"  I  dreamt, 
"laft  flight,  that  1  was  talking  with  Gqd  5   wh^t  does 

L  1  a  «  that 
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the  bedcbarnbcrt  its  elegtnce  ftruck  him  to  fucli  a  degree, 
that  be  eagerly  defired  to  know  whpflept  ifi  that  apartment  ? 
<«  I  dos  fire,"  replied  Thefen..  On  %iiiujag  »t,  the  king  faw 
tbe  architect  and  afked  him  how  mvcb  the  houfe  bad  coft. 
He  told  him  6p,Q00 crowns*  *f  A^d iHlhencebave you  taken 
«•  this  money  ?"  f^^  )i^>  turning  to  Tb^ftn.  ^*  Fncm  your 
«c  majefiy*s  cofferj^"  replied  he,  trembling*  ^^  but  I  intended 
<5  to  return  it."  At  thefe.  words  the  king's  patience  was 
exhauKed :  he  gave  bim  a  few  iildkei  oi  his  ea^ie  upon  the 
fbouldiers,  and  faid>  in.g<ung  awfiy»  *^  ^i  fir  this  je^y 
•♦  4fpartmint,  in  which  tbi  r^^m  gvim  himfilf  ^^^  ^^^s  rfJU^gj 
^^  J  W0(ild  hav0  pard(fm4  him»**     '^' 

Thefen  thought  bimfelfuodoiiei ,  Thi»next  day»  the  king 
called  hiai»  and  9{dieri(d  hip».  tit  opta  his  flreii^  box,  of 
which  Tbefen  kept  the  key,  in^kis.  prefence.  There  were 
ftill  left  in  it  7  or  8po  loutardV>t«  «(  Wm%^  fays  the  king 
ID  him,  <<  iaiu  tht  rtft  *%  iok^%%  ^uinftwr  danegtik  i§  affnan 
V  <'"  my  pnjiifce" .  Ani  this  wks;aU  bit  pimiihmeot. 


An  old  valet-de-chambre  of  the  king,  who  was  fond  of 
drinking,  came  frequently  dnmk  into  his  apartment.  When 
fo  fkr  gone  as  to  be  abCoilutefy  incapliblt  of  dbing  his  duty, 
the  king  let  him  ^ietly  oat  by  a  private  door,  telling  him  to 
go  home  and  fleep.  He  (hewed  thfs  complaifance  to  the 
poor  creature  to  avoid  expofing  him  to  th6  laillefies  of  the 
other  fervants,  and  to  the  difgraee  of  behig  difriiiiled;  and, 
in  thefe  cafes,  the- belter  to  prefenre  the  kcttty  he  called  no 
«ther  fervant,  but  undrelfed  himfdf. 


Though  the  king-took  a  pleafure  in  thrcKving  out  the  bit- 
tereft  farcafms  againft  other  courts,  he  did  not  like  to  be 
imitated  in  that  refpeA.  It  was  faid  one  day  at  the  queen's 
palace,  that  the  tafle  of  the  court  of  Prufia  was  fo  dq>rave(l 
in  mufic,  that  they  had  played  a  folo  there  of  kcttle*druw; 
The  king  highly  difapproved  of  this  innocent  pleafantry. 

Lieu- 
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iiii^iiteilaiitic^oiiel  de  D  .  •  • .,  an  engin^r  in  Che  Frefich 
iervfcoi  cam^  to  P«ttda^^  bringing  with  him  plans  of  the 
difti^t  fertrefles  of  bid  own  country.  Frederick  hav.ing 
taken  him  into  his  fervice^  he  thought  t6  pay  his  court \<y 
him,  by  prefenting  him  with  thejfc  plans.  •«  Ithani  you  far 
^  your^refknU^*  faid  the  king,  in  receiving  them,  **  bvt^  1 
^forhid.yau  to  fit  yo^r  /49t  in  any  t>f  my  fortreffes^  fince  ycu 
**  mah  f9  bad  a  i^e  rf.yourialents.  Inftru£f  my  miners  and 
^^fatp^ri  i  tb$fe  €rt  qU  tbifirvicis  I  ajk  •/ y9u***  Some  time 
af(«r,  be  was  made  a  colonel^  but  never  had  any  other  em- 
ployment. Frederick  made  ufe  of  perfons  of  this  fiamp,  but 
never  placed  any  coniidcace  in  them. 

.  An  Englifbman  talking  one  day  with  the  king  concern- 
ing  the  debates  of  parliament,  Frederick  inveighed  againft 
the  want  of  energy  in  the  royal  authority  of  that  kingdom, 

laying,  ««  Oh  1  wert  /  bui  ling  4if  England^ "  S/W," 

anfwercd  the  Ehgllflimari,  interl'u{)tinjg  him,  ^^  you  would  not 
^^  remain  ting  •f  England' four -and-iwnt)  boUrs,** 


One  of  Frederick's  mimfters  of  fiate,.kifown  to  have  la- 
%HSied  piraUbs  en  -  him  with  the  liioft  unqu^clified  profufton, 
addoeflldto  him  one  dty.a  pdmpous  difcOurfe,  wherein  be 
ftreve  to  eMtbl  hit  gptzt  qttaliiies,  defcanting  chiefly  on  the 
Ibve  whibh  the  people  oi  Berlin  entertain^  fdr  him.  Fre* 
clerick,  wearied  with  thi&  vileflatte^y^  interrupts  him  in  the 
middle  of  his  (ineft  period,,  retreats  two  or  three  paces, 
fqueeze^  bis  hat,'  puts  himfelf  in  a  tragic  pofition^  and  an« 
fwersy  like  a  Mithridatfss  p{  the  theatre, 

*•  Believe  me  1   Mortals  (whom  too  well  I  know). 
*'  Deferve  Aot  thsft:  we  del'gil  t6  be  theit  kJtt'g/' 

The  poor  miniOer  was  obli^  to  clofe  his  bdUKg^ei  and 
Aurtd  covered  with  coofiiitonl^ 

L  1  4  When 
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When  Frederick  was  told  of  the  revolution  in  Demnarky 
**  Siruensii^'*  he  obferved»  **  is  a  kkeUuad.  J  num  mu/l  n9t 
^^  JUif  with  quiifu  but  wbtn  tbiy  reigm,  and  hi  is  gsneraUffim^ 
^*  tf  tbsir  troops.'^ 


The  fovereigns  of  Europe,  in  general,  tfaoogbt  proper  to 
fend  men  of  wit  to  Frederick  as  their  minifters  ;  and  ft -das 
been  remarked,  that  it  was  precifely  to  them  that  he  never 
fpoke.  France  Cent  him  one,  among  others,  full  of  wit  a^'d 
merits  and  who  played  exceeding  well  on  the  flutei  •  Fre- 
derick could  never  bc»r  him. 


A  man,  w}io  aflc^  a  place  of  the  king,  meeting  with  a 
refufsd,  wrote  to  him  a  fecond  time  nearly  jn  the  following 
terms  ; 

^*  I  am  told,  fire,  that  you  refufe  me  the  place  I  afk  for  ; 
^  but  I  cannot  believe  it,  for  you  owe  it  to  me,  and  you 
•*  wilh  to  be  juft.  Make  haftc,  then,  to  perform  youf 
*^  duty,  4nd  juftify  yourfelf  from  fo  injurious  a  fufpicion." 

The  king,  aftonifhed  at  this  arrogance,  fent  for  him,  and 
afked  him,  <<  ]9^bat  right  haw  you  $9  bold  t9  me  tUs  luHgu9g9? 
*^  and  9n  what  dg  you  ground  your  pretsnfiomf**  <^  On  the 
*<  neceffity  I  am  under  of  not  pcriihing,"  (aid  he }  <f  it  la 
<<  the  iirft  of  rights,  and  the  moft  (acred  of  M  titles*'* 
Frederick  was  (ilent,  and  granted  bis  demand.  « 


Frederick  did  not  care  much  about  the  invention  of 
aerofiatic  balloons,  and  never  would  fee  an  experiment  of 
them. 

Achard,  .a  nuember  pf  the  ac^leiny^  tried  to  maki;  one, . 
opened  a  fubfcription,  and  procured  a  great  deal  of  money, 
but  the  balloon  would  not  mount;  on  which  a  wag  ob« 
feryed,   <<  Que  le  ballon  n'avait  pai  o«£,  mais  lui/'  Acbard^ 
piqued  ^  this  irepfoach,  ififertcd  in  the  newfpapers  a  lift  of 

^11 
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ftll  the  Mtielet  he  had  purchafed  to  make  his  balloon,  and 
proved  that  heivai  ftill  oXito'Of  pocket.  Tbi^  anrwer,  how^ 
ever,  did  not  deftrojr  the  jdke,  for,  it  was  aflerted  that  the 
phil(rfb|$her  fhould  not  have  announced  a  public  expcriffieat 
without  being  fure  of  fucceeding. 

..:...  .   i' ■"    ■  '     .    •  *  ■      .  .     '  ') 

Frederick  was  verf  fond  of  dog«,  and  had  silways  half  a 
docen  IcaUan  grejriiMnds  about  htm:  In  h»;  cabinet  yoit 
faw  on  every  fide  little  leathlsr  balls  for  them' to  play  with, 
and  when  thc;y  were«ill,he  direded  that  tb^  flioold  be  well 
taken  care  of.  In  his  lirft  campaigns  he  mlwaya  took  one 
with  hiro.  One  day  that  he  bad  advanced  too  near  the  eoe* 
my,  he  fell  in  with  a  party  of  their  hnflars,  and  was  obliged 
to  hide  himfelf  under  a  bridge,  where  nobody  could  perceive 
him :  his  only  apprehenfion  was  left  Bkb$^  his  little  bitcfai 
might  bark  at  the  noife  of  the  horfes  and  difcover  him.  But 
Biche^  as  if  fenfible  of  her  matter's  fituation^  fquatted  down 
by  hioi  without  making  the  leaft  noife.  '  In  a  few  minutes 
afterwards  the  king  met  with  gdnenU  *  Rotbenbourg,  and 
prefented  Biche  to  him  as  his  heft  friend.  At  the  battle  of 
Soor,  fitcbe  was  taken  with  the  king's  baggage,  and  general 
Nadaftt  gave  her  to  hi$  lady,  who  was  very  unwilling  to  re« 
fign  her.  When  Biche  rettirned,  the  king  was  bufy  writing 
in  his  chamber.  Rotbenbourg  iet  her  in  gently,  but  (he 
immediately  jumped  upon,  the  table,'  and  put  her  fore  feet 
round  the  king's  neck.  The  king  was  fo  afleSed  as  to 
(hed  tears.  A  monument  is  erected  to  Biche  in  the  garden 
of  Sans-Souci,  and  the  king  kept  about  him  to  his  death  the 
numerous  pofierity  of  this  faithful  companion. 

Notwithflsnding  thi^  attachment  of  Frederick  to  dogS9.he 
never  fuiFered  tbem  to  hurt  any  perfon.  An  officer  waiting 
upon  him  one  morning,  and  ftretching  out  his  arm  to  take  a 
paper  which  the  kii^  was  holding  out  to  htm,  one  of 'hr» 
favourite  dogs  Jumped  at  the  officer's  hand^  and  bit  it  till  the 

blood 


Uood  iOMk  Fredefkk  itnMdititel/  tatck  his  eM«s  broke 
the  dqg't  Imck,  and  tbircw  him  eut^iht  wt^dotw 

A  French  oftcer,  OMned  T*....,  Vviflgnfercrtedt  Gspe  to 
Potzdam,  and  was  prefent^  to, the  %i^g  under  the  name  of 

count  de  D The  king,  finding  him  poflefied  of  talents, 

took  him  liitP  his  Tdririce,  aAd  gaye  h\m  a  confid«raW«&  ptn- 
fion.  The. pretended  count  wHs  ^iMnde  lieuteoantHiolonel, 
and  had  the  audacity  to  prefent  to  the  qUeeti  and  pr ineeffes 
t  proftknie  vAom  he  calliBd  his  Wift.  This  fuppofed  coun- 
tde  vvas  oteaitiyittd  to  the  tahlttrf  the  queen  ted  the  ether 
pr mcellcs.  She  died  hontevfcr,  and»  fdme  time  aftect  the  real 
•rife  of  the  eount  arrived,  who  rdated  thdtt  the  other  was  a 
gitl  of  the  sowttf  Whom  he  hnd  plck^i  up  at  Pans.  The 
rncmies  of  the'cfMinC  tmok  this  oppostuaity  to  injure  him  in 
the  kingV  optnioiiy  but  Fredeifck  eOnteated  hiAileif  with 
vriilng  tOf  him  as  fidloiiirs :  . 

<'  Moniieur  le  lieuAtonnA^c^Iond  cotnte  D«*»mi  or^  Men- 
ufieuT  T*««.*«^  When  I  took  you  into  nay  icrvice^  it  was 
«•  toul^  indiffitrentltanie  whether  you  had  a  wife  or  a  inif* 
•<  trefs.  I  am  wiUtng  to  overlook  the  impertbence  tf  which 
^  you  have  been  guilty  in  preftntiiig  hti  to  the  layal  family; 
^  fhe  is  dead^  and  tbtere  is.  an  end  of  it.  But  I  advtfe  you 
^*  maturely  to  reAe£k  before  you  prefiaitthe  other  ^rho  now 
«•  appears  upon  the  ftage*  Serve  me  ^thfully.  At  your 
A€  3ge  and  mine  wefliould  not  trouble  ourfdves  nnicb  about 
**  women^  &c. . 

.  .  "Frederick." 

I'redcriok  tevel-  oouM  bear  the  poetrji!  pf  Klopftock ;  and 
when  attempts  were  iKuie  to  convert  him  inio  an  admirer  of 
&efing»  «« I  (hduU  efteem  him/'  faid  he^  «« if  he  had  not 
^  written  Emilia  Gahtii*  But  bow  is  it  poffiUe  to  efteem 
«« a  dramatic  author  who  calls  Voltaire  aliuktoy^  and  chufes, 
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«^  for  tbc  pcrfpAagfs  of  Mi  tMft  pieee^  »  pritoc  ivlia  is  » 
«  blockbcad,  a  cbamberbMi  ^hQ  is  a  vile  ad&ffio,  4  wifip  wlio 
<^  is  ^ftirjr,  and  a  motber  who  is  a  goff  p»  together  with  a 
<<  fodifh  daughter  and  an  extravagant  father  V* 


A  letter  was  circulated  for  fome  time  at  Berlin  on  the 
weaknflflet  of  fi  great  princefs,*and  \yhen  every  perfon  had  a 
copy»  ^^  prohibited  the  wG;k>  It  is  fince  kiiown  to  have 
been  hie  efffii* 

A  princ^B  wrote  tbef9lji«iwipg  letter  to  the  king:  *<  Sire^ 
<«  I  take  the  liberty  of  r^ppnanaeading  to  your  majefty  two 
«^  perfofis  of  very  ra^e.qi^alitiff. .  The  one  is  a  ypung  phi« 
^^  Ipfopher,  hy  p^ture  gi|d4y^|>utwhom ftudy,  refle£lion, and^ 
<*  above  all,  misfortup^  fa^v^f  rendered  wife^  IThe  other,  is 
<«afqri|ieii  man,  who  is  ppbity  itfelf,  extremely  cold  and 
«  methfldifi^U  prudealf  f^^efltaWe  in  every,  point  of  view^ 
<^  living  retired  from  inclination,  yet,  often  diffipated  front 
*'  duty  5  one  of  thofe  furejud  very  rare  characters,  to  whom 
«  wf  iwy  addrefs  owrfelve*  for  counfel/*.  The  king  re- 
plied* ^*  ^  JFfi  ^^*  m^e€d[of  fiHf  and  I  have  no  meiafthe. 


Several  have  imagined,  that,  towards  the  end  of  his  life, 
Frederick  had  changed  his  fentiments  on  religion.  Some 
have  formed  thi^  qonje£hire  ih'confequence  of  his  forbid- 
ding irreligious  pleafentries  after  the  departure  of  Voltaire  j 
others  have  drawn  fimilar  cgnplufiohs  from  the  following 
anecdote : 

Frederick,  converfing  one  day  with  the  countefs  de  Camas^ 
faid  to  her,  that  he  confidered  thofe  perfons  as  very  happy 
who  could  believe  in  the  truths  of  reUgion^  but  thatj  as  for 
himfelf,  having  once  taken  his  part,  he  could  never  change; 
'«  for,*'  added  he,  **  if  my  fuhjeAs  were  to  fee  me  now  go  to 
**  churchy  they  would  laugh  at  nae,.  and  impute  it  to  weak- 

"  nefs." 
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^«  ncff."  ««  No,  fire/'  leplied  the  coanteft ,  «« you  would 
«•  fee  them  flied  tears  of  joy.  Your  fubjeds  love  you  now, 
*<  they  would  adore  you  then.**  It  it  certain,  however,  that 
Frederick  never  viravcrcd. 

We  have  obferved  that  Frederick  was  very  fhoft-G|bted, 
and  fometimes  found  unfeafonable  fault  with  his  officers; 
and  thiSf  perhaps,  from  policy.  General  de  •  •  .,  who  was 
rtry  fond  of  company  and  play,  making  his  regiment  one  day 
file  off  before  the  king,  the  latter  exclaimed,  "  Tour  regiment 
*<  is  not  in  a  Em :  fee  what  it  is  topafs  your  whole  time  atpleq,* 
The  general  immediately  crics,**/fo/r  P*  and,  turnirig  towards 
the  king,  "  Sire,"  fays  he,  "there  is  no  qucftion  here  about 
^  play,  but  be  fo  good  as  to  look  whether  iny  regiment  is 
««  not  in  a  line/*  The  king  obferves  the  regiment,  and 
rides  off  without  uttering  awoW!;  nor  did  he  ever  teftify 
the  leaft  difcontent  againft  that  ofictr  for  the  freedom  of  his 
dnfwcr. 

There  being  one  day  a  want  of  pfalm-books  for  the  court, 
and  of  wood  for  the  fire  in  the  royal  pew,  the  fexton, 
whofedifpoficion  was  rather  prefumptuous,  wrote  the  follow- 
ing  letter  to  the  king :       ' 

««  SIRE, 

<*  I.  apprize  your  majefty,  i.  that  pfalm-books  are  wan  t^ng 
**  for  the  royal  family ;  1  apprize  your  majefty,  2.  that  wood 
*^  is  wanting  properly  to  warm  the  royal  pew;  I  apprize 
*'  your  majefty,  3,  that  the  baluftrade  which  looks  upon  the 
'<  river,  behind  the  church,  is  quite  out  of  repair. 

<*  Schmidt,  fexton  of  the'catbedral." 

The  king  laughed  heartily  ar  reading  this  letter,  and  an- 
fwcred  thus  : 

**  I  apprize  Mr.  fexton  Schmidt,  i.  that  thofe  who  want 
"  to  fing  may  buy  books ;  I  apprize  Mr.  fcxton'^Schmidr,  2. 

that 
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^  that  thofe  who  want  to  warm  themfelves  majr  buy  .yfqod$ 
^<  I  apprize  Mr.  fexton  Schmidt,  3.  that  tfae^tuftrade  which 
<*  ovcriooks  the  rivef  does  not  concern  bimi  I  apprise  Mr.. 
^^  Texton  Schmidt,  4.  that  I  dcfire  to  have  no  more  oorre-. 

*V  fpondence  with  him/'    , 

■  »         I-   • 

Once,  when  the  duchefs  of  Brunfwick  was  at  Potzdam, 
the  king  made  count  Schw6rin,  his  grand  equerry,  a  prefent 
of  a  fnuff-box  on  the. lid  of  which  was  painted  an  afs. ,  The 
count  had  no  fooner  quitted  the  king  than  he  fent  his  valet- 
de-chambre  to  Berlin,  had  the  afs  tsdcen  off,  and  the  king's 
portrait  put  in  its  place.  The  next  day  at  dinner,  the  count 
affeded  toleave  his  box,  carelefsly,  on  thetable,'and  the  king, 
who  wiihed  to  amufe  the  duchefs  at  the  expence  of  the  grand 
equerry,  fpoke  of  the  box  which  he  had  given  to  him.  The 
duchefs  defires  to  fee  it'}  it  is  handed  to  her;  ihe  opens  it^ 
and  exclaims,  ^^BUfs  me,  what  a  Hhmefs !  the  refimblanci  is 
^^  perfe^!  Upon  my  word^  brother^  this  is  one  of  the  beft  por^ 
**  tratts  I  havefien  of  you  J*  The  king  was  exceedingly  em- 
bafraflcd,  and  thought  the  joke  was  carried  a  little  too  far* 
The  duchefs  ihews  the  box  to  her  next  neighbour,  who  makes 
the  fame  exclamations  $  and  it  is  handed  round  the  table  in 
this  manner,  every  perfon  admiring  the  refemhlance.  Thekipg 
did  not  know  bow  to  interpret  this  matter,  till  the  box,  pafT* 
ing,  at  length,  under  his  infpedion,  he  difcovered  the  trick, 
and  joined  in  the  laugh. 


A  ftudent  of  divinity  came  to  Berlin  from  Thuringia,  his 
native  country,  with  the  deflgn  of  gaining  a  fubfiftence  by 
teaching  young  people.  He  had  quitted  his  country  rather 
than  accept  a  curacy  on  the  condition  of  marrying  a  woman 
whom  he  did  not  like.  His  whole  fortune  amounted  to 
400  crowns,  which  he  brought  with  him  in  gieces  of  money 
called  baizes  in  Thuringia.  On  fearching  his  baggage  at 
the  cuftom-houfe  of  Berlin,  his  baizes  ji^Qie  taken  from  him 

as 
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as  contraband,  the  king  having^  prohibhed  Mm  <Mfe  y^n 
b^ore*  Having  no  other  excufs  bu«  hh  igiiiraace  of  thtf 
kw,  he  iPOf  not  attended  to,  and  Ae  officers  df  the  c^omV 
kept  bis*  raon^«  ' 

After  feveral  frultlcft  attempts,  hie  was  adwfcd  td  additfs 
himfelf  to  the  king,  and  the  following  is  the  ftudent's  own 
acconnt  of  the  tranl»£tien. 

^  t  drew  up  a  memdrial,  made  a  feir  eopy  of  if,  ^nd  fet 
•*^out  for  Potofcdam,  recommending  myfelf  ifo  ©Oir,  and  without 
•♦  any  money  in  my  pocket.  It  was  there?  1  hadthe  llr^p»iie& 
•*  of  feeing,  for  the  fefl  time,  this  greafrmonardtf.  He  was  on 
•«  the  parade  before  the  palace,  exercifiilg  hir  foHicfr*^*  When 
•**the  cxerelfo  warf  over,  he  went  into  the  garden,  and  the 
•«  foldiers  retired  into  their  quarters.  Four  officers  only  rc- 
^  mained  on  the  parade,  where  they  continued  walking  up 
^  and  dbwn. 

<•  I  was  fo  troubled  I  did  not  know  iVhat  to  do;  At  length, 
•«  I  drew  fome  papers  oilt  of  my  pocket,  which  were  my  me- 
•*  morial,  two  atteftattons,  and  a  paflport  firom  Thiiringia. 
^  The  officers)  peiwiving  thcfe  papers  and  my  uneafinefs, 
•«  came  to  me,  and  enquired  what  thofe  letters  were,  I  com- 
••  municated  their  contents  to  thefe  gentlemen  with  a  great 
•«  deal  of  pleafure,  and,  after  reading  them,,  they  faid  to  me, 
•«  We  are  going  to  give  you  good  advice.  The  king' is  iti 
**  very  good  humour  to-day  5  followhim  into  thd  gartfcfl  j  you 
•«  will  not  repent  fuch  an  intrufion." 

**  I  would  not  confent  to  thh ;  but  one  took  me  by  the 
«•  arm,  another  by  the  ihoulder,  and  led'  me  along,  feying, 
••  Come !  come  into  the  garden.*'  Asforon  as  wC entered 
^«  it,  they  fought  for  the' king.  He  was  talking  to  fome 
**  gardeners,  and  ftoopfng  with  his  back  towards  us,  to  look 
«•  at  fome  plants.  The  officers  now  ordered  metoftbp,  and 
•«  made  me  go  through  the  following  ejterdfc: 
«*  Your  hat  under  your  left  arm  ! 
**  Advance  your  right  foot ! 

«  Thruft 
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^  T hriiA  out  your  cbeft  1 
*^  Raift  up  your  head  f 
.  ^  Take  tbe  papers  out  of  your  pocket  L 
«^  Riaife  them  wich>  the  right  kand  I 
^'Remain  in  that  attteudt* 

<<  Aft^r  they  fitted  oie,  turniiis  rooiiJ  from  tone  Id  time 
*^  to  fee  whether  I  remained  iii  my  pofitJon^  I  peroeived  that 
*^  they  wanted  to  bugh  at  my  expence ;  bu6 1  was  fo  fright<* 
*^  ened  tha«  i ftoed  as  molionlefs  as aihlue.^  Scarcely  bad 
<'  the  offioers  proceeded  a  few  paees  in  thegasdeq^  before  the 
<<  king,  turning  round,,  obferved  my  immofieable  figures 
<>  He  caft  a  lode  at  me,  which  feemed  like  a  cay  of  the  fum 
^  He  lent  a  gardener  to  take  my  papers,  and,  as  Coon  as  he 
*^  got  them  into  bis  hands,  went  into  another  alley*  and  I  loft 
<<  fight  of  him» 

<>  A  few  moments  after  he  again  appeared,  with  the  pa- 
'^  pers  open  in  his  left  hand,  and  made  a  flgn-for  me  to  ap- 
*^  proach  him :  I  took  courage  and«advanced  up  to  him; 
'*  Oh !  with'  what  goodnefs  he  fpoke  to  me  f 

«(  My  dear  Thuringian,  you  are  come  to  feek  your 
*'  livelihood  at  Berlin  by  inftruding  youth,  and  the  ouftom- 
*'  houfe  ofiicers  have  taken  all  your  Thuringian  money.  It 
"  is  true  that  batxis  are  prohibited  in  my  ilates  ;  bat  the 
*<  Cttftom*houfe  officers  ihould  have  faid  toyou,  *<  You  are  a 
«  ftranger,  you  are  ignorant  of  the  prohibition.  We.fball 
<<feal  up  your  little  bag;  take  it  back,  return  it  to. Thu« 
<<  ringia,  and  fend  for  other  fpecie.''  But,  it  was  ill  done  to 
•*  take  them  from  you*  Be  eafy,  your  money  ftalJ  be  rc- 
'^  ftored  to  you  with  intereft.  Yet^  my  friend,  it  is  bad  to 
<^  be  out  of  bread  at  Berlin ;  the  Berliners  give  nothing*  Be* 
<^  fore  you  have  made  any  acquaintances,  your  money  will 
•<  be  totally  expended/' 

*'  I  was  fo  confounded  that  I  could  only  utter  two  or 
•<  three  words,  and  thofe  not  articulately.  The  king 
*<  walked  onwards  as  if  on  the  point  of  quitting  me;  and 

«  then 
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'« then  he  made  me  a  fi^n  to  follow  hi  A*  I  approached, 
**  and  chit  it  a  faithful  narrative  of  our  converfation  : 

*•  Where*  did  you  ftudy  ?"— "  At  Jena;  'flre;*'— «  At 
•«  what  period  ?'^—"  From  1716  'to  1720/'—**  Uiidisr  what 
•*  profeflbr  did  you  learn  ?"—"  Under  dodor  Fcntfch,  firft 
^  profeflbr  of  divihity/'— *«  Who  were  the  other  pfofeflbrs 
^tf  the  £u:ulty  of  theology  F**— ^<  Buddeus,  Dantz^  Weiflen^ 
•*b6rn,  Walch/'— **  Have  yon  well  ftudied  biblics?"- 
*^  Yen  fird,  under  Buddeus.*'-^«<  Is  that  htf  who  had  fo 
**  many  difputes  with  Wolff''—"  Yes;  fire,  he  was** .... 
5*  [The  king  avoiding  this  anfwer]*^  '^  What  other  eourfes 
V  have  you  followed  f"^'.— <<  I  ftudied  thetics  and  exetics,  un* 
*^  der  dofior  Foertfch  ;  hernieneutic  polemics,  under  dodor 
««  Watch  i  hebraics,  under  dodor  Danfz  i  hooieletics,  un- 
*<  der  dodor  Weiflenborn  ;  paftorals  and  morals^  tmder'Bud- 
«»  deus.''— <<  Do  the  ftudents  ftill  fight  at  Jena,  as  they  did 
•'  formerly  ?*'—««  Thefe  diforders  prevail  no  longer,  it  11 
^^.poffible  to  live  as  ifuietly  there  now  as  In  anV  other  uoi'* 
**  verfity,  provided  that  Care  be  taken  to  eoiiform  to  the  ef- 
**  tabliihed  cuftoms.  When  I  firft  went  to  the  univerfity, 
«*  fome  of  thefe  renomift^^  were  expelled;  and  fcnt  to'prifoa 
«^  at  Eifenach,  where  they  learnt  to  moderate  their  cou* 
••rage/' 

**  Here  we  heard  the  clock  ftrike  one.  «« I  moft  go,*' 
••  fays  the  king,  ^<  they  expert  me  at  dinner/*  When  quit* 
••  ting  the  garden  I  faw  none  of  the  four  officers,  nor  were 
•^  they  on  the  parade,  but  had  joined  the  king.'  I  remained 
•^'On  the  parade.  It  was  27  hours  fince  I  had  eaten,  and  I 
•*  bad  not  a  farthing  to  buy  a  morfel  of  bread;  not  to  mentioa 
•^  my  fatigue  occafioned  by  a  walk  of  eight  leagues  on  foot 
•<  through  fands,  and  during  exceffive  heat.  In  this  forrow* 
•*  ful  fituation  I  did  not  long  remain  before  a  huflar  cam« 

*  Turbulent  young  men  are  called  renomifti  in  the  Germai 

ULiverfmei. 

OS 
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*< IMI  Ae^ parade^  enquiiiog  where  the  perfen  was  towhom 
**  the  kiDg  had  fpoken,  that  morning) '  in  the  garden  ?     I ' 
<*  prefeatcd  fayfelf,  and  he  conduded  me  into  a  large  rooaiy  * 
<S  in  Miich  were  pages,  fenrants,  and  hnf&rs.     My  guide  led  "^ 
*<  me  Co  a  tahle  weU  fenred,  with^  a  cover  for  me^  prefented ' 
**  me  with  a  chair,  and  faid,-  ^^  The  king  has  ordered  thi^ 
''dinner  fdr  j6u,'and  hids  me  defire  you  to  eat  heartily,  and 
'*  to  addre£i  yourfdf  to  no  perfon  :    I  am  ordered,  alfo,  to"* 
*^  wait-on  yoQ."    I  did  not  know  what  to  think  of  all  this, 
''  and,  tmwilling  ta  let  the  king's  huiTar  attend  upon  me,*  I 
'*  pceflEcdJiim  to  fie  down;   but difcovering  that  it  was  inl- 
**.  poffibleito  perfdade  him,  I  took  my  refolution,  and  began' 
'i  mj  meal  vriih  a  good  appetite*    After  the  defer t,  the  huflk^  * 
VcoUededwhat  remained  on  the  pktes,  wrapped  it  up  in' 
*i  papcf,  and  made  me  put  it  in  my  poci:et.     As  foon  as  ttif* 
*'  little  Cover  wak  removed,  Ifaw  a  feeretary  enter,  who  «e-* 
**  turned  me  my  papers,  with  a- letter  addrefled  to  the  cuf- 
**  todi^fHoufe,  and  who  counted  on  thetaUe  five  ducats  an<f  a 
*t  Imii^'or,  fern  me  by  the  king  to  take  ine  bade  to  Serif n.* 
**.  After  thb»  the  fecrecarjconilvAed  m^  tA  fhtrpa1ace«gate,' 
*'.  where  I  found,  a  chariot  and  fix' birfes,  into  which  he* 
'^  oiade^me  afcend,*and  (aid  to  the;  fervants,"*'.  The  king* 
*^  orders  you  t6*  conduA  this  ypung  man  toBeriin,  and  toac-^ 
<'  cept  nothing,  fliould  he-<^er  you  money  for  drink."*    I 
M  thanked  my  fbCTetary,ahd  departed.    ^   -^  '  ' 

*  «^  On  my  arrtyala(  fitrNfl,  tht  HA  thing  t'did  Was  to  tarry' 
**  my  letter  to  the  uncivil  cuftom-houfcf  officers.    The  chref* 
«^  ofthefe  turned  (irft  i«d,  then  pale,  did  not  trttel-  a  fyll&bfe, 
'<  and  gave  it'to  another^  who  {lut.onhis  fpe£bicles,^re^the' 
*'  tetitvand.  harlded  it  to  a  third  amidft  a  total  filence  :  at 
"  length,  the  laft  of  them  told  me  to  approach  and  write  a 
*"•  fieceijiit,'fignifying'tha\.ttiey  fiad  paidiTie,  wifhoiit  any  cfe- 
*^  du^lfon,  the  fam  of  406  cft)wn%,*&andehbourg  monej^,  for 
*'  ihj  MtiM  of  Thuringia;  *  'That  fuih  Wns'iccordingly  paldL 
"  to  me.     Then  they  called  a  fervant,Vhom  ibcy  ordered  to 
Vol.  II.  Mm  *'  follow 


«f  feUintnftlodMfipkrf  tlHrfipv«i%  and  to  dttebqrgirirhat- 

'^tUMgbi.    And  k  wM  ikus  (tet  t|i»  king*  ictasocdir  «e 
*^  (m  lit  ba<Jrfioaiifi^  Ajramaqr 


.  Nofhtnn  iftfo. ridSQidour  tti cImt attiiicif  ^C  tin  hawwdhi-' 
ZMS  9f  BeiUo  ID  obttin  eoiplf  titka.  A  cilrtaiv  iU|Mttor  of 
tb«  ^^ii*s  h^SpiuA  aft  P^Mbm,  hogging  the  kmtrodtf  Aiy 
t#  oMiehim  9*  pmfCoutMioif  ^f^Bmm[<Moro§  wr%  the' 
king  replied^  ^  I  cmmi  ftiilBe  )ro«i'«  ^'t^rrMft/iAM,  bie»iie 
«« lbtre>9rf  oo  pritfato  afiktrt  in  my.orpbftikboiifti  nmiifaair 
«^  cr^«  joiii».4«ir^A0r  ^HMr,  keoadfe  oqi^  oaphatt.bQoii  thet 
*  V  H^i*  w$g^  w«r^  t)asi.  1^  gife  yoti  »  owric  «£  mnf  ^aoiMii\ 
^\  i  hi^a  M  4bje^)ra0  to  «rfl£l  a  new  ^e  io:  yMC 


miiAMy  Wp«k44iip  ttifiwii)dawftaf  a^heighboaijiigic^ 
cbe  {hmAi:  ftMti  ktlBri  rcpvfaidng  to  him  dn^  this  adICce 
digrilnA  Ihtnvoflhei  lights  atadbaggUig  him)  not  tcicMiiinie 
it,    Hfffitroie  bMMH  cka  re^udl^  ^  H<ittf>^  ik»f^  wbr^' 


£a  ecdefiafttc  of  diftjWMoo  fiw  tbehfug  a  workHiffkCta' 

ifa((|qUoimg.afiApf»: 

^'  Ibav/e  Mcdw^  jpRr.liaa  i««Aft  «6«  Holy;  Sp*Ht^  and  ( 
^*  fnjQodfQ'Ui^  f^m  Sgm'^  uadcf  Ms,  biaJyi  pnotoaiqir^ 

/  •  ■  * 

•  Tb»  «a;vM  l^e  scpfiipai  ag^ngiiii,  ^tmm  beuig^OQ  ^iwd> 
^V.  The  Pcenf^b  i«#  f '  JfW  f^.^^f^tSfomff  k\Sa^JBj^ty 

Vol  EhgUIh  it  admits  of  nof§int^ 

OftC 
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(tee 9iiim§B^i)f96 ...4 . wrolfll tori thrhiaf  id sflt tor 
%  plase^  oMbrving  tibit  ke  wb  «f  tUr  nilfortiNMMlMily  «f 

**  wtri  RICH  ANft  icunmAiiT  T 


A  jwuBg  bmn.iwbo  M  twtn  at  Paris,  wheif»  he  4itfti^  • 
great  part  of  hU  fortune  in  cofFee*kMMifiHi^  H  pfa^aad  h»*' 
hind  the  fcenes,  aiked  the  king,  on  his  return,  for  a  place, 
ife  mfeiyet  %\txm^  ofMs  i^  aofliAl*  Oi  kit^  rf  dmfmkis 
fog  hit  aftf^er. 

Th9  ^^harl^iA  gen^^  ^  f  t#  M^^iy^  Mwg  MM  th^  kkiff 
to  pwnit  hli9  ta  nMNT  9U  Ibie  eh«>bip»  9f  regip^f^ta^  ifiei^ 
to  prov^,  by  vaf imft  r^(^8t  l)Mt  t^  woh)4  k9  an  MliniMlf 
bcyui  nifllluM)  Ikan  19  le^we  th<t  fihaice>f  ihfm  to  ^  p(»k>- 
irtli^    FfciifH  wfAt^  underneath  b«  fiej;kMP>  **  ?%?*»»- 

<    imu    t^ 

A  fMRg.  Ifldjp  of  Hdbcndorf;  extiM»i)|^  IMly  ai|l  vipiy 
haodfome,  waited  for  the  arrival  of  she  kinf^  at  a  pbRK  mttttt 
he  changed  horfes,  requefttng  him  to  procure  her  an  admif* 
6mk  ii|ti>  a  Gonvent.  Freder jsfc,  cbprolQi  with  htr  lAiMtf 
tmt frgahiftefe,  fi^piiud^  ^*  Mfdtm^ym  mn  fuk  ftt9itfa  mmf^ 
•^i^habrnfiai^  }m  nmjt  bm»:^  .<$  i  ama  poor  gjkd/' fiwl 
Jheyi  **  Md  m^  msRfr  will  matry  me,  at  I  bawe  no  fbni^naL^ 

kiAf  klAanatf  a<ke  a  promiciali  cgiwifdilor^  the«  paeieiit,  if 
he  #Bir  WMrriftd,  The  oounMhirMplfinsirt'theaftrnamirt, 
he  feptaitaA^the  pcDOiifo  w)>«h  he  had  nade  t*  ti)e  young 
hidjr,  afd  £his  ro^Be^bpnie  highljr  fiaiefiedi  &QUi«  thUip 
affer^  lh»  lung  fem  her  «ne  «hauf*).d.ivoK|^  witfc  &  liMf> 
afluring  her  that  he^wo|iU  9iake  her  a  JOBoceeonfid^^aUr^i^ 
fent  a«  foon  at  flie  bad  found-a-hulband. 

M  m  a  An 


.An  old  feijntiity  Vho  had-becn  protnifiad  a^plac^t  ivas  don- 
thuzWj  tkjtAtd.    Tired  ^ith  wdtittg-.fo  kmg»  lie  addidBbedi; 
hfrnfrif  ia.the  kiogy  raqueftilkg  tht  place  of  aft  iarped;or  q£ 
Talt,  lyhi^tv  wastbenyacane.   The  ktogTentlus  memteial  w 
the  minifier  Werdcr,  with  the  fotkitriag 'letter ::  -  ...   • 

^<  I  hope  you  will  not^r^ed  my  invalids.  Ton  havi  ban 
^tjmrfilfdfoidier.  l  am  ftill  one,  aad  am  ba^fy  ps^ta  tef 
«^:cbiiurad6s  ukeo  care'^f/'  '  ♦    r- 3 

U.A  poior'pflicer'^- ^^tWoW)  who  mi$^<  very  infirm,  having 
afked  fome  afiiftance  from  Frederick^  he  anfwered  her  thus^. 
«I  am  afflided  at  yeur  infirmities  and  your  poverty* 
^  Why  did  you  not  Write  to  me  fooner  I  At  prefedt,  there 
^*  is  no  pehfion  vacattit ;  but,  I  mnft  afBft  youyfor  your  huf« 
^•bdnd  was  a  brave  liianv  whofe  lofs  I  iincereiy  regltt.  . 
*  ^*  I  (bail  every  day  retrench  one  dt(b  from  my  caUe, 
^^whiebMrillfnake  a  faviiigof  365  crowns,  and  you  may 
<<  depend  upon  this  little  fum,  whieh  (ball  be  paid  you' on 
<'  theiirft  of  next  month,  and -until  I  find  a  penfion  for 
^  you;  as  Ifaave  given  orders  to  beftoi^  on  you' the  very. firft 
5<  that  ihall  becooae  vacant."  •  - 

Y  A  colonel  in  the  king's  Xuit,  who  had.  a  great  many  chit* 
llrco,  was  under  the  neceffityof  incurring  debts.  Th^ 
kiiig^  finding  l^im  one  day  melancholy  and  penfive^  iaid.  ta 
l^mii^^Towarta^uM^ysuneafyl  what  is  tbi  matUfvHtb'ytu^ 
*^  Betibem  friiuds  wejhmdd  mah  m  fant  rf  our  iiffickltia :'' 
and  then,  without  giving  him  time  to  anfw:er,  he  added»  *'  / 
^hmui  heard  that  you  awe  2000  croums*^  Here  the  king  turned 
^O'  the  table  near  Jiim^  and  taking  fome  rouleaux  of  louis,  be 
!gave  them  to.'' the  colonel,  faying,.  *v72;{/i  an^ia  pay  your 
.^^Mtii**  th(Qp,  giving  him  as  many,  more,  <*  and  tboft  an 
-^'Jta-ifUibl^  you  tor  avoid  contra^ing  any  m9ri»\ 

:.  A  ^  ;  •.  One 


One  of  the  fefng's  fcrvants  haS  put  Kim  fo  hiuch  out  of 
patience  that  he  ftruck  him  a  blovf -on'the  car,  which  rather 
^deramged  his  tefir.  The  latter,  wtthout  being  dlfeftnctrtc^, 
places  himfelf  before  the  glafs  in  'the  kmj't  r66rii,'-aftH  afl- 
jufts  his  curls  which  had  fallen  down,  in  his  prefence. 
•**  How,  rafcaH"  fajs  the  kitigi*«  you  have  the impiidence" 
..,»;..  -  «*Sire,^*  replies  the  other,  «*  It  is  only  to  prevent  tfte 
**  people  ki  *^tfae  ^ntiehamber  from  feeing  what  haypafled 
i**  between  hs^**  The icteg  could  not  refrain  from  laufghin'!, 
and  went  Ftito  >anoth»  room.  .       .  '- 


A  chaplain  of  a  regiment  was  a  great  favourite  of  ttie 

fkingy'wbottook  a'p)eafifre  in  foking  Wkh  him.     Meeting 

binrone  day,3ie  afkecl  him  where  he  had  been  i  "  To  fee^a 

».**  fick  man,"  replied  the  chaplain.  **  Ah  I  my  good  friend,'' 

faid  Frederick,  '•  do  me  the  pleafurc  to  go  and  vifit  one  ^f 

•.«my  Kbrfcs  ihat  is  fick.**  '-  «  With  air  my  heart,"  an- 

fwered  the  pricft.     Accordingly 'be  went  to  the  ftables,  and 

aflced  for  the  horfe  on  which  the  king  generally  rode,  ex- 

.amioed  bim»  and  ^ii'^^d  the  equerry  how  to  treat  bim. 

After  this,  he  pre£entcd  a  bill  at  the  treafury  of  the  flabtf s 

.for  lao  crowns,  as  the  pric<:  of  a  vifit  made  to  bis  ma« 

.  jetty's  horfe,  and  for  prefcriptions.    The  cafhier  fends  the 

bill  to  the  king,  who  fays,  knittmg  his  brow,  **  Goodt  for 

^*  this  time;  but,  henceforward,  I  difpenfe  with  his  vlfits.'' 

So  dangerous  is  it  tofport  with  crowmd  heads  !  *   *  t 

One  of  his  geJie^als  havilig,  defif ed  the  king  to  ftand  god- 
father to  one  of  his  children,  Frederick  himfelf  ai&fted  at 
the  ceremony.  The  minillcr,-  who  knew  his  difpofition, 
joJdead  of  making,  a  Ipng  difcourfe  according  tp  the  cuftom 
of  his  brethrcxi,  contented  himfelf  with  faying,  **  Since  ujc- 
'  <*  ceffity  oMiges  us  to  baptize  the  children  of  Chriftians,  J 
**  (hall  now  perform  that  holy  ceremony.  I  give  the  infant 
^  the  name  of  Frederick,  and  I  baptize  it  in  the  name  of  the 
.\  M  m  3  **  Fa- 


iH  *    t   r  *     ^   F 

<«F9tlitr,tbeSoo,andtheIIal]rGb9fti^4niepl'*  ''Hike 
<«  m^D  of  expditiao,''  oMerf«d  Ffffdiri^E  to  (be  4>rir^  ^ifier 
ll^e  ceremMjr :  *<  J  will  think  of  ysm^*  Aod^  fuoa  ^teri 
hf  pve  bi|D  4  food  Ijiiiog. 


Fftd«rick  was  i}eferiiMiit4  to  \^mn^\  Vii  Hfniids,  in  ibme 
degree^  provided  fi>r,  und  would  oot  tftar  f  ^Stfoft  w4ien  tbdr 
l>eticioii«  were  refiifcd.  Sometkiios  lie  eyen  gavo  to  iavelMs 
who  knew  not  how  either  to  wrir(M>r  rttd,  t>Ioces  in  vfckh 
writing  was  abfolutely  neceffiny  i  aod  hie  conftant  anrwer 
to  all  thefe  complaints,  was»  **  My  comrades  muft  bate 
^  bread  r 

In  I753«  one  of  thefe  men,  noltied  Wol'mr,  a  fl^k  fti 
fbe  pofl-offi|:(i  at  Dorboflieim^  boint  tHQbiflofl  bf  HiC4liM- 
tory  gf  neral,  he  complained  to  the ktDg>  #bo  reflorodhi*i  (o 
bis  p^ce,  and  wrote  to  ih^  dir eAorjr ; 

<«  You  mut  Mt  i^jea  old  fi5ldM»  l^bo  hvA  fj^tlt  their 
cft  blood  for  the  CMotry«*^ 

Among  FrBdertck's  fifigularitiies,  we  my  admit  the  ^r^a* 
Aces  wbidi  he  entertained  againft  e^itain  ^t^ks  and  certtm 
fTOvinces*  Vtyer  did  he  impart  any  of  hfii  boitnties  to 
Weftphaiins  and  he  wtt«|[reatly  attach^  to  the  P6mtr4- 
fiAabt,  hecaufe  tfa«f  wei^  more  fobmiflive  than  int^ig^nt. 

Never  did  he  grant  any  boanty  or  ftrviee  to  %h^  inhabi- 
tants of  Straiffbeif;,  a  ifttte  town  in  ifae  marche  df  Branden* 
bourg ;  and^this,  becaufe,  in  -fleeping  once  at  that  town, 
be  was  almoft  fuffooated  with  findte.  In  cs^tnfequenc^  of  the 
chimney  being  topped. 


A  man  of  merit,  bom  in  Weftph^ia,  being  one  day  pro- 
pofcd  to  him  for  a  place,  the  king  refufcd^  faying^  <<  Hi  is 
<*  a  Wejlpbalian^  and  gondfir  ratbing.** 


Mt 


r  It  *  iB  E  Jt  f  c  K^    ir.         Sjf 


mi  Ike  6ipD»  .iiflnd,  ^  <A  w^t^  aUhufe  M  yp^  fgt  shatf' 
*^  iA  CM»S|''«to|ilJet  ike  ttffieeci  »^  wbvtiymr  mitf^y  paid  ik$ 

III  I       I    lyi  I 

Tbe  fcj0g  htA  hemi  f<»  i)£ficfi  dtceired  dtat  he  k«cadie  ex« 
Mli0ly  tliSdent»  lUiA,  tow^d^jlbe  cndDf  his  nfe,  bdseved 
that  all  mankind  were  rogues.  A  ^ioce  who  was  nearihe 
lung  at  a  review,  on  feeing  the  vaft  crowd  drawn  together 

hg^t6^\A^U\^  <«  fnot  d^9ll^fef0(fU  ti^ei^nf ;..., 

^^  7%  Sp€  by  chiming  mt  ^wAtr^  USA  tfae  kifig»  <<  and  M 

HH  w«i  aiwYie  «U  cMrinced  rdnat  the  conimHIaries  of  pro<- 
vifions  had  robbed  him  dufing  the  feven-years  war.  Tht 
widow  of  one  of  thefe  conuaUIaries9  who  was  left  in  poverty 
h^  hfr  tbtffl>a«4  wr^f  bi«  « lcrt^»  ^ggitig  his  a^ftancje  as 
«  wr<»Piyftttfe  far  Ibc  iprobkjT  ^kh  Kvhicb  her  hulbaxid  butf 
ifirve^  ittei  hNi«»    Heanfurcftfd,  ^*  1  lM  tht  afs  i$  ibi  mai^tr^ 

la  i^  Af  lUf^iflUenflc  and  j^ctMitictiis  he  was  frequently 
ifli^^figd  vpvrn  He:had  :al]  the  treafrtrioi  ^  receipts  regli- 
jadymifstfd^  but  the  cafttieri,  apprised  «f  this  Ib^forehand, 
borrowed  of  the  Jews^  for  iw(fint]r*lbur  houra»  ^  &m9  wbicsti 
they  had  mifapplied.  The  Jdng^  informed  of  this  artifice^ 
-ordered  «n  imtnediiate  irtfpefUbn  of  the  treaAirtesy  and  fbm^ 
0f  the  <srfhters  thought  that  they  rouid  «i0(t  do  better  than 
imake  tbcir  cfcape. 


Tbc  omttitttde  of  fpies  ^om  the  king 'efoploycd^  was  ;a 
ctvcudifittnte  e^etremely  fi^gfeeabk  Ho  tht  iifhahitahti  of 
fietlin:  entcry  thing  that  pafled  in  private  bdufes  was  «ilher 
dtreAlj^'Ot  indtradly  convq^ed  to  <him ;  and  tmsfittk-^trie, 
4«4lloh^  iafenera),  originated  in  the  falfe  ftporcs  of  fcriiants 
ttid-JWitiiig-womenj^ctften inflacncedthetin«-s  conduft  to* 
MOidsAttaui  ferfoost^d^  ^  feme  meafure,  governed  the 
M  m  4  opinifH 


pinion  which  he  enterui^ed  of.  di^m*. !  HttriBg^iieanl  Wf  a 
^reat  fuppcr  given  by  one  of  hi»  privy' coilofdlql^»^^t4KhMh 
old  hock  had  been  freely  diyrulated,  hi  ifaordy  ^Sugitm^i 
this  counfcUor  to  dinner,  with  fome  of  his  miBipmiy  and 
had  only  common  wincj  fervcd  at  table.  **  Gentlemen/' 
beobferve<f,  ***  I  am  hdf  ricH  enough  tof  give  you  hi^wfirtced 
><  wines  :  if  you  wi(h-to  dnink  go6d  hock,  yoa  ililift4ltii 
**  wkh  my  privy  counfellors."   •  '  •■»  •     *     * 

V  Frederick,  being  one  day  tald  of  a  man  who  biid.ieoo« 
ceived  a  mprt al  hatred  agai^ift  him,  and  who  nevier  cfeafed 
fpcaking  ill  of  him,  replied,  *'  Has  he  two  bundled  theu- 
'**  fand  men?  If  not,  what  would  yott  have  i&e  da'  Co 
.-♦•bim?"  -•..,;..•  .  -     • 


In  one  of  his  laft  reviews^^  near  Berlin,  the  king 'riding 

full  gallop  on  the  edge  of  a  large  fand-pit,  ifae  £utd  gftVii  way 
.nnder  his  horfe's  hind,  feet,  and  he  would  bjive  £Ulea  into 

the  precipice,  had  he  not  been  affiled  by  a  l-obufrbuiekei; 
*who  fupported  him  on -his  fhoulders.    Frederick*  not  in 

the  leaft  terrified  -at  his  danger,  calmly  faid,  **  Tbmit  p9Uf 
.**  friend r^  to  the  man  who  faved  his  life,  and  never. <€ook 

the  trouble  of  enquiring  who  he  was  I 


By  the  partition  of  Poland,  and  the  king's  enterii^  into 

pofleffion  6f  that  country,  the  bifhop  of  Warmia  loft  great 

part  of  his  revenues.     This  prelate,  who  was  in  great  favour 

with  Frederick,  coming,  in  17-76,  to  pay  his  duty  to  him 

*atj\>t7<lam,'  the  monarch  faid,   <^  It  is  impoffiUe  you  can, 

•*Jikeme/*    The  bifhop  replied,  ,«  That  he  fliould.nejfer 

*  *^  forget  the  duty  of  a  fubjeft  towards.his  fovereign.'V.  '•  As 

.^•'foT  mac,"  faid  the  king,   «*  I  am  really  your  friend^  and  I 

f •  depenH  alfo  greatly  upon  yiur  friehdlbip.    Should  St.  Peter 

*f  One  day  re&rfe  me  the  entrance  of  ^aradife,  I  hope  yQ«i  will 

H  br  fa  |goo(]^as  to  take  me  under  yojur  doa]^,  that  00  peifon 

«  may 


F  RlB  CD   S3lt  t   O  Kt    II*  I37 

;^  4ttt  Jnil^  ::iimper :be  ^a^^ :  to  vconcn)  :cai|traM«i  iS^Mf^? 

part. 


Jofeph  II.  greatly  admirecr^rederrckr  and  never  fpoke  of 
him  bat  in  terms  of  the  higheft  eulogium.  When  he  heard 
f^-h\s  d(3Uh,;he.wa8- -vrith  prbce  Kaunitz  ^  the  emperco: 
ihedtearvaad  tbe^prmce  of  courJe,  as  we  may  naturally 
imagine.  It  is  even  faid,  that  the  latter  exclaimed,  ^<  ffTfen 
^^  wiilJBur0pe^iavi/uih.a  manat  tbat!^*\  -Upoit  this  occaiioa 
)be  whole  Imperial  army:  received  orders  to  wear  mournii^Y 


,  The  kings  fpeaking  one  day  at  tahle^of  ,the  new  arraiigf^ 
jnents:aiade  hj  the  eofp^ror,  in  fai^our  of  the  Jewsy  adde4, 
*^  LaM4eU^idwbkfU>tb0fe  naafuru^ .  lut  tbt  iti^mrs  atoxkg 
**  aUjaun^  cwU  not  refufe  taking  the  Jiws^  under  bis  prete&kiu 


'*Nodiing  could  equalahi  jealoufy  which  the  king  enter* 
tained,  towards  the  end  of  his  Hfe^  of  whatever  cottcerned  the 
boufeiOf  A|iftrra.  /  Eyery.  circumftance  which  pafiedatuhe 
Imperial  envoy's  was  watched  with  the  mioateft  attttUioft^ 
and.  whoever  had  any  communication  wkh  liim  riiqued  tht^ 
king's  difgracps  and  a  commitment  to  Spaodam    He  wrote 
one  day  to  the  chancellor  to.difmifs  one  of  the  lefeiendirits 
of  the  chamber  of  juftice.    The  chanceljorf  whowasesK*^ 
tremely  wdll  fatisfied  with  the  young  man,  fends  £or  him, 
ihewa  him  the  kitngVordeirs  and  aflcs  If  .he  caa  fuipeft  the 
reafon  pf  his  difgrace*    -The  young  m^n  confiden,  but- cm 
think  <9f  no  apparent  caufe.    Atlength,.it  occurs  to  the 
chanjcellorto  enquire  of  hini  whether  be  had  any  coauedion 
with  the  foireign  envoys.    The  referendary  only  recoiled  a 
letter  ddivere^  to  ^im  by  the  Ydlet-de-chwhrc  of  the  Au- 
X     .;.  *  ftran 


|Mm  BAVo^f  'Mlin  9t  VMWtfcH'M  hmMMS  %Jh4M  ^pcnlf 
iMUl%  fc  <fc>llliwt  miiirfiig  liWBii  lbi«l  4t  ^i^-lte 


J  H^l  f  VImllf lU  w^  t'fSUV/lTir  #/•  TW  MiMUKW  XXMII  If  J  »^  FFvl9«wlWr^y  tMw 

HI*   I  if     I        .^M^bk    All  i  .fl^I^M^      rfflt  ■?!!■  W  Jlft^     JCa^I^F' ^Adl^ft^L^. 

yws  lOi  ws  flnHKxfity  M  S^niii)  unuctr  tiK  ^»v^  of'  FTCCKfiink 
In  1744,  he  wat  declarednf  iige,^t  the  repeated  taterceinoa 
igTrins  totift  c^  Pfddbi,  though  tat  fotettir  It  nv^  Glider 
*-iiieie  ciffviiinnaiicefy  ami  at  tuc  inunieur  01  sn  i|iiiiiiiig  int 
Icbigs  fhat  Ifc  'whJtc  Ae  tetter  wliidh  in^  ftdtR  VMlRflbey 
^iivWh  ihb  iiiftnicn6A  that  Ibll^wslty  l>egj^g  Moi  nfttto^opcp 
the  packet  till  the  day  after  bis  depanott^ 

<^  6lii  |tf  fUMai9W-s?44« 

'    '^•fitei'fite  Ayiuhriee  99  «i  itaA  IftMc  €f  ■any fICBieimft ^ 

«  ttfrf^  pei>findcl, it»t  I  VimM ^rievarlianFft  thMgpR^vT  of- 

^  ferivj:  yM<uiA,'\!i^(m9ttiot9brAoMghMea^y^ 

^  iriTd  HiIerHv  %air9  ^i^n  me  of  your  peifca^    CMfiiar  me 

F*  in  yotfr  i^cal  frlfiiray  *  4o  inMMii  jfoii  tfiKjf  pniea  'iMaftCt  eon* 
-^'iMence,  tnd  "vAo-dle^tiis  yoo  «ob  ixkidi<ef«ri|ooMceil 

v'-frotoi  y<rtt^h^'^trfil!h.  I  ha«rtMly  opm  iitfteriEfft  'wliidi4it- 
**  tftdnes  «rte  to  ^oo, 4lMt  ef  %ofiotfr's  fftr  t  Mtinlt  *fiii«c  «a- 
^^  gaged  to  ^^ftifherlihed  hy  ]roul*fMple,  *m8'  aSoHFed 

'^  hy  tM  Eiiittpe';  tio  fe^  you  ti^y  tfMtlWt%f4lappMrs 
'^ivVrdi 'depend titi  onrfelvtfs,  ^nfl  to  tifew  AenttMiMMis 

^iroicedf  tmaokina  jnffSy  4be  ju^gfTicM  f  4f«re<bnli€dof 
'  ^  the4ttkt -^  ^Vfrteotberg)  fliat  )A  lAtt  tiniae  fiMMdad  the 

"  flmnber 


p  K  b:d  cuter  tl.         ^ 

«« nimilKr  tf  lift  ysm.     I  fmh  ^riA^M^Mfemb  fnr  tkb 

«<  Youtgmid  dou^s  and  f^tHeHSvH  friemly 

«<  lift  yMt  i  hMfe  1ii<  te  irikttM^g  ydor  «AjMitf  ifi^ 
«<  M0Ai«K  tte  mom  te  ihfe  4iftn>iMft'of  ftur  8»nwnaint» 
«<  as  I  imtgine,  tbar>  bi  illMiie  menforet  «tit  govd  ftftd  tte 
«« e^^il  ^H  vtfea  c^wMf  M  me.  On  ttii*  priiitq^»  I 
"^  tUok  iRyictf  flMJ^  «iachfritiKiaiip4iiidw»h 

*^  frankteiift,  Mf  feiiciMRiti  «n  ev«iy  thing  i^daiti^ie  ^  tlic 
<<  new  Amtton  icM  trtikali  yotare^potitbe  poitt  of  en« 
^'  tdrfiif  «  I  wm  fi0t  '♦Of  <t>f  «lK4b  laeii^  MdwVe  VM%  «hd 
*«  pfifiiinpliMi  IcM  ilitiiK  liilltal  ctf  MfniMtb,  fe  igfvt  «itirn( ; 
*'  Who  imagviie  «boir  fiMtiiMiit  lAlKNil^fo,  «nd  vvift  (hiSr 
«« frita*  to  iMnfc,  ^,  Mi  bR»«lit  «oly  thiMglh  tiMir  one* 
*<  dium.  In  as  much  as  this  prefiftttifiitfii  Woufite  rjilica- 
*  JoAi  CMi  tfa4B  lom  iMri,  do  ^MCdd  I  be  cotpaUe  on  the 
^  oriiei^»  tf  i  nigta6M  oeky  More  you  ^rtmt  tmm  of  yoor 
^laimidaBM,  w  big^et^  wili  hate^beMdodTf  tot«ll  yoo» 
^  from  ^evn  of  ptrfDii^l  iotereft. 

^<Moclirng4etiiom«i^rcmi»  ttHOi  ifaat  all  ejpos^ro  finaA  nn 
'*  the  outfet  of  zmnm  i^fha  oMErrs  ioio  ofiee,  and  hitoifaft 
» tAboi  gctieniDy  lAKOf mine  4he  t>^iOA  of  the  pciblic. 
MShotiM  yM  tegin  ty  >iAabtifliing  ywr  Mputatioiiy  you 
•^  uriUiooqotre  4io  foblic  lOonGdeifoe,  <iHiie1i  !•»  to  my  «pi- 
^tiioii^  nbe^moft  iefimble^  aft  ot^eAs&ra  foyoroigii. 

<«  You  liiH  omy  t)4if^  find  (Mirftm  wbo-wAl  Aaiter  yoo« 
<«  Mid  te  iMcmive  m  gain  yoar  ooaAdtnco  otAyto  ai)itfe 
<*  it,  and  to  govern  you  tbemfelves.  You  will  Add  amlttaer 
«« fiort  of  iiiifxi»  liktmibj  wni  ibit  {SriMipaUy  omong  the 
^<  oooitfdtors  of  admiiiifimiois  VfktmHA  •iy>«a  !bidt«robi 

**  yott 


•<79i»  th^-teMite^eroTifwof  afirift^-in  orfler  tD'miiage 

.5f«hea>:i<l<!^r|iMw^1  wbo^yrilL'i^iiderciiefitepieftiuttefs 

f  ^tf#ftilty^.di%Mft  >yott  >with.  taifincfc ;  aitdfii  rirndSTyott 

«'  w|Utfi*l^iiHfilldl4afi8n.'fi£  k^ptiig  you  m  leadtBrftring^ 

««  uA  thii.  jUndcr  tbe  jnoft^  WiUia&t  appearances,  and  in  a 

,f*  manner  thp  rooft  flattering  for  yourfelf. 

•  "Vc  You  wilt  aflc  mc,  then,  what  is  to  be  done  ?— You  muft 

«« make  yourrelf  acquainted  with  all  the  afiairs'of  finance; 

.^  mdie  choke  pf  AHo^  H^rifiaiy^  ^wto  bsis  wwhetliMbat 

^fSdbepiHl«Miil!a»  a^iclsfk  .«t  ftftbaltara,  rndpiOBiifehimia 

d^:teiidftaie  reconipecife  for  ioftroAtng  you  in  cf^  thing 

rv«ooMh«ng..^ourftlf     The  nefves  of<  acoutMy  ate  its 

i«<.  fidaire9.l  md&e  yourfelf  once  'thorough  waaAas  of  .them, 

ifif*.  yoti  wU.  tNrfeatl]^  hecotne  acquaiolied  wttkitbe  reft* 

.r  >Thef»:if^ao.ahyfe' which  Ihme  rtmsiked  ia.iaaoy  of  the 

:V  .CQurit  of  jGermany  j  which;i«i  that  the^iAiftera  of  the 

•^Vprjuett-poflpffed  the  tilie^lftewifi^  of'toWftm  ^  the 

^<^.eoiferon,iwhkh  conftitatet  their  iaapunity.    'vYoaricd 

.  ^  yourfelf  the*  iBoonveiiieoce  Mdiich  touift  eofur,  .ihould  you 

. ««  fufier  fuch  a  piaaice.  •      r-.      * 

:     ^  lti»  my  duty,  likewift,  to»p|ifif€yo|iy.that»yo»wiil 

f^  find  Iw/o  cQunfettoia  jn  the  adnvniftration,  agftinftwhom 

«(  you  w^ld  do  well  to  be  on  your  guani ;  the  onrit  called 

««  B  . .  • .  and  the  other  H . . .  •    It  is  for  youy  fir,r  to  ex- 

i^aopifie  into  their  condufi,  and  judge  how  faryim  may 

*•  thijlk.  thpin  worthy  of  your  coofideocc 

.V  Be  fif III ;ia. your  fefoLutiofis  ;  weigh  well  what  may  be 
,«(.fajd'foP.^  i^^ft  before  you  take  themi  hot,  when 

V  you  have -^mte.  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  ii&hk  jmit  vWU 
*^  o^iike^iig^ithangeitt  it  whatever  upon  any  confid^ation  in 

,««^tbe^wQrld,  otberwi^  all  willfpoirt  with  youriauihority, 

V  and  you  wiU:te  cofifideied  as  a  man  oo  whom  there^s  no 

..'.':;  ^^  Atlhc^  end  of  a,r^eac|i^infiliftration  you  will  ioevi- 
tH  tably  Mve.iiitiiguesitt  y^uc  courc    Funifliffeveidy  thofe : 
,       ♦  '  *«  who 


p  jt  Ik  o  E  ft  i?c?Ktii.         ^^t: 

^lake  i^ttl<are  not  to  imfc«e' th^ir  «xy<frpld.  -^ood«eO* 
^<  mi^laced  is  weaknefs,  as  unfeafonable  fevertty  fai  a  beiUduk^ 
^  cmie;  - Yt>ti  miift av^M^thi  twhtxtreoMi '^iHiiig^  tfx- 
«« ceAre  demency-  be  a  deitft  peculiar  otAy  1»  '«  nobhf 

•  ^  Ob  iiot  imagine  that  the  tcmnt^  <tf  WirteMbirg  vra*^ 
^  made  oitiljr  for  you^  but  confider  yoiirfelf  as  fettcMntd  tVi 
«<  world  by  PibvideHee  to  tnake  tbaf  people  bbppy.  AlHtk^ 
<«  prefdr  dmif  w^fasre  to'  yoaf  atouleoieiifs  i  and  if»  atyb^fr' 
^  agCy'  y6^  bre^ble  tc^facrifice  your  dtfires  to  che^ood  of  y^ti^ 
«<  fubyeas,  Vou  will  hot  Mly  lionftitule  their  tidl^^btK 
•*  be  dhe.fldmiraikMi  of  the  dniverfe.     V'  V-»     ;  .A   ' 

«<  YbtsiMis  the  ohkf  *  ^f-  ther  dvH  "rel^iem  tk  tbie  cbitntfy,' 
**  which  ^oiififb  in  honfefty  and  all  the  mdral  viriueir.  It  is 
««yMr^duty  to  fee  tkem  praaifed;  and,  kbdve'^sdl,  ho- 
««  manicyp«itcai^ft|a{¥klu!ecfe^erythinltihj^Wing.  'hesiv'e 
«  Fpirkrfil  f^eHgioii  to^^  ch«- er^ftin  '  On  thi*  ^tter  We  are 
<(«  alf'Uiiid,  and  led  aftray  by-^ffitreftte^i^rs.  ^WHat  nian 
«<  aiiiding  its  is  ira A  enough/ 16  decide  on  the  r^t  path*  ? 

<**Btfiv*re;th^n,b£.fainaticifin  in  religion,  which  produces 
^^  perfecuilons.  If  wretched  mortals  can  be  fuppofed  to 
^'  jpleafe  >the  supRKMi  'Qbihg^'  i^muft  be  by  the'bencfiH 
:<<  tbey^ddnfer  on  mankind^  ahd  dot  by  ^(Sis'df'violence'  ex- 
<*  «rei|ed  on  ftubbornitiinds.  But,  iliduldeven  the  true  re- 
<*  ligion,  which  is  bumanity,  not  engage^you  to^thfs  con- 
*«  iufty  itjs  dtdated  bypoiiCy*  for  aU*y66r  fubjeas'arc 
i<«  ProteflaritSk  Tolcratioh  wiM  rtakci  yo4  ^ofed  by  them  j 
**  peffectitioiv  will  fender  you  an  objeft  df  ^horror;  ^  • 
"  ■.  «.«The  local  fitoaticHfibf  ybtircouo^,  iWiichf  borders  oii 
*<  France  andlhe^ates^of  thehbufeof  Attftriay  obRge  you 
<^>^to»hold  a^tfiofjriired'and  eiyudrl^conduA'tdwafdi  thefe  pow- 
*<  erful  neighbours.  Give  no  token  of  prcdileaionfor'orife 
«  or  the  other,  that  they  may  never  be  able  tu  accufe  you 
««  of  p^cfalJtfi  foif'  id  their  v'arjcd  fortuiies,  dicy  would 
%:a  I  *'  "  not 


•«  araaeUiitf  iiMk 

<«  Ution  of  your  neighbourst  but  in  the  maintenaiicf  #i^^ 
«•  fyftei»  of.  ()i«fiii|ais.    B(t  ^mf^mif  %h^  Mepf  i4  Mm 

H  49W9fi|il.    P<|  M9l.fiifrKii  lilt  ^M  ^  ibt fi9tit#»  bit 

^^  fO)iiilM»  will|#Mififo1vHig  ;rmriiitf  f«  bi^^r^«« 

<"  Avail  yourfelf  of  yo«r  yOHttH  i^VitfiMt  aMMft  l(^  1^^^ 
«*  wMii^kf  «fr  Dedicate  fMu»  jinri'  f^  t^^^t  tbtn  ib^b  of 
««  9arr]W»g.  Tbt  fiWl  £rf  ^  ]FMI)i  i»  np«  HWIlioif^  » 
<«  HyjmA.  and  c^^ilsmcji  ihH)k#  ilMI  abMy  !»#  ikor^ii 
^«okiiap^  wheiKirbiiitfivmil^  Ifyoo 

V  wed  4^  piiacdVoi:  Cfo  gimiii  a)l«Mf<i>  ft^  Witt  ibM  ftt 
««dpei.]|09afay^iV^iol)#e!P#i9t]P^  TMl^^v«»oiiM 

<*  be  a  rttinau9  «a«cM^  ibf  yM,i  and  yott  wmM  iwivf  m 
^«  otfaer  a4vipuge  fro»  if^  ikM^  M%  Ap  Uf^  #f  ytfli*  fa- 
<<  tb^^in^Jiaw,  Quv  ji:  y9u.«hfti(f  »  wife  tf  ^  ^tof«ft«v 
<•  nearly  iwfeniblkif  j#iir  oini»  yon  viiii  life  niprr  bappft 
•<  becuijfe,  in  fach ;»  cafe*,  y4#»  mi^  ^ji  iMre  imnqvittky » 
«« and  the  ewfi^  ff  jaafea^«  whkfe^y#  I^MtfHr  tti|i|r»  fiv< 
«« 19  (heir  AoAw,  wiU  not  be  (<onbMMfto  to  jm. 

«<  Reijpeft^  ymr  npotbcr»  On  a^tfi«  «f  ^nr  life.  Tkt 
«« mofeat(n<«im  yon  yiQF  «p  baiH  ii^wmtt&imririM'wM  yoe 
Kbe.  Alwaya  fMbmit  to  be  in  ite  nmsog^  ihoiiM  yae 
««  happen  to  bare  any  difiaiyNMce  ^<fitber#>  Gfftinaado  to- 
•<  war^e  parnitf  knavvi  b#  bniMdH)  wn  alp  biMMrf^  fi* 
<«  itteving  too  Uttla^  bitf  nn¥<er  fer  ItmiO^  rfilboMMd  teo 

«  ThiiwuwmtBndarti)|(;iiiiei»igny  CM^ 

-Ilia 


FESBSEICK        fl.         i|;43 

^  I  do  not  enter  into  a  wide  detail  rerpefling  indifiefent 
**  matters,  and  which  are,  therefore,  parel j  arbitrary.  The 
<*  tender  attachment  I  have  for  yon  is  fach,  that  I  (hall  al- 
^<  ways  take  a  fincere  part  in  your  contentment,  and  that 
^<  I  (hall  hear  of  the  apphufes  and  benedi  Aioos  beftowed  on 
^  you  by  your  fubjeds  with  inexpreflible  joy*  Every  op* 
*'  portiioity  of  proving  ufefnl  to  you  ihall  be  feized  by  me 
^*  wtdi  the  gieateft  eagernefs. 

<*  In  a  word,  there  is  no  happinefs,  my  dear  duke,  I  do 
^  not  wifli  you,  as  there  is  none  of  which  you  are  not 
"worthy, 

«  Frbobrick.'* 


SUP^ 


f.?: 


1-.;.  I. 

* 


.11      :ji  o  !   ^  3  a  r  ^.  *? 
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S  U  P  P  L  E  ME  N  T 
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ANECDOTES. 


AT  the  period  of  making  a  difpofition  for  the  Vatxie  of 
Zorndorf,  and  whilft  the  troops  were  quitting  their  eo^ 
campments,  the  king  cooverfed,  dmring  the  march,  upon  dif* 
ferent  fubjeds,  not  only  with  his  officers,  but,  with  the  private 
foldiers  of  the  feveral  regiments.  Amidft  a  battalion  of  gre<* 
nadiers,  belonging  to  the  garrifon  of  Berlin,  he  perceived  an 
extremely  aged  fubaltern,  whofe  head  appeared  tdtrfly  baM 
Qoder  the  rim  of  bia  cap,  and  who  carried  his  wig,  fattened 
to  his  knapfack.  The  king,  advancing  towards  this  old 
man,  and  having,  with. a  look  expreffive  of  ftrong  compaf- 
fion,  furveyed  him,  for  fofne  time,  laid :  **  My  Jriind  / 
**  wotUd  it  not  he  majfary^  ai  your  duanui  agty  to  give  yeufemi 
"  comfortable  retreat  ?  What  do  you  know  ?V. .  . .  «*  Nothing* 
^*  fire  I  nothing  have  I  learnt.  I  can  neither  write  nor  read* 
*'  From*  my  youth  have  I  been  a  foldier,  and  the  only  art 

^  which  I  have  acquired  is  ^hat  of  killing !'' ««  Hm 

"  long  have  you  fervedf*' •«  Six  and  forty  y<ars  : 

'<  but  I  am  yet  in  the  vigor  of  health  ;  and  if  4he  war  be  not 
^^  fpeedily  concluded,  doubtlefs,  my  turn  will  come,'  arid  I 
^  ihall  fall  like  the  i eft.  This,  however,  is  a  confideration 
^  which  gives  me  no  uneafinefs.  Tp  a  military  life  I  am  fo 
Vex..  li.  N  a  <<  accuftomed 
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"  accuftomed  that  I  can  face  death  without  terror*  And 
*%Y^U  there  is  ofn  circumQa^ce  whfch  fiJIs  qic  with  concern, 
'^Take  thai  assay  !.  and  I  can.aiure  your  najefly  that  I 
'*  could  expire,  not  merely  with  indifference  but  with  the 
f<  utmoft  pleafure.'%  •  .  •  ^^  j/nd^  wbat^*^  exclaimed  the  king, 
in  accents  which  difcovered  how  greatly  he  was  afiede4i 
^'  //  this  drcun^ftanci  ?**....  "  Siris !  I  have  but  one  boy, 
*'  who  feems  likely  to  grow  up  into  a  robuft  manhood :  his 
^'  mother  has  taught  h(f^  to  read  ;  but,  1  «ould  iiave'wiflied 
^<  that  he  had  learnt  fomething  more  than  his  untutored 
**  father ;  and  been  put  into  a  good  fcbool.  $uch  an  edur 
<^  cation  would ^irove  farviceable  to  hisH  ihould  he  be,  here- 
<'  after,  raifed  to  a  company.  Qut  the  misfortune  is  that  I 
<*  cannot  afford,  out  of  my  little  pay,  the  price  of  his  in- 
^<  ftif«aio&,''  •  •  .  **  Whert  ii  j»mr/mf\ .  •  .  The  father,  in 
Mfwisci  mentioMQd  hit  abode  and  his  nane.  Soon  ate^wfM'ds, 
Ibt  htille  coaimeilcfd»  and  the  old  man  efeapcd  itt  ng^ 
without  a  fingip  wound  f  and  when  the  hufiar  whohtd  boeii 
difpatcbfldta  Jlerlip,  wkh  the  news  of  theviAory,  rettviM^ 
M  the  arqvf,  he  put  into  ibe  hands  of  this  bsavc  veteran  a 
Ui6iK  frofp  his  wife^  ta  which  ihie  iniiornied  him  that  ftf 
bid  bctn  commanded,,  in  the  )tiag'a  name,  to  delirer  up  her 
C(tai,.ajid  dbat  hr  had  bean  placad  in  the  Gr^  CoI^$i  wb^ 
hcvfis  lodged,  boarded,.  cfafOhed,  am}  iivftrufiiod  at  she  ea^** 
)>toce  of  his  majefty..  >  Over  this  ioseUrgeace  the  good  oM 
man  ftod  tears  of  joy  ;  and  prayed  for  Ueffings  opo|i  a  fo* 
vereiga  who  h^  afxois4>Uihed  aU  his  wiflies. 

.  After  the  b%tt]Q  ol  Cuserfilorf,  the  king  fenrod  into  a 
will^««  where  he  6i^«dbil  he:^- quarters.  Of  coiirife,  thefaeft 
apartments  were  iele4|ed  for  bis.  refideAO:  i  bi^t,  here,  ^  be 
entered,  he  perceived  XW^  yoang  and  i^foiMidQe)  lieutenants, 
lying  upon  the  floor  i*  whilft  prcfMrat^^ns  wnre  mating  to 
remove  them  to  anQther  place,  in  order  tbett  ihey  might  aot 
|rt)ftr>i^  the  $K:COmaiQd>tioos  for  his  Majefty,    Fiedcrick, 
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tl|fiBiV]«|5tkit  tiie]x>qn8  lisudiodiio.  fheii  blood,  excbiio^d.!: 
^^Jl^f.  n^iJUmiii  y^  ^  wounded f*   Thtff  anfweced? 
"  Yeat^  lind  urciavf ;  buc^^  tbi*  ipaf  biB  cegafded^  hd»- 
^^iqolCflial,    provided  ^M  JTM  l»ire  gtiiiMdrthe  vJ6tor7.^ 
«>  lis  i^mi^wed.""  r«(4«d.  ibtt  I^ing,  ^  ji^iir  Ir rA^^t  -^  ^refi 
*^  A:  tki.fjfka  9f  tbomeh.    Sap  up  j»ur  ffmtS:^  a^iun  mayht. : 
^.^fffOtdt  ^nd aUga vkdL    BfU^  wif  ^^tmf  pwr  uiwnk 
*^du^    Om  pm  h^m  UMtdrF*    ^  No  furgeon  woukt- 
«'  di8^  Qnr/wQuiick.^  f  Ow'of  dksft  <A^er»  h^T  l{)fr  44  h^ 
of  his  arm*,  and  the  otivar  a  uPKt  of  hja  foco.]  The  kiogki* 
vf^icy^  viih  gae^t  ang^,.  «9iti|ft  »hn  JsaHwoufr  n^\  ig^ncct 
and  imffiediately  gave  orders  for  the  attendant  crfa^geon. 
VHicfft  the  latlvtP  bi<l  c:«a0iiQ$id  itofr  wonfidSf  bcfhook  his 
)vM>  mAdfditwl  thatdiffb caCttM^trebopfsIrfsw    The kis^ 
floHT,  takiag  fib^  two  991111^  roflfoor^  hjs  ttiehm4  ^drefled' 
faiafdf  wiih  tile  iivellcft  eaiMOOf  ta  tte  Airgoaii,  agid-fiud: 
^  Af  jikthf%  JMnf£  na  feoir  2  aibmr  ag^  imdufrnfiub  cm^ 
^Jlktttims^  luteri  fre^imth^  wpnh  wodis^^    He  tbeo.  di« 
seAed  chafe  they  flu>iild  bo  bh)o4e4»  b^ve  th^i«oiiii4s  dr^ft^ 
and  want  fio  coMresieacios  vhicb  it  «a|  poffibleto  psoourew 
Next,  turning  with  a  thresfepnuigji^eft  to  hk  atomdaatsy 
he  exclaimed:  <*  H^tc;  cptulu  iLU- endeav9ur  U  difplaci  iw 
^  /0^  unfkri^mMi  mm^  mMlpfi^  the  purp9fr  •f  finding  me  m 
^  lodgtugt  lam  ditirmmsdihai  they  fiall  remain  here  tmlH  they 
**  getbatmf^  andj  atUa^fuf^amOjjrecemeted'Uhienrmthmnin-^ 
^  c9i09emeHcti it  remeval H-fbenuUiary  hofpital.     J$  i9  myfelf,  1 
«'  eon  AearfnUy  pni  up  fukb  a-iad sipartment,^'    Ho  now  took 
}eaf^  of  ihe  wo«ndcd  oSeoTs  tn  thefe  wofds:  ^^C^gragef 
*'  my/Hendf'J'  fir^ueUt'  TPmi  may  depend  upm  myfrefuent  ht^ 
^  qmrtH.    I  wiil  late  care  ef  you,  finmld  yen  become  unable  U 
^^ferve  any  longer.     De  yem  underjtand  mef    I  wUtnotfirgei 
^  jwa.^    Tbefe  two  ofieers  wofe  cured  of  their  woonds^  and, 
after  the  peace,  tho  king  gave  tboni«wardt,  and  penfions,  as 
iwralidt* 
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Ic  b  well  kiiown  bow  much  the  king  loved  aod.efitemed 
general  Winterfeld*  Having,  one  day,  direfied  htm  t6  pro- 
ceed upon  an  expedition,  ke  allowed  bim  to  draft  off  for  the 
fenrice  only  twelve  dioufand  men,  notwitbftanding  a  former 
promKe  that  he  flionld  be  fupported  by  a  body  of  forty  tbou- 
(and*  Wtnterfeld,  Vrbo  conceived  that  the  orders  of  the  king ' 
bad  not  b^n  fvropoloufly  obeyed,  informed  hb  nafefty  of 
that  which  be  fuppofed  to  be  an  error ;  but,  Frederick  an- 
fwered  :  ««^  Atffrigni^  it  is  Virj  tn»  that  I  haw  fmt  you  no 
«*  mart  than  iiuehi  tbnf<ntd  smm'i  aniyfiirilf^  thenumiermufi 
«  prepe/uficient  wbtn  it  if  cmfidirtd  fiat  thif  oftt^htkdinif 
«  WinterfeU  !•♦ 

Immediatdy  after  this  remark,  the  king  mounted  bit  horfe, 
XjokUl  leave  of  hit  generalt,  and  rode  on  for  fome  piacet;  bot|. 
on  a  fodden,  returning*  he  alighted,  ran  towarda  Winter- 
fcld^  and'Taid:  ^^  My  dimr WittUrfeld I  I firg$t.ta  givi  fu, 
^  my  ift/tnOfions.'  jtf  far  as  tbty  r§lau  t$  yutfAf^^  tbey  W9  k 
^compriJedfoitbin§HiJbigliarticii:  ask(  this  is  tbatvdntbin- 
*^  joins  ym  J0  ptififvt  yourjelf  fir.  my  pAt.**,  In  a  few  days 
from  this  intervifw,  the. general  died  m  the  bcd.of  bonoTi 
and  Frederick  wept  ov^r  f^ich  a  loft.         % 

The  king,  having  entered  a  village  in  Saximy,  for  the 
purppfe  of  reconnpitring  the  ground,  perceived  .that  he  bad 
approached  a  redoubt  cpmina^Kkd  by  an  Auftrjan  oiptain. 
At  foon  ai  the  Ij^tter  d^fcovernd  tliat  bit  majefty  vas  \^  the 
itilhige,  be  kfipt  op  ^  more  brii^apd  frffqupntly  Kpeaxcd.ftripg. 
During  itt  pfogcefts  Frederick  lamainedin  deep  t^Mght,  reft- 
Ing  hit  arm  againft  a  barn«  W^^  apparently,  fo  r^sgaldlefs  of 
the  ihow^r  of  bullctt  wbich  fell  around  hiiPf  that  aqatde'dt- 
fwp,  who  attendedf  eptrf^^ted  bW  to  retire  f(Qai  io  danger- 
pot  a  fityatk>n.  But,  be  anfi^ered;  *<  Heoivm  wiH  diri& 
}\  thi  Ml  wiic^  is  fo  bjft^no  tbo  tauft  of  my  dfftt^aim*^  la 
fadt,  it  looked  at  if  Frederick  believed  in  fatalifm ;  a  dodriat 
embraced  by  the  generality  of  the  celebrated  heroes.    la 
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fi>iiie  minutes  aftenvards,  a  ball  ftruek  againft  th^  1ttro>  at 

the  difbnce  of  about  three  paces  from  him,  aod  was  imnaedi- 

ately  followed  by  a  fecoi^,  Which  fell  in  the  lame  dkeaioti. 

•«  /yii;/tfr/'  faid  the  king,  ••  this  is  iMCttdingly  knpittinent  I 

«*  Let  tb^  mifinants  hdi/h^idr  A  detachment,  direftlyi 

tnarcbed  up  lo  the  redoubt,  carried  it,  zM  took  the  captain 

and  his  whole  company  prifonera  of  war.     The  Pruffiari  fol- 

iiers^  having  feizcd  his  watch,  money,  and  all  the  valuables 

aboui  his  perfon,  concluded  their  pilhige  by  cutting  off  the 

brim  of  his  hat.    Hurt  and  exafpecated  at  this  indignity,  be 

defire^  an  audience  of  the  kikig.     ^^  Ah  I  my  dear  captain  I 

**  a  good  day  t$  you  /"  faid  Fr edecick,  when  he  perceived  himi 

**  what  is  your  pkafun  f*^    The  captain  complained  of  the 

treatment  which  be  had  experienced.  **  How  r  anfwered  the 

king,  **  aro  ym  4r  granger  U  tbg  ufoges  of. war  f     Pun&itios 

*'  art  nor  ngulaud^  i^on  tboji  occajiwsy  actording  to  the  uro*- 

**  momali  of  a  proceffion.     Ton  may  njoic'i  at  leaving  ifcaped  fi 

^^  cbiophf.    Aty  fildiers  mght  bavt  taim  away  your  Hfi:  and^ 

^^furofy^  lifo  is  prtfgrable  Of  tbo  Jbabby  brim  of  an  old  hat.** 

The  captain  acknowledged^    afterwards,   that  he  was  the 

more  aftbniflied  attbe  pleafiint  and  feimiliar  tone  of  voice  in 

which  the  king^  addrefi^d  htm,  becaufe  he  had  always  repre- 

fented  to  his  own  mind  the  conqueror  of  Silelia  as  a  fierce 

and  imperious  fovereign*    - 

The  following  anecdote  is  more  defcriptlve  thiin  dll  others 
of  the  Cool  indifference  with  which  Frederick  confidered 
danger.  This  prince  being,  one  day^  in  the  New  Marche, 
as  chrfe  to  the  Ruffiim  army  as  the  intervention  of  a  fmall 
rivulet  would  admit,  was  defirous  of  being  an  eye*witnefs  tO 
the  pofition  and  the  number  of  bis  enemies.  In  confe- 
quence,  he  advanced  towards  the  edge  of  the  watef,  fot<* 
lowed  by  an  adjutant,  a  fervant  on  hoffeback,  and  a  page, 
who  carried  his  telefcope.  Here,  alighting  frpm  his  horie, 
he  dire^d  the  page  to  ftand  immediately  before  him,  and, 
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^adas  *e  gjfcrft  wfenhH  fliotilBor,  li^  Tuf%%^a'ffl«ii|!f  4t 
dje  motioin  of  jbe  enem^;  When  Uib  •RulBahi  ^  BW, 
■A«isea^|.^,tbeyiUipt  *ii»^iite»8JHrt%««  tftSHy.'iiriiHiii 
Stm^^  ah  advftncedl  bofntry,  «,4t  dt«  bMtfete  OH  %Wbn'd 
^e  ki%,  ainiciweRd'.hr3  tMt  wtth  «b«!fe!iWbIb»<«- •**<». 
*>«nng  all  Ah  rfm.,  J?rWeritk,  nibtfbnlel&i  :«fl«^A'Bikt*fe 
«xed  agauft  the|;lafi  rf  ibe  wWft*pe,  fm^m^Wc  «hMiy 
^'ith  the  itaoft  rivttted  MfttxKxt.  At  feugtR,  4h  ilijmk 
«wi«iverf«lw  he  OiouM4,e  mrilKig  {»  hh  <luiy»  if  !»6dW»(Jt 
•ppnfe  bw  fibwreign  tsf  ibe^ti^^f  Ms  fitMtfen.  Hft  tf{<. 
*w»Bhed  into  by  dbgri^,  and,  fe«iiMy  pu}tiH|«ii«  Mi^«f  M, 
SM^iaid:  "Voufini^eftyfein)tl.ev«rytoMftbf|«Wli  ©tf- 
-  ferre  bow  the  bulled,  which  are  g«h«rAi«g  «»rt.aW«(ftt 

"and  ^oatr   For  fo„,e.t.W,  the  1«^  ««u«J'„«  die 

^^  the  ac^teM,  he  repUedc  «  /J^  m.^f^9^^it. 
draw.-  aad  then,  he  4«,d  reooorifc  ^  fci,  .*Wfej«. 
tta«n«  fur^eyed  all  wbfch  he  wa*  ddlro^s  «f  .*f^. 
*J  fa«liothe„age;  ^^Thtn  f^U,Mli:!j,^^.^r^\, 
«^  m.^.  <ti»edy  mo«flt«l  :bb  bbrfe.  att*  >b«tk%  iif«. 

A»,  pne  morning,  during^  ftmrner,  the  king  (food  at 

young  n.a,>.  who,  beari«g»hte«dle^ponfcaft*ttkfcr,«fW  • 
fe'tn;^  !?  »»«»«"» ««d  i*«»i«ed,  for  aro«fia*rabfc,j»e, 
»  th..  at^wde,  ^iederiA,defi««.»offc»owi»gwho4e,«., 
^deredthath.  fl,,,Jd  he  intitoduced..   ^^m^e^r 

«*W//T     L^     y«»»*«velihood«ay.bega}«ea,  bat'!,.-. 
«  ^*/4  A«*  u*,./"^  On.  lorn  to  fee  the  ^oM,.v^^ 
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••  pwt  %8  tha^  Berlin  is  a£nc  city."-^«  Jy!  indudf'*-^'^ 
**  Yes,  and  that,  tbtn^  a  good  living  may  be  pwocured.** 
'^^^  drtahly  f  yet  wtt  wkimt  indajrioks  labor J'-^'^  Nev^r, 
•*  in  the  whole  cborfe  of  my  life,  have  I  been  idle.*'— 
^  7»«rV  wrf/ /  Mlm  f  mrkiardf  and  mof  ireaven  find  a 
**  M^ng  up$n  four  Jabots  J''  Then,  tuniiog  round  to  one  oC 
Waattendants,  the  king  faid :  «  Give  that  youth  im>  kuis  d'ar:' 
•*  Oh  !  fife!  1  ifcank  you  a  thoufand  and  a  thoufend  times  ! 
•*  Oh  {  ifhat  I  <»uld  but  teftify  my  gratitude !  When  I  le- 
**  turn  loSaiflony,  I  v^rill  ^otare  to  all  iiiankind  the  goodncft 
♦«  «nd  tfce  genewklity  of  ithe  king  of  Pruffia.'^  <«  Ni  /  .^ip  / 
**  4X«i^  this  ifOriiigena;  to  yourfelf  'j  otberwife^  all  the  jomn^jmM 
•*  tamers  mil  rffair  u  me  in  order  tfhat  tbey  may  fe  totmnced  of 
^^thetrotOiofywragiriiiin!'^ 

Fnedoridk,  trho,  iniiis  yioiitb^  fbosetimes  frequented  the 
opera,  and  the  carnival  mafqueradcs,  one  day,  laid  a  wagcf 
•wikli  the  beimn  4c  Pofclnitz  thsrtte  couH  difceverhim,  what- 
foerer  difgoife  he  might  take  die  patns  of  alTummg.    At  the 
ifiisft  iScbttio,  Pcetnuz  tlrefied  a  pcrfon  of  his  t>wn  fiac  aad  fta^ 
-tore  itn  'the  firaie  mamier  as  be  had  appeaved  at  the  preceding 
an»(qiierade«    With  re^db  to  Mmfdf,  he  borrowed  a  num^ 
'^ler  c€  dianKmdi,  4md  wore  fo  vMtgdficeat  an  auire  that  tbi( 
icing  iitliletms^iined  that  it  was  <1ie  PoelaitB  whom  a  croud 
of  clamorous  creditors  wiere  aecHAomed  t6  iurroiind«    Th^ 
brilliant  mafk  afFe£)ed  to  follow  Frederick  without  feeming 
lo;kaow  him,  enteivd  into  ooniperfaliQfl'^ith  bin,  and  re- 
marked, in  the  hearing  of  otiiers,  diow  arderft^y  he  w^ied  to 
i^k  to  the  kmg,  becwft  \t  iwd  cuttters  of  tlie  .utmpft  mr 
fortance  to  ccraumrtiicate.     f^mierick,   naiw^ly  ciiric^usy 
Jmmedialely  took  off  his  mflfiflc,  andiakl :  ^^  litm  tbeiing*''^ 
^  AtAli* miwtrai  the  banon,  takJtag  off  Us  mafk,  <<  am 
«<  Peelnite  P'  —  ^  Brasuo  /"  replkd  Fifodcricfc^  *'  Tou  Imv£ 
«  won  !  But^  who  the  deuce  could  have  conceived  th^t  anypirfm 
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<•  W9uld  bavi  trufiid  J9U  with  fitib  a  quantity  of  valuatb  fia- 
««  monds  /** 

'  When  Frederick  travelled  through  hts  fta<e)i»  the  bdrgo* 
mafter  of  each  .place  where  be  chaDged  horfes  ftood  always 
at  the  gate,  and  the  king  generally  honoured  him  with  his 
converfation.  He  liked  plain  and  honeft  men,  and  thofe 
who  fpoke  with  cafe,  with  freedom^  and  fimplicity.  Some* 
times,  when  he  was  accofied  by  the  aged,  he  addrefled  tbeoi 
in  the  moft  endvaring  exprcffions  of  kindnefs  and  confidence. 
Yet,  he  could  not  bear  either  thofe  whofe  manner  was  em^ 
barraiied,*  heavy  and  reftrained,  or  thofe  whofe  drefs  and'wsy 
\of  fpeaking  difcovered  aSc&ition.  Amidft  fuch,  his  inter- 
views  were  eirher  foon  concluded,  or  he  amiifed  himfelf  with 
turnine  his  company  into  ridicule,  by  fliarp  and  fatirrcal  re** 
marks.  Thofe  who  were  ftrangely  habited,  he,  ufually,  fent 
away ;  but,  the  conceited  talkers  were  hot  often  fo  Soon  dif« 
milled. 

Whenfbever  be  paffed  through  A.  be  extended  his  ban([ 
to  the  ancient  burgo-mafter  of  that  place,  and  enquired  con- 
cerning his  health.  One  day,  he  converfed  with  him  longer 
than  ufual,  prefcribed  feveral  remedies  for  the  reeftabliib- 
ment  of  his  wavering  health,  and  took  particular  pleafure  in 
obferving  the  beautiful  and  white  trefles  of  his  hair.  At  tbe 
'clofe  of  the  converfation,  he  familiarly  put  his  hand  upon  Us 
ihoulder,  and  faid :  «*  Tu  es  conful Ramanus  /'' 

When  this  old  man,  named  P.  was  at  the  point  of  death, 
a  perfon  called  L.  was  bis  fuccefibr.  This  laft  was  a  fbleoin, 
fententious  man,  whofe  air  and  difcourfe  were  ftrikingly  de- 
(criptfve  of  pedantry  and  oonftraint  When  the  king  pafled 
by  A.  his  fit  ft  ^ueRion  was,  ^^'fUeriis  my  old  F.  f*'  jfcing 
told  of  his  death,  he  drew  up  the  glafs  of  his  carriage,  and 
'  fat,  gloomily,  in  the  corner,  without  uttering  a  fiogle  fyi- 
lable. 

Ai 
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•>-•«  fN^,  ^!  Hie  «dtaiblfi8  hjsr  m9«iier.''-«!fi<  9«4  tiismn' 

<<^^  M  £ir4ffR£"^'«  lift.t  4n  miftmiife  >ix>imiae    &t 
«<  Ibc^iogi  ii^Kre  ^x^a^  dbsr  linee  tiic  ^^ta/'-:-^''^^^^  fa» 

^  roofed  fabiiii^  wHicik  is  Mrcefy  faenicr  tbrna  Jsina  of  pA^ 

^  arife  fhmi  ^>f«rooiR'8  tsf  iliy  frkiyili.Hi^^  <Sbm^mwft 

^  ttf/wndiig  ihM*  iffiud  Jrom  ^tlfeipHifts^W^'^f  i*M^f«  ^^ 

lrhW«d  Aeldfeg  iflVhfls  Mirfktfi*6  featfch  •;  'but,1te'1froin 
*cbA>ltflflhg1A>rt>iirifc*t)f  tiklhg^^^^  df'her,  he  hcver 
"gave  %r^r  irtofethM  nlhiety-feVcfh  cWl^rhs  ;  ^d  thWe  were 
traftlJlhietfeAti^  *et  ^'(StSfeMt^firtie^,  toi  in  tmall  pdrtioht. 
PfeaferiA-Wim^^  tJ^'aferfear^'dffVirefc  6if%htet5erhian  mufes, 
by  making  her  a  prefent  of  Si  hlkV^)y-^dnlftru3a3  and  haftd* 
fbtne  houde,  in  fooie  degree  ful&ledtbe  engagements  of  hf» 
illuRrxdus  predecejdbr. 


M'MSttinolOtkn^fk^ iioihUtn ki^tnUS one  tifiht  khighth 
^tfreoi**  bf  tHhtffdfkyy^f  F^aerfflc-WilHahi  I;  d^iYtH 
^irrtiirfEohte  coniSWrfe  tb  wferlthli  ordfer,  Vhfth  JPrcd^f  ick  I. 
fcad  ynfritu'tW,  ^S  t\rhieh  Preflertck  Hv^otiffied;  ^*  j9# 
^  i^^y*  *ttf<v'etd$lJte  king;    «  //tf^/^  j^ctt  to  ^eOr  dtttbe 

■  i.i  'iiwr>  ,    -)       .  . 

Obrrng  the  Ihrbnryears  war^  an  ^o?r,  hauiag.  ^fim- 
^criihed  hta»{e)f  hy^arks  ^f  inrtrepidjiy  to  Which:  the  king 

"•' 'i^ludingtd  the rttUtnof  ^the  khrg  tfter  the  feven-years  warf. 

bad 


Bad  been  to  cyt-lfHtneftb  bU  majeftf  fent  to  hitn  <^  ord^  df 
■Mrii ;  hut^  Ae  former^  having  dtftevtrod  ihmi  ;if  he  ae* 
ceptcd  of  it,  he  {hotdd  be.obltgeil  lo  pay  ctor  docMs  fot  At 
inftrumeDC  of  inveftttiirc^  rcfufed  the-bbnourj  alMgtfig  thift 
ke  vms  poor,  and^  therefore,  incapable  of  j)rodilk;rng  a  Ajm 
which,  oooiparatitely  with  bis  finances,  wa>  of  fiipfr  a  mgnr- 
tilde.  Some  time  afterwards,  the  king  dircded  bim  to  re- 
inir.to  bit  tent,  witbb  whicb^  having  pointed,  out  to  hint, 
upon  his  table,  an  hundred  ducats  at  one  end,  stnd  the  crofi 
of  th^  Older  al  the  other,  be  loid  him  tb  take  hischojce*. 
The  officer,  without  hefitatioiU  fixed  updn  tbe.  ducats. 
««  rhu  tuani  a  pnpir  fmfe  tf  btmurV*  exclaimed  the  kin|;, 
and  <;ommanded  him  to.  withdraw*  In  the.^rar  of  ttle  fuc* 
ceffion  of  Bavaria,  tbe  fame  officaer  attiadtd  the  atieauoo  of 
his  maje^j,  who,  for  the  fecond  time,  g^ve.bim  tbe  order. 
As  he  returned  thanks  to  hit  pajefty,  he  alluded  tp  thepre^* 
ceding.circumftance,  and  faid  i  <«  Sire  !  IfiaU^  mu^  C9t^ 
««  ng  aioafuimmt  io  ibis  ordir  as  at  QnabonturabU  andpUafmg. 
••  M9fl finely  fl)aU  I  faj  tbi  ten  ducats ;  iecayfi^  finct  mj  refu- 
^^fal  ff  this  badge  rfdiftin&ient  yen  bgve  vpucbfafed  to  ralfe  m 
«*  f  a  compawf^  poffijfmg  which  I  am^  fortunatelj^  prevented 
^^JremfiiUi^  the  prefept  gxptnceC* 

During  the  continuance  of  the  feven-years  M^r,  and  whea 
the  late  landgrave  of  Hefle  Caflel  was  with  the  arnny,  Fre^ 
derick  prohibited,  under  pain  of  death,  the  pra^itice  of  ma- 
rauding. The  foldiers  in  the  fervice  of  the  landgfaye,  eitber 
ignorant  of  this  order,  or,  perhaps,  conceivipg'that  they 
were  not  included  within  its  extent,  entered  a  village,  aod 
forcibly  carried  off  feveral  of  the  cattle  belonging  to  tbe 
farmers*  The  more  efiedually  to  conceal  them,  they  had 
thrown  over  their  bodies  large  hoife  cloths,  upon  which  was 
worked  tbeanntof  the  landgrave,  incirded  by  the  order  of 
the! gaiter,  and  its  motto:  ^  flonni  frit  quintal  j  penfi' 
^£vil  ^e  tp  hjm  who  of  this  thinks  evil}.    The  king  met 

them, 
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|luem»  and  faid  to  thofe  wlio  were  driving  the  \p7iRi  aloq^ 
the  road :  *<  /  muJI  not  looi  at  awf  thing  wbscb  is  bidden  tberg^ 
"'  bicaufi,  tie  exterior  infcriptipn  denounces  £vil  tp  bim  who 


**  tjiipks  ^vil  of  the  concealment,* 


*  During  the  prorecution  of  the  fame  wjir,  the  king,  pro-^ 
jceeding,  oiie  day^  in  hafte,  at  the  head  of  his  cavalry,  }i{lened^ 
from  afar,  to  a  trooper,  who  fwore  and  made  a  moft  violent 
uprpar,  When^Frifdefick  approached  nearer,  and  diflin^Iy 
heard  hini  abufe  his  ibvereign,  and  exprefs  his  ardeiit  wifhes. 
to  be  delivered  froni  fuch  a  life  as  only  dogs,  in  bis  opinion^ 
fhouid endure,  the  monarch  exclaimed:  *«  1  wijhy  alfi^  that 
f^  I  was  delivered  from  t be  life  of  which  you  fo  bitterly  complain. 
«*  Neither  are  you  in  the  wrong^  my  good  friend  !  Tft,  what 
f*  would  you  have  us  both  do  ?  We  muJl  bf  cpnt/nt  fofujfer^ 
f^untiltheconclufionofapeaceM** 

\.  ■'  '.  ."I.' 

Upon  another  oceaddif,  he  met  a  foldier;  who,  fome  vpi- 
nutes  before,  had  been  wounded.    The  king,  who,  at  the  firft 
glance,  did  not  pereeive  his  (ituation,  aflced  what  was  the 
matter  ?    *«  All,**  heahfwercd,  **  i3  well  j  for,  our  enemies  ) 
f  are  endeavo«ring  to  fave  themfelves  by  flight;  andfvf 
f«  remain  the  cpnquerors/*   At  length,  the  king,  having; 
Qbferved  his  condition,  threw  his  handkerchief  towards  bim, 
and    feid  :     **  You  are  wounded^  my  good  friend !  '  Take  this 
^f ^handkerchief for  a  bandage**  CsBerpichef,  then  at  the  fide  of 
Frederick,  exclaimed:    "Sire  f   it  is  not  aftonifhing.  that. 
ff  your  foldiers  ferve  you  with  this  zealous^rdpr,  when  you 
f «  (bevv  them  fuch  gracious  marks  of  your  attisntiom'* 

A  receiver-general  in  the  domains,  one  day^  folicited  from 
the  king,  the  reRoration  of  fome  gdlbns  of  wiqe  which  Fre- 
derick-William had  granted  to  him,  but,  which  Frederick 
bad  taken  aw^y.    The  pionarch  wrote  on  the  back  of  the 

petitiot; : 


petttipn :  .•*  y#  /.  NtJ  ntta  drt^  ^^  <^,^  4^m^in  naifi,  €♦ 

«"  * 

Afteir  the  fiscbn^  war  in  SUpfia,  ^  coolhefs  ^furqfe  betwef  a^ 
f  rederickaodthefidd-iaarfhal  Schwerin»* which  Induced  the 
laft  to  retiie  fp  liis«fiate^  w))ej;e  he  re^toed^iiTine  do^ 
without  repairing^  ^>l|cr  ^^  his,  f egi.tyent  or  tp  the  coi{rt.^ 
At  Ipngthd^the  kin^wjote  to  bifn  the  follo^iQg4ipr(  letter  z 
**  "fbnn  |0f  then /worn  f^f^er  U  rwifijt  BerSnf**  .  . 

Schw^rin  coniifleced  thi§  as  an  or4er^  sMi4  ^  ^^  VQine- 
4!atet]K«  T^uher,,  stt.^^t  time^^tbe  huffier  of  tbp  bp4c^i$upl7er 
in  ivaitlo^,  givef  t)|e(QUowiQg  relation  of  this  inf^rviewf: 

Atei^hf;  ii|^t;^eiiiori|pi)||^  Sc>ir«^iR  W^t  the  apticbjiiii-,. 
Ije^  of tlje^iilg^  aiHl  &y<  t^^  ^^  G^o4-VWfo^  my^ 

^^'jkimd  >  Is  (biiinj^  in^s  ^rtmenff  Jshe4r^  r^«'  Yc?s^ 
ci  firi**— **  Is  hi  in  a  goodhumurr*^^^  No  ;  .  I  aip  j^oipg. 
«*  to  watt  upon  him  with  his  coflFce^^^^^  If  this  hi  the  tmfe^ 

"  *«<  /^^^  *i«..  fkH]Irm  btr^\. . .  T34«*>pi;  «irw»  *« 
W^h?  ^ti^^ip^^n  * .  ^  •>  i^V^ /   lim^^U  f9Hr  frvtrtipi  <« 

Taujber  ^ntfr^  A^e  l^JQg*^  ]:9pn»ai494)iUWACC»  t}K.  g|?|fi»QaU 
Fredf ripl^  retg'Q'.  W.  wfwer  ^  bjut^  Itjikw  b^  Huf^  afjj  pUyt 
fofpc  ^afgicciofy  4u^ii9g  *  a.variei  of  4x1  hl?"rf  I^^Wlft  he  vajk* 
^ong  ^i  apr.QJ9  ^he  ajp^tixi^iH;.  At  kogtK  ^^\  <^  ^  ^#* 
4ci|,  he,  i:?pi<ily,,pl?ccf  tl^  ^ivtf  vpoa  ^  t?Wc»  and  fayt  ^ 
Taubcr:  ^^  lirt  tbf  Jffm^  mt^  f*  T^ubier  opjcps  tl\e  dqor» 
and  mak^4  tbc  giOAT/^}  %  |ig9  to  4f  pip^pfr*^  A9.  Iboji  a&  the 
king  fees  him,  be  exclaim^ :  *«  ^£6  /  Sthwerin  !  Good  marrow 
*^  U^mf  Hm  ikm^t^  A^^d,  th/en,  b«viog».hy  ?  9^, 
djreaed  T^uhfi  t^  ^tjv^aw,  tl^e  ^amsr  jtf^^d  intQtlMef  ng^ir 
c^h^t^  b^.  Tbpre  bf  h«9(d  t^f  ^ing  ^nd  <h^  gea^ral  tjilki^g 
«VM?<ljr  Jf  WJk»  iqf  d««r^^  tfee  <?Qp««r^tiQi^  grftw  aif^fr  9q4 

more 
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woremirh),  asdy  at  lengthy  wa^  fe  imleadjr  ^ymd'  Qh^  Aae 
Tapbcr  ditadkd:  Ibft.  k  fliould  cpme  to  an  uitfbrdttialiDr  eoii« 
eiufion.'  Boe,  feon,  both  w^re  apfnlbd;  tb«/  4oor  was 
ibrovim  OfWr  Scbwtfia^  with  a  f^iiftcdr.  a»r«  inade  his  aber- 
rance: to  iriw  hin^,  ^^  Frtdetick  fek)  t«  hiai)  ^  pasttng : 
M  fii.^^  yitP  iXiiMtw0  mil  Uunu^ bvm  jtvr  umpm^  ^din^ 


' .  A  ftieutciiwt  of  bpift  obtained  pehnilEait  frono-the  ktitg 
10  roriro  to  his  oDuiidryr  cftaic  for  .the  piirpofe  of  hnpi  oving  it* 
Skilful  in  the  knowledge  of  rural  ceconomy,  h»  nonaged  hit 
pofieffions  to  great  advantage,  efiabliflieda  colony,  and  con- 
verted into  a  fertile  foil  the  land  which  was  before  extremely 
barren^  Fourteen  cottages,  by  degrees,  were  built  upon  his 
grounds ;  and  to  each  of  the  tenants  he  gave  a  garden  and 
feme  furrounding  acres,  referving  to  himfelf  a  flipulated  rent. 
Several  artifans  came  to  eftablifh  themfelves  in  this  new 
village,  the  number  of  houfes  was  increafed,  and  the  colony 
foon  aflumed  a  flourifliing  appearance.  The  king,  always 
particularly  attentive  to  this  kind  of  eftablifliments,  heard  of 
the  undertakings  of  the  lieutenant,  and  admitted  him  to  an 
interview.  **  I  learn  that  you  are  well  verfed  in  rural  oecenon^t 
^^btroeyou  eflablijhed a  colony ?** ^-^^  Yes^  fire!  I  found  a 
**  proper  fpot  upon  my  eftate,  to  the  lucrative  improvement 
**  of  which  I  was  not  exclufivcly  equal,  and,  therefore,  1 
"  embraced  this  meafure/'— **  How  many  houfes  have  you 
**  built  ?'^ — ♦*  Forty  at  my  expence  j  and  feveral  new  fet tiers 
♦*  have  conftru6led  their  own  dwellings/'—*'  From  whence 
♦'  did  you  collet  any  part  of  the  materials  for  this  undertaking?*' 
— **  Out  of  my  woods.*' — **  Aretbeyfufficiently  ample  to  afford 
*'  you  the  neceffary  fupply  ?"—»«  Yes,  fire !"— **  Who  are  your 
?*  colonifis  ?" — <<  Either  Saxons  or  other  foreigners.". . .  • 
The  king,  now,  placed  his  hand  gracioufly  upon  the  officer's 
Iboulder,  andfaid:  ^^  Very  well!  my  dear  N.!  very  well  I 
♦♦  JVbat  does  tbisfettlmtnt  ^ojl  you  ?    And  wbprefor$  did  you  not 


cc 


«*  apply  u  wufitfeeunUttj  ^^j^/lamef^^^^^^  Becattfe  {  kd^ome 
*^  f9adj  monej  for  my  parpoCe  i  nor  sras  I  pofitivc  that  your 
<•  floqefty  wodd  accede  to  my  dctAsmia*^  Weic  I  to.reckoa 
<<  the  value  of  the.  wood  and  the  carriages^  I  might  vcmure 
*<  toaffirni  that  I  have  expended  upon,  the  uodectaking  fone 
<^  tboulaodt  of  crovmt^  bat,  I  am  alieady  in  the  Kcnpt  of 
*<  an  intcreft  for  my  capital  ;  and  my  revenues  have  been 
<*  confiderably  augmented  lince  I  firft  engaged  upon  this  pro* 
^^jc&J'^^^GooJt  TdufiHMheifidmmjUdfitr.yourMfiwrf^^ 
^ome  time  aftecwardt,  the  king  lent  him  a  hill  for  twelve 
ihouiandciowiif.      « 
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Bavaria,  ibid*  Extract  of  die  articles  of  the  peace  of  Tefdien, 
note  76.  Principal  articles  between  the  emprefs  queen  and  the 
eleder  palatine,  ibid. 
\  SeaumiUe^  dela,  p.  198. 
*  SentdiS  XIV.  fends  a  cardinal  to  Bre{Iaw,  p.  8o«    ^ 

BetieJUwe.  Lift  of  the  fupis  diftributed  by  the  king,  in  1 782,  p.  511. 
note  27.     A  more  complete  lift  of  the  fame  year,  ndte  5  7 . 

^Btrlint  Frederick  builds  every  year  a  certain  number  of  hcufes  ther^, 

p.  49/  One  of  the  handfomeft  towns  in  Europe,  p.  100. 
Bitaubi,  M.  de,  a  learned  Frenchman,  p.  216. 

Bourd^au^f  wines  of,  pafs  into  Sileiia  by  the  river  Oder,  p.  22« 

Boyer,  a  Pruilian  major  general,  defeats  a  body  of  Poles,  p.  140. 

^Brenhnbof  advifes  and  direds  the  chief  part  of  the  operations  of 
finance  and  agriculture,  p.  105.  His  eulogium,  ibid.  Account 
of  his  life,  itid.  His  merit  with  reQ>edl  to  the  ftate,  p.  106. 
Some  anecdotes  refpedting  him,  notes  $8,   59. 

BreflatAt  has  a  department  of  32  circles,  p.  14  ;  a  chamber  of-.wsr 
and  domains,  and  a  council  for  the  adminiftration  of  juftice, 
p,  68,  &c» 

Britg  has  a  council  for  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  p.  68. 

BmmUtif 


1      N      D      E     X.; 

Br$mlirt9  Predetick  has  a  canal  formed  there  to  unite  the  Viftula 

withmeOder^  p.  loi. 
Srwtjwick^  prince  Frederick  of,  p.  2J7« 


Camas,  the  ooimtefs  of,  letters  of  Frederick  to  that  hAy,  p<  axo« 
and  note  i  i  i . 

Candidatis  in  theology,  the  order  which  placed  thdm,  note  37* 
Texts  prefdibed  to  the  hew  clergymen,  ihid, 

Carmir,  chief  jaftice  in  Silefia,  eflablifhes  a  bank  of  credit  there^ 
which  produces  the  happieft  effe^Els  for  the  gentlemen  of  the  pro* 
vince,  p.  t6»  &c.  Is  named  grand  chancellor,  and  publiflies  a  new 
Judicial  code,  p.  95.  Trahflation  of  the  order  at  the  hedd  of  the 
Frederician  code,  note  53.  Anecdote  of  a  foreigner  Who  de* 
manded  jVifUc^j  note  53^ 

C»vah%  Pruffian,  created  by  Frederick^  how  divided,  p.  mZ* 
Its  order  of  battle,  p.  122.  Always  charges  on  full  gallop^ 
p.  ia3« 

CbmrUs  VI.  emjii^Qi',  under  his  reign  hardly  four  thouiand  foldier^ 
inallSilefia,  p.  35. 

Cbarlif^  Theodore,  eleflor  palatine^  is  proclaimed  elefbr  of  Ba-^ 
varia»  p.  14J. 

CMli^ms,  German,  and  lawyers,  Frederick's  contempt  for  their 
fdence,  p.  226. 

Coceesi,  grand  chancellor,  employed  by  Frederick  lo  form  a  new 
code,  p-  9i«     Gold  medal  given  him  by  the  king,  note  $0* 

Colonies,  thd  mofli  confiderable  in  Upper  Silefia,  p.  58.  Privileges 
granted  them,  ibid.  Number  of  them  a  few  years  after  the  feven 
year^  war,  p.  59. 

Combcy  de  la,  director  of  excife  at  Magdebourg,  anecdote  of  him 
taken  from  a  public  memoir,  p,  300. 

Commonalties  in  Silefia ;  the  chambers  attentive  to  their  eftates  add 
revenues,  p.  71.  Abufes  to  which  they  were  expofed  before  the 
reign  of  Frederick,  p.  72.  Pains  uken  by  Frederick  to  aug- 
ment the  wel&re  of  the  towns,  ibid.  Cooiequences  of  that  ar- 
rangement, p.  74* 

Commons.  The  government  tries  to  aboliih  them  in  Silefia,  p.  644 
Patent  for  their  abolition,  note  33. 

Cotfftderationt  Germanic,  p.  ig^. 

Coruigs,  or  public  /er*ui<es,  Extrad  of  an  ordinance  refpefUng 
horfes  for  that  purpofe  in  Sileiia,  p.  43. 

Crsnttc,  counfellor,  forfeiu  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  p»  22}« 


Denina,  member  of  the  aoldemy,  p«  2  j4«     His  difcourfe*  P'  ^3$< 
D#r;v  Fonts,  duke  of,  protefts  againil  tbe  treaty  bej;wcea  the  eledlor 
I  and  the  emperor,  p.  144. 

O  o  a  Di/couf/i 


IN      I>      E      X. 

r 

l>/>ctf«rr^of  M.  dePrintzen,  notcSS.  \'  ■ -^ 

Drantwicz,  a  Pruflian  major,  dies  of  Us  wbttuds  'reeeived  in  a  batds 
with  the  Poles,  p.  1 40» 


EUriehJhau/en,  aft  Auftrian  gencfal,  advances  With  at>odjr  of  Ireop* 
to  Troppau,  p-  '  5 1  •  ^  ,     ^ 

MmtleH,  two  commercial  companies  eftablifhed  there  for;  China  and 
Bengal,  p.  i^Or  . 

Empre/s  of  Ruflia,  her  declaration  refpcdling  Bavaria^  p.  154. 

Euter^  the  celebrated  profeflbr,  p.  216. 

Exti/t^  its  advantage  over  other  fpecies  of  Loipofts^  p.  J7r^' 
Revenues  of  cxcifc  in  1766,  p.  19^. 

£x'Je/uhs,  greatly  at  their  eafe  in  the  Pmffian  flates,  %2^ 


Fiafls^  fuperiluQus  onts»   abolifhed  in  Silefia,  p-  57.    Ansod  ad- 
'  vantage  arifing  from  this  fnppreffion,  tiht, 

FMger,  an  Augulline  monk,. abbot  of  Sagan,  i«  cmploytfi^by  Fre- 
derick to  form  a  plan  of  pabHc  teaching,  p.  84.  <Joh verts  his 
convent  into  a  feminary  for  young  ecclefiaitics  and  ifdMlfltaRers, 
MJ.  Repairs  to  Vienna,  wiicrc  he  is  ms^  dix^edor  bf  the  fcmi- 
narics  by  the  croperpr,  note  47. 

Finaw,  Frederick  forms  a  canal  there,  p*  99^.  * 

Fires,  great  care  taken  to  prevent  them  in  Siiefia,  p;  J4.  ^n  or- 
dinance of  Frederick  on  that  fubje£t,  p.  55. 

Frederick  11.  reads .  the    bcft   French  authorsi    cnhiratcs  poetiy, 
eloquence^    and    muftc;    fiudies    hiftory,    pofidcs,    phtldfocb)^, 
'  p.  It 2'     His  portrait  ift  verfc,   by  himfelf,   /iJ/V/    IBs  admi- 
ration of  great  men,  p.  164.    Writes  Ids  Anti-Maddarvel,  p.  r66, 
&c.     His  firfl  words  feo  his  minifters,  p.  169*.    His  conditft  to 
the  queen  his  fjxnifc,  p,i68,   and  thu  qneen  dowager,  p.  170. 
Vcrfes  of  Frederick  to  Voltaire,  p.  175  4     tiis  Hterary  occupations^ 
'  during  the  war,  p.  176.     Letter  to  Voltaire,  p.  178.    His  taftc 
for  the  art3«  p*  181.     Compofes  feveral  literary  wOrks>  p*  xS6, 
•^Letter  to  Voltaire^  ih'd,     tfis  fbidies,  p.  188.    His  palace  of 
Sans-50uci  built,  iiiii,     Hi»*  apartment,  p.  zo6r    His  daily  oc- 
cupations, p.  205,  213,  and  the  notesr.    Changes  his  taHe  for 
dreft.   p.  2ti,     His  portrait,  p.  ziz,     Doe«  not  Hke  women, 


cupations,  p.  205,   213,  and  the  notesr.     Changes  his  taHe  for 
\  dreft.   p.  2ti,     His  portrait,  p.  ziz,     Doe«  not  Hke  women, 

L2S3,  nor  phyficians,  i^i^.    ms  opbion  (^  the  Qermstn  dvi- 
IS    p.  226*    Hisdiffertation  on  die  Genmai  4angu!cger  p.  250. 


His  occupations  towards  the  end  of  his  life,  p.  247.  His  ma- 
lady, p.  249.  His  death,  p.  25^.  His  influence  on  Germany* 
p.  JS4,  and  on  Eurooe,  p.  255.  Cbarader  of  Frederick,  p.  255. 
tin  influence  on  the  ftudy  of  the  rdcnces,  p  267,  He  paysartiils 
ind  fl^erently,  p  'zyz.  Some  idea  of  his  pleai&ntries,  ^jj8, 
..a  the  anecdotes  to  the  end  of  thp  volume^  His  lettoiPrVol- 
tt.;Ci'-',*'*iiyte  125.  •      ■        * 

Frederui' 


IN      D      E'    X.: 

Fnd^klhWillimih  prince  maU  n^w  Um  reigidiig  monarch*  is  ftnt 
a^ainft  Rotta,  and  forces  nim  to  retreat,  p.  151.  Maiks  of  ge- 
neroiity  he  flmwf4  at  the  tOWQ  of  Neafta4t«  which  was  burnt 
down  ui  the  war  of  ]|ayarki^  P*  <S4«  . 

Frtfib,  a  painter,  p  £72. 

ff^mmit^  .4»aUiir  of  Fdu-belUo^  kb  conver&tioii  wkh  Frederick  off 
agriculture^  note  56. 


Gar<ve,  a  learned  man  at  Breflaw,  p.'  233,  and  note  ij2, 

GelUrtf   profeflbr^ .  his  conver&tiop  with  Frederick,  p.  211,  and 

p.  43S.  ' 

German  language,  the  king's  opinion  of  it,  p*  288,    His  ideas  on 

the  manner  of  improving  it,  p.  23 1. 
Girjd^f,'  a  provineial  counfcllor,  p.  93. 
Gfsgait  has  a  department  of  16  circles,  p   14;  a  chamber  pf  wtr' 

and  domains,  and  a  council  of  juftice,  p.  6p,  &c. 
Gottfcbed^  '  t    Geiman  author,     his    converlation  with   Frederick, 

p.  211, 
Granfefande^  the  celebrated  {Ailofepher,  p.  164. 
Gri/au,  the  abbot  of,  builds  a  fumptuous  edifice,  p.  84.     Condition^ 
-   on  which  a  diflrift  of  4c:oantry  was  given  to  the  monks  of  that 

abbey,  note  31. 

H 

Hoihrtp  painters^  two  brothers,  qmt  Berlin,  p.  272. 

Haddik^  one  of  the  cpnmianders  of  the  Auiman  army  in  the  war  of 

Bavaria,  p.  146. 
Httlhy  royal  fait  mines  there,  p.  29. 
Harper,  an  artif^,  p.  272. 

Heinit%,  minider  of  ftate«  his  pains  in  the  wm*king  of  mines  tn  the 
'  Marche  of  Brandenbourg,  p.  104.  > 

HehitiuSf  comes  to  Potzdam  after  the  feiren  years  war,  gives    the 

king  a  flattering  pi^ure  of  the  adminifh-ation  jof  finances  in  France^ 
'    p.  23. 

He7ijyy  prince  of  Pruiffia,  commands  an  army  againfl  the  Aofhians 
•    in  the  war  of  Bavaria,  p^.  147.    Goes  into  Saxony, /^/V/.  Receives 

orders  to  enter  Bohemia,  p.  149.     Penetrates  into  that  kingdom 

by  one  of  the  abl^  marches  that  was  ever  made,  p.  148.     Tries 

In  vain  to  draw  Laudohn  out  of  his  entrenchments,  p.  1 49.    Takes 

up  his  winter  quarters  in  Saxony,  p.  150. 
Hertzberg,  the  count  de,  named  curator  of  the  academy,  p.  230.  His 

refidence  at  Potzdam,  p.  252.     Is  prefe»t  at  the  death  of  Frcdc- 

rick^p.  253,  and  natis  128. 


yarrrges,  grand  chancellor,  fucceeds  Cocceii,  p.  92. 
J^th  Frederick  not  dtfpoied  to  deilroy  thsit  order,  p.  341. 
"^^  0 .0  3  Jhn 


IN     D      E      X. 

InJlndii§M  of  the  pto|de,  an  inpoita&t  objeain  die  ejreiof  ^rederiek» 

p.  84. 
tWinr»  a  fkvoorite  of  Frederick^  his  death,  p.  186. 
jtftpb  IL  the  emperor,  his  intervievif  with  Frederick,  p.  aao,  aii4 

note  123. 
JufiUft  Frederick  hiafrlf  draws  ap  a  plan  for  its  jeferm;  dforU 

to  cany  it  into  execution,  p.  91. 

K 

KailWUngt  a  favci^te  of  Frederick,  epifUe  addrefled  to  Urn  by  th^ 

i^ng,  p.  177. 
Xracxfwflki,  PolUh  regimentary ,^is  (lain  in  an  afdon  with  the  Prnffians, 

La/c^,  one  of  the  Auftrian  generals  in  the  Bavarian  war,  p,  146. 
Lafofiu,  a  Pru0iaa  generaU  attacks  a  body  of  Poles  in  the  pailatinate 

of  Cajavia»  p.  139. 
taudobn  cpmipands  an  army  s^ga^nft  prince  Henry,  p.  1 47. 
iaunat,  French  dire^lor  of  the  new  financial  f^em.  is  obliged  to 

give  an  account  of  his  adminifbration,  and  acqtli^  hifofelf  wtth  hos 

nour»  p*  3031  note  13. 
^veauXf  de  la,  profefTor,  s^t  Berlin,  his  criticiiji>s,  p.  2}B.     Ifis  Uw- 

fuit,  p.  224,  and  note  117. 
Z,«V»ffri/2j,  taken  by  princc' Henry,  p.  148. 
Licbttn/liinf  prince  de,  threatens  the  elector  of  Saxony  with  a  body 

of  troops,  p.  146. 
tuivomirjky^  prince  de,  Frederick  lodges  with  this  prince  at  Dref- 

den  ;  Frederick-s  conduA  towards  the  princefs,  and  the  la^i^s  of 

her  fociety^  p.  184,  &c. 

M 
Afanmrs,  qf  the  inhabitants  of  Berljn,  p.  zSz. 
Manoeuvres  of  Potzdam,  p.  120.    Favourite  mancsuvres  of  theking> 

p.  121.    Slum  manoeuvres,  p.  122.    Manoeuvres  oi  the  Prufiaki 

f:avalry,  p.  126. 
IManufaQutiS.  foreign  ones  eflablifhed  by  Frederick  in  his  fiates,  p. 

103.    Confiderably  augment  the  populadon,  ikid. 
ManufaSiurers,  foreign  ones,  oftf  n  treated. very  ill  by  the  departqients 

of  adminiflration,  note  26. 
Marriagfi  between  perfons  of  different  religion  ai;e  oommon  in  th^ 

Prumsp  ftates,  p.  88. 
Marh^  county  of  La,  hardware  and  iron  workSf  a  conftderable  branch 

of  comn^erce  in  that  county,  p.  103* 
Mauptrtkis,   p^efident  of  the  academy,  his  difputes  with  Voltaire* 

p.  191,  206. 
Afaximihan,  Jofeph,  elector  and  dukeof  Baravia,  dies  in  1777*  P«t4a» 
MfMttbourg,  duke  of,  lus  pretenfions  to  fome  part  of  Bavaria,  p.  144. 
Mifchel,  Sir  Andrew,  Englifh  envoy  at  Berlin,  what  he  thought  of  the 

French  adminiflrators,  p.  302^ 
M$raviaiu  receive  permiffion  to  fettle  in  Sileiia]  p.  77. 


'         t  Xl  U  XU  J^m 
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Jfihiif  the,  dykesbmltonit,  p;  foi. 
Viuftadt^  town  of,  burnt  to  alhet  in  the  Bavarian  war,  p.  ij). 
Vtvi  Marcbe,   fom  employed  to  repair  the  ravages  of  war  in  it* 
p.  101. 


Optra  of  Berlin,  a  tirefome  (pe£Ucle,  p.  i8i. 

Ordinances  of  Frederick  with  refpefl  to  the  peafants  of  Silefu,  p.  51. 


?irnetti»  the  abbe,  an  £x-6enedi6tine  monk,  at  Berlin,  p.  216,  and 
note  116. 

flauen,  canal  of»  Frederick  conflruds  it  to  favour  the  navigation, 
P-99.&C. 

fiUnd^  partition  of  it  by  Maria  Therefa,  Catherine  U.  and  Frederick 
II.  p.  152,  dec.  £xtent  of  thedifmembered  parts,  p.  134.  Stani- 
ilaus  Augaftus  anfwers  the  declaration  of  the  three  courts,  p.  I3j;» 
Meafores  taken  by  Frederick  to  prevent  confpiracies  and  re- 
yolts  in  his  new  acquifition,  p.  135,  Sec.  Difcuffions  on  the  fubje^l 
of  the  refpeftive  limits  of  the  co- partitioning  dates,  p,  139.  Ob- 
fcrvations  n^ule  to  the  king  of  Pruifia,  on  the  part  of  Poland,  on  the 
iobjedl  of  the  difbridb  of  which  he  had  taken  poSeffion,  p*  140, 
Peclarati<^  of  the  emprefs  queen  on  the  fubjedl  of  her  pretenfions  on 
Roland,  note  64.  Letters  patent  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  to  expofe 
and  demoniirate  his  (:laims  on  Poland,  ihid.  Declaration  made  to 
the  kii^g  ai)d  republi9  of  Poland  in  the  name  of  Catherme  II,  br 
the  ba|:pn  de  Stackelberg^  ibid.  Anfwer  of  Staniflaus  Augufhis 
to  the  declarations  of  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Peterfburgh,  and  Berlin, 
|iotc65,  Hiftorical  proofs  againft  the  titles  alledged  by  the  king  of 
Pmffi^  in  hi^  manifefto,  note  66.  Declaration  delivered  by  Mr, 
9enoit,  the  Pruffian  minifter,  to  the  court  of  Warfaw,  note  68.  The 
king  of  Poland's  fpeech  to  the  diet,  note  6s^.  Manifefto  of  the  con- 
federation, note  70.  Mei|iorial  of  the  delegation  delivered  to  the 
Prutfian  n^inifter,  note  7 1  •     Note  of  Mr.  Benoit,  note  72. 

foitgnact  cardinal  de,  Frederick  purchafes  his  colle^Hon  of  antiques^ 
p.  181. 

fvtxdam  becomes  under  Frederick  one  of  the  handfomeft  towns  in 
Europe,  p.  100. 

Prade^  the  abbe  de,  p.  197.    Is^confined,  p.  416. 

i*iefst  liberty  of  the,  under  the  reign  of  Frederick,  p.  221. 


Jtamin^  a  Pruffian  genera],  commands  a  body  of  troops  m  Lower  Sile« 
^^jnfil^  the  celebrated  abbe  de»  at  Berlin,  p.  :|64* 


r    N..  Di  e:;  x^ 

Rtnukt  madame  de,  governefs  of  ff sederick,  familiarizes  him  with  tlie 

beft  French  poets,  jp.  162. 
RerulauM^  abftrad  of  one,  rt^pefUog  the  ciUidlie  fiekiaities  snd 
"    fchoolf  ^nSiltfi*.  »Me48. 
f(^hfiw,  jFr^4erick  o|»entes  gre«t  changes  refpottng  it;  refbrnis 

abafes,  without  afFeding  liberty,  p.  76. 
Jl^olliM,  the  French  author,  p.  1^64.   Pfis  anfwer  to  the  king,  p.  176. 
RuffUr,  the  privy  counfellor,  his  ^onveriation  with  Frederick  refped- 

ing  agriculture,  note  56. 


Saxoty,  th<;  eledoral  hoafe  of,  forms  pretenfions  to  the  fucceffion  of 

Bavaria,  p.  144. 
W^bit^tfohi^i  named  coadjutor  of  cardinal  Ztnzendorf,  p.  8o. 
Scblaifreiid^rf^  Frederick's  minifter  in  Silefia,  the  good  he  did  in  that 

province,  p*  6j* 
^ri^Mvi^,  anartift,  p.  273. 
icbamhrfr,  iidt  mineis  there,  p.  t^. 
Schodst  taall  ones,  the  attention  paid  by  Frederick  to  thde  fchools. 


*ij& 


nkfkld,  founder  of  a  Utile  fea  in  Sileiia,  note  36. 
B€hvmkfddimn$9  who  had  been  expelled  Silefia,  readied  by  Frederick,  ' 

P-77- 

Silherbtrg^  fbrtreis  of,  in  Sileiia,  built  fome  time  after  Ac  brcn  years 
war,  p.  37, 

iBi/ejSa,  ^pnlatiOn  of  it  augments  yearly  5000  fince  it  fel!  under  the 
Fraffian  doninion,  p.  3 .  fiefbre  that  period,  the  traces  to  be  feen  of 
the  deraftation  of  the  Swedes,  p.  4,  This  province  maintains  at 
prefent  40,000  troops,  i^/V.  A  fuccina  account  of  the  new  fyflem 
of  finances  introduced  by  the  king  into  iHilefia,  p.  c.  Revenues  of 
the  domains,  fbrefts,  mines  and  iron  forges  in  Silefoi,  p.  3 1  •  Total 
i>f  the  revenues  the  king  draws  from  diat  province,  P.  3  3 .  It  con- 
tains more  than  So  g^arnlbned  towns,  p.  30.  Lifl  or  the  moil  confi- 
derable  towns  of  Stleiia,  p.  70.  Advantages  i^ch  Frederick  of- 
fered to  ftrangers  fettling  there,  p.  7 1 .  Care  of  the  governraent  to 
prevent  fires,  and  to  repair  the  evils  occafioned  by  them,  p.  74,  &c. 
Common  treafury  eflablifhed  there,  p.  75.  Pidttre  of  Silefia  un- 
der the  domination  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  note  3 .  Abridged  hiftory 
ofthat  province,  p.  286,  &c. 

S^fti,  the  Attibian  colonel,  attacks  ibme  PrufEan  fqaadrons,  p.  151. 


T^^antt  the  celebrated  fculptor,  p.  X72. 

Tauinvuen,  the  Pruflian  general,  commands  a  body  of  troops  to  enter 

Upper  Sileiia,  p.  1^2. 
^dfcis,  laid  on  at  Hrh  tn  Sileiia  on  the  moil  neccflary  articles ;  on  ob- 

jefbof  art*  and  on  fuperfluities,  p.  20. 


INDEX. 

neerheu/cht  madame»  celebrated  for  her  paintings,  p*  27^. 

TkntiipQHdt^  a  pupil  of  the  celebrated  Pefne,  p.  272. 

ThirtBtf  the  kug's  Paris  correfpondent,  p,  226. 

f  deration,  the  happy  effe^  of  it  already  vKible  in  the  Prufiran  ilates, 

p.  86,  &c. 
Trihnna/s of  )\iQ3ce,  the  greateil  coRfuiioa  itill reigns  in  them  in  Pruffia» 

p.  96. 


Faliaire,  p.  164.  Firft  letter  Frederick  writes  to  him,  p.  166,  and 
note  79.  Frederick  intends  to  have  the  Henriad  engraved, 
p.  166.  Is  editor  of  the  Anti-Machiavel,  p.  166,  &c.  Congra- 
tolates  Frederick  on  hisaccefHon  to  the  throne,  p.  170,  and  note  86. 
Epiille  to  Frederick,  p.  180,  and  notes  84,  91,  98,  loo.  He 
goes  to  Berlin  for  three  days,  p.  176.  Second  journey  to  Berlin, 
p.  182.  His  negociations  at  the  court  of  Pruilia,  p.  183.  Sends 
Frederick  his  A  ge  of  Louis  XIV.  p.  184.  Third  journey  to  Berlin, 
p.  189.     Hisd^pates,  &c.  at  the  court  of  Berlin,  p.  19;,  &c. 

W 

fPililha,  furnifhes  fbffil  fait  to  the  part  of  Silefia  fituated  beyond  the 

Oder,  jp.  29. 
Women t  of  Berlin,  their  character,  p.  26^. 
Wurm24r,  the  Auilrian  genial,  attacks  the  Frufiian  advanced  poils  in 

the  war  of  Bavaria,  p.  1 47  • 


Zinxendorf^  cardinal,  and  bifliop  of  Silefia,  Frederick  flicws  him  great 

rciped,  p.  78. 
Zimandorfy  <:ount,  his  difdpjes  (the  Moravians)  receive  permiffion  t» 

fetttein  Silefia,  p.  77. 
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New  PuBtzcATioN$  frintid  fir  J..  DisittTirt  oppofiu  Bur^ 
lingUn  Houji^  in  PUcadiBy. 

« 

TIE  PARLIAMENTARY  R^OISTERs  w  Hifbry  of  the  Pro* 
ceedinn  and  Debates  In  both  Hovsis  of  Paruabieht  s  Con- 
taining an  Account  of  the  moft  intere^ng  Spsbchbs  and  MoTiONt , 
accurate  Cc^et  of  the  moft  material  Evioen  cb,  Pbtitions.  &c.  dming 
the  Prefent  Sefiion. 

.  %•  The  publick  attention  being  at  this  important  period  in  agreat  mea*- 
fure  direfbed  tothe  Dd>ate6  in  Parliament^  the  Editors  wiu  be  more 
than  everlbllcitoas  of  precifion }  and^  in  order  to  aocommodate  their 
firiends  in  town  and  country  with  the  fuUeft  and  moft  accurate  account 
of  the  Debates  on  the  feveral  great  Conftitutional  Q^eftlons  now  befi^re 
Parliament,  they'propofe  publi&ing  the  Debates  to  the  prelent  time»  in 
a  few  dajrs,  collated  with  the  notes  of  ieveral  Members  of  both  Houfei* 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER,  from  1780  to  i7tS,  in 
twcntv-foiir  Volumes,  half  bound  andJptf  nwH,  nr  aj»y.frp«Mffi  Saffian  to 
complete  Sets. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER,  from  1774  ^  1780,  in  ie« 
venteen  Volumest  half  bound  and  lettered* 

REPORT  from  the  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  examine  the  Phv^^ 
ficians  who  have  attended  his  Majesty  during  his  lilnefs,  touching  the 
State  of  his  Ma)efty*s  Health,  January  ij,  1789:  Containing  the  Exa- 
mination of  Dr.  Warren,  Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  Dr.  Willis,  Sir  Gborob 
Baker,  and  Dr.  Gis borne.  A  new  Edition,  printed  on  ftne  Paper, 
Price  IS.  6d« 

AUTHENTIC  COPIES  of  Mr,  Pitt's  Letter  to  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  of  his  Koyal  Highnefs^s  Reply.  Anew 
Edition,  Price  6d. 

EXTRA  ©FFICIAL  STATE  PAPERS}  addreflcd  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Rawdon,  and  the  other  Members  of  the  Two  Houfet  of- 
Parliament,  aifociated  for  the  Prefervation  o\  tlie  Conititution,  and  pro- 
tnotingsthe  Prosperity  of  the  Britifli  Empire.  By  a  Late  Under  Secre* 
tafy  of  Sute.    Price  4s.  in  Boards. 

OBSERVATIONS  upon  the  LITURGY.  With  a  PROPOSAL  for 
its  REFORM,  upon  the  PRINCIPLES  of  CHRISTIANITY,  as  Pro- 
feifed  and  Taught  hy  the  tHURCH  of  ENGLAND.  And  an  Attempt 
to  reconcile  the  Doctrines  of  the  Angels*  Apoftacy  and  perpetual  Punim- 
ment,  Man*s  Fall  and  Redemption,  and  tfate  Incarnation  of  the  Son  of 
God,toour  Conceptions  ot  the  Divine  Nature  and  Attributes.  By  a  LAY- 
MAN of  the  CHURCH  of  ENGLAND.  Lae  an  Under  Sccmary  of 
fetate.  To  which  is  added.  The  JOURNALS  of  the  AMERICAN 
CONVENTION,  appointed  to  frame  an  Cccleiiaftic^l  Coniiitutton,  and 
prepare  a  Liturgy  for  the  Epifcopai  Churches  in  the  United  Suics.  Price 
3s.  in  Boards. 

The  BOOK  of  COMMON  PRAYER,  and  AdminiftraHon  of  the 
SacramenU,  and  other  Rites  aod  Cerem^nies^ss  revzsso  and  proposed 

to 
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S^JiSt^SIIIIlSS^  ^  Oinnar. 

Mon- 


iwt  i  d^Mi|^«ie  Bob.  H.  Wal- 
■f^  ™2??^  &r  W.  Jdoes,  Sir 


^Toj      **!r7;*t.hr^    >  ~°'?°y> i-  5-  B^  OOch white- 

•  72:  Sih«T f!I!^^^I2l^  ^t«y,  S.  Jcnyns, 

^^^'^?'?A^'??^!^4?^'^  Beatcie;  Capt.  E. 

All  ASYMMFCat  FPCrrnrg  pieces,  m  F^c«  Md^^fe  not 

clu^mg  ^  CmWp»  o.  Ae  Rotfad.  re^,   the  ft:^^^^? bd" 

*??  *','*"***.  ^*^*g''-''M'»g  Ftttts,  ■asy  olWwItich  ar«  now  firft 
priated  Ire*  Maaafcnpts  of  the  feraal  Antkocs,  pMiicBtarlr  fem.  Po- 
MM  t7  the  bte  Loid  Holland,  by  tbepi«<e.t  LidS^S^^il 

MTbMtom  Ik.  &c. *e.  m  two  Vduae*.    Ptiee  7*.  «d.  fe««l. 

The  abore  E  gbt  Vdmnet,  bdng  all  amfonniy  priattd,  mar  be  h>d 
Price  il.  7».  64,  iiwed,  or  eiegaatly  bound.  PriJ  iT.  14s.     ^  ^  ''**^' 
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Kma  PukUcmi9tu  priitl^  fir  J.  D£BittTr« 


Church  in  the  states  of 

New-York,                 I        Maryi,an1>, 
Nbw-Jrrsey,  I.    _  Virginia, 

^     PlflVtVf^AadiA,  J  AND 

DSLMTiUtt^  •  \  SOVTH-CAllOtXilAj 

H^^  in  £bi!a<!te^^^  from  Sepl^aber  »7  to  OCbher  7,  i/Sj*    Price  4s- 

,  A  CQMCtS^AiP^^PVNT  of  the  CLBdATE,  FftOKTCE.  TRADE, 
.qOVWNMWJTTJiANNERS,  uid  CV6TOMS  of  the  KINGDOM 
Mi  PEGV  i  is^iyrfporM  mth  R^swuiu  Mood  and  Political,  witfa  ml  Ap* 
:p^iidix »  Coat^iiung     . 

tH:.  £fiqoity  into  the  C«ttfc  of  thfc  Variety  obfenmble  in  the  Ffcec^t  of 
'  '  JibAt^  in  dia^rmt  QimaCis. 
>  m^  Delbiption  of  fome  Oa^ei  at  B^efhaftta,  Ambda,  and  Ganara. 

The  Whole  being  the  Refult  of  Obfenrations  made  on  a  Vixpfgt  per- 
'    Armed  bjr  Ottlef  of  ^hc  Hon.  Baft  India  Company,  by  W.  Uvntbr, 

.  The  NEW  FOUNDLING  HOSPITAL  FOR  WIT:  Being  a  Col- 
ie6Hon  of  F«^t«ftn  Piece*  in  Proirand  Verfe,  not  in  any  other  Colleaion. 
A  new  Edition,  confiderably  improved  and  enlarged ;'  in  which  are  in- 
ferted  fcveral  curious  Pieces,  by  Lady  Craven,  the  Marquiiies  of  Carmar- 

-  then  add  Townfhotid,  the  Eails  of  Carliile,  Charlemont,  Nugent,  Bachan, 
Chefterfieldi  Chatham,  De  la  War  $  the  Lords  Palmerfton,  Mulgravt, 
Holland,  Lyttelton,  Harvey;  the  Right  Hon.  C.  J.  Fox,  Right  Hon.  Col. 

-Fftspatrick,  Right  Hon.  C.  York  5  Countefs  Temple,  Lady  M.  W.  Mon- 

.  tague,  Mn^  GfcviUe,  Mifs  Carter,  Mrs.  Ulmox  3  tbeRi^ht  Hon.  H. Wai- 
pSe,  and  T.  Luttsel  5  Sir  W.  Draper,  Sir  J,  Moore,  Sir  W.  Jones,  Sir 
W.Young,  Sir  Charles  Hanbury  Williams;  J.  Wilkes,  D.  Gairick,  R. 
B.  Sheridan,  R.  Tickdl,©.  Ellis,  J.  Courtcnay,  J.  S.  Hall,  Caleb  White- 

^  IdoH,  G.  Colmao,  C  Cumberland,  C  Anftey,  W.  Hayley,  S.  Jenyns, 
B.  Thornton,  Efqj  Doctors  B.  Franklin,  Armitrong,  Beattie;  Capt.  E. 
Thomfon,  &c.  &c.  &c.  together  with  feveral  Pieces  now  firft  printed  from 
Che  Authors  Mannfcripts.  The  Whole  carefully  rerlled,  arranged,  and 
correiled,  in  Six  Volumes,    Price  18s.  feved. 

AN  ASYLUM  FOR  FUGITIVE  PIECES,  in  Profe  •nd'SfiMrfc,  not 
in  any  other  Colledtion :  with  feveral  Pieces  never  before  puhlifted  ;  in- 
cluding the  Critiques  on  the  Rolliad,  revifed ;  the  Probationary  Odes 
•  for  the  Laureatibip ;  Lord  G— -m's  Diary  j  Lord  M— — e  on  Eloquence  j 
and  feveral  Jeu  des  Efprits,  written  by  Peifons  of  Pafliion  ;  a  great  Va- 
riety  of  curious  and  entertaining  Pieces,  many  of •  which  are  now  ftril 
printed  from  Manufcripts  of  the  feveral  Authors,  particularly  fome  Po- 
ems by  the  late  Lord  Holland,  by  the  prefent  Lord  Belgrave,  Warren 
Haltings,  Efq;  Colonel  Erikine ;  Dr.  Coomf ,  Meflrs.  Jc-rningham  and 
Wharton,  &c.  ice*  &c.  in  two  Volumes.    Price  7s.  6d.  Tewed. 

The  above  Eight  Volumes,  being  all  uniformly  printed,  may  be  had, 
Price  il.  7s.  6d,  fcwed,  or  elegantly  bound.  Price  il.  Z4s. 
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